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CHAPTER I
THE EISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF LETTERS ONB-HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY-SIX TO TWO HUNDRED AND SIX -
1, 'THE PAPAL rnoxm

While John of Salisbury, styled "le plus unﬁt homme de son sﬁéle,'j_]_'
Vpe!’med this group of letters in the latter half ef the year 1166 and the |
early part of the following year, the catholfh Church fe@ itself in &
shaotic and perilous state. S0 fn his cell in the Abbey of St, Remy, at
Rheims, France, where John had found réfnge in exile Aue to the kindness and
hospitality of Abbot Peter of Celle, his friemd and confidamte,> he hoped
eagerly for the success of Pope Alexander IIT in his strife with Frederick
Barb&re-sa., snd he worked feverishly for the renewal of peace between Thomss
| Bockset, Archbuhop of Canterbury, snd Henry II, King of England. It was in
this tvo-gold—strifc, therefore, that ecclesiastical troubles nro‘oen‘tered".

l‘réd'er:lck Barbarossa was mbuéd with the old ideas of absolute -~
imperislism® and hsd alresdy encountered some aiftioulty with Mrisn IV,
the only so‘!n of England ever to grace the pontifical throne of Ronic. Upon:
the death of Adrisn in 1169, the cardinsls were split into two factionss
one party, cm;nnanding twenty-‘&hre§ votes, favored Orlando, chAncelior o:

the apostolic see; the other, if it can be called a party with only three

1 Biographie muvmene, (Ches L. €. Michaud, Pa-ril. 1825, vole w).
art, "Salisburye"”

2 Clement C, J. Webb, John of Sa.liabury, (London, Methuen & Co.,
1932, ™ 186), p. 108.

3 John Alsog, D.D., Manual of Universal Church History, (Dublin,
Gi1l & Son, 1884. Ppe 395-407), voly 11, Pe 395,

+




"t.j, upheld Octavian, oardinal-priest of St, Cecily's, Since an agreement
could not be reached, both aasumed the authority of the pa.pacy: the former,
as Alexander III; the latter, as netor IVe Although Viotor IV had so small
a minority, he was powerful because he was ngported by !'roo.qriolq ‘:Barbsroau,g
whose designs he regarded with favorable eye. B

Oonsequently the Christian world was divided: Frederick and his empire
oast their lot with Victor IV, while England &nd France, by advice of their
bishops, acknowlédgod the rightful election of Alexander VIII and promised
allegiance to him, But the imperious Barbarossa was idamant. He ‘n:lsed.
Bome and made Viotor IV his puppet, while Alexander was forced fé flee for .
safety to Fr&nce.4 .'i‘he state of the Church was consequently greatly

weakened, and the rightful pope was in no position to settle the trouble

in England,

2¢ BECKET, HENRY, AND THE CUSTQMS
The trouble in England was caused by the unlawful and uncanonical
demands of King Henry II. This proud and haughty monarch was alse :Imb_ued
with &baelﬁtm,
ﬁe wanted to voncentrate all power within his owmn person, He was Jjealous

of every species of authority whieh did not emanate from himself, and which
was noet subservienmt to his will,..,.He was careful that his faverites should

owe everything to himself, and gleried in the parade of their power and

4 John Lingard, Dedsy Kistorz of Bla (Mblin. P, O'Shea, 1887,
Ppe 139“245)p vole II, Pe 3050




4
opulence, because they were of his own Aoree.tion.A.qulﬁ temper coxld h.rook
no contradiction....His passion was said to be the raving of a madman, the
fury of a savage beast....Pride and pa-as_io:ms caution and duplicity formed
the distinguishing traits in his character.

King Henry had his chaneel).or, Thomss Becket, elevated to the pri-
matial see of Canterbury, left vacant by the death of Theobald, Henry's
faithful adviser. Thomas Becket had openly expressed his reluc#a.nco, but
in this too Henry would dbrook ne oppoai’sion. So Thomas Becket was ordained
priest on My 30, 1162 and consecrated b1¢e$ on the following daye This
occasioned Gilbert Foliot, Bishop of Hereford, who himself had an eye on
~ Canterbury to remark that "the King bad at last wrought a miracle; for he
bhad changed a soldier into & priest, a 1¢yman into & las.amp.“6

Little did Poliot realisze the truth of his prophetic woi'da. For the
change that took place in Thomas Becket was little short of miraculous.

He was determined, on the day of his consecration, never to roproach
‘himself on his death-bed as his successor of several centuries later, Car-
dinal Wolsey, wes forced to do, Thomas Becket would never say, “
Had I but serv'd my God with half the zeal
I serv'd my King, He would not in e age
Have left me naked to mine enemies.
he outontatious parade and worldly pursuits of the chancellor were
ingtantly renounced by the archbvishop, who in the fervor of his conversion,

prescribed to himself, as & punishment for the luxury and vanity of his
former life, & daily course of sedret mortification.,«e¢His time was divided

5 I'bid" PPe 196197
6 Ibid,, p. 205 o
7 William Shakespeare, King Henry VIII, Aot 3, So. 2, 11,4564458,




into- oertain periods allotted to prayer, study, and the episcopal, functions,
‘#hese he found it difficult to unite with those of chancellor; and there-
gore, a8 at his conseeration he had been declared free fram all gecular
‘engagements, he resigned that office into the hands of the King.e

1¢ Thomas Becket had retained the chancellorship, he would have held
| th; highest place possible of attainment by :.n Bnglish subjest, "But God
had other work in store for him; the freedom of the Church was in danger,
and he was the champion ra._.lud ﬁpfin its defence, His eyes, 830 clear=
sighted naturally, were enlightened by Bi'viné' grace; and as he aaw-}iia work
before him, he set hf.mself manfully, aye and like a saint as he was, to
pcrform it," n

He worked first and foremost for the Churoh. In any conflict of
rights between Church and state, he firmly upheld the rights of tho former,
And this attitude irked King Henry, who; ags we ment ioned, could brook no
opposition, The olimax of this growing tension between the spirftual and
temporal head of England came at the Council of Giérondon in January, 1164,

It was proposed at this counoil that all the bishops agree te and,
by their own seal, confirm their acquiescence to the oomtitutiona,\ which,
acoording to King Henry, were supposed to have been immemorial customs
enjoyed by his royal ancestry, and consequ.ently 'belongod to hm too.w
The bishops present inquired. what these customs might be, so on the fol-

lowing da.y they were p:esented, after being fomulated by Richard d4e Luci

8 Lingard, op. cit,, vols II, pe 205

9 John Morris, St, Thomas Becket, (London, Burns and Oates, 1886,
PDP. 632), pe 109 _

10 John of-Salisbury, Letter 176




. VG.
and Jocelip de Bailleul.;n The more important of these constitutions wére:
1, The revenue of vacant sees must &601;11.0 to the treasuiy of the
government, and the success ors to these vacancies are to be appointed by

order of the King, _ |

2 All cases involving the clergy are %o be tried first by the King's
Jjustice, It is he who decides whether the culprit must appear in a secular
or ecclesiastical court. If the case in quaitian pertaina to the ec-
:dleeia.stical court, a civil officer must be preec;nt to report the pro-
ceedings; if the case is presented to the secular court, the clerical
defendant is deprived of any rights he has as a clérgyman.

3« No one belongihg to the King's household may bde ex&omunicatéd
without the King's consen)t, or that of the grancl Judiciary, in the absence
of the King, ‘ |

4. No archbishop or ecclesiastical dignitary may lawfully go beyond
the sea without the King's .pomission. The purpose of this was to proven:
appeals to the papal court, |

5¢ Appesals must prooeed from the archdeacon to the bishop, &nd from
there to the archbivshop. If the archbishop fails to show justice, the

matter {s brdught before the King, Under no circumstances should an appeal

be made to Bnmﬁ.m

11 John Morris, ope cit,, pe 108
12 John Iaing&ﬁ, OPe cite, V@l. 11, pp. 217~-219,
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At first, almost all the bishops agreed to obey these constjtutions,
"gxcept il;en touching their honor or the rights of their order," which was
the ordinary form used by bishops at the ceremony of their conéecration, ,
when taking an oath of fidelity to the King of England,!® Bat the King
would accept nothing but complete allegiancé. He threatened th;am. " Pinally
the pleading of the other bishops prevailed upon Thomas Becket, and he toe |
gave his consent, Ihi.qh he la.bter retracted, He even interdicted himself
from the exercise of his functions, wrote a :ull a:ccount of the pm_ceedings
of the Council of Clarendon te Alexander III and boggod the pontiff to
absolve h;(.m.,]'4

King Henry was even more infuriated by Thomas Becket's recantation,
So on October 8, 1164, he summoned the ‘Archbishep to the Council of
North&mptoﬁ, to answer charges unjustly brought ageingt him ;egarding the
miaappropriatioﬁ of certain funds entrusted to him, when he acted in the
capacity of chancellor. But Thomas Becket did not appear; he was repre-
gented by several knights. The enrsged King placed numerous unbearable -
fines upon the Archbishop. They were paid when the. Archbishop saw it was
useless o rmbn'atréte; ,

Thang.s ‘Bockét, several days later, made futile attempts at recon-

ciliation, and then realized it would be best for him to leave England.

S0 in ilovember, 1164, Thomas Becket began hls long exile, He visited

- 18 Monsignor Demimuid, St. Thomas & Becket, (Londen, Duckworth & Cos,

. 1909 p. 205), De95
14 John Lingard, opecits, DP. 222-225.
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Pope Alexanier at Sens, France, where the Pope was still in exi 1g due to
the yet nﬁaeﬁled conditfons in Rome. i’honas Becket gave tile Pope a full
account of the proceedings and offeréd him his resignation, which was not
scoepted. Then Alexanier iII and King Louis of France had arranged for
Becket to retire temporarily to the Cisterctan Monastery of Pontigny, in
mrg\mdy.ls This seamed to have been prepared for Thomas Becket by Johnof
."aa.lisbu.ry,;6 who was exiled some months prev:oualy by nng Henry because
he exercised too great an influence upon Thomas Becket.

But the King was debermined to crush Thomas Beckef, ani he was gosded
on by Gilbert Foliot, Jahnvot Oxford, and others who rested their ambitions
for the future on King Henry's glorious triumph over Thomas Becket, They |
led the English bishopa in formnlating .an a.ppeal vindiea.ting King Henry
and. condeaning'nhm for hio obltimey.le an Christmas Day of 1164 all the
property of Thomas Becket was confiscated and & decree of banisiment was
promulgated against all his relatives and the friends of his households It
was even enjoined upon the exfiles to present themselves in rags and tatters
at the feet of Thomas Becket and point out to him their miseries, due to
his ebstim.cy'.m. The reveme of all those too, who followed Thomas Becket
into Fraﬁeo,'m confiscated,

4% this poimt John of Salisbury and others looked to Alexander III

15 John Morris, opecite, De2l3,

16 DPr. ¢, Scharsohmidt, Johannes Saresberiensis, (Loipsie,ﬁeubner,lsszu
P.359), Ded5

17 lobb, oy.eit. s Do 195.

18 John gf Salisbury, Letter 176

19 John Lingard, op.cits, pe230.

20 ¢f, Letters 194, 205,




T powerful nlly? . On the other hand, Thomms Becket a.lrea-dy was Aloxandar's

9.

to quell this strife by siding with Thomas Becket against Henry ;,I Butb
the ‘Pope ha.d to be diplomtie. He himself was in hard straits, Barbarossa
hed not yet acknowledged him.as pope, and Alexander IIT might be foreed to
‘call upon Henry for sssistamce in his own strife sgainst the "Zeutonic
E‘yrant.‘-"zl Why, then, ahonld he condemn Herfty and deprive hingel? of &
gtaungh sa.pporter, and to decide a.nything agiinst Thomas Backct wou.ld bc
‘most ungrateml. Yet, he d4id seem to throw his resources to the side of
Thomas Becket, even making him apostelic 1egate of a1l England in dpril .
of 1166, % | | |

Hence,- on July 22, 1166 fhe Archbishop. orrcanterbury used *hia authority,
and in the abbatial church ot VYesxelay, aolemnly excommunicatea .Iohn of Ox~
ford for his intrus fon m’co tho offiee of the De&nery of Sa.lishury and for
his :lntimaoy Iith the German aehianatics. . He also excommunicated other
bishops and lords guilty of colla.‘norating with Henry 11, lmd of apoliation.
Thomas Beckat likewise threatened King Henry: with excommunieation if he did.
not mend nis W&yﬂba ‘ »

While this. Mcensad King Henry all the more, it also fri@toned hime
So en anbassy wag' aenb to the Pope to have the excommunication lifted a.nd.

to present Ki.ng Henry't vievpoint. A.n appea.l, framed by Gilbert Foliot,

21 Letter 181

22 G, Scn&r’@hﬂiﬁt' opositdg p.46
23 John Merris, op.cite.. mzsz. ,
24 Ibid., PPe235-2064 ’




10,
who 8till kept his eye on the primatial see of Canterbury which Thomas Beck~
et might vacate, was drawn up justifying King Henry. But Alexander III
upheld the excommunications of Thomas Becket, amd did not deprive him of
the office or‘lmthority he enjoyed as apostolic vlegato of England.

King Henry took new measures against i'h?wa Becket, He threatened to
take vengeance on the Cistercians in Englend, if those of Pontigny continuned
to shower their hospitality upon Thomas Becke:. S0 King Louis 1nvi§ed
Thomas Becket to Sens, where the oppressed Archbishop found refuge in the
Monastery of St. Colombe with the Benedictines until shortly before his

martyrdom in 1170, 25

Se THE LEFTERS w JOHN OF SALISBJRY
Throughout this period ot ;enténtién between his spiritual and
temporal princes, John of Salisbury "most trusted counsellor and chief
support (of Thomas Beael:e‘t:)"z6 ﬁa cairying on a“reverish activity in be~
half of the Archbishop of Osnterbary -

Seiner Gesinnung treu, fuhr Johann auch nach seiner Entfermung ven
Vateriand und Amt fort, dexr Sache 4u dienen, welche er als die Gottes
betrachtete. Er widmete ihr eine gross, eingreifende Thatigkeit. Zwar
mit Becket im Einszelnen keineswegs immer einverstanden, ehrte er doch

in ibm nicht nur den Vorgesetzen, sondem vor allen Dingen den Trager des
Princips, mit dem er sich selbdst f{dentifieirt hatte, und war unermtdlich
thatig, durch eine ausgebreitete wohlerwogene Correspondensz fiir Becket
fordersamst su wirken und su werbens

25 Mo Demimuid, opecit. p.97
26 Webd, op.cit., p. 11ll.
27 Soharschmidt, ope.cites Pe39




| X . - 11.

And it was espéoially in this correspondence of his that “"hg did what
'he could in the cause ofbpeaco without compromising the liberties of the
Church.""° The letters of this group, & translation of which is found in
GhspterVII, date from about the qiddle of-ILSS up to the early apring of the
following year, They give us an idea of Jokn*s activity over a peried of
less than nine momths, In these letters John gives us a panorsmic and yet |
a detailed view not only of what was happening 81l about him, but he also
takes us behind the scenes., | ¢

In the opening letter of this group.29 sent to Bishop Bartholomew of
Exeter to whom John was iniebted for numerous benefactions, John gives a
full account of recent happenings, ‘The English Bishops had formulated &’
deceitful appeal to Pope Alexander agsinst Thomas Becket, and thé King's
embassy is already on the way to the Roman cufia. Alciander IIi ordered
the restitution of all stolen revenues and benefices to their rightful
owners among !hem&a.Backat'a elerics, The Arnhbishnp of Canterbury has ex~
communicated all those who stand guard at the ports to prevent entrance ;:
exit to those who wish to appeal to the Pope.so In this letter we can
gather a vitid fdea of Gilbert ¥oliot, now Bishop of Lendon with & hankering_
for cantorbuiy; He is depicted as & rabdle-rouser, the man stirring up the

fires of contention. He 1s very treacherous and deceitfule St

28 Demimuid, ope.cite p. 147
29 Letter 176
S0 Ibide ;
31 Letter 195




| 1z,
| The foliowing four letters of this group were sent to !'homag’ Beeket.
John adviées the Archbishop to summon the Bishops of England for a conferema‘
fha.t some settlement might be made between Henry and the Church. John
suggests the possibility of even discussing the matter with the Iihg again,
and perhaps, through the intervention of Enp‘réas mthnd&, of even harving
peace restored.sz Thomas Becket is warned of the hypocrisy anmd deceit of
the English bishops making and fomulating this appeal, Their intention
scems 'tlo be t o destroy the Church. Thomas B:cket, therefore, ought to
proceed most cautiously. .He must show these bishops that he tried to make
peaée & number of times, but always fruitlessly,
John frequently warns Thonas Becket not to put too much stock on Rome,

33 and even the cardinals

because there is too much gi’ood amd laxity thei:o,
are inclined to reconsider, before adminiatefing justice, who the person
involved might be and how much his income amounts to.m He also urges him
most insistently not to put King Henry under the yoke of excommunication er
England und er interdict, but to cont inue perseveringly through the Enpre.;:
Mathilda and the Bishops of Nomandy to bring about a settlement of these
difficulties, Whatever else might happen, Thomas Becket is admonished not
to take the King at his word, but. to get written security for his om

. safety, and above all, not to Dbe satisfiel u.nti.l» all t}_;e at.olen revenues of

his clerics had been returned.w

32 Letter 177
33 Letter 178
34 Letter, 208
35 Letter 179
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When a storm .broko out in the royal court because of Thomag Beckei's
arastic m;aaures, John wrote again to tell the Archbishop that he had
consulted with the Archbishdp's friends and they all agreed almost verbatim
on the advisability of his précoc_lu.re, but he added again that Thomas should
at all times exercise the greatest moderatigh, >0 |

John Belmeis, Bishop of Poitiers and one of the most loyal and
generous of John's benefa.ctora, was the necizient of three letters of this
partioular group.; These loﬁtore throw an interesting light on the help

John was getting from some loyal aupportersm

and show how energetically
John worked to influence everyone possible to the side of Thomas ABecket in
this confliet with Henry. For John even requests thet Bishop John Belmeis
use pressure upon the Abbot of St. Maixent to pay & lawful debt to 8
servant of the Archdeacon of Pa:ris.sa The purpose of this letter, perhaps,
was to do & favor for the Archdaeon that the Archdeacon in his indebtedness
to John wonld work all the more vigorously for the cause of Thomas Beeket:
'In so many of his 1 etters Johﬁ agks for advice from the more inﬂuo#-
tial among the J.r1:l.ora.r¢=hy.59 In many instances, it seems, it was not the
advice that John actuslly desired, but psychologically he realized that if
he requested-advice, he might thus intereat some of the hierarchy of France

and Englend who were as yet disinterested in the strife, But if they did

36 Letter 180

37 Letters 181, 204

38 Letter 189 )

39 Letters 183, 188, 198, 199, 204
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counsel John, they would be inclined to favor Thomas Becket and pould be
interested to find out how the case was proceeding. John registers sur-
prise that some are absolutely inactive in the <:&t.use.,4o John makes it &
point to incline even entire monagteries to.this important cause by request-
ing their pmjers.41 At all times John is“careful not to make any enemies,
and strives to clear himself of any charges which might be falsely rumored

about him.‘z

+
Gerard Pucelle, a learned scholar of that time, who later became
Bishop of Coventry, also received several letters from "John during this
period. These letters deal mostly with conlitions in Gémany, for Gerard
had traveled to Cologne and was censured for this dy many, because he
thereby communicated with the sohimatic Gemans. For Gologne was the hotw |
bed of this antipathy toward Alexander III. John, however, while caution-

ing Gerard, assures him that he san do much to promote the cause of

Alexander III and of Thomas Becket by observing conditions with ahretrlnes:i

i

and by ‘indueing the mo re: influenti&l to take up the cause of righteousness,
Anything done for Thomas Becket's anl John's cause was appreciated

most profusely. Walter de l'Isle, for example, 4be§anse he 414 not arrest

Thomas Becket's messenger to England, bad incurred the King's displeaau.re.

For this John expressed his sympathy end his deepest gntitﬁae.“ ‘Others

40 Letter 197

41 Letter 187 -

42 Letter 186

43 Letters 191, 192, 1983, 194.
44 Letter» 182 :




t00, Wso had shomn kindness to John or his brother Richard, exilsd with him,|
were the ;eciﬁienta qf lettqrs o£ 5pprec1ation.45 Nor does John hesitate
to0 admonish more or less severely those who neglest to forward due
assistance46 or‘neglecﬁ to wr:{tq.4 |

In almost every one of these letters w& cen feel John's loyalty to
Thomaé Becket and the Church, He did want to do a&ll in his power to bring
_ about a recunciliation between King Henry ang,the Archbishop bux on honor=
able terms.48 John did want to regoin the friendnhip of the King but alaso
on honorable tsrhs.49 He: would not compromise with the world to the
detriment of his aanl.so |

Vbry vivid is John's piotuze of the terrible plight of those who were
in exile and whose property hmd_been prpscribed. Incessantly does John beg
for financial and spiritual assistance for them.51 Bitter is his de-
nunc fation of the papal commission that had been appointed to settle the
strife one way or another—-—men more interested in the king's coffers tﬁtﬂ
in the righteous cause of the Ohurchbsa John even speaks very freely and
openly to the Pope, almost chiding him for beiﬁg duped by John of Oxford,
whe wag supposed to have presented the king's and his 6nn c&io to the Pope "
~and consequently received such power and authority from the Pope that he and|

. , 53
the King had almost complete freedom of action in nnclesiaut;cal matters,

45 Letters 186, 196, 200

46 Letter 201

47 Letter 195

48 Letters 178, 181

49 Letter 199 ‘ .

50 Letter, 198 : ‘
51 Letters 188, 205, 206

B2 Letters 204, 206

53 Letter 205
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Quite in’coresting is John's letter to John Sl.rrazin, one of jhe few
Greck scholars in the West, John Salisbury urges him to complete his
trenslation of the work of pseudo-Dionysius into Latin, and alse inquires
about the meaning of several Greek words he .ren across in reading some works
of the Latin B‘athors.“ @

After reading these letters of John of Salisbury, we are forced to
agree yith the observations mede by Scharsohm‘idt, who made & very scholarly
study of this twelfth century savant and remarked:

Joharn's Briefe, welche grosstentheils dieser Periode seines Lebens
angehoren, haben daher eine doppelte bedeutung: sie fallen eirnmal als
wirkungsreiche Thatsachen bel diesem Streite ins Gewicht, und sind dann
Zweitens historische Zeugnisse desselben Streites, dessen Urheber und
Theilnehmer, Begabenheiten und Zwischenfdlle sie uns viel ungefarbter,
unbet’u.ngcnor. zuverlassiger vorfihren als die im Legendstil gehaltenen und
demgemass mit viel frommen Machungen Yer’bmton Berichte Anderer,

In their original lLatin the letters of John of Salisbury give us the
reverential impression of a maj@sﬂc medieval cathedral. They are solid in
atméturo, with each ides deftly ci.rved out and firmly connected to anoth:r
by the tenacious lute of Christian philosophy. The exterior is exquisitely
adorned. with delicate art=work fashioned after the Latin end Gréok
classicistes, 2nd dbrilliantly embellished with rare and precious stones
culled from the Scriptures and from the Fathers. And within one can feel
the glowing ardor of & sincere faith, the burning love for divine Justioe,

and the ardent desire of promdting God's cause.

B4 Letter 208
B5 Seha.rschmidt, op.cit. PP 39=40,
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176 John to Bishop Bartholomew of Exeter v
SUMMARY: Jobn gives Bishop Bartholomew of Exeter a full account of

recent happenings, His brother Richard has rejoined him in

v exile and he himself has just received letters requesting him
to warn the bishop that the king had ordered Jocelin of Ballfol
and others to regard both the bishops of Exeter and Worcester
as public enemies, John sarcastically comments on the appeal
.of the Bnglish bdiashops, reports shat Thomas had been made
legate of England, that the king's embassy was on its way to
the Roman curia, that the archbishop had excommunicated all the
royal officials who were guarding the ports in order to prevent
appeals either to the Pope or himself, that the Pope had ordered
restitution under anathema of allybenefices and confiscated
property of Thomas' clerks, that he himself had urged Bartholo-
mew's innocence to the archbishop, and that although the bishop
might be summoned to join the archbishop, hé was to use his own
judgment as to whether it was advisable to go, without fear of
losing the archbishopts friendship, From evenis mentioned in
the letter it can be dated July, 1166, shortly after the 'biahop'ﬁ'

. appeal of July 6 resched France, - ,

Much, indeed, have I to wﬂte,_ but lack -:af. time and the pressure of
urgent duties force me to be brief rather th§n explain these matters in
detail, - Not long &go, with the help of God, I was again reunited with my
brother, who praised your hospitality and generosity in very many words
and made me far more grateful and obligated o you tham ever before. Then,
too, upon ﬁis arrival I received & letter from & certain very intimate
friend of ours, who wished to forewarn me and you too, if possible through
ny instmm&aiity, that the king, by instigation of Jocelin de Baluoll
and some other sycophants of his, issued a decrse that you and His Lordehip |

of worcester_z should at all times be considered and treated as dangerous

1l .?ocelin de Balliol, who was excommunicated at Veseley, June 12, 1166
2 Roger Fits, Count Bishop of Worcester, 1164-1179
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graitors 1o the government and enemies of the publis at large, J Wish my
fears wez;e groundlesal But whatever the bishops might have pr.vious_ly
written in their decréta.isf whatever they may preach about his nobility
and gentleness, about his Jnatige and chari{ty, about his reversnce for the
prieathood,”thsre is nothing so irreverentsrnothing so rank that the French
and the latins wiil not more Qa.aily bel ieve of him, Hence, thoroughly
surprised and shocked i3 everyene who learns with what conscience, impu~
dence, and effrentery you dared to assert ’1: writing, and to eonﬁ.m‘ with
_the seal of episcopal autherity the innocence of & mén whose acta of in- |
" justice are the common talk o! all, and of whose hypocricy amd tyreanny

the world is well aware. How, in the prostitution of Justice, 414 an
sugnet body of so many eutstanding dignitaries maliciously bear false
witness? PFor these are the words of your triting in defence of the king,
whose case yﬁr aecret&ry‘ strives to justifys "The king promises marti&i
Justice, aml\is prepared to fulfill this promil; by deod.a;s he even con-
siders it & gracious favor when admonished to make amends foi any. offenc:
against the Lord; he is prepared not only to make amends, but if need be,
even to do more than thate” Amd after a few remarks he adds 1‘:h&t the
same one "in his opinion d.(;ea net trifle in mattofa pertaining to the

Church bu:l; submits to the yoke of Christ," 4And a 14ttle previously:

S The Bnglish bishops had appealed against chh'biéhop Thomas, July 6,

1166 :
4 Gilvert Foliot, Bishop of London, 1163-1188
5 For this letter cf, Becket Materials 5,412
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nThet His Majesty the King hed never ooznmitted a transgression,s‘ we do not
claim, but we admit amd maintain with confid;ence that he is a2lways ready
to render satisfaction to God." ™0! How discreet!™ they exclaim, "How
inspiring the talk of the Engliah.bishopa!" Wha.t':'s_incere and untarnished
testimony for the freedom of the Churchf How candid is the statement of
priests, who speak aloud what clown and ha‘:clecmin7 would not utter without
embarrassment! If jour gecretary desires the faith which he does not
possess, and if some are in accord with him, they must leave the Latin
world, lest asg often a.é they preach these things, " 'Look for & stranger,'
the neighbors bawl back until they are hoarse, n8 Kot to bear out such
severe testimony against the Church, and in behalf of the customs and
encient corrupt practices, that clever and talkative }secretary, even a.t"ter
raking up evidence against the people, inserted into your missive: "The
king, established by God,9 provides, above all, for the peace of his
subjects, and to maintain it for the Church and for the people committed
to his care, he desires and demands that those privileges be glven him h
which were duly tendered to the kings before him.™ What was the effect of
this on the Church of France? "Yes," she said, "Let God and the words of
the Gospel help those by whom éund fdr whom they were writtem"' Perheps,

he does provide for the peace of all, but remotely. Because, at the moment

6 Ibids, pe 411
7 Policraticus 1.8; 8,12, 13: ed. Webb, 1,46; 2,309, 328

84 Hor., Epe 1lel7462
9 Becket Materials 5.4l2
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he upsets everything. Bishops say (or perhaps, to speak more acguratel y=—

10 But everyone, on the contrary,

11
cries out there is no peace, btut the most bitter bitterness of all, But

the bishop says) that there ism peace.

if he exacts only the custaus to which he is entitled, as your Demosthenesla
claims, surely he ought to have been satisfied with those which are not
contrary to divine law or soumd ethics, which do not degrade the priest-
hood or endanger souls, which do not destroy the freedom of Mother Church,
from whose hand he received the sword to protect her and ward off disaster
But in his promises everything is inconsistent, as proved by his. document,
which was condemmed by the authority of the venerable fathers and by the
denunciation of the Supreme Pontiff, This inconsistency, too, is verified
by -the constant disconte_nt of priests and peoplee And I fea.’r that even
the bishops will be forced to go counter to their writixiga and to recant
what they declaim, to vinﬁic‘ate a cause they now condemn, and to condemn
what they vindicate. The testimony, devised and frﬁmed in the name of all
of them, bears the seal of only three bishops——namely, that of the h
archisynagogus (ring-leader) of London, that of my superior and friend,
the Bishop of W:lnches’cer,]':5 whom I exonerate for the time being, and that
of a man equally proficient in learning and elogquence——the Bishop of

Hereforv.i,l“r a traditional schoolman but & novice bishope Their prestige

10 Jers 6e14

11 Ise 38.16

12 Gilbert Foliot, Bishop of London

13 Henry of Blois, Bishop of Winchester, 1129-1171

14 Robert de Melun, Bishop of Hereford, 1163-1167, famous philosopher,

and one of John's own teachers,
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vailed, if good Jjudgnent, awayed by the stanp of documentary ipsignia,

- woald not. guccund to the approwval pf~1ﬁjustice and 0 an avowal of evident
galsehoods The others, however, whose names are recorded in this affiw
'“ﬁt, are censured more kmuy,' because it is not easy to believe that so
seny ;aarned men would &ssenble, and that sb many devout men would Jointly
. eonspire in the misrepresentation of divine ani canon law for the de-
struction of the Church so that 1n1qﬁ1ty.mi@t thrive and wax sirong and
jﬁatice be thmttleds Butb all, as I undersi;:.nl it, favored that document ’
with their patronage. If they saw it béfore, it was most ignoble to be
involved in such rank mjuatiae; if they did not see if, it was most stupid
$0 add the weight of their suthority, with their own official seal, to
enother's kmavery, But why do I preldpg the discussion in & nﬁtter that is
- evident, when, of neéessity, thére are more things %0 be commented upon,

" For that -brier, although your partisans' efforts are now &t & standstill,
ie carried, even now, by our alert sympathizers to the Roman Pontiff, who
because of multiple rlapor.ta unlerstanis the charecter of the one you -
.jusﬁfy, and he will oasily diagaoae the sincerity with which this testi-
mony has been concocted, and what scheme your secretary planned, when
unable to./'b.o the Archbishop of Canterbury—a pesition he coveted but God / )
ruiga. otherwise—he was mde the archisynagogus i{n the Church of England
"b"y the assent, intriguse, and prestige of vthose who perseecuted Christ,.
Recently His MAjesty the King wrote to him through the person of Balph

of Diss,’® his Arohdescon, that he was intrusting himself, his kingdom

18 Archdeacon of Middlesex, and later Dean of London
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and the cass, mvolving him and the Church, ‘into his hands, singe he was
his mbst ‘.fa‘ithrnl friend and valn'aoat like a father, ymkewise, he ordered
his administrators to be serupulously obedient to him in all matters. If
any occasion presemts itself %o you, your Church, or the Lord Bishop of
erc,esterkthaqt you must call him to assembYy for yox.z.r om sakes anl for the
é’a.ke of the Church of God to warn the king who (&s he testified in his
impressive letter, which has already been promulgated throughout the
provinces and the kingdoms) "deems it & gra:im.s favor when mmedls %o
make m@p for his offences ‘against Gode" For who sins against his
neighbor, sins also against God; and he disgraces Christ the bridegroom,
whoever dishonors the Church, His bride. For they are one body, in fact,
ev‘en t.)ne spirit, anl what is more, they are by the conferring of grace, in
a certain sense, one God, while in a wondi'ous fellowship the things, whish
.are of the flesh by reason of primitive mature, it shares with G"Gd.' that
from Him it may receive the fullness of divine nature and by virtue of )
this special participation may superabundantly teem with the oil of *
gladness,” flowing in £411 measure from Him, I would call it primitive
nature that it might not be misconstrued as the deep-seated hadbit of sin,
according to which we are, by nature, all éhildren of‘rmth;m not

because we were created in it, but because we have fallen into it. Por,

as the Orator says, "Wont maketh a sort of second nature, from which it

-~

16 Becket Materials 5,412
17 Heb, 1.9
18 Bph, 23
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48 most aifficult to veer.™? Yet, I do not feel that the archisynagogus
- . ‘!

should be invited for this reason that I entertain & cherished hope that

gou could profit by his prestige, but that the light of truth might radiste

» : .2 ‘ ,
more, end in lying words, 0 which the Holy Ghost forbids through the.

prbphet..' no one will evormm"é trust. To ammmarize my opinion 'brieﬂy_s
either Holy Seripture, whieh camnot be brokem,?} is false ami deceitful,
aud the truth of Cod disappears of itself; or in their own enares will the
u.ujuat be éa.ught,za and whoever prepares &*pit for his 'brother, will fall
{nto it f:lrs:t.z5 L+ Ghrist. *Pis Thee I i{nvoke, to Thes I appeal, Thou
¥he art truth unfad ing, Who wnt in the final day of rookonmg. if cireum~

ata.nces warrant it, expeso the untruth- againut i‘hee, unleas with what

- judgment one judge, he will be Judgod.,_ani with wm.t meagure one metes,

it shall be measured to him a.gain'.‘% Verily it is the Sp:lrit of \mam

who says "that by what things s man sinneth, by the same allo he is
tomontod.. 25 Ga.:ln, the first nu.rderer, was nm.::cl.ored-'?'6 Pharaoh, atriving
to drown tho enamy, was himgelf drowned.;zv Adonibozech experienced thia‘
law of retaliati on;za - Cham, uhvno striving to impose slavery oﬁ others,

wes hméelf doomed to perpetual sarvitnﬁe;"”9 80 in every nation anl every

‘peried, if qne should glance over the history of the divine dispensation,

19 Cicero, De Inventione 1l.24 3, De Fins 5.25. 74
20 JDZ‘. Ted
21 Jehn 10.35

22 Prov, 1l.6
23 mea. 1003

24 BEYT. 7.2

25 Trlﬂ'om 11,17

26 Jes note to Letter 174, line 91
27 Bx, 15.4

28 'Jﬁ'dgs 1.6
29 ne Y25
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he will clearly realize that there is always & definite conforméty between
the crimé and the punishment fhereof. Even we experience what I mean.
Realizing our faults, we acknowledge adequate punishment, half expecting
but nof wishing that the next time the rod-of reproach will" be turned upon
our tomentors and upon our enemies., For we would prefer that they return |
as sons rather than be chastized as slaves, which lies in store for them,
For that eligue is not refomed exc.ept by p&ynical puniuhnient. Ezechiel

writes, and trus it iu, that the iniquity of the prophet is u that of the
% _

_one who consults hime U And from the face of the Lord the lying spirit

goes forth to be in the mouth ‘6f all the prophets of Achab and similar

kinga._m S0, too, the King of England, a&s say those who heard the ap-

pel‘latory decrees of the va.vmhiaymgo'gm, has bishops like unto himself,,, who

‘(au has been written of others) taught their tongues to speak lies, and

they have laboured t¢ commit iﬁquity.sz He allures others, anml others
sllure him %o destruction,  You can imagine what a ma‘;nmcent letter, how
catholic in tone and devout, he recently wrote to tizo uéhiama.tig Bishop of |
0010@9,53 taken from & rescript of that which is being sent to you, so
that everyone will clearly aeé how true is all this presumpiuous claptrap
about the in%égrity anmdl justice of your king, Latoly.. he also had Qome

visitors from the faction of kEis Lordship of llnnttorr&ts‘-—ponpons fakes——

’

$0 Bzech., 14,10

31 3 Kings 22,22; 2 Par, 18421

32 Jﬂro 95

33 Arohbiahop Rainold eof Oologne. of, Becket Materials 5.428

34 Marquis William of Montferrat whose Wife was aunt both to Frederiock
Barbarossa and Leopold of Austria, Montferrst was an important fief

in the kingiem of Italy.




| pamely, the Abbot of Qluseaas and the Bishop-eleect of Ivro&,sﬁ; requesting -
one of tﬂhe King's d.&nghtei-s for the son of the marquia',m and most resow~
lutely préx'niaing"i.n retur that they will have the Archbishop ef c&nterbmi#
deposed, if they can bave the daughter they desi re.se The king, with this ?‘z'
in view, bade his agents go along with theg——-namely, thn Mn,ss Rn.lph
of Tameworth, amd John of Oxford, ‘against whom & decree of deposition 1
from deanery was issued, confirmed by a.ut,ho*rity from the Supreme Pontiff -
snd by reucript.‘e The re-cript‘u is, in fact, in the possessien of the"
Archbishop, Primste of Englé.nd. and Lega;te Apostolie, \;hoae deoree aimed
sgainst the vamlals of the Ghurch of danterbury snd against the king's
cou.nsellofa,l His Holine‘s;s the Pope ratified and confimed, even ,erd(gﬂn‘g
1ts observance by the bishops in England and on the qontinont. For he
‘wasg emloied with the ofﬁoo"z of apostol‘ié ;egate, and was constituted
the pPrimate of all England. He wrote regarding this n;tter to London and

to 811 of you, and I believe that Lonlon has alresdy received the letter -

35 Benedict, Abbot of Cluses, in Pancigny :

36 Germanus, Biahop of Ivrea (Italy) 1158-1179

37 Conrad

38 Either Eleanor or Jane. or the three daughters of Henry aul Eleanor,
WMtlilda married Duke Henry of Saxony in 1168; Rlsésnor married Xing
Alphonse of Castile in 1169, and Jane, King William II ef Siscily.

29 Archdeacon of Bath, and later Archbishep of Publin, 1182-1212, For
and account of John and the embassy c¢f. Somerset Ea-a.yl, De 90, by
J. Ammitage Bobinson

40 Becket Materials 5,375 The sentence of deposition was confirmed
Yy Pope AKlexander on June 8, 1166 . '

41 Por this letter cf. Becket Materials 5.392

42 The letter was dated April 24, 1166. c¢f. Becket Materials 5,328

45 The sentence was announced to Foliot at St, Paul's on June 30, 1166,
Cf, Becket Materials 5,417; but of. Norgate (England under the Angevin
nngs, 2.68) who arguee that the date was January uary 25, 1167
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relative to the appointment of a legate, aml he will bring it to.,you.r
attenﬁion; Furthemore, the aforement ioned archbishop and legate by
apostolic appointment has excommunicated and has ordered the excommunica-
tion of all those who stand guard at the ports bto prevent admittance to
anyone ,boum. for the threshold of the Apostdles out of mere devotion, or to
anyone vishiné to appeal to or héving been summoned to the pope or his duly
appointed substitute, He even enjoined upon all the bishops to hé.vé this
condemmat fon pmmulgated throughount thé ir ditceset. Although he attached
no importance to the bishopa' pronouncement against him, yet thoae' who
thought it carried some weighte-as, the king, the bishops, and th§
noble.;-—n;aking flesh their &m,“ deaned it sdvisable to leave everything -

belonging to the archbishop intact, ’beqause no change should be mada,‘s

while the appesl is pending. But later, by exder of the king, '1111&,46
the chaplain, and other clerics (to say nothing of the laymen) were appre-
hended a;:d treated atroeiously, ihile the church property »wa.e H confiscated,
Thenk the Archbishop c).enm:.nced."'7 even the king to His Holiness the Pope, -
charging him with having infringed upon the canons and with having incur‘red.
excommunidation by his deed, unless, perchance, the Apostolic See should
cons ider ecolesiastical laws cﬁmparable %o eivil laws, wiich, according
%o Ana.cnarsia; the Seythian,%8 are likened to spider webs: they hold the

:1'y captive, but larger winged prey they let loose. His Holiness, however,

&

44 Jor, 17.5 ‘

45 Justinian, Digeat 49,7
46 William de Ver, Archbishop Thomas' chaplain

47 Por this letter of. Bocket Materials 6.47

48 Val, Max. 7.2, ext. l4; of, Plutarch, "Solon" 5
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h;d prescrfbed.q’g that the Archbishops of Bourges,° of Ronen, 51{6; Pours, 5%
“of Boﬁmﬁo55 and of York'* observe, and in their pmvinces insist on the
observance of the condemnation passed by the Arch’bishop of Ca.nterbnry,
| 1egete of the Apostolic See, ageinst the vandals of the Ghurch of Canterbury
‘apd their accoxhplices. Yet, he appenied to $hat 1e"t1:or55 ﬂut he wae not
gssuing an order for the excommunication of the king persomally, mor did he
forbid it, because he ought not deprive him nlf his authority,. eépecially -
pince the king mpeatedlf overtaxed the endurance of the church'.i Bven under|
pain of excommunication he ordered thet all who, by the king's command,
scquired the revenue &nd property of the archbishopts clerks; should make
’full reatoratioh of everything to those who were robbed, for & king ongaéod
" in pirecy ocan concede such right to no one. I used presanro cnoughb to
prevent the Archbishep of Canterbury from issuing that decree, but the
suggest ion of the others prevailed. They urged him o0 make use of the
rights and the privilege ﬁestowod upon him, while the pope was still living
end especislly since the king's .ﬁeroenéal and bratality iékea his pa.tisn:o
;.11 the more, for it was a kndm fact that the king looked forward to the
pope's deaths On the other hand, {f these mandates should come to youn, you
;houid fear no denger becsuse of the transfer of those things which are

taken from us and deposited with you; beczuse whatever will happen to our

49 Por this letter of, Beckei Materisls 5,352

50 Pierre de la Chastre, Archbishop of Bourges, 1141-1171
51 Rotrou de Beaumont, Archbishop of Rouen, 1165-1183

62 Jedoo, Archbishop of Tours, 1157-1173 .
53 Bertrand du Montaalt, Archbishop of Bordesux, 1162-1173
54 Roger de Pont 1'Eveque, Arohbishop of !o:t. 1164~1181

55 Becket Materials 5.316-518. 543
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possessions according te your good pleasure, wé shall deem it acgeptable
and provi&oﬂial. Retaining my personal belongingi and rights, I consider
the loss of the chattel of little consequence, &5 it may be of use to you.
We have pleaded your inhocenc.e before His Lordship of Canterbury, amd it

is satisfactorily established, so you need flot worry about anyone forcing
& contrary issae. He,apprehexﬁs and trembles at the dangers that are
yours, and prefors that you, in the company :f the others, rejoice in the
i.ord rather than be néod.lessly and shamefully crushed by the world,
Consider both sides, Reflect on his advice and ours and comply with

the better—=that is, 1£ 1tka'hou1d become manifest to you; which would be
more pleasing to Gods But if that, too, 18 indefinite or vague, faith |
must bé followed, becsuse what L8 not of faith is a;n.se He‘senda,yan,. \
therefore, by apostolic authority a summons, binding by virtue of obedience
end of Jjeopardy te your rank, te appear before him within forty days from
recaipt of seme, setting aside every other engagement and pontpananent.
There you will hear the decision eof His Eoli.neas the Pope, and will diae:u
the needs of the Churohs But you will, of course, use this mandate, if
you should deem it expedient; 4f not, you may, with thie‘cons'ent of the
one issuing &%, disregard the mandate., For we have not ba.itad‘ a trap for
you, a8 others mave for one of their owmn by their careless attention, 3Iut

we entrusted the letter to a messenger to forward it te Master Ba.l»..dctfin,ﬁ?

56 Bom, 14.23
57 Arohdeacon of Totnes: later successively Abbot ef Ford, Bishop of

Worcegter, Archbishop of Canterbury
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'\ theruo_hd_eacon, or to Rl.)‘nerti,ﬁ"8 Giles' gon and my brother, and 1'.!’ you
ghould care to obtain or peruse the l-et.ter later, let it be as you ;viah.
But be assured that, unless the kivng surrenders William; the chaplain,
' @ gentence of excommunication will be 1ssu§d against hims HNor will he

nenceforth receive any consideration at all*: if he should presume to

attempt any such thingse

58 John's half-brother




John % Archbishop Thomes Becket .

SUMMARYs John advises Thomas to summon same of his suffragans from
England for & conference on the condition of the Church, and
relates the news of the siege of Fougeres. From events narrated
in the letter it {s evident that it was written near the end of
July, 1166, _

Although it is obvious that bishopa, 1;1'clined tb disobedience and
shepherds feeding thamselvel,l motivated by love of ease and comfort, and
the fear of losing their temporal goods, ﬁro‘irreligious and in wicked
spirit decl ine to admit their lack of faith;z although at every trans-
gression of thev law and every encroachment upen the chtzlroh, they exelaim,
"Bravo} ZBJ.'t.wx"5 and in other respects they harbor a design of shielding
themselves, mﬂer guisge o,f an appeal they display, against all your deorees
and even against apostolic prescriptions, in so far as they annoy them,
nevertheleas, ag attested in the case of you.f own auffragans, I think you
shou.lci call some of them, if possible, to hear the demamds of the pdpo. to
confer with yén on the state of the Church in Canterbury, or for any othe}
reason you might deem more appropriate. For, since they might have already
made their a.ppaa.l.4 which has, pe rhaps, now already been brought to the
attention of His Holiness, and since they may show allegiance to their king ,
in al) matters, regardless, ‘I d0 not see why you should shun a discussion

with them, or even with the king. For I believe that for fear of the labor

1 Eseche 34.2, 8

2 isid.’ 33.

3 Ps. 34.21, 25; 34,16; 69.4; Bzech. 25,3

4 After the censures of Vezelay on June 12, 1166, Henry had ord.ered
the bishops of England to appeal to the Pope, and in June they mel
in London and decided to hold a council eof all the bishops and a&bbots at |
Northampton on July 6; here they decided to appeal to the Pope. ,
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and expenae antailed, the :lmminent dengers involved, and the uncgrtain
outcome of the isaue, they will devote themselves more energetically for
the peace and reconciliation of the Church, because everyone of them, in
my opinion, is loathe to -und.ergo. the ordeal. of so many irksane.discomforts.
And if the;}r should cross the channel, peaca‘ﬁay again be restored to the
Church, perhai:;s, by the mediation of the nnpress,5 or with God*s help,
your case will be leﬁ in &.better posit.tan“ For, as they say, “the time

is at hand whsn‘ the Eagle of the broken pact, according to the prophecy

of Me:r:l.’m,6 will gild the bridle which is given to its boar or is now being
made in the heart of Britain. Because, as I learned for certain after I
had written the letter, in the campaign of the Fougeres faction' he
suffered a2 severe blow, which is deplored even to this day by the French
sympat'h:lzers in our midst, some of whom have been apprehended and others
wounded, while in their thirst for filthy luere, they strove to appear
animated above all the others. I had heard this once before in the pa.lacﬁ::
of most devout King of the Freneh, when &t Laon -I‘had been nobly and
respectfully entsrteined by him. But not readily do I put my tMt in
newsmongers, although some credence might be given to the fact that Count

v [l

5 Matilda, the mother of Henry II

6 Geoffrey of Monmouth, Hist, Beﬁ. Brite 7.3: "apri igitur dentibus
accinctus cacumina montium transcendet....Dabitur maxillis eius
fraenum, gquod in Amorico sinu fabricabitur., Deaurabit illud aquila
rupti foederis, et tertia nidificatione gaudebit.®

7 In the summer of 1166 Henry conducted & campaign against Ralf of
Fougeres and other discontented Breton barons. Cf. R. Diceto (stubba)
1.329, On June 28, Henry was near Fougeres. ¢f, Becket mteriala B.421,
and on.Ju.ly 13«14 he wa2 besieging Fougeres itself. Cf. Eyton, Itin. Hen,
II, 2.96. The revoll was finally crushed with the capture of Ralf and

Hugh of chester at Dol on Auguat 26, 1173. Cf., Norgate, The é_néeﬂ.n KX
2,148




: a8,

Bobert’ had been umable to conceal the snxiety he felt, It is eyen
asserted that the‘ hungry besiege the gluttonous; amd the xieedy attack
those who have their fill of all possessions, and that the position of
those beset is more secure than that of the aggressor, ]im.l.ph,,9 a8 they
remonstrate, for example, reinforced his £af't moat effectively, amd laid
waste whatever provisions he found round &bout. Nor may one without
abundant supplies proceed to the;more remote‘p&rts t0 seek subsia%énce,
because the aforement ioned Balph had & group of most select troops, |
hindered their inresds with most sunoying barriers, and with spurs he
goaded their horses to throw their riderse Against their troops, théy 88y, |
he s'ki'mished frequently. A ’J.‘he}f add that he was allied by mutual p&of with |
| thg'}nast'ponrml nobles of Brittany excepting Count Eudo.m Should it
not have been possible to cheek and reatrain this ex_oéptionally wiid 'boa.rn
‘o.r what is Athe next thing to one, who feeds and tramples upon the vineyard

N

of the Lordé I interpret that prophecy in this way, of course, we.iting ”
for the eagle to gild those adversities with soms kind of adormment; unless,
perchance, our ilexsrier, 1z who is related to Merlin and is & more far-

aigﬁted divinef of his oracles, should hold some other opinion, So much

for this, As for the rest, you would do me & great favor if you extend my

8 Count Robert of Dreux, brother of Louls VII
9 Ralf of Fougeres A
10 Of Porholt
11-Pas, 79.14
‘12 Rlexander the Welshmen. Cf, Herbert Bosham's "Catalogus Eruditorum,”
Becket Materials 3,528 Lo f .

-
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pest wishes to His Londship of Lyons, who I underatand is livieg with'

you.u' I am very aﬁxims to aeé hime I woﬁlé likewise be grateful to

you, if you should write me in detail abint all that goes on about youe

3

4

13 Guiochard, Arohbishop of Lyens, 1166-1180, formerly Abbot of
Pontigny :

14 I,e, Pontigny, where Thomas was living with the Cistercians;
Guichard was unable to take possession of his see until Novenber
11, 1157, cf. letter‘%l’ line 128,
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178 John to uohbiahop_ !hm Becket

P

SUMMARY:  John writes his opinion of the letter whioh the English clergy
had sent to Archbishop Thomas and advises Thomas how to deal
with the bishopss He addas that there can be tut little hope of
help from the Fremch king and the Roman ouri&. The letter may
be placed in the latter part of July, 1166, for the bishops had
appealed against their archbishop at a meeting held at Northamp-
ton .Tuly 6o

‘ 1
- I re-read nore carefully the letter sent you recently dy your brothers
and colleagues in the apiscemoy. They addressed it as sons 6! the Church
of Canterbury, writing to comfort their father after the long and weary
exile imposed upon you and yoar household, and to relieve the tension in
the Churehs From & ca.reful stmly of the letter I am quite convinced that
it had been composed by the counsel of an A.ohitophol. having perhaps
retumed from hell to destroy tho faithful, and through the instrumentality
3 '
of a Doegs; who still thirsts for the blood of priests, still pursues and
persecutes the seul of Christ, living in the faith and charity of His elect.|.
- For they twist everything ﬁx such & way that it is evident to anyone, even
il
an imbecile, that the sentiments of the letter are far from popular opinion
and even farther from the truth, For all this flattery anml ecolerful peainting
geek to jﬁstify, under pretext of appeal, the destruction of Nobe, the city
of priests (which means barking and signifies the careful watchfulness of

4
the shepherds of the Church} 8o that after this conspiracy of theirs no

For thia letter of the clergy ofy Becket Materials 5,408
15, i6, 17

Jerame De Nominitus Hebraeorum, Migne, 23.798




1
one in the Lord?s flock might dare to be watchful and repulse thg fury of
approaohi;!g"ﬂlf‘és by his preaching, Solomon says in the proverbs that
mBetter i8 the end of a speech than the beginning."s But actually the end
of this one is worse then the beginning, Indeed, at the oubset they tender
‘you their good wishes and promise .'y"ou obedidmce and do it sincerely, 8o
that contrary to God's commandment they dolz_aot ‘spea.k €ood with their
neighbor and evil is in their heart;® but immedistely sfter they weave
such unpleasant but (Thank Godl) untrue ta.lo:, which the pirates! prisoner
has been forced "to haé’sen %0 with his neck Bticking orit."" With %haeo
they condone the”cause of the rogae, calling good evil s.ni evil good,s
and then by way of a conclusion, they seem to make the inference that
"One who opposes Caesar is guilty of dqn-th."g Did not Judas, the traitor,
jrefigured by Achitophel, leave an example ét tieacheroiw parricide tb the
Jews who took part in the death of Christ and, likewise, to eur own scribes
and Pharisees? Did he not with humble greeting thus appi-oach Christ,

honoring the Lord and Mmater, saying, "Hail B&bbl”m t0 the One Whom he

e

betrayed by a word and a kiss? And thereupon with the swords and cluban

of the soldiers, on which they relied, when the disciples pad fled and
were dispersed, Judas dragged Him to the chief priests that He might there

be accused and convicted by false witnesses that Christ abrogated the laws
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36,
of their fatheras and forefathers, opposed the laws of Caesar, begause He

taught that worship must be rendered to God without defereme to Caesar, ”

and that He appeared guilty of sacrilege because He spoke, railed, and even

fought against iniquity, For they say (but. with what sort of conscience

God will discern and pass judgment), "we do*wot claim that His Majesty has
never committed any treansgressions, 'b\;.'b we confidently assert and state that
he is always preparéd to make mends:ls Is imt their face that of a harlot,
harder than stmau when they insist nnblﬁshingly and even with confidence
(as they say) on the innocence of & man, whose malicious knavery is known,
proclaimed, and hated by the Christian world? He was summoned, it s said,
by the Bishop of I.omlma15 and the Bishop of Eeréfo:&,ls to whom he made the
pledge of renerlizg adequate justice (as they 'claim).‘ Is not the Bishop of
London the one who first dismpto& the unity of the'Ghui'ch in mglé.nd? '
Everyone i3 aware of that, And allured by the ambition of becoming the
archbishop, which very many suspeoted, was he not the prime instigator .
and the ons who threw fuel on these fires of diacézﬁ? Does not the very
style prove that Achitophel and Doeg, with whose spirit he was imbued,
formilated this lebter, after he hed inserted what was prompted by his
gpirit? And.-from our knowled.gé of the situation his spirit is evidently .

not inferior to either one of them in such matters. For even his language

17 '
betrays hime Nor do I give hsed to the liea which he dared disseminate

12 Mmtte 22,21

13 Bécket Materfals Ge4ll

14 JoTe B3

15 GITbert Foliot, Bishop of London, 1163~1188

16 Robert de Melun, Bishop of Hereford, 1163-1167

17 Matt, 26478




3%
regarding your advancement, for I was present: I heard and detqeted them,
He was the only ons who was not pleased with the news of your election,
because before all else (as is and may be proved from manifold testimony)
he aspired for your placé; though not for long did he dare grumble, since
the others chided him for his ambition and Rrroganmce, Whatever his
~ intention might have been, ',on whose conscience may God Wl Judgment, very
conspicuous was he among the electprs, and :ftér the final ballot he
applauded more than almost everyone else., What may I éay about the Bishop
of Hereford, except that at ome time "the mere shadow of not too mighty
nsme he s'tooaa.."]'8 "before his real woi'th ‘was recogiized.' But now under
guise of his personality, because he is 1ooked upon &8 & learned man by
those who are 1gmrmt of the maaning of 1earn1ng or know not the man, the
rogues hope %0 gloss over their om evil desigm, so that whatever this
savant and v§nemb1e bishop approves mighﬁ seem justifiable. Therefore,

\

$0 answer both of them or to assent to their opinion is equiva.le'nt to.
’ ol

conforming to the viewpoint of the Bishop of Londen, as if ablding by the
decision of Caesar and Bibulus, TYou reimmbér/tha words of the Moral

Philosopher; -
~ In Ceesar's year, not Bibulus!) an act
»  took place of late;
For naught do } remember done in Bibulus*
ean_mla.te. ‘ .

But with what effrontery they spoke, and that their words might not go to

18 Lucan, Phar., 10138
19 Suetonius, "Caesar" 20

-
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the ¥ind, and even wrote what was known to everyone to be manifestly untrue
tmt the icing, whom everyons understande to be most impulsive, "was quite
gatisfied when censured, and even deemed it a gracious favor, when ad-
monished to make amends for any offence he might have committed agémst
codt "< "Might have committed," they say, #s if there were any doubt about
the transgressions &éa.inst' God c;ommit'bed by a man, who attacks the freedom
of the Church, puts his amestrali perversities before the Goapel of chﬁat
and fhe commendations of the fathers and (n;s to mention you and the clerks
whom he banished anjustly) whe, not by rathless legislation but by his
frenzy, sent into ea_:ile ymmg women, infants in their cradle, and harmless
individuals devoid of all comforts; who enkindled and fanned anew the fury
of & schism, at this time llmost; domant, anl having revived a tempest,
which tad for the most part already subsided, he floundered the apostolic
ahip with Christ, as gar as it was in his power, and even now persists in
,-doing 8os What, I ask, do they consider oriminal, who point with pride to
the guiltlessness in this case? Or what need of proof for these thmga,‘
of which the world is well a'aré, which the Church in her ordeals and
afflictions suffers tmrezgittingly—, which from our routine experience of
this gtate of affairs 1; clearer than day? But if "fo be censured he
congsiders as & gracious fa.vo'r," it is evidemt that fhey are more trescher-
‘ous, who pligizting body and soul to His Majeéty's gervice, allow him %o

atmy.so grossly from his course. Surely there/ is fulfilled in them this

20 Becke) Materinls 5,412
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day that \fore‘bodi.ng sa ying: "Th;j prophets, 0 Israel, were like foxes in
the deserts;"zl For those who hold the plaoe'of the prophets in the
Church are constructing innumerable smares of their own deceit for the
destruction of that Church, FPirst thej despatch their honeyed phrases
regard ing your health, professing their loygl fealty, ﬁmmising aaéistarpe ‘
‘and consmeration,’ so that through these meshes of sophistry and misuse

of legal phrases for circumvénting the law t}aey may finally conclude, "He
is guilty of death, ormncify, cracify him, amd do not save this one for us
but Barabbast"?? Lol How solfcitous they are for their Father's welfare!
With what religlous devotion they pledge the fealty due Him§ With what
anxiety they yearn for fhe restoration of peace between priest and
principalityt That all these angles have been frequently mentioned to you
end to everyone acquainted with the cause amd tl'le story of our banishment;
I do not dou.'bt‘; but reflecting upon the enormity of their faithlessnese‘
and trickery, of their effrontery and duplicity, really I could restrain =
neither my impulse nor my pen, For even | |

Though na.turgssay me nay, indignatfion will prompt
my verse

against the craftiness and boldness of those, whose
all vice is at 1its aomem

80 that one can add or conceive of hardly anything to augment their

21 Bgech. 13.4
22 Tuke 23.21

23 Juvenal 1,79
24 Ibide, 16149




‘ 40.
: ,,trécity, however cunning and adept posterity has been in devisiég new
‘methods of perpetrating evil, But why tarry on this subject? Let God
give them theii' just due, &nd surely, He will repay in full me&éure thoae
who perpetrate or espouse such an outmée, unless truth itself changes
into fs.lsehood (which is mpossible]. But»,*n.s it seemed to me, you very .

26

discreetly a.n:l very el egantly replied. to their letter amd to their

malicious designs, and with very forceful arguments you broke down, as you
would & "cob-wel‘a, the énxmi.ng logic which th:y had long schemed and evolveds |
And although a letter, which deals only with ‘euontie.lé, be w_qll developed,
yet one pdint, which is both true and well known, I would wish to impress
more particularly upon you=-=nsmely, that you make it clear that the
patience you exercised in silence all this time and fhe great precautions
you took to attain peace were rejected. Ever so0 often in deep humility
you invited the king by corresprondence and by the popets legates, or by
your own emmissariese Or you made use of his own mo’chér, -who hhou.lﬁwhqu
been trusted, or the bishops on the continent or those in Englami, the -
Knights of Templars and the Knights Hosﬁitaller; you even tried it fhrouga
the instrume;ltality of the king and the nobility of Fi‘a.nce, ta-nd. £inally,
you went in person to confer with him—ani &ll to no avails Furthermore,
ainée your bishops write and confidently assert that he "is prepared to

render complete justice and to make due satisfaction, anci is even willing‘

25 For the archbishop's letter of, Becket Materials 5.490; a.lso,
4:59 anml 478

-
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to do more, if it be Jaetmsxmxry,""‘."6 it seems advisable to me aml jo some
other frj:g‘nd of yours that arou.“summon the bishops, both the ones who
personally signed the letter and the Bishop of Salisbury,*’ whe cemplains

28 who is the

of an unjustified suspe‘nsienv;.k anl the Bishop of Worcester,
first product of your epis'copal activity, a84 also any others whose presence
you might deem useful, and then verify the truth of their testimony, 6!
their claims, and of their writinga. But ii t'hey are summoned by d rtue

of obedience, perhaps they will ﬁet appear; although no appqlli ever
sanctions disobediences But your case will be more evident, if their
decelit and malic ious designs should be uncovered, ﬁevertheleas, I do not
think that all the bishops, just as not all the pastors lawfully establish
ed in the dloceses and incluied in the, fictitious prefa.ec,ag assented to
this atrocity, since it is certain or at least seems to be probable that

in so vast a Church there are found eighteen bishoprics or at least those
ten, in cénsid.er&tion for whom Go4d, ‘for the time being, shows merey to .
thi§ island, that it might not be utterly annihilated like its sj.aters,so
whose loose morality and irreligion it imitates. For even though some
quite rightly might keep silent), and for soine particular reasen disguise

their true imtent ions, yet, I believe that some of the bishops and many

26 Becket Materials 5,412
27 Jocelin de Balliol, 1142-11684 .
28 Roger Fits, Count Bishop of Worcester, 1164-1179, He was the first
: bishop .conseorated by Archbishop thomase Cf, . Becket Materials 3.259
29 Venerabili patri et domine Thomae, Dec gratia . cantuariensi
archiepiscopo, suffragenei eiusdem esclesiae episcopi, et personae
per eorundem dioceses locis variis constitutae, debitam subieotionem
et obed ientiam,
30 Sodom and Gomorrha, of, Gen, 18-19

——————
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| of the pastors, in the sinmcerity of faith ani thelr belief in gogd works,

pope and wait for the kingdem of God. For example, Joseph was found

51 Lot remained ri@toou in sua,sz

33

gaithful in the house of Pharaoh,
Chusali jm.s ugefully employed in the schemes of Absalem,  Daniel virtuously
ruled in I!tsﬂ):}].«'an,m"r and Abdias in u.nionk wit® Achad and Jesabel concealed
with anguish what he could no::’c-cha.ngeo55 The prophets of the Lord hidden
in caves he supplied with healthful nourisin;ent, anl merited tize neroj of
.God. and the grace of prophecj because of his extensive patience, Hence,

it the ch&oiss between us and o.u.r'cou.ntry-"shoula permit it, I consider it
sdvantageous for you to senml this letter of yours to the individual bishops|]
and to the larger chu.rchea 80 that you might strengthen the faith of'tho
wavering anl stimulate the good-will of everyone. Even repeatedly with
messages in the spirit of gentlénoas anml compassion you may induce indi-
vidual bishops te & chenge of heart and mindfulness of their position.
ind in everything be careful that nothing on your part may offer any
semblanse of arrogame or despotism. Regarding this laster point, I
learned from those who claim -they know the Bishop of Hereford more inti- :
| mately fh’a.t duribg his student dayt‘”’? he was & glutton for praise and that
he loved glory as much as he seamed ‘to desplise wealth, Hence, it is theixﬁ ‘

opinion that nothing could influence him more than having the school

31 Gen. 39

32 Toid., 19

33 2 Kings 15-17

34 Den. 5

35 i Kings 18

36 luke 16426

37 Metaloge 2410 ed. Wedd, pp. 78-79
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| pasters and the religious, suchas the Prior of St. Viétorss andy other
scquaintances he bad in Prame, write to him. In this way they might
prompt aml stir up the létnargy'of the one tﬁey‘thought would redeem
Isrza.el,39 80 that now he might prove himself to be the klnﬁ of bishop he
yas wont to imagine himself in his school dliys, and that casting aside the
vices he reprimands in others, he might regaiﬁ the reputation he had lost,
The same advice holds true for the Bishop al; Worcester, Yet, I do not
place much stock in.them or in the King of France, for as with other mat-
ters meﬁtioned in confidence, when it came to the poinf of greatest
importance, I preaumed %00 mnehe Nor do I have much confidence in the
Church at Bbﬁo, of whose hgbita aq&-requiremsnta we are aware. Surely, His
Holiness is a aaintly and conscientious men, and has as his imitator His
Lordship'Albert,‘O as we are told by meny; but so numeroxs and dire are
hisvobligations and so sordid the greed and laxity of the Romans, that at
times he mekes use of the freedpm of his authority to concede by dispensi:
tion what is éonsidgrgd;expedient for the state, even though it might be
_dia&dvantageous to religion. Therefore, I am wary adbout waiting for the
day of the appeal, @nd when it does come,”I fear that those who love bribes
will not runafter reuazﬁs¢41’ For I am considering the short span of time

and comparing our resairces with théirs. As far as we ire concerned, the

38 Richa.rd, For his letter to the bishop cf. Rerum Gall. et Franc,
SS. 16,264

39 I.nke 24421

40 Cardinal of St, Laurence in Lucina, afterwards Pope Gregory VIII,
1187 . .

41 Is, 1,23
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enemies of Christ and the Church have decided to amite us and bary us
with our spoils; as far as they are concerned, 1f for the time being vexa~

42 perhaps because of the

tion be giveﬁ .than for their considemtion_.
trouble and expense entailed, they will be more inclined to renew peace
between themsel ves and us, For wint 1ncreef§es thelr {re and effrontery
~is the fact 'the.‘b while we are working ainé.e_hamm they continue to loll 4
in the lap of luxurj anl ease, And. sincé 'i lack humm assistance, let
us strain every nerve to seek reﬁge in God that He might ward off from us
the evils whi‘oh beset and threaten us, and that His trﬁth might compass.

us with the shield of ita mercy.%®

42 Ibid,, 28,19
43 Pas 9045
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179 John %o Archbishop Thomas Becket .

SUMMARY: In response to Thomasa' appeal for counsel John advises him not
to invoke ecclesiastical censures ageinst Henry and his realm,
i to work for a reconcilation through the Empress Matilde and
the bishops of Nomandy., He also advises the archbishop how
totreat with the English bishops who had appealed against him
to Bome, The letter was written late in July, for the bishops
had appealed on July 6 and John Promises to visit Thomas at
Pontigny after the first of August, 1166,

John of Saliabury to Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury, Health and
Strength in Him who bringeth to nought tﬁe deunsels of ml.ts.om:,1 quasheth
the ventures of the wicked, and overthroweth the powerss

A short time ago I received your fatherly letter, in which you urge

: 2
me to send back to you my opinion, after examining the letiera of the
3 4 '
Bishop of Salisbury, of John of Oxford, of Mmster Horvey,s and of Lord
e ) . . . .

Nicholase  The messenger, however, handed me neither John's nor Hervey's
~letter, which I am most anxious to see, but it is easy enoﬁgh to gl.th’erﬁ
~John's attitude from your letter amd from that of the Bishop of Salisbury
and his chapter.v But what was {ndicated to you by the bi&hop-eloét of

chnrtreas I do not know, because in his letter néthing more is mentioned

1 Ps. 32,10 : '

2 For the letters of Bishop Jocelin of Salisbury anl Nicholas ct-
Becket Materials 5.413, 418

S Jocelin de Ballliol, 1142-1184

4 Dean of Salisbury amd later Bishop of Norwich, 1176-1200

5 A cleric of Becket, He acted as & messenger for Becket and died whilo
on a mission to the papal court, but the date is unknowne

6 Guest master of the monastery of Mont St. Jacques, near Rouen

7 For the Chapter's letter of, Becket Materials 5.416

8 William of Chsmpagne, Bishop Of Chartres, 1186-1176, Archbishop of

'~ Sens, 1168~1176 am Archbishop of Rheims, 1176-1208, John succeeded
him as.Bishop of Chartres, 1176~1180, :
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than thet you have confidence in Vincent. Therefore, I lack, in my
understa;xding of the situation, facts which I desire most ard which are
most worth knowing——=namely, how your transaction tumed out with Master
Hervey, and what assiatancg wni be offered us by the Apostolic See, for
whose sake vfe are undergeing these afflict¥ons. For, acecording to that
will it be necessary to pattern the security of our plan,s that acooré.ing
to the parab109 in th.'Gospalb, whoever 1ntefds to tuild a tower, first
sits down anl mekes a reckoning, and if he is about to enter war with a‘
king sums up ‘the number of troops at his disposal, lest the hasty a-nd
thoughtless grandeur of their magnificent enterprise and pomp make them &
langhing stock and subject them to disgrace ami bmkr@foy. Nor would I
say thﬁ because I am of the .opinion that the Church of Rome will urvd
as -the 1}111&1' of our hopé; on the. contrary, He alone is the pillar, upon
Whom even the Church is eata'ﬁl'ished, end in Whom every ehdoa.vor which is
faitlifull’y roéted blossams inte fruit and culminates in glory. Let Him*
be the uupporé of our conscience, ani man ;till not overwhelm us; \nor need
we fear the threa?:s of oppressors, the snares of_ those wise acsording to
the flesh, the:perf.idy of traitors, the vacillation of a juidge, the
avarice aml-.inconstancy of those who in,everything belong to them seek

the things of the flesh not the things of cnmt.m Por, as the Soripture

most faithfully teach us "The nesme of the Lord is & strong tower; the just

9§ Lake 14.28
10 PRiii, 2.21
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g¢rusts in 1%, amd 1s delivered from every &nguish."ll Thereforgq, since

| ~you requést counsel from me, insignificant though i"oe. I give you now the
game advice &s eﬁr: th&t we place our hope, wholly and entirely, upon Him,
£ | Who cen deliver us from the "trq.:.ﬁles which have found us e:meedi.ngly."l2
| As He rightfully em® mercifully wishes, acc‘bnnng to the admonition of
Aggeus, let us "sef our hearts to consider our ways,"la and bringing forth
fruit worthy of pemm::e,mr let us in jJoy tafe & drip]_: of this salutary
bitterness from the Hand of’the Lord, Whose bounty we have abused and have
so often to our own destruction delighted in the dea.dl& sweetness of the
prosperous. For this is & gmce]'s:from One, Who thus knows how to sanctify
His friends, that after they have been tested by numerous tribulstions, He
leads them into the Kingdom,le more purified, more glorious, ami moro.
strengthened., Should we glance through the course of all ages, who of the
elect, from the beginning, do we‘find flitted about from one pleasure to
enother? Who, do we read, basked i{n the sunshine of the world and g;m'bo}‘_ed |
about freely in it and now glories in the fullness of fruit emd reigns with
Christ? When the spirit has in this way been aggravated by penance,
strengthened by patience, mellowed and 11fted up by hope amd preyer, ,'I
believe that.nothing is more adv:la&ble, accord ing to the way the gituation

- standg, than to follow the suggestion of Nicholas, who, I am confident, has

11 Prov, 18.10

12 Pa, 45.2

13 Aggeus 1.5

14 mtt. 3.8; Luke 3.8
15 T Peter 2. 19

16 Acts 14.21
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18,&:1(1 to
L

| the spirit of God, Write to the Bupress,l’ to the srchbishop,
the bishéﬁa of Normandy, telling them that you always had been and are
ready to relax the canon law regarding c'ensu.res, to return to your see,
and to retrieve your poaaessioqs a.ndk those of your clerks, provided that
gafety be assured you amd them end thet the*Church be put back in the ssme
state of freedom She had before the stomm of this atrocity shook it. I
foel that you must use all the more moderation in writing anmd {n dcn&nding
your terms, a8 I'&m convinced the minis of ttxe adversaries of the Church
have been 80 rerdened that they will admit of. absolufceiy no terms except
those which would spell destruction for the freedom of the Church and the
degradat ion of your reputetion amd that of all) of us. Yet, the letter
will be valuable to &ou in this way, that it may serve as testimony for
you against the bishops who malign you and your lenient moa-u.:t'eal9 will
be broadecast to everyone, which is most helpful to our cause. If the.y
present this letter to the king——TI hope not—and he consents to all the
terms, even to the clause assuring our safety, I hardly think you ~sheu.ld‘
rely too much on his word, unless ‘the Emnp ress &hd the Archbishop intervene
and the kving, by public pronouncement and open letfer, orders your protec-
tion and thaf of the clerkse For what if God has decided to trouble you
with this anxiety of living in the midst of caitiffs and of being

oppréssed by those who seek your life to take it a.way?ao Did not the

17 Matilda -

18 Retrou de Beaumont, Archbishop of Rouen, 1165-1183
19 Phili, 4.5 .

20 g :I_i_ng 19,10, 14
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prophet G&d,m for like reason, admonish David to return when he fled

gram the tace of 32ul? Did he not direct him to Juda that the snares of
pis enemies might avail liim in the practice of vii‘tu.e, and that.the traits
of his excellence might thus sh;ne forth more resplemdently? But, perhaps,
,;omeone will frown upon the rashness of thi¥ counsel, eiposing, ag it does,
your head to the sword of your enemy. Perhaps, he will say that it would
be better amd more prudent to wait u.ntil.you; hé.ve done penance, because
you are a8 yet unprepared for martyrdom because of the conaciousnéas of
gour sins, To which I retort: no one is unfit for martyrdam exeept he who
is unwilling to suffer for the faith &nd for the works of faith; whether he
be young or o0ld, Jew or Gentile, Christian or _i.nfidei, mAn Or WaRAn=—no
diserimination is made; for, vhoevgr‘ unlergoes persecution for Jjustice 1ia
a mrtyr——that i8, he 18 a witness to justice, and advocate to the cause
of Christ, But where does this lead? I am inclined to believe and have a
presentiment that the king will not progress so far that/ there will be a.iy
need of discussing our security., And since that stalwart pillar of the
Churchz‘?’ claims that whatever you do oozes with arrogance aml -angery you
must disprove this contention by a display of equanimity in word and deed
a8 well ag in jour attitude and your bearing, though this is im;t worth
much in the sight of God, unless the equanimity proceeds fream the sanciuary
of & good conscience. Anent the Salisbury affair, I remember what T heard

in regard to the bishop ard his Church concerning the illegal admission of

21 1 Kings 22.5
22 Gilbert FPoliot, Bishop of London, 1163~1188
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‘Ml de&n'23 when I was with you and the assembly of bishops. They charged
‘thc bishbp and his chq.rch with violation of the apostolic mandate because
of thelr scheme. If, a3 provided by law, deceit finis no protectors
amongst men, much less will it find protection with God, Who "will destroy

24 alD

deceitful tongues"  and "the prudénce of ¥he prudent He 'will'a.reject.

And as it has been broughf to my attention fram the city and I_remanb;r
paving written to you His Holiness has already approved of yoﬁ.r doeree,ze |
and has, in fact, Jjustified his grievances *I shall not refrain from
expre;;sing my opinion concerning the bishops‘ appeals aince they do not
care to be frée, I fear their serfdom will last forever; and rightly so,
because when the yea.r‘ of remissien27 was at hm:d—-—-n@ely, the year of
grace inviting the Church %o her freedom——after six years of conﬁnément, .
to clay and brlck,za fhey prefer, because some of them had ;n&rried. wives
and are constrained by their love for them,29 other§ had joiﬁt;tenmey

~ over very many yoke of éxen; others store away their money,zo wt do n@t‘

know for whom it is being gathered; some have given themselves‘uu.p to one

pleasure and others to another, with variety in abundance, and yet, with

23 John of Oxford had been irregularly elected to the deanery of
Salisbury: Thomas bad excommunicated him., Cf, letter 174

24 Ps, 1led _

25 1 001‘. 1.19

26 Thomas' excommunication of Jphn of Oxford

27 Duete 152, 9

28 Judith 5,10

29 Luke 14,15

30 Ps, 3847
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the yoke of their own particular vices choking them, they still preferred,
I rqpeat; to be kept in their old siavery'and have their ears perforated
with the awi of etemal subaorvience,31 whereby they admit their allegiance
to the enslaving habits of the depraved custams, rather than to wish to

- gscape into the open air of liberty. Do yﬁh not ree§11 that tio tribes
and a'half,sz becanse they had many flocks of cattle and very great
possessions, 414 not allot their imheritame smong the brothers, that is,
collectively in the land of promise, but not yet having crossed the Jordan,
they ftarried in the territory of the Amorrhites? Does not the kindli Jesus
{nterpret this in +the Gospel, affirming by figurekof speech that Yit is
‘easier for a camel to pmas through the eye of & neeaie than for a ;ioh man
fo enter into the kinglom of hesven?" >  Of courss, thoss who Were loathe
to cros? the Jbrd&n; latei built an altar of contradiction and scandal,
Jjust as our bishops who, under pretext of the law, seek to evade the for-
melity amdl force of justice., But thesé, too, Jesus, Who triumphed over :?e
nations through the instrumentality of the banﬁ He 5&& sent out, will recall
- to unity anmd to the practise of wvirtue, to the observance of the law and to
a respect for justice, so that they might feel, say, and do what is right
'before God, and armed with the exhortation of ﬁbses, that {8, his divine

law, they may precede their brethren until the inheritance belenging to

31 Deut. 15.17; Bxod. 216
32 Num, 32.33; 34.14

33 Matt, 19.24

34 Josue 22,9 ff.
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¢hrigt——namely, His Chureh; be delivered from the hanis of the enemy,
“and after‘ glorioﬁs conquests over sin, be firmly establiéhed on earth,
Meanwhile, if you are called an aéitator in the Church by the Bishop of .
Hereford.,:‘ss who according to some was desiined to deliver :l:asr:a..el36 in
contempt for the world and skill of Iettezfsi’ which should 59 his in
abundance as claimed by those who know not letters or the m, he and his
accomplices can 'pe retorted with the words of Blias chided in like manner,
gaying to Aéh&b: "I have not traibled Israel, but thoaand thy father's
house, who have forsaken the commainents of the Lord, aml have followed
Baa.lim."w Sincé\ I urge you to lenient measures, I would not wish this
retort fo be made tb the bishops by your own lipa, dut dy one of his own

- gympathigers or by some religious.' 'Be .could reproach the bishops ﬂth the

fact that they are worshipera of Jezabel, which is interpreted to mean &

consor‘b,.f"«58 which is the term for a harlot, or fruitless bauble, because
‘after the fashion of harlots, who attend orgies and frequent inns, they
expose themselves first to semsuality anmd later to every kind of depravity,
and they gaminathing but baubles, with whisch the bishops themselves are
thoroughly cov}ered, 80 that in the twinkling of an eys they, likewise,
disappear. wmi all their va.nities.' What, tha:;efore. could you reply to -

those cynics, or I might say, to those calumniators of yours? I would

356 Robert of Melun, 1163~1167

36 Imke 24.21

37 § Kings 28,18

38 For these interpretations of. Jerame, De Nominibus Hebraeorum

Migne £3.821
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guggest ju.at what that very sa.intly and most gentle David hurledest the
carelessness of Abner (which translated means father's lamp), when a drowsy

guard left Saul, who was sleeping in the c&np,sg open to hia enemies, that

in reproach to his sloth they took the spear of the king and the oup of
water which was at his head and carried thell away. Therefore, let the
Bishop of Hereford be $0ld that he is the keeper of his sen1, ¥ as they
say, arﬁ. the Bis'hop of'lI.o‘mionn too, who is k.nown"‘to have a.oooptad this.
gentry-post, when he moved trom h!.a see to the other; I sa.y, lat both of
them be told: "Art: ‘thou not a man? A.nd who is like thee 1n Israel? Why
nest thainot kept thy 1ord the king .... ks the Lord 1iveth, yeu are the

sons of death, you have not kept your master, the Lom's mcmt«."“

For where mé the "kiné'sf spear" (meaning thatatxjaig_k_xtiemvnjg_ of ;_us%ice,)

amd the “eup of wadﬂ:er". (nameiy, ‘& vessel of léw uné.e!'ii;d)‘"whiéh was at
his héad;' for cooling "his body and refreshing him in his fﬁirat? But they,
t00, in the words of Abner, ‘will) incessantly reply te your anxiety and - "
reproach, sa.ys.ngl, "Who art thow, that eriest, anl disturbest the king, "3 :
(a8 if saying, nGrant that the king with us sleep im conmtempt of the
commandments anl in‘ the persecution of the saints, that we might show him
forth resting thus in disdain of the divine\ law, and that we may lead him

to a sleep of death," But you, who are mindful of the I.ord, be not

39 1 Kings 26

40 1,5, Henry II

41 Gilbert Foliot, Bishop of I.ondon, 1165-1188 amd former Bishop of
Hereford, 1148-1163 ,

42 1 Kings 26.,15-16

43 Tbid,, 26.14
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silent“ and grant them not & lull, but pursus them, as the Apoajle says,
"Beprove,\ entreat, rebuke, {n season amd out of season*‘ts——fhat is, if
the matter be serviceable, even out of season. TYet, ﬁrlder guise of an
appeal, moreover, &ll will defend themselves, ready to concur in any kind
of defiance, wa.viting meanwhile for either tRe pope's death, which thay
yearn for, or yours, or some other casualty which‘might promote their
melicious designs, For, has the king ever k:pt aloof of anyone excommuni-
cated? Have not the prelates and almost all the clergy sided with him
against the Lord and His anointed one?™® Yet, I believe that there are
some in the hierarchy, who steadfastly perseveré with you, I sheuld say,
with God and the Church, in their prayers and supplicstions, even though
with the opponents and oppréamrs of the Church they may keep in personal
and verbal comtact in many matters. So Jonsthan®! actually dwelt with his
father Seul, but in all sincerity of spirit he lived in exile with David;
so, too, when f?hu.s&i,‘er the Arachite, was hurrying along into the wilder-‘
ness, Pavid sent him back into the company of his son, intent on killing
his fé:éher, choosing that together with his friends Sadao and Abiathar,
the priests, Chusei might with profit intermingle among the foé, rather
then uselessly remsin with David 4n the desert. I do not doubt that same

of the bishops and a very ls}rge number of the clai‘gy stand for divine

4 1s, 62, 7

45 7 Tim, 4.2
46 Ps, 2.2
47 T Kings 20
48 Z Xings 15,38
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pighteousness and side with you, but they hide their true colors, el ther of
necessity” or because of their lack of courage. For, who would suppose
thet &ll the stars fall from heaven at the same time? Refraining from any-
thing else and admitting that the counsel you seek exceeds the powers of
my mesgre mental endomment, I urgently prefs upon you this- warning that
you pass no gentence of excommunication against His Mrjesty the King, nor

an interdict sgainst those in the kingiom who are not to bleme. I have
already determined upon that which I suggested to you in conﬂdenée at
chateau-Thierry, and I do not retract my statement. You can remember what
it is, because you held the same point of view, Neveriheless, I make o
this addition thet regarding these matters ami others which sprang up later,
confer with the 'Bishop of Pozl.fl;ieras,"'9 investigate the viewpoint of other
shrewd men, and obtain the suggestions of Hervey,w if meanwhile the Lol"d
should bring him backs, But above all, rely on prayer ami other exercises
of Christian discipline, commending your strife to our Lord through the .
medium of the saints, And thus go ahead with thaﬁ, whafever it may bve,
which the Holy Ghost prompts through His instruments, the men of falth

and of wisdom, and whatever the Holy Ghost might require in your case, I
am convinced.that you also have the spirit of God, because we must belie#e

thet He, Who has expended His energy withou.t recompense, will grant counsel

to the deserving in the moment of need. Hence, I do not urge you, as our

49 John Belmels, 1162~1181

-




" ¢larify for one another meny things, which cannot be done on a sheet of

- ceuse he hag been wont ‘bo'mah into some blunder as ea.‘sily‘ é.s he conceived

i b6,

51 had been wont to say, that you should put away

mutual father-superior
in a shoe whatever advioe our Lord inspires in your heart and that you
should pﬁefer the opiniens of others less concerned about your case, I
am ple.nning; with the help of God, to visit you immediately after the

. 5 ’) -
feast of Saint Petery 2 and then in & heart-to-heart discussion we can

53
paper.s Of what you did at Vezelay;  the Aicskﬂ:::lshopﬁ_4 and the church of
Rheims have been infomed many deays ago, amd I do not consider it worthe
while to ment ion the reports that have gone around, If he is disliked

by the Knights Templars, I think some artful dodging should be done, be:

1t; amd since you are in no way imlebted to him thus far, I do not sﬁggést
that you make yourself obnoxious to him in such matters. In & matter of |
this kind, it will aggravate the ham done, if one should t‘ry to make
émends; but if it is covered over, evven' 1f some harm was &lle-eaa(i!;gf,r ipflict:d,
by & ruse it can be suppressed. But the road to reconsiliation will be so |
very simple that he might be thrown off his guard by some little gifte
Yet, I notice that the Knights Templars are warmly received in his palace, ,
and their transactions are taken care of to their advantage., But he
himself has set out for 01airvéux, ‘summoned., ag they s3ay, by & majority
66

from the monastery to seal the doom of the abbetfs Fromond, ~  who

51 Archbishop Theobald of Canterbury

52 The feast of 3St, Peter &d Vincula, August 1

53 Where Thomas pronounced the censures on June 12, 1166
54 Henry of France, ArchbishOp of Rheims, 1162-1175

655 Geoffrey
56 A monk of Clairvaux
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arranged this trip for him, died on the fourteenth of July, and was

buried in the monastery of St, Remy.57

/

-

‘57 The Cluniac monastery at Rheims where John made his home with the
abbot, Peter of Celle, during his exiles ;

-
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180 John to Archbishop Thomas Becket .,

SUMMARY:  John infoms Archbishop Thomes that he and his friends have
approved the advice offered to Thomas by the Pope and Nicholas,
the guest master of Mont St, Jacques. He advises him to attend
the conference of King Henry amd to wait on the Empress Matildae
if she summons him, The letter seems to have been written in
the summer of 1166 after the storm evoked by the censures of
Vezelay had placed the archbishop in sore need of counsel,

4lmost all those things which Your Grace brought to my attention I

had heard from rumors which circulated roundabout, but your confiﬁnation
of them gave me greater assurance, Hence, in my letter to the Bishop of
Poitiersl I mentioned them not as certain but as hearsay, I included
what I had heard about the condition of England, reguesting quite urgently
that he advise you in this matter. But wen I received the assurance in
your letter, with the help of Master Philip,z I promptly conferred about
your problem with those friends of yours, whose sincerity I do not question;
but I showed no one a copy of the letter you had sent me, And although

I came in contact individually, a8 you charged me, with your supporterg——

. 4 B -
namely, the Abbot of Saint Rany.s Mester Fulk, and Master Balph, yet
everyone gave not only the same opinion, but used almost the same words.

Ag a whole, therefore, no one was found to withstamd the counsel of the

6
popey, and 211 in unison approve of the plan given you by Nicholas, the

guest-master of Rouen, even though they heard nothing of his letter or of

1 John Belmeis, 1162-1181
2 Philip of Calne, Manciple of Archbishop Thomas Becket
3 Peter of Celle

4 Dean of Rheims
5 Ralph of Sarr who succeeded Fulk as Dean of Rheims in 1176

6 GCuest-master of Mont St. Jacques, near Rouen
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' golution. We must carefully weigh the opportune time, the stpte of the
¥ Quurch in Bome, the needs of thg Kingdom of England, &nd the pekril not only
te your see but te the churches and souls intrusted to your cares If you
eguld either meet or help these souls, you ought hardly esteem your life 80
| highly that for the salvation of your omn soffl and for the freedom of the
flounderi.ngl Church you woui:l not enter into a discussion with the oppressors
and find out what the kimdly Jesus dgigns to frodnee through your humilfe~
tione A= digbovered in genuine letters," Jesus, after the glory of the
Ascension, bore witness that He was yet ready to undéréo the i{gnominy of

' the crucifixion and to die for the lowlys Especially now ought you enter
into conference with them, when those who have oppressed you &nd Christ in
yous are said to have fallem somewhet into disfavor with the king, and are
in such a condition that they are ueary of living. Whether it is true, I
know not, tut the rumor is current amongst us.  But whether it be true or »
H not, Beyond a shadow of a doubt Christ will triumph and will render to es.?iz,
one not only according to his works, but will bestow a erown upon the one .
whose will is brought to highest perfecti en‘by reason of hiya deed. The
advice of your staunchest friends, with whom Master Philip amt I &re in
accords, is that you go complacently with the Archbishop of Bouazie to the

) hpress,g if she should swmmon you. If you ahould;he'ar something bene~

ficial there, thank God. Proceed lﬂcev}iae in everything thgt your gentlew

7 Ambrose, Sermo de basilicis tradendis, c. 13; Migne P.L. 16,1011
8 Rotrou de Beaumont, 1165—1183
9 Matilda-
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10 But if it hﬂ.ppena othorvia}e, (Ged forpid) with

] pess may be recognizeds
the aforementioned archbishop bringing you baék, you will return into the
k| 1amd of your exile'’ with honor and safety, With reggm to taking along
the clerios, however, they warn you not to bring & large assembly but only
. & few pm&ent and discreet ones, if you havd such, uﬁpn whase coinnl you

can rely in case of necessity, Then, too, with apology for those who might

be absent, you can conveniently request a po:tponament, if there be any

an need of onee But I do not thrust myself inte this affair; however, neither

do I shrink from it, if you‘alimld decide to have me-aéoompany you on your
journey and to share your troublesome fates For, with God's help, I am
prepared for any emergency of this kind for the good of tfxe Church and for
your sake, Nevertheless, if you v@nt me to meet you, give me sufficient .
time to arrive convenlently at the time and the plabé deﬁign&tad by yous
For‘ :

sese with me there shall be no d.e].a.:y:l'.2 even thméh hare at homa‘
for the time being‘.‘ I have many urgent duties pressed up;:n me by my ubboﬁ,
1l and by Gerard, the Archdeacon, 13 yhose wishes, like yours, I cannot '

neglecte

10 Phili 4.5

11 Pontlany

12 Vergil, Bols 3458
13 Archdeacon of Paris
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J‘ohn $o Bishop John Belmeis of Poifiers

SUMMARY: John gives hia opinion of the worth of the bishop's recon-
~ clliation with Eenry II and of the commnications of the king
with Frederick Barbarossa, and states that he himself i{s anxious
for a reconciliation on honorable terms. Prom the mention of
Henry's letter to Archbishop Bainold of Cologne which seems to
have been written in the summer of 1166 after the appeal of the
bishops on June 24, this letter %an be placed in the late summer
of 1166.
To the Father of Merecy, Who has raised you from a seriou.s illness
wnto His glorification, for the service ér ¥he Church, and for our comfort
in this disaster, I render whole~hearted end profuse appreciation; secondly
I render thenks to Your Grace, who constently amd effectively bore my
burdens, and with your consoling letters alleviated the distressful anxiety
broaght upon me by the news of your fllness, But because I was not later
informed of your complete recovery, or of the peace which had been promised
and for which I had hoped, I thought I should send the bearer of this
letter to you, With all the ardor of my soul 4o I beg you to relate ever
80 carefully to me, through the medium of this meseenger, &ll those matiérs
which you are so adept &t resolving, It is, of course, your peace I desire
most of all, but I do net' see what means you cen employ in your caaél to
regain and to preéerva the rights of your Church except those which the
Church itself and her sons might have granted you, or those which the rest
of the churches enjoy by general law, especially since a stranger, reared

and educated amongst foreign peoples, is ungualified to expound upon the

i

1l In a letter to Thomaa (cr. Rer. Gall., e% Franc, Soript. 16.215) Bishop
John had complained that the ministers of Henry 11 had curtailed his
Judicial powers. ,
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particular customs of the Aquitanians, =nd upon rights never hea,j.-d of
L befores ﬁenoe, since you ﬁould not and do not neglect anything that
- happens, when the cause of the Church is endangered, while her sons play
the hypoerite or pervert the tn;th, there is nothing to be cha;rged. against
. your negligemce, Who, therefore, but a man®somewhat mentally deranged and
impulsive, or an antagonist, will advise you, alone as you a.ie and devoid
of consultation and resources, to strike.mii‘ those arms of yours vainly
‘against a torrenﬁa which drags and upsets everything behind i%? For, the
outline of this peace is favorable and offers a semblance of justice, and
in truth, if the transaction is carried out by both parties completely and
in faithful gineerity, it does embody a distinect equitadbleness, unless,
perhaps, some other custom, sontrary tq God, might have been assumed by
your predecessors in a time of peace, TFor what is knowingly assumed in
defiance of God's commandments, no duration of time or whim of contracting
parties will ever warrant that 1t may be done lieitly, or righteoﬁsly, ’oi
+I might even say, sinlessly. Moreover, I hear of the faithlessness of
your people, but I question it; I question, too, the triéhtfal and crafty
mighf ‘of the opjosing party, experiencéd by many, vso that I do not easily
believe anyone would dare oppose its whims. And, perhapa; it has vented
its rage upon your archdea.con,s whose zesl it feared and whose intimacy

with you it held in suspicion, so that he would not dare growl against

£.Juveneal 4,490
S Richard of Ilchester

-
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1| the pariy any more, once he has been reconciled to it; but not sp the
"others, wimm the opposing pa.rt‘y frightened by making an example of him,

snd even more of usg; but most §f all because it poses as though it wished
to seem without fear of God or regard for man. But God ie capable of
1ifting up and directing your cause; in fact, it 1s His cause, but in your
hends. And He Who conferred upon the Israelites power over their enemies,
as they hurried to the Land of Promiae@ccoriiing to Gc;d's command, will
1ikewise be able to appéa.se or Completely overwhelm yeui' Egyptians. One
thing I do know—that "The just will finally be delivered out of distress,
and the wicked shall be given wp for him,"* Moreover I rejoice that his
peace and good~will have been fully restofed’to you. mt; I fear (which
xheaven forbid) that in his way of deacling as is known to evéryans, ‘this
restorati on of“pe&ce end good-will may be & felgned and temporary arrange;
ment, and of course, &Ll the more so, as it is proclaimed by all that he
 relies upon the counsel of locusts, whose power is only in their ﬁouths "
and in their ,tai.lacs But if it should be & temporary arrangement, it
would be certain that it was faked principally for the purpose of at least
extorting the obligation of faithfulness; and if I am net mistaken, there
is something.supposedly connected with it to which & Christian may not
obligate himself by reason of his faith—namely, to refuse henceforth,

1 (( the courtesy of due charity to those whom he has decided to regard with

4 Prov, 1lle8
5 Apoc. 9.19

-
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;ontempt, and to assail, at least by word of counsel, everyone he has
germed his enemy, If you should be at odds with him because the Christisn
religion urges somfhing other than he does, he will try to brand you with
the mark of broken fidelity for sll nations to know, as he was wont to
yewvard his fomer friendss By his locusts, %oo, there will be raised &
anout of approval in him, end in the mire he cultivates frogs® which dsub
a1l the sincerity of their croaking with clegr mnd, and by every kind of

7 .
quibbling in their oaths "they turn black into whitee" They are members

T A e S

of his ﬂésh. cleaving to one another,e &g fish-scale é)lhefes to fish-scale
g0 that not even & breath of air may penetrate thm. But let them think
whatever they wish, and that those who are in filth may thrive some more in
ity let them expose the 1mpuf1ty of thedr mind by the scurrility of their
gestures ani the foulness of their lips. For in an avowal of loyalty in

& matter where charity is exposed to danger, nothing is permissible fo &
Christian, much less to & priest, Charity is the life of faith, amd 1is -

mede menifest by & proof of works; for "faith without works is dead.“g

Nevertheless, from the letter'C of the Tewtonic tyrent which hsd been sent
to Count Henry'l and which I would lave forwarded to you had i% not been
mispia.ced after I sent it to the Archbishop of Canterbury, it is evident

~ how much he esteemed that expression by which he desired to safeguard

6 Tbide, 16413

7 Juvenal 3,320

8 Job 41,14

9 Jemes 2420

10 Cf, Tetter 213, Becket Materials 5,428
11 0f Champagne

———
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pimself and his heirs, - For when John of Oxford, in the king's nage, was
spout to j;ain a conspiraéy wth the Teutonic tyrant and pmmised on oath

;. wealth of assistance and counsel against all men, eméopt the King of

::’ frence alone, the Teuton throﬁgh an interpreter said, as verified by many
"reat end religious natives (I speak of the Province of Bheims) who were
pr,sentg "Bola.nd.,:u3 an enemy 6f the Church and the state, is, Meod, &

man and mbrtal t00, and so also all his cardinals, #nd. not one of them is
the King of France; henes, none of them do I :onsider or wish to be con~-
sidered exempt in this slliance of mine with the King of England, If

you hold the same opinion, or some other, profess it openly." To whom

John replied: "gis Majesty, our King, and I think the same as ybu, and with
this understanding I offer my oath in the King's stead." What need of more?
~.'- Prom that time on they advanced in their alliance againét God and the Church,
b, vhich you will find more fully developed in a leiter sent me recently from
Cologne, & copy of which I am sending you. In this letter the king req’uesﬁ
safe conduct to Rome for his envoys who are ;\bout to go there on a misaio:
against the Church of Canterbury, and with what roegard for the Church of
Rome will be easily discerned from the letter, But in their own snares will
the unjust 'be.ceau;\.ght,l3 and whoever prepares & pit for his brother will fall

14

into it first, Yet, heppy is the one who despite such alluring snares

‘| 12 Cardinal Boland Bandinelli (Pope Llexan:ler III)
13 Eccli. 27.29
14 Eccles, 10.8
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of the gr?a.t lmrlotw and despite the attack of the beast can safeguard
his conscience and his repnfation—-—-the one for God, the other for his .

" neighbor, and both for himself, For whoever for just reason is convinced
that he must sacrifice ome or the ;ther, I positively do not see where he
might get any consolation unless by his cmf"age he redeams what he has loat
' Hence, it is in reply to the last point of your letter I entreat you ever
s0 earnestly through the unspeakable love of God, if you decide to take
steps for my peace either through the archdeacon or through someone else
(which I wish indeed), obtain it for me in such & fom tmat it cannot bring
-upon me & logs of reﬁuta.tion, or, even more, & loss of conscience which
keeps & reputation intaot. For what would it profit to gain the whole
world, and risk the loss of these t_hs.ngs?le If you should see me inclined
| to any kind of immorali;tyf (Géd forbid), _pleasé let your right hand raise
{ me up. That does happentd others 1ike myself, and is often due to
weekness but invariably it 1s due to their own fault, By the word A
timmorality' I understand anything that 1s done intentially against God.
Although finsncial distress and the frigid attitude of friends ever so
bitterly seem to sting my brother?‘” who of necessity is living with me
“in exile, and me, yet God is merciful,

18
I will not yield to ills, but shall go forth
t0 face them more boldly than my fortune shall
a&llow, .

15 Apoc, 17.1-6 : .
16 ¥att, 26.16 -

17 Bichaid

18 Vergil, Aeneld 6,95
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pat I know that in your suggestions I shall recelve no hint of agything
“ -that mi@f even resemble dishonor, God’. will meanwhile provi.d.e for my needs
; as He has done thus far., In the ‘mttér of what 18 given me and what I
i ‘yeceive I am obligated to véry few-—only you and my &bb“tn and these

: k.re about all,. b

SRl S R R SR et

19 Peter of Celle, Abbot of St. Remy, Rheims
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John to Walter de 1tIsle e

SUMMARY:  John consoles Walter de l'Isle who has incurred King Henry's
displeasure for his failure to arrest Archbishop Thomas®
messenger to England, and praises him for his courage and
charity, Walter haed been sent to England by Henry with the
report of the conference held at Chinon on June 1, 1166 (of.
Letter 174)e¢ For other details of this letter cf, Becket
Materials 6477 The letter may Be placed in the summer of 11664
The Rerum Gall, et Frano, Soript. identifies Walter with the
Walterus de Gonabantiis, who later became Bishop of Lincoln
and Archbishop of RBouens Cfe opocit,, 16,537, : '

The exrdor of your charity for your fel¥ow men and‘you.r demonstration

of & very ready generosity had deservedly compelled me to grasp with joy
every ché.nce of showing my appreciation to you and yours, If, in no other
oWy, I might at least by an expreésion of good wishes pmvitha sincerity
of my esteem for you. When I ponder guite carefully all the oircumstances
involved; I find there is not one of o{u' compatriots to whom I am more
obligated tha.n to 'you. Hemoce, my reticence would rightly h&vé t0 be
censured, if it were not backed up by the assurance of many probable
arguments. These, of course, I would rightly offer the plaintiff, if tod¢
great a chaos betweén ybu and ﬁ.nl wore not manifestly fixed, thus making
it imposeible for us and Aifficult for you to come in contact bvith

2 end in Idumaea he does not cease

friendss "An enemy hath done this"
acattering‘the seed of cookle,‘ and 'works wi.th cont inuous perseverance to

pull down from Godts esteem ‘the angels who preside over the churches.s

1 Luke 16426
2 intt, 13,28
3 Apoc, 1420
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b wpike fo;gs in the deasert are his prophets“4 who follow their owh spirit -
a,nd gee nothing. These are the ones who soﬁght ‘to destroy their most

'E gympathetic master, & great prince, inflaming his meekness yith the gall
of wickedness and dimming the keenness of his intellect with poisonous

. gounsels. May the Lord snatch him from thefr hands ani prompt him to
gubmi ssion that his reign may be pleasing to God, peaceful and agreeable
to the ruler, anmd that it may be fruitful azg prospercus for the people

‘ and the churches whose patron he is., I do know, indeed, that, if he will
‘ undergo & change of hLeoa-J.'t;,5 he will be reconciled by tihtting reparation to
his Lord, the Spouse of the Church, and he will restrain his mighty sword
from spilling the blood of the innocent i{n order that God mighf look kindl}l
apon him ani not exact their blood from him and his household, If he holds|
in contempt God'es exiles and outcasts because they are poor, he éhou].d be
mindful tiat of such i{s Christ the protector. To avenge the blood of poor
Nabdth,s God destroyed the house of Achab and Jesabel, Heeding ‘the _counsel
il ~ of Doeg, the EAomiﬁe, the keeper of the asses, and using him as his instru-
ment, Saul attacked thepriests with the sword of sovereignty, which had
been ’intmsted %0 him for the protection of the priesthood, andi he de-
atroyed their village.7 For this Seul brought down upen himself the sword
of Go& with which both he and his household were hdpelessly slaughtered

through the agency of the Philistines, Thus, he left to his son-in-law

4 Egech. 13.4
b
6
7

9
T Kings 22

e
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gall claim of .'lnherit.ance,. whereby Senl himself may be said to dave been |
/n,nea tob the gibbet a.t'the 'roqu;st of the Gabaonites, 'ﬁosc tribal priests
‘pgeg crucified in fulfillment of Saul's kingly acsor."n.'8 And st1ll, God has
. regard for the prayer of \the humble and despises not their petition;g
Bapyed up by such hope the banished poor do“pray, and with the help of God
for Whom they bear their afflictions, they will pray unce#singly that His
; Majesty the King, in very quiet pesce of ming.. may bring forth fruit worthy

10

of penance” " and may avert the anger hanging over him. In the meanwhile,

;}' we calmly endure the dispensations of Providence, assured that nothing
: - 11 '
§ will be able to harm us, if we be zealots for good, that is, for the

4 'divine law. For, as 18 well known by evaryone except by those who strive

‘not to savor the things that are of Gad,lz

| vut ave affitcted as Christians,’®  In tnis afflictien we are happy to

.we 40 not suffer as oriminals,

; have you too, as an associate, O most esteemed Sir, :iot taunting you,
| indeed, for your loss of position (v;zhich'muld be wrong), but complimentjfg
you on your courage, For you have given assurance of &our 1oy&1ty, and
have ghowed your contembt for the forfeiture of worldly gain, when you
' _ hesded the voice of righteousness ami fulfilled the precept of charity.
7 BNt why, esteemed 3ir, do you‘stland stunned? Why are you silent? Why try

Ai " to hide your light? Your offence is made known to the world, and all have

8 2 Kings 21

9 Ps, 101,18

10 Luke 3.7, 8

11 I Peter, 3.13

i 12 Matt, 16,23, Mark 8,33
" 13 1 Peter 4415
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the same opinion pf youe (Not to detain you longor) » I wish to 8ay that
you have proven yourself s man who abidss by the G&apél, laying down, &s
f . you dida, your life for your brother,u becanse you pfeferred., for the sake
| of justice, to be convicted yourself rether than have another blamed;
;‘ whose virtue of obedience ought to have bee;’ reckoned as oriming.l; if the
truth were acknowledgeds But neither he (as iz commonly admitted) dared
to profess his loyality and allegiance, nor d.;d you deign to deny yéur

| claim to loyalty and allegisnce, which I am happy to hear, Since you were
needlesaly punished fof your loyal ty, oi' rather, since yau were put te test
| in it by man, is it not true that the trickery of hypoerites and the deceitd

| fulness of slanderers will be condemed in the sight of God? God is my
witness that I grieve with you the forfeiture of the king's aea1,15 but
before the tri'bunal of God, %too, I admit that I would rl.ther have you stay
in that state than buy your way back into his good graces by dw.blo—deaiing
or any kind of shameful action. O God's friend and my friend, too, these,
many days, may the testimony of a olear conscience be your comf rt, as it
hag been mine and theirs who are in banishment with me. For, nothing in
life can be more gratifying, Verily,

sesono guilty mg iz acquitted at the bar of his
owmn conscience,l -

f - which brings forth, or I might more accurately say, perpetually quickens

14 John 15,13
15 Walter was custodian of the king's seal

16 Juvenal 13.3




X =il
72.
17
the undying worm™ or stirs the embers of unguenchable fire, Fot that is
the product not of conscience but of guilt, and may God always keep it from
you. As far as I am concerned, my corresponience keeps me in good hezlth
and out of mischief, .I await the mercy of God in an abundance of those
things which are required by my constitution or by the habits of those liv-
ing with me. My brother18 is with me in exile, and like me, is ever ready
in the Lord to do your bidding. Since for the time being anything else is
impossible, we present you with our esteem and good wishess Through you we
extend our greetings to those you might be able to reach, also particularly

to0 the clerics of the court who have not been personally excommunicated,

nor are in the company of those excommunicated.

17 Mark 9.43
18 Richard, who rejoined John in exile probadly in July 1166
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John to Master Balph Niger

P

i gMMARY:  John answers a- letter of Ralph Niger, who is proposing to visit
Eing Henry's court, and had gueried about John's failure to
secure & reconciliation at Angers, anl about the appeal of the
bishops and the consequent disregard of the Vezselay censures.
The lstter may be placed in the summer of 1166 shortly after the
events which are mentioned,
‘ -

The excuse, with which you eagerly tried to cover up your long silence)

1 regard just as sound ani as satisfactory, as it is likely. I know it was
§ garely not & matter of choice on your part thet opportunity did not present
i{tself, but eager as you were, you did not get the chance. Your earnest-
3 pess is all ﬁe more evident from the fact that after the long, and to me,
hateful delay, by the ardor of your charity you assembled according to ‘my
instructions all those points which in your opinion ocan harm or help us;
Although some of tham I knew beforehand from others, yet, mo one arranged
them all so systematically as you did. Sheuld a.li those things you heard
be true, (although I do not doubt that quite & few are nqt) what else can
i Ido without loss of salvation, than precisely that which i'easan preacribes
on the testimony of a goed conscience, and what the inevitable obligation
of my duty imposes? When I had gone to the palace éf His Majesty the K:lng,l
offering in all humility whatever satisfaction the laws would allﬁw or his
will would a-pboi.nt for me, saving my honor, was I not excluded from the
kiss of peace, which at that time had been offered and imparted to Master

2 :
Philip? What more was I to do? Were not the possessions, which were mine

1 Angers, May 1, 1166 of. Letter 168
2 Philip qf Calne, Manciple of Archbishop Thomas

f
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by God's law, taken from me by force without reé'ﬁrd for mercy (thié I
gsafely attest before God, Who, whether the world wills it or nbt, will
- judge that cause) and did they not have to be redeemed in so shemeful a
manner that I gwore to abide by the customs which the law of God condemns,
and I renounced all obedience to my archbishoi:? These would be enough to
destroy my feith; but yet they went further into those matters which even

the opponents would have been more honoradle to hush up rather than expose

in public. Of course, it is not sgainst the king that I cast those
aspersions, but against those who claimed they understood his mind more
fully and were (as they boasted) interpreters of his will. For, in my
presence he did not say anything that might be degrading to my honor or
his; only for this can I reproach him that when I complained about my loss
of property ani of time, and when I earnestly begged for an answer, he thus
twisted his words to the effect that it would be absolutely useless both as
far as his Majesty amd Honor were concerned and my needs, too. So, with i
understanding and foresight, I withdrew from his presence Immediately in
order to care for my integrity, my poverty, aml my due sense of respect for
self, and above all, to review God's cause, But with the help of God I
shall return, if and when (I hope) a righteous roed to peace, with security
of conscience and reputatibn, wili be open for me., Otherwise, may the holy
Jesus afflict me with & timely death before I knowingly offeml Him for the
gseke of regaining peace or the good will of men. 3But you bring up many

difficulties, First, that the Church of Englani, turned into a crooked
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lifts its heel against the l‘.ord.,4 and the bishops under preétext of

3
’
a,ppee;,ls strive to disguise their evil intent ani to samul the condem-
$ion which has been issued under advisement of the Apostolic See. But
,‘ﬂly; if God 1s with us, in fact because by His mercy He iz with us wﬁo
guf fer for His sake in exile, bhecause we h&;',e in conscience pledged to be
anited with Him in that cause even wnto death, thére are more with us than
j% with 't;hem.6 And from now en it is certain f%a.t strife and anguish hang
.'gver the heads of the bishops, if they do not agree on a more serviceable
plan and strive more quickly to restore the pes.cve of the vchuroh, which they
& undertook to guard and not "’co surrender. . The king haa confidence in the .
emperor and in the cepture of his Lordship the Pope. This prophecy is
i» mede to him by the prophets of Baal, who see what is stupid and untrue,
because they speak not by the spirit of the Lord. You wili remember that
":'A Lchs.b7 was thus deceived, and while he was hoping for victori, he was
ocrushed by the swords of the enemy, Meanwhile, let the wise man hear the,
words of Cato;

Place not your hope in the death of a.rm'aher8 especially of one
guiltless and & loxde To anticipate his day even in desire is equivalent
to parricidei But with God's help, His Holingsa the Pope is suceeeding,

and after the recent captlu-é of Albano, as 1s most certain, his progroeas

3 P8¢ 77.57 ;
4 John 13.18 '
5 The bishops of England appealed against the censures of Vezelay (June 12

1166) at Northampton July 6
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pecomes greeter, since each day God strews with thorns the pa'.'!:h.-;la9 of the
10

Teutonic tyrant = end his heresiarch, ! and, & thing they camnot deny,

weakens their might, and tekes away their power. What you heard about

12 the soldliers of Rheims claim is very untrue, And they were

the Sicilian,
his stipendiaries for a whole year and returned the other day. The fact
that they are not being shunned whom His Lordship of Canterbury declared
eicommunicated does not harm him as much as those who mingle!with thems,
iet them teke note with what sort of conscience they do intermingle; and
let those excommunicated take note with what guiltlessness they either
deny or excuse the offences which are being imputed to them. I know that
I had no part in the passing of the condemnation, nor wes it executed on
any advice or knowledge on my pért; and, may God be my witness, some of
those who were mentioned I neither knew nor saw, as I remember, I shall
try, indeed, 28 you suggest, to tum the archbishop in favor of the Arch-
deacon of Poitiers,l3 if you should 8till think that my endeavors might
be able to help in promoting the peace of the Church; otherwise, it would
be shameful and disgraceful to circumvent our father and lord. But you
know that when we did this a year ago, not once did the archdeacon reply
even = word, About your journey, however, I do not know what advice to

give you; but the journey I would absolutely prescribe except that I do

9 Osee 2.6

10 Frederick Barbarossa . ,
11 Rainold of Dassel, Archbishop of Cologne, 1159~1167
12 King William I of Sicily, who died May 7, 1166

13 Richard of Ilchester
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ot see gow you can avcid. mingling with the excommunicated; for <o you it
s clear t0 some extent what condemnation they have deserved, but to them
: 4t is quite evident on the testimony of their owm consecience, Him that

' soweth discord among the brethren the soul of God detestetn;’* what about

. the one, who with the help of the MOmite,m

persecutes the priests, sets
, sblaze the city of the Lord's tabernacle, and with the sword of & prince
rages against the order of Levi. On this maf ter, therefore, examine your
c‘onsciénce and make use of some religious and of some discreet advisor;
end when you will have poured out your heart in his pre»semq,‘ follow what \
: the Lord will inspires But if, af the suggestion of friends, you happen to|’
3 venture forth to the court,“irxiuce the archdeacon, whom you cherish and
whom I respec@:’am admire wholeheartedly as much as & sincere love pei:m;lta,
induce him, in accord with the warning of the prophet, to cast the eyes of
| 1is mind domn upon his own ways and the ways of His Loxd and to set his
heart upon thun.ls and henceforth, not to subject hié heart to frailty, _
placing his hoﬁe in the uncerté.inty ot’wealth and in the varied allurements
of seductive fortune; let him remember, too, that the speedy fall no
eminence can escampe17 and before the fall the heart is raised on high.le

For, however 'much he may conceesl i, he knows thet the condemmation of the

shepherd, be it just or not, must be feared. Why go on endlessly? If you

14 Prov, 6.16, 19

15 1 ﬁgs 22,9

16 Kggmeus 15

17 Lucan, Phars, 1,70
18 Prove 2437
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can be Lot in Sodom, " Joseph in the court of Phareoh, Chusai in the
conferences of Absalf’mﬁal Abdiag in the service of Achab and fellowship

of Jezabel,zz if you can be Daniel .'un’]Ba.b;,r‘.!.on,‘?"3 you will proceed there
with safety to yourself amd to them, whom you will urge to "keep innocence
end behold Jjustice, for ;chese are remnants for the peaceable men. n And
a.; goon &8 the unjust are dispersed, the salvation of the just is ‘expected
from the Lord, Who is faithful to His promises amd does not suffer His
chosen ones to be tempted above that which they are able,25 but to them all

things work together unto good.26 Mey God guide your journey and your

accomplishments,

19 Gen, 19

20 Tbid., 39 ff
21 3 Wings 15~17
22 Thid,, 18

23 Dan, 5 ffa

24 P, 26437-39
25 1 Cor., 10.13
26 ‘g‘o__?n:"a'.za
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John to Mmster Balph Niger ‘ «

SUMMARY: John pralses Balph Niger for refusing to agsociate with the
excommunicated Archdeacon Richard of Poitiers, but points out
thet it may be permissible under certain comiitfons. This
letter was probably written shortly after the preceding letter.

The fidelity of your dévotion, which cgnsists not in 'the noige of
words but shines forth in a manifestation of good works, has a greater
t;étimony than that of John.l For even Jesus the i'x'u.t:h2 {(would that we
may emulate this truth just as we pmfesé t:do) prefers the testimony of
good works to the testimony of John., He did xiof, of course, condemn the
latter as spurious, but he a.d.judged the fomer to be preferable, as it

wes more cégent for establishing & knowledge of Himself, Hence, the good
works of a person glve testimony of h:Lm;5 even & tree is judged not by
its height and strmgth, not by the beauty of its branches or of their |
great number, not 'by the richness or thickness of its leaves, but by the
ﬁaefulness of its \f:mit.- Therefore, ' since you were in nowise remiss in
the things that k_mppened., and gince the fruit of your ﬂd.eiity and devoti‘::n.
though not of your own volition but evidently because of the times, went
before you ani 1s being hoped for, why does your pra.yer‘ proceed to prove
the need of 'tgu.ilding ﬁ.p chari ty? If you went it redommended to the faith-
ful, you are doing what has been déne; if to the faithless, you are ﬁasting
your timee There is one, a special one, to whom I want it to be recom-

mended, dbut not so much in the adornment of statements and in flights of

1 John Be36
2 Ibid., 14.6
3 Ibid,, .36
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gancy as ‘in the sincerity of charity, of purity of life and in the im~
pediate need of fervent prayer, And I sumise that £rom these passages

it has, of course, occﬁrred to you %o }ﬁve our friend Hugo that znswer
which, even though it may seem to bring about a loss of possessions to the
wwery, yet undqxbtedly, effects the s#lvat?on of one's conscience and
one's souls Hence, also l’or your studiea I commend ybu.. Fof b& definite
i{ndications I am aware that in a boisterms &nd nolsy ci.i:y4 (as it ia.a
called by an agreement of the students) you are not segrchiné for passages
;  which dealy with usel ess sophistry, but for passages which treat of the

| virtues; for one, who relies on & multiplicity of passages and sources for
sophistry with utter disregard for the virtues, can surely become talkative
and proud, but hardly a dialectician or even a philosopher. “But to pass
from generalities to pa.rtiéulars: because you. refuse to asgociate with the
Archdeaocon of Poitierss as long as he is excommunicated, no matter wﬁat may
be offered you, I cammend you for putting God before man, things eternal -
before material things, But without détracting from the condemmation,
which is really genuine, and with due regard for the canons, I am éon-
vinced that we must admit of & distinction in the matter of mingling with
the ucomunicated; for one who takes part in their evil designs, also
chains himself with the ocensure of an anathem&, On the other hand, we

we must note a multiple difference (I think) of persbns and things in these

4 Poitiers c¢f, Entheticus __12_ Policraticum, line 16, ed. WobD, 1.l
5 Richard of Ilchester

~
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:’ four matters, which aseem to call for & special precaution—-—-némdly, the
kiss, the table, prayer, am a greeting. For these matters are avoided

{ {n one way"by those who have professed to follow perfection; and (n
snother way, by those who have not; they are avoided in one way by those
who are forced into these ¢ircumstarnces, and in another way by those who
are free. Now, one who professes perfection never mingles at all with '
snyone excommunicated, even in verbal contact, without reproaching him for
the fault for which he must be shunned. How much more true is this at
table, in Church, and in other similar situations? 'Phﬁ.s, Bliseus, iwhen

3 'approached by Joram, King of Israel, whom he knew to be a.nyidolater, a.nd’
3 by the King of -.mda r'eg&rding‘the outcome of the expedition, replied: "As
2 the Lord liveth; in whose sight I stend, if I did not reverence the faéé
of Josaphat, King of Juda, Ikmuld not have hearkéned to theey, nor looked
on 1:1139."6 Lo! a prdphat éstablished. in perfection, because of his
reverencé fdr ﬁhe other, did disclose & hidden design of the divine will,s
as requested, although only after reproaching the idolater for his fault,
a&s Was necessary. | Although, Naaman, the Syria.n,7 it is true was cured of
leprosy, &cknowledged ard professed his belief in the true God, and even
though he attained no degree of perfection, while taking with him two
mules' burden of holy earth, he received permission‘ from this same Eliseus

%o assist in the prayers of his master without losing God's grace, because
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he was obligated to it by virtue of his office, for he said: "Wfen my
master goeth into the temple of Remmon, to worship, aml he iealrieth upon my
arms if I bow down with him in the s=zme place, I pray thee, that the Lord

8 4iri Elissus said, "Go in peace."

pardon me thy servant for this thing."
Hence, it is evidenmt to what extent r;vérér;’e for pubiio a.u'éhority sano-“
times makes a demand upon the imperfects From the things I dared suggest 19
to you I presume that, if the aforementi o:;ed; archdeacon deéireé your company
you will go to him and find out how you can be of assistance to him, and as
gaith demands, you will with friendliness snd in private admonish him bo
remember that he is a Christian and to stamd in dread of the condemnation
in which he has been entangled and to fear before all mérta}_a fhat One

Who can plunge both body and soul into ”hﬂllsg I wish there wéra with the
king, as well as with that associate of yours and ,wi‘tk.i the others who are

excommunicated, some God-fearing men, who on an intimate and friendly basis

would straighten them out, and call them back from their lack of principless

But if beocanse you are a Christian, he should cease calling upon you, Christ,
Whom he hates in you, will very easily anmi very satisfactorily make up for
this loss, unless your merits be entangled, For the salvation of the just

1s from the Lord, " Who protects them in the time of tribulation,

i 9 Matt, 10.28
10 Fs, 36439
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~John to Master Geoffrey of St. Edmunds .

i gMMARY: John requests his kinsman Geoffrey, & monk of St, Edmunds,

3 to clear him of the charge that he had written derogatory
letters to Benedict of Bedingham about the Bishep of Norwich
and Master Nicholas, The letter was written in the late summer
of 1166 for John mentions that he had now been in exfile for
two and a half years, Cf. lebttegs 149, 150 where John had
requested the Bishop and Nicholas to transfer his revenues to

v his bdrother Richawni,

I beseech you, O mpst devoted' friend, to lend me assiatance in

- ‘ + o

. proving my innocence against or among those inh whose company my innocence

ie being unduly jeopardized, Godi being my witness, I did entertain the

ope of being able to establish a very effective defence among them myself,
and I still do not despair of doing so., Yet, if only my friends and the
lords would become aware of the truth! But the case is this: 1t has been

i suggested to His Lordship of Norwiohl and to Magter Nischolas that I had

: 5 _
written a letter from Sens to Benadict\ of Bedingham sattacking their
honor, service, peace, and their security. Su.rely. I would not be able to
write such & letter without degrading my conscience and without being
branded with the mark of a traitor, ¥y brotherq‘ gent me a copy of the
letter, and I am forwarding it to you. I call upon God %o bear witness
am to pass judgment sgainst my soul that I neither wrote that letter, nor |
know in cohaoienoe‘who did. On the force 6f th&at seme oath, I claim

moreover, that the'letter was conceived or written by no order of mine,

1 William Turbe, Bishop of Norwich, 1146~1175
2 & cleric.  of Norwich

S Near Bungay, Suffolk

4 Richard, who was living &t Exeter
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nor with any knowledge, intention, or approbation on my part. Iewill make
stiil & further claim; thus may God dring me back to the land o!". my birth
and grant me the joy of seeing you and my other friends and of talking
with you, 80 never in ny 11f'-;—th&t I might spesk with a moat positive
conscience—have I sent that or any other Yetter; &g I ranember, to the
aforessid Benedict, In addition, I mainta.in that when I ocoulds I opposed
Benedict with all my might for the ;a.kg of Eicholas, But, perhaps, Benedict
himself redammended me 88 the author of the letter. Must credence bé
given to the word of one who, when I was his opponent, ‘trieé. t o0 deprive mb
of the good. will of my friends just as he desired to divert from them the
allegiamse I owed them? Quite cleverly did he trick his gullible foes
into shunning the spurious author of the letter and heedlessly letting the
real one strike more effectively without suspicions Yet, if Benedict, my
defamer; or anyone elese wanta to meke an accusation against mé, let him
come forth and moke it openly, and 1}. I will notv have vindigated ny inno;
cence, I admit without qualificetion that I should be punished with the
penglty of a traitor,. But if my innocence should be proved, I request that

| my old acquaintances and the lords take not from &an innot:ent ma.n the good
will which i3 his dne. But if my accuser should prefer’ to undermine my
character in secrét rather than reproach me in pubi ic, I ask that; after

-my lords have received the proof they might desire, I de considerod
ebsolvede Nor would I say this with the hope of obta.ining_a pecuniary

recompengse from them. | For the generosity of Christ, Who feeds the birds
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of the air and clothes’..;'che lilies of the fuld.s m eufficiently provided
? fof me thése two and a half &ears,s while I led the 1ife of an exile. You
agk, therefore: "What do 'yeu geek?" | Su.rel&, that which ii more beneficial

| 4o them tian to me—rthelir old &‘xﬂ.&deserving charity in the Loxd; for I

[ ahall love them, with the help of Ohrist, af long s I live, whether they

@ went it or not, Bubt if they do not care to love one -v’rho loves: them, "my

| justice shall anewer for me tomorrow";7 singe "in the mountain the Lord
will sees n® But my friend Nicholas éayé. ag I em given to »und.prstané., that
the sty‘;enia mine. I certa.iniy do not beliové that 1t 18, and God is my

] witness that I am more grieved at the fact that with his firmness of

| character he easily sucoumbed to a& suspicion of such gross misrep resenta~
$ion than I sm &t the privation I have suffered these many days, For it
| .wa.s not a matter ea;uy reconcilable that he should turn from a friend,
egpecially at that time., When the Judge of hearts gives me my llbertygg
I shall escape with ease, And I hope that he, for the levity of his ‘-
judgnent sgainst an innocent friend, will not be easily branmied with the

stigma of 111 repute.

SM. 66 26; Luke 12,27

6 John left England early in 1164; hence, it must now be the middle of 1166
7 Gen. 30.33

8 Ibide, 82,14

9 Prove 24412
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John to Master Nicholas of Norwich .

John thanks Nicholas for his kindness to him amd his brother
and comments on the appeal of the English clergy egainst
Archbishop Thomas, The letter may be placed in July, 1166,
for John's brothsr, Richam. has just rejoined him in exiles
Cf¢ lotber 176. .

Phe fact that I write to you more ra.rely is due to various reasons,
;hich it is best no$ to mention, fobr gquite a few of them are known to you,
; snd the others, it is better not to advertige. But this time I could

t":‘ restrain neither my enthusiasm nor my’ pen from writing, when I learned on
‘,the arrival of my brother what high regard you have for me amd mine, This
: he found out from your d.isp‘la.y of hospitalitye It is you and your eatéem
; 1 thank as much 28 is in my power for the kindneéa tendered my brother

by the hand of Re of Limesa.y.l and sometime, with the help of {the Lord,

| I hope to be &ble to reciprocate fully; Highly, indeed, do I rcgai'd what
you ha;re done, and even more 8o, as it is evidemt a.céording'to the prophe-
‘ . cy of the ﬂospéla that faith in men 1s now beoo;ning more rare, especially
gince we have been broaught up in that period 'and among those people, where
hardly anyone mekes &n avowsl of his faith without losing his faith, For
the most assuring argument for faith is a faith that is scorned: and one
Who, at the Whim of worldly suthority, does not make vold the faith he
promiged to God, is charged with infidelity., If you do not believe me,

| nave faith at least in my works,° which, as says Jesue Whém they crucify

1 Probably Roger of Limesay, & Canon of Exeter. Cf. letter 132
2 Luke 18
3 John 10438
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anew, reveal by their moral tenure a testimony more assuring and aeaterl
shan that of :.rohn.4 Yet, things are going well with our fellow countrymen,
and Jesus 1s treated more mildly there, if the testimony is true, which in
4 heir appellatory decree (as they call it) the chief priests have recently
:published. They preach, ﬁita, and, for thesake of &8dding greater
sathority to their stat‘mnt. they sisn the open letiter together with

f pumerous seals, to the etvfeat that His Kajestz the Xing "deems it & gra~
?.dms favor, vhen admonishe'd. to make amends for any offence against God."s
apd thet he will most obligingly make satisfaction in acoord with Just 1&9.
®Any offence," say they, unacquainted as they are with evil, and as yet
!_;ncertain that he did commit any offence against the Lord, or that he
atoned for his crime by proper satiaraction.‘ It is going well wibth them,
’ 1 sa.'y, if their preaching and their testimony are based on truth. But
lhat if at the seme time, lies, as His Lordship the Pope claims and the
Church of Rome knows, are found in tlat missive which has been sent thore.‘
It is not about anything else, O esteemed friend, that they complain,
because by this gracious favor of an admonition, which they preach about,
they will be able to obtain from the king whatever might be just and good..'
It is not about anything else, for which one must have compaséion upon

fv those, who with such esse can chapgé any kind of murricane into a breese.

ht we who from experience know otherwise are of an altogether different

—

b 4 Inid., 5.36
5 Becket Materials 5.412
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f‘,;inion. I wish their preaching would ;be mlfiiled in our rega™ &nd in
;jtheirs! In the meanwhile, we have decided to .bear in patience the confis-
:” cation of our vgooda,s and to await the One Who taketh away iniquity from

‘ Jacob and unéod.liness from Israal,7 rather than to share in the iniquity of
shose who have assembled ageinst the Lord,” and who have united sgsinst His
' ghurch and in preference to the divine law to choose the bed of roaes
proffered by the pbssesaion of earthly go,ods‘ But let the conclusion of
this page and of these remarks be that wherever I may be, you will know

\ that I am your friend. Farewell!

6 Hebe 10434
7 ¥om. 11,265 Zach, 349
8 _ri_s_o 20,2 .
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187 5, John to Abbot Hugh of St., Edmunds -

SUMMARY:; A& friendly letter to the abbot requesting the prayers of the
monks for the exiles and their causes It may have besn sent
with letter 185, which was sent in the swmmer of 1166,
Hugh was the Abbot of the great Benedictine Abbey of St. Edmund
at Bury St. Edmunis in Suffolk, He became Abbot in 1157 and
died November 15, 1180,

Regard ing your status, which may Godkcrawn with success, I ought not
be indifferent, always bearing in mind the excellence of your sincerity.
Since charity does not slip away because of negligence, nor is removed by
stealth, nor is driven out with violence, for the simple reason that in
the minds of the elect it is more securely established by Christ and in
Christ, The evil conditions prevalent todey prevent me from manifesting
my esteem for you, but no men can snatch away my good will; in this
matter no force st zll will avail anything, amd to attempt any kind of
dsception will prove worthless, since He in His mercy grants success, Who
freely of His boﬁnty gave charity its beginning. So it will be the oblif
gation of Your Grace to help the Church in her state of shipwreck, and to
relieve the anxieties and burdens of Christ's exiles by your preyers and
the prayers of the holy men with you, that He Who has left us open to this
trial 2nd has granted us the enthusiasm of suffering for Him, may bestow
His perseverarce upon our suffering. "For this is thankworthy,"l as Peter

says, that at least to some degree we mey shere in the sufferings of Christ

and the saintg, assured that those who suffer together will reign togethers|

1 1 Pete 2,20




Jews mocks and reviles one who hangs on the cross with Christ. 3But
meanwhile, according to the prophecy of Debﬁora, "the Lord arranges new

wers, and He Himself will overthrow the enemies-":2

90.

For has the clergy been established to eat amd drink and snore whtil death,
and then feed the flames of hell with & variety of luxurious faggots? The

prudence of the flesh laughs at this, and in the words of the treacherous

2 Judges 5,8 (which has ".,.subvertit®),
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188 John to Prior Engelbert of Val St. Pierrs .

SUMMARY:  John explains the reason for his exile, reveals the plight of
his fellow exiles amd requests the help and preyers of the
~monkse The letter may have been sent in the late autumn of
1166 for Richard has rejoined John in exile and the exiles were
in sore straits, ‘
Engelbert was the Piior of Val St. Pierre, & Carthusian monas-
tery in the diocese of Laon, With Simon, the Prior of Mon Dieu,
& Carthusian monastery in the diocese of Rheims, and Bernard de
la Coudre, he formed the Pope's commission which was appointed
in Mey, 1168, to mediate between Henry and the Archbishop,

I think that from the story of the Prior of Monte Dei and from my
account of it, you are acqueinted with the cause of my benishment; but that
you mey see it in a clearer light, I shall briefly explain it. I helped
ag much as I could His Lordship amd the Church of Canterbury, and yet, I
did not intentionally nor unjustly offend His Majesty, the King of Englend,
(which, with my conscience as witness, I dare to assert without fear). 3But
he banished both my brother and me, and confiscated our possessions, and I
languish in exile., Of course, I 4o not possess the resources, the backers,
or the weapons to enable me to attack so powerful & prince, or to ward off
the blows which he fancies to inflict upon me ard mine. Hence, I am forced
to fly to your patronage and to that of the other holy men that by your
prayerful intercession, God might remove that scourge from his Church and
from us or turn it to use for our salvation, amd not allow us in the com=-

motion of this revolution to do anything against Him but to guide our steps

. 1
according to0 His good pleasures We were waiting for pesce, but behold the

1 Pse 39,3
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Church-is troubled by & more serious upheaval, so great, in facf‘, that the
efforts of man to come to her aid seem futile. So, having cast myself at
the feet of your holiness and at the feet of your brethren with all the
ardor of my sohl, I beg you ever so fervently to have pity on u.s,,2 at lesst
you, O friends of God and of the Church of Canterbury, and by your prayers
ease my exile, my brother's, and that of those benished with us; for we hav
alrecdy despaired of any humen supporte This, too, do I ever so earnestly
request .of you that you intercede to the Lord for the King of England, so
that God may recell him from this oppression of the Church, and thet in His
mercy, the Lord, Who alons can Istop this plague, might convert the op=

pregsors of the Church or crush them.

2 Job 19,21
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John to Bishop John Belmeis of Poitiers o

John asks the Bishop of Poitiers to induce the Abbot of Ste
Maixent to pay a debt owed to the servant of the Archdeacon
of Paris, The letter may have been written {n the swmmer of
1166 when the archdeacon wasg visiting John at{ Bheims. Cf.
letter 180, line 58. ‘

I think thet it has been brought to yofr attention that Gérard, Arch-
1= deacon of Paris, is & very close snd personﬂ friend of mine, both by
."irtue of his own excellence and that of hia‘hous‘ehold. He hopefully
,,gequesta thet I take up with you the cause of one of his servants whoae

] ;ame is Jordan, The Abbot of Saint Meixent,® as he claims, owes him
;".oney, end is not on such friendly tems with him, so that he has no confi-
dence in the abboits credit, unless you, in your paternsl way, force him

to meke good, unwilling as he mey be, I besecech you, thereforé, in all
‘vearnestness, to obtain justice for the servant, and make the aforementioned
archdeacon, in whose regard I make this éppea.l, obligated to you and your
household. aﬁd let his serva.tit, through your careful ;ntervention; 11’_

| ossible, get what ia evidently dué him without difficulty sm furfher

delay,

' e——

| 1 A Benedictine Abbey in the diocese of Poltiers.

74
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190 John _15_0_ the Treasurer of Rheims -

SUIMARY:;  John warns the treasurer of Rheims of the danger of having &
relative of the Archbishop of Rheims as sub-treasurer.

If it could be done conveniently for both of ue, I would prefer the
enjoyment of & longed- fér discussion with you rather than put dowmn on paper
the things it behooved uz to say and which would greatly help you, 4 sheet
of paper expresses only what is written thereon aml does not adequately
enlerge upon those matters which might e.dvant‘ageoisly be brought up among
friends in a mutuzl discussion, But the pressure of meny inevitable
obligetions and & slight bodily s.ilment thwarted this desire of mine, 80
that it is necessary to write the things which might be better expressed
orally., And so, let r;xy Lord and friend remember that, as the Orator puts
it, "To be fooled once is unfortunate; to be fooled the> second time 1is
stupid; and to be fooled the third time 1s disgraceful, “l Grieved, indeed,
am I at the incident (which I must recall to your memory) when you for the ‘
first time happened to be fooled, by your own misfortune, in the position’
of the keeper of the publis records; the second time, to your own delusion,
in the matter of giving up the prebend of Paris; as for the future, do not
give in %0 every spiri 1:,2 that you might not be shamefully duped into
disposing of the office of -sub-treasurer. An upright man, however, is
Lawrence, your fellow canon, on whom the Lord Archbishopa is arranging to

bestow it, and worthy of & greater honor, if he were called by the Lord

1 Cicero, De Inventione 1,39. 71

2 1 John 4,1
3 Henry of France, Archbishop of Rheims, 1162-1175

o




|
;
i
¢
4

' and cleansed of his faulty ambition., But surely, it is not condgcive to

indebted not so much to you as to some other for his position? But do you
¥ want to descend from treasurer to sub-treasd’:er? Ig it not mor.e‘ proper

* ¢het you be the overseer of your officials rather {;ha.n have anothér overseer

" 4in view of the esteem we have for our venerable amnl sa.infly father, the

95e

gou and your honor to select your lord's relative as your helper; in fact,

you would not allow him to be intruled into office so that he might be

appointed over yourself amd over them to you.f‘ detriment? In the future, be

caereful what you do, In view of the respect and regard I Iia.ve ‘for you and

Blessed Samsong‘ I propose these mttérs to you, seeing how much you are
burdened, that you be mindful of yourself andi of us, who have always
remeined faithful to you, lest perhaps, it might be said, which God forbid,
that you suffered from the vice of ingratitude. But when you return, it
will not irk us if you conduct your ministration in a way befitting your
position amd not un‘necoming’to'ua. For in these matters which are oonducive
t0 your honor, you will have us at your beck ard call, as far as we are
&ble to be of service, To this you are prompted by fidelity, urged by

good will, and forced by that illuStr’!ms Samson, whose memory is held in

5
benediction, *

4 Samson de mw.voisin, Archbishop of Bheims, 1140*-1161
b EGOlit 45.
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191 John 3o Master Gerard Pucelle .

SUMMARY: John infoxms Gerard Pucelle of the various opinions regarding
his visit to Cologne, Wt suggests that his stay among the
schiamatics may be turned to very useful account by laboring
gtrenuously for & reconciliation between Barbarossa and the
Church on the one hand anmd between King Henry and the archbishop
on the other hamd, He also informs him of the proposed papal
commission, amd of the archbishop's present positione The
letter is dated October 1, 1166, the feast of St. Remy,

Gerard Pucelle was one of the "learned friends of St. Thomas,"
cf. Becket Materials 3,523, and later became Bishop of Coventry,
1183~1184,

This quite belated reply and my rather infrequent correspondence with
Your Excellency (for I have already received word from you for the second
time) are occasioned by the scarcity of wayfarers, by the distance, and by
the difficulty of traveling on roads unfemiliar to our country-men, '.Bu._t,
2ll the more does my affection for you burn within me, and all the more
unbearsbly is my tongue silenced, as my inflamed love is not permitted to
come forth publicly in an expression of my estevem for you, and has been
refused the right to exchange with you in a verbal discussion our hearty ’
and mutuel sentiments in & way customary and enjoyable for friendise, Surely,
in this 1nconv§nience there is some advantage, whilst the union of souls
grows stronger because of the sbsence of individuals, and the strained
tens ion of love aggravating the mind by & display of its own anguish helps
toward the attainment of virtue by the use of its own gel f-restraint, and
by habitual trials it is gtrengthened to endure hardships. Even though it

may be profitable, I would prefer to be relieved of this veluable. restraint,

provided that we could get together, be refreshed by mutuzl discussione.
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ediffed by mutuel counsel, and by our obligations of essisting one another
to be fortified amnd made firm against every adversity. But since God in
His designs has deemed it otherwise, let us with eager devotion obey His
will, For although we might be able to avoid the condenmation,l we cannot
change His pla.n,2 whereby to them that lové Bim He works all things
together unto ‘good.:‘:S end in His benign dispensation He céuses all things to
scerue to0 the wise man's edvantage. You have revealed your problems to mej
I do thenk you and most sppreciatively, too. You have requested my counsel
for the ministry of Master Ralph;4 my reply is that I desire and hope in
the mercy of the Lord that even without my endeavors God will provide you
with & safe way out; am would that by my instrumentality, lowly as I am,
it might be granted you in your brotherly love to attain that which would
add to your prestige, would help extricate you from obstacles to prove
your usefulness, amd would be beneficial to your salvations I shell say,
therefore, what I feel, without in any way conscientiously minimizing the-
truth, co-operating with you with that loyalty end devotion with which I
learned & friend must be treated, and with which I have been wont to satis-
fy my lords. So, you might now thet there were many conflicting opinions
regarding your departure; many censured the trip you made and some few

justified it., For the generality did not know what purpose you had in

1 Greg. Mor. 16,10 which Abelard cites, Eth. c. 14, ed. Cousin, 246173
Greg. Mor. 16.12; 12.2, lﬁgle E‘_Ii‘ 75.1127
2 dug. Conf. le4; De Cciv. 10.12

2 Rom. B8.28
4 Relph of Sarr in Thanet, another of the Mearned friends."™ Cf. Becket

Materials 3.526., He was later Dean of Rheims, 1176-1194
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mind, what pressing needs prompted you, to what extert the Romam Pontiff
regerded you, &and What advantage could come tc the Church from the execu~
tion of this plen of yours, They regerd it as deangerus to live among the
excomunicated even for & just reason; aml when they see anyone entangled
in trensactions with the condemned, they suppose that one also gives assent
to their error. I, who am acquainted with your ceuse and with your dispo-
gition more intimé.tely than certain others, partly agree with the generality,
but to a great extent‘disagree with them. For regarding the condemnation
of the schism they have the correct idea, because from the beglinning of
legislation +the gravity of this sin is evident, since Holy Seripture
points out that Chore, Dathan, and Abirons and their followers were the
first ones annihilated by this unusual death; and familiarity with them is
very dangerous unless it be manifest by one's life and one's words that
there 18 no acquiescence in their crime., Hence, in the Book of Numbers
(for I speak to one who knows and teaches the Law) 'Moses separated the
Dathanites and ALbironites from the assembly of the faithful and said:
"Depart from the temts of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs,
lest you be involved in their sins."6 But the guilt of such is not washed
away even by sacrifices, This is evident from that chapter of the Law,
where Chore, &s censer-bearer, wag destroyed by the flame of divine fire,

foreover, society does not afflict with loss of bodily safety those who

e ares)

5 Num, 16
6 Ibid., 16,26
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disagree with the irreligious on the matter of religion and disgrove the
the errors of others by the contrast of their own actions as well as by
verbel rebuke., Thus, in the Fourth Book of Kings, Eliseus shows his
contempf for the idolatry of the King of Israel, yet does not deny him
the prophetic declaration, but he tells him openly what sort of person
he is and what sufferings he will deservedly undergo, a&nd he does not mince
hir words., Thus, he does show his deference to a magistrate, thus, he
makes answer to the one because of his respect for the other that religion
might not suffer but zeal might make an eicpression of charity. For he 7
said: "What have I to do with thee? Go to the prophets of thy father and
thy mother . . . . As the Lord liveth, in whose sight I stand, if I dia
not reverence the face of Josaphet king of Juda, I would not have hearlf:enai
to thee, nor looked on thee."7 0f course, participat’;\ion in their sacri-
fices is fraught with the greatest dangers and not without loss of sal-
vation, This is ever so clear from the reading of the canoms, &s you know,
For, even‘Naaman, the Syrian, cured of leprosy by the ministry of Eliseus,
dared not take part in the public prayers of his me.ster, the King of Syrisa,
unless he obtained permission, unless he might carry away into the temple
some holy earth——two mules' burden on which he may sterd anmd sit, and
unless by the prayers of the prophet he might be absolved of this ghor t~

c;oming, saying: "When my master goeth into the temple of Remmon to worshlip

7 4 Kings 3p13=14; king of Juda=~——not capitalized in the Rible
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subtlety qf their words., Their ow: conscience chides them, your ‘conscience
wrongl y tells you &bout them; I do not refer o your dispensation, but to
’cheii- rashnesss Their land cries against ‘bhem,l9 and it is expected that
the heavens will reveal their iniquity very soon.zo Although 1t may not
be completely revealed just now, yet their p%wer is already beginning to
wene snd disappear, &m their arrogance is vanishing into smoke. For, who
among the sons of menz1 was like Frederick beg‘ore he was transformed from
prince to tyrant, from a} Catholic emperor into o schismatic and heretical
one? I do not mean that he fell into error in matters of faith and held
to some heretical belief, but that he did not permit the truth to advance
in sincerity of ecclesiastical rank, He divided the priesthood against

the Lord, and from the Lord he realized & split in his kingdom. So also
the King of England, who had struck terror into his neighboring princes
beczuse he lifted his heel22 against the Church and tried to subject it

to slavery, is being assailed by defenceless menes s0 that he is forced .
t0 seek the help of his‘neighboring nations, and while venting his rage |
egainst the Lord, he realized suddenly the evident waning of his own forces
and of theirs. He is still contriving very many schemes, &8 you have
written; but surely, either the Holy Ghost is false and deceitful (which

even & black-guerd does not maintain) or "his sorrow shall be turmed on

19 Job 31.27
20 Tbid., 20,27

21 Ps. 8807

22 John 13, 18; Ps. 60.10
23 Letters 144, 174, 177
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his own hea@; and his iniquity shall come down upon his crown."24 “For,
the unjust are caught in their own Bnﬁres.aa and "who prepares a pit for
his brother, falls into it first."z6 Do you nof remember Scripture saying
that "4n evil man always seeketh quarrels: but & cruel angel shall be sént

n27 1 formerded your letter to His Lordship of Canterbury, but

against him?
pecause I could not detain your messenger beyond the feast of Saint Remy,zs
I had not yet received his reply. It is, in;iegd, certain ﬁhat he is most
grateful to you for your willingmess to serve him, ami he will, at the
opportune time and with God's help, express his appreciation., Regarding
his position this much is doubtlessly evident to you that what he has
g2ined in virtue and in letters surpasses what has been extorted from him
by the knavery of the king amdl of his fellow oppressors. His primecy has
been established anew, and the Archbishop of Yorlc29 hes been enjoined to
recognize him as primate by & manifestation of obedience. He is also the

legate of all England, excepting the diocese of York, which for the time

being is free of this Jjurisdiction of ours, becavse the Archbishop of York

is the legate of Scotlend, and the Church of Rome is not wont to subject
the Church of any legate to the legatine jurisdiction of another legate
during the grented term of office; but, of course, it does not exempt that

Church, if it is subject by another right. Our king requests that William

r—

24 Ps. 7-17

25 Prov, 11.6

26 Eccles, 10.8

27 Proverby. 17,11

28 October 1

29 Roger de Pont 1'Eveque, 1154~1181

————

e
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of Paviazo and another cardin&131'be sent as legetes, hoping that jhey
golve thisic&ae in accord with his wishes., 3ut he thwarted his own designs
pvecause of his great crimes and acts of brigandege. Hence; i% would seem
to me to0 be serviceable for you, if possible, to indﬁce the Archbishop of
cologne to withstard the king to his face under guise of suggestion and
cherity and point out the difficulties of the case. For by what right,
reason, law, or canon will the Archbishop of Canterbury be compelled to
enter the case, since he has been robbed of h;; possess ions after the
appeal? Should not everything be restored to him befo:ehand and complete
pec¢ce be made? BShould not the rest of the matters be tended to which
are prescribed by those who have ever so carefully investigated the canons
in this regard? 3Surely, more than ten thousani nmarks were subsequentl&
stolen from him 2nd his household, and without restitution of these by no
law can he be forced to appear even if anything should belong to those who
pfosecute him, The scope of this request is ever so wide for the use

ﬁ -
of your discretion (you are better acquainted with the reasons) to persuade
him, 1f it can be done, thromgj the Archbishop of Cologne to ceazse
from wreaking havoc and from his acts of brigandage, &nd not to increase

the restrictions of his efforts for the advantages of the opponents. The

32
3ishop of Chichester recently attacked this very thing, intimating to

30 Cardinal of St. Peter ad Vincula
31 Cardinsl Henry of Pisz; but the one who actually was sent was Otho,

‘Cardinal of St. Nicholas, in carcere Tulliano
32 Hilary, 1147-1169 '
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the king t@at he might help the Archbishop of Canterbury more tham any man.
ithen he asked him how, he answered: "Because by the same repeated acts of
violence, numerous and great as they‘were, which you justified, you
gtrangled his cause amd your own justice as well, if there had been any.
You even give him advice and help—you forcé him to take into exile with
him either the better clerics or some of the better ones, and you do not
allow them to return.”" The king was moved by‘this and with sighs he
protested his solicitude fof them, but the vehemence of the indignation
he felt did not permit him to grasp the situation. Regarding these things,
beccuse at one time you esteemed the King of France as & friend, and
because you know not what the day to come may bring for‘bh,53 I would advise
you to pacify‘him with something, if he took offence at‘your departure, or
jure him on more with little gifts, if he had remcined true in a lasting
friendships. But there is nothiﬁg 50 capable of reconciling him, the entire
Church of France, and even the Church of Rome with yourself than if they
heard that you give testimony to the truth as you ought (which is in keeping
with a phiiosopher,_eSpecially & Christian one versed in both laws), and
that you prefer to honor neither the wealth of Croesus nor any kind of
allurements For if & moral philosopher, and & pagan at that, said in
hisg praisgworfhy commendation of literature that

34
Seldom is & poet's heart set on gain,

33 Prov. 27.1
34 Hor. Ep. 141.119-120
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will it not be shomeful for a philesopher, an advocate of righteousmess,
& herald of the Gospel to0 be obsessed by the goods of the world which &
pagah poet holds in contempt? But I place my hope in the Lord, that to you,
in your devotion, He will grant the opportunity that either by way of
suggestion, or inguiry, or any other way, accd?ding as He knows how to help
us, you might be able without detriment to yourself whisper 2 word into
the ears of the princes, for the sake of trutfu‘fbr your own safety and
that of the others, and the spirit of your Father will help it advance.
Mey it not hinder you, if you see anything blemeworthy in the Church of
Rome. You remember in the Gospel that the faithful were commanded not to
imitate the works of those sitting in the seat of Moses, but to fulfill
their teaching in their own works.35 FParewell! 4and remember me, ﬁho am .

always mindful of you &s befits a friend.

35 Matt, 23.2

——
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192 John to MRster Gerard Pucelle «

SUMMARY: John &sks Gerard Pucelle for the latest news from Cologne about
Frederick Barbarossats expedition to Italy (October 1166), and
inguires for information about the oracles and visions of St.
Hildegard, for he is curious to know whether anything had been
revealed to her touching the duration of the present schism.
This letter may be dated about the middle of October 1166,

John mentions thet he had but lately writtem to Gerard, and the
letter referred to may be letier 191, which is dated October 1,
1166,

Although I wrote to you recently about thebmatters that seemed im-
portant at the time, yet I think that after the mamner of a languid
friendship correspondence does come to & stop, especially when on any
occasion whatsoever, the opportunity for conversation presents itself,
Since, indeed, there is the wellufknown adage, "Lovers h&ve no scarcity of
words; and slavish souls, no shortage of camplaintse™ But as much as
silence is recommended as profitable for those in religious profession to
cultivate righteousness, so much, indeed, is it blamed for producing and
bringing about the death of love. Since from on high I have been granted
the advantage of & messenger, the stimulus of love urges me, therefore, to
inguire by mail whether your status has been changed again one way or
another, and whether you later received any positive news about the

2
emperorts expeditiqn,l and about your friend, the Archbishop of Cologne.

May God convert them, if they have been predesin’.ned.',:5 and after they have

1l Prederick Barbarossa's expedition to Italy which set out in October
1166 to subdue Italy amd to place the anti-Pope Paschal III on the
chair of Peter

2 Rainold of Dassel

3 Rome 8413
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been established in oneness with the Church by suitablé fruits of p‘énance,4
may He grant them pardon. And after they have been cleansed, may He lead
them to life and through life, Otherwise, let the Most High‘and the merci-
ful and gracious Lord5 break the rod of His a.nger,6 lashing the people in
indignation, reproving the Church with‘bitterﬁzhastiSemenf.7 Aboutvmy own
gtatus I can write nothing new, becawse in my regard no change ha‘s been
made, But the friend I was to you at your depgrture, with the help of God,
I shall remain, wherever I may be and wherever you may live. Nor have I

" any doubt that you, in your ardor, will be ' ready to work for my advantage
too, if the occasion'éfiSes. Moreover, we shall be able to assist one
another more effectively, if we take care to be guided more carefully by
philosophy, to the study of which we have devoted quite considerable time,
nemely, to put orders into effect rather than juggle around meaningless
terms. For philosophical truth seeks after, tends to, armd follows up real
things, not wofds; and for & long time you were aware tiat I was never .#'
satigfied with the 0pinion that it deals merely with terminology. Not the
hearers of words,7 nor the heralds, but the doers are just in the sight of
'God."And it is the most posifive proof of a sound philosophy, when &
person checks fhe stimuli of the flesh amnmd thwarts the attack of every

fortune with the weapon of virtue. Friend, we are in the fining-pot of

4 Luke 3.8
5 Ps. 110.4
6 Is., 10.5
7 James 1,22
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the Lord.;8 with His help, let us ve wige in patience, for "the lesrning of
& man is kﬁown by patience."9 In the future, if you pleage, inform me of
anything new you find in the plundered treasure-chests; if nothing else
which our country-men lack turns up, at least the visions ani prophecies
of that famous and renowned Saint Hildegardlaﬁare in your posséssion. She
gtands high in my estimation anl I revere her, because His Lordship Eugene:u
was quite closely united to her by & special Eend of qharity. Meke & more
careful investigation and write back whether she had any ?evelation about
the end of this schism. PFor in the days of the saintly Eugene she foretold
that he would not h&v; any peace or good will in the city until in his last
days. But I beseech you ardently to guard the affairs of Saint Bemy12 a8

you would guard my soul,

8 Prov, 27.21

9 Ibid., 19.11

10 ( 1179) Abbess of the monastery of St. Rupert, Bingen. Cf. letter 144,
note to line 52,

11 Pope Eugene III, 1145~1153

12 The Abbey of St. Remy at Rhelms, where John lived during his exile,
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193 John to Master Gerard Pucelle .

SUMMARY s John acknowledges Gerard Pucelle's letter, warns him of the
dangers of consorting with the Cologne schismatics, begs him to
do all in his power to end the schism, and &ssures him that
Archbishop Thomas is not responsible for enkindling the king of
France's indignation against him. The letter was written some
time toward the emd of 1166, for John mentions Frederick Barbaro
gsa's expedition against Italy, which began in October 1166.

I recently received.ffom you a letter bubbling over with piety and
leaming. The more attentively I re-read it, the more bitterly I grieve
that the comfort of your company has—been teken away from us. Moreover,
while the whole letter is most praiseworthy because of its own elegance as
well as the esteem and reverence of your name, that is especially grati--
fying what you wisely and (I hope) truthfully inserted at the bottom of the
letter——that after carefully considering the contents of my letter, you
gaid, did, anl wrote whatever ought to be said, c}one and written. I,
however, could never be convinced tat in such a critical moment for your
safety you would omit any of the things that happened, and by receiving
the filthy exchange of fleeting riches for your soul, that you would wish
to lose not only the nsme of philosopher but (what is far more deadlﬁ) to
toss aside the convictions of a Christian. Far be this, O esteemed Sir,
far be this from your judiciousness amd integrity that for the sake of
temporal gain you would place yourrlot with the schismatics, and ever so -
rashly and shamelessly take away some of the condemnation of Jericho,1

-which may turn unto destruction and death for the camp of the Lord of hostsd

1 Josue 6,26
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And, of course, to side with your point of view, and, in fact, wilth the
authority of the Catholie Church while grain is mixed with chaff and the
good with the bad, and Jesus strives for the fulfillment of the commandments
of Moses and for the furthering of the distribution of predetermining
grace, there is an &nathemaz in the midst of“Israel, on account of which
meny are perishing; and those who have been pre-ordained are crowned more
gloriously after their vietories. Hence, evgn the ship of Peter is often
lashed by all kinds of billows, while the Lord sleeps,° as it were; but
because it has confidence in Christ, its Pilot, it always sails to & port
of safety, Nor are you unaware that even in your midst, I refer to the
Church of Cologne, there not only lurks an anathema, having, as it were,
some reverence for God and regard for mén, but it even rages armi vents its
fury against God and against the unity 6f fhe Church, especially when
almost the whole world is aware of how maliciously the Archbishop of
Cologne4 always despised.the Church, how he enkindled and fomented the .«
schism as far as it lay in his power——that one who usurped the Church

of Cologne, the greatest among the locusts of the beast, whose'power is on

their tongues and in their tails.5 For the schism had ended, and your

2 Jbide, 7413

S Matt, 8,24

4 Rainold., If it had not been for his implacable enmity towards
Alexender III the schism would have ended with the death of the
anti=pope Victor IV at Lucca in April 1164, But he immediately
secured the election of another anti-Pope, Cardinal Guy of
Crema, who took the name of Paschal III.

5 Apoce 9,10, 19; "Beast" here refers to Frederick Barbarossa
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tyrant hE@ intended to grant peace to the Church, if the Archbiskop of
Cologne did not still goad him on against the Church, so that by mutual vow
they are trying_ to smff out not only the life of the Supreme Pontiff but
even to blot out the dignity of Peter, saying: "Let us bind the just one,

6 we want no knowledge of the ways of God,

because he is not for our turn;
for we recognize no king but ca.esar."7 With that in mind (as they say)
they set out for Itf:‘.lyB to intrude the heresjf.rch of Crema into the chair
of Peter, and to imprison, depose, or murder the vicear of Christ, But
prayer is made without ceasing by the Church unto God for him,9 so that he
need have no excessive fear of the "two tails of the smoking firebrarxis,"lo
Frederick and Rainold, who making flesh their &u‘m,l1 cease not from
blespheming holy Israel, Surely, where human help is lacking, the divine
comes to the agsi étgnce of the Church in her needs. Let no one guard his
erroi' by an apology worded deceitfully, anl let no one approve of his own
excesses, because God is not moclced.lz He does not judge according to thi
sight of the eyes nor act according to the hearing of the e&rs,13 but in
Jjustice does he judge the wo rld.M And in behalf of the meek he condemns

15
the wicked, punishes the more powerful with greater mightls and with the

6 Wisdom 2,12

7 John 19,15

8 This was in October, 1166
9 Lcts 12,5

10 Is, 7.4

11 Jer, 17.5

12 Gal, 6.7

13 Ts, 11.3

14 Ps, 9.9; 95.14
15 Ta, 1l.4

16 WIsdom 6.7
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perverse pefverts. tl;em.l7 This is the reasm why I beg you ever se ardeni-
ly to act more pressingly in the things you are doing, by saying, writing,
doing what, through the wisdom given you by the Lord, you have learned to
be of importance for the closing of this schism, so that your conscience
may rest more easy in the sight of God and yoii’r reputation may grow to its
fu.llest strength in the sight of your neighbor. As for the rest, (that I
may speek from my own knowledge) you have copcgived an unjust suspicion

. about the Archbishop of Canterbury and his household, because (and I weighed
the matter as carefully as possible) you ought in charity to have complete
confidence in him and in them. Do not impute the indignation of the King
of France to them but to yourself, TFor without his knowledge you departed,
as he complains, while he was only two leagues away from you. He is all the
more provoked, because while he has esteened you as & very close friend of
his, you passed hini by as if on the way to the rivals of the Xing of Francey
particularly on the way to the schismatic Archbishop of Cologne, who not
only persecutes the Church of God, but was even wont to address this very
one in impudent, Jjeering temms as & kinglet:18 .(a.s he heard). But since you
took it to heart, I have no doubt that this most Christian prince in his

kindness will make peace with you.

17 Pse 17,27
18 The kings of France were styled: "Rex regum et regum terrarum
altissimus et ditissimus,"
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194 Gerard Pucelle %o Archbishop Thomas Becket

SUMMARY: This letter was probably written by Gerard Pucelle, for it was
- sent from Cologne. In it the writer expresses his approval of

Archbishop Thomas' answers to the letters of appeal from the
English clergy anmd King Henry, warns the archbishop about the
two cardinals who were to form the papal cammission, and gives
him the latest news from Germany. . The letter can be placed in
November 1166, for Gerard writes that illness had prevented
Archbishop Reinold of Cologne from Jjoining Frederick Barbarossa's
expedition against Italy, andi that he would be unable to join it
before winter set in,

I had planned not to write to your Paterﬁity; becsuse the interchange
of your letters has been denied me. But considering your prudent foresight,
I approve the zeal of your consideration in not writing more than I would
any certain, friendly though it be, condescension in writing. For sons
must be induced to serve their fathers more by deed than by invitation,
more by facts.than by words, more by kindness than by honeyed phrases; o,
indeed, according to the laws of the world, sons must be drawn on by
obedience to their fathers, not forced by obligatory contracts. But after
sgeing the letterl you gent to the King of England and the one sent to
your suffragens, I rejoiced with exceeding joy for the fervor and righteous
zeal with which you are inflamed for the Church of God; %because at least
in this dangerous period there is someone who, for the damage done the
Church, for the members of “hrist, which He Himself redeemed with His own

glorious Blood, does not‘hesitate to draw his sword with blessed Peter2

" 1 For Thomas' letter to the English clergy cf. Becket Materials
50490
2 NMatt, 26.51; Luke 22,38
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for Christ's name against the servants of iniquity, the enemies of ¥ruth,
and the persécutors of the Christian name, I 40 praise your zeal &nd your
plan; I praise the sgtrictness of your severity and constancy exercised
ageinst the disreputable customs. But I do heed what has been written:
When the head becomes wan, the rest of thg members become weaks
I call attentiog to your Suffragans, who deserted on the day of the war, in
fact, they lifted their disobedient necks end cgnsidered themselves your
0ppoﬁents. What, therefore, will anyone do alone, if he has no one to
help him or work with him? But if the Lord be for us,4 no one will gain
ground against us. For He will reject the devices and unjust schemes of
the bishops of England, and He will bring to nought the counsels of the
prince.5 The Xing of Bngland, howsver, wrote to His Lordship of Gologne6
that Henry of Pisa7 and William of Pavias would come to France to make new
denands so that from everywhere they may scrape and collect together the
wherewithal to maintain Pope &lexemier in the city. As you know, the one
is fickle and inconstant; the other, tricky and deceitful; and both of them
are greedy and avaricious; and so bribes will easily blind them, and they

will be inclined to all kinds of injustice. When I heard of their detesta~-

———n

3 Joseph Morawski, Proverbes francais anterieurs au XVe siecle, no., 191:
"Cui 1i chies dieut, tui 1i membre 1i falent.™

4 Rom. 8.51

5 PS. 32010

6 Rainold of Dassel, 1159~1167

7 Cardinal of SS Nereus et Achilleus, He did not make the journey;
Cardinal Obtho of St. Nicholas in carcere Tulliano was chogen
instead,

8 Cardinal of St. Peter ad Vincula
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ble &rriva;, I immediately began to grow terribly afraid that thetr
presence would greatly harm our cause, and that they would not blush to
regain the good-will of the King of Englend at the price of your blood and
that of your followers. So, i auggesf that matters be so handled through
the King of France and the Ciétérciané, thatﬁéven if they wish, they will
be unable to act berversely in this regard. Nevertheless, have confidence
in the justice that is yours, anl may a solidifaith based on & poéitive
hope bolster you up. For Pope Alexarnder will doubtlessly hold sway; for
the son of the Sicili&n? having been established in the kingdom of his
father, will help him in his every wish; and the evident protecting rod of
God rages furiously in the midst of the princes of Gemmany., Many of the

10 but the

princes have now entered an alliance sgainst the Duke of Saxony;
emperor is trying to quell this., The Archbishop of Cologne has even gone

t0 the side of the opponents, breaking off the association he had with the
Duke. But even the Archbishop of Cologne, after assembling his soldiers
and being prepared to drive into Italy,ll was seized with a double tertian
fever and is so sick that it is quite certain he cannot go before winter

sets in. But he promised me in this illness of his that, if he will not go

to Italy, whether the emperor goes'or not, he will submit to the counsel

of the Cistercians and of the King of France and your counsel, too,

9 King William II of Sicily who succeeded to the throne in 1166 after the
death of his father, William I, on May 7, 1165. His mother, the Regent,
meintained frienmdly relations with Alexamder III and was antagonistic
foward Frederick Barbarosse,

10 Henry the Lion, Duke of Saxony anml Bavaria.

11 . Rainold aft joined the edition and commanded &
8§t233§ % 6€he arén hat a%%wckeg ﬁmme. The gx%y'was cap ured but a
g ague deXastaEegs rigerlck's forces and Rainold was among the vietims,

8 7y
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regardihg the making of peace with Pope Alexander; ani he proposes to
arrange it .1n such & way that he might in some wey be forced to do it by
his clergy. I write this to you as to a father and superior in con-
fession that it might be & secret with you until we see if the matter will
have some effect, If I sh&ll. be free of my o%ligations, I shall return
even if I am not summoned by you. But in the meanwhile, if I am given
to understamd that you need me for something, *I shall always be ready to

return. Farewell!
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195 ‘ John to Archdeszcon Baldwin of Exeter ¢

SUMMARY: After expressing his disappointment at receiving no letters from
Baldwin, the Archdeacon of Totnes, John writes & bitter attack
against the English bishops, and especially against their
leader, Bishop Gilbert Foliot of London, who is credited with
composging the letter of appeal against Archbishop Thomas, Cfe
Becket Materials 5.,408. He also gnswers the charges which were
‘brought against Thomas by Gilbert Foliot in his letter to the
Archbishop. Cf, Becket Materials 5.512. The letter may be
placed late in 1166, for John mentions that it is now two years
since Thomas was forced to appeal to the Pope. This was done at
Sens in November 1164, In ma.nuscr,ipts A and Q the letter is
addressed to Baldwint's Bishop, Bartholomew of Exeter,

After béing kept in anxious and interminable suspense, and burning
with feverish impatience, we looked forward to the arrival of our messenger,
hoping that on his return we would be cheered by the solicitude of our
friends at least by & comforting letter; but, of course, it happenei other-
wige, since he did not briné back a jot or a tittle.l We do not say this
to reproach our friends with a lack of charity or with negligence. For we
conclude that they are being oppressed so much the more bitterly that they
are the more wary of bewailing their hardships. For they are being floggé;.
like boys, whom the severe tagkmasters force to make their tears return
behind their eyelids and to the hidden source of their flow, after these
tears hed been brought on by a fit of pain and squeezed out by a lashing.
Farthemore, we did take into consideration the hagards of our position,
the gvils of the times, the weskness of the Church, and the fury of the
persecutor; but, on the other hand, we had hopes because iniquity which

adheres to the talent of le&.d2 cannot stand &t the peak for a long ’cime,:3

1 Matt,5.18
2 Zach, 5.7-8
3 Luc&n, Phars. 1,70
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and the Amorrhite4 is more speedily and forcefully being smitten and

thrown to the depths of the earth, when the ripened malice breaks forth.
We, therefore, sympathize with our friends and deplore the desolation of
the Church in the kingdom of England; armd we wonder wherelthe zeal of 80
many religious and learned men has disappeargd, since no watchman steps
forward in accord with the prophetic warning and dares to denounce to the
wicked man his wictkedness from the mouth of tfe Lord.5 The wicked, there-
fore, before the face of the watchmen go down a2live into hell,6 g0 that
their‘biood may justly amd rightly be requited of the watchmen, because
they kept silent.7 But why do we claim that they must be punished because
of their silence? Surely, it is becsuse some of them saw the thief and

ran along with him,8 in fact, they ran ahead of him, acting as leaders and
teachers and plunged him headlong into robbery and plunder, and they place
their 16t with the wicked in any gort of iniquitous creed. Of these, your
archisynagogus9 and those, who seemed clothed in the best gold10 amd ap=-
peared as pillars of the Church, were the first to embrace the dung.ll

Thg Lord had given them silver and gold,lz ané as He himself laments through

the prophet, “From it they formed Baal, since they revere man more than Godﬂ

4 Josue 24.18

5 Ezeche 33

6 Num, 18,30

7 Bzech .., 33.6

8 .P8s 49,18 ,

9 Gilbert FPoliot, Bishop of London, 1163-1188
10 Leme 4.2

11 Tvid., 4.5

12 Osee 2.8

4
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worship anmdl serve & cresture rather than the Creator, nld

14

This, @& the
holy 4postle teaches,”~ is the most accurate and certain definition of
idolatry, For what each one worships before all else congtitutes for him

e god, so0 that the one who is enslaved to lust shows his preference for
Venus, while another in quest of gifts and bPibes thrusts himself into |
trickery and brigandage and shows his veneration for Lavern&,ls & third
blown up with wind inhabits the land of Meroz;'6 on the summit of Babylon,
and s8till another, groveling after gluttony, appears as & hog of-Epicurus.M
What is written of such, "that their God 18 their belly and their glory is
in their s:heuane,"l8 perhaps by an extended application is referred to the
other vices too., Thus, even in the Gospel, the Truth teaches that one
cannot serve God and mammon &% the same time,lg and that whoever wishes to
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God, The doctor of the
Gentiles proclaims and says that "if I wished to please men, I s_hou.ld not

20 am "those who please men have been confoundeg“

because God hath despised them."zl But very different is the opinion of

be the sérva.nt of Christ,"”

the archisynagogus ani his accomplices. By & tricky interpretation of the
words they twist the law to suilt their own whims, not to correspond with
the intention of the law-maker; they do not wish their understanding of it

to agree with his, but in every way possible they try to make what suits

13 Iss 44.15
14 Rom, 1.25
15 Hor: Epe 1o16460
%’? Judges 5012-34 16
EE- _E_EQ L )
18 Phili. 319
19 Matt. 6424
20 Gale 1610

21 Fs. 52.6
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them seem to harmonize also with the divine law. He claims there 25 no
need of fighting for the freedom of the Church. But 0 false and deceitful
hypocrisy, whither art you tending? for what purpose do you instigate
heresies and schisms? Were not the people invited to the freedom of God
from the very birth of 1egislation? And was th Egypt more unbearadbly
oppressed by plagues,22 because she presumed to keep the Church in slavery
by reason of an ancient custom which came dowy from her ancestors and held
sway for almost three hundred years? Did not the Machabees meritoriously
and devoutly lay down thelr most holy lives as martyrs for the freedom of
their brethren? Did not David prostrate the Philistine with the stones he
had gﬁthered up from the brook and put into his shepherd's script,?3 80
thet he might free the forces of the amies of the Lord from the yoke of
unjust slavery and from disgrace to relizion? But why cite a few meagre
examples? Almost all Scripture, which is arranged into stories, is filled
with such records of illustiious heroes. Indeed, there are two causes which
men protect most passionately ami hold close to their hearts——the one is
the cause of liverty, and the other is the cause of religious faith. Yet
the cause of faith is considered the more excellent and undoubtedly the more
righteous, 80 &uch 50, in fact, that even men of pagen religion deem this as

the most steadfast. For even Achab, who evidently was wicked, when the King

- of Syria wanted to subject him to slavery, unhesitatingly offered the king
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gilver and gold, his slaves ani handmaids, 2ll kindé of goods, his wife,
his ow sons band daughters, amd at last even hinself, And for the sake

of the divine law alone was he unafraid to enter into a conflict. For when
the king desired -to search the house to tear aswider the law, Achab with=
gtood him amd he gained & victory, because, eve'?x though otherwise wicked,
at least in this matter he honored the Lord.24 For what cause, therefore,
is there a religious conflict, if not to preserv‘e the law of God? This,
namely, forbids iniquity and enjoine upon all the shepherds of the Church
to punish all disobedience, But perhaps the archisynagogus knows of some
iniquity which God does not forbid, or which He might not want censured

by the shepherds of the Church, and if possible, intrustéd to the rod of
punishment. Of this kind of iniquity, of course, Moses and the Doctor of
Centiles were unaware, But he offers as an excuse that John rebuked Herod
in a spirit of genfleness, declaring that it was unlawful for him to misuse
his lﬁing brother'As wife.25 In this assertion, of course, he secks congo= -
lation not so much for his ignorance as for his cowardice, since it is
evident that there John dld not play the part of a pontiff, on whom rests
the obligation of correcting t’ransgressions, but the part of a herald with
tidings, whose only task was 1;0 announce the things which must be done and
to reprove vice., Heli, it is true, reproved his sc;ns,‘?'6 but with the kind-

ness and mildness of a father rather than with the austerity amd juris~
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diction of a pontiff, Therefore, for every point of the divine law we must
fight, =nd we must rise up against the powers, aml we must overwhelm with
ell our strength wiatever is opposed to charity, which is the fulfillment of
the 1aW.27 But evidently to prefigure the priesthood God decreed that the
tribe of Levi was free of public functions and subject to the designs of the
High Priest alone, as we read in the Book of I\It;m'l’ners..‘?'8 Also Abisthar, who
had resisted ‘the Holy Spirit in the designs ofPavid, after being removed
from the priesthood, escaped the sentence of death for the reason that he
had camied the ark, aml because of the privilege of his previous office in

9

gsafety, he awaited the day of his death.2 But if the clergy succeeds not

the Tribe of Levi in ifs p'rivilege’s, then the &postle‘ ig untmstworthy,go
anmi all the seriptural exegetes are liars, From this it ought to be clear
t0 everyone that most righteous is the cause of those who fight for the
freedom of the Church, and regard the law of God as more precious than
wealth, in fact, even more precious then their own lives, But perhaps -

someone will say: "What about the case of your own Archbishop of Canterbury

3
who was delinquent in the cause of the Church at Clarendon 1 and when

27 Rom, 13410

28 Num, 3-4

29 B Kings 1, 2426

30 Hebs 7

31 The Council held at Clarenmdon, & royal hunt ing lodge near
Salisbury, January 13-28, 1164, The Archbishop Thomasz first
agreed to obey the Constitutions, but later refused his seal

to the documente
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gummoned to the trial involving money ma.tters?za

Fully aware of the
injustice in the matter of rights and distrustful of their deceitful
tricks, to some extent by zfga.sh‘and shameless sublterfuge he admitted, then
he fully approved of their injustice, and justified the opposite side.,"
Yes, let the fact staml that he was delinguent. May God be kind to those
bishops who goaded him on to this, and to those cheats who lured him into
it since it was & rightful amd abiding fear and  one that might come upon
the staunchést of men. His' letter is being semt to you; in it he redeems

himself in part. His transgression grieved him, he confessed and merited

absolution from His Holiness the Pope, who understood the case, and he

32 This was at the Council of Northampton, October 8-13, 1164,
wither Thomas had been summoned by Henry to answer charges brought
against him by John Fitz Gilbert, marshall to the Empress Matilda.
John had brought an action in the archbishop's court concerning
the manor of Pageham, Sussex, the property of the archbishop, and
when the suit seemed to be going against him, he appealed to
Henry, Ordered to appear at Westminster, Thomas pleaded illness,
but sent his representatives.  The enraged Henry then cited him
at Northampton, and the case agssumed the light of lese majeste. During
the course of the trial its complexion changed entirely when Henry
suddenly demanded of Thomas three hundred pounds received by the
archbishop from the wardenship of Eye and Berkhamstead, five hundred
which he said had been lent to him dur ing the Toulouse war {(1159),
five humdred more which he claimed had been borrowed from the
Jews on the royal security, and more still; in all, 44,000 Marks
of silver were demamied {c¢f., Becket Materials 6.,271), and this
in spite of the quittance Thomas had received when he was made
archbishop. Some of the bishops went security for Thomas, but
after fruitless negotiations he realised that there was no appeasing
the king, and he fled to Flanders on NoY¥ember 2, 1164, appearing be-
fore the Pope at Sens shortly afterwards.
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requested that the Pope free the Church of England from these unlawful
and extorted obligatioms, therefore; those who followed him, as they say,
in hig fault, why do they not imitate hiﬁ in his penance, his admission of
guilt, and his atonement? Do they prefer to remain in their f£ilth rather
tn&n’arise from it, be cleansed, and restore&ﬁto their fommer rank? But
he feared the case involving mohey (as they object)e This is, indeed,
untrue, But he feared ratﬁér the lawlessness of the judges, who condemned |
him unjustly, ever ready to render justice in &ccord with the tyrant's
whims; andAin this did God spare our generation shame that there were more
tningé the tyrant was ashamed to decree than they were to execu:l:e..s"3 They
were &ll Bala.a.mites,S4 saheming how they would revile and doom the cause
which the Lord blessed, They urged that evil be done so good might come

of it,ss and that destructive measures against property and divine law

be pemitted for the sake of mitigating the madness of the oppressor.

Wﬁat was held as certain was now called into doubt, so that in everyone's
mind bounced around that quip, "I know, I don't know."™° For who was
unaware that the king set'his chancellor free of all édministrative
responsibility that he might rule over the Church of Canterbury? Who was
unaware with what insistence he entreated the apostolic see for the pallium

for him? Most everyone knows what he later promised so that the customs

33 Lucan, Phars. 3¢111-112: "quod Caesar plura iubere erubult
quam Roma pati."

34 2 Peter 2,15

35 Rom. 38

36 Ter. Bun. 818




125,

(which he cells immemorial, but in reality are immoral) be accepfed. The
archbishop, nevertheless, because of malice of the calumniator, due to the
lawlessness, simplicity, or designs of the judges (since he had not ap-
peared when called) was forced to appear in court and meke satisfaction
(since he was the owner of a very vast estag;) 80 that he could hardly
obtain a one-day'truce for del iberation because of & very severe‘illness-

~ But ﬁhey condemned him beforehand with an unjust verdict, which the
apostolic see revoked, when the case was studied, and we have in our
possession the privilege of this revocation. So could he not and should
he not have regarded these Judues with suspicion? But perhaps the claim
will be made that they should have passed sentence not in accord with their
feeling but according to pleas: of the pgrtles; because even the Lord did
not condemn Judas, whom He knew to:be a traitor, amd He forgave the woman
taken in adultery,'when no one came forward to accuse her.37 Thus, also
to illustrate our point there is a saying, "As I hear, so I judge;"as -
But actuslly the word hear is put there for the word urderstard, sb that
according to the way reasons sway his mind a judge may make a decision,
sometimes using facts, sometimes suppositions that a just and innocent man
&ay never be condemned by feeling, even though & multitude may seem to
favor the opposite side. For it has been written, "The innocent amd just

man thou shalt not put to death: because I abhor the wicked," 39 ang

37 John 8,10 -
38 Ibide, 5.30
39 Ex, 23,7
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elsewhere "Thou shalt not follow the multitude to do evil; neither «halt
thou yield in judgment to the opinion of the most part, to stray from the

p&tho n0

If he should pass sentence contrary to conscience, especially
when it is to the detriment of an innocent man, he sins most gravely,
because the Apostle says, "All that is not of ?aith is sin."41 Solomon
in the case of the harlots, using an argument of probability, éondemned
the one who 1ied;42 and Daniel in freeing Sus&g?a, revealed the malicious-
negs of the priests by means of suppositions¢43 But if the judges had the
required ardor in the cause of the Archbishop of Canterbury, if they had
exercised the diligence prescribed by law, if in their verdict they had
consulted the Scriptures, if they had not shown partiality beyoni measure
and righteousness to the king he who ;ejected their judgment, could perhaps
be fittingly arraigned. But where madness holds sway over all things,
what room could there be for reason amd for right? The anointed of the
Lord was led before the ruler, and the chiefs, scribes, ani pharisees had
agsembled against him;44 and surely, that ruler was more cruel than the
governor by whom Christ was condemned. For Pilate went through the casge
looking carefully for some pretext whereby the accused Christ might be set
free; but this 6ne was anxious and careful that the anointed one, though

innocent, be found guilty and condemned. Pilate, not to have Christ

punished by any verdict of his, sent Him off to Herod, where He was an

40 Ibid,, 23.2
41 Rom. 14423

42 3 Xings 3.16

43 Dan, 13

44 Matt, 26457; 27
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o'b,je‘ct of scorn, dressed in & white garment, and sent back again. «But

here everything possible was done that the anointed one might in no way go
frees Let & man say, who loves truth and who dares to say it before God,
to Whom in a sever® judgment he will render an account of his testimony,
yes, let him say, if he dares, that the archbfshop at that trial was not
treated with malice as far as his calumniator aml his accomplices were
concerned; that he was not treated deceitfully*ard unjustly by the judges;
that he was not treated shamefully amd disgraéefully ag far as the honor
of the Church was concerned, and he will return to the trial, after receiv—
ing fitting security. Therefore,let an upright anmd prudent man say this,
and he will easily have his suggestion heeded. It is not believable that
even that archisynagogus of yours holds any different 6pinion, even though
he is not ashamed to preach the contrary; but let him amd all his associsteq
rejoice with suéh steadfast ill will as their conscience tells them that
there the archbishop was treated justly ani in accord with the dignity of
the Church of God, and let all those, who agree with the archisynagogus,
be afflicted by the same plight. Therefore, because the archbishop had
once obtained an unjust comdemnation, and saw a wc;rse one hanging over him
because of the wiciousness of the progsecutor ami the instability of the
Judges, he refused their verdict, transferring his case to the one who by
God was congtituted the judge of all the faithful, and he visited the
place which was specially designated for settling all cases of priests,
This designation was not made by imperial or canon law, but by the authori=

ty of God Himself, saying through Moses; "If thou perceive that there be
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among you & hard and doubtful matter in judgment between blood and blood,
cause and cauge, leprosy and non-leprosy, go up to the place which the
Lord shall choosge, to the priests of the Leviticallrace and to the judge
that shall preéide at that time, and thou shalt do whatever he shall say
to you amd thou shalt follow the sentence of“the priests., But he that will
be proud and :efuse fo obey the commamiment of the priest and the decree

of the Jjudge who ministereth at that time to ghe Lord, that man shall die,
and thou shalt teke away the evil from Israel¢"45 "Note that he excepts
neither any case or any perscm‘from the Jjudgment of the priests, although
the priests make their deciéion in one way'by'themselves and in another
wey thwugh the instrumentality of their ministers who take the place of
the Church. Was the statement not made to Jeremias in the person of the
priesthood just as the doctors of the Church faithfully teach: "Lo, I have
set thee this day over the nmations ard over kingdoms, to root up and to
waste and to destroy, and to build up ard to plant?“46 What transgression,
therefore, did His Lordship of Canterbury commit, if he did appeal, if he
méde provisiors for himself, if he forgave the bishops who again had to
pags a faulty judgment resulting in his condemnation ami dngréce, or
suffer the blow of the king's indignation? The Lord knows and let Him

47
pass judgment on how the opposing party, who started the appeal themselves,

45 Deut. 17.8-12

46 Jer. 1l.10
47 The English clergy had appesled against the Archbishop at Northampton

on July 6, 1166
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prosecuted the case, what moderation and sincerity they assumed teward the
Church and their odponent, You cannot be unaware of this either., Anyone
can fool himself and can construct devices against his own soul, but

surely "God is not mocked."48 Two years have already elapsed49—-time,
ramely, helpfu.l to those who make the appeal,;’and after that 1a.pse of time
sentence has been passed favorable to the faction of His Lordship of
Canterbﬁry, even fhough the execution of thiségentence is delayed due to
the handling of certain matters, 3But already everyone who fears God is
convinced that the archbishop and his party have been banished unjustly.
For by what right was the revenue of the clerics coﬁfiscated?ao And what
patience was displeyed by the bishops of the Church when the furnishings

of the altar of Christ were freely exposed to the vandals of the Church?
Wihat sort of justice sent innocent victims into exile regardless of their
rank or profession, their age or their sex? Who ever tore asunder those

in wedlock with such utter heartlessness? 4nd yet the bishops bear -
testimony to the guililessness ard righfeousness of 2 man who does these
things, so that to their owmn shame anl destruction they do not blush in
seying amd writ ing that the "king deems it & gracious favor, when admonlshed

51

to amend any offence against Gode" Therefore, either in their opinion he

is not committing anythimg wrong, or they disloyally deny him the homage

48 Gal, 6,7

49 ﬁgs‘ye&rs from Thomas' appesl to the Pope at Sens would date this
letter November, 1166. Cf. Becket Materials 3.340 ff

50 At Marlborough on December 26, 1164, Henry hed ordered the banishment

of all of Thomas' relatives and the confiscation of all benefices and
properties of the archbishop's clerks. Cf. Becket lMaterials 3,75

51 Cf. The bishops! letter of appeal, Becket Materials 5,412

S
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he enjoys and to which he ig entifled, or they openly lie agsinstethelr own
neads; °° because "The mouth that belieth killeth the soule"5° There is no
one who dares tell him what is expedient for the listener as well as for

the one speeking. There is no one who with Moses would say: "Let the Lord's
people go with everything they possess that ‘f’hey might sacrifice to Eim in
the éteser1:."54= There is no one who would request & respit;e for a three-day
journey for the clergy carrying on under Moseg and Aaron, thet is, engaged
in worship of the law and in the ceremonies of divine sacrifice, And it is
indeed believable that if Moses and haron were present here at the gate of
the one whose innocence is being broadcast, either entrance would be abso-
lutely closed to them, or they would be denied admittance, or (a thing

they d4id not find there) they would be afflicted with physical punishment

or surely be made the objeet of scorn. Not even & Jannes and Mambres are
missing, to resist the Holy Ghost;55 Achitophel left many heirs in
possession of his recommemi.al.‘l:ioms,56 who infatuate the souls of the princej,
and bring out ard insist upon & counsel poisoned é.gainst God. For what else{
do they find to prosecute against the Archbishop of Canterbury except the
fact that he dared bear witness to the justice of God in the presence of
the kingé, and dared safeguard the law and the liberty of the Church?
Surely when he was a magnificent trifler at the court, when he seemed to

disregard the law and hold the clergy in contempt, when he chased after

52 Daniel 13.59
53 Wisdom 1.11
54 Ex, 5.1

55 2 Tim. 3.8

56 2 Kings 15.%1

e ———
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facetious frivolity with the more influential nobles, he was helds in high
esteem, was brilliant, and was the favorite of everyone, and he was the
orly one acclaimed by one aml all as most deserving of the supreme office
of bishop. 3But from the time thet he was elevated to the episcopacy, mind-
ful of his stete am of his profession, and he wanted to be & model priest
eénd preferred the guidance of the word of God to that of the people, he
loat favor with them for telling the truth aef for amendiﬁg.his life.
Would that these too might fill up the measure of their fathers,57 who‘for
like reason oppressed the prophets and the apostles, and some of them
8till persecute those who are martyrs for Christ, that is, those who bear
witness to justice and truth. What wes there in Elias that Achab and
Jezabel persecuted?58 Nemely, his religious prophetic declarations, his
defense of the faith, his starmd for righteousness, his destruction of
idolatfy, his cures for wickedness and his abolishment of crimes. Paul
and Peter would have escaped the sword of Nero, in fact, they would not
‘have even incurred his displeasure, if they hed not preached against the
licentiousness and errors of men. For no one persecuted in another the
fact that he was or was called Elias; no one inflicted punishment upon
another because he would be Peter or Paul; amd John would be safe in the
sight of Herod, if he did not say, "It is not lawful for thee to have thy

brother's wife." 59 For no 6ne has ever turned out to be such a tyrant
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that he wo.uld.» oppress nature. But by repeated and numerous exemples it

has become u.niversa.lly‘true that "Truthfulness is the mother of unpopula-
rity."so Those, therefore, who in this cause persecute the Archbishop of
Canterbury, persecute not the fact that he is Thomas, or thet he is &
Londoner by birth, or a cleric by profession, or that he is vested with
priestly rank or episcopal dignity, but because he points out to the people
of God their wickednesssl and tells them thaté the princes 'of Sodom and the
people of Gomorrha should hear and he'e-él the law of God..62 What is it,
therefore, that thquersecute? It Is evidently the spirit of the apostles
and of the prophets, the spirit of Justice amd truth, the spirit of the
Pather and of the Son, undoubtedly it is the Holy Spirit, for they detest,
abhor, and afflict what the Holy Spirit has taught through the prophets
end the apostles, And if Paul himself, or vJohn, as I have written, were
to teach here in the flesh, he would either be racked with pain or at least
be told: '"Depart from us. We desire not the knowledge of your Ways,s3 .
because you are opposed to us." God has spoken once,“ am He does not
repeat the same thing for the second time; nor does He raise the dead to
life 28 2 lesson for the living,65 since in the Church Moses anl the
prophets are 4% hend to teach the people amd be heard, And in order that

the faction, which by the word of the Lord is condemmed in accord with the

60 Ter,, Andr, 68
61 Is. 5801

62 Ts, 1,10

63 Job. 21414

64 Ps, 61.12

65 Tuke 16¢27-31
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Judgment of Moses and the prophets, may concede the victory to the ether
faction, let the ephod be brought hither66 in which truth ami Jjudgment are
made manifest, and let each one receive his reply accordingto his works.
From this plan the Archbishop of Canterbury does not turn aside, nor his
party; in fact, they hope and pray that from fhe face of the word of God,
that is, of divine law their decision might come forth, and thet in the
Lord's eyes justice might ‘:;ecome manifest. ‘If .’g‘t exacts what is contrary
to Godts law, if the»cu.stcms which are being sought in opposition to the
Church rest on the word of God, he will willingly yleld and will gladly
render satisfaction for the opposition and consternation caused the 0pp§sicg
fection; but if his case rests on God vs word, 1f the epostles and prophets
side with him, by God's grace no one will turn him or his friends away
from their conviction., TFor this is to a Christian a most just cause of
exile, for which he ought t¢ lay down not only his possessions but also

his 1ife. For now only the injustice of the customs and the justice of the|
divine law are in conflict one with the other, and no mention is made of
the czse involving payment, which, of course, was only & ruse amd not
based on any truth. Against these depravity is at work in the clothing of
a sly fox, inventing ard plotting its many schemes: but iniquity lieth to
itself,67 not heeding or disguising how sweet to a man is the bread of

lying, but afterwards his mouth shall be filled with gravel.68 But surely

66 1 Kings 30.7
67 Pse 26.12
68 Prove 20.17
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there is one thing which must surprise and afflict everyone, namely, that
those men fevile the Canterbury exiles, fof whose freedom the people of
Canterbury have vowed to undergo every adversity. For the sake of a common
freedom they dwell in a wine press,69 ard who came to their assistance?
They endeavor to free the Lord's portion from”slavery, am they who had
been on the verge of being restored‘to freedom, with longing rush back to
the flesh-pots and the garlic of the Egyptians;m They are, indeed, more
wretched then all peoples, if they are being held here in exile, oppressed,
and classed among the ignoble; if they await no solace from the Lord, if,
while they are in banishment, théir conscience promises them no réqard,
and if in their persecutions they regard not Christ as their motive. The
wisdom of the flesh,71 which balances compensation with the result achleval,
laughs them to scorn; but God comforts them in their tribulation,72 and in
the end He will repay those who pander to the world amd put pillows under
the heads of every age and cushions under every el‘t)bw,‘?3 mingling with thgﬁ v
excommunicsted, holding in ridicule the keys of the Church, and regarding
the law of God as nothing more than twaddle. We, however, offer thanks to
God for all His gifts, and especially because He has deigned to reckon us
in the number of those who suffer persecution for justicé' sake.74 From

the Hend of the Lord we have received sweetness, which we have often mis-

69 Ise 6505
70 Wume 1l¢5
71 Rom, 8.6
72 2 Core lo4
73 EZQCQ 15&18
74 Watte 5410
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uged for our own destruction; so why shall we not calmly accept the
bitterness.as medicine for the assurance of our salvation? Whether we
live or whether we die, we are the Lord's,7§ so that it rests upon our
friends to alleviate the hardship of our banishment by their prayers that
our faith fail not76 but from our afflictionﬁkight mercifully work unto

cur szlvation und unto the peace amd freedom of the Church,

76 Luke 22,322
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196 John to Nicholas, Guest Master of Mont -

St+ Jacques, Rouen

SUMMARY John expresses his gratitude to Ni;chol&é, the guest master of
Mont St. Jacgues, near Rouen, for repeated kindnesses. He
mentioneg that, eccording to some, the prospects for reconcilia—
tion are very bright, & circumstance which might help to place
the letter late in 1166, before tfe return of Henry's embassy
from Rome ani the advent of the papal commissioners., After
these events John was not of that opinion.

Justly branied with the stigma of ingratitude is one who is not
»

zroused to appreciation for charity end kindness by mindfulness of his

benefits, 4&nd, of course, his appreciat ion ought to be so much the more

profuse, when acts of kiminess have been flowing so much the more abundant=
ly and unremittingly solely from & rich vein of inborn generosity to one
who neither earnsd nor deserves then.A But, 0 esteemed Sir, whom I have
every right anmd obligation to cherish, how am I to repay your bounty by &
reciprocal exchange of generosity? I am in exile, my goods have been
confiscated, I am in the throes of poverty, I am oppressed more by the ’
hardships of my fellow exiles than by my own sufferings, and.to the things
the Church of God suffers in her afflic.t ioms "I hold that I am in no way

o strangers" But I feel that in all these things God is kind to me, &s it

is my privilege to undergo banishment willingly for the sake of Jjustice, to

accept, for the sake of faith, if necessary, the confiscation of my proper—

ty, and not to fear the hardships or be ashamed of the disgrace of poverty,

being & disciple and follower of the impoverished Christ, and assured by

1 Ter, Hesuton. Timorum. 77
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the declaration of truth itself that "our sorrow shall be tumedeinto
joy."'?' For He is faithful, amd He will not suffer Hig weak and little ones
t0 be tempted above that which they are able,3 but unto His own glory will
meke the trial of the humble turn to their advantage. But how am I, in
the meantime, going to repay you for your géherosity, O most gracious of
friends? For I camot keep secret that generosity I speak of, having
experienced it so many times myself, and whose benefits my relatives have
realized as often as they were given the opp:rtunity of enjoying the
comforts of your charity. So, because I am at present In & position to
thank you, I do earnestly express rﬁy deepest appreciation, and unhesitatingt
1y look t0 Him "in plentiful mercy"4 to reward you for your compassion, to
Whom you gave gifts 61‘ money for our use, For this is the only honorable
kind of profit, and one which the page of truth, while it condemns money
made on loans and avarice as a whole, not only forgives but even repays &
hu.nd.red—fold.5 For Solomon bears witness to this also in his proverbs,
sayings "He that hath mercy on the poor lendeth to the Lord: and He will
repay him, n6 in this life, of course, in so far as 1t will De expedient,
but in life eternal He will repay with complete retribution. 3But if divine
esteem gratified my longing to the extent that by His authority and through

my ministry God would allow me to reciprocate . to my benefactors, it would

oy

ohn 16, 20

e,

Cor, 10,13
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seem to me that I have almost completely attained the sum-total of my
earthly desires. But I do not clearly perceive what I should think about
our peace, since some claim that it is quite hopelessly out of reach,
because His Majesty the King is succeeding in his ways, while others on
the contrary maintain that he would not be dissatisfied, if an honorable
form of reconciliation were proposed. And this I would more quickly believe
because & prudent man ought to regard this eaie end abundance of his
successes ag guspicious, anmd mindful of his ways, he could not feel secure,
if he should make God his enemy by wresking havoc against the Church and
Christts poor, But with the help of God he will not do anything that will
necessarily dim the lustre of his reign, nor will he dare any venture
against God in the facility or rather falsity of his successes, being mind=-
ful that "Vain is the horse for safety‘"7 Asael surpassed the deer in
speed, a&s history tells us, and beczuse of his fleetness in running he flew
shead of the roes, but because he indulged in his fleetness too much whenl&
pursuing & fleeing enemy, his speed forced the one, who had intended to
escape his fate by fleeing, to inflict a fatal wound upon Asael as he ran
close upon his heels.B &t times Christ flees from the face of a persecutor,
but woe to the impenitent one upon whom He casts a stern eye in exasper-
ation. Give my regards to our friends at the palace, who have not been

excommunicated,

7 PSe 32,17
8 Z Kings 2.18
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197 _ John to Walter gg.l'Isle -

SUMMARY: John expresses to Walter de 1l'Isle his hope and confidence

tiet the conflict between the archbishop and the king will

soon be over, but states that he is astonished at the conduct

of Geoffrey Ridel, the Archdeacon of Canterbury. This letter

probably belongs to the same time as letter 196, late in 1166.

My protracted silenqe would rightly ségn to be indicative of an

indolent friend or of remissness, if this kind of suspicion were nof wiped
away by plausible reasons, which I leave tos§od to brush aside. It is not
expedient to mention them for the present, because they are just as
important to me as they are evident to you and manifest to the worlde
Would that the chaos which has become so deeply grounded amongst usl be
dissolved, aml peace be re-established between the kingdom and the clergy
so that, if the opportunity of visiting one another be afforded, we might
be able to manifest to one eanother the amenities of that charity which 1is
ours in the Lord. For it has not slipped my memory that, on the score of
merits, I am obligated to you as to & teacher aml a master; am you, &l=
though not indebted to me, are obliged to hold me in regard as a Christien
and a8 & friend. Yet I would not rashly claim that hez is lacking in
substential worth, whose ardent affection is enslaved to love, and whose
will, ever ready to serve, longs for nothing more avidly than that an

opportunity be prepared for him by the Lord of gratifying the desires &and

habits of his friend; for even God accepts a sincere intention in place of

1 Luke 164,26
2 John here refers to himself amdl to his desire of doing good, although

he is impeded in his desire.
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the fulfilled accomplishment, and rewards each one according to tHe in-
tensity and the exftent of his affection. I look t0 God and have confidence
in Him thet an opportunity will be given me in my sincerity, amd our tem-
pest, with God's assistance, will soon change into a gentle breezé mére
smoothly 'an:l successfully than we might beligve. Yet let these things
which I have said be taken on the strength of faith rather than of science,
because we know that God is faithful to His pgomises and only then lends
agsistamce to those ever so gloriously suf fering for His cause when human
218 hasg failed completely. 1In the meantime, the Lord tests our love for
Him, @nd if He should take His time, we must put up with it patiently,
because whichever way we regard it, without doubt "He will come and will
not delay."3 Hence, with assurance I maintain that He will soon come to
our aid, gince I know for certein that in human affeirs there is nothing
except what is of a fleebing mature, and that the glory of the world
venishes asg smoke, &md the climax of the ungodly lies in fire ami worms.é‘*
Indeed, ™the remnants of the wicked shall perish" and the salvation of the
Just must be expected from the Lord.5 For even though the wicked one be
lifted up above the cedars of Lebanon, if you should msg along the way &
little, you will clearly perceive that even when he seemed to flourish, he

wes no more, and his place will be no 1onger.6 The wisdom of the flesh
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gcoffs at these things, but surely God is not mocked,8 Who meanwhdle,
accord ing to Solomon,9 Prepares o scourge for those who mock, aml mighty
bludgeons for the backs amd the necks of those who hold him in contempt.
Purthermore, as far as humé.n opinion is concerned, it is ever so simple
and clear to you in what state we find ours;'legs, and what we have to
fear or hope for in the decision of the members of the court, But we shall
have confidence, for we are prepared for every humiliation wherein our
conscience remsins unhamed, provided we do not dishonor the divine law or
our own integrity, for when this is lost, it is betiter to die th&n conbinue
to live., We spurn no'con:iition of peace, for we are assured that it is
better to fall into the hands of menl‘O than to turn our back to the law of
God or incur the blot of wickedness. Yet, mindful of our frailty, we do
not presume to swear on the Gospels, tat it may be evident how rash it is
t0 swear by the depraved custams. 3But I am exceedingly amazed at the fact
that the Archdeacon of Canter’buryn is not working for peace himself or
through anyone else, since it is evident to him that he cannot serve God
and mammon at the same ’cvime.,12 Farewell! My brother Richard and I send
our regards to you amd your household. We convey our best wishes to the
clerics of thé chipel who were not excomrunicated specifically or because
of their participation with the others. Bémember us in your prayers; we

are mindful of you.

8 Gale 6,7

9 Prov. 19.29

10 ZRIngs 24.14

11 GeoTTrey Ridel who succeeded Thomas as Archdeacon of Canterbury and was

afterwards Bishop of Ely, 1174~1189,
12 Ma.tt 6a24
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198 John to Master Humphrey Bos «

SUMMARY:  John writes %o Humphrey Bos that all is well with him, and
complains about the embarrassing solicitude of indiscreet
friends. He pmtests that he wishes to become reconciléd with
King Henry, but only on honorable termms; and requests Humphrey
to solicit the advice of Bishop Henry of Bayeux and other friexs
about the metter of reconciliation. The letter may have been
written late inll66 when the pxoépects of & reconciliation
seemed bright.

There ig no plea that I can make, 0 friend, for the betferment of my
status, because the compassion of God works ¥nto ny good.l all the machi-
nations of men., For from & financial standpoint almost everything is going
zlong well, aml there is hope that this very thing, which seems to be
troubl esome, will bring asboat the aticinment of true salvation just as it
disturbs the mind. Yet %o & certzin extent it is.disturbing thet some of
my friends are over-zealously pe rturbed about my comdition. In a way
castomary with men, who have carmazl love that is rash rather than prudent
:nd true, they ere almost alweys steggered by some silly terror and often
fear ®dangers graver than the real."z Paying little heed to what is -
really beneficial or harmful, they tremble where there is no fe&r.3 They
do not minutely consider 2 losg of conscience or of reputation at all, and
while in the opinion of men there is evident & shadow of virtue and they

avoid calumniators who talk nonsense, they are little concerned what might

be each one's due in the light of cound reason., Very many such deem it

1 Rom, 8;28
2 0vid, Heroides 1,11
3 EE-. 1505; 5246




more highly to appear than be good, ethers complain that they have been
robbed of the temporal assistance given them by the Lord through my instru-
mantality., But to the request of both sound reason replies that neither
loss of property nor & father's burial4 czlls back one who begins to .
follow Christ in a contest of the Church. I hége definitely determined,
with the help of God, to pursue the principle of honor to whatever extent
God has established it, ahd not to jeopardize thﬁ salvation of my;so&l» in
compromising with the world for any temporel advantege whatsoever., Let Him
¢how me the way, and lead me through the path of virtue, and bring ﬁe into
the compeny of those who suffer for justice'saken5 Yet, if it can bve
accomplished without sacrificing my honor, I do wish to be reconciled, and
to administer to God's glory enmdi my friends' comfort in the ch.urches6 to
which I have been assigned. Hence, I entfeat Your Grace, if it might not
inconvenience you, to meke an investigation with the help of His Lordship
of Bayeux7 and your other friends on what might be expedient and proper,
and then if it should be safe, give me your advice. For this advice
belongs to the category of things which on the basis of gincere fellowship

ought be refused to no one, they are of no avail, when stifled; they show

4 Matte Bo2l; Luke 9459

5 Ibide, 5610 '

6 John had benefices in the dioceses of Norwich (cf. letter 149,)
Exeter (for he held a cenonry there), Salisbury and London
{cf. letter 144) and undoubtedly Canterburye

7 Bishop Henry of Bayeux, 1164~1205, Together with Bishop Gilbert
Foliot of London he had been ascigned John's revenues by
King Henrye
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no increase, when kept under close gaard, anml no decrease when di%bursed

freely, but they do take on a greater brilliance the more they are brought

to lighte

.y
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199 John to Bishop Henry of Bageux ol

SULIGARY:;  John congratulates Bishop Henry of Bayeux on the good repute
in which he is held, and because he has obteined the favor of
King Henry, and asks his assistarce in order that he may obtain
that favors This letter may have been sent with letter 198,
late in 1166, Henry II wished Bishop Henry to succeed Becket &8
Archbishop on account of his morg conciliatory temper. Cfs
Gellia Christiana, XI, 364.

I hear «nd I rejoice, 0 Father, that everything is deservedly going
well for you, anmi that you, who brousht glorg to the dignity and rank of
de&nsl as long as you were in office, are now by the splendor of your
virtues adding lustre to the office of the episcopacy in & strange country,
even to the envy of many individuals, This, of course, gives so much more
aggurence to your consclence, @nd adds so much more renown to your name, &S
it is quite rere to find = shepherd or anyone in the Church of God eager
to bring glory to his ministry in such a great and proud assemblage of
priests illustrious as far as their name is concerned, For now, &s God
complained of old through the prophet: "The priests did not say: 'Where ii
the Lord?' and they that held the lew knew not justice."2 Hence, it is
proper that your eminence be held in honor end esteem even by those, who in
consideration of our merits, seem to hold the priesthood of the present day

in disdain, and who strive to do away with the law of God, which cannot be

'broken.3 For even though the Egyptians have shepherds in abomination,

1 Bishop Henry had been Dean of Sul isbury before his election to the
see of Bayeux in 1164, Cf. letters 139, 140.

2 9-.?.1.‘.. 2¢8

S John 10435

4 Gen. 46,34
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end the Samaritans of our time do not associate with those who pmwofess the
word of God in public,5 yet Joseph found favor in Egypt,6 and Daniel became
famous smong the Assyr:[&ns,7 and, while the deménd for merit still held
sway, ichab regarded Elias with &weoe There is no wonder, then, that with
the Christian Prince9 and his officials, virtue found its place, énd that
he who is evidently imbued with divine grace is held in esteem by men,

Thus, the precious ointment ran down from ch:;ist the Head upon the beard of
the Church, and flows thence down the skirt of its garment.m that in
accord with the decree of the divine dispensation and in proportion to one's
meritorious graces it might bedew each of the elect. My most esteemed Lord,
would that we too might share in some of this fullness of yours, and would
that because you have found favor in the sight of His Majesty the King, it
might avail the Church in Her sufferings. To disclose the condition of my
state is not expedient, since you are quite fully aware of our case and the
unjust penalty; but it is important aml necessary to ask you for advice .
that is wholesome and honorable, For even though I have, with the help of
God, financial assistance not only for my ngeds but even to live quite
respectably, yet in as far as I may, without impairing my conscience or my
reputation, I.am ready to gain the good graces of His Majesty the King in
accord with your suggestions., For I do not pledge myself to anything of-

fensive to God, and if I shall ever try it, mey His sanctity cut short my

endeavors, Farewell!
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200 John to Abbot Hugh of St. Edmunds a

SUMiARY:  John thanks the Abbot Hugh of St. Edmunds for his kindness,
but compleins thet the intended assistance had been withheld
by Mester Geoffrey. He rejoices to hear thet the abbot hed
not joined the bishops of Englard in their appeal against the
archbishop. The letter wes written some time in 1167, for
John remarks that it is now the fourth year of his exile.
Hugh was the Abbot of the Benedictine abbey of St. Edmunds
at Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk. He became abbot in 1157 and
died November 15, 1180,

lester Geoffrey, John's kinsman, was & monk of St. Edmundse
Cf, Letters 106, 185,

I recell that Cicero in his letter to Marcellus wrote that, in the
judgment of & wise man, 1t makes considerable difference to whom & person
is indebted,l_&nd the mind of an honest man is troubled whenever a problem
of property or a matter of time makes him indebted to & person, whom we
refrain from loving or respecting because of his outlook on honesty eand his
qualities of character. And, of course, in my opinion, this ié stated
truthfully and with elegance; if faithfully heeded, thié neither bresks the
tie of love towards those associated with us by nature, nor does it, by a
congsideration of nmatural fellowship, unite also in common bonds of vice
those who differ in character. Well off, therefore, are they who in the
matter of favors received are obligated only to honest individuals., I can
gay in conscience that I am’one of these, whom divine esteem, in the daily

2
turmoil of this tempest which rises against the Church from the north,

’

1 Cicero, Ep. ad Fam. 1Bs1l: "Magni interest cui debeas,"
2 England
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did not permit to become indebted to many because of the generosiéy shown
to me ard mine, while I, nevertheless, previously conciliated meny with
favors and acts of kindness., So I am a2lready going into my fourth year of
. ' 3
exile and my third year of proscriptiony and I cannot, except for the
loyalty of a few friends, call to mind even the least or ama]jest tokens
of recognition; for very many seem to have incurred the condepnation of
Pothinus, who said: >
We preise loyalty, but it pays the price when it
- supports those whom fortune crushes. Take the sidg
of destiny aml heaven, and court the prosperous,
but shun the afflicted. Expediency is as far from
the right4as the stars from the earth or fire from
watereeee Eoyalty never chogse for its friends thyge
in distress. :
This is, indeed, the prudence of the flesh, doubtlessly hostije to God,
deceitful, filled with depravity, the mother ani nurse-maid of vice.
Philosophy,6 the sustaining parent of virtues and the govermggg of the
duties of both the faithful and of the pagens, for the most agguring and
obvious reasons denounces it amnd regards it witnh contempt. Prorx it insists
thet the expedient and the honorable contain one another by gupusl predi-
cation so that the name.of the one admits nothing that is nit demanded by
the essence of the other. The account of both Testaments atri rms this;

unsnimously the doctors o6f our mother the Church claim that things that are

L dishonest and base surely bring about the loss of salvation yg under no

s

3 John went intd exile early in 1164, end his revenues were tp fiscated
in 1165,

4 Lucan, Phers. 8.485-488

5 Thid., B8.535; cf. Bur, BElectra 1311

.6 Macrobius, Sat, 7.l.8
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circumstances can be expedient, "For what will it profit a man, &f he gain
the whole Worid, and search for things harmful to his sou.l?"7 But this
werning is not heeded by ordinary friends, who wish to be obligated by
acts of kindness rather than oblige others, who lay aside their shady
loyalty (for real loyalty they possess not)"‘?a.t the whim of fortune, and who
for the purpose of living any way at zll, toss aside the reasons for
living,8 which reasons are based on virtue aapne. I say this from ex~
perience, &s I am 2lso indebted to & few, to whom I am obligated, of
course, by so much stronger a tie, that the sincerity of their allegiance
shines forth more gloriously in manifestetions that are crystal clear.

But foremost of these kind deeds have given you the place of prominence,
and if those acts of kindness be considered in their true light, I should
rightly and properly say that they have given you the first place. Foi‘
they are plentiful, worthwhile, and what gives them & greater lustre is
the fact that they are things I often need, so that the things I use
frequently and even every day force me to increase my constant appreciation
toward thelr donor. Nothing escepes my memory; I thank you for each and
everything, and even those things I consider as bestowed upon me through
your generosgsity, which you win ted and ordered to be given me for my use,
as I gather from my messengerts account and from the testimony of your
letter, For I do not understand by what arrangement of secret scheme my

 friend and associate, Master Geoffrey, did not heed your command, but

7 Matt., 164263 Mark 8.36
8 Juvenal 8,84
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refused or put aside the help that Your Grace had decided should Be
tendered me in my need amd in that of my associates. TFTor I would not
readily believe that aside from my merits =nd contrary to the opinion of
everyone he would do this to harm me, but by some arrangement, the reeson
for which I do not comprehend, he held back ;%ur gift, But no one will
hold bvack the sentiments of my love for you and my &ppreciation. But I am
happy that, when the bishops, unier guise of gn appedl, were anxious to
prolong the sick condition of the Church, which with God's help will soon
be restored to its full vigor, you, I hear brushed aside their snares by
an elegent compendium of truth amd Jjustice, so that you neither placed your
lot with the malefactors in their wickedness, nor committed yourself to .
anything that might be justly charged against you in the presemce of the
prefects of the province. They wrote and they claim that the "king deems
it a gracious favog when‘admonished to amend any tranSgressions againgt |
God."9 Are they so blinded that they harbor any doubts about his trans-
gress ions in the matter of peréecuting the Chureh, amd in the matter of
banishing 1n$ocént women’and children (not to mention the others?) Or are
they so debused thet they are unwilling to advise His Lordship, who waits
patiently-and'even'withvkihdness listen to and regards with favor those
who reprove him? Are they unwilling to give His Lorﬁship the advice he

desires, namely, to render saticfaction to God? Let 4otvthe soul of a Just

N

9 Becket Moterials 5,418
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man go into their counsel, whose fury is cursed, becapse it is stabborn,
and their wrath, because it is cruel,lo They ask only to be permitted

- longer to continue to do with impunity what they have for a long time been
doing with malice. 3Bub he who hopes in the Lord will not be put to
oonfusionll and, those, who will fear Him bePore the powers of the world,

will not be in need of anything good. Farewell}

10 Genu 4956“7
1]l Pss 30.2; 70.1
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201 John 3o Master Geoffrey of St F.dmunds‘, -
& Kinsmen

SUMIARY ¢ John inguires of laster Geoffrey why he has deferred sending
: the essistame which the Abbot of Ste Edmunds has provided.
This letter was probzbly sent along with letter 200 g.v.

Upon the arrival of my courier I was eﬁz‘i)ect ing to be budyed up by 2
comforting letter from you, awaiting suggeéti ong and aid against the out-
rageg of ravaging fortune, But it is not cl%a.r why you, agsinst your owmn
principles and contrary to my expectations, were averse to sending & lettier
to a friend long exiled and proscribed for the cause of faith.. Nor can I
be: readily convinced that you refrsined from writing or withheld the Lord
Abbot'sl commissi'on to cause me inconvenience, I was aware of the Lord
Abbotts commission from his letter to you. 7You must have done this beczuse
of some urgency or arrangement which casts no reflection upon your loyalty
nor mars the obligation of our friendship., Far be it from me to misjudge
& friend on the spur of the moment. But one thing I hear is that you are
ng2in occupied with so many important matters advantageous to yourself and
your essociztes that not onlly are you unable to write to your friends, but
you camot readily read or listen to their letterse Hence, I am writing

put a few words, and if you feel like it, you can answer this letter brief-

ly. 4&lthough you write absolutely nothing, Jjust as Cicero in his letter %o

2

Tiro” writes about & friend, everywhere and in everything I hold you

1 Abbot Hugo of St, Bdmunds
2 CiCeI‘O, _E-p_p f‘}_d— F&m. 16‘15
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excuseds Fér I gather that it is not your intention tlﬁt is wantting, if
you fail in your obligation, ut that the opportunity has not presented
itself., But this is something you could easily do, gince, with God's help,
the chance will not be denied to one who has the will to do it, Give my
regards to your entire household, If, perhéj;s you should inguire about
whet is happening in Framce, be assured that His Lc:vrdsl':.'lp:5 is treated
gr&cioqsly theres To the present time he is .‘alive, has not taken upon
himself the garb of a monk, ‘nor hes he renounced his possessions so that
he might h;a.ve the whgrewithal to look after his exiles. If you inguire
about my llot, in & few words I reply that \

I have a goodly supply of books and  of food
(with God's help) to last the year.

The rest will be given by the Lord, Who does not forsake those who hope in
H:'Lm,5 but He will not reserve anything good for those who abandon their
faith and feign their loyalty, am for His persecutors He treasures up

6
wrath unto the day of His fury.

3 Archbishop Thomas Becketl
4 Hore, Ep. 1e18.109

5 Judith 13.17-

6 Rom. 245
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202 John ﬁg_ Osbert of Faversham

SUMMARY: . John reciuests Ogbert of Favershem to lend agsistance to the
needy young scholar Adem, Osbert's nephew. For & further
development of this case cf, Letter 255,

It is folly not charity to be concerned only with oneself and one's
own affairs with utter disregard for the prob{’ems'of others, In the words
of the writer of comedy, charity regards what affects others as affecting
itgelf too,l and is ever at hami to felicitate,those who are succeeding
well and to sympathize with those who are oppressed by misfortune. Yet, it
dispenses its affections in & most orderly and sensible way that they might
all be founded on the Lord, and it fulfills its obligations toward fellow
men more or less according to the law of mature and in the manner of i1llumi-
nating grace. And while it offers to everyone the benefits of ite gracious-
ness in & wide sense, yet it is extended especially to those who are of the
household of the fa.ith.2 And according 1‘:0 its judgment in these matters,
he has denied his faith and is worse than an infidel,a who has no concern .«
for his own and especially for those of his house who are bound to him by
netural affection and committed to his noble nature by the common bonds of
faith, ‘ That this condemnation applies to you I do not doubt e;.t all, so with
confidence I intercede for your nephéw Adam, who in his quest for learning,
in a manner customary with students, lives in suffering and want. I feel

assured that as you admit the righteousness of your obligation and by your

1 Ter., Heauton 'I'imorum. 25
2 Gale 6410
3

b

im 5e 8




155.

ingratitude will not be unmindful of his father's kindness to you, you will
not delay to render him timely am deserved 2id in his needs. But if my
plea can a&dd any weight to the aforementioned reasons, ’which you are surely
considering with diébretion, I soar to the very heights of prayer and I
feel its efficacy after progstrating myself a.’:’your feet with-complete devo-
tion. If you should be concerned about me, I wish to say that I joyously
regard my lot as a gift of divine grace, for I, frequently ponder on how
suspicious to all right-thinking men continual worldly success should be,
and how certain is the proof of the love of sinful sons, when their sins

are scourged ard cl:za.s'sized.4

4 Hebe 12.6
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203 Jcnnlgg John Sarrazin «

SUMMARY:  John requests Sarrazin to finish the translation of & work of
pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite, and consults him on the meaning
of certain Greek words which he had encountered in his reading
of the Latin Fathers., The letter may be dated early in 1167
for John mentions that he is now in the fourth year of his
exiles Cfs Letters 142, 219, 232,, 233.

Your Grace's 1ettér, for whieh I shall have to‘ erﬂ;ertain and express
my thanks as long &8s I live, savors of & philosopher and & Christian, It
teems with clear-cut indications that it cameéfrom & store~=house overflow-
ing with piety aml learning. And in its structure and composition there
was no lack of the orator to bring out most effectively what philosophy &and
the Christian religion had to offer. Fdr by its grace of dietion it flowed
along vigorously with convictién, and to such & degree did it fake hold of
me and influence me th&t in fhe future I shall be reluctant .to mention the
‘bitterness of my exile, if by chance in & moment of weakness the subject
might come up, &nd I shall be ashamed of having brought it up at all, For.
even though I am going into my fourth year of exilel and my third year of -
pro:scription,“2 I am already less distressed every day by my whirlwind of
fortune or affected by my losses, For I know, of course, that in tﬁe matter
of my property there was never anything that the enemy extorted éo easily.

. And perhaps I should quite properly call him a friénd who opehed my eyes,

which had been blimded by the fantastic frivolities of fortune, and who,

1 John went into exile early in 1164

2 At Marlborough on December 26, 1164, Henry had forbade tiat any of the
archbishop's clerks should receive any benefice or money and that anyone
who appealed to Rome should be imprisoned. Cf. Becket Materials 3.75
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after driving away courtly trifles and seduct.ive pleasures, induced me to
walk the path of virtue, and put me into the company of savamts. Therefore,
far more carefree than when burdened by worldly goods and by the wealth tha.'q
comes with chance, in my truly happy state, not to call it poverty, as Phi-
losophy forbids, I feel that "every land is fg the brave his country"s to
arouse his énthusiasm. in adversities. And to & Christian the whole world

is an exile, while he is abéent from the Lordqf 80 that he is never exalted
among the prosperous. Therefore, as for the rest, let bickerings about the
whims of fortune come to & stop, while we should not refrain from philo-
sophicel inguisition, &s long as the opportunity is offered us. Let us be
kind to our persecutors, who perhaps do not know what they are doing:s and
%o the prelates of the churches (I refer not to your country-men dbut to
ours,) who, as Cicero taunts Gaius Cassius in & letter to this same person,
long ago sent a notice of divorce to virtue and duty not to comply with
them, after being bewitched by wealth and by the blandishments of pleasure,j

7
I am waiting for the rest of the translation of the Hierarchy from your

Grace, so that by you.r'act of kindness Saint Dionysius might become better

3 ovi

4 2 Cor. 5.6
5 T,

6

Cicero, _Eg. ad Pam. 15,16
‘7 Sarrazin dedicated his translations of the Celestial and Ecclesiastical

Hierarchies to John. OCf. letters 142, 233, John is here asking for
the Eeclesiastical Hierarchye.
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known to his French .‘people8 for your own eternal glory., Would that I might
be given a place at your feet that, as Mary sat at the feet of Chri s‘t,9
Who, I am assured, dwells in your heart, I might receive from your lips the
words of the heavenly oracle and the truths of sound philosophy. But the
ire of the Ring of England stamds in the way;,of ny desire.lo May He Who
rules the hearts of kings grant him, in His good pleasure, the understanding
to appreciate the things of God.n In the megm:hiie, as is in my power,
prostrate at the feet of Your Grace with prayers and letters I humbly urge
that in your ardor you deign to hear me in the matter of completing the

transglation of Saint Dionysius. Regerding this, I recently found & difficuH

ty in St. Ambrose's book, _Q_g Incarnatione Verbi, which none of our professoars
is capablé of solving ‘becwse they are unfamiliar with Greek. These are
the words of @brose in qu.os;sticn:l2 "Latin interprets ousia to mean
substance. Bat when we speak of the ousia of God, what else dc;es it mean
except that God always is? The letters themselves reveal this, because -

13
divine power, ousa &i {aita ii_._), that ig, since it alweys is, is called

ousia, after chen ging the position of one letter for the sake of sound

and the fitting beauty of the word. ‘Pherefore, ousia, which is everlasting,
meang God." This, of cou.rsé, is Ambrose's conclusion, but the reason for

hig conclusion is clearer to you and to the Greeks, but to me and those in

8 5t. Denys was a Patron of Frarme

9 Iuke 10,39

10 Because Sarrasin wasg living at Poitiers (cf, letter 171} in Henry's
dominionse

11 Matt., 16.23; lark 8,33

%2 Me PoL., 16, col, 842
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my class i1t is quite hazy. But Hilary in his book De Synodis ressons
about essence in the same way that Ambrose does about ousia, perhaps

14 run 28 follows:

because egsence is the same as ousia, Hilary's words
"Essence is either the thing which is or that of which it consists; it
suﬁsists in the fact that it is-endurimg. ﬁat essence and nature could
be called the genus and substamce éf everything. But it is therefore
properly called essence, because it always is;r Hence, it is also a
substance, because a thing which is, necessarily subsists in itself, But
whatever subsists, doubtlessly remains in the genus, or in the nature, or
in the substance. Therefore, when we say that essence means nature, or
genus, or substance, we understand the mature, gems, or substance of that
thing which consists in always being in all these things." Speculation
on these words of Hilary is very subtle amd it is difficult to understand,
but I suppose that to those versed.in Greek they are more intelligible.
For regarding 3aint Hilarﬁ'the most Holy Father and the very learned -
Doctor Jerome says: "Because of his French literary majesty he is exalted,
and he is adorned by the flowers of Greece, and he is too deep to be read

15 But in another passage Jerome insists that

by the simple brethren.™
"Hilary am Athanasius may be studied without hindrance."16 But if among
the Greeks the words-—essence, nature, genus, and substance, which are

so frequently inserted here-——have a marked difference, I think it is of

15 Ibid., 22.326; Metaloglcon 4.33, ed. Webb., p. 202
16 Ibid., 22,688
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very great importance to everyone to explain this difference. So*I do not
doubt that it will add to your merit aml glory, and will be profitable
for your eternal salvation, if you would open the door of the Scriptures

17 and if you would break for the benefit of

to the one knocking thereon,
the multitude the bread intrusted to you by \")‘(I'xrisxtl8 that by your kindness
the throngs might be refreshed, upon whom the good Jesus ha.s such
compassion along the road of this sojourn tha‘g He wishes every day to give
Himself to them as }i‘ood..l9 Will not the doctors be rebuked because "The

little ones have asked for bread, and there was none to break it unto

them?" <0

17 Matt, 7.7; Iuke 1149
18 Watt, 14.19; Mark 6.41l; Luke 9,16

19 }‘.Iatt. 15052; 14.14; 9.36; 20.54; lark 6034; 8.2
20 Lam, 4.4 ' '
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204 John to Bishop John Belmeis of Poitiers “

SUMMARY:  John thanks Bishop John Belmeis of Poitiers for his frequent
acts of kindness, solicitously inguires about him, asks his
advice on how to conduct himself amid the shifting fortunes of
the peace negotiations, and expresses but little confidence in
the papal legates. The appointment of the papal legates wes
announced in December 1166 armd fropm & passing reference to
Christmas in the l&ter, it may be dated early in 1167,

Not by frequent but by constent and perpetual acts of kindness does
the earnestness of your generosity deserve thgt I be compelled to express
my thenks to you not often but always. Compelled, indeed, I am and always
shall be, and the more I repay you in sincere affection (which is all I
cen do for the present,) the more closely and intimately I realize I am
bound to you. For it undoubtedly enters into & contract of charity, and
it is especially true that when one possesses charity he returns it, amd
that, if he does not return irtl, he does not poésess it at all., But how
much is this that I admit'is indebted to you in its entirety=——I, & men,
smalll in name, less in ability, and least of all in merit. For all of
that is little in comparison to my obligation to you. But when in your
religious devotion you made 2 transaction with me by reason of the kindness
bestowed upon me, the charity you menifested toward me, and the generosity
you showered ﬁpon me, you put under complete obligation to you also Him

Who will pour into your bosom good measure and shaken together and running

over with reward a hundred-fold.z Completely, I say, and with confidence

1l From this statement of John it has been generally surmised that he bore
the surname of "Little" or "Short," Cf. also hisfrequent use of the
expression "parvitas mea,"

2 Luke 6,38
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I should say completely, since to no one He yields only in part, Bat to each
of His elect He bestows the special advantages of His graces; yét by a
complete gift of Himself, not apportioned or divided in part, because He is
entirely present in each one, or entirely estranged from each one. He
surely puts Himself completely in debt for me ard He will without doubb

pay the entire debt, because He is faithful to His promise amd most gener-
ous in His retribution. You have and are following His faith so that He
will remember to abide by His commamd ani His promise, especially since He
gave the workers of mercy the public defence of His Gospel, which He
deigned to confirmm with fthe mark of His cross and to sealwith His own Blood.
This, there\fore, will be the generous compensation for your compassion;

this will be the divine recompense for the charity you manifested, the
eternal gain for your temporal loss. &nd I do, indeed, Qs is fitting,
highly esteem your gifts of a temporal naturé; but more valuable are the
coqurts of a p.foper counsel, which I receive from you incessantly, and -
which I should call the aids to true life and the suggestions and instru-
ments of wisdom. My reason, therefore, for writing to you is two~fold:
first, to inguire about your condition, which I fear is endangei'ed, and
thus satisfy my anxiety; secomdly, that by your prudent guidance I might

be instructed on how I ought to fortify myself against tﬁe ghifty turns

of fortune. Accordingly, may it please your Grace to write back how you
fared with His Majesty the King in the matter of the peace, and what went

on &t the Court of Poitiers, where, I believe, the foxes had found their
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holes and the birds of the air their nests,° and the Little ohe, 4hose
birthday& was being celebrated, was almost in need of a resting place.

The spirit of Ralf of Faye5 wes supposed to have had the upper hand there,
so that the prophetls and the heralds of the palace were inebriated by

his treachery and boldness, It is, indeed,lgn 0ld proverb amd one which
Vespasian Augustus in patience heard said about himself, "The fox can -
change his fur, not his nature."6 Even thosa;whd wrote about the nature
of animals tell us that this type of beast never becomes domesticated at
a.ll.7 And Offellu.s8 éaysg "Who plows with the fox, must change furrowé."
But I trust that grace has kept you unharmed even though it has not kept
you unperturbed, because "A net is spread in vain before the eyes of them
that have wings.“g I beg you slso, after examining the things the envoys
of H;s Ma jesty the King of England are said to have obtained frﬁm the"
abostolic see, to write back what attitude His Lordship of Canterbury and
I should assume toward Canterbury and toward the King or the legates; for
if we must believe the rumors and the braggadocio of the opponents, there
were more things the king feared and was ashamed to ask than Rome was
ashamed to allow.lo Yet‘I do hope that His Holiness the Pope képt some

encouragement in reserve for our faction; in fact, it is his faction and

3 Matt, 8,20

4 Christmas 1166

5 A Baron of Poitou and uncle of Jueen Eleanor
6 Suetonius, "Vespagian™ 16

7 Anon,

8 Hor., Sats 2:2.2

9 Prov. 1.17

10 Lucan, Phars, 3¢1l1ll-112
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3 : 11
the faction of the Church. oOtherwise, "Why cumbereth it the grotnd?"

But far be it from us to believe of him such sinister ani perverse désigﬂB
asg our opponents gloat over, aut‘if the legates come with such powerful
authority that we cannot appeal higher,.'hat do you\éuggest? .For thus far
in this case the Pavian'® has held before his eyes the king's wealth, not
the fear of God or the honor of the Church; as where one's love is centered,
there too is his eye.15 The other, it is‘trgg, has a good reputation, but
he is & Roman snd & cardinal.l4 But if we should reject their investigatiaw
we will have to feér that our aspect of the case will suffer in the eyes of
the king ani of the Church of France; if we accept it, even though we regam
them with suspicion, we will have the fcar that they will overturn the
tables of justice against us. They will dispense with us to compensate the
loss to the Church by their pocket-books; for they will attribute to their
own claims and triumphs whatever peace they might seem to have made. There
should be due us first the restitution of revenues stolen and of sees, and.
the restoration of peace., But perhaps they willlorder us to be satisfiéd
only with securit ies until the ultimate decision of the trial; this condi-

tion no one will admit for litigation, unless he were insane. However, I

thought I would ask this at the end, that you might remember it better,

11 Luke 13.7

12 Carinal William of Pavia
13 "ubi amor ibi oculus, ubi dolor ibi digitus" cf. letter 113
14 Otho of Ostia, Cardinal of St. Nicholas, in carcere Tulliano

~
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205 John %o Pope Alexander III

SUMVARY:;  John writes to Alexamler III of the sufferings of the exiles
amd protests against the favor which the Pope has shown to
John of Oxford and King Henry's legation, a favor which was
being used as a weapon against Archbishop Thomas., The letter
may be placed in Pebruary 1167, shortly after a letter written
by Bishop John Belmeis of Poitiers in which the bishop narrates
that he had met the returning legation at Tours on February 2,
and from them had heard the story of their successes at the
papal court, Cf. Becket Materials 6,146. For Henry's legation
to the Pope cf. letter 176.

If we bewail of our exile to a father, i: whose behalf we are con-
tinuously erying to the Lord, for Whose faith and honor we always have
complained against the persecutors of the Church, and always shall, with
the help of God, as long as we live, your paternity ought not be surprised
when the violence of our pain aﬂd bitterness of disagreeable and most
distreﬁsing need compel us to cry out against an unexpected tu;n of affairs
We do cry, therefore, to the successor of Peter, the vicar of the Crucified
One, and would that our cry might come to your attention too, so that the
father might be Internally moved to compassion over the Church's disaster‘*
and the oppression and lamentations of Her sons. A&nd althoﬁgh our miseries
have been multiplied beyond number and have increased beyond measure due
to the recent affliction, yet, with God as our witness, we do grieve more
bitterly and lament more because of the lessening of your glory and because
of the defamation of the Church of Rome than because of our sufferings,

insults, and afflictionse It is right, O Father, it is right "to utter

words"l of truth, especially in the presence of him who is the lover and

1l Vergil, Aen. 24280

+

-
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ﬁatron of truth, and by whose ministry the Holy Ghost condemns the* fabri—
cations of all lying. The prophet excused the widow who complained quite
impatiently because her soul was in anguish due to the recent death of her
son.2 But what is there that we can complain of in patience in the midst
of so much death, imprisomment, chains, scoufges, insults, fears, in the
midst of so many hardships of hunger, thirst, nakedness and calamity of &ll
sorts? If, therefore, just anguish must be pagdoned, whose complaint must
be heard with more forebearance, whose laments are more to be pitied, whose
prayers are to be more kindly heeded by the Roman Pontiff than tge prayefs
of the exiles of Canterbury? It is known that they have been proscribed .
{or guarding the freedom of the Church and for standing up for the privi-
leges of the apostolic see. I wish your ears were close to the lips of

the king and the nobles of France. I wish you would hear how the opponents
of the Church taunt us and how almost all of them calumniate us. A&nd if
the things preached on the e¢ross-roads are true, I do not see how Your o
Mejesty can reasonably be excused, I pass over the fact that that

3
distinguished oath-taker by & master-stroke, a&as it were, received from

your own hand the deanery4 and the charge over many soulgs——=a man of sound

2 4 Xings 4.27
3 John of Oxford, Dean of Saligbury, called iurator because he had

assured Alexarder III that he had not taken the alleged oath to the
anti-Pope Pazchal III on behalf of the English king and barons, at
the Council at Wurzburg on Whit Sunday 1165.

4 John of Oxford had been deposed from the Deanship of Salisbury by
Archbishop Thomas because of the irregularity of the elections
Cf. Becket Materials 5.,397-400,
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religion and of cheery repute, who leamed no ecclesiastical rite even in
a month. But did he have to be exempt from the jurisdiction of all bishops
that (as his partisans boast) by apostolic authority he might be permitted
to vent his rage upbn his subjects without their having any right to a
further appeal? Did he have to be endowed ;ith such extraordinary privi-
leges that he enjoined the bishops ami clergy of England assembled in his
home by your authority not to obey the Archbishop of Canterbury or even
to call on him, when summoned? And did he have %o be emlowed with such
extrasordinaery power that those who have been justly excommunicated may be
absolved without ény reparation or warning to persist in their sacrileges?
I do not presume tol 1ift my voice against heaven. I do admit; and it is
true that the Roman Pontiff is permitted to do everything; but only those
things which have been granted to his ecclesiastical juriediction by
Divine Right. Lc_at him have the right of establishing new laws5 and
abrogating the old, provided, however, that he cannot change those which .
by God's word hold perpetual sway in the Gospel or in the law, I would
dare claim that even Peter himself could not absolve anyone who persisted
in sin and in the intention of sinning; nor did he réceive the keys to
open the gates of the kingdom to the impenitent., Whence, therefore, was
this power given to thet man? BRegarding this matter it is being broadcast
that the King of England b& & new grart has been freed from the Jjurisdic-

tion of all the bizhops. If he did really receive it, lo, upon him has

5 Ovid, Rem, Amor, 465
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been conferred the power of making anything licit according to fis whims.
But I would not readily believe that all these things ‘ha.ve been so iea.sily
granted againét God's Church, But with confidence I would say that before
these— things had become known among us, we sailed into port from our usual
run of disasters, and those who returned iértriumph from the'apostolic see
tossed us from that port back unto the high seas. Nor is it et all con-
vincing that the leg&‘l;es6 who are seil to bg on their way to obtain the
desires of His Majesty the King, can bring us back into that state in which
we were when this news crushed the hearts of all. But it is doubtful
whether they have any such intention; if it really is doubtful, since we
heard from many that the o1:her7 of the legrntes has agreed with His Majesty
the King on our annihilation, or rather on the failure and shame of the
Church, aml has devoted himself, as far as possible, to our destrﬁction.
Sending him, tberefore, as our opponents boast, is nothing more than.
administering to us the chalice of suffering and death. 1If he does offem
it to us, Mey God hedge his way'ﬁith thorns,8 when he proves himselfvand
comes along, so that they may fall headlong into the pit which they pre-A
pared for the 1nnocent.’9 ‘Those who boast in defiance of us anl even more
in defisnce of you add to our troubles the fact that‘you have prolonged our
exile a year so that in the meantime the King of Englend formed an alliance

with you. But you remember the alliance of Benadab,lo which proved &

6 Cardinals Otho and William of Pavia, who left Zome on January 1, 1187,
Cf. Becket laterials 6,147

7 William of Pavia

8 Osee Z.6

9 Eccli, 27.29
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stumbling-block to the King of Israel and spelled destruction fdr the
people, because he did not wish to inflict upon an enemy of the people's
religion a punishment which he had procured from on high. Undoubtedly,

if you had stood a little 2loof, that one too would have alreedy been
compelled to surrender and give himself infz your hands, and the Church
would enjoy its due liberty under him. But who cén feel safe for yet
another year? Did you not know that those Wwho despise the freedom of the
Church or have fomed an alliance with the schismatic emperor11 long for
the end of your life? (May God prolong it for & long, long time!) So it
is evident how dangemous your delay is, for because of it their boldness:
grows even more insolent and they ever so spitefully hope that the
condition of the Church will be more pitiful and more difficult. ﬁvil must
not be done that good mey come of it.lz nor will any dispensation prove
gsalutary, if by it the sacrilegious are allowed to continue their audaci-
ty. I have overstepped my bounds, and I have paid less attenfion to the
one whom I was sddressing; but I could not restrein at all the urge of

an ageravated mind, seeing at the time of this writing timt our opponents,
~in fact yours, are becoming more herdened, and the generosity of our bene-
factors is growing cold or completely extinct, except for the King of
Frence amd a few others, who do, indeed, sympethize with us more, and,

what causes us most grief, they complain about you. Thus may it please

11 Frederick Barbaroasa
12 Rome, 3.8
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your clemency to bestow some camfort on your sons of canterbury,” and to
regain the glory of your name by stopping the enemies of the Church and
by répaying your circumventors as they deserve. Know one thing for certain
that if the king once suffers the rejection of sny of his requests, the
fruit of all your kindness will be gone, aééfar a8 he is concerned., 3But

it 1s necessary that he suffer this refusal, for he knows no moderation in

his reqguests. >
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206 John to Cardinal Walter, Bishop of Albano <

SUMMARY:  John writes to Walter, the Cardinal Bishop of Albano, 1154~-1178,
urging the cause of the exiles and deploring the favor which the
papal court had recently shown to their sdversaries. He also
recommends the candidacy of Ralph of Sarr for the Deanery of
Rheimse The letter may be placed in February-March, 1167, for
the reference to the impoenitens griminosus who had returned
from his successful mission to Rome early in Februaery 1167. Cf
letter 205,

I venture infto your presence with great confidence, because he, whose
memory is held in 'benediction,l Ad.ria.n,z the?nost saintly father of both of
us, who established you as a very sturdy pillar (as is hoped) in the holy
‘Romen Church, loved me with & special kind of predilection before the rest
of hisg cn:)u.nt::'y-men5 end Jjudged that the vicissitudes of my fortune be
recioned on & par with the resalts of his lot. This affection of his for
me was known to both of us and for a time to & few obthers; but if the fates
h#d not snatched him too quickly from our midst (which the Christian world
now laments), it would have already become known to the world. Hence, I
feel quite safe in presuming upon your Grace and more so upon Christ, for&
I believe that just =8 the very saintly man chose you to be the successor
of hig dignity, so, in fact he desired even more that you be the heir to
his charity. _Therefore, with the same confidence I used to speak to him

I address you too, because just as I had promised him my obedience with

complete anmd sincere affection, so too, ready as my obedience is, I am

l Becli. 45.1
2 Pope Adrisn IV, 1154~1159
3 Policraticus 6,24, ed. Webb, 2,67
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prepared to work for your honor aml glory. But I do not see how*your or
the honor of the Roman Church cen remain intact and the unity of the body
of Christ be preserved, if you are acceptors of persons4 and receive bribes
if by your decisions an innocent men is brought to ruin, and, a thing that
Frame saw done recently ani lamented, an in;;enitent sinner is abgolved; if
the Church of God is left open to be robbed and trampled upon by tyrents,
if iniquity, strong ani free, triumphs over eyidemt justice in your con-
sistory, if to those who cater to you or disguise their real intentions

the clerics are given over as lambs for the slaughter,s if the assumed
depraved customs because of your reticence and inactivity obtain the force
of binding laws, For this is the reason why the miserable victims of
Canterbury live in exile and have been proscribed, because they dared speak
out for the freedom of the Church, because they bear witness to the pre~
rogatives of the apostolic see, because they teach that the canonical
sanctions of the venerable fathers mugst be given preferemce over the tra- «

ditions of the perverse., Read over, if you please, the booklet of de-
6

0

testable abominations, and you will clearly see that our opponents, in
fact, your opponents and those of the entire Church of God turn their back
to the sanctuary of the Lord, ani they scheme not to defile the law but to
destroy it. If you judge that they must be forgiven because they are

powerful and we are weak, they are wealthy andl we are poor; 1f you take

into consideration the perilous times, if you stamd in fear of evil days

2 Par, 19,7; Roms 2¢11; Ephe 649; Coloss. 3.25

T 53,7

4
5 Ise b .
6 The Constitutions of Clarendon
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thet you judge you must decide sgainst justice for the sake of e¥il, do
you believe that in this way you can please God to grant us better times,
to enrich and strengthen us and to impoverish and waken your enemy? IS
this the way of the Lord? Where is the Law? Where are the prophets?
Where is the Gospel of Christ? Where are tﬁL decrees amd examples of the
saints? The Law is, indeed, eternzl and cannot be brcken,7 because "with
what judgment you judge, you shell be judged;?e and "by what things & men
sinneth, by the same also is he pu.nished."9 But perhaps little men seem
unworthy of having such powerful princes disturbed on their account, and
‘the force of justice must be exercised in behalf of others equally as
powerful, But this is not the distinction of the apostle but of the
disproved philosopher Thrasymachuslo defining Jjustice as consisting in the
fact that it is most advantageous for him who is most powerful. On the
other hznd, approved philosophers would define it as a virtue which is
most helpful to him who is least powerful; for it frees the pauper from .
the mighty aml decides upon its rewards according to merits not persons:l
If the king is believed free because his crimes were executed through the

instfumentality of others, although by his suthority, then David cannot

be charged with the blood of Urias, becsuse Urias was killed not by Davidts

8 Matt, 7.2

9 Wis, 11.17

0 Plato, Rep. 1.1<-14 John took this reference from Chalcidius? Comm,
in Timaeum, 5

11 PS. 71.12
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1 .
own gword but by the sword of the sons of Ammons 2 Also, Acheb Bnd Jeza-

bel will not expiate the blood of the innocent Naboth,13

because he is
said to have been killed because of a fraud in the verdict; but from both
of the kings the blood of the poor and of the innocent is also requited,
and they are not charged with the battles uEAertaken by right of law. 1Is
not thet settled in your consistories which is regularly brought in,
becauge ratification is compared to a commang? Do we not make ourselves
responsible for =ll those things to which we grant our zuthority? Basing
my inference, thus, on your law, I gather'that if you should apply
authority, if you should ratify what by & ruse of injustice was presuméd
cgainst the Church, before God and mén you do incur the guilt of this
entire malices Therefore, I did believe that, &s & father amd a loxd,
these things should have been brought more closely to your attention that
you might not give consent to iniquity, but may keep your soul free in
the sight of God and man., Furthemore, because the Church of Rheims is .
said to be on the way to the palace, I beg that you obtain the Decnery

of Canterbury from the archbishop and the canons through the instrumenta-—
1ity of His Mujesty the Pope end others for Master R&lf.14 We did spesk
about this choice before; and I do not‘believe that there will be any

zmong you more learned, more upright, or more generous toward Christ's

poor, DFarewelll

12 2 Kings 11

13 3 Kings 21

14 TeIpL of Sarr. Ralph did not cbtain the demnery on this occasion,
but succeeded the successful candidate Fulk in 1176,
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