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CEAPIER I
INTRODUCT ION

An English ittﬂ:r of Leon Battista Alberti as a Christian and educator
has been flagrantly neglected, In faot, thers is not even an suthoratative
blographical sketoh of his 1ife available in the langusgesd Author of the re-
nowmed la Cura Della Famiglis, Albertl is considered as one of the most impors
tant Humaniat educators of the Remaissance, However, no attempt has been made
as yot to make this fifteenthwoentury social and educationsl masterpiece availe
able in English,

Alberti was an active partioipator in the intelleootual and assthetic
revivals of Northern Italys 4nd his works and ideas are most valuable 4n any
ovaluation of the new theories of 1life and education during his ages Alberti
was definitely influsnced by the faot that his family was of the Florentine
merchant olass that took an active part in literary pursuitss Their humanism

blended with the new outloock on 1ifee® It was this nouveaux riches olass that

1l Cfe Se Go Santayana, Two Renaissanco Edusators: Alberti and
Piccolomini, Boston, 1930, Santayana's blography of Alberti is extremely
. addition, the book is not relisble, His inacourate quotations are
nonetrasesble in many instancese In ohecking both the primery and secondary
sources, this writer was unable to find foundation for many of his promises,
let alone the oonclusions, His discussion of Alberti's La Cura Della Famiglia
mast be read with great cautione

2 Bans Baron, "A Sociological Interpretation of the Early Renais
in Florence,” The South Atlantio Quarterly, Durham, NeCe, XXXVIII, Oots, 1939,
437,




was able to furnish financial assistence to the echolarss, Their finanoial aid
snabled the literati to purchase ancient classical menuseripts.

Potraroh was the new classioal monument, and his immediate successors
mastered Greek and explored the realms of antiquitye. They “"purified" the
medieval latinists, introduced the solense of literary oritioism, and extolled
the literaturs and srt of the Grasco-Raman paste® But Humanism was more than
the mere study of Latin and Greek classicsy it reflected human achievements
and dwelt on the human problems of antiquitys They developed the theory that
the study of man was the nodlest study. In many respeocts, thay reflect the
epirit of the modern mind.*¢

(ne main aspect of the Revival was to reveal the Italians to theme
selvess In it, the Italians developed their own innate selfwassertion, their
love for fame and distinotion, and their deep semse of individuslity.® awmr.J
that individualiem was not the exclusive possvssion of the Renalesance mang
there are definlte signe that suoh a oonception was not neglected during the
Middle Ages, To give but one exmmple, Saint Francis of Assisl was deeply
cognisant of this human traite® He was a true and devout Catholie, in sympathy
with the asostic conocepts of the middle ages, His followers did not shut

3 John Addingten Symonds, The Remalssance in Italys Ihe Revival
ﬁw 11, mw. 18?7' 310

4 Bdgar W, Knight, Twenty Centuries of Education, Boston, 1940, 158,

6 William Harrison Woodward, Studies in Education During the Age of
the Renaissance, Cambridge, Eng., 1906,

6 Norman Nelson, "Individuslism As a Criterion of the Renaissance,”
The Journal of English and Germanio Philelogy, Urbana, Ill., XXXII, July, 1953,

»

*



3

themselves up in solitude, but went out into the world to minister to their
felloweman, §St. Francis was not worldly, but rejoloed in the pleasures and
goodnsss of living, He loved animals, birds, all nature, and above all, mane
kindes His exsmple refleoted the ocoming change from the msdieval to the modern
mane

The Hew Learning brought & body of confliocting dootriness These
"served as & form for the idealogicul expression of instability and uncertainty
whioh every thinking men knew in 1ife."? These conflicting philosophies were
incidental in themselves, but when considered "against a background of change
and insecurity, they becams, for meny spirits, preguant of pessimism."®

In every form of art and life was folt the lack of a center of equie
liberimas This lack was gradually removed by asserting the various forces
operating in the individual and soolety.? This feeling, combined with the
imitation of the olassics, gave rise to a new apirit of oriticiems The imitew
tion of the classiocs became essential to literary oreations Scholars attempted
t0o find the relation between the imitation of the olassics and the imitation
of naturesd0 as a result, the scholars oriticized the men and institutions of

7 Arnold L, ¥Williams, "4 Note on Pessimism in the Renaissance,”
Studies in Fhilology, XXXVI, April, 1936, 246.

8 Ibid,

9§ Fortunato Rizsi, "Contrasti, Uissidi E, Melanoonia Nel Cinquecento,}
Huova Antolopia, Roma, CCXX, Liosmbre, 1922, 26le

10 Joel Elias Spingarn, A History of Literary Critioism in the
Renajssanos, New York, 1899, 131-1%Z,
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their day because these were not comparable to the ancientss This explains,
to some extent, the abuse heaped upon slergy and Churche The former were
attaoked, bocause some ware illiterate and offensive to the wellesducated lay=
mane However, as a group, the Humanists still accepted the authority of the
Church as an institution, and oontinued to reverence am.-tmey.u

It must be realised that thess Renalassanoce characteristios are not
solely a consequence of the periode Thers had been a spirit of oriticism and
individualiem in the Middle Ages, and medieval habits, respect for papal
suthority, some superstition, and an interest in the transeendental were guite
common in Remaissance timesed2 *rhe plety of the Itelisn Humanists was more
ocomplacent in its attitude toward the traditional churoh®; therefore, it is
srronecus %o believs "that what was not unohristian was not Renaissance,"}S

The faith of most Renaissance men remmined uwushaken, and the growth
of a secular spirit brought no outward shange in religious beliefss For soms,
religious observance tended to decomws somewhat more formal, but there were fow
heretics and fower athelists in Renaissance Italye That a few olassiocal scholars
showed & trend toward paganism oan be considersd a kind of literary fad,l¢

11 Ferdinand Sohevill, The First Century of Itelian Humanism, Hew
YW&, 19383 Ge

12 George Clarke Sellery, The Renaissance, Its Nature and Origins,
¥adison, 1080, 6.

13 Vallmoe X, Ferguson, The Renaissance in Historical Thought,
0@“&.3 Hasge, 1945. 546, &

14 Vallaoce K, Ferguson, The Renaissence, New York, 1940, 69




Paganism was no adequate substitute for Christianity, And even though the
greek classios were important, the Bible was in no sense obsolete or superflu-
ousel® St, Augustine and St. Ambrose were still oited, but the approach to
them reflected the new epirit,l6

Becauss of lay petronage, a distinot lay literary class developed
which deprived the church of its exclusive control over higher education, and
the slergy of their monopoly on hnrningu” How educators recwrganized education
in order to acocmplish their end, They developed a new currioulum, new teache
ing methods, and a new philosophy of admtlén' SThere was an emphasis on
reason as a free and even rebellious proocesss In additiom, & deeper sense of
the personal relation of man's spirit to the moral order mmd to God wes
accented,18

Eduoationslly, the Renalseance was not a mere study of the classlos
and emphasis of gremmar drillss It was a retwrn to the ideals established by
the ancients, ideals opposed to the prevailing disciplinary methods of the
soholastics, HNor was man oomsidered an isolated individual, he was viewed as
an jmpertant part of the Italian Community.ld

15 Albert mm, Renaissance To Reformation, Grand Rapids, 1951, 149

16 Gxunppo Saitta, Il Pensierc Italiano Nell Umanesimo E Nel
Rinasoimsnto, aow%. 1949, I, 263

a7 mxm Ke Forguson, "The Chureh in s Changing World: A
gggr&gghiw to the Interpretation of the Renalssance," AHR, LXIX, Oote,
» .
18 54 8¢ Lauris, Studies in the Hist of Edusational Opinion From
the Rma.issmcnp Caxbridge, Nasse, 1904, O =z %
Monroe, & G Eduoat
York, 1926, 1 %8 » A Brief Course in the History of Education, New
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As a whole, the Humanists were men capable of trenslating their

ucational aims into forms of instruotion needed by the new generations The
iner humanists sought to prepare men for servioce in church and stateg nor

pere all these humanists professionally occupied in teaching, The best example
|8 Alberti himselfe20 He would stand in the company of men like leonardo Bruni
(1369~1444) who wrote De Studis Et Letteris, which gave the fundamental orienta=
tion to the humanist educatorsy Pler Paolo Vergerio (1370«1445) author of

De Inpenuis Moribuss and Maffeo Veglo (14061468), author of De Educations

Jiberorum, a work which concerned of christlian sducation entirely distinot from
fcholasticism. Vegio introduced the element of mundane living, and teught that
Elory was the highest emotion in mane On the other hand, Guarino Veronese
(1453=1513) oonsidered education ms a divine oreatfion, Vittorino da Feltre
[1378+1456), perhaps the greatest oi huw all, inspired the education of humane
jam with the spirit end faith of Chris.isaitye®}

The outstanding feature of tnese tralts is their Catholioc spirit, The
lducators gloried in the golden age of classiocal culture; but they drew from
the classios that which was not detrimental to Christian principles and
fatholie tradition. They put insistence on physical, moral, and religious
fraining, patriotism, self-sacrifice, courage, and restraint. Emphasis was

placed on respect for the dootrines and ordinances of the Church, With these

20 Paul Monroe, A Cyclopedia of Education, New York, 1913, V, 154.

21 The quotetions just given are from Saltta, 1l Pensiero, I, 264,
067, 273, 281, 287,
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principles, they believed the student was trained for truoe oitizenship,22

High on the list of educational requirements wes the absolute
necessity of physical exercise, and umder this was the emphasis on practical
Judgements Through gomes oue was to learn matters of conduot and behavior.
"Ihe humanist educaters placed s*m;a on physiocal education for purposes of
health, sud to secure that the mental activitiss should be as froe and vigorous
as possibles Camos wore & secwrity against indulgence, meamess, and gelfishe
ness." 23

Hence, huaanist educators intended to educatse the whole men, Mentallyl
the student was t0 be instructed in the Greek and Latin olassics, Craommer was
studied for the perfecting of grammar; but ancient ideas were not omitted, and
grmes and exercisss becams a part o' the new cwrriculume Mens sana in corpere
sano was the gulding principle. Spiritually, however, Christianity and the
<huroh were not exoluded, snd religious training waes oonsidercd indispensible,

In education, the philosophy of the humenists was definitely not one
solely of "this-worldliness;™ the supernctural was still basisc, Trus, some
educators lapeed from the teachings of the Chuaroh, but from these few one emnu(r
genoralize. Education did take on some new aspects, and there was greater
emphasis on developing a man for this life, for thess writers wero intarested

22 Wy Kena, Sede, An ‘Emrd a i of Edmt.ton Chioago,
1935, 206s Also ofe Patrick J. 15?! u’? % Educa on, auhingtm.

DeCes 1949, 334m335e

28 ¥illism Barrison Vioodward, Vittorino Pa Feltre and Other Humanist
Educators: Essays and Versions, Cambridge, Enges 152Y, 7Y T




in training the sound moral man who would become the good citizen,

Leon Battista Alberti ronke high among the edusstors of this pesriod,
Irue, he was not a professional educator, yet his work, La Cura Della Famigliam,
is oonsidered as one of the important educatiooal snd humenistio doouments of
the age, la Famiglia is divided into four bookse The first deals with the
education of children, the second conaiders the relationship between a husbsand
and his wife, the third treats of the economy in the family household, the
fourth is & fasoinating essay on friendship,

Albertit's fmportance as sn educator cannot be questioneds But we
are oonfronted with a men variously interpreteds To what extent was he &
pagan or a Christian? %hat did he mean by his definitions of some of the basie
principles of Renalssance thought as the role of physical sxeroise or _'Vém\i.?
These are but a few of the problems on which we hope to touch, and we fesl that
an underatanding of them in relation to his 1ife and to the actual text in la
Famiglis will give us a far more profound insight into the true nature of
Renaissance thought on eduvcation than we have, in our omn experience, found so
far translated into Englishe




CHAFIER 11

LIFE AND WORKS OF LEON BATTISTA ALBERTIL

During the fourteenth century political difficulties in Floremoe,
the Alberti clan sided with the Riccl against the Albisszi, However, after
1898, the Albizzi oconvinosd the meloontents of the city to join forces with
thems By 1400, the Alberti were either killed, imprisoned, fined, exiled, ar
a oonbination of any of theses, lLorenzo Alberti, the father of Battista,
sooordingly was sent into exile,

The Alberti were a wealthy merchant family of Florensees They exported
woolen products to England, Franoe, Avignon, Ehodes, Syria, snd Gresce, In
Florence, their influence and wealth brought them the office of muperviasing
ommerciasl operationss By the fifteenth century they wore ons of the princie
ple families of Florence, Howwver, during their exile, whioh ended in 1428,
they were reduced to a deplarable financial conditions

in Leon a:ttiim A.{hortl. ;1& Leon Battista Alberti di %
: a % ;%‘ : g_% Wﬁ e _
E Tratlate dag Aﬁ%‘?numl !h 3 Dots Anicio Bonuoode

Firense, 18441860, I, XCII=XCVIle Bonucel proved that the anonymous suthoy
wag Albertli himself. The autobiography does not tell us much sbout him,
He speaks of his studies and expertness in music, For mental relsxation he
would play ball, wrestle, or climb mountains, His assiduous study of canon
and oivil law made him 1ll, Before he was twenty, he wrote the Philodoxes
soon followed by Efeb Religione, and He wrote the f
Wof&%ﬁ y days “for se who did not know Latin,"
When not yet t s he wrote the Inte #se The best and most authorie
tative work on hie life is that of ini, Vita 4! leon Battists
Alborti, 2nd ode, Firenze, 1911, Therefors unless stated rwise, this
FI1T Bo used as the basis for this chapbers

e
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The imutioal disordera of Italy and Florence were aggraveted by
religious problema, Fram 1307 to 1877, the Popes had resided in Avignon, In
1377, Gregory XI reoturned %o Romes and on his death in 1378, Urban VI was
eleoted to the papacys Beoause he refused to return to Avignon, the French
vardinals elected the anti=Pope, Clement VIi, and began « most disasterous
period of church historys Parishes, oities, ocountries, and even saints took
sidess AntiePopes olashed with popes until the Emperer Sigismund called the
8ouncil of Comastance in 1415, Two years later Martin V waz elevated to the
papaoys It is impossible to desoribe here the offects of the Western Sohimm
on publio moralitys Authority was divided, ¥Whom could the people follow and
bolieve?! In the meantime, the tyramnical Albizzi had usurped the political
poworsg of Florences

On January 14, 1401, Lorenco Alberti was exiled for twenty yearse
He was condemmed to live ome hundred and twenty miles from Florence, though
no particular locality or oity was prescribed. He chose Gonoas

On February 11, 1404, Leon Battista Alberti was Born there, XHs
was the $llegitimate son of lorensos his mother, of whom we know nothing also
gave birth to a brother, Carlo Alberti, Fifteemth century oivil law tolerated
ooncubinage, and the children were allowed to take the father's name. Perbaps
the mother died during the plague in Cenoa during 1406, and Lorenzo left the
eity with his two sons in order to protect thems In 1408, he married
Mergherita Benini 41 Plero who had also been banished from Florence,

In 1414, lLorenzo was in Venlce attempting to inveat some capital in
& commercial enterprise. lost likely Battista and Carlo Degan their studles
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theres DBetween 1415 end 1421, Cearlo and Battista atudied at Padua in the
gyznasivm of Gesparino di Bareisrae It wes here that they mest likely learned
the sloments of Gresks OCasparino was alse oonsidered one of the faremost
Iatmm of his time, Hot only did he =make & profound study of Cloero, but
he also ussd him ss the bmais of his educationsl systome2 This training
explains perhaps vhy Albertits style has often been compared with Cloerotss

"In bdoyhood he lived under the guidance of his teacher, end spent
his juvenile days as a solisitous student of the laws and institutes of his
fatherland,"S In 1421, at the age of seventeen, Battista was studying oivil
and canon law at Bolognas The great days of Bologna were past, but it was
still famous a3 & senter of law, Yeot, by 1425, thers wers a mere thirtywtwo
teachers an its great facsultys

On May 28, 1421, Lorenso died in Paduss his sons were at his bedside,
Carlo and Battista each reosived a legaoy of four thousand duocatse Benedetto,
a brother of Lorenso, was Jeft a shars of the estate, and Ricolardo, his
eldest brothsr and exeoutor of the estate, waz left the greatest parts By
modern standaprds, such an act would be considered unjust; however, Carlo and
Battista were not legitimate children nor natural heirse A few months later,
Risoiardo, Battista's unole, died, Battista now heogan to feel the misery of

2 DlMoCormick, History, 323,

$ Leon Battista Alberti, Di di Messer Leon Battista Albertd,
ed, da Venturino Rofinello, Vinegia, pul 7




poverty; hs wrotes
I have lost my father, have been deprived of my encestors, exiled from
my patria, robbed of my whole paternal patrimony by my closest
relatives, snd deprived of their companye I have beosn abandoned to
bogging from strangerss 1 have beoume ill from excessive study, and
my relations hsve not compassionated moseecd :
Retwrning to Bologna, Alberti resumsd his studies with his customary
intentnesss But the excessive mental tensions, long hours of nightly study,
hiz disgust for his reletives, amd the lack of money for expensss made him
gravely ills During his illness, in order to distraot himself, he wrote a

Latin comedy, Philodoxeose

In this work, a youth of modest means is inflamed with love for a
beautiful young womane She slso is pwrsued by a rich ani auvdacious youth who
wants 40 besr her offe In the oonfusion he seised hor sistor by mistake, and,
to add to the blunder, married here 7The first youth, in turn, married his
love,® This work was an indication of his later greater works, for hs shows
how a man with detormination can gain glory and femes And his Latin was so
excollent that the work was mistaken for a traot of a olasaical suthor,

Recovering scmewhat from his 1linoss, Alberti reeumed his legal
studies, but before long, he beocame more seriously ill than before. His
illness has been disgnosed ss cerebral anemia vhich resulted in a lack of
balanoe and hissing sounds in the ear, To distract himself from his laboriocus

¢ lLeon Battista Alberti, Re da Inedita Et Pauce
Seperstim Impressa, s Cura di Mm'%%om. orentise, 1590, 126e

§ Alberti, Opere Volgari, Ie
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studies, hs turned to muslo, painting, and physionl exorcises, His doctors
finelly advised that he abandon his legal studies, and to this Alberti agreed,
However, since he had attended the lectures for five yesrs, he was given a
doctorate in cancn lawe

In 1424, Pope Nartin V began negotiations with the oity of Florence
in behalf of the exiled Aldbertits, and, by 1428, they were allowed to return,
The initial steps of enlieting Martin'e support had beem begun by Alberto di
Giovanni Alberti, a Roman prslate and a papal treasurer at Boingma”

About this time, Alberti wrote Do Commedis Litterarum Atque
Incommodie,” dedicated to his brother, Carloe In it, he recallsd the toils
and vexations suffered at the University of Bolognas Ko presented the thesis
that anyone who dedicates himself to study camnot aspire to honors, richss,
or plsasures The work reflecte a pessimiam in which he sadly considers the
ignorance and injustice of man, Doloi® believes that Albertits main
proposition 4s that,

Hotwithstanding the insorrigibleness of the businessmen and the
ignorance and vanity of the rich and noble, who, either through
oms verse, or through another, render the profession of letters

detestable and tedious, study ought to be loved and cultivated
disinterestedly, for thers 1s no material satisfaotion from themg eess

8 PauleHemri Michel, la Pensée ds Leon Battiste Albertl, Paris,

1930, 59

7 lecn Battista Alberti, Incommodis Ad i

fratrems, Accidit T (o) graphia Urd e Antiquae, WaSes 'y
seconda metas del Sece XV, One mast bﬂ LY ;)har te read 'hhits manuseript,

Also ofs LeBedey oli Morall 4di Batti & P tradotti parte
corretti da M, Go% Bartoll, Vﬁ YEeE,

8 Giullo Doloi, Lecn Battista Albertl, Pisa, 1911, 30s
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If one sought wealth, he ought enter the military, or commeroial, or
sgricultures Yot, though plagued with poor health, Alberti complicated
things further by falling in love and being rejected, His emotions here were
expressed hammﬂ.m‘ In & d1a2oguel® between the interlooutors,
Pallimario and Filaroo, he expresses almost a feeling of dispair:

Ch Lord, others by loving receive some glory and bensvolence
from thelr faith, To me » BOre s0 than the other most faithe
mmuammmdormmhm,mmxo, To God my
patris, To God my friends, 11

Though Alberti sesms to take God to task for his misfortunss, he
still devotedly turned to Divime Providence,

His second work o lovel2 wag the Eoatomfilis,3 in which he

@ Leon Battista Alberti, Dei in Bidlioteos Raras Mesoolanse
d'Amore, & ouwra di Gs Daelli, Mileno, ,

30 Frangesco De Sanotis, H wamm translated by
Joan Redfern, Bew York, 1931, I, s is the

Mﬁm.asmwmmnndnuymetd&mm s0 alien to
scholastio pedantry.®

11 Alberti, Deifirs, in Bidlioteca, 62,

12 “Love ospecially was always a favorite subjeot, and innumerabdle
troatises wore written about 1t, many of whioh were familiar to English
roaxm-;;‘ fgm Leon uwmu Art g s M‘! amxw; mgu“. s lewise
Einste he Itallien s in Bopland, Hew York, 1903, Philosophw
ica) disquisitions on love were common Emg fefore the day of the Platonic
Academy but tracts arrived at a pecullar stege of development during the
fifteanth and sixteenth centuriessses
* o & o Alborti's discussions are no attempt at a philosophical discussion of
love. He was most likely inspired by Marsilio Fieino," Alse of, Resca A,
Robb, Neoplatoniem of the Italien Remaissence, Univin, 1935, 1793 183,

13 Alberti, Eoatomfilea, in Biblictecs, neps
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narrated his anxieties, and counseled prudence and astuteness to those who,
in loving, attempt to hold the affeotion and the possession of the loved one,
It may be considered as kis first literery work,ld

Shortly after he wrote this tract, Alberti sntered the services of
Cardinal Albergati a very humble and simple man being sent to France and
Germany as a legate of Martin V., It waz customary to have wellwsducated men
acoonpany a legate; so Albergati took Alberti in his entouragse The trip
lasted twe years, dtut Alderti makes fow references to ite On his return to
Italy, Battista went to Romee

On March 3, 1431, Eugenius IV was eleoted Popes Through the efforts
of a friend, Magio Molin, Alberti was numed as an Apostolio Abbreviatore
The Pope had to grant Battista a dispensation, because of his 1llegitimeoy and
such a bull had aleo been necessary for Alberti's ordination; for he wus a
prisst by this times In his Filodosso, Alberti mentioned that he left Belogna
"insignito del dottorato o del sacerdosios"?® rLater, he hold two prebendaries
in the Florentine metropelitan ares,

14 Eurico Aubel, Leon Battiste Albertl e & Libri dells Femirlia,
Castello, 1913, 26.

16 Alberti, Filodosso, in Opere Volgsri, I, 178
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Shortly after his appointment, Albertd wrote the Vita Senoti Potiti,lf|
a story of an early Christian mertyre Potitus gave up everything to dedicate
himself to Gode In his attemrt to convert the emperor, he had his tongue
removed, but when ho oontinued to epsak, finally he was decapitateded7?

wmgfagﬁgrﬁg ,_wa.cﬁ»wu;.owukug%
D4 Leon Battista Alberti, A Cura di gwxﬂwﬁq%ﬂ“ﬁ%' Grayson
holde that the work was comtrary to Alberti's belief, He was in faver of

»an as & sooial being; the Vite acoentunted the oomtemplative side of life.
In a letter to Lionardo, lbide, 86, he admitted his inmadequacy for the taske
He complained to leonardo lack of officis) doouments, Grayson states
that Alberti was to write a series ou hagriography, but does not know why
they wore never comploteds The reason, however, is rather obviocus, On Jay
£9, 1434 a revolution troke out in Romes The capital was stormed, ao Hugenius
IV fled to Florenoe, His seoretarios, Alberti among them, undoubtedly
scosmpanied hime IEugenius did not return until Octobers Iladwig Pastor, The
Hi of the Popes, Frederick Ignatius Antrobus, 8th ede, london, 1938, 1,

4 ¢ ]

17 Guido A, Ouarino, "Loon Battista Alberti's Vita 8, Potiti,"
Rennissance News, VIII, Nos 2, Summer, 1956, 86«88, GOuarine's approach is
rather neives a begine with the unproven premise that Albertd is a pagan,
"The subjeot he treated forced Alberti to accentuate the opposition between
ohristisn withdrawsl from the world and his omm idoal of an active life,

The subject matter also foreed him to place the former above the latter,”
dde, 88, He also olaimed that perhaps Alberti did not ocontimue the series,
the whole idea wns repulsive to him,
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Thile in Rome, Alberti dewvsloped a soclid interest in aesthetion,
His first work on this subject was Della Statua,l® followed by an even more
famous tract, Della Pitturaed® fThe tract is divided into throe Books dealing
with basio geametry and physlos, deaign, oomposition and color, and thirdly,
the qualities of & zood artists Alberti completed this tract in August, 1435,
at FlorenoesZ¢ There he remmined with the Pontifical Curis wuntil Eugenius
IV departed for Bologma im April, 1436, At this time, he oorrected the
Philodoxeos, and dedicated 1t to Leousllo d'Este,

The Pops remained in Bologna for twenty months during which time
Alberti took trips to Venice and Florence, While in Venice iz 1437, ho heard
that his friemd, Paclo Codagnello, had fallen in love, and Battiasta wrote
him a lotters In it, Alberti expressed his idens on women; and he was quite
outspokens®} The letter was actually a dimlogue entitled Sofroma, and is

18 Alberti, Opere Volgari, 1847, IV.
. %9 Ibide, also Dells Pittura, Edisione Critica a Cura di Luigl mu.,
irense,

20 Alberti, __&w...o in Opers Volgard, IV, 1847, 67
istola di leon w;tm Albarti a Paolo
; Ve s 244y This 18
1 SOgYNYe woman is lmrty and without any
sanity, mumnmwrouwmtmummnmamm
ables Instead she allows her appetits to rule," Alberti, Al Tor Dmg in

%Yﬂl&, I, 222«223," mortals there is no

5 womols All women are unba and deceitful, One receives

from them except displeasure and indignation, They are cupidous, bold.

Ry I g K gy g e
' ™

There a:'o es of his

one, howaver, 13 found in the Gewm Dona Fmigm, maml, V. T2
In this work he repronches husbands who put too much

Perhaps this exceesive position was due to his olassical baockground, It is
even found in his works as an old mane Fe Ce Pellegrini, Storia Della
Lotturature Italisna, XVIXI, 368, oited in Vistorio Lugli, T TFRVEREIRU Dells
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replete with solid Christion thought, gquotations from the #ible, and with &
oonclusion that said that religion was an aid in mmmggﬁg.”

Late in 1457, Albertl left Bologas for Parugia. His uncle, Alberto
Alberti, wns being oconesorated as bishop and papel governor of Umbriae The
oongeoration must bave made ¢ deep imgeression on him, for he begsn to ponder
the ssriousness of the spiscopel offices. As a resuly, be wrote the satirie
02123 4ialogue Pontifem, in which the interlosutera are an old bishep of
Perugis and & young pastore®® Alberti treated the duties of e bishop who was
to be & pastor and head of & family, who must lesd his flock to yirtus In the
Pontifex, Alberti reproaches the clergy for their groed, ignorance, nepotism,
and simonye The work is saything but unohristisn; it is an attack agsinst
abuses he desired %o see remsdied,

In January, 1438, Alberti accompaniesd the Pope to Ferraras for the
eoumonioal councile Eugenius had intended to initiate soww reforms, but there
was gtill the preveling fesr of oonoiliariam, Yet, holding fust, the Pope
won the backing of the seoular govermments, In 1439, the Counoll moved to
Flarence, becauss of a pestilense in Ferrara, and in the same year, the
Bastera Church returnsd o the pepal jurisdiotions The Pope was 8o overjoyed
by the susoess of the Council that he orested seventsen new cardinals, ous of

22 Alberti, Sofysma, in Opere Volgari, I, 230e238s
23 Vittoric Clen, La Satirs, ¥ilano, 1045, I, ¢4%

24 Alberti, Pemtifex, in Opers Insdita, pe 449




whom was Alberto Alberti.

While in Florenve, Alberti compiled the Intercoemales, s colleotion
of his works written through the yearss He dedicated it to the Florentine
geomstrician and astronomist, Paul Tosoanellus,® but a note of pessimimm
pervades the work dus primarily to poverty and despair he suffered as a
youthe?8 Alvertits feelings are best summed up by Doleis7

Man is neocessarily subjeot to sorrow, the virtuous and homest man
moreso than the viceridden and dishoneste Mans' ignorance mnd

stupidity, his envy of other men « strangers wnd friends, the
volubility of the gode « these things, singularly or together with

other misfortunes, sonsur and render life wmsupportable to him
[Dverts7 1t is better to diej even better not to have been barne
Alberti was basiocally the delioate emotional type, and his works
reveal his moodiness and instability, During this period, he wrote his
Paupertas, a tirade against the woalthy,2® in vhioh he said, "Come forth, 0
sad, suspected, abject, snd unsmiling meny there are many othera in this same
poverty, so, as a result, they live in bitternses and bear dispgrace and
ignominy, "9
In Beliglo Alberti attacked the superstitions of the people whose
prayers, he said, wars motiveted by fears, and only the zood were received by

26 Alderti, Opers Inedita, 122,
26 luigl Gaundensio, Leon Battista Alberti, 1404-1472, Torino, 1932,

27 Dolei, Alberti, 42,
26 Alberti, Paupertas, in Opera Inesdita, 1686172
29 Im:. 139b

T8
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the Divinitys3® He also complained about the superstitious practices ia the
daily religious observencess In Numms he brought out the faults of en
evaricious olergys3l only the wealthy ars hsardy for they can always donate
more to the priestse In addition, hs wrote Felioitas, Parsimonis, Fatum et
Fortuna, Patientia, snd other minor worke. Dut the same general spirit of
bitternses, pessimism, and disgust pervades them alle

Another work written in the amwﬁ,%m&uﬂi&tﬁw
Leonsllo d'Este in 1442, Aotually it had been writtem muoch earlier, Here,
Alberti treats of Fortune snd those subjeoted to its crueltys, The work
probably expressed feslings of his exile, his suffering and the ignominy as
& member of a rejected familys He perhaps wrote it to console himself in his
advarsities.

After publishing this oolleotion, Alberti went to Ferrara vhere
shortly after he wrote a work, Do Equo Animante, on horsemanshipe

About 1442, he wrote his work, Dells Tranguilied Dell’ Antmo,S?
a dialogue consisting of thres bockss Perhaps it was written "to pacify a
spirit after he had failed to receive his civils « o+ ¢ law degree, In any

50 Alberti, Religlo, Itdde, 129=131,
51 Alberti, Numms, Ibide, 1724

32 Thodateatthiumrkismm. But in a letter from Carlo

to Lorenze vmz. the former says, "esss Battista wrote this work with the
mpebuo Jmnuummawadbytho injuries of certain

wﬁdﬁmmoh&u rivals and seoret enemies,” Alberti, Opere Volgeri, I,
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event a more peaceful concept of life is evidenced."S® In the work, he
imports & superabundance of olasgsical array not as pure humanist exercises,
but, rather, to give bolster to his sinoere and intimete sentiments, He
counsels modesty, prud:noe, and temperance, and the general tone is Christian,
Manoini desoribes Albertits state of mind by saylng:
The ideas of Alberti are not pagun as oompared to the greater
part of the most illustrious writers of the time, For him, Christien
preocepts form the guide of private and public morals, the way of
salvetion for every man and his fatherlandsees He wants free citizens,
pure md honest in habites and fearful of God, He holds that all, rich
end poor, have the obligation to work, and to render themselves useful
to their fellow oitisens and patrias For him there is one morale:
man has the obligation of rm honest and virtuous oither as a
private citizen or a govermment of the State,3%

Alberti im not always easy to evaluste. With his classiocal background]
and love for antiquity, he is permsated with the spirit of classicism and his
Christian conoepts are often disguised by mythological charscters, IHence,
unless read with a mind sensitive to religlon, his works oan easily be mis~
underatoods Curiously the ?rangg_lit}t, far from revealing pegan thought, is
definitely oonsidered, even by Symonds, & work on the contemplative 110038

Alberti must be olassed also as one of the chief fifteenth century

supporters of the versmacular. As he observed, "the aneients did not write in

33 Gaudensio, Alberti, 73; He erroneously olaims that Alberti did
not receive a canon law ﬁyn.

54 Manoini, Vite Alberti, 184-186.

35 Symonds, Renmissance, IV, pte 2, 140,
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a little-known language."3® "Alberti's most dramstic gesture in his ohampione
ing of the Itallan language as a literary medium was the Certame Coronario,
the contest for the oromn's"37 The purpose of this contest was to prove that
Italian could treat worthily the most august themes. Accordingly on Ootober
22, 1441, a oontest was held in the Cathedral of Florence; the sudjeot was
friendship; the prize a oromn of lawrele. Eight poets, including Alberti,
entered the fray, bdbut the jJudges could not decide on & wimner and no prise
was givene38 |
His greatest work in the vernacular was la Famiglia, the main interesy
of cur study, The first three tooks of La Famiglia wers wriiten in some
ninety days at Homo between 1432«1434, Alberti used the Tuscan dialeot
which was actuslly somewhat wnfamiliar to hime®® The fourth book en friende
ship had besn presented at the Certame Coronario in 1441, The place of this
work was prior to 1432«1434, and its desioc theme was his sorrow on his
fatherts death,40

38 leon Battista Alberti, I Primi Tre Libri Dellas Famiglia, Testo
E Commento di Fe C, Pellegrini, Rivedutl da He Spongsno, Firente, Iﬁa.
Proemio, Litre I1I, 232, OCf. also Opere Volgari, II, 221,

87 Erneat Hateh Wilkins, A History of Italian Literature, Cambridge,
lasse, 1064, 129, Also Cfe Vernon o W’m@"

New York, 1946, 23« "Florence was a oity whers popular sp numﬁ
38 Ibid,
39 Alderti, Autore Amonimo, in Opers Volgeri, I, XCIVe
40 Aubel, Alberti, 38.
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The Proemlo of La Famiplia states the reason for the worke BHe 1a
moved by the ruin of so many noble families, and wished to consider the true
reason for thelr failure and suggest a remedye There 15 a spirit of indepen-
dencs and observation which Alberti attached to his worke$l In Bock II, he
discussed true love and marriages HMarriage is necessary, because it les a
coowand of naturs, yet he cautions men to marry after twentye-five, He
suggests that a man marry a women modest in wards, work, and dress. Book III
dealt with the rational use of money in the households Boock IV 18 the
Platonie treatment of frisndship to which we havs reforred.% 0f all the
Renaissance traots dealing with the family, Albertit*s i1s perhaps the most
eminents Not only because of the delicatensss of the author's personal
emotions, but because of his wise use of molent precepts and their adaptation
$0 new situationse$®

Alberti's third book was later plagiarized by Agnolo Pandolfini
who, in his Il Governo Della Fumiglia, gives an almost exact duplionte.

41 Ibide, 40e¢ Alberti intendsd to use his owm femily as an exanmple:
"Procure the good, inorease your honor, smplify the fame of your house, listen
to what the most studious and learned Alberti pointed out in regard to fmmily
needses I remind you to do the same, Read my work and love it,* Alberts,

1 Primd Ire, Prosmio, 17.

42 Frite Sohalk, "Il Libre De Amioitia dell' Alderti (Dells M_,J
IV)," in Sodalitas Erassiana, Napoli, 1940, 102+110e

43 Lugli, I Trattasti, 109=110.
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Indesd, for centuries, Alberti was oconsidered the plagiariser, dut modsrn
research has proven him the trus author.$4

While in Florence BEugenius IV encountered difficulties with the
Sforsa famllye Fearing for his own safety, he departed for Rome where he
arrived on September 28, 1443, Alberti was in his entourages On hies arrival
in RBome, Alberti began writing his work entitled Memus.4®

Eugenius IV died en Februsry 28, 1447, and on Merch 6, Wicholas V
asoended the papal throne, In 1483, during his reign, Comstantinople fell to
the Turkss In vain he pleaded for aid sgainst thems Though militarily a

44 Agnolo Pondolfini, Trattato Del Governo Della Famiglie D 10
Pandolfini Colla Vita Del Medesimo, Soritte da ?emnm'dm%!ﬁ, % %nu.
1734s The only secondary souros writer who oould not take a definite stand
on this question is John Addington Symonds, Penaissance in Italvs Revival
of um!nﬁg London, 1877, I, 193, However, the more suthoratative works

on A 1 have proven that the work was originally writteon by hime C&%
¥ancini, Aldberti 234-235, M&i Passerini, Gli Alberti, Firen:ze, 1809. Pts 1,
146 However, tﬁo most conclusive arguments are g::n by Fs Co Pellegrini,

o Pando E 11 Governo Della Fami » M1 » 1882, 15, 62, ¥Xe

olds tﬁﬁ—ﬁ%i wrote the work, do died later than 1440, Pellegring
fesls that the %h s "dressed up® version of Alberti's Book 11I, MNoree
over, he feels that dolfini wms not the guilty ome, The plagierizing was,
he says, dome by an enemy of Agnole who wanted t0 defmme his good names

45 leon Battista Alberti, Momus O Del Prined in I Sorittori
Politiel Italiani, Tesato Critico, Traduzione, I ueions, E Yote & Gura di
Giuseppe o Bologma, 1042, XIXI, liomus was not 80 important a work,
"I¢ 1s & mythological fiction pregnant with Fiftsenth century Platonism and
without any medieval characteristics. In this work, Juppiter, an incapable
soverign, mute to good councils, sensible to flattery, timid in danger, shows,
us by his example of bad govermmsnt shat ought to be goods" Michel, La Pensse,|
75, It iz very likely that Jupiter was meant to be Bugenius IV, Manoini,
Alberti, 286,




failure, his reign was & success, He surrounded himself with some of Italy's
leading scholers~-Pogglio, Valla, Manetti, and encouraged Alberti at this time,
when the latter began to produce soms of his works on architeotures, In 1453,
Albertl desligned a foumtaln in Rome for Hicholasy in 1452, he designed the
Vatican Palaces FPlans far o new Saint Petor's were beling submitted at this
time, and ¥icholas actually approved those of Albertis Unfortunately, the
Pope died befere they could be carried oute$6
1463 was a dramatic year, for it witnessed the conspiracy of

Stefano Poroarro against the temporal suthority and life of the Pops, Porcarg)
a humanist, sought to establish a Roman Hepublic on the Flarentins petterns
A misguided humanism had revived the ancient idea of murdering tyrants.
Porcarre conoealed his opinions in order to prooure papal favors and gain
wntrnﬁm to his presences, But when he made an attempt on the FPope's life,
he failede Be was forgiven, but when Porcarro tried again, he was appreshended
and hanged. After this, the humnists were alarmed because Nicholes beasme
very suspect of theme®’ Some aritiolsed the Pope and condemmed his sction,
Alberti, however, sided with Niocholass

Yhen I hear such people talk, thelr arguments do not touch me in the

loasts I see only too olearly how ltallax affairs are goings I

know by whom all has been cast into confusion, I remember the days

of Bugeniuse I have heard of Pope Bonifece and read of the disawters
of many Popess On the one side I have seen this demogogue surrounded

468 Pastor, mﬂm of the Popes, 11, 171, 177»178, 195.
47 1bide., 215«239,
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by grunting swine and on the other side the Nejesty of the Holy
Fathers That camnet surely have been right which compelled the most
paocific Popes to take up arms.$s
There is no reason to suspeot Alberti's devotion to the popes True,
be could have been motivated by personal gain; he was in Hicholas good graces,
and an attack on him might have meant the end of his commissions. However,
Alberti never delwved in politiocs elther in ward or deeds
In 1468, Alberti prosented his viows on architecture in his famous
De Re Aedlficatoriae®? Ho oautioned the architect to consider every detail
before bullding, use a wooden model of the projects le then treated the
building of arches and roofa. The architeot, he said, should consider both
durablility and beauty. His most important ideas are assoviated with the
building of churchesy they follow the ancient prinoiples bastio to the building
of templess This work was brought out in priated form in 1485, and was later
translated into English, Italian, Fremch, end Spanish,
Hicholas V died on March 24, 1456, and was sucoeeded by Calixtus
IIls There is no record of Alberti's woark during this reign. However, since
mny learned humenists were working for the Pope, it oan bDe assumed that
Alberti did the same, Certainly, sametime during this periocd, he wrote a

Amo As. Mmlgdmim mm\u, Reyum Italioarum %
%":’ m"“""ora T ptias pars Bone prma Tn Tuben
o, Hvtoty of the Pipes, 11, 252

49 loon Battista Alberti, The Arohitecture of Leon Batt:lm Alberti,
Londen, 1726, 2 volse; De teotura, a ours di Vitruvius Po
Amstelodami, 1664, X3 m .




tract on astronomy, De Signorum Ascensionibuse
In December of 1468, Pius II, Aentus Sylvius Plocolomini, suocceeded
Calixtus 111, He, too, sajoyed a grest reputation as a humanist, and one of

his famous works was the eduscational tract De Educatione Lidercrume Pius
had great admiration for Alberti. Battista is mentioned as a Papal Abbreviatw]
and often accompanied the Pope on his arshasologicsl sxoursionss On the
ogoasion of a stay in Mantua, Alberti worked for Ludwig Gonzags, and designed
the cshurch of San Sebastiano far hime Alberti fregquently returned there, at
least as late as 1470, to supervise its construotioma.

Around 1468, Alberti wrote sn appendix to Ia Famiglis entitled Cena
44 Famiglia in whioch he discussed how the dreams of hie youth had not been
realizeds IHs also treated the reasons for the failure of Floremwe, snd
included & special section om how he felt be had made himself & true mane60

Pius II died in August of 1464e In the same month, he mas susceeded
by Paul II, Paul infitiated a program of economy, axi dismissed the College
of Apostolic Abbrevistorse Ludwig Gonsaga asked his son, a cardinal, to
intercede for Battistay but the Pope was not in sympathy with the humnists.
Hovertheless, Alberti remained in Home, He now used his talents solely in the
field of architescture, Giovanni Bueellal asked him to design his palace in
Florence; Alberti accepted, and built one of the most beautiful private
pelaces in the citys Later he designed a loggis near the palaces He then

80 Aubel, Alberti, 83-84.
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designed Saint Panoratius Church and a replios of the Holy Sepuloure whioh
was to be part of the strustures Various other buildings have been attributed
to Albertij bdut there iz no proof that he actuelly did theme One of those s
the famed Triumphel Arch of King Alfonso of Aragon which still stands in
Hapleas

In philosophy, Alberti is assoolated with Marsilio Ficine and the
Platonio movement which cemtersd in the Platounic Academyes®® 1ts members wers
devoted to Christian philosephy and ouriously, because of the Mediei influence
in the Academy, he was in sympathy with Savenarolss52 In faet, Marsilio
Fioino was ane of his warm apologistse5® In his De Christiena Relipions,
Fioino sought to harmonize Christianity with Platoniemg end to prove that
they were of ons and the same philosophical origin, "that the one was the
logical consequence of the others"54 Fiocino believed that religion and phile
osophy were not to be separatede-both sought ths attaimeent of the highest

61 Saitte, Il Pensiero, I, 480, Mancini refuses to acoept the
opinien that Alberti was a Beoplatonist, Ho admita that the two argued sbout
s philosophy, but this does not prove that Alberti ia a Platoniste Manoini
seems to err when he clsimsd that the Neoplatonists believed that the astive
1ife was preferred to the speculative, Alberti, however, dellieved that both
could be joined to each other's advantage, Manoini, Alberti, 444, 445, 44T,
Mancini's arguments are definitely weaks

82 Philippe Monnier, Le Quattrogento, 7th eds, Paris, 1920, IX, 76e

53 "Ssvenarola oriticized priests spending more time on the olassics
than on religious studiese Priests should prepare for the oare of souls,”
-y Theodosis Drans, Christian Sohools and Scholars, 2nd eds London,

88 v m.

64 Pasguale Villari, The life and Times of Nicoolo Machiavelll,
trans, by Linda Villari, 7th ed,, lLendan, 1580, 1586
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good) religion saved philosophy from an inferior noticn of the highest good,
and philosophy saved religiom from rational ignorance«S8 Fieino frequently
quoted Saint Augustine, and conaidered Socrates and Plato as precursors of
Christianity, allowing them a place in heaven along with the prophets of the
014 Testament,56

10 what extent Alberti was aoctively assoolated with the philosophy
of the Acsdemy is not knowne Certainly he was well acquainted with Fioeine,
aud was invited by him to the Cammldolesian discussions in 1460 There
Albarti gave a trestmsnt of Platonism which he developed in terms of the
thought of Vergil.S?

Albertits last work,53 De Iohiarohia was the final stone in his
pyramid of works dealing with the familys5® Written about wvo, 1t 1s not

68 Jossphine Burroughs, “Marsilioc Ficino,"” The Remmissance Philosoe

phy of Man, ede, by Ernet Cassirer and Paul O Kristeller, Chlcago, 1045,107s
36 Paul Kristeller, The ?hnaa% of Marsilio Fleino, trans. by
Virginia Conant, New York, 1943, oino's position was s "Ste
Augustine had declared that an.tc éemm was upnau. in the faith of
the Church: and if Floino's represented the falth
of the Church as just Platoni wn onoe apparent to hise
friends how alay was this ..mc the nb-ml thought of the

Confessions.” Herbert L, Stewart, The tonie Acad of Florence, The
mmmm XLII, Ooto 'W,W. o e

§7 Arnaldo Della Torre, Storis Dell' Asademia Platonjos di Firense,
Pm;nu, 1903. 36+

68 Albertits works mmed in this chapter are by no means a oomplete
listinge The writer has attempted to introduce only thoese works whioch are of
ance in this thesis or would demonstrate that Albertl was an uowo
niversalses To limit the subject, it seemed advisabdle to place empREEYs on

8 moral and practical tractss

69 Gaudensio, Albertl, 76 Gauvdensio describes the traot as one
"with excessive loquacity and & very fluent style.”

NS
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unlike la Famigliae He disoussed the importance of having happy youth in the
family, and insists that love is a solid foundation for uniting members of
the family, He adds some oonsiderations of the father as head of the family,
comparing him to the ruler as head of the State.

Late in life architecture again becams his main interests DBefore
his death, Giovannl Ruoellal commissionsd Alberti to design the facade of the
Church of Santa Maria Novella, but this odifice does not rank high architece
turally and is o monstrosity compared to the other works he had constructed.®

In 1470, Alborti designed another Mantusn ohurch, Sent! Andrea, The
exterior is beautiful in its simplioity, unfortunately some changes were
made after the aotual construction, but these camnot be attributed to Alberti
for they detract from the beauty of the ediflioce.

Alberti died in April of 1472 at Rome, His body was later moved to
Florenve, and interred in the family sepulours at Santa Crooe. HNothing is
known of his death but he had lived = full life of sixtyweight years. He was
a typical uomo universales He was & man learned in nearly every phase of the
intelleotuasl 1ife of the Remmissamse, He may rightly be considered "the true
precursor of leonardo da Vineds*S)} An exmmination of his pedagogiocal trast
will introduce us to one phase of his many talentse

60 Cfe the ploture in Hanoini, Alberti, 462,

61 Eugene livents, les Praourseurs de la Renaissance, Paris, 1882,
83, '




CHAPTER 111

THE CARE OF THE FAMILY:d BOOR 12
19 When Lorenszo Alberto, our father, was gravely 1ll with the final
illness which took him from this life, he desired very much to see his brother,
Ricolardo Albertoe® When he heard of the latter's forthocming visit, he sat
up in bed and showed signs of belng gays e who had been continuously around
him were comforted by his delight. Seeing Lorenszo more relieved than usual
wag joyful for us; we becsme hopeful from what we saw,

1 Alberti defined the family as "the ochildren, wife, relatives
living in the house, their familles, and the servants, I m-m h'c Libro 111,]
286¢ Alberti's family structure is bullt on age = - father First Hedisval
Italy, the family counell idea, consorteria, prevailed, This tms the Romen
prinoiple of the absolute authorlty of the fathers Alberti belleved in $he
fanily olan which was also a medieval feudal tradition, Hichel, La Penses,
31le The political and social conditions of fifteenthecentury Florence wers
80 degonerate, that the work of Alberti was rather welletimed, There was a
rise and decadense of families, and the vengeance, personal jealousies, and
factions only upset the security of the oitisen, Voodward, Studies in

Education, Bie

2 Alberti refsrred to this work in his Vitas "He @wc%‘hrou
the Tugoan books I, II, mamr#m at Rome In ninety before

thirty years old," %ﬁ'ﬂ. e The best amhm m of this
tract 4s I Primi Ire da, edited by Fe Ce Pellegrini,
This work is & transis 3 numbsrs on the left refer to the

pages in that text,

3 Alberti, I Primi Tre, XLIX; Son of Bensdetto Alberto and brother
of Lorenso. Engaged in commerces Declsred s rebel in 1412, beoause he
returned to Bologoa from whish he was exiled. Died there in 1422,




Adovardo® and Lionarde Alberti,% most gentile and learned men, were
20
addressed by Lorenszo in almost these same wordss lords ocould not express
how mch I wanted to see Rlociardo Alberto, for I desired to gottle certain
family affelrs with hime In sddition, I would recommend to him my two sons,
Battista sod Carlos X am in deep thought because of them, but not that I
would ever deny their goodness to anyonoes Though Risclardo may not seem
sprightly and diligent to you, the fact weighed upon me not to leave our
relatives this burdens It displeased me to leave such a pitiful task to
anyone, but I instrusted Ricoiardo and each of you at length as 0 how to make
my sons good men and to develop the virtuousnsss they should possess for their
desdu,

Then Adovardo, the older of the two, replieds Lorenso, yowr words
have moved me very muchi I perceive that you possess the paternal love and
kindness which still stimulstes mes I have noticed that you instructed every=
ons in the house to have similar ohariw‘s toward one anothers You have slways
21

4 Ibide, XXXIIXI, 13761422, son of Alberto and Margherita Albertis
6 Ibide, XINII, 1392=1428, son of Herosz2o di Bernardos
References n&m mde ta oharity in: la Iitro II, 189,

Liwe I1II, azs. 329 :m Ires Cona Fwi trinoniali, 103,
%_wm 1 mx- “"Tvg' " _xgu;_.,.

» 120, Libro m‘. IbAd,, I11; GSverno Dells Faaly
22, &0, istola, 288, 269, MQ. 73 Pontifex m‘w Boy 40
Dello La Baglons, Opuscoll Morall, 129,




shown diligence and ocare to all, and have put the poodness and honor of the
famdly above all thingse It seetn to me that you judge oorrectly the faith
and integrity of Riooiardo, your brother in blood, likeness, axd hadbits, No
one is more affable, more tranquil, or more content than he, However, do net
doubt that we are not of the seme mind as hes he 1s interested not omly in
your song, but even in the least mamber of the households

What 12 faremost in owr minds ie that you should de known ns a good
and most falthful parent, If friendship 1s more enduring than relationship,
we, &8 true and upright friends, wdll do the toilowing: Vhat you hold dear,
Lorenso, and vhat you desire and recoumend shail be oarried out as much as
possibley for each of us also loves thems Vie shall do this most willingly
becauss it should be a jJoy for us to sssist these young men in the asquisition
of praise and honere You are the best oxampls they could have of ths need
for reputation anmd m_% in their livess In addition, we ses them endowed wil]
such an intollect snd character that would make them become worthy mone
22

But God has given all of us health and joy, lorenzo, so do not
think that you have not used tham to give yowr sons everything possible, It
scems to me that you are growing better, mad I hope that you yourself may be
able to ocare for your own sonse

lorenzos How? I should be at fault, if I did not esteem both of
you as dear brothers end true friendss How sould I honestly have believed
that my affairs would be oconsidered insignificant to those who are related to
me and have alwsys been showered with my benevolence snd love? Yet, it would




be more pleasing to me not to leave you my works

Although dying does not trouble me much, yet the sweetness of livingd
the pleasure of discoursing with you and my frisnds, and the delight received
from my business affairs are all scrrowful to leavel I should not wish to be
deprived of them ahead of time, Perhaps that would be less grave for ms to
lose, if I were to say of myself as Julius Caesar’? used to say of himselfs I
am not so old that I should die, nor do I possess the happiness that & longer
1ife mipght bestow upon mes It would be the greatest joy for me to be in my
father's house, in la pateria, and in possession of our lost powers If life
has not given me any reward, at least I shall die and be entombed among my
forefatheral

If fortune doss not allow it to me, Or mature whioch follows its own
course, or even if I were born to suffer these miseries, I think it would not
be wise for ms to do those things without patience® which not even force ata

Raforcncoa also made in the f‘ollowinga Alberti, I Primi Tre
Libtro II, 143. 1la T ta, Dan' - Livro 111, TRE, AT Tor
azs. va "'n'" 208, ma«. 1113 DeXIT Arte
!alm

33@ Ibide, IV
mm%’ B et b oo ey Coon Ay s I8 e fatmmite, Goers

8 References also mede in the followings Albertd, I Prmi Ire
libro I11, 262, 289 Dolla Traqu ma now Animo, Litre II, ﬂ‘. IE‘%

y Lidro

Doloh o5 08, ]
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for mes I should be more contont, my children, not to abandon you at this
timee 1 should not die young, = thet I may then work for the honar of our
25

houses But if another fate requests my spirit, I do not want to act contrary
to that whioch gave ms it to enjoye DBe it done to me to ths extent that it
ploases Gode?

Advardo: What you say is trus, and sioh thoughts are an aid in
overooming every fear of death, Remsmber that the termimation of life is
necessary for mortals. Although you wish to overcome the fear and shadow of
death,10 it 1s nscessary, oven in slokness and weakness, not to excuse youre
selfs I believe that the sver-mindful anxietiss disturd the tranquility of
the soulj such anxieties comsiat of thinking of those vhom one leaves and
those to whom ons should entrust thems I 4o not know who could manage your
numberless affairs, yot 1 do not believe that this concern helps your infirmitw

Henwe, I think it will be betiter for you to remain more restful,
24
Lorenso, and encourage yourself to do the following: Have hope for both
yourself and your lot; dwell on the thought that your scas will be of such
& type that you will ba very contented ¥i th thems

9 "ne piglic contro a mlo snimo,"” A Christian thought in conformityl
with the will of God, OCfs Appendix I,

10 "la paura et 1l'ombwe delia morte, Cf, Alberti, 1 Primi Tre, 23
ne 10s Cf, Job, IXII, §, X, 22, XII, 223 Psalms, XXII, 43 mm.'ﬂﬁ.
10, 1“" Ste Luke, 1' T
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Lorenso: My sons, always possess virtu, and consider it as the fores
most thing whioh can lead you to a better life, It is impossible not to
praise it even if one does not wish to, Notice how these men esteem you, and
how they have promised to do a great deal for you. If you will emulate them,
you will develop more honor, Every commendable virtu can increase good talents.

Perhaps, Adverdo and Lionardo, I sm saying what 1s really not true.
But perhaps it is permitted that a father think the virtu of his sons is
greater than it actually iss Nor should 1t be considered unwise in urging my
sons to love virtu: In your presence I have shown them how much I revere it,
and how muoh it would pleass me to see them very virtuous. In this way even
the least pralse they receive will seem great to me.

It is true that I sndeavored in every action to be more loved than
feared by alle Nor did I ever seek to be a segnare, and my sons, on their
part, have always been obedient and reversnt mem who have listened to and
followed my commandments. Never have 1 seen any stubborness in them, nor have
25
they ever revealed any vicess I prepared them to be patient, and hope with
me that thedir good habits would daily improve, But who does not know how
uncertain the 1ife of a youth may betdl It ocould be that if they had & vice,

11 "Chi non sa quanto dubbiosa la via dells gzlmmm/.‘ Cf.
Parables of Solomon, Prove., XXX, 18«18,
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they would hide it from the eldersl® out of fear of shame, but in time, it is
revealed and mnifesteds

If there i3 n lack of fear and reverence in youth, vice, as a
result, inoreazes dailys They tend to deprave and corrupt themselves by ugly
conversationa, habits, and a thousand other ways to meke a good man wioked,
In our land and elsewhere, ws have seen the sons of the most valiant oitizens
manifest the best dispositions as little children, they would be full of
gontlensss and politensss. Then, due to the negligence of those who should
have ocorrscted them, they ended life es infamous men,

I am reminded, at this point, of our father, Bensdetto Alberto,13
Ve know him as a man of prudence, of sxeellent reputation, snd sought after in
many things for the zood and honor of the famlly, He was encouraged by the
other Aldberti forefathers to be as diligent as they were in family affairse
Ho wonld often says It is often sald that the only duty of a father is to
refill the cellay granerye But he hus much mere to doe A father ought to
watch over all, to know the company they keep, and %o observe all habits,

1z Axms. planed great trust ia the abllity of the elders to govern
the familys "¢ o o by nature the offive of governing the multitude is in the
elders, Hot begause they have lived a long time, but because experience in
things, nhuh is nacdod, is not asoequired exoept with the space and provess of
time and age," De Litro 1XI1, W 111, 15%0s Again he
said, “"One often we in the mmc 83 I asked them gquestions
listensd to them, and obeyed them," Ooverno Della Famiglia, Ibide, V, 64.

18 Alberti, 1 m XL, 1820-1388, Grandfather of Battiste,
Engaged in commerce, poc%a’inimssamafw;,
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Any bad habits discovered should be corrected and smended with words of
reasonl® and not of wrathe

A fotherts authority should be more strict than a commander, but he
should be more & counselor thon o commanders Yet, if nocessary, he mist be
more severe and sharps Alfs.thu' ghould be ever-mindful of the psace and
tranquility of his whole femily., He ought to use his counsel and fatherly
talent 1like s target to gnide his family with yirtu and honors In times of
nisfortune, he should guide the youth and not abandon them to the violence of
fortunes Fever allow them to remain fallsn. Never permit them to attempt
anything foolish e¢ither %o vindicate themselves or to prove soms youthful and
27
frivilous ideass In times of good fortumw, and more so in tempestuous times,
never allow them to leave the guide of reason and ruls of living,

Be watchful and provident of every mist of envy, every cloud of
hats, every contrary wind, and every reef snd danger vhich could strike the
family. Be like an experienced pilot who is mindful of the winds and usos

14 a ¢ o the influence of Horace'c Ars Poetica, with its ideal
;f *goad wm. all tnmmto m@ gha ai.mm of reason pndumto 1:,3, .
iterature md literary ticiam," B5p A History of o
149, Alberti had resd Horsce, His opinion of resson was tha oy %
born to be similar to a beast ¢ « « by his nature man investigates the reasons
for things, snd examines thom in their relationship %o the ww
Li!n'e I, %Vol 111, 47» "Reason by its nature always
and moet praiseworthy things and moderates desires,"
Dﬂ. , Libro II, ibide, 6Ge AlbDerti belisved that God gave man his
use o% reason, but an unbalanced resson always errse Della Tranguilita Deld!
Animo, Libro I, 25, 32, Opere Volgeri, Ie
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his knowledge of previous dangors. He remembers that one who spreads out all
the salls while in port might rip them, He knows that it 1s more dangerous
to sall badly ono time than 1t is to reach port safaly a thousand timess

Envy vanishes when pomp is modests 'hen nothing but happinsss
prevaila, hate is qusnched, Vhen you fortify yourself with kindness and grace,
and not with soorn and anger, wnfrlondliness 4s checked snd restraineds The
elders of the family ought to be mindful of all these thingss They ought to
be proopt and attentive to various aspocta of a situations And, in additiom,
you should be solicitous and careful in moking & zood youth more virtuous and
accaptable to our citizena,
28

Fathers in every age know that a virtuous son offers them much
happinesss A son's virtu depends on his father's care, lasinessi® and sloth
grow wild and diminish decency, but & solisitous and dutiful father will
emballish 4t, Covetous, lasoivious, iniquious, snd proud mem burden & family
with infuny, illefortuns and miseries. Good mem who possess kindness, moders
ness, and gentleness will not be a sowce of concern to & family. %This
on the diligence and solisitude of the family to amend anl govern the youthe
They know that 4f part of the family should fall, it might cause the rest to
become debased, And if the family is of a high rank or fortums, the ruin will
be the greaters

16 "fhrough their lasiness and negligence, many lose thelr most
honored place smong the citisens, their fortuns, and their dignity." Alberti,

Deiohiarchia, Libro I, 24, Opere Volgari, Ille
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The top stones of & wall /fhe youth/ are those that are troken in
fallings But these same stonss may be better for the good of the family, if
they are properly amandeds Nor will praise, mildowss, and sweet words alone
restrain the appetitecs of the young, awaken the lasy minds, or enkindle wills
cold to persomal homor or the greater good of the family and patriss Nor does
any work seem movre oasy to 4o or more warthy of a father than to restrain the
exoessive licenses of youth with prudencel® and measures If you wish to make
yourself more desorving in youthful syes, retain in yourself the estoeem of
the auvthority and reverence of old age,.

Hor is there sny other way in vhich the elders can acquire, inorease,)
and preserve in themselves greater authority and dignity than by oaring for
the youth, making them virtuous, more lesrmed, honored, loved and estesmed,
They should instill in them the desire of more sublime things, direcot them
in the studies of the best and most prailssworthy things, enkindle in thelr
zinds the desire for praise and honore Morsover, the slders should root out

16 [EBsferencor also made to prudence in the followings Albdberti,
8, 13, 14, Libro 11, 162, 180, 184, 135. 216, 219¢ Libtro III, £41,
TR, S 338, 345, 348, 361, 399, 1 11a Tranguilite
Anzm Libro 11, 88, livre IIX, :.g.s 16
221, 233, 236, Della ¥
:v.'é'h'm’ 388, . 840, 447, :
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b 45, 14 Ecatomf . » » SN0 &
376, Ibide, 111 Governo "““mm s, 22, 10, T, %" ondSTFIRT,
%sa. éhm.. 150; Husen, Opuscoil , 48, 635 P M,‘m’,
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every diesclute wish and discontentment of the soul in the young, and thus
the very root of vise and cause of hate shall be extripated from the soul,
Shower them with good example,

Never do what some evarioious old men dos There are those who want
their sons to do much, end, as a result, their sons are more missradle and
serviles Thess men esteem riches above honor, and teach their sons ugly
habits and vile practises, I do not praise that harmful liberality vhioh is
without reward of feme or friendshipe 1 censure greatly all niggardliness,
tut exveesive display is also displeasing,

0ld mon, then, are as common fathers to all youthe They are
comparable to the mind and soul of the whols body of the familys As a man whoe
goes about with bare feet is disdained, so, to0, & negligont elder does not
marit great regarde I blame such men, in part, too for leaving a dishonored
30
familye They should be like the ancient Lacedemoniens who were reputed to be
fathers end tutors to oll those undor ageel? They would correct any devistion
from the rule, sad were grateful to anyons who would oorrsst their own sons
by any better methodse It was prajseworthy for s fathwr to render kindness
and mercy to all he could, if they were not oocupied in scme manner, they
would always try to make their sons more olvil and modests Through this
excellent disoipline of habits, they rendered glory to their coumntry and

37 GSpertan education was & public and not s Jdomeatio affair,

References also made to the lacedemonians in the followings Matrimonisli
Tolgerd, 1, 161y Della Paaiglis, IV, Inids, 46Ty W
» P MQ Ib: o8 3 ' » gg‘qo Im’.tiu! § L gz 154
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honored it with immortal and wellwmerited fame. To avold the development

of sumlties, they would lmmediastely remove and destroy any anger or unfriends
1linesse They oreated a land of virtue and politensss in its place, Everyons
made use of all of the zeal, strength and talent he possessed, The elders
would advige the young, and set themselves up as good examples, The young,
in turn, would obey and imitate,

Benedetto would relats these and many other such things as being
necessary for fatherss Thus it is praiseworthy for fathers or their substi-
tutes to govern the youths And I reject the opinions of thoss who belleve
that nons other than fathers should govern the younge And I urge that ny
dear sons remain faithful and affectionate to their parents and those to
3 S
whom they are entrusted,

Hsnoe, my sons, I think it is the duty of the young to love and
obey their elders, revere them, estesm them as if they were their fathers,
and ronder them, as is their dus, the groatest respect and homors The elders
have proof of meny things, they know the many habits, oustoms, and minds of
men, and they have the best remedies in times of misfortune,

Our fether, Benedetto, was such a man as I, He always wanted us to
bs known as most oivil and prudent men in all things, One time, vhen he was
in Rhodes with somes friends, he began considering the iniquious ealamity of
our familys He thought fortune had bestowed too muoh injury on our familys
Hs was perturbed, because some of the sitisens were envious and had unjust
hate for hime. Benedstto foretold many things whioh have already coms to pasas
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It goems that he would hear marvelous things, end would relate them to hils
listeners who found it difficult to account for his wisdoms They would beg
him to reveal ¢o them how he could foretell so far in advanve what would
32
happens Sir Benedetto, a most kind and gentle man, would laugh and uncover
his hsade BHe would point to his gray hairs and says These hairs are what
makes we prudent and wisee VWho would doubt thet in a long life there 18 a
great memory of the past, a training in many things, much intellectusl exere
oise in osoming to know the eause and effsot of things, In addition, an old
msn can learn how o compare present things with past things, and thus see
how much ohanoe they have of suvoesss Does this not seem to be the best
advice for rendering and sustaining the family in times of trisls and tribue
lations? If the family is in dire straits, will thiz not restore it? The
nowledge of ths slders, use of the intelleot and prudence, when combined with
diligenoe, are those things that keep fortune in bloom, and adorn the family
with praise, glory and splendors

There should be a great reverence for slders, ™o else ocould keep
the family in happinsss, and gulde it from unhappiness? You have received
your very life and training in the sequisition of virtu from your fatherss
Their sweat, solicitude and labor have led you to becoms mem of your age,
men of fortuns, and men of the soolal stratum in whioh you £ind yourselvess
You are obligated to whomever aided you in necessity and hardship, and you
33
are most obligated to whomever never allowed you to leave the house with a
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need for anythinge If you find it necessary to reveal every thought, affair,
and fortune %0 a friend whom you love and for whom you suffer inconveniences,
labor and sweat, remember you should do even more for your fathers o whom
you are more obligateds If your friends and acquaintances cen share youwr
riohes and possessions, your fathers can even mores FOr, you have received
1ife, a name and nourisiment from hime Therefors, in accordamse with the
desires of the fother and elders of the house, one should give the youth his
every wish, thought eand reascn, Above all, one should advise them to love
thelr fathors ami elders more than othorses They should be taught to de
prudent and experienced, and to follow joyfully the imstructions of those who
ghould have more good sense,

Hor should young men be reluctant to aid thelir elders in old age
and physical weaknssse They should hope that others do the same for them in
their old ages They should be prompt and diligent im trying to give camfort,
34
pleasure and composure to the agede The eged do not believe there is any
pleasurs comparable to that of seeing their young develop good habits and a
lovabls nature, and, certainly, they find the groatest omafort in seeing those
for wham they have the greatest expectations become sought after, loved and
honoreds An o0ld age is spent in greater contentment when one sees his young
on the straight path and with the good habtits of a quist and honorable life.

However, young man, it is your duty tc make your fathers and elders
content net only in thuoe things, but also in everything which renders joy,
happiness and plu.swre to your owne Thus, my sons, follow virtu, flee from




vioces, revere the elders, live joyfully, honored and loveds

The first step in reknown it to make yourself welleliled and
beloveds The first step in aoquiring bensvolenmoe is to be virtuous and honest
with alle The first step in adorning yourself mith yirtu is to hate vioces
and to flee from bad occmpanionss One should always be in the company of men
who heve encugh moral worth to sustain yous Never leave those who give good
exmrple and teach you how to asquire virtu amd good habitse You cught teo love
and revers them, and enjoy being known by men of honore Do not be hardened,
obstinate, louss or vain, Rather, mn the contrary, be tractadle, docile and,
in old age, serious and pensive, 7Iry %o be most pleasing to allj; be an
reverent and obedient as possidle to your slderse
36

Eindness, gemtleness, oontinence and modesty in youth are always
praised and extolled. I do not wish to boast about myself, but it is good
to give you en example of my own houssholds Such an example is sasier to
remonber sud more plsasing to hear than unrelated oness I do not ever recall
beding in any plase with Ricodardo or ths slders unless I too was there,
whether 1 sat or stood, ever paying them the greatest reverences In any pudblid
place I was alwmys prepared, so that I could render ths necsasary services
vhen requesteds Vhensver I would swse them, I would rige, taks off my hat,
and pay them honors If I chould encounter them anywhere, 1 would leave my
amsement and company to be with the elders and scoompany thems Nor did I
ever leave them and return to my company without my father®s permission, I
was praised for this obedience and observence by both the older pesple and the
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younge To me, 1t seemed that I did my dutys It would have been ghameful to
me not to greet and anogquiesce to my olderss
36

It alwnys seemed proper to me to open my heart to and seek sdvice
from Rioclardo whom I respected as a fathere The idea of vensrating and
honoring old age was ever im my mind,

Notice, my sons, that virtm is apparently difficultse I4s opposite,
at firet sight, my seem easy and delightful, Howsver, inwardly the following
difference is founds In vice, there is more repentence than suontentment,
more pain than pleaswre, more is lost then is found to ouwr advantages In
virtu, on the contrary, jJoy, pleasure and sweetness always oontent yous This
virtue never pains or burdens you, sxd 1t becomes more and more pleasing and
useful to you. TYou will grow more in good habits and sane judgements; you
will be sought after and desired, But if you think you can be & man without
some kindliness, you will never f£ind tho least bit of happiness in yourselves,

The following prineiple alone could be yirtus Render blessed and
those who with all their souls and works dediocate themselves to following and
observing every precept with whioh to remove omeself from vices Flee from
every wicked habit and every unpraiseworthy thing.18

I would prefer leaving you virtu as an inheritance instead of r&&waﬁ
However, my sons, this is not possibles I have done everything possible to

18 Cfe Appendix Il
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geach you chy rrinciple, help and means with which to socumlate honors,
gavours, and great renowis It remeins for you to use the ability given you
by mturesd? I do not think that you are ungifteds Noke your natwe better
by study, the exercise of good works, and labour in the good arts and letterse
You must use the wealth I leave you to better yoursslves and make yourselves
t 1
wore acceptable to the family and ocutsiderss I think you prefer to ses ms
alive and with you, my sons, for my absence may be Jnown to you in times of
troudble and necessitys I kunow well wat the fortume osn do to the unsxperie
enved minds of youbth to whom counsel and aid are lackinge 1 should give you
our house as an axample, It abounds in prudence, reasom, experience, firmness,
virility and olarity of minds Nevertheless, furious and iniguitous fortume
mows how strong we arsesbulwarked with solid counsel and firm reasone-ageinst
adversitios,

Be of styrong mind, for adversities are of the very substance of
yirtu. Are not those of firm mind, balamoed understamiing, and strong naturel

19 Albertits conoept of nature inoluded joy and pleasurs in
sddition to harmony and arder. Saittm, Il Pensiere, I, 405 In Book Three

o

of la Fomiglia, Alberti spoke ) 0250 sald that mature bestowsd
hree 8 on us from “our first timo, free willes"you can choose good
W bed in so much as it seems suoh or plesses you"ewand the bodyw="nature

Sabjected it 1ike an instrumentessin which the soul is moved; nature commends
@4 never obeys any other except its ovm souls” Opere Volgzari, II, 241«242
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4alent®0 able to acquire groat honor in both difficult and adverse circum
stances as well as in those traaquil and prosperous? However, conquor fortune
with patience,sl and the inigquity of men with zeal for virtus Adept your-
sslves to the habits of men with solid reason and prudence.®® Conform youre
sslves to the hablts of men with modesty, kindness, and discretion. Aboave
all, by means of yowr nstural talemt, tact, weal and work seek to be among
the virtuous ani counted among the nobles

Let nothing be more dear to you than virtue Alwsys be dedicated
to lmowlsdpe and wisdom, putting behind everything else not 4o your advantagoe

20 References alaso made to matural talent im the fullowing: Alhmﬂl
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21 "They say that patiemce, with manifest qourtesy, overcmmss the
soornful lock of the bitter Furiess” Della Tranquilite Dell' Animo, Libro

111, 96, Opere Volgari, I.

22 “"Ihey say that prudence is & most seoure wull which cannot be
oast down by machines, nor overcomes by treachery, The true foundation of
prudence is a good mind, and & wellwmatured and examined reasons®

Deichierchis, Libro II, €5, Opere Volgari, Ils
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As for your desires, let honor and praise alone obtain first places Never
38
put riches before acclaim, o other labor will seem more arduous than that
of seeking true honor and estesms If one finds the frults of his works, he
will always bs virtuouse Do not hesitate to porsevers in learning®d and the
artse Persevers in praiseworthy things, and hold on to good dootrine and
disoiplins, It pleases me that you have tuilt a good solid foundation
[oatter/?h during your early years by learning to be strong in adversitye
You will bs honored, my sons, not only in the tender ywars but those that
remain as welle Go through the years and cverocoms the problem and th
of neoessitys If you have learnsd to fear evil und overcome the rough blows
of fortuns, it will be a great trimmph far you when you attsin adult ages
Until now you have remmined stronge Simnce you do not lack diligence,
39
soliclitude and love for estesmed and honoreble things, you will very rarely
need either my help or that of any cther morinlse

Those who have virtu within them find that they need very few other
thinges A great deal of wealth, virtue and singular happiness will abide in
those who know how t0 be content with yirtu alone. Blessed are those who

23 After his student days at Bologna, Alberti held a differant
view on studlies. “But this most arduous labor of studies, and this moet
grave thought of the mind always oauses us more torment than ocontentment,”

Delle Gomodita Bt Delle Inoemodita Delle Letters, Opuscoli Mersli, 1sl.
7/
24 YNote sbove, Adversitiss are the matter of virtu.
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prosont themselves adorned with good habits, many friemds, and full of
favour and rich in kindness for his fellow citizense No ono will bo greater
end more glordous than those who have dedioated themselves to inoreasing
their fothers' laond, their families and follow citizens with fame and doeds
40 be romembereds This alons will earn for them names rich in everlasting
pralss, worthy to stend with thoge of ancestorss My soms, it will be your
duty to exert yourselves in wirtu, in jood acts, and in jood disoiplines Do
the following: Try in every possible honast way, in every work, snd with all
40
your a*krangﬁh, to merit praiss cnd theanks from Adovardo, Lionardo and the
slders of the Albertl familye Seck benevolence and reveronce from strongerse
Leave a memory of your exceptiomal deeds to owr relatives and their descene
dentse

Be of good mind, for you will have Adovardo, Lionardo and the
others with youe I hope that they will have an affecticmate care for yous
I Imow that the nature of the Alberti's is to be lowables I do not believe
that they ever wish to be thought hard or inhwrmnes And they will aid you in
striving to asquire virtue Therefore, I beseech you, Adovardo and Lionardo,
to note the age of these boyss You know the dengers of youthy you apprecisats
the great honor of yow femilys Be solicitous and talos this task as your own.

It is the obligation of everyome to study how vorthlessness grows
in the same house with virtue and famn, Vhy do tley honor those already desd?
Is it not so that the kindness and responsibility of the living may be
praised and thought good? If such is the mso,uitm‘kmmmmam
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to honor the living? 1 am not saying this because I desire praise for my
two sonse 1 say it that my recommendations will de helpful to them after I
dies
41

Lorenso spoke thus while lionarde and Adovardo were silemts ZThe
dootors wore surprised at his mental alertness, and advised him to rests BHe
did 0 and we left the roomm,

¥ho would ever think, said Adoverdo, a father would have such love
for his sons? Lorenso hus ite All love is powerfuls 1 have seen many
expose their goods, time, fortane and effort to show how faithful a friend
could bes Thare are many stories of men who hawve had similar devotedness, but
I cortainly do not believe that any love it more firm or sinoere than the love
of a father toward his children,

zmmm»m-umﬂm&msmm'amm
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powerful and strong in the minds of mortals«®® He olassed them as prophesies,
ministers, poets and love. Thus love disturbed by corporeal beauty seems more

ferocious and furious to mes. But it more frequently ssems to 'bwme shameful ,
42

E,
4

dangerous and disgrunting beosuse of disdain or o new desire, I do not deny
that true love is bound by an interior strong love, However, I do not believe
that trus frisndship has a pore ardent sud more devout affection of the soul
than that whish sparges spontansously in the father's souls Here it takes
root and is borne

Iiomardo: I% i pot for me to judge how much interior affection
a fathsr should have for his sonss I do not have children, and do not know
wat pleasure 1t is, But Judging what I know from eonjecture, it seems
advissble for me to agres with yous I say that a fatherts love may well
inorease as it is more regarded, As an argusent, I sulsdt that whioh we Just
mw, Lorento recomsended his sons to us with much devotion and tenderness,
1 do not think that he wanted to render them more dear to us, but I bellieve
at the spirit of patermal love moved hime He did not seem to think that
Shy men oould have enough soliocitude and prudence for another's sons as manie
fosted by Ghe regard and counssl of a fathere To be truthful, Lovenzots
Wquests arfected me this way: He thercughly convinced me it is just and

o

88 Reference to this may be found in Plato's ¢ Alborti
:Mmztmmmmmammmum%nam.
® Alberts, I Primi Tre, 41, Ne 18+
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reagonnhle to be diligent and mindful of the orphans and youths of the housew.
43
holde At times, I could not restrain my tears, but then I aaw you more desp
in thought than I

Adovardes Every word of Lorenzo moved ms now to compassion than
to tendernass, 1 shall hmve the same resctions to the sons of my friends
and those of my rolativess I shall do the seme for alls It is trus,
Lionardo, I connot treat them as I do my own sons, UVere I to do so, I would
think I was oither fraudulent or out of my mind.87 But who cught not be
kind to orphens? ¥ho would not be ever-mindful of the father of these orphans
end his last wards written in your hearts? Did net your dying friend leave
you his children, his dearest possessions, and place them in your arms?
Liomardo, I would prefer to allow my omn to bo without sorwthing rather than
suffer the least want, for I alons am the judge of the necesalities of my owne
We must add them to receive honor, fems and grow in good hablt,
44

I bellieve that anyons vho, by neglizence or avarice, allows a
neturel talent, striving for honor and fams, to sulfer, merits not only repree
henaion but the greatest punisiment, If ono does not take ocore of a bull,
the animal suffers beosuse of his neglipence, But think of the men who allows

27 Albertl later seid that "it is a eign of little charity to
disdain your own and benefit othersl It is a sign of faithlessness not to
entrust your cwn end then to entrust the sons of others,” Governo Della

Famizlla, Opere Volgari, 60s
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others to suffer missries of the body and spirit, becauwse he iz shiftless and
neglizonte Will not such & man deserve to be hated ani considered of no
rogerd by good men? Akl Be on puard ageinst such orusltys Feor the
propheslies of Gode Give me that true prophecy that sayss: If one doss not
obsarve the farmilies of others, his own will not take root,

Lionarder I ses semehow now how serious it 43 to Le & fathere It
strikes me that the words of Lorenzo have touched you more than I thought,
Your words remind me of your sones. 'hile you spoke, I felt a doubt grow
vithin me as to which ls greaterwsthe care and solleitude of a father toward
his sons or the pleasure and contentment received in educating the youthe I
do not doubt that it is a serious task, I do not think it is a fatherts
£irst concorn to meke his sons morc dear to hime Almost everyone naturally
likes his own deeds vhethor he be the writer or the poety I think a father
45
loves his sons more besuuse they are his own works All desire that their
worica endure forever and be praised snd plessing to alle

Adoverydo: It 4s true that that to which you have utterly devoted
yourself is always most deare In addition, there sooms to be a certain
raturel propensity in o father to have and reise well his children., Later
they rejoics themsslves by beholding in them their own libensss, All their
hopes in old age are orystallised in them, and they have a strong support in
their childrens

But ons should reflect that there are mwh anxieties :nd sadness
in raising ohildrens One will obserwe how fathers ars always conoernsd when
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their sons do not returns Recall Terences28 Did he not worry when his sons
had not returned? What were his thoughts? What suspieiocns ran through his
mind? How fearful he was? He feared that his son might have fallen and
broken a bons or suffered soms other zmishape There are men who put the things
dear to them above thamselvess ¥We are alweys solicitous end wmtohful in
guiding our sons on the road to good fortume, If nature did not require this
solicitude and oare from fathers, I think thers would be few vho would repent
having sonse Notice that the btirds end animals do just what natwre demandse
46
They labor to mske a nest or den, and are assiduous axd effective in defending
and guarding thelr youngs 7They search solicitously for food for thelr young,
and nature aids them in thise

What you consider an snnoymmoce or incoavenisnoe is a pleasure or
dslight to us fatherse BSuch a feeling is born of almost o matural necessity
in usy Do not obildren mssn more t0 us than anything else? Riches are
reputed to be useful, and are diligmily sought after, but they are proven to
replete with worry and melancholys The seguori are reversd and feared, and
it 1s very olear they are burdened with the cares of offices

It seems that sverything has a corresponding opposites To death,
1ifey to dariowess, lighte You camnot have the one without the others Thus

28 Referemoces slso made to Tmmg in the following: Alberti,
Della Irsnguilite Y Animo, Libro I’ 43, Libro 11, 59, 686, O V_o_lm s
m“u"mﬂuw M 167, 11, 217, Idide, IIls Dialego, ﬁ’?"
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it is with ohildremn, We cannot have hopes for thew without despair, nor
joyfulness and sweetness without sadness and bitterness. I do not deny that
as children grow older, they also bring joy, but even then the melancholy oan
aiso increases In human minds, more misery than happiness is felt, and less
pleasure and heppiness than sorrow and harsghness., lowever, they hurt with
the latter and give joy with the formers

It is always wonderful to have thoughtful sons, yet there iz cnuse
in nxre concern when they grow upe Mors diligemwe, care and work is required
when they get olders Do not doubt, Lionarde, that the role of a father
47
causes both solicitude and melancholys

Lionardos I can resdily believe that all affairs are similar, I
notics that mature is slways careful that every crested thing be conserved,
thenever a created thing begine to exist, it receives nourislment and help
for the preservation of 1ifes I see how the roots of plants and little trees
extend nourishment to the trunk, the trumk to the branshes, and the tLranches
t0 the leaves and fruit, Thus 1t is maturel to think that fathers will fail
in nothing in the upbringing of their childrens

1 think 4t 4s the fathers' duty to be soliocitous in the ralsing of
thelr childrene How, I ask, is that patsrmal watohfulness au absclute
necessity, or 18 1% a 1mmwmm&ummmmm
childrens' acts? Vhen a fatber sess a rare virtus in his children, he is wry
pleased, He vwill be mors eagor $o campliment him, Yet, the day is often
seen when the son goes off to & far away countrys There, wearisd from want,
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he bacomes a man of evils It is not owr intention to investigate whioh

basio love everyone should have, nor why any disparity of love should develop
in a fathers You have told me that every abnormality is derived from a
oorrupted nature and depraved talentse The ssme nmature which seeks perfection
48

in all things also separates and deprives the son of evil from true, internal
paternal loves Then it can also be said that fathers profer to be praised

by another's sons, especially those born of domestio servanta,

I do not wish to contradiot you, but I would like to olarify a
points You mentioned that fethers are often saddened by their sons, 1 do
not think that a wise father would become disturbed and sad, nor should he
have soruples or worriess To exemplify:s There are duties which pertain to
the nurse or mothor more so than to the father, 1 think the early years of
the child ought %o be entrusted to women rather than men. I am not one of
those who wants his som to play ball nesr his father, Foolish men, how little
they realize the dangers of a young child in those strong manly arms. The
aslightest embrace might distort the =mmall tender bones, They can hardly
mensge them with gracefulnesss In fact, a bone could be braken, which would
not be discovered until mach later,

49

Then again, the first age of s ohild is always outside the father's
arms, for a ohild rests and sleeps in & mother's bosoms The age that follows
this iz a delightful one, for the child begins %o utter words and signifies
his wishes, The vhole house listons, and the neighborhood talks about it
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It is a joy to interpret and cormend what the child says end doesy he seems
to bud like springe Fond hopes, signs of a clever mind, and & s0lld memory
sre the source of comfort to fathers and & joy to the adult,

Hor do I bellieve there is a father so busy that he will not find
emusement in the presence of his children. Cat0,%? the good mn of antiquity,
had the surname "Fise," and s0 he was reputed to bes Though he was very
congbant and striot in all things, he would often interrupt his public and
private affairs to spend a day with his childrens Children apparently were
no caugse of trouble to him, for he delighted to see them smile and tulk; he
anjoyed their simple sharms, Adovardo, if the fathers! oconcern is slight end
affected by delight, hopo, laughtor and good humor, what are the melancholies
associnted with paternity? Help me soe them,

50

Adovardos 1% will be a pleasure to tell you. It pains me Yo soe
you and others without heirs for owr familys end I must heve a larpger family
to compensate for your lacke I think your condition exists, besause you wish
to live alane rather than suffer any of the inconveniaences or trials azeooie
abted with a family. Vhy, you are not even trying to sucseed to your fatherts

Referances also made to Cato in the mxmgs Albarti. 5‘ Proemio,
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pare or positions 1 especially wanted you, among all the others, to make
a name for yourselfs Your childrem would inorease the Alberti family, but
I hesitate to encourage you regarding anything about which you have hesitated,

I beliove I oan show you that a father's sadness ias great and en~
durings You will see that even ths most affectionate futhers of every age
have s sadness end tears besides happiness and laughters We must consider
soriously before finding good authority, ani we appeal to 1t at the opportune
times Ve puet find an suthority that lacks weakness and lewdnsess, In
addition, we must have a mind that is free from vioces and blemishos. These
oorrupt the bloodsy we must prevent them from bringing scandal and shame to
our houses,

It will take a long time %0 recount how necessary filial respsot
1s, and the labor required to discover the honesty and goodmess of authority.
Perbaps you will not believe that melancholy oan be very great, but you must
renamber that fatherhood is not alwmays full of Joy and happiness.

You know that there is great danger of leprosy and epllepsy in an
infirm snd wesk nurse, and these are said to oome from & women's breast,0
Koreover, you know there 1s & shortage of good nursess Why do I recount every
1ittle thing? I cherish more the fact that sons may be (and to tell the
truth, they are) a source of geat enjoyment to their fantherss You are ocharmed
5l

by their every act and ward; they show pramise of every buona speransas Every

30 Many of the maral sand pedagogloal writers of the Henaissance
believed that ohildren should be nursed by their motherss At the time, many
rich merchants left their children to the care of nurses or oriental slavess
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little action can make these little treamures sweet, and lead them on to
graater pursuitss Does it not pain one to see them fall and hurt their little
hands? It is not hard to see why the mortality rate among infants 4s so high,
and think of a fatherts comern when deprived of so much pleasure,

The childhood stege is a fatherts sadest, for a ochild is more
susoeptible to smallpox, messles, upset stomachs and many other minor illnessed
Hany of them are not recognisable; nor omn cohildren themselves tell you miad
ails thems You beoome sll the mare frightened, beoause you do not know how
52
sorious the illness might bes The slightest hurt to a child is & great
torment to the fathers

Idenardoy Since I never had a wife, and such a ons is supposed to

be a happy blessing, I ocannot say mores You know that I would oome to you,
if I wore to deeire one, Many have repeatedly exhorted me to take a wife,
and thers are those who lack good sense and chatter about glving me one,
Then, with fires of eloquencs, they discuss and lawd their cousins, prate
about soolety wid the opigins of the human species and the prooreation of
heirss 1 am adviged to teke one for who: ! have no desire or who has no
 baauty or preparation for 1life. A Just indignation rises up in me, bssause
they seek to limit the freedom of my will,

Yot, I do not wish to live forever without a wife or sons. Both
you and God know how anxious I am to find a wife, We have often sought a
wife who would be agreeable to me, but those who seemwd soceptable to me did
not geem comely to yous I have been ardently seeking to take my place in the
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fardly, but since I have no sons, my nsme shall be buried with me, But my
heart desires me not to leave my friends in such & state of annoyance, for
63
sy single state, which is one of liberty, is displeasing %o thems, I fesr that
things do not happen as they did at the sacred font of Dodona in Epirus.
Marvelous happenings are told about this places, Fleming ships would be
extinguished and extinguished ships would be inflamedes Perhaps it would be
better for me to remain inflamed to satiasfy you, or, if you believe waiting
is advisable, time should cocl this ardent inner desires

We have laughed a great deal, If I had ohildren, I would not
bother to f£ind a nurse;y a ohild haz his mother] 1 recall that Favorino, the
philosopher of Aulus Gelius, and all the other mncients praise maternal milk
more than any othere Perhaps doctors think that mursing will weaken or
ronder women sterile, but I think we are woll provided for by nature, In any
54
way we ought to remember that the milk supply is abundently inoreased during
pregnansys By the same tolcen, we oan judge the sise of the expsctant child
by the mother's physical appearances 1 would provide, as you do, & good
exporienced wetenurss to give the children good milk, if the mother's should
be bade But 4o not provide such a nurse to give your wife mors leisure or
to take the ochildrem away from here, There is an even greater danger than
the sickness a ohild might receive from bed milk, for a poor inexperienced
nurse can hurt & child and give him a psnchant toward vicess 3She can rill
the spirit with flery and beastly passions, like anger, fear or other evils,
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I belisve that s murse with a fiery maturs, because of her natural disposition]
too mich wine, or easilyw-aroused passions could well lead children to follow
her in anger and beastiality. Unhealthy milk, full of mental rancoer, can
render a child torpid, timid and ensrvateds Suoh conditions can lave many
bad effects on o child's first years.
55
Somstimes & little tree is found in a place where 1t lacks proper

nourishment for its leaves, In its fMrst years, a tree noeds much alr and
wator, lest it beoune languid and steriles It is & faot that a minor scratch
to & tender drunch iz more hoarmful then two strong blows to sn old trunke
Thorefore, ane should provide a nurse who iz joyful, clean, cooletsmpersd,
moderate snd lives s modest lifes But 1t remeins for you to agree with me
that s mother means more to a child than even the most modest and experienced
nursess After all, she i1s inclined to nowrlish her own childreny more love,
diligence and assidulity come from her than oame from any hired murse. A son
feod from his wother®s btreasts will possess more loves OFf course, 1f a mother
lacks milk, seck a happy, experisnced and modest nurses

I notice many men will exhaust themselves with joy in preserving the
health of thsir sons, This ig admircble, but we must acospt the faot that
66
meny children die in thelr first years. Childrens! pains are worse whon they
coms in pairs, Yosterdsy, the baby lay languid emd near to death, but today
is lively and stronge ihen God has determined to take your sons esrly in
1ife, it 18 a father's duty to give thanks for the many pleaswrss ths children
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hove gpiven hime I recall the response of Anaxagora, the wise and prudent
father, whom when he heard of his son's death, patiently salds It was a wise
thing to have genearated & mortal mene It did not ssem unbearable to him that
ha, born %o die, had already died., Nothing is more certaln thaz the fact that
nothing s dead which was not first aliwe., Every living thing must dle.

Adoverdo, 1 bolisve that the concern of fathers should be that their
sons dle without vices or the anxietios of 1ifee3l INothing is mare exerting
87
than lifes Blessed are those who leave mundane troubles and die young in
their paternmal house and fatherland]l Happy are thosso who have not felt our
miseries} They were not foroed to wander thwough foreign lands without
dignity and respect, nor were they exiled far from their paronts and friends
disdained, hated, emgt; out by all who wore onee treated well by us. “andering
through foreign lands scoking some rest from ouwr adversities is owr wnhappiness;
At the same time, we seek pity and compassion in our calemitiss from utier
strangers. Ve have not boen &‘blo to recoive any mersy from our own oitisens,
have been banished without cause, persusd without resson, and nsglected and
hated without any human feelinge

But what did I wish to say? Urave infirmities are prevelomt in
avery age, but especially in infenoy. Even the 1llustriocus suffer from the

33 Gf. Alberti, I Priml Ire, 56, Ne 19¢ The idea is camparable
to that in Wisdom, IV, 11, I«;"Kpé-"gw ne malitia mutaret intellestum
elus, aut ne flotio deoiporet animem 1lliuse « splacita enim erat Deo anime
11liuss propber hoo properavit edusers illum de medio iniquitatume"
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gout, colds and colic, in fast even more so than the lesser slass, Fevers,
pains and diseass wesken the robust youth as well as the infants, so vhen a
ahild &3 struck with a melady, 1t is not justifiable o blame the father.
Doss he not search for & remedy with a solicitous mind?
50

Adovardo: I do not intend 4o argue with you nor dispute such
poorly reasoned oonolusionss I am content that you think 3¢ 1s foolish to
foar the irremediable. Yet, do not think I em unbalanced, for I sm never
without foar even for my own sonsy You think all fathers are foolish, No
one lives who does not fesr losing those who are most dear to hims I refreined
from telling you this, Lionards, but there are fathers who feel that their
soas will live t0 & henlthy snd prosperous old agee They do not fear any
illnessose Carnot an illness be almost as intolerable as death? The life and
death of sons are in the fathera' absolute powere %The gods promised Althes
that her asom, Malosger, would live as long as the firesbrand was safes VWhen
she threw it into the fire, he dleds I affirm that sons should not bde
forerumers of unrest to fothers,

Lionardos Your statemsnt ocompares with a confesaion, and you, whe
do not oare to argue, may call it suoche But it should not be teken as a
gonsral principle. I think you osn tell me why less-wise fathers exhaust
themsalves in labors, in long voyages and live in hardship to leave their sons
abundant wealthe
&9

Adovardos 1 know that you do not put me in the class of one so
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ocoupled in gathering short-lived things for my sons. Fortune can take the
one who leaves wealth and he who asquircs ite I would prefer to lsawe ny
sons rich rathepy than poor and in needs I intend to leave them enough so that
they will not need the charity of others. Do not think that fathers do not
fear death and poverty for their sons? Who has the duty of making them politel
The fathers Who has the burden of having them learn letters and yirtu?! The
fathers mm&mmm'etmofmﬂngthmhminmwm
doctrine, art or solonce? You know it ia the fatler, Add to these the great
concern that fathers have &n choosing whish study, sclence or profession oone
forme to his som's nature, family name, the coumtry's oustoms, present cone
ditions and the hopes of his fellow oitizens,
60

Doss not our ocountry allow some t0 become great in military
viotoriss? It would be dangercus to our mwost anciemt liberty, if we did not
have oitizens who followed ths oall to armes Hut it does not make our land
more sought after by the learnsd. It is herder to study than to guard yow
wealthe Our coumtry, naturs, tradition end citisems direot cur svery thought
to the saving of momey. I do not kmow whether ouwr Tuscan dispositions depend
on the hoavenss The ancients said that Athens®2 nad & pure heaven, but men
thore were more migerable and more in nsed than elsewherse Thebes had n more

52 Refersnces also made to Athens in the followingy Alberti,

De T uilita Dell' Animo, Libro II, 69, Libro 1II, 118, Opere Volguri, 1;
Poomier Tites Yy, 3T, ToIT,, 111, ‘
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shremd heaven, but the Theblans were not so astute, Some believe that the
Carthaginians foumd their country arid end sterile, so necsssity foroced them
to deal with their neighbors and foreigners, anl they learnsd many things
from thems
61

Perhaps we ocan think that the traditions of our people force us to
oconquors As Plato, the Prince of Philosophers, wrote: Every tradition of
the Lacedemonians was fired with the desire to oonquore3® 4s to owr land,
I believe that Heaven provides astute men to obesrve ths wealth, place and
position of otherse Heaven doos not fire them first with glory, but with the
idea of conserving and Amplementing those things which inoresss them in power
over its oitictenss

The sems i3 true of a futher who has a son more intorested in the
army thun in bullding a fortunee ill any father be less disturbed, if he
wers o lose the honor of his sons and family? It will be more necessary for
him to avold the oitisona® hate snd mmlice, beosuse he had direoted his son
40 an undesirable voeations I czmmot presently think of all possible patermel
62
troubles, and it would take too long for me to mention them individually. It
suffices for you to see that children are a source of grief snd sadusss to
their fatherss

83 The thought is borrowed from Cicero's De Offieiis Ad MM
Filium, I, 19, Te Cfe Alberti, % Ire, 61, Ne 4, “Cloero wrote,
apud Platonem est cmnem morem Mumim inflammates osse
|_cupiditate vinoendi."
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Lionardos You speak as &f I had said that all life, as Crisippusdé
sald, is sorious and full of labors Pain affects every mortals sickmess, fear
and sadness depress them, Suffering is given to all who live in this world,
Fathers are found with tears, anguish and black olothes of mouwrning, snd they
are no more free from death than any other mortale Nor are they free from
o necessary annoying eares of men, Yot, I believe that fathers ars more
beppy than others, though I do not demy that they ought to bs strengthened by
every sounsel to make their sums more honorable. A son's good way of living
is more to Lo valwed than wealth, It will render prestige to the house,
fatherland and the eon himselfs It is considered bdetter for the patria to
have virtuous, honest men than those powerful and wealthye
63

Ill-brwd sons are the greatest sorrow to a wise fathere Fathers
dislike wnhumammess in their sons, and no one can deny that a waymrd som is
& source of shame, The trus reason for this is that all kmow the father is
responsible for making his sons honest, virtuous and wellebred, No ons can
deny that a father oan do what he wishes with his sons, As & good trainer
will make an untamed oolt obedient, a pood father osn meke his sons more
nodest and oivil by solid diligence. Fathers who have wicked and wayward sons
are covered with the ignominy of disgraces lHowever, as Lorenszo previously

34 Referonces aleo made to Crisippus in the following: Alberts, I
Primi Tre, Libre II, 198; Dells Tranguilita Dell' Animo, Libro I, 35, Libeo Y1,

B0 Opere Volgari, 1 Dislogs, 24e
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said, the elders' maln comcern is to see that the young are adorned with as
mach virtu and zood habits as possidle, Fathers should be more ooncerned
about the good of the family rather than the opinions of peoples Viriu always
abldes in someonss many seek 4% in order to proise and love it,

Howsver, 1 would do what Appolenius Alabandenso,3® the rheteritiet
dide If he saw that a man were not sloguent, he would move him to apm@ouzj
to which he were naturally suited, No time was lost by this methods It is
written that the Oriental Sophists®® considered among the wisest of India,
64

would not raise the ohildren acoording 4o the fatherst wisheos, Wut followed
instead the dietates and opinions of the wise mene These would tell the
young the profession te pursus, and their advice was followeds If a youth
wore week and unable Go perform exercises, they would try 4o make him pro-
ficlent in theme If the youth falled, he was either dromed or exposed o

dangore
Pathers should listen to the Oraole of Appoline®7 whish told

38 Appolonius taught in Rhodes where he wag famous during the
prastorship of A, Muszius Scevola.

36 Saint Augustine and St. Jerome also mentioned thems They
wore famsd for their frugality and simplioity of 1lifs, They oonsidersd
oxerolse especially important,

37T Cfs also Alberti, M&m’ 18, 20,
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Ci'ooroasa Fherever nature and talent draw you, follow with seal and aotion,
If your sons are drawn to virtu, soience, arts or the military, and are given
work to do, they will be without vice, If less endowed with natural talent,
intellect or wealth, they cannot do groater things, let them perform their
lesser exercises with honor, Iff some youths cannot obtain a station with the
most praised men or are in gensral useless to others, their fathers inspire
them with a desire for money and enkindle in them the desire for gold instesd
of honors

Adovardos Lionardo, it pains us not to know with sertitude which
road 1o oasior for our sens, nor can we pereceive which ocurse nature has

arranged for them.

38 References alsc made to Cloero ip the following: Alborti, 3
Primi Trs, Libro 2, 119, 149; Della uilita Dsn' An.'mo. Lidro I, 26,
s 78, 75, Al Tor Donna, 221, %vsr s 13 Delin 1is, IV,
384, 399, 422, 444, 461, €6Z, 473, 4 "ﬁ‘ n, ro 11,
208, Ibide, I1X; Dell Arte Bdificatoris, Libro T, ﬂ%‘ﬂ: 312, Idbid.,
IV, Conoleni, 348, Ibid., V; Virtus, 1583, 154, zmcwm Letteris

Coumodis, 160, 11 hnlm o, 19, 21, was used as the
B e e R ol earrionle snd Cloero wes the

model for style in oomposition. At Padus and Florence many prominent
Ciseronian stylists sould be found in the first half of the fiftesnth century."
Izora Soott, Coutroversies Over the Imitation of Ciocero, New York, 1910, 8,
Cicerc was cne of Albertils Favorite authors. His Latin and vernacular works
show the influence of Ciocero on his style.
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Lionardo: 1 perscnally do not think that an alert father will find
1t so diffiocult to know to which exeroises®® his sons are inclined. What is
more uncertain than to discover all those things which nature kept hidden
within the earth? Who told the avaricious that the earth would contain gold
and silver? Who showed them? Who opened this most difficult and uncertain
road for them? There wore signs whioh led them to investigate it, and then
they found the precious metals and piled them highs Man's diligence is such
that none of these hidden things is unknown to use Consider the arohitect who
wigshes to build a fountain, First he looks for a water supply. He does not
look everywhere, for he knows it would be useless to search where no spring or
vein of water sxists. He judges from wvariocus signs on the sarth what lies
underneath. He does not bother searohing at sof't, sandy or arid spots. He
66

39 Exeroise, acoording to Aldberti, is a moral, intelleoctual, and
physioal training. Moral training consiets of recognising the good and evil
in oneself, then oultivating the former and sradicating the latter. lichel,
la Penses, 608, There can be no physiocal or moral formation without exerecise,
and & man oan only beooms virtuous thruggh it because it is an aot of the wille.
Nino Sammertano, 1 P sti Dell' Eta Umanistioa, Mazara, 1949, 173, N. 12,
That new prinoiple of exercise was opposed to the old which stressed only
booklearning, and it became an inherent part of the curriculume Through it man
will recover all of his spirituality and his perfect Humanistis charsoter.
Benetti, Alberti, 123, 169, Mental training was more affectively achieved
through sxereise. Alberti oconsidered it the master and dootor of health; howe
ever, it should be temperate and agreeadle. Alberti, I Primi Tre, Lidbro III,
265, Even the houss should be comstructed so as to allow roam for exeroise.
"Just before the vestibule nothing can be nobler than a handsome Fortico, where
the youth, waiting til]l their old gentlsmen return from transsoting business
with ths Prince, may employ themselves in all manners of exercise, leaping,
tennis, wrestling, or throwing of stones." Alberti, The arohitecture of Lean
Buttista Alberti, trans. by James Leoni, 2 vols., London, 1748, 80s




7

decides his work is more fruitful where he obssrves young sprouts.

Fathers do the same with their sonse Thoy try to note their inborn
inolimutions, to what extent their wills are strong, and they note what they
do asmiduously and voluntarily. You are right if you believe that men are
by nature lovers of soeciety and live joyously in the company of others; they
fleo from sclitude and despise it. HNature is such that man lives openly and
in the company of others; it imposed this on man of mnuity-‘w This same
nature seems to discover the useful things and shows us how to use them.

67

Hature has already seeded and nourished a knowledge of infinite
oausss in our matural telent and in our inmtelleot., It tells us whence oome
all things, and has given us a marvelous divine power to diseern good from
bade$? Yoeu can tell from the first day that a son begins to display his

40 Voodward, Eduoation, 64«85, ", « » the dominant note is that
sotion, not oontemplation, nor speculation, is the normal end of human life;
as qualities and gifts are to be viewsd as they further or hinder the
fulfilment of this function. Not that the studious or religious life is to
be decried, but either of these is incomplets if divorced from a definitely
apprehended aim of contribution to the social goodse To live for personal
security in another life may de justifiable, but the duty of improving the
condition of the life we have to live here admits of no doubt whatsoeveress."

41 Ibid., 5684 "This complete acceptance of free will is again
oharacteristic of the man of the Renaissance.” Alberti later said that “God
gave us matural talent, docility, memory and reason, most divine and useful
things, for investigation, distinguishing, and knowing the things to flee or
to follow in order to conserve ocurselves: ¢ « « Thersfore, we can state » «
that in our duties tho mind is never a slave; it is alwmys free," ailberti,

_5 Primi m’ Libreo 11, 196,
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appetites just how nature has decided he should be.®® Some medical men
believe that if youths see a father gesticulating, they will be inclined %o
virile exercises and arms. If verses and scngs strike their fancy and lull
them to sleep, it shows that they shall lead a quiet 1ife of letters and
seisnce.
68

A diligent father will consider each day all his son's actions and
his words, as did Servius Oppidus Ganueims.‘s the rich farmere. He noticed
ons of his sons distributing nuts to anyone from & full purse; the other son
was quiet, and would count his nute passing them from one buoket into another,
He knew their types by these aots. Defore he died, he called them to divide
his inheritance, and told them he wanted them to have the same amount of
matsrial goodes Servius knew they were of opposite naturesy one was striot
and svarioious, the other lavish and & squanderers 5ince he wanted to avoid
any domestio disoord, he divided his money; neither then was in complete
control of the households Suoh is the sort of diligence fathers should have.

42 The principle of nature is the base of Alberti's educational
prineiplos. It is the olean eut between the old and new, For him it “is
resolved in the fecundity of the creative artistioc ability.® Kature is
indesd the new prineiple emunsiated by Aldberti; he began a new epooh in
education. Baenetti, Alberti, 49, 60, 64~85, Alberti recogniszed the
prinoiples that men are ma y different, ™ot all men are similar to
you; their desires and opinions are dissimilare ¢ « o" Do lohiarchia, Libro

11, 97, Opere Volgari, Ill.

43 A rioch and powerful faramer mentiomed by Horace in his Satire,
II' 3. ‘
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They should attentively consider every aot of their sons, end to judge in
torms of them their thoughts or desires.
69

There are many signs by which a father can well discern for what
each son is suited. Mo one is so artful or so talented that he can hide his
appstites, desirss and passions. If you have a watchful eys and understand
their aots and mannerisms, nome of their vices will be veiled. Plutarch®
writes that Arpollo reocogniszed Demosthenes® avarseiousness solely by the
latters' glance at soms jars of foreign moneye ZThus one word or glance
oftentimes opens a man’s mind to our eyes. This is more easily discernidle
in ochildren who have not yet lsarned to oloak their aotions with falsity.

I beliove that it is a sign of great talent when children are not
slothful and seek to imitate what is done, It is & sign of goodness and
ploasant disposition when they quiokly forget an injury inflioted on them,
are not obstinate or stubdborn, or do not seek always to have their own way,

Signs of a virils disposition in a child are that he answers you promptly,

44 Referonces also made to Plutarch in the followings Alberti,
1 Primi Tre, Libro II, 128, 187, 138, 149; Della rz-%unu. Dell’ Anm:
BE“ i'-ﬁ’ ‘?' Mbrﬁ II. 30, ubfﬂ sz. 1 » . e DAL t. ‘ m
P u“ Iv’ 578. m. “8. Ib‘d'. II} T me, Libro » » » 1L I.
s 220, Ibide, 1II; Della Fittura, Libro i1, 39, 59, Dell' Arte Edificatoris,
mb!‘ﬁ I' 5%. Zb"d.‘ ’ % * a. 28.

48 BHeferences also made to Demosthenes in the followings Alberti,

I Primi Tre, Libro II, 149; Al Tor Donna, 223, Opere Volgari, I3 Virtus, 138,
%ﬂ Eﬁlo
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appears ardent among men, and lacks stubborness and ohildish fears.

It is better to keep ohildren in the company of others rather than
in his own room or in his mother's arms. 7Train them to be revsrent, do not
loave them alone, and never seat them with women or lsave them alone in their
70
pressnce. Plato seolded Dione®® for remaining ever in solitude, and he said
that it was the companion to pertimeoity. Cato, seeing a youth quiet and
alone, asked him what he was doings The youth replied that he was talking to
himself. Be careful, said Cato, lest you speak with eovil men,

A prudent mmn is one who knows either through habit or age, how
mich more the skilled will ocan be corrupted by libidio, irasoibility or
erronsous opinicns than by true socund reascon. Cato knew that those who talked
to themselves would consent more easily to temptations rather than virtue, for
the mind by itself will turm to voluptuous thoughts: L'osio E padre dei
¥is1.47 When you ccmbine solitude, slothfulness and vice, you will become the
father of vicos. Therefore, it is desirable that from the firstdiildren should
learn more about virtu than vice. They should be taught and trained early to
do things in which they can make true progress. Divert them from all feminine
practices.

The Lacedomonisns foroed their children to go through the tombs

Qs Reference also made to Dione in the followings Alberti, Della
Tranquilita Dell' Animo, Libro I, 26, Opere Volgari, Ie

47 "lasiness is the father of vices."
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at night, so they might disbelieve the tales of the old oness They knew that

no one doubts a prudent man, and this msant sco muoh to them during adolescences

71
And those who are raised in virile and manly actions from early childhood will
becoms superior to the foroces that tend to make life diffioults.

However, it is necessary to aocustom children to do hard and
laborious things, for with work they strive and hope for true praise aud much
graces Therefore, they must exercise their matural talents. Dootors, who
have long studied the human body, say that exercise conserves 1life.$® ¢
onkindles heat and nmatural vigor, casts off bad and superfluocus matter, and
strengthans virtu and nerves. Exercise is necessary for young and olde Those
who do not exereise are those who do not wish to live happily and in good
hoalthe

Exeroise is ons of those natural medicvines with which everyone can
medicate himself without any danger. It iz like slesping and working, keep~
ing warm or cool, and sitting quietly or exercising when it is necessary. The
infirm besome acoustomed to dieting and living by a rule, but thsy exercise
in order to purge and strengthen themselves., But if a ohild i1s so weak that
it cannot sustain itself, it would be better to have it lie quietly most of
the time; standing and suffering weariness will onuse them to beoome weaks

48 "I am reminded of seeing our youths boxe « +they receive blows

and bruless. « o Thoy do not beoows mﬂidi . .' Alberti, m !M\l’.n!.

Dell' Animo, Lidre II, 36, Opere Volgari, I.
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For some ohildren too much rest is harmful; for others the danger
is too much physicel stremgthe. Too much rest causes the veins to fill up with
phlegm, and thsy become flabby and pales the stomach easily bscomes upset, and
the whole body sluggishe Talent declines and virtu becomes inert through too
mach rests Muoch exercise, on the contrary, is helpful, for one's physique
72
is restored, nerves are prepared for aotion, every member of the body is
strengthened, the mascles are hardened, and the natural talent is alert. It
is not nscessary to state how nscessary exsroise is to alleweapecially to the
younge You will notioce that chiliren are more refreshed after work than rests
Colmlh“ said that death, more than anything else, was the judge of the
wicked, Children who de not exercise have small, pale dry eyss, but if they
are ascustomed to work, they would be used to virile things.

I praise those who train their sons to stand with uncovered hands
and frigid feets Food them only sc much as is needed to invigorate the body;
for it is recommended to acoustom them to deprivations and make them as manly
a8 possible. It i3 better to hurt them to make them useful than not to hurt
them and to make them useless.

Thus, Liourgus, the prudent King of the Lacedemonians, wanted the
youth to become accustomed to work and not to deliecatensss. He did not want

49 Reforences also made %o Columella in the following: Albom.
Telis Fist ,“é"“ v, 38, Sl ﬁ%%’r%é‘”’“ “‘w' rea, Thecs TR T
a, IV, 383, I5id., Eairau 7,

g,
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them amusing thomselves in public places, but working in the fields and at
military exercises. Are thers not upright and brave men among us who once were
78
weaklings? Did they not become the best rumners, juwmpers, lancers and arshers,
beoause of their strong exerocisea?

Demosthenss decams an orator by meking his tongue sgile and versatiled
From birth hw always entangled words, so he put pebbles into his mouth and
shouted in a loud voice. He did this so of'ten that finally no one spoke more
swoetly or more clearly than he. Freguent sxeroise can do a great deal of goody
the languid and weak become strongs the ill-bred and those tempted to evil
bocome honorable and content, a weak talent is made streng, and a weak msmory
id developeds There is no habit so strong or so deeply imbedded that camnot
be sorrected or modified in o few days by attentions

Stipone was s drunkard by nature, but by exercise in abstinence and
¥irtu, he conquered his nature and became the best~bred of alls Vergil,50
our divine poet, wus a lover from his youth, and developed corrupted hadbits,
Ho ocorrected them by doing goods As long as one followe reason, exercises can
be good for the body and the scul. Metrodoro, the philosopher at the time of
74

60 Roferences also made to Vergil in the following: Alberti, I
Primi Tre, Libro II, 1567, 20¢; Della Tranquilita, Libro I, 48, Lidro I1I, 64,

78, 84, Livro 11X, 96, 118, 121, vo§§3. I3 Della
F 0y IV. uﬂ, (?5. xb“’.’ X | ‘ °' Lib % 1115

“m; Lim I’ a, Nl @no
mnm Opora Inedits Inld!.h: __gg_, 18. *
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the oynio Diegone, soquired much knowledge by mental exeroises. He could repeat
the exaoct words of several people speaking simultaneouslye Consider Sidonius
Antiper who could repeat hexemeters, pentameters, comesdies, tragedies and every
kind of verse; one only had to begin a verse, and he would continue to the
onds Those who exeroised their matural talent a great deal found it possible
ard eunsy to do that whioh sesmed impossible to those acoustomed to less learned
exoroises.

The Pythagoreanists knew this well, for they improved their memory
by memorising nightly scmething that happened during the daye®® If exeroise
is of suoh value, who will doudbt its importaneet Children should exsrcise
themselves; overy might they should learn what they were taught during the day.
Our father often sent us as ambassadors to improve our memoriese. More often
he would wish to hear our opinions, so as to sharpen our mind, and to awaken
the talent in use. He would praise what was sadd best, so that we would riwal
to receive more commendaticn. It is wise for fathers to test their sons
matural talents and note their every act, praise the good and virile, and
correet the lasy and laseiviouse They should have their sons exercise thom~
selves as much as ia required,
76

It is hammful to exercise imwediately after eatings BExercise without

51 Memory work was an integral part of Alberti's education theory.
He folt that it should be done daily and suffiociently to satisfy our noeds.
Alberti, I Primi Tre, Libro II, 180.
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the child has received & slap from the teacher, 1t is atill nscessary for the
father to chastise him, Do you know that s father®s love and pity are tender
and consoling? There are soms children that becoms greedy and vice-ridden,

I 4o not wish for such a thing besause 1 remember our own troublese

76

Lionardos Does shat you say ooncern mowe the fathsr, state or
welfare of the son? Soorates,58 that ola philesopher, would say thet if he
could, he would proolais from the highest places O olitirzens, O foolish mam,
in what respect are you ruined? Do you labor to collect riches? Do you
intend to leave them to one who is csreful and diligemt?

We &ll wish o procurs the proper things for our sonse It would
be foolish not to de what would Wwring you the good you deserve, It would be
leas prudent to have your sons govern and mansge &ffairs about whioh they
know nothinge One does not give hardesarned momey to thoase who do not know
how to use ity 1 would not give s horse to ono who doss not know how to ride.

58 "The mgim-:‘ba punished the father when the child
srred or waa not corrected in time," Albertl, Cena 41 Famiplia, 174,
Volgeri, Is “This passage leads us to believe In s tHecry of state uﬁ
tion in educations This is a oontradiotion with his ldeas of paternal suthore
1ty and family independence.” Nichel, la Pensée, 514,

56 References also made to Sosrates in the followings Albertd,

Lella Tranquilita, Libro I, 22, 46, Opere Volgari, Ij Leonis Ad Cratem
m-ﬁ%ﬂ;' Opera Inedita, Those references were under the name Crates

Albertits shortensd form for Sooratess References to Soorates wder that
name are iny  Alberti, Dells Iranquilita, Lidro I, 15, Liwre IX, 68, 72, ¥4,

Lidro 11X, 109, 128, %% nt o, Libro I, 168, Libro 1X, 824;
Momas, Libro III, BEG, £64, 200, 207; 8 %%’1&; Dialogo,
% Eagone, 151, De Commodis letteris, 14%, Opussoll, Norall,
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Are not the baggapge amd equipment uwsed for maliing a stockade as useful as they
77

are necossary? Everyons knmows it 1s useless to fight without the necessary
oguipment, Vhat prudent msn does not favor that which 1z modernte, and conw
sider harmful that which is immoderstes Arms are nocessary to defend oneself
as woll as to repsl the enemy. Armed troops assomble to oonguor and rout the
snemy or to lose the fight, and if they lose, they try to save themsclves,

A ahip 4s not secure unless all the salls are in place, The wealth
laft to children should be the same, If only a little it ghould not be any
less than what they needs It would certainly be samething of s blessing to
be able to leave our sons a great fortums. Then they would not have o say
the bitter words "I beg you" to the magnanimous. But &t iz better to leave
our sons with such a fortune that they will know khow to suffer poverty; then
they will not have to bow low to obtain a florin.®? The greet legescy is that
whioh satisfies the necessitles and dosires of lifes A desire ls a virtuous
thing; an wvirtuous desire is always found in s oorrupted minds

If you love your sons too much, it 4s an obstacle. Paternal love
tries to meke children happy, and not to burden them through love, Every overw
woighty burden is hard to handlss if we do not overcome 1t, we f£all easily.
How nothing 4s less secure than wealth, snd no one considers servituile the

8T Perhaps Alberti was reonlling his student days. later he said,
"And thus we find (the bemofioce of poverty) students in ragped olothes who
aro mxe learned and virtuous than if they had been educated in pwrple and
sases” Del Toogenioc, Libro I, 183, Opere Volgari, IIXe
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worthy gift of a fathers Ve bestow hsrdships on our enemies, but on our
78
friends joys 1 sdmit that an abundance of wealth also involves servitude and
sadneese It doss not harm children to provide for thomsolves, least they lose
that shioh they need for comfort and daily lifes I one dose not know how
4o mansge his heredity, all excess money will be spent in a superflucus way.b8
Teach them virtu, to govern their appetites, and to scquire praise,
grage and favore Thus they can preserve their honor, However, if a man
wishes to orown himself with feme and dignity in this life, it will certainly
be wise for him not to psss up sny opportunitye If some fathers are not se
actively engaged in the care of their sons, they should have another who oould
train their sons in prudences Pellsus gave Achilles, his son, the company of
prudent Phoenix from whom Achilles learned to be & good orator, FPhoenix
taught him how to live well and how t0 beocome educeted in what was necessary
"
for livings Marcus Tulii Clceronis, the prince of arators was entrusted by ’
his father to the care of Quintus Mutil Seevola, the jJurisconsuls A wise
father wanted his eon to be in the company of a learned and prudent many one
more learned and prudent then hes
Hho oan honor his son with wirtu, letters and learning as you oan?

88 “Alberti feels thst the problem of eacnamio independence is |
united to the formation of a conorete soolel yirtu capeble of ntittylng hnen
needs, ad then meriting them with consent, mzpm. exohange,” Benetti,
Alberti, 96

~
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the can lsave his dutiecs in order to make his sons wellebred, wise and civil?
¢ato was not aghemed to teach his sona how to work in addition to letters,
nilitary and oivil alfairs, He thought it was a father's duty to temoh hig
sons virtu which should be possessed by any free mans Us felt that no man was
free, if he lacked virtus but he did not went anyons elss to be the instrustor
of its Cato never entrusted the task to anyons slse, for he did not believe
another would be as soliocitous as hs, e did not believe that snother could
8O

impart tho seme love to his sons as he coulds Jt is a father's faith, zeal
and oare that makes a son virtuouss I am ploased to follow Cato and the other
anclents in this regarde The anoionts wanted their sons to be free of every
vice and thus be more virtucuss They placed their sons under the ocure of
those who wers most experienced in talent and most illustrious in yirtu, so
they would prepare them for the other obligations of 1ifu,

If I were a father, I would act thuss My first care would be to
make my sons wellebdred and reverente. If, howover, they wers to fail into asome
vice, 1 consider that it is common for thom to err at timess Children ought
+0 be ocorrsoted moderately, and at times, even severslys Do not bacome like
those fathers who chastize without reason or when angereds, Do as Architta of
Torentino said: If I were not sngry, I would punish you for it. Visely sald.
8l
It did not seem wise to him to pwalsh his son until his ire hed boen subdueds
Anger cannot exist simultaneously with reasony to correot without reason fs a
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foolish thinge%? 1o who doss not know how to correct with remson does not
deserve to be a father or a teachere

4 faother would rathor see hia son ory and be continent than laugh
and be viocewridden. Above all, it scems vory necessary 4o rid them of all
those faults coammon Lo children, fur these are the most harmful vices«® One
should treat these with even grester oare ami diligence, 80 that they will
not grow up Lo be wain, studbborn mnd liars.
82

The one who 1s wost despleed by sll is the one vho is obstimato in
his opinions and never listens to emother's counsels Such men always have
too mach falth in themsselves, and ere not vige and reasonable enough to listen
to the opinioms of other leasmed mene They think they are tho best, but they
are full of bad polscuous wordse

Gherurdo Alberti, a most liberal and learned man, had a pleasant
way of saying every obstinate act was displeasing to hime He would say that
the head ol an obstinate man was made of glasse Tho good ressons of another
could never pass through to his mind, snd, on the other hand, it was easily
shattereds An obstinate man is prense to anger, and trys to Jjustify himself
with loud harsh wordse Ilils stubborness brings him to say things for which he

59 ™ihat of those irate people who do not know how to control
themselves in pomsce and tranquility? How oan they control others?” Alberti,
Della Iranguilita, Libro I, 30, Opere Volgeri, I

80 "The worst principle is to permit ehildren and women to
socustom thomselves in maintaining their own wishes,®" Alberti, Deichiarchie,

Libro 111, 143, Opers Volgari, IIl,
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Piligent fathers wateh for this vice, and wproot it from the mind
snd character of their childrens If an old tree is out, new branshes grow
from the rocts, An sradicated vice, on the contrary, will not redevelop unleas
8s
chooses to allow ity Vices grow from many sources,

It soems that the prodigal and lavish at first live like a king,
then adversities force them to follow their pleasures to satisfy their appe=
titese They then beocome thieves, rapists, deceivers and infamous men, They
had been aocoustamed t0 an easy life; suffering was not part of thalr training.
They valued thelr owmn judgements above others, and oared not for the judgements
of otherse Nor did they sare forr honor, frisndship, or the good things desired
by mortalss All these come second to their judgements, and they prefer to
suffer without any regard just to havs their omn waye Therefore, if octw ocares
but a little for himself, he will csre even lass for the welfare of his familys
A father has to begin at onve to cast out such a vice often found in the good
and the bad familiess The elders should never allow it to exist, no matter
how infinitesimal it mey bee

Mony maintain that children must be truthful in everything, for
they feel that there is nothing worse than a 1iar&d He who lies easily will

81 "Liars are the most cunning and orafty of mens They are the
sort of people who nover refrain fram oemplaining and being indignant,"
Alberti, Della T ta, Iibro I, 40«41, Ibids, I+ Reforenve alsc made
to liars in the fo s Alberti, Sentense, 488, Ibide, Ile
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swear falsely s0 as not to make himsoll seem bads If he perjures enocugh, he
will grow to fear Cod less aud despise religion. He who doss this is evils
84

Remomber that a liar is always infamous, vile, unworthy, robuked by all, and
is without friend or reputstions A4 liar will not possess any virtue for this
vice is 80 wiocked that it blemdshes all honors Ve are always in touch with
religions If one seeks to £il1 the minds of the little onea with the greatest
rovorence and fesr of Ood, he acts so beocause he kuows that the love and
observance of divine things sre & profound restreint out many vioces,

If it pains a father to correct and ohastise his childrem, he should
do ag Simonedes, the poet, used to say to Yeroms: The things that plesse sons
are done Ly fathersy the displessing are left to othars, In this way, the
father appsars bsnevolent, and the hate is left for ancthers Youw sons fear
their teachers wmore for the corrections they might receive than for the h&mi.“
A teacher is more solioitous in not allowing his students to err than he ia
in ohastising thems
86

There are same fathers who forgive thelr sons of everything more
out of sloth than pitys To them it suffices to say not to do it any movres
Foolish fathersl If a son should soratch his foot, a dostor %z oalled |
immediately, the house is in an uproar, and sverything slse is interrupbed,

62 "¢ o m}n tosto oon paura ohe con tuesss" Perhaps Alberti had
Ste Poul's admonition in minds %And you, fethers, do not provoke your children
to anger, but rear them in the dissipline and admomition of the Lord."
Ephssiane, VI, 45 Alberti, I Primi Tre, Litro I, 84, ne 18

. |
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But if o som ir sllowed to 40 ond say whet he pleanes, he 1z ruineds He falle
onto the spear of obstinacy from which no one can draw him, He does not want
his teacher to oure his corrupted soul, s0 who will open such a spoiled mind?
tho will tie up that open sore of license with honesty and fear? How do they
bocome s0 disobedient and obstinate? what foolish father will say that he
doss not want to see his son ory, or it pains him to ace the child punishoed,
or thet he ocannot do his duty? Are you ome of thoes who thinke it is a
teacher?s duty to0 punish a child and not a father's? Are you one of those
who thinks less of his son's vices than of any other work? I certaianly do not
think soe

However, if you a)low a known vice to becoms worse, you will be
proclaimed one who has made the greatest errare It pains you very much to
ses your son vicesridden, thersfore, you must make them learnsd and virtuouss
This ia & fatherts duty., Does not & gardensr step on some fruitful herbs in
order to get rid of the evil ones? The same L2 tyue of o fathere In order teo
do better things for his children, he must exert himself a little more than he
86
might be inclined ordinarily to doe

There sre some who encourage bad hablts in youths; they sew a
thousand vicess Do you not think it is harmful for s youth to see his father
1llebtred, talking about beastly things, always raising his voioe proudly,
swearing and blaspheming? It is outrageous} The young man thinks he must and
ought to have the game bad habitas Uhen children are suoklings, they chew on
o capon or partridge bones After they have learned the names for things, they
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agk for eertain foods that ocan bo eaten with thelr teethe A gluttonous father
will readily agsent, for these dissolute fathers do not want their children
to orys

Then there are those who find vices disgpleasing in others but not
in themsslvose If they are gluttonous, they hate gluttonsy or if they are
liare, they hate the sames If they are chstinate and base in everything, they
do not eorrect the same vices in their ssnse-after all, they are thenusclves
full of thome These wworthy men breathe out this unworthiness om their sonse
87
They cannot rid themselves of what they possess and despise in thamsslivess 7o
them 1t oan be saids O foolish ones, O stupid omes, how do you expeot the
1ittle onss not to learn wimt you have taught them?

There aro some solicitous fathers who wverbally admonish thelr sons
and physically chastise thems They weed cut all those newlywsprouted vices
from their souls, end then sew virtu exl make them honcred and wellebrede They
meke them exercise, snd bring then out of that state of lethargye These fathary
know that only what oomws fram hard work merits prajses

Adoveardos I am so happy that we have engaged in these useful dise
ocussionsg This reminde me of the oocasional evening dances we had at the
villae Thore wma the dance in which there were two lines of people; a persom
st one end of the line would dance with e partner from the opposite line, In
this diseourse, Licmardo, you are proving to me that being a father is delighte
ful mmd sweet, and, at the same time, you are teaching m how good fathers are
medee You want fathers to be more diligent than striot, and this opinion
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pleases mo. A person never considers thinking of anything whioh is not goodwe
this is your practices let us oconsider your opening argument, as you said,
rationallys
88

I wiah to be & little malioclous with you, lionarde, There are
those who slwayes wish to be reputed as the best speaker during a oomversations
They note every little inflection in & worde You just saild, Liomardo, that
sons wish to be guided in the path nature points ocut to themy then you said
it was a Joy for tham to correct their ovil inelinations by exerelse. Do you
not think that even with all our work there will still be many difficult
things for our sone to ensounter? Do you not think that it is diffioult to
disoern the obsoure inalimtions of our soms, and then 4o correot them to a
1ife oontrary to that whioch their matursl inolinations direoct them? Thers
ware still problems even when wo could approach tlem with solicitude, dige
oretion and vigilance, Ihen two propositions are proposed, it sorrows a father
not to Jmow which to chooss for his somse But a father's greatest sorrow is
to know his son's vices, snd not be able t0 root them outs

There are fathers who want their sons 6 be well«lsttered; but then
they are oontent that thelr sons should know how to count enough to make a
living in oivil life, or these same fathers want their sons to be sirong and
robust in arms and physloal exeroises I would make up my minds I detest the
sorrow of a father who does not know what to dos They deliberate about many
things, and fear lest they commit an errors
89
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Lionardos Adovardo, please corroct my poorly said wrdss Pretond
that we are in a school of disputation where stress is lese on apposring
csrafty in talents than vopious in letters and dootrine, lie are permitied to
speak freely and without too muwh thoughts FPerhaps we are not so perfectly
polished as othors would desire, but this conference ms been a damestic
ratiomaliration, I do not expest to teach you things about vhich you are more
loarned than Is It would please me to think that what I say £s agreeabls to
youe

The lemmed say thel mture adapts itself in all ways, for it
produces things possessed of members and powsrs which csn preserve & being in
scoord with its natures We gee this in animals, for they have imate qualities
vhich are enough for them to seok out what 4s mecessary end flee that which is
harmfule
80

It is clear that any vice in othors is maturally displeasing to
rational men, for they know that something is lacking in suwh peoples Thore
are those who can prove everything essentially by its origiml and umcorrupted
natuwre®le-as if svorything can becams perfsct by its own efforts alones I
honsstly belleve that yirty mekes all wen possess this nmatures The perfect
have what is necessary to love and retain virtus an imperfect and undeveloped
nature, on the sontrary, there is no yvirtus I think it is in the souls of
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mortale may ruin ;ood habits end corrupt renson, for a vice comes from vain
opinion and imbocillities of the mind, I agree with you that it is more or
less Joined to mens' desires and appetites by maturo.

I remembeor that the sampguine are matwrally more amorous than the
melancholys the cheleric, mors prone to anger; the phlogmatic more prone to
laziness; and the melancholy are more timid and susploious then the others,%
Therefore, if any matuwral talent, memory or intellect appear in your sons,

91

you must use overy ounce of emergy to lead them vhere nature draws thenm,
whether this be in the path of the subtle solonces, letters or the mozt illuse
trious dootriness

If you see that they ars robust end willing to perform military
axorcises more 80 than letters, allow tham to follow their mature, Tesch them
%o ride a horse, and to learn the art of warfares Tesch them to follow that
which is useful with s pood dispositions™ However, you will have to comtrol
thelr dad inclinations with great csre and oconstant diligence; the prudent
think that a vice can be more easlly uprocted this way then by any other

64 "“Some by mature are muaploious, bitter, prone to angerssethere
are thoes who are lnert, lazy, and, at tho game time, wanton and followera of
their am wishes." Alberti, Della Tranguilita, litro I, 39, Opere Volrari, X

65 "It is more difficult to recognirze ratural talent in strangers
than in yowr owne It is desirable to help ouwr own when they are good and apt
and if they are not, we ought to use our overy aid to make them better daily.”
Alverti, I Primi Tre, Libre I1I, 328,
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natural approsch, This is proven evoryday, botuise the youns degrede theme
selves and becoms immodest through bad company armd by living in houses of
1lisreputes Some bad hablts mbe us 80 vicewridden that we beowwe 1libidinouse
Henos, wos born the anslent proverbs Love is cold without much whme and foody

Bed habites oorrupt and contaminate every good act of natures good
habits, in time conguor and sject every umreascusble appetite and every
imperfoot acte It is the fathors® duty to drest thedr sons to yirtu by seal
and exerolse and good things sspecially if a son ie inclined to idluness,
svrice, anger and similar vicess If & son is om the road to yirtu end relmowm,
& fether should sdd him by Insbruction and pood exsuples If & person on the
wy to the theater stops, he might be lates the road to fame and honor is the
samey the road may be open or closeds

However, thers are fathers who know thoir sons minds and wills, and
help them grow in honorable deed, and divert them from viosse I do not bellave
that it is difficult for o diligent and mature father %o know the pobent
itles of his sons If they are not pood, botter theme I am ons of thome who
would prefer to soe his son rich in trus honor and dlstinstione

Aovardos I agree with your Jdeas, Idonardo, and believe tham
worthy of regerd, but to disvern and to correct £ilial viocss are more 4ifficult
than 1% may soeme Youth Lo fickle, indefinite and unstable, mnd 4t 4z aleocst
impoasible far & prudent man to instill any solid educstional principles in
thoms How can you judge vhat i3 zood and bad 4n suvoh s sdnd? How ocun you
find & certsin method of owrecting vioces in those vho are always changing?

Lionardor It soams that our presence here fg like one who receives
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a gmll present of great worth, You use only a fow wrds, Wt I must of
necessity answer you at great lempth. Judglng from yowr attentivenesa, you
geon guite willing to zo along with mo,

Those who have no manifest vice miglt be vory pood meny those with
mmmmﬂwammﬂuﬁ;ﬁzmvﬁwmm%thammﬁm
fast vioe are less perfect men, Vioes oan be seon oub in tho opens
Veapasizne Cossar®® said that a wolf chenges halsr bub not colors Yet, o vice
will alwsys appear to be only & vioss Do over mindful that the glubtonons
and laselvious gannot rid themsolves of thwir evll desires even vhan they
suffer nelancholy de poverty, and wviwn the oppeartunity presents itssif, they
imnediately retuwrn to their netursl Imblise

Howaver, tale cere, and do mwot allow vices to take hold in the
younge Here follow the advice plven by Hanndbal to Antioous, King of Syria:
Tell them that the Romuns were not able to conquor the onemy any easier in
24
Italy vhere they had the same arms and terrains Youth are 1l & river which
wats Lo swrve from its originel chamel, ond sook new wayss It doss nob
wnt to walt witil its 0ld channel becomes deepere A father should provent
this, becauss every stagmated puddle of vise iz reotified by covering 4t with
virtus Ho should not allow the puddle to booomws o river, for 4f £% beoame

08 Refercnces also made 4o Vespasiono in the followings Alberti,
Peile Tondzdin, IV, 300, Opevo Volgari, 113 Teogenis, Libtro 11, 206, Ibids,
22
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iarger, 1t is more diffioult to handles There is no reason not to see this
or be slothful in this matier,

If the vive should leave & son, do not Lsmwdiately direot him
through the field where virtu is planted; do not forbid him immediately from
virile exercises, Oive thom a pluoe whore they can progress without lmrm, and
show them the vices of others, so the ugliness omn reflect 1ike a nirrors They
96
will hate everything that is without honor o wdesirables It will be uwsoful
to show them how vioes are held in contempt and hated by every decent mang
pursuers of it will always mve ushappiness, worry and troubled minds,

In this connwotion I remember Antonio Alberti telling me samething
that always resultae Those who have vices nover possess pesce of ndnd, Of
what do you imegine marderers and thieves think? I think every howr is spent
thedyr eyes fram the groundy they fear Ood's ohwotisement, snd are ashamed when
thay are ix the presence of othors, for they Imow thelr evil deeds are consured
by alle
96

One who cheats at ocords never seowms %0 roste You see him eitiing
in agony and sweardng more than wiming, Io loses enough to lose his shirt,
yot he desfres t¢ spond more than he hase IBe loses axnd wants to wager stille

A glutbton 1s in the sans category, for he nover has pesce of minde
He is only conbent whon filled with wine, yet he is ashamed to be seen in the
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street like n pige Domosthomes, the orstor, answered the prostitute who asked
for o thouseay! denorily I do not buy repontencse for that muche Bvary wice
ie 1ike thet, for everyihing done wWiihout reason and modesty loaves you full
of repentenves Architie Torenmtine, the philosophor, used to say that there
is no pestilenso pgrester than ploasurcs Pleasure relses up traltors to the
fatherland, trings ruln %0 the State, for these traltors will give our seorets
to the enomieze Use these anmd cther simdlar remdnders to £111 the youth with
hate for viocss

At the samw tine, enldndls the youth with yirtu, end preise thnt
vhich they already huves If they camot attain to the highest lovel, st
least they should seok Lo reach s high degree of honor wd dignlty. Tesch
o7
then to hanor anyons who has virtus At banquets the ancierds wore accoustomed
to siog predsc of the bravest mm with the most lllustrious virtus They
would honor Hercules, Esoulapius, Merawry, Ceres and other most celebrated
godse The Romans sought 40 pay such mem hamor, ond oreste in others sn ardwr
for yirtu, proise and glorys O wnt a wiss anl reccmmandsble customd et
an oxample to followh

Fathers should never cease to extol the viritu of others %o thelr
sons, end thus show how they hate vicess DEveryons vho is completely sane by
nature desires praise end glory, and youth went then more then anyons elsas
It will do your sons mwh good, if you Snoito in them a love for worthy thingss
At the same time, establish in then the greatest repugmance for trutdsh thingse
Cive them soo0d advico when they err, bub not with o caustio tounges A

{
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dispraced man besomes worse throush his own wnworthiness or the hatred horn
98
of 4t, for he is lost and morally abandoned, He no longer ssres for honor,
m,ummuwﬁm{mmm,wwﬁm,mmm
axagcerate e Too much praise cen meloe them prouds The purging of vice
should not be dome in & devious marmer, for it is best to do 4t immedintely
and straightfarsardlye In other words, orsate in them trus dignity and virtus
Adovardes I do not deny, Lionapda, that fathers should be able
to govern the habits of thelr sons to the extent that you wiche They omn
eorrect and bettor thelr ochildron by devobtion and carey I do nob know how a
father's 1love omn Do a0 Milnded as nob to see sasily the fowr vices his sons
might haves Then, apein, you must consider how diffioult 1¢ iz to uproot
vice ivbedded through halits It seems that even the fethers of wellelped sons
de not kmow how to lead them to the knmwledpge of trus preise and fumee
among prastios] thingss Bven 2 noble without a lomledpge of latters iz cone
99
sidersd rustice I would prefer to see a young nohleman with a bool rather
than a faloon, and I am displensed wlth those who say that 1% is enough o
writo onets noms or possess the rudinemie of aritimetio,
The tradition of cur famdly is a pood ons, for almost «ll owr
Alverti wore wellelottoreds DBenodetto waz learned in physios ard mathesmilosy
Hiooolafo and his sons wore well trained fn lotbers, snd were nost Jearned in
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literature snd dootrinest? in nidition to the sroctost loterost in the various
sclencess Antonio wished 4o resd every wark of the best writers, and his
fres hours were gpent in such pursultse. In addition to being an astronamer,
ho else wrote tho History of Illustrious Men a;d Coptonted loverss Ricciarde
l was abwmys imterested in the studies of rhetoric and poetry. Lorenzo was
superior ©0 nll in methemmtios sl musiosS® You, Mdovardo, studied Civil law,
so you know how much law spd good Judpemsnt ars noeded in all thinese I camot
rooall all the lsnrned Albert, mnd since my words would not suifice to preise
Alberto, the light of learning and splendor of owr famlly, I shall romein
100
silont, iHor shall I mwmerate the younger mam whom I hope will leave & sreat
nonps o our femilye

Tharefore, becavse ocur foxdly always excolled in arts and scionces,
wo ought to raise o youth in suwh 2 way that ey will advance in sgoe
together with sclanve end knowledres ZThere are many ways for one S0 beoome
lecrned, but wo ouzhd to preassrve our owm past good traditionss Our family
poliey hms been to have the young study the deeds, practices, snd traditions
of tholir predecessorss ‘o want thom Lo enjoy the Imwwledre they receiwe, for

67 “Doetrines teash ome o know the true from the false, aml to
shoose the botter parte memmﬁiﬂwmﬁﬁmamm’ Alberts,

Deishiarchia, Libro I, 56, Opere Yolgari, IITe

\% Reforences also made %o music in the faumangt Alberti, Dolls
Ly mm 2{* 11X, m Yol :3 ,"». . o

_—%
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they delight in being learned.

You young pecple work seriously in the study of letterss You are
assiduous snd enjoy knowing what ia thoughtful end memorable.5? You nurture
your talent by reading the ideas of others, and adorn your souls with splendid
hablitss You seek to abound with _gmbhmu in your conversatioms with your
fellow odtizense’® You study to lowow the human and divine things. There is
not 20 swoot or harmoniocus a combinetion of voloes and sounds that ocan compare
with the sscurasy and sleganne of ane verss of Homer,: Verzil or any of the
octher masterss There is uvothing so delightful or pleasing as the orations of
Demosthenes, Cicero, Livy, Xenophon?® or any of the most perfeot oratarss
Lo §

Ho work 18 80 rowarding as that of reading and rereading pood

69 "Man by nature is most desirous of knowing everythingeses
With this cupidity for knowlng he would err, if his nature were not combined

to man with the highest natural talent,® Alberti, Deichiarchia, Libro I, 54,
Ibida, IXXa '

70 "Again, there was a further influence making for new standarde
of manners in the marked growth of the commercial oity, where distinoctiom
sprang from merit in council or trade,” Woodward, Studies in Education, 248e

\71 References also mace to Homer in the following:s Alberti, %&
Trmguﬁlita; Libre 1, 36, Lilro 1I, 75. 77, Libtro 11X, 94, 97, 99, lw’ 106,

» » 8, 1183 118, 124, W ) §) i o, Libre I, 1&’ is2,
libro II, 209, 224, Ibide, I1I3 T tura, Libro 117, 76, Dell' Arte
Edifieatoria, Libro I, 207, Ibid., 103 omus, Prosmio, 193, Dﬁ!ﬂ@, 15, 23,

* »

¥2 Referenmves alsc made to Xemophon in the followings Alberti,
I Primi Tre, Libro II, 170, Proemio s, Libro IIX, 234; De Equo Animante, 240,

Opera. a3 Dislore, 19, 2le
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thoughts, for you will find tle mind rich with noble examples, copious with
opinions, and stromg in arpgumonts and reascns. You foroe yourselves to listen
to the oitizens whom you praise and loves I neced no more roam to tell you
how necessary and ussful letters are to those in govermment affairse I will
not mention how they appear as ormsumentes to the republio,

We Alberti forget that ouwr predecessors were loved and admired by
our fellow oftisenss Our family always held publio officej we wore appointed,
bacause our family always had more learned men than the otherss Nothing bdetter
than letters sccards more with nobility, zives more polish to men, or gives
oredit to the family. Ho onp oan be said to possess true gentleness, a happy
1ife or a stable family unless he has studled the letterse

' 1 enjoy extolling literature befare these young men who seem welle
pleased with our conversations And, Adovarde, the study of letters is
cortainly enjoyed by you and your sonse Such studies are useful to every
nocessity of lifes Fathers should ses to it that their sons assiducusly
dedicate themselves to letterse They should teach the children to write
sorrectly, and not conaider them wellweducated until they are geod readers and
io2
writerss’S

It is alwost az bad to know things badly as not to know them at
alle They should learn arithmetic and gpeometry whioch sare always useful to and

T8 Mest girls received only a domestic eduoation, and the sircle
of family duties and diligent cbeervance of relizion afforded all that was
needed, Voodward, Studies in Eduvcation, 268,
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enjoyed by the bright youthse 3¢ sure that they study the poets, oraters and
philosophers. Above all, have pood teacherc from vhom the youth can lemrm
good habits as well as letters, I made certain that mine were acguainted with
the sramer of Priscian, Servius, and, above all, Cicero, Livy and Salluste
They learnsd the {irst prinoiples of grammar from these, and then atcained the
103
perfeotion and splendor of aloquences

It iz 3ald that the intellect 4s 1liko a vase, for you will always
snow once you have put ted liquor into ite Howwver, if yowr sons wish to
avoid the orude writors in order to follow the best, they mmst rercad, recite
| and memorire the latters, I do not condsmm the dootrines of mny learned writer,
tut I positively proposec the pood onsse Vhen I have ooples of the test
olassioal writers, it annoys me to see poor writing, Learn Latin from those
who are the mastorse

There have been mny learnsd men in our house, but they were
especially outstanding in letterss Since the knowledge of letters brings
fams, I need not express their importance sny furthere Adovarde, do not
believe that I want fathers ¢o keep their sons imprisomsd in e library, for
sons should have suffiocient reoreation, Their pastimes should bde viriles and
m@émﬁmu‘awvamwmowmwh They should use the good
exercises to which the ancients dedicated themeslvess
104

1 jJest vhen I say that sitting iz not worthy of a virile mens Chess|
and such games are permitted to old moen, but thay should not be peramitted to

-~ ...
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robust youths unless they do work and exeroiss, Let the womn ard lory men
sit dowm, for they tell among themeelves or go horsehsek riding.

Anmong the anclents it was & slgn of nodility W ks asen 7w publie
with & bow and arvor, and it is written that thoy kaew how €0 use thom wolle
Domditiams Casasar was so oxporiencsd that he could shoot an arrow through the
wide-sproad fMngers of a chllde Our youth play ball, and are apt to proowrs
the dexterity that is found among noblaose Even the greantost princes played
ball; Gedus Caesar’® wes one who enjoyed it Limemsely, At one time he maede
a wager with Lutius Ceciliua for one hundred denarii, Uocllis pave him only
fiftys CGaius cleimed that he nd won with two hands, and the amount glven
only paid for the work of omes At that rate, he asked, how much would you
have given me, if I had only used one hand? Publius Mubius, Ootavion Caesar,
106
and Dionysius, King of Syraouse, and many other noble men took their exercise
by playing balle

The youth should lesrn to0 ride horaes and use arps segst@ba
preparod against tho enemys 7The asnolents acooustamed thelr youth to military
exercises by adopting the Trojan game desoribed in Vergil's Aensid, As a
result, they developed marvelous horsemen smong the princess Cecsar?d umyg

Priml T ﬁwﬁ” ﬁm?;? ﬁﬁﬁ“ o 14t ﬁhﬁi’ x“%}émm' v 1@, '1'
ira, P } ar » » 9. 3
m___% IV, 424, IBEde, ITs ==

Refersnces also made to Julius Gapm in the rmmm?. Alberti)
‘é’& ?ra Libro 2, 143, 158, Lall.a Tranquilita, Lilro 111, 122, A1 T
onna.

Lol o M 3y gy, S vty i e
“orall; Dlalogo, 21,

Tpera Toadlta De Discorsi De Sonaberi, 123, Opascoll
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said to have run a horse at high speed with one hand tied behind his backs
Pampey, at fifty-two, while riding a horse at full gellop, could throw a
lanoe and cateh it without stoppinge I would like to see owr young men do thats

Our youth should be taught to ride a horse, to fance, and other
1tke exorcises which will be hmlpful when they are olders You will disoover
that all these things which I have mentioned are neceasary for public lifes
They are such that the little ones can learn them ¢uiokly and eseily, ad sre
ussful to old men and all that cun learn them without bodily harme
206

Adowardos I have listened to you with much pleasure, Iiovwrdos 1
wanted ¢o interrupt you, but did not beomise it was so interesting. Bo carew
ful, lest you give us fathers oo much to dos All youths do not have your
inolinations, and thore are few who could be found to dedionte themsolves
wholly to studisss Perhaps you will never find anycns with so much yirtu as
you wish our sons 40 haves Which father oould provide for so sany things?
Which son will attempt to learn sll that ia placed before him?

liomardos I imagine my ressouning did not please you, Adowverde, I
have tried to leamm how necsssary work is frem talking to you as & father, but
beocause you bave tried to vindiecate yourself, I dave to do mares talking, If
one oan teach a beast t0 do human things, we ought to expest more from cne
with a humen intellects Remember the reven that hailed Cassar, and he replied
that there were many salutators in his houses The raven then replied that he
107
had lost the jobs I Dellieve that mearly overyons in our house has a graater
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mind than Is Of 2ll ouwr youth, I do not see one who is not gentile, alert
or wollwsmamerod; our household was always like thise If it were otherwise,
a sealous and diligent father sasily remedied the situation,

Columalla wrote the following sterys Parriric Veteremess pave o
of his deughters onsethird of his vinoyard for a dowry, He cared for the
reminder so vell that the yleld was as much as when he had the whole £isld,
later, the sscond married, and he gave her one~third, Oood God, what hard
work and diligence oan acoamplishe Devotion overcomes the arduoue and
108
laborious taske This man made the final third of his lani prodwe es much ag
the originml whole £ield dide

I would not wiah to give only s partisl examimbion of how much
zoal and diligenwe a true father has for his sans, If fathers shower love
and faith on their sons, they will eadd them receive true honmore Of course
thare are those who alweys want others to boooms better, but never bother to
bettar themsolves, But you, Adovardo, are almys solloitous about your family
vhothoy you are at homs or aways Moreover, neither your family mor business
affadrs suffer from a lack of attention, Daily I see you writing end sending
mossengsrs to Flanders, Bareolona, London, Avignon, Rhodes and Gensvas You
receive letters from many places, and are capable of handling domestic and
foreipn affalrse

Adovardo: You have led me to a polunt where, sad to say, I muat
admit that some sons are not cherissd by thelr fathers, Your conolusion is
109
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that negligent fathers are also melancholys, ZToll me, Lionardo, what would

you do, if you had proud soms whom you weatod to rake obediont? I lnow motuslly
your soms are devoted to virtu, and sesk to oake the fomily proud of them, but

not everyome om be o Lionardo, Antonio or Benedettos Vho elae has your
intellect and alertnese? Belisvs me, Liomarda, thers is more than sadness,

at times, in fathers, for the fact thet he mdight give unsound edvios is alvnys

& torment to him,

Lionardes I€ I had sons, I would be mindful of it; but my thoughte

would not be £illed with sadmess. My main concern would be to have them
develop good hobite and yirtas Every exercise not infamous is beneficial to
the minds Thore are prectioes which give birth to a honoy and regurd shom
to neblommm. I admit that not every som con becoms 6o great as his father
wishen, but I prefer thoss who seck what they can heve rather than those whe
seek what they cermot haves Though a man fails to achieve everything he
110
desires, nevertheless it is more worthy of praise to work to somsthing
profitabls rather than live inertly, lasily snd develd of exertion, Ow of
ouwr old sayings is that lasziness is the baggage of lifes It is a disgusting
aight always to sce the lazy msn sitting zown axi doing nothing all daye I
watoh them bosome faty they are no different from the pigs

Adoverde, yegardless how rich and noble a father may be, he ought
to strive %0 his utmest that his sons Jnow something else beside virtu, If
some aisfortuns should coour, he could mmke a living by his trade eand thus
live an honarable lifes Are the misfortunes of this life so slight that we
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oannot expect adverse accidents? Was not the son of Perseus, King of
Maodeonia, seen in Rome us n clothes dyer, and thus able to satisfy his needss
If things are so unstable that the son of a very powerful king can be reduced
to poverty, we ordinary men,”¢ as well as our supericrs, ought to provide
against every misfortuns, A wise pilot oan control e ship during a stormy
1 |
fathers see that their sons are trained in praotical things, Sons, in turn,
should have enough dignity to adapt themselves t0 a work to whioh they seem
maturally inclineds

Adovardo: That sons are expossd to dangsrs is of'ten disturbing
to fatherass Fathers slways went their sons to have the best, and, yet, it
often happens that the young son grows up to be o proud man of no breeding,
and thers £s not mush & father can 4o about ite

And 1t often happens that beoause of poverty or adversity, a father
must change the course of sdusation planned for his sonse Then there is alwmys
the contimuous fear that sons either will not in the end follow the good teaghw
ings necessary for later years, or that fortune will interrupt their plsn for
asguiring a great namees A father is cantinually worried, for he knows the
instadility of fortune and the insonstant hadits of youths. How oan one doudt
that fathers do a groat deal for their ohildren? How oan snyons consider

76 De Sanotis seems to orr when he desoribes Albertits “men® as
“the honest bourgeols ildealized, the new type that had teken the place of the
agoetio and chivalrous type of the Middle Ageswwthe bowrgeois purged and
refined,” History of Itelisn Litersture, I, 416,
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him contimmously happy ar, et any time, wnfaithful?
112

fionardes I do not know how a diligent father oan have ill-bred
proud sons, unless he beoame diligent too late and after they were already
vice-ridden, A father must always be watohful and prevent any evil habit in
the beginning; he mast be serupulous in extirpating them when they arise, He
must not let them raise their heads, lest they ruin by their Anfamy the good
neme of his houses I a father doss this, his sons will not be disobedient,
In my opinion, 1f a vice develops, bocause of a fatherts eloth or negligence,
the father should out if off like a bdranch, 80 10 part will ruin the family
fane,

Trus, & good father will not cise his sons out, as rome irate
fathers do, lest the viceeridden youths bsocome more dangerous and infamous
when left to themselvess It in a father's duty %o root oud every vics that
grows in his sons; but if he attacks the first tiny germ of vios, he will not
have to attack it when gresters
113

A father begins by matehing and noting where his son goes when he
first leaves the houses Of cowse, he doos not allow them o go to the evil
sections of the citye A father should always have himself thought of as &
fathers he should never be oruel but humane It is a faot that authority held
by violenoe is less stable than that held by love, Fear does not endwre too
long, but love is lastings Fear diminishes daily, whereas love develops more
svery days %ho will be 80 senseless that he thinks 4t is necessary to be
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sovere in everything? Severity without kindness gives btdrth to more hate than
respeot for suthority, ©Since kindness {s more affable and separated from
harshness, it merits more respeot and thanks.

Diligonoe i the habit of a father and not a tyrant, One doss not
have to be an excvessive investigater of minute details, for the malligner does
not becoms obedisnt. BSons should not be treated like sorvents, for it is
sometimes better not to alose ocur eyes than not to correot the evident, A
son i3 less apt to 1o respeot far & father who doss not know what is happene
ing than for a father who is negligent,

Ho who is acooustamed to deceiving his father thinks little of
betraying otherss If a negligent father raised a bad son, it will be difrficult
for him Yo call that ohild his sone The best lawa, the oustams of owr country
114
and the judgpement of good men have a remedy for thise If your son doss not
want you for a father, you do not want him for a son, Let it sorrow you lees
to have a son in prison than an exsmy in the house or one who will dishonor
the fewdily names One who gives you pain and serrow is an enemy,

But certainly, Adovarde, one who has muoh time as you will be a
nost diligent fether, If a father is not receiving much f£ilial distress, he
is not receiving much reverence and honors Fathors will never have contentment
and joy3 & father's oare is his son's virtus The father wants his som to
develop as many zo0d habite as possible, If sloth does not predominate in an
elder, the obedience of & son will not diminish,

Adovardos O Lionardo, if all fathers oould hear yowr advice, how
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happy and blessed they wonld bee I adrit that fortune eannot ;ive pood habits,
virtu, letters or arts, for these are due to owr diligence and solicitudes
But the things said %0 be subjeot to fortunce-riches sni camforts--are
necegsary in the acquisition of virtu and a good mumes Fortune will be on ouwr
18
side as long as we have devoted fatherss Lionardo, osn you expect to aid youwr
sona reveive the honors to which they wore destined? Is it not permitted yom
to conduot youwr soms to the praise and fame they believe you van lead them?
lionardo: Are you asking me whether I would be ashamed to be poor,
or if I should fear that virtu would disdain cur pavorty?
Adovardeo: Why mention poverty to you? Would it not obstrucst every
plan you have for life? ldomardo, what are these strange thoughts you havet
Liomardo: I seok sinmply to live as long as I can be happye It
doss not troudble me % suffor what pood mem sulfer, and I am not ashomed to
be poore Do you think I believe poverty an evil or inhumen thing and unoonquord
eble by virtu? Doss it not render some reward to the work o studious and
modest men? If you look with ocare, you will find more virtucus msu than the
rich mmong the poors Man's life has little content, but virtu has contentment
within itselfs
Adovardo: You will admit, Iionardo, that I never said poverty was
dirfioult for every men or rondersd overy ren miserables I gladly agree
118
with you that the devoted fethers receive trup joy from their sonss It will
please me mare, 1f you will ;lve substantial reasons for what you seys If




you have enough proof, it is easier t0 reason about such thingse

I wish you would marry and have childrenj reise them acoarding to
your ideas and with your devotiones I think yowr house will be more glorious
and furnish more superior youths, if you follow your own instructionse

Lionardos I thought I oould tesch you to be a father, and it is
very foolish for me to try to teach yous You huve more training in all learning
than any others I have seen how learned you are in the clessics. VWhich
foolish man, who had what we oall an education, would contradist yous By your
clever argummts where you eritiocized me for not having sons, you have astually
restored to me my old excuss, I am contmnt that you love me, But now you must
repay mee If I have relieved you of some of the sadnsss which fathars possess,
you, 4in turn, should not try to burden me with woep however, if I oan make you
huppys I shall follow your advice and marry,

runan‘m&u Sameone entered snd sald that
Ricoderdo was outside walting to see Lorenszo, Adevardo went out to grest him,
for Ricolerde was his father-dnelaw, axd he had to pay his respeots, We
remnined, lest Lorenso should need ues

Explicit primus liber Familie, Deo Uratiase




CHAPTER IV
COHCLUSION

Alberti was a trus uwomo universale of the Renaissamve, Not only
was he aoquainted with architsoture, education, slassios, astronomy, mathee
matios md religlon, but he was aleo proficlent in thems He imbibed the
epirit of the same, and disployed characteristios of modified individuality,
oritiolmm, and olassioal pagan oitationss

His life was unsettled, for his father's witimely death left him
impoverisheds Ill health, sorrow and despair caused him % leave his legal
studies, The parentless youth turnsd against Ood and the world in a asries of
smotdonal works, Fortunately, oconditions became better, for he was made an
Apostolic Adbbreviator. He contimmd to produce many tracts on diverse subjeots
in addition to his seoretarial dutiess He was recognized as omw of the oute
standing architests of the day, and his De Architootua was generally acolnimeds
Though most of his works on sthios were written when he was young, his later
life soemed to be dedionted to aestheido traots,

His most famous tract on the family and edusation is La Cura Della
Famigliae Its first book h.a_ ssrious expose of the pedagogioal theory of tlw
Renaissance. His teanching is not limited to any partioular develomment of the
students he sought to develop the “"whole man,” His owrioulum insluded the
physical, mental, moral and spiritusl development of the ohilde Physiocal
education is necessary, for it is condusive to a healthy minde The child
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should not bs expected to spend the whole dey on studiese The olasaics were
to be studled for style and contentss The child should become proficiemt in
iiterature, arts, and mathematicss 4 pood tencher should be hired for this
purposss A child should b2 taught that there were moral cblipations in 1ifes
Ro ons respaots the thief, lier, the proud and obstimate., These and meny
other vices must de removed, Diacipum sust be firm, but with reasom. If
there is no fmprovement aftor verbally correoting a child, a more effoctive
method should be applieds Religion is also a form of sducation; it is novessary
that the child be mindful of ths Suprems Beinge

Alberts was not & pagans He referred to the pagans snd clzssisal
authors in his tracts, btut this was a literary fads He aritioised some of
the olergy for their vices, but he remained a gpod Catholic throughout his
life, Ha wns cognizant of Cod's beauty and power, ih'bow in the redenp-
tion of Chriast and other Catholic dogma, Bothmmm”@n&wmrm
necessary; man should be mindful that God would aid him vhen askeds

The concept of virtu included various definitionse Berrowing e
pegean term, he used it in reference to natural or dsveloped talent and graces
Yirtu is & medioinal grace given to pagens amd Mﬁiﬁnhy% It i8, in
& trus sense, & divine eid for the development of matural virtusse

Alberti was e humsnisty his life and works stteat to thise KHe
night not have actmlly taught, hat his pedagogioal treatise has sxponmed the
Renaissenocs theories on educations His ideas ars both educationally and morally]
sound) everything domizated by resscm ani exercisce Perhaps Alberti was mot
a philosopher or theologian, tut his religious thought is usually sound, and
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though some pagan influense 18 at times apporent, it remcins Christiane
Albertl wms a humnist, edwator, and Christieny the first book of la _{‘%
is the boest proof of thise




APPENDIX 1
ALBERTI*S EELIGIOUS THOUGHS

Nost wmu&mmim mwning Albertite relizious thoughts
stem from his writings in the Intsroce s It seems that the secondarye
sourcs writers base their argument 3's oxproasions in this work, As
Mmhmm,mnwammmmawiﬂwmw
emotional distress, novertheless they are not to be asswed as Lrrelevent,

, In la Femi mmn.nmmmmtmwmm
ary abuses of She . eard, 11, 401s lMummsus sttacked the priests
from various espectes Apol 3 aoney sbove all
mumm,mmmcmuwmmmw
1724 Friests are described as lasy and memtally dulls Gey very |
little of the beautiful, s 178 The elergy do not aid everybedy, dut only
those sho csme with giftss pwwammmpfwmymdﬂam
Ma, Ormlﬁ% mtifex was his most bitter attack on the
sounsed vhat & pood pastor should do, and then eriticizes
thc &y #evarely for their vioss, mgammmmuwm
w.mwmmwmmmmmmmmm
siton,"” s The The dishonssty of wome bishops and hypoorisy of some
religious mmanm. Ivide, 107, Very few priests ars learned and
even less are honest, but they always wish to appear with posp Mﬁs«mx
others, wmmmmuuunmmunb% "\
%«: II. 2842656 It i evident that s a m
some of the olergy, and not religions His attack is not almed at
mmmmzmam,mthmmm&med
Misheol, la p 238y

Bafure considering Alberti's religious idems, we chall prrsent same
opinions of the secondsry writers on the subjeots Doloi belfeves that Alderti
is hardly a Catholic or even a Christisne ummowmum
that thers sesms to be 1ittle fadth in a Divinity, 5t Augustinets influence en
him 1o almost nile Albertl does not think of the other world; his morel and
mmmummwummu&mm,mmu
| new g t and produwet of the ages To him the Church is & nest of delights
and re) only an artistio cholos. Religion produces only sn saiable
pleasant sharacters Doleoi, Al 66, GO=T0, 7T, 784 Alberti's Artifex is
the God-man of a new religion, m%is%wﬁm&ﬂmw,
indeed 1t is the solense of maturesss” Bemetti, 64, 118¢ Saltte
belioves that Albertd is a Stolo«Christisng that he was a believer and his
later faith pacsed beyond the distresaing doubt of youth, and he thinks that
Religio redusss the old religion to a vulgar superstitions From one sentence
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in this work ( an tu deosseedoserent, Inedita, 131), he deduses that
Alberti is a theist, or even a deist, Al sannot concelive of God as an
;mmm. perfect, immutable spirit, Saitts, Il 1, 208, 396, *

frequently approaches the subjest of religion, never tes upon 1%, and in

no place declares himmsslf to be & Christian, His oreed is that of the Ramn
mmmmmmmmmww.ﬁmnmmmmm
unsubstantiel theism. We fesl this even in the passage of the when
Glanosso and his wife pray in their bed chamber to God for ity in life
and happiness in children, muMammw&wamuuasnga,m
musmmcmwwwm,wuuwimwmmnmam
hands and fave is stending in his tabernacle over themy" And, “his soience,
morality, philosophy, and religion were assthetlo. He conformed to the
coremenios of the Cutholis Church, but the religious sentiment had slready hee
mhhhraﬁmlnﬁn%mﬁm.mmaamuimarmam-

sofence than of the artistio sensibility,” Kam in Aldbertit's works
is there any refoerence to the Blessed Nother. %Wm taly,
IV, pts 1, 208e207, 218, ammcmmmmmm waE B

pantheiste For Alberti Fate and Fortuns are the substance of one thing with
nature, that is, God, Alberti, Momus, s cura 41 Giussppe Martini, 191; Doloei,
Albertl, 67

Banwttl prasexted another viewpoint when he sald Alberti felt "the
man who tramples the divine wak s the man that acts ocontrary to mature;
i‘bht&omﬂmmm divine wille Nature is the will of Cod,
“Benetti, 310¢ nmwtmwm“wmuuhmsm
rules Its Wm%amwmmarmwm,
ummumwmmmmm
Albertl was s most sincere believer, ", + ¢ the sontemplotion ¢ ﬁxm
Judgement, of sin, of the inborent confliot hetween God and the world, were
the dominant notes of his spiritusl outloock,™ Woeodward, Studies, §8, Manoini
presents an interosting approach to the problems Ee holds THat VAlderti
acoepts the pagan mmasumumuwammm. Acvopde
ing to him » Sharity ought to govern the family and their members
mwmeh@ of rendering thanks to God for so many Lanafitise,
Alberti believes in the world beyondees Zattista does not mabes & mystery of
Ma&mﬂmwpmmgm ﬂwuommmwuumaummm
of pugan dootrines,” Maneini, , 828, 220 The most theologionl appromihy
to Albertits relisious thoughtas is presented by Miochel. He bdegins by listing
mufnm*awngimmb.&r nquility of the Scul, The Life of

L’ﬂ%; The Care of the 1y, and The Paains, 'a:»w.ﬂ
Mormwhummdwwiwnmﬁmmm sammz “Foadny
hm.m.. d m.mg”rhmdmlmdmhhlmrwhh

In | G, thare sesms t0 be a phrass from St, Jorames
“z’hum Mplnu P ore tay 31y 834 There are thres
Wunmnmm«m tYs abstreot God who is the

beginning and end of all thingss The Irinityesthe God whom ome worships on the
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altar, the One who protects the earth, the God whom we must serve and plesase,
The Christisn religion which he lmowse Simplioity end Immensity are the
negative attributes of Gods Simplicity includes the use of Alberti's

ical terminologys His reference to 41l md postically desigmte the
celeatial power, He is not & po o for these expressions are Just
fantasies which have no religious sipgnificances nm,emmmmzw
ummmmmg'mmufmumﬁ In Alberti
said that "everything is full of the godse” Opers ta this
does not mosn that he is a pantheist, for the expression @iﬂaamtm
mmmmmumwuwm Niohael, la Penseo, 108, 881, ny
{4 »

Albertits has mmmmummamm ,
seoondary writers, o iy refers to o church as Templume For those
vhe begin vith the premise that Albsrtd &s & pagan, 4t 1s unasual that
all other thoughts follow sulte" If we adorn and beautify the house vhers a
mwwmtmuumm‘.memtwmummwwmw
Gods?™ Albexrti, De %I,m In a lstter to Mathaso De Bsstia dw
refors to a church in Opere Vo L I, LIXOLX, This, howaver, is
unusual for hime rwummm a8 a pagsn conoept in the
Renmisssnoe, for Alberti believed that a house should heve an altar at the
sntranoe for coumon prayerss He held that the “temple® should be situated in
ammwwuwmrwmommmmmu&mum
Hobrew idea of one main Temple, De tocturs, 11, 7, §, 28+ Though temple
is 2 pegan term, slsc used in t%3 {ddle Ages, one cmunot accuse Alderti of
peganism for ming 1¢) in faot, the use of such classical langusgo mas ceexm

ommmm,n.u aﬂ
19 Se

WM um mwm m«n
»

TAcheY, a Tansse % %. oo architecture wers cone
desmed byﬂu Spenish mﬁmmzm. Alberti wrote that "1 may ventwre
to affirm, that as there 1s nothing in nature can be lmagined mere holy or
noble than owr Saorifice (the Mass), so I bolieve no man of sense oan be in
nmummu«uuabymmmm Arohd I, 42,
Gasparie Quiregs Cardimalias, Index, Hanovies, 1611,
Arohs.m th.hhM&ml«Msmmeh.mmt

g oited in Mohel, la Pensce, 546, ne ls The whols work was
nurtwn&m&g only the above four liness sannot be comsidared & nonw
Christian bocawse of this ocondemnotion: "Bettista's is not a philesophy of
gtrict dodustions, mdwahomaebebuammutm.md«smm‘h
the things of religion irreverentlyssshe did not imegine what dangerous cone
sequences hia philosophy would haves" De Sanctis, Histary of Italisn Liberne

Albertits religious thought is £illed with his religlous conoopts
and Cathelic obsorvancaess To him, trus mature is Gode The Supreme Prince
‘ true eternal lows whioh all must obeys at the sames time mature defines

imposes
vhat mean is to fear or flee, Dofchrarchia, lLibtro III, 120, Opere Volgarl,
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120 The soul of man is such thst he san live happily and attain immortalivy,
"1 was not only born o sontemplate the skyesebUtess primarilyses t0 know ang
serve Oode wmu‘mw*m‘z@m good and maintaining Justioe,*

TMMNWMMatth.d who are always good and wish to see
men becoms betters Always invels the aid of God in adverss affsirs, but firet
aommmm,mm dod for wisdom snd virty, Alberti, Dells
W&M‘hmu. Libeo III, 112, 115, 153ds, s "AlBertl satd
mde nan as & hunm and divine thing, Gens c n. 7¢ There is no

doubt that the divine elemsnt is the souls mwmtmmmﬁum
WmthtmumtummplamaatGw,unﬂ%okmmrirn

trus beginning of %iﬂgﬁ Bte ﬁuo I, & Xix, 26, 28,
Ste Panl, 3 Corinth 8, &b, 1, 108 8 more oumpussiormte
Than severe &g ihoss who errp &t ane s he adds, "I hsld another

opinion,” Albertd, bro II, 106, ne 3, ldbro III, 272, Albertd

hwm.amtc%ﬁu{nmuﬁwmmmmammw

mln%tdiﬁuﬂ&ncmbhm%m&ﬂﬂ‘m“u

» h ¥orali, 136+ Zhe neoessity of good
zed for qb%

o e, o e ety
1, m. ummmwm-w A %u%o

“One is to keep my spirit as happy as possib. .mmmw'smﬂw
any desires aum mee It As my proposition that a purs spirit is alwmys very
pzulmum,uﬂ3%”5@&&@;»’%&31&%“5&&”“&
mmwwmurmwmﬁummm.twmmatmwwm
ingratitude for not asscepting the graces he sends us,’ Al.‘%-,gw
Ivdde, V, 22, 23% Alberti was mindful of the gifte of s fOF o
éi“:e *God i;c hopes Hiw h:”, is infinite, and there is m‘mwms graces)
power is inospareblessetherefore always hope in Him,
Ibide, 111, 406e God loves and helps those who strive to be %n%
‘ m&mbommtm It is most oompuseicmate to give others whnat
mm&m&ﬁ,ﬂWﬁMﬂ,Wgﬁh.m He often
sosms overawsd by God's 8% the Crestor who gave ity to
the souls He 55 the Ood of loves "Whem we turn our eyes toward heaven end
m;mmmmum.nmmsmmwmamwm
His W,"M nomo; mwmu

in “w__‘maa resds;

mtu
O Sonma Sapiensa ¢ vers Iddie
. ‘w‘:;wemg:aﬁ
Da ol , oris,
{From Whom all infinite glery procedes,)
A ts revgorro ocon tutto 'l oor Mo
(I mve recourse to thes with all my heart)
Che grasis presti a mi dedlil memaris,
(For grace helps my wesk memory),

Albertd, Ippolito s Disnors, Opere Volgart, IIX, 30l
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120s 7The soul of men is such that he san live bappily and attain {mmortalitys
"I was not only born to sontemplate the askyesedutess primarilyses t0 mow and
sorve Gods Serving God is doms by choosing the goeod and maSntaining justioe.®
The ancients referred to God as the dii who are always good and wish to ses
man become better, Always invoke the d of God in adverse affairs, but first
éo a1l that you oan, then ask God for wisdem snd vi um,ma
Trai | Itbvre 1, 24, 33, lLidro I1IX, 112, 11 " e le " sald
sade man a8 & bunm and divine thing, G 8s 11, 7¢ There is no
doubt thet the divine elemsut is the souls Ee praised the opinion of those
"sho say that man is ereated for the pleaswre of God, and to know the first
trus begimning of thinges™ 8t. Aucustine XII) e onons

Ste Panl, 2 Corinthians, 6, [~ Galatlan 8 more oompussionste
than severe aga! Rom vho erry at me © he adds, "I held another

opinion," Albertd, I Tre, libro II, 196, 2y 3, lidro IIX, 872, Alberti
later placed grest 56 in the will of Ood when be said thet “we showld
resolve that divine things ought to be left 4o God and his ministerseecs,”
% sind stras Opuseoll Morali, 136« The necessity of zood

s 18 emphas ng much grace, Ceus di F pere V
I, 178« Alberti outlined two msthods of the so
"One &9 to keep my spirit as bappy as possidle, and never let God's wrath or
| any desires diaturd mes It 4s my proposition that a pure spirit is always very
pleasing to Jod, axd I safeguard 1t againet anmything T doubt as good or bad."
Mﬁtwwmurmmmﬁuhhmwwmﬁmiﬁww
ingratitude for not aocepting the graces he sends us,” ﬁm& s G¢ ,
ma.:v.u,m Alberti was mindful of the gifts of God, arh%d
that "God 1a hopey His meray is infinite, and there is no number to His gracess
His ypower is incomparablessstherefore always hope in Him," A

op 111, 404y God loves and helps those who strive to be i ¢
' which He bestowsd om theme It is moet compassiomate to give others what
you seek from God, Alberts, D arehie, 14dre 11, 1043 Ibide, 104 He often
sosus overawsd by God's powerss Uod 18 the Creator who gave ity to
the souls Ne is thw Ood of loves “"When we turn our syws toward heaven and
omsider the admirable work by Bie utility than
mb‘;ﬁﬁ’" %‘ ? e
DO SERTL £

: g

S

O Semmn Saplense o vers lddie
(ogmnmnwx&.)

Da oul procede ogni infinita glaris,

(Frem ¥hom all Snfinite glory procedes,)

A te recorro con tutto ') owr Mo

(I bave recourse to thos with all my heart)
Che grasia presti a mi dedil memoris,

(For grase helpe my wesk memory),

Alberts, !ma ¢ Dianore, Opere Vﬁ‘ m 113, 301e
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From these statements of Alberti, it is evident he is not an

atheist, theist, or deists Ho is & good Christian and Catholic humanist,

During & pericd of msntal depression, he turned against God's will; later he

repented,




APPENDIX IX
ALBERTX*S DEFINITIONS F VIEIU

Albertits idea of vi must be analyzed dboth uguﬂwlym
positively. His negative is found in only a fow workss In
"the wail given to Mamus in substitution of the sacred firs lost by
reprosents the bad £rult of false miﬁmwuwmﬂ
and ends up by giving vistuals ami the oconapirscies of the wicked,
nuaxmmm«rmmmmn.muhmmmwmm
of man, snd even first, of the godss the saored fire is spiritual
sve xm:mm-...amnummr::m' Valeria
ttrocunte Firense, 1985, 10s Alberti,
'ummm *atands he sams av
Mﬂt&iﬂmw&tmmiummmtwitunﬁmmm
ummu‘aw«mwmmm !anmm

that go in search of supports umhumm
be ridttmhd and finds 4tself mi srrors of forb
mm. % t, 308-308, Alberti referred to false virt aylm:
forever, I exslude it as bare and despioable,” Alberti
tm 1364 At this point, Saitts seems to err gnwly T
” is profoundly different, indeed, from which

has faith only 4w its owm nw.m»mwmmwumfm
arises to underming 1t." Saitts, 11 Pensiero, I, 506396, ofe infra.

Albert's approach %0 the problem is far more definite, Yiﬁm

oan refeor either to talent or to znvm he mentioned the savants
and artists ns defenders of v lotus With his pencil, Phidias with
his ohisel, and Archimedes npuueys,“ Alberti, Opors. Inedib 1340

Inhismk.mm Miatwmmﬁa&tu "Here wo &y of’ Vi¥
the nature of men, That it should bo eultivated whether it is in the ha
.vmn,m.wmwmmrafmc nunmmu‘&h
s.rmu mmumw,«pawmn.wm;mam,
mh%g,fanmn cited in Michel, la ] - $7Tle There
ons to this aspest of however, s Lmpore
mauﬁmtoummwm % & vi Always strive that virtd and
my works surpass the years and satiefly yowr expeotations of me ny miural

talente" Opere Volsari, I, 196

Another of his positive appronch to the problem is in his
oconsideration of virtd as graces GSaitta dses not delieve that Albartits
deotrine of wirtd 1s « religious convept, I1 Pensiers, I, 2és And Gentile
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/
is far mare outspoken in his opinioms He considers virtu as the prineiple of
memmn 15 not a celestial grace~sonly human will,

Centile, Firense, 1920, 151,
xnnm %‘!'AM smniounth have been
»mm. but, here 1t does not f14 the man, Bola:l 2lso belisves thet
Albertits vi 45 not assoociated with the spiritual order, Dolol, ilberti, 72,
He sows to under the miscomoeption that Alberti would have used the
ward grece and not However, Albertd was & humanist, and was definitely
influsnced by the o 0se &Mlymwodaptmtm.wﬂmplm
Ma%smnem% Movreover, the Lmportant factor is not the word, Lt
the thought behind ite Michel, om the contrary, refers to Alberti's wvirtu

as the "firm dispositicn of the soul to fige evil and to do good,” Lo Pensds,
E81s Trus, Alberti does not refer to virtu as grace as such, but after con-
sidering soms of his stetemsnba, we oan make soms dofimite conclusionse

"Happinoss camot be had without ./ It i the chain and best

peassmaker of friendship, Dom&nbeth&% a divine and most holy
Minmﬂﬂynﬁdﬂgﬁwmum splendor of praise and fume

in whomever it may bee* Vol 11, 405. m, 436,
*virtu the Wt of hm

s i o RS Ml

aoguires for himeelf, numm@»nm supreme guodnesss the
douix;vof virtuous brings us true happioess. Honor is the rewsrd of
%. Perbape thare 1s not so sush as is expocted from us, however,

80 much excsllence in ftself that nothing oan emally remit 1te One
doss not fimd in s mind ecoupled with {rivilous end pusrile thoughts,
For will you wiere there §s the least vices Our first and om use-
fulness will be to adopt the forces of owr om spirit to % te know the
mwmamm.aamumwmm This will be
virtu ¢ o ogoodness and uum.' Abro I, 24, 43, l.ihn 11, 91, 10},

1ibro XIX. 144, | a‘% will aid to free us n'moomt

opim.m, Later Alborti said, "V

truly superisr uMuuaat‘m:}MN
uawasﬂmm,wmwmaunmammmumm
and all amran. aad thoamu mm, honor, and the true and stable delight
of tho mind,” Lettere, > Nox 177 Then sgein, "there is nothing
sasier to ave and ¢ irtus ne does not have unless he wants
it, rm:ummun; 3ts wirdile hadits wrks which men oan
huwumautwm,gmmmmm;mwm
spirit, s welleordered reastn, 904 disoipline, and diligences, It is ths
most olear and illustrious of human goodss If you have it, you have little
need of anything else. vm is necessary to the soul und comtrary o vices,
It helps us conquor the s will, and fercoity of every other animal, It
mmmaudvaluﬂmhnnhmronedbymmun Hor
will you have to osoasion or oppertunity to show it to the viceeriddems®
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/
37 $¢ is oven comsidered virtu to overcome 2 malicious ome vith

nce. ; Tro, ods da Pelle s Proouic, 17 Ilibro II, 192. 194, 202,
206, 3223 ﬁ% 17T, 400, 4083 Governo % pere Voleari, v, Iih
“‘v is mmam i‘w you and yours," L2 Tl Te 147s Jio

8o said, * i3 Joined to and comp umenes Go : for
1t 48 from do not a.ba:‘xdm nelws t{( gwt aa%ng; mtsaar YOu Coflges .
oxsite virtu m yoursalwsn.. Della ‘%z_‘g?xi fta ﬁeu Animo, Libro 11X,

Yo Ls 113, Albertd ~1s0 referr “When he wrote of pepanse
ws in Ulysses M made him avoid damgars I believe that you
too oan do “hoping in God,® Al Tor Donna, Opers Volsari, I, Zi6e

Now the problem is vhether or not Albertl is talking about graces
Alberts said thet %h easy to obtain, and, also, that 1t is given to
paganse Pagans 11 an exslusively vatural 1ife, so one might believe that
virty 18 not graces On the other hand, because of its intimats assoolfation
with the divine, as he mentionsd, there 13 a valid reasom for concluding that
it 15 graces What 48 the snswer?

The essence of the responee is that there i¢ a grece that is easy
0 obtain and that 1a given the pagens It is a true supermatural grace ar help
bestowed by Gode In theology it s lowowm as medioinal grasve, and it serrects
the faults wnd m.umﬁm of a fallen matures It also assists such a
mtures However, in 9“ insistence that virta 1s a0 intimately assoolated
with the divine, van also apply to & strictly supermtural graos which
48 the esaence rted natures In theelogy, such a grace in its highest
form would be the ymunt state of divine sonship desoribed by senctifying
graces There 1z an excellent discussion of this gratis Hﬁ%anﬁ this

/
tm habitualis ﬂxich, gi.m the combext qt AXb

ANPIOVGY &8 -f»,,..l‘ a7l Parin, 1381, ﬁlﬂdw

god T wirty he p soosnt on wm associated with

£raos,

Farthermore, 1t must be noted that Alberti did not write formelly as
& thaologians He wsed his knowledge of the power of grase in terms of
Uterature, sdwation and livings Than, we conaider the peried in which he
wrote, the sontext of his writings, and the people to whom he direcsted himself,
we caumot be surprised that hils digoussion is not in the form of & theclogical
troatises, Though his ides of is assocclated with mtural perfection, in
80 many instances he indiostes this maturel perfestion cannet be realized
without some kind of graose It iz not the language of & pagan humanist, It
is the language of a Catholic humanist, Leon Battists Aldertie
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