LOYOLA

VERSITY CHICAGO

LORIAM

Loyola University Chicago

OWIW-AvV §

D Loyola eCommons
Master's Theses Theses and Dissertations
1945

Annotated Translation of the Life of Saint Thomas,
Archbishop of Canterbury By John of Salisbury and
Alan of Tewkesbury

Mary De Chantal Biala
Loyola University Chicago

Recommended Citation
Biala, Mary De Chantal, "Annotated Translation of the Life of Saint Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury By John of Salisbury and Alan

of Tewkesbury" (1945). Master's Theses. Paper S1.
http://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/51

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses and Dissertations at Loyola eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in

Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of Loyola eCommons. For more information, please contact ecommons@luc.edu.

©080]

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.
Copyright © 1945 Mary De Chantal Biala



http://ecommons.luc.edu
http://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses
http://ecommons.luc.edu/td
mailto:ecommons@luc.edu
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

2044
1P

ANNOTATED TRANSLATION OF THE LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY BY JOHN OF SALISBURY
‘ | AND ALAN OF TEWKESBURY

o , By
Sister Mary De Chantal Blala, Fel. 0., S. F.

A Thesls Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of
the Requirements for the Degree of Master
of Arts in Loyola University

June, 1945




TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
Prerage...l.‘......."...‘..'............v............".. i
Introduction ‘.‘.......‘..............‘.....‘............. iv

_ Brief sketch of the Life of John of Salisbury
Brief sketeh of the life of Alan of Tevkesbnry

H -

Annotated transletion: John of Salisbury.cccecccccccee
‘Annotatod translation: Alan of TowkesburYeceveeoececss 38
Index of persons and PleCOB..cccccccccscssscccscscssssecs 18
Index of Scriptural quOtatlonS..c..scescesscccscsscssses 80
Index of Classical quotations.eccccececsecsosssscsccescs 8l

Bibliegraphy.‘............0‘................I...'..OO..‘ 82




PREFACE

This thesis 1s oﬁe of the series inaugurated in 1941 at
Loyola University by Reverend William J, Millor, S. J. It is
& translatioﬁ from Latin into English of the biographles of
Thomas Becket (1117-1170). The present thesls includes the
translation of the Life of Thomas, Archbishop of Canterbury,
as written.by John of Sallisbury and a supplement to this life
ﬁy Alan of Tewkesbury. Textual references are given for all
classical and seriptural quotations and paraphrases. The
Latin from which this translation was made is found in the
Materials for the History of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of

Canterbuél, Rolls Series, edited by Jsmes Craigle Robort;on,
London, 1876, Volume II, pp. 298-352. Prefixzed to the transla-
tioﬁ are brief sketches of the life‘of John of Salisbury and
Alsn of Towkéabury.

The purpose of this thesis 1s to make available to
historians and readers the life of Thomas of Canterbury as
John of Salilﬁury and Alan of Tewkesbury saw him, knew him,
and lived with him. This is the only complete translation of

these two authors. Oeccasional paaaages are interwoven in the

i
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history of Henry II by some writers, but these passageg are
translated with great liberty and seldom adhere strictly to
the Latin text. After the present thesis was completed, a
translatiaﬁ of the first eleven sections of the Life of Thomas
by John tns‘rouﬁd in a volume from 1639 by Baronius in his
The Ecclesiastical History of the Life of Saint Thomas. But

no part of this was inecrpbrated into this thesis. Recognition
of classical references involved some uncertainty. However,
through a reference in a thesis of 1910, written by August Krey
at w1aéenain University,l it was found that in J. P. Migne's
Patrologlae cursug Completus, Vpluna 190, neither John nor>41an

alluded to classics to any great extent. Both men were
lehalarl; John, 1n particular, scattered classical quotations.
profusely in hls other writings, yet in this work his zeal for
such allusions abated. As regards the soriptural quotations
which are so numerous in both writers, utmost ‘care was applied
to placo them properly.

A thorough knowledge of English History of the time of
Henry II is essential for a scholar to ﬁénetratc correctly the
underlying thought that these 'ritorg wanted to convey. Thojo
volumes consulted which served as valuable ald are listed in
the bibliography.

The writer wishes to acknowledge the kind direstion and

able assistance of the Reverend William R. Hennes, S. J. who

1 ' .
obtained through the courtesy of John Crerar Library
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genercusly supplied comments and suggestions on a& largé number
of passages that seemed to leave room for ditrefences of opi-
nion., It was his untiringvpatience and constant encouragement

that brought this thesis to a successful finish,

June, 1945




BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF JOHN OF SALISBURY

At the time when the intellectual horizon of the twelfth
eenturyluaa dimmed by continucus struggles and almost darkenéd
by ecclesiastical storm between Henry II and mhomaa‘Boekot,
there arocse in England a distingnishad philosépher, historian,
churchman, aﬁd seholar.l This providential man was Johﬁ of
Salisbury. Little is known about his early life beyond the
mere fact that he was born sometime between 1115 and 1120.

We learn from his many letters that his teachers were men of
renown such as Abelard, Gilbgrt de la Poree, and Robert of
Melun: He perfocted his learning under his life-long friend,
Peter, Abbot of Moutier de la Celle. John was an insatiable
scholqr; He pfovcs*thiS'by'tha laarned treatises he wrote.
Dr. Poole says that "beyond dispute he was the best read man
of his tine."2

Upon the reeemmendntion ofvst. Bernard,5 John came to the
service of the Church of Canterbury as a highly trusted clorﬁ'
to Archblshop Theobald. Fehu found favor in the eyes of Saint

lcatholic Encyelo edia, Vol. 8, p. 478.
ustrations o Histery of Mediaeval Thought and Learnin

SEEEHon, 1520, p.‘§3§f’ E*

Bernard, Epistles 261.

\1v
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Bernard through bis thirst for righteousness as well as his
deeply rooted spirit of devotion to God and man. His reputation
advanced rapidly, and in a short time he was well known to all,
whether in the papal or king's court or even in secluded

‘ cioisters. ‘

While he pursued his studies abreéd, he became aoquginted
with Nicholas Breakspeare, whe years afterward became Pope
Adrian Iv.% It was not only a mere acquaintance but a well
grounded friendship that grew up between these two. As a re-
sult of this relation betveen thg humble secretary and the
eminent Pope, great benefits aocrued to England, In 1156, John
spent three months at the papal sourt and obtained from Adrian,
by the famous Bull 'Laudnbiliter,”s the donation of Ireland to
Henry II, king of England.

While John lived at the court of Canterbury, his talent
for business as well as his remarkable scholarship caused him
to be employed in official duties of every type. During the
first five Years of his relgn Henry was ebsent from England
and the Archbishop of Canterbury settled all the affairs of
the govornment. This responsibility became more burdensqme to
him with the advancing years, and here John acted 'holoheartedly
as Theobald's secretary. When Theobald died in April, 1161,
John was one of the executors of his will., Later, in June 1162,

4December 3, 1154--September 1, 1159,
S5The Bull was prepared in 1156 and issued in 1159.




: vi
when Thomas Becket succeeded Archbishop Theobald, John was one
of the five commissioners who went to Eontpplie:s in j%ly to
receive the archbishop's pallium for Thomas rfom the pope.

If John was 1ndis§onsable to Theobald, he was a second
self to Thomas. John was abéut,the same age as Thomas, and
& holy friendship arose between the two. Through all the years
that they were together, John was Thomas's prudent counsellor
and shared with him every turn of fate. He controlled, warned,
and advised Thomas in every crisis. Keveftholess, his affec-
tionate admiration for Thomas did not render him a less clear-
sighted critie of the 1ﬁpatient unreasonableness and obstinacy
of his friend. John was tactful, yet undaunted aﬁd loyal to
the prinéiples of Christian conduct. He did not fear to reprow
the Archbishop, who delighted in hunting, saying that he was
indignant when Thomas stooped fton 80 high a rank to the
derieablo and murderous trade of a hunter. Cardinal Baronlus
quotes a ﬁaaaaso where John intrepidly condemns the con@uct

of Thomass:

I cannot excuse his promise at Clarendon, whereunto
he was drawn by the counsels of the blshops: because

» such a promise was not to be made: but confession
washed away the offense, having received solemn
penances from the Pope's Holiness, who in the presence
of many, by the Agostolical authority condemned those
perverse oustoms.

g?épe Alexander III during his exile made Mbntpelior his first
stopping place.

According to the author this letter was written to Peter or
Blols and 1s omitted in the usual collection of John's epistles.
It 1s placed in the end of the volume. The Ecclesiastical
?1stor¥ of Saint Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury, Cologne,
Pe ) .
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While John rendered falithful services to Thomas, %gnry IT
saw his wholeaome 1nr1uence.> He sent John into exiled® and
thought fhat Thomas would more readily yield to his own desires
if deprived of such a auppert. But John reached his friend
and did not spare his admonition especially in his association
with the king. He wrote:

I shall not forbid you to dress in ralment of gold,

to dine dally in splendid state to be honored above
all; if I may put 1t tersely, to do as is customary
to do in these degenerate days; while remaining up-
right yourself, and to mock a world that mocks you
wlth its allurements. For you are too great a man

to be caught in its tentacles, though it has caught
many thus., On your initilative, they say, under your
guldance and leadership, the famous King of the
English, Henry II, greatest of the kings of Britain,
if the results of hls action matech their beginnings,
is thundering in the neighborhood of Garonnej...

Amid such scenes of strife with innocency, I beseech
you and behold and speak and proclaim equlty. Decline
not thraughglove and hate, fear and hope from the ‘
right path.

S0 zealous an adherent was John tb Thomas "in good report
and evil report, at home and in exile, in 1life and in death,"10
that he seemed to live aegarding to Saint Paul, "Preach the
word; be instant 1ln season, out of season: rqpro%e, entreat,
rebuke in all patience and doctrine.“ll
Shortly after the insincere reconciliation of the King

with Thomas, John returned to England, November 12, 1170.

8In 1163, | ’
SHearnshaw F.J. Ces Social and Political Ideas of Some Great
Mediseval Thinkers, London, 19235, p. 77.

Oubrria, Je, Life and Martyrdom of Saint Thomas Becket, London,
1859, p. 357.

12 pimothy 4.2.

i Tem——
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His aim in coming ahead of the Arehbishop was to prepare a
reception worthy of the Frimate of England. Here Johﬂfaonsod
that the situation had not improved but that malice was steadlly
growing against the archbishoﬁ and his friend. Thomas, on re-
turning to England, also had a presentiment that his days were
numbered. |

On the day of the murder, when the four knights came with
a message from the king, John atood by Thomas beseeching him
to receive it privately. There was fear 1n-John, fear for his
master, who could easily lose control of himself and utter
words which he later might regret. John never lost his temper,
and wished to save Thomas from dgngof. The knights delivered
their message and left. But their plans had been made and
they were determined to carry them out. After a short time
they returned armed to accomplish theilr ginlstér task., Whether
or not John waé a witness to the death of !hemaé will remain
a contﬁéversial quéstion. Some of his contemporaries hold
| that he was present, and others, that at this critical moment
he hid himself. |

Nevertheless, in view of the canonization of his friend;
John wrote the life of Thomas. This work is rather a character-
sketch than a detailed life. John was the most intimate friend
of Thomas and knew every side of his character, every trouble
and care, every‘tear and‘Joy, every plan and deed. Yet he

wrote vorj 1ittle about him, and a great part’ef the life is
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a repetition of a letter written previously.12 The biography

as 1t is could not have been written later than 1176. For when
John was consecrated bishop of Chartres on July 22, 1176, Peter
of Blols congratulated him,15 and added that, by his own bishop's
order, he would certainly himself have Written the saint's life
if it had not been done already so beautifully by John.

If John was loyal to Thomas during his life, this devotion
increased after death., Father John Morris tells usl4 how John
showed his attachment, that to every document and even every
letter he added, "John, by divine condescension and the merits

of Saint Thomas, hﬁmble minister of the Church of Chartres.”
John died October 25, 1180,

IﬁParagraphz,zz to the end 1s almost a verbatim repetition
of a letter written to John of Pavia in 1171. ¥Eistle 304,
Migne, J., Opera Patrologiase Latinae, 1868, Vol. ’

- cols. 355-359,

13peter of Blois, Epistle 114.
141 re and Martyrdom of St. Thomas, p. 358,




BRIEF SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ALAN

A sort of a supplement by Alan of Tewkesbury ls connected
with the life of Thomas Becket written by John of Salisbury.
Scanty as 1ls our knovledge of this Englishﬁan, it is especially
unsatisfactory because there are many contradictory statements.
The only facta upon which writers agree are thgt in 1179 he
was promoted to the priorship of Christ's Church in Canterbury,
that in 1186 he was transferred to the abbacy of Tewkesbury,
and that he died in 1202.

Some writersl state that at the time of the murder of the
Archbishop, Alan was a canon at Benevento, Italy, and that he
returned to Engiand in 1174. They find no evidence that Alan
and the Archbishop'qvor met. Yet James Bennet holds,2

671257 was the contemporary and friend of the
proud an rtunate Thomas Becket, and probably

witnessed his tragical death; he has been sometimes
termed one of his evangelists in consequenge of

belng thought worthy by Archbishop Langtonv to be
employed in writing the history of the passion and
miracles of Becket, in order to promote his canonization.

lGiles R@hortlon, Hutton, Froude.
Hiator of Tewkesbury, London, 1830, p. 116.
3If Langton were born about 1160 he was hardly more than a boy
in 1176 and could hardly have had any authority to givo orders
to Alan,

X
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Alan did not write of the passion of the Archbis@gp. His
narrative comprises the time and eventg from the date of the
coﬁncil of Clarendon to the departure of Pope Alexander from
France, that is, from January 25, 1164, to November 23, 1165.
The incidents that he relates were meant to be an introduction
to the large collection of letters relating to the Archbishop's
history.

Another lnteresting point 1is nentioned by Frouda:4
rhmuch that he /Alan/ tells us consists of detailed conversatienJ
which none but a shorthand writer could have repeated accurate-
ly, and of which many must have come to his knowledge only by
'hogrsay." Robertson tries to explain these cireumstances,
conjecturing that if Alan was in Benevento, he could have been
informed through Peter Lonbaid of the progress of thp events,
At that time the latter was the Archbishop of Benevento where
Alan was a canon. When Thomas was in exile he was studying
under Lombard, lho‘could have obtained all this information
from Thomas directly.® 3
The opinion of Magnuglans could be more probable. He
tells us that if Alan was the first to make the collection of

these letters, there is no doubt that he had to correspond

4Frefude, R.H., Remains, Derby, 1839, Part 2, Volume 2,

preface page 12, ‘

Such a statement from Robertson is strange. Thomas's exile
began in 1164 and extended to November 1169, and Lombard died
at the latest in 1l64.

| SMagnusson, Eirikir Life of Archbishop: Thomas in Icelandic,
London, 1883, preface pp. 89, 90. '
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with those in whose posaossion they were. It may also,be
preasonably supposed that if he asked for the letters he could
havo asked for the abstracts of their speeches given on the
various occasions. The above mentioned writer makes another
conjecture. The accuracy of these speeches may lndicate that
already in those times minutes of the various ﬁootings were
made. From these perhaps, Alan‘drev his material. Magnusson
supports his aurﬁisi by the expression tha? John uses in the
prologue’ "great volumes written by him," which were left
behind Thomas. )

The collection and arrangements of the letters must have
been made during the life of John of Sallsbury because Alan

alludes to him as opiscqpua Carnotensis two times, once in the
9

prologue® and sgain in the first section of the biography.
To this expression he does not add ”o: happy memory," which
means that John was then still living. John was bishop of

Chartres in 117;41180. Therefore Alan's work must have been
finished within these four years. Most of the speakers un-

doubtedly were still living and would be certaln to read his
work. Therefore, Alan had to recount the events and speeches

with unimpeachable accuraey.

vPago 5 of this thesis.
8Pago 1l of this thesis.
%Page 39 of this thesis.




In spite of the numerous inconsistencles and rega:dles:
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of where Alan obtained his material, this is certain that . the

preface to the collection and the 529 letters. illustrative of

the negotiation between Thomas and Henry II was written by him,

without these letters and the portrayal of the position that

Thomas held within the span of these two years, there would

be a gap in the course of history.




THE LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS OF CANTERB
OB
JOHN OF SALISEURY
oD |
ALAN ABBOT OF TEWKESBURY:

RY ARCHBISHOP AND MARTYR

The Prologue to the life and death of the Blessed Martyr Thomas

Everywhere the honor and glory of Thomas shine forth.
His lustre, illuminating the four quarters of the world,
arouses devotion to him., . From everywhere pecple flock to his
shrine. JMen and women, young and old, rioch and poor are de-
voted to him, His fame rapidly spreading attracts even bar-
barous nations. Men who eagerly seek to know his mode of life '
and above all the cause and circumstances of his martyrda;.
will be satisfied with the blography written by a man of ven-
erable life, extraordinary virtue, his own cleric, a companion
of his exile, a sharer of all his troubles,® who later became
Bishop of Chartres. This is John of Salisbury, who briefly
and succinetly portrayed this champion of Christ and his con-
test., It 1s‘true that this iccount does not explain OVer

1Alan'a part will be found on pages 38-78.

2gompare Apocalypse 1.9.
1l
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detall of His Iife. For this reason 1t seems ndviadblo to add
to the Life an appendix of letters, containing all thingl
thelr proper order. This will supply in full the needs of
anyons wishing to learn the 1ife of the man, the story of his
exile, or the procedure of his trial and its outcome. The
letters in many and dispersed collections are here gathered
into a composite whole, as well as could be done, each in its
place and order. If, however, some letters are of general
naturé ﬁnd less pertinent to the case, and therefore better
placed elsewhere, that will affect the continuity of the whole
very little. If anyone will select such letters, ponder them,
and use more care to affect a better arrangement, there will
be no one to envy him the task. The letters are in separate
groups, according to the progress of the story. The first
group extends from the beginning of the exile to the coming
of the cardinals ¥William and Otho.> What, when, where 6r by
whom things were done, one will learn quite readily thrbugh |
these lotteri. The second part from that point until Gratian
and Vivian.‘ The third part as far as Simon, Piior of Valle

siillian and Otho were cardinal legates of the Pope in 1187,
William was a cardinal priest of St. Peter's Chains and
a strong partisan of Heanry. Otho was a cardinal deacon of
8t. Nicholas in the Tullian prison.

4Grat1an, a subdeacon and notary of the Holy See and nephew
to Pope Bugenius III. Vivian, an archdeacon of Orvieto and
an advocate of the Roman caurt. These were the third papal
legation in 1169.
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pei, and Bernard of Corilo.® The fourth part to Arohbishop
Rotrou of Rouong‘dnd Bishop of Nevers, and even to Archbishop
William of Sens, now the Archbishop o,f‘l’thé:lms.‘7 The rifth
contains the peace, death, and canonigzation of the martyr and
the reconciliation of the King of England with the Church of
christ.®

In these letters the diligent and devout reader will find
the image of the man of God more fully depicted, In addition
to this study, if it pleases anyone to 1nvestigate'the saintts
tralts, there he will find an abundance of material written
by the finger of God.9 There also can the aaoerdotal and

episcopal authority recognige itself in tho reflection 10 of

his battle rendering due service to Caosar and'hgnor to God.ll
I shall not prolong this introduction any tﬁrther. If anyene
wishes to know how he ought to defend the liberty or'the Charech,
let him go through the letters of this martyr, and soon he will
find his task outlined. First, then, let the work of John be

read, that a path may be opened for the rest which follows.

Sgimen, Prior of Valle Dei (or Mont Dieu) and Bernard de Corilo
(or de la Coudre) are two of the members of the second papal
i;ga;é;n to arrango reconciliation between Henry and Thomas

1lés.

5Rotron de Beaumont, archbishop of Rouen 1165-1183.

Iillian, archbishop of Sens 1168-1176, and Archbishop Rheins
1176-1202.

8Alan's chronological order of the letters is wrong according
to hiatory, because Simon and Bernard formed the second
legation and Vivian and Gratian the third.

chmparo Exodus 31.18,

%gConpure James 1.23.
Compare Matthew 22,.,21; Mark 12.17.




THE PROLOGUE OF MASTER JOHN OF SALISBURY
PO THE LIFE OF SAINT THOMAS MARTYR
The anclent enemy continually attacks Holy Church, but

the Son of God, who with His own blood redeemed the church,
protects her and promotes her unto true liberty by the blood
of His members. Among them are preeminent the "glorious choir
of apostles,®l and the purple clad army of the holy martyrs.
By their teaching, "the live stones™® "in the building of
Christ's Body,"> are brought togothér;ﬁby,thpir example they
are atrongthanéd, by their blood they are united as if by a
cement or mortar; so the Church 1s spread and‘growa in numbers
and Ln virtue, and beeomes a temple holy in the sight of the
Lord.? But though all martyrs have the prerogative of eternal
glery,s still the title of some 1s more illustrious than that
of others, and the crown of those will shine more brilliantly
who, "with a double honor worthy"e of learned men, porrorh

their duty, "being made a pattern of the flock frem the

lpe Dounm 8.
2] Peter 2.5.

hesus 4.12.
4Ephesus 2.21.
5cempa:e~Bgruch 5.1.
61 Pimothy 5.17.

I



i e . 8
. hggrt,'q and in time of necessity lay down their liveadror
their sheep.® For as "star differs from star in glory,"® so

also in the resurrectioni®

of the saints, the just, each in

pis own rank, will shine as the stara,ll and they that instruct
many to jJustice, will be as the splendor of the firmament for
all eternity.le It is right and proper that St, Thomas, the
Archbishop of Canterbury, be assocliated with theaé; and as he
stood out for Christ as a partaker of His sufferings and tribu-
lationd,ls 80 may he also be in Christ a joint<heir of consola-
tion and glory., In order that his néritt may be better known,
let this narrative briefly and aueoinctly discuss the most
important facts of his life, If anyone wishes to know the
whole series of events in his life, they may‘hoiobtainod»frqn
the many great Voiumes written by him and about him. It will
be a credit to God's grece, "which breathes where it till,"l‘
for in a short apaée of various occupations he fulfilled aﬁlong
time.15 This 1s shown by his own letters and the writings of
others, full of faith and worthy of telling, which if read
diligently, could encourage both the present and future genera-

tions to a virtuous life.

71 Peter 5.3.

8Comparo John 10.11,1S5.

91 corinthians 15.41.
10compare 1 Corinthisns 15.42.
%%Gampare Wisdom 3.7.
laCoupare Daniel 12.3.
4Conpare 2 Corinthians 1.17.
John 8.8.

LScompare Wisdom 4.13.




THE END OF THE PROLOGUE AND THE BEGINNING OF THE LIFE AND
PASSION OF SAINT THOMAS THE MARTYR

1) The above mentioned Blessed Thomas, a native of London,
a distmguished descendant of parents of the middle class, was
from the earliest years of his youth enriched with manifold
graces, He was tall and well buillt, charming of manners, keen
of ﬁnd, fluent and pleasant of speech, and lovjble for one of
his age. BSuch was his force of intellect that he prudently‘
solved diffioult problems which he had never before heard.
Moreover, he was gifted with an excellent memory. What he
once learncd‘, he could repeat without diffieculty as many times
as he ﬁuhed. There were many well-read men who could not
match this achievement; and his resocurces of mind, truly
marvelous in the light of his many distracting oceupations,
were set down as miraculous, Thus grace, his "foster nurse,"!
attended the future primate, so that at a conference or in the
coufae of & sermon, as he was accustomed to say, she would

supply whatever he might need.

lyisdom 16.25,
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2) From early youth, so he used to relate, he loagged
grom his mother the fear of the Lord, and sweetly to invoke
the Blessed Virgin, as a gulde of his paths and patron of his
1ife, and to lay all his trust in her after Christ., With the
public beggars he was in deep uyﬁpathy,‘and came to their aid
so that with Job he could say, "From my infancy, mercy grew
up with me and piety came out with,na from my mother's wanb.'2

3) After he left the sehools of 1liberal arts, he turned
his attention to the duties of the court. Such was his charac-
ter that he quick%y stood forth in both the serious occupations
of the court as well as the more trifling. In this way he
easlly surpassed his contemporarieqs and co-workers. Although
he followed his youthful pursuits as the tastes of his early
years urged, yet true zeal for loyalty and magnanimity were
always uppermost in his heart. He was anxious for popular
favor,4 and what is written about Saint Brice of Pours® I
would not hesitate to affirm of Thomas, that although he was
proud and used their langnago; yet his obéervance of chastity

must be admired and imitated,

anmpare Job 31.18,

5canparo Galatians l.14.

4Horace, Carmina 3.2.20.
St. Brice, the Arehhiahop of Tours, was calumniated by his
subjects, and as a result he suffered a seven year exile.
After his return to Tours he died in 447.




4) When he perceived in the courts of the nobleq‘pany
points derogative to the i1deals of the clergy, and their
society to which he was attached, in opposition to his own
pesolve, prompted by God's grace and under its influence
rather than the advice of his friends, Thomas resorted to the
Father of happy memory, Thooialds Archbishop of Canterbury.
There his untiring industry merited him the honor of being
enlisted among the few intimates. What great and arducus
labors he undertook for the Church of God, how many times he
visited the threshold of the Apostles to settle ecclesiastical
needs, how successfully he adjusted matters enjoined upon him
is difficult to recount, especially in a compendium which
neglects individual items in favor of their total effect, and
alms at explaining the cause of his nartjrdom. ‘

5) He studied civil and canon law; thus by pleading
cases, deciding disputes, and 1nstruct1ng'the.pqople,_thb
future primate, predestined by God, was in the making. 'Ihia.
experience later alded him to practise more easily the eccle-
siastical administration. He was appointed an archdeacon by
the aforesaid Archbishop of the holy Church of Canterbury from
!hosé bosom he had sprung.

- 6) Shortly after, the Duke of Normandy and Aquitania,
Henry,v‘the son of Geoffrey, the Count of Anjou and the Bmpress

6Theo‘bald, archbishop of Canterbury 1159-1161.‘
Henry II, king of England 1154-1189. ,
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Matilda,8 succeeded King Stephen® in the reslm of England,

The aforesald Arclibishop strove to have his Archdeacon made
the royal chancellor. He suspected the youth of the king and
he dreaded the foolishness and malice of the lawless young men
by whose counsels he seemed to be influenced lest by thelr
instigation he should exercise more insolently "the right of

a vietor,"10 for 1t seemed to him that he had subjugated the
people. fhia, however, was not the case, He managed to have
a chancellor appeinted in the lower court, that by his help
and attention he could check the impetuosity of the new king
from taking any untoward action against the ohurch, check his
ovil designs, put a clanp‘on the boldness of the officials

who conspired to tear away his rights under the cover of publiec
power and under the pretext of the law of the church as well
as the people of the provinces. ‘

7) At the very beginning of his chancellorship he with-
stood many and varioﬁa tribulations. Furthermore he was worn
out by many labors and almost crushed by constant afflictions.
Humerous insidious attacks were made upon him and thanks to
"the malice of the inhabitanta”ll he was exposed to many trials
in the court. In consequence of all this, as he repeatedly

BMatilds, daughter of Henry I.
9Stephen, king of England 1135-1154,
10compare Judges 21.22.

llpselms 106.34.
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gold the archbishop and his friends--and his tears gavg it
proof--life became more of a burden12 as days went on, and,
excepting only his eternal selvation, there was nothing that
pe desired more than, without the stigma of dishonor, to shake
himself free from the shackles of the court. Even though

the world flattered and applauded him, still he was mindful

of his state and his duty. Daily he was obliged on the one
hand to strive for the safety and honor of the king, and on
the other for the needs of the church and the bishops. He

was forced to struggle agaiﬁst his enemies and by various
means to elude their stratagems. But this especlally was

hard on him, that he had to fight "the beasta"™3 of the court
unceasingly, as he used to say, he had to take issue with

Proteusl4

or be in constant exercise in a wrestling school.
For from neariy'evory direction, ﬁrecipitoua ruin threatened
unless God's grace and hi# own diligenco would save him.

8) In his office as chancellor of the royal palace he
found such favor in the eyes of the king that, after the
death of the above-mentioned Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate
of Britain, the king gave him the See of Canterbury, that he
might more easily rule the entire Church of England. Experif\

ence had made the king confident that Thomas's greatness of

lgcompare 2 Corinthians 1.8,
iSCompare 1 Corinthians 15.32.
4Horace, Epistles 1.1.90; Sermones 2.3.71.
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soul and leyalﬁy met the d@mands of this high office. dHo'
thought also that Thomas could be easily brought over to his
own personal view points,Aand that he woﬁld unfallingly comply
with his wishes in both ecclesliastical and secular affairs;

if early death shéuld cut shért his (the king'a) days, this
appointment would provide a most faithful péoteotor for his
heirs. Thomaa, very shrewed as he was and well eccustomed,
more than words ean tell, to weigh the future, pondered well
the dangers of such a charge, since he had learned from long
experience both the hardships and\honor’connogtod with that
position. For he knew the whims o; ﬁhe king and his officials,
his wickedness and obstinacy, and the influence of the mali-
cious informers in the court. From all this, he surmised very
correctly, that‘his acceptance of the position offered would
cost him either the grace of God or ﬁhat‘of the king. He could

not adhere to the laws of God15

while following the nétions
of the king, and he would surely have the king a8 an enemy if
he prererred the laws of the saints.

9) And so for some time Thomas opposed the king and those
wishing him to be promoted. But his election to the holy
office was so inevitable that when the venerable Henry of Pisa,

a cardinal priest and apoatolic legate, pressed him with
eloquent and repeated demands, he acceded to the king's wish

end the counsel of his friends. He preferred to incur danger

lscenparo Psalms 72.28,




from the king than to proleong the desolation of the ch%;ch,
which was already subject to‘many perila., He definitely de-
cided to free the Church from the misery of such servitude or
'in imitation of Christ to lay down his life for his sheep.l®
For the civil power removed the privileges of the Church and
tried in court, without distinction, secular as well as eccle-
siastical cases., Thus the clergy were treated as roughly as
the common people.l7

10) Although at first certain rivals attempted to hinder
his promotion, Quito in opposition to Divine Providence, still
he whom Geod had chosen as a future bishop and martyr was
unanimously elected.

11) After he was consecrated, Thomas stiripped off the old
man,l8 and put on a hairshirt and & monk's hablt, erucifying
his flesh with 1ts vices and eencupiseonces.lg Reflecting too
that he had taken over the office of a doector and a shepherd,
he fulfilled the duty of & preacher, giving whatever time he
could apare from the more urgent affairs to prayer and reading,
When he was all alone, strange to behold, his eyes were filled
with tears; he celebrated the divine mysteries as if he saw the
Passion of the Lord in reality before him, 8o reverently did
he handle the divine sacraments that hils very toueh strength-
oned the faith and fervor of those who watsehed him. - His hand

1ecempara John 10,11, 15.
1700mpare Isalas 24.2; Osee 4.9.

18compare Colossians 3,.9.
1900!paro Galatians 5.24.




shrank away from every donation and rreh'his house he_com-
pleteiy wiped out all stain of avgrico. He waa'prudent in
his counsels; he was thorough in settling cases; he was
modest as a listener; subtle in questioning; prompt in reply-
ing; 3ust, without respect of poraona,zo in his judgments;
and most exact observer of law in everything. He wore fine
clothes to conceal zealously the seldier of‘christ,zl lest
vainglory should diminish his merits, so that, aecording to
the statement of a wise man, "his outward appearance was that
‘of the ordinary man, but within all things were different,2?
He could not go to the palace table'unless the poor were
first led in, For this reason he wished his table to be
better, richer, and more complete, so that from the remnants
he could more fully and kindly comfort the noody; None or}
those begging from door to door left hls house empty-handed.
Through his deputies he carefully looked up and viaitod the
homes of the sick and weak, and sustained them with daily |
provislons and clothing. His predecessor, Theobald of blessed
memory, was accustomed to double the regular alms of the
bishops preceding him; Themas in the spirit of pious compoti-
tion decreed to double Theobald!s donations. For this holy
work, he set aside the tenth part of everything he received,

20compare 1 Peter 1.17,
2lcompare 2 Timothy 2.3.

22Senoca, Epistles 3.5,
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from whatever source. In the privacy of his cell, he gally
knelt and washed the feet of thirteen beggars in memory of
Christ. When they had had their fi1ll of refreshments he gave
each one four silver pileces. If by chance, ihieh was seldom,
he was prevented from doing this in person, he took care that
this duty be performed by hls deputy. He received men of
religioﬁa orders with such}rovoronoe that one would believe
that he venerated im them either the angels or the Divin§
Presence. In his hospltallty and other deeds of mercy he was
so generous that whatever was within his means appeared to be
the common patrinény of all good men. Although, after the
fashlion of his country, his houno was famous for costly uten-
sils and for displaying various rurhishings, he despised
riches, affluence, and every worldly possession udung.23

He used these transitory things rather for providing necessi-
ties thar to satisfy his own longings. In food and drink‘he:
held the middle course, leat total abstinence should bring

the accusation of scrupulosity, or by immoderate use he should
be subject to 1ntoxieafion. Shunning alike the charge of
slander and of hypogrisy, he thought that was the best kind of

fast whieh held to the measure of sobriety. Though dressed
in fine garments, he was poor in spirit; his smiling counte-
mance disguised a contrite heart, at a sumptuous board he

preferred to remain poor, with his stomach empty more

gacenpare Philippians 3.8.
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frequently then filled, more often refreshed than satjsfied,
always frugal, he conformed himself to thoae'vith whom he
1A1vod, following the ap'ostlo, who by happy dispensation became
all things to all men,?* in order to gain all. "He freed the
poor from the mighty"?s who in truth was given by God as &
"father of the pe'»cn""“"6 and a "consoler of the nonrnful.”27

He freely reprehendéd vices of the magnates, kmowing that
where the spirit of the Lord is, there also 1is liberty.28
Discreet as he was, he weighed the character of those whom he
reprimanded and warned, lest he give what is holy to dogs or
cast pearls before avino.zg And because he was taught by
heavenly uncﬁion, he always appeared a remarkably eloquent
scholar whether he spoke to learned or :lgnérant. .Jmportance
of matter and purity of diction made his speech attractive
and fruitful. After meals and after sleep, as neceasity re-
quired it, he once more without any regard to time gave him-

self to business or scripture or pious c'onvoraatien,so

always
avoliding idleness at all costs, least "the enemy might see him

and mock at his sabbatha."sl Whatevorktino he ocould retrench

246@npare 1 Corinthiens 9.22.

25pgsalms 71.12.

2670b 29.16.

2770b 29.25.,

23(!951)&7.1%9 2 Corinthians 3.17; John 4.24.
29Compare Matthew 7.6.

SORetaining the reading studiis et

31lramentations 1.7. His "sabbaths” means his days of rest.
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from his nightly sleep without serious physical detrigent,

he gave to tears and prayers, striving for purity in body,
for chastity in heart, modesty in speech, uprightness in
everything, so that those whom he was to teach would be moved
more powerfully by the example of his sanctity. He attacked
incessantly the schismatics and heretics and never could he
be induced to deal with the excommunicated. Whoever opposed
sound doctrines was unhesitatingly considered his future
enemy in Christ. Burning with zeal for justice, he strove

to give every man his due, absolutely without respect of
perscn352 and thelr donations.

12) When the ancient enemy saw that such a man would be
of great benefit to the Churech of God, he was angered and in
order_that the earth might no longer anjoy its chséished
peace, he chose many powerful instigaters of evil,53 fhreugh
whom he sowed the "seed of hatred"®® into the heart of the
king and his courtiers. Whenever the latter had any disagree-
ment over the royalleustams and ﬁho ecolesiastical rights,
‘with the elimination of this holy man in view, he goaded on
these sons of perditionssvho were always trying to overthrow
the freedom of the church. But though all these were suppressed,
the Church of Canterbury gavb him more trouble. It had suf-

fered a great loss of power, honor, and 1nr1uenconocause of

3§Cenpara 1 Peter 1.17; James 2.1.

33compare 2 Machabees 4.1.
 S4genesis 37.5.

S Compare 2 Thessalonians 2.3.

e g m——
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the active opposition of Roger, the archbishop of Ybrg,ss
and those following his lead, also because ér the opposition
of many nobles who were of'tthQ bou;d to the service of the
éhurch by loyalty and privileges. Moreover, the king fre-
quently kepf Thomas from exercising canonical justice upon
his subjects when their transgressions demanded it. The
secular péwer usurped oveéything at will, quite againstfpor-
sonal and property rights and the rights of ecclesiastical
law, while the bishops were silent or murmured rather than
resisted. Therefore the king tried to have the bishops yield
to his demand by promises and flatteries. The man of God,
firm and founded on a rock,37 eould neither be softened by
blandishments nor frightened by threats to deviate from the
pursuit of justice. | |
' 13) Since Thomas led an aseétie life, the ungodly strove
by their malicious interpreéationa to darken the change in the
Archbishop which the right hand of the Most High®® had wrought,
ascribing everything to serupulosity. His geal for Justice
they misrepresented as cruelty; his care for the interests of
the church, they attributed to covétousnoss. His contempt of
worldly favor, they styled as a hunting after glory; hia
courtly splendor was falsely called pride. That he regularly
followed the will which had been taught him from above, was

.12 s
Roger of Pont 1'Eveque, chief opponent of Becket, consecr ,
to York 1154-1181, | » consecrated

Compare Matthew 7.25; Luke 6.48.
S8Compare Psalms 76,11,
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Erandod as a mark of arrogance; that in guarding the {gttor
of the law he often seemed to go beyond the bbunds of his
predecessors, was held to be a token of foclhardiness. Nothing
could now be said or doee by him without being perverted by
the malice of lawless men, insemuch, that they persuaded the
king that if the Archbisheop's power should continue, the royal
dignity would no doubt perish; and unless he provided for
himself and his heirs, the king would be any man whom the
clergy would choose, and he would reign as loeng as 1t pleased
the Archbishep. ,

14) When the bishops and the ﬁoblea gathered by the
order of the king to disentangle the problems of the kingdom,
e contentlon arose between the king and the church. It |
dragged on for a long time, and by the instigation of the
devil grew worse every day. The bishops were in unanimous
agreexient with thelr archbishop in the idea that in all things
that are of God " they would most loyally obey the king; they
agreed moreover to make no pact nor promise to the king unless

they could do it without less to their owm preatigefo

This
being the cawse, various schemes were launched to break the
united front prosentéd by the hierarchy, Acting as agents
were certain bishops who to all appearances were pillars of

the church and the faith; it was hoped that in their company

891.e. in accordance with God's will and involving no sin.

40galvo ordine suo - this was the formula used by bishops at
the ceremony of their consecration, when taking an oath of
fidelity to the King of England.

-
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the archbishop too would be perverted, or that, if he ghose to
stand alone, he would be more easily crushed. There were very
many who tried to displace the man of God, but his followers
violently resisted their enemy. The men of invincible stead-
fastness reflected that he is not alone whom God assists. He
was inspired by this and took his definite stand, setting him-

1 for the house of Israel which

self up as a most solid 'e.ll4
could neither be broken by threats nor softened by,flatteries.
He thought it better to follow the poor Christ as a poor man

than to leave the law of Christ,42

by whose consolatlion .he was -
united with the small number of the poor who suffered with him,

15) After the numerous dissensions and abuses the bishops |
and nobles at last gathered at clarendon45 by the royal dooreo.‘
The king demanded urgently that the royal customs which
according to the agreement of the nobles, his grandfather
seemed to have observed, should be reviewed publicly and with
absolute and expressed assent of all the bishops should be
affirmed adding no conditions whatsoever, The Arohbishop and
bilshops who heard this made every effort tp'hindar or at least
to pestpone the danger which they belleved was inevitable

whether from this or that point. If they agreed with faults

E%compare Ezechlel 13,5, '

4 Compare Beclesiasticus 49,6, '
3Jannary 13-30, 1164, Clarendon, a royal castle a few miles
away from Salisbury, The meeting consisted of the two
Archbishops, eleven bishops, and thirty or forty of the

- higheat nebles, with a multitude of inferior barons.
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thﬂt were deep-set in wickedness, then \danger to faith :ould
rdoubtedly follow, and if they opposed, the peace of church
and preservation of life would be exposed to certain dangers.
f‘nd they had good reason to fear, for, according to Solomon,

: wgs the roaring of the lion so also is the anger of the king,"%4
: ‘gowever, the full Aforce of the confliet turned against the
Archbishop without whose advice, as their leader, the bishops
dared nothing and they even dreaded to counsel him to yleld.

He was more worried about some of his bishops, whom loss of

iife and limb seemed to threaten because of the old hatred of
the king, than about his own dangers, even though these were
many and grave. Therefore ylelding to pressure rather than
deceived by the arguments of great men who made profession of
relig:lon, he gave verbal assent to the petition of the king.
Thus he himself and the bishops for whom he feared escaped phys-
fcal danger with the loss of their cause. However, the Arch-
bishop thought physical freedom might {involve spiritual ruin;
accordingly he bogan to mortify himself more severely in the
matter o_f food and clething and suspended himself from the
service at the altar until through confesaslion and worthy fruits

]

of penmco‘ he deserved to be pardoned and absolved by the

Roman Pontiff.

4proverbs 19.12.
4Scompare Matthew 3.8.
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16) But the anger of the king did not quiet down., With
gorrifying threats he promised still greater severity unless
g¢he customs which he tried to enforce against the church be
gonfirmed and signed by the authority of the archbishops and
bishops. Because the confessor of Christ, the future martyr,
dared to oppose the efforts of the king, he was subjected to
many wrongs, struck with abuses and afflicted with 1njuries,46
and finally on an unjust accusation was dragged to Northampton.
There through an unfair sentence he patiently endured a con-
demnation on some financlal charge and even gave a sufficient
security for the amount judged to be paid to the king. He was
brought to court on one charge and judged on another. Under
the pretext of rendering a financial account of the offices
during the time of his chancellorship, they brought a variety
of accusations against him. This procedure, which was conteary
to divine and human law, so pfayed upen his mind that he felt
it necessary to appeal to the Holy See against the bishops,
lest they condemm him by an unjust verdict merely to flatter
the king. A4s a result of this procedure he likewise was
summoned to the presence of the Pope on the demand of the
bishops.

17) The appeal turned out against the nobles. The arch-
bishop neither acknowledged any gullt nor stood convioted, but
constantly asserted his rights and those of the Church, and

4600mpare Ecclesiasticus 10.8.
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called upon the aid of the secular power. The nobles were
forbldden under anathema to pass a sentence againat thelr
father and judge,47 nevertheless, adding to their own damnation
they boldly passed a verdlect against him and thus gave vent
.to thelr innate fury. When they wanted to announce the verdict,
the holy man took in hls hand the eross which he constantly
carried about ia his heart and body,48 ralsing it on high,
departed from the grim court, while the depraved men were
shouting that he ought to be arrested as a traiter worthy to
be hanged. In order that the servant of the Lord might well
understand his title, he heard on all sides, "Cruicify, erucify
himi"49 wge however, passing through their midst walked eut."50
18) After that he went to an inn where in the silence
of the night two prominent and very loyal nobles came to him.
Their features were haggard and stained with tears, Striking

51 they confessed and protested by the dreadful

their breasts,
Judgment of God, that they knew beyond doubt that nobles
notoriocus for their eviis and defliled by many crimes had
planned his murder, and they had beund themselves by mutual
oaths to kill him. Therefore 1oat the cause of the church,

which was not yet fully known, suffer disaster by his death,

47Ganparo Ecclesiasticus 8,17.
48compare 2 Corinthians 4.10.
49TuKe 23.21; Mark 15.14.

gonuk. 4.30,
lcompare Luke 23.48.
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gfhomas took to flight that same night, having with hig only

one brother for company. He hid during the day and continued
pis journey during the night. After the sixteenth day he
preached the port of Sandwich. Since he had no better means

!
:
g
,
:

of conveyance, he was téken across to Flanders in a amall
fragile boat, by two priests, because any other travelers
would have done more harm than good, delaying the voyage
rather than affording any help.

19) Thus exiled, the confessor of Christ was graciously

52 and was recommended to

received by Pope Alexander at Sens,
a monastery at Pontigny.>® But the King of BEngland dispatched
his bishops and nobles to the Apostolic See. Through them

he made many promises on condition that legates be sent to
give & final decislion in the case of the Archbishop of
Canterbury without possibility of further appeal. The king
wanted the trial to be transferred to England immediately.
For 1t seeméd to him that the cardinals could be influenced
and numerous witnesses against every polnt of the case could
be easily secured., But when he learned from the returning
legates that his request had been refused, he ordered the
church and all the goods of the Archbishop and of his house-
hold to be sonfiscated. And there followed an event un-
paralleled in history. The king sentenced to exile all

Thomas's kindred,}togethér with all his friends and

ggPope Alexander III arrived at Sens in October, 1163.
At Pontigny, about twelve leagues from Sens, was a Cistercian
monastery. Thomas a. -




;gduaintaneoa who were proscribed without regard to d%gnity

or rank; condition or fortune, age or sex. Even women in
confinement and little ones crying in thelr cradles were sent
into exile. Hls inhuman rage proceeded further and his
cruelty was too dreadful for tender ears., The catholic Church
may pray for heretics, schismaties and perfidious Jews, yet

it was forbidden that anyone should aid Thomas with prayers in
public. Moreover, the secular officials forced all adults to
take oaths that they would go to Pontigny in order to afflict
the heart of the Archbishop. There the holy man tortured
himself with long fasts and cehtinued prayers for the ehurch,
the king and the English kingdom, until Henry by arrangement
with the Clsterclan Abbots, who had gathered from their owmm
lands for a general chapter, tried to drive him out. But
before he left he was comforted by a divine vision., Heaven
showed him that he would return to his church with glory, and
from there, through the palm of martyrdom, he would depart to
the Lord. Just as the Blessed Virgin whose soul a sword of
sorrow pierceds‘ is comﬁonly consldered more than a martyr, so
the confessor in taking upon himself and his friends many
great, unheard of tortures showed himself worthy of the crown
of martyrdom, Fearing lest these holy monks suffer any loss

on his account, he took his dapartuross quite voluntarily.,

54Gampare Luke 2,35.
“November, 1166,
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He then went to Louls, the most christian King of Franoo:.vho
pecelived him reverently and until the return of peace, minis-
gered to his needs with every kindness. Louls even begged the
Pope, in consideration of the king's own leve and services
rendered, not to prolong matters bj useless delays 1f he had
any love for France and for the prestige of the Holy See.

Even William, the revered Bishop of Sens, having taken plty |
on the desolatlon of the church of England, undertook a jeurnoy
to the Apostollic See, and besought the Church of Rome to stop
all appeals, and to place the King of England under anathema,
and his kingdom under interdict, unless peace be restored to
the Chnreh of Canterbury. ,
20) Meanwhile those who hated peae056 of the ohurch were
not idle, At their urging, Roger, archbishop of York, ignored
alike the Holy Father's prohibition, the rank of the Church of

7 and its long standing custanssa by boldly enter-

Canterbury.5
ing the territory of Canterbury and there officlating at the
coronation of Henry, the king's son.s9 Assisting him were his

suffragans, who raised not a word of protest in favor of the

ngompare Psalms 119,.7.
57Dorobernensis: Canterbury occuples the site of the Roman
overnum, and hence is frequently referred to under this

name.

58As early as the sixth century Canterbury held the metropolitan
righta. The primacy of Canterbury and with it the privilege
to crown kings was established through Ethelhard, the arch-
bishop of Canterbury, by the authority of Pope Leo III at
the Council of Clevesho in 803. (Hook, Vol. I, p. 267.)

59The king's son i.e. Henry III at the age of fifteen was
crowned by Roger, at Westminster June 14, 1170, and again with

hls queen at Winchestgg in 1172,
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church of Canterbury. With the increase of insults, !;th the
greater and greater abuse of the "patlence of Christ"S0 4
varied definite threat was being aimed agalnst the king and
his people. The verdict could not be delayed any longer he-
cause the decisive day was approaching. Hence, the king,
hard pressed by the canonical severity, at last assented that
peace should be restored to the church of England. Everybody
in the kingdom rejoiced, thinking that the affair was honor-
ably settled and not done in pretense; but what some of them
really did was revealed by the outcome. The 'Pontifex' of
Christ, attributing his own good faith to those with whom he
was dealing, hoped that better days were at hand. Many urged
Thomes net to dare to return until peace was established more
firmly. But Thomas, fearing for the church and his souls, and
then having been offered a safe conduct by Henry, returned in
the seventh year of his exile and was welcomed by the clergy
and people as an angel of the Lord.

21) When the Pope received the complaint of Saint Thomas
about the aforesaid boldness of the archbishop of York and the
other bishops who assisted him, he suspended from the episcopal
office both the archbishop of York and the bishops favoring

602 Thessalonians 3.5.
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him., He again pronounced®l the sentence of anathemasover
Gilbert of London62 and Jocelyn of S'aliabury.esa These acts of
severity, made known just as Thomas returned, further embittered
the king and rendered the poisoned words of the detractors ﬁhe
mnore effeotivé in harming Thomes. Again, therefors, the athlete
of Christ suffered insulis ‘and injuries beyond measure and
number, and by public edict was forbidden to leave the bounda-
ries of his church. Anyone who smiled at him or at any one

of his partisans was considered a public enemy. All this the
man of God "endured with great patiende"®? preferring te sutfer
the loss not only of property but even of his own life, than
without intervention or at least protest to endanger the
Justice of God and the liberty of the chmreh. With dus respect
to all the saints, I would say that if a person's sacrifice to
God be measured by what is given up for love of'h:lm, then one
is not easlly found to surpass Saint Thomas. For Christ he
despised his goods and relatives, he despised the tov‘u and
despised even himae»lf.ss“ | g

8lon Palm Sunday 1167, Thomas solemnly excommunicated Gilbert
and Jocelyn. In 1170 on Easter Day, through the advice of
the Pope, the Archbishop of Rouen absolved them. In
September of the same year, they were again excommmmlcated
for the substitutlon of the Constitutions of Clarendon for
the coronation oath. Through the intercession of Thomas,
the sentence was pronounced only for participating in the
coronation.

62G11bert Foliot, bishop of London 1163-1186.,

6370celyn de Balliol, bishop of Salisbury 1142-1184.
42 Corinthiens 8.4.
SCompare 2 Machabees 7,23,
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22) Our confessor's death agony ls a natural tog%c for
pistorians, and many capable writers have given aceounts of
the trials and the characters invelved. For this reason I do
not wish to delay long on this subject, especlally since fre-
quent tellings have made 1t kmown and populariged it through
the entire Latin speaking world. In this great manifestation
of divine providence, however, there is one phenomenon that
cannot be ignored, which attracts attention of all and en-
hances God's glory and that of his martyr. I mean the fact
that in the death story of the prelate all detalls marvelously
combined to bring perpetual renown to his name, and to stain
with undying opprobrium the name of hias implous persecutors.
Consider the parts played by Thomes, and then form your
estimate of him, He was a devout Archbishop, the Primate of
all Britain and Legate of the Apostolic S8ee, a most righteous
judge, "neither a respecter of persons,"®® nor of gifts, a
defendef of the liberty of the church, a very tower erected in

Jerusalem facing Dtmascus,sv

& mallet to crush the wicked, but
At the same time, a consoler®® of the poor and those grieving,
Let each one who wishes to leave the kingdom look out for him-

gqlf.sg And if the cause mekes the martyr, as no wise man

B8acts 10,34,

5709mpare Csnticles 7.4.

88compare Job 29.25.

697he meaning of the Latin in this sentence is not clear. The
passage beginning with this sentence to the end of section
twenty two is omitted in some manuscripts,
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did Thomas prepare himself? TFor long had he shown higpolr
a living sacrifieo,75 holy.and pleasing to Ged; by prayer
and watching, by raatin576 and the use of a rough halrshirt,
he had crucified his flesh with vices and concupiscenees.77
He who was accustomed to expose his back to the scourge (as
only his intimate friends knew) like a slave of Christ, and
who used to offer on the altar the body and blood of Christ,
now prostrate before the altar offered his own blood, shed by
the hands of the wicked, "

23) It was not permitted to the agents of Satan to be
present at the saerifice of the diseiple and servant, as it
was to thelr predecessors at the crucifixion of the ﬁaiter
and Lord. Our Lord's persecutors avoided defiling the city
and violating the sabbath’® by leading their prisoner outside
the city and erucifying Him beyond the 3ate;79 sentence was
passed upon Him after a trial, however unjust, and He had had
some meager chance to defend Himself. Furthermore, He suffered

80

at the hands of the gentlles who knew not God, and by the

authority of the secular power. The very men who dragged Him
away as prisoner were those whose law He seemed to attack, and

8l

it was His own disciple, the son of perdition®" who succeeded

in betraying Him. Now compare the case of Thomas. He was

vBCQHpare Romans 12.1.
78compare 2 Corinthians 6.5.
77compare Galatians 5.24.
;BCGHParo Issias 56.2,.
gcumpare Mark 15.206 Matthew 27.31.,

3980 are gugﬁggagignigns 2,3,
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apprehended not merely in the city, but in the churchaPnot
at an ordinary time but on a day which the solemnity of our
Lord's Nativity sanctified.82 By every right was it fitting
that the birthday of him who lived innocently and very pilously
should follow the birthday of Holy Innocents.5® And indeed,
it is believed his death was caused by treacherous friends
who were assisted by the chlef priests; and inasmuch as in
malice they greatly surpassed Annas and Caliphas, Pilate, and
Herod, insommch more were they cautious that he should have
no tr1a184 and be met by accusers, that he ahéuld not appear
before the face of the govorner,a5 lest by thé privilege of
the sacred place, or time or dignity or rank or conditlion of
a given securlity of restored peace should he escape sacri-
legious hands, not of the gentliles, not of the enemies but
of those who professed the law of God and loyalty of friends.
Certainly it was by the ppovidence of God, who diaposes all
things wisely and sweetly,ae that this happened; that He who
permitted this cruel, brazen murder, did not permit these same
things to remain unknown, so that even here on earth may be
fulfilled that word of truth, namely, "Nothing is hidden that
shall not be revealedisv For the story commonly told about

ggéﬁomas was martyred December 29, within the Christmas Octave.

83Birthday of the Holy Innocents, i.e. in heaven; celebrated
on December 28,

84Ccompare Iuke 12.58.

85compare Ecclesiasticus 39.4.

86Compare Wisdom 8.1,

87Matthew 10.26; Luke 8.17; 12.2; Mark 4.22.
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Judas, the prince of tralitors, applies with equal rig@g to
his accomplices. Like offenses call for like punishments, as
all christians know from faith, and "the heavens shall reveal
their iniquity and the earth shall rise up agalnst them,"38
Therefore, who of the faithful dares to doubt that God will
either convert or crush the authors and perpetrators of such
a sacrilege?

24) wﬁen he was to undergo his passion in the church
before the altar, on hearing the outcries among the c¢rowd of
bystanders, “Where 1s the Archbishop?" made by the soldiers
iho came to kill him, the martyr of Christ ascended the steps
and met them with a fearless countenance saying, "Here I am,
whaet do you wish?" To this, one of the bloodthiréty soldlers
in a spirit of rbanzy answered, "That you die, for it is im-
possible that you live any longef." Then the Archbishop re-
plied with steadfastness in voice as well as in heart (for
with due respect to all the martyrs, I confidently venture to
say that none surpassed him in steadréatness) "I, too, am
ready to die for my God and for the defense of the rights and
the liberty of the church. But if you seek my life, I forbid
you, in the name of the Almighty God and under the penalty of
anathema, to harm in any way, anyone, be he monk, cleric, or
layman, high or low. Let them be as exempt from punishment as

they have been remote from punishable conduect. For not on

88Job 20.27.
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them, but on me, lies the responsibility if anyone of ghsm
| has undertaken the cause of the suffering church. I embrace
death willingly if through the shedding of my blood the church
can obtain peace and liberty." Who can have nore;ardent
-charity than a man who, while he offers himself to the perse-
cutors for the law orAGod, is anxious only that those nearest
himsshould not be hurt? Do not these words remind us of
Christ saying in His pa;sion, "If ye seek me, let these go
their iay“?ag a

25) ifter'those words, seeing\his executloners with
swords drawn, he bent his head as though for prayer, uttering
these last words, "To God and Saint Mary, and to the Patron
Saints of this church and to Saint Dennis, I commend myself
and the cause of the Church," | |
| 26) W%ho could tell the rest without sighs, sobs, and
toara?go My feelings do not permit me to enumerate in detail
all tﬁat these monstrous cutthroats did, spurning the fear of
God, unmindful of their falth, showing not a spark of humanity.
It was not enough that they profaned the shureh with the
bloody murder of a priest and violated a most sacred day.
They actually lopped the crown off the head which had been
dedicated to God by the anointing with sacred chrism, and
(terrible to say) drew ocut with their murderous swords the

brains of the dead martyr and cruelly scéttered them on the

ggJohn 18.8. -
Compare Virglil, Aeneld 2.6.
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pavement with the blood and bones. They were more eruel than
the axecu%ioners of Christ, who, when they saw Him dead,

agreed not to break His 1333,91 as they always did to those
still living. But in all these tortures the martyr was of

such unconquerable spirit and admirable steadfastness that he
did not utter even a word or cry; not a groan escaped him;
neither with arm or garment did he check the blow, but held

his head, which he had inclined and exposed to the swords,
motioﬁleas t1l1ll his consummation. Finally rallingkrorward to
the ground, with body straight, he moved nelther hand nor foot,
when the insulting assasslins declared that with thevdestruction
of a traitor they had reatored peace to their country. / The
murderers, as greedy as they were cruel, returned to the

palace of the Archbishop. This was an insult to the authority
of the king and the majesty of God, With an unsatiable greed
and a boldness beyond measure, they seized all the furniture
and whatever sould be réund in the chests and coffers either
gold or silver, clothes or ornaments or books or charters and
all other written doc&ﬁants, everything, including even his
horses. They distributed all among themselves at their pleasuref
They imitated in this those who divided Christ's ganmqnt,ga
although in some way they exceeded the former in crime. Teo

§Iaamparo John 19,33.
92¢ompare Psalms 21.19; Matthew 27.35.
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deprivc the Archbishop, who had been crowned with maryyrdom,
of all human esteenm, all‘uritton documents which the sacri-
legious thlef stole were sent to the king at Northampton,
But in God's providence this happened that the more human
rashness endeavored to dim the glory of this bravest of
athletes, so much the more did the Lord show it forth "in a
manifestation of his virtue"®3 and clear signs of miracles.
When the wicked men who hated him without measure saw this,
they gave orders by civil authority, that no one should dare
to publicize the miracles that teok placo‘_.]g4 Therefore who
will cast a shadow over something which God arranges to
clarify? These miracles seemed to grow in frequency in pro-
portion'to the apparent necessity of keeping them secret.
Man sees the face,95 God alone searches the reins and heart&?s
For when the body of the holy martyr was brought for burial,
acoording to cuatom, to be vested in the pontifical garbd,
it was found dressed in a hair shirt reaching to his knoqs
which was filled with lice and vermin, a secret to all but
very few. His very underclothing, down to the knees, was
discovered to be of haircloth; a thing quite unheard of among

our forefathers,

§31 Corinthians 2.4.

94The passage in brackets, /The murderers...took place/
though printed by Dr. Glles, 18 omitted in the MSS of the
British Museum, Additional MSS 11506 and 10050, also in
Cottonian MSS., Claudius, B.ii, Yet it is in John of
Salisbury, ggiatles 304, and seems necessary for the
connection of what follows,

9scompare 1l Kings 16.7,

6conpare Paalms 7,10,
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27) Who will be able to tell or hear the followlpg story
without toara?gv That church which had been desechated, or
rather eonsecéatod, by the martyr'!'s holy blood actually went
so far as t o suspend 1tself from divine services. Thid'meazuro
was taken as a protest against the inasult offered to God, but,
for fear of the reactions of the impious, it was taken only
after considerable hesitatlon and long deliberation. But every-
one knew the trend of events, and such terror seized upon the
people of the province that very few, if any, dared to refrain
from sacred éervi&ea to assert the cause of justice, or had
the human kindness to perform the solemn services rightiy due
to the faithful departed. It was the aim of the impious to
erase Thomes's name forever. In all this the rage of the per-
secutors did not reat. They sald that the body of the traitor
ought not be interred - buried among bishops, but thrown into
the foulest marsh or exposed on a gibbet.ge Therefore, the
pious men who were present, fearing to bring violence upon
themselves, anticipated the satellites of Satan, who hﬁd
gathered, intent on this sacrilege, and buried the martyr in
a marble tomb in a crypt before the altar of Saint John the
Baptist and Saint Augustine, the Apostle of England.,

28} There, to the glory of Almighty God, many great
miracles take place in the presence of thronging people, that

g'ichml.pa.::-o Virgll, Aeneid, 2.6.
98compare Numbers 25.4.
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they may see in others and feel in themselves the powerw and
clemency of Him who always is wonderful and glorions in His
sainta.gg For in the place of his suffering, where before
the main altar the body remsined during the night awaiting
burial and where he was finally buried, "paralyties are cured,
the blind see, the deaf hear, the dumb speak, the lame walk,
lepers are cleansed®100 the rever-stricken find relief, those
possessed by the devil are freed and the sick ouredi®l from
various diseases, blasphemers possessed by the devil are con-
founded, and (a wonder unheard of from the days of our fore-
fathers)102 #the dead are brought to life again."t03 411 this
and much more, which is toe long to narrate, did he perform

who alone 1s blessed above all for all ages.lo‘lnon.

99Compare Psalms 67.36.
OOpg tthew 11.5; Luke 7.22.
Oloompare Acts 5.15.
ozcempare John 9.32.
O3Matthew 11.5; Luke 7.12.
04Conpare Romans l1.26.




The end of the Life of Blessed Thomas Martyr. A few
notes here follow to explain subsequent events, whileh

are somewhat less clearly given in the correspondonce.l

1) The life and work of that glorious martyr of God,
Thomas, with the story of his sufferings for the liberty of the
Church, have been recorded in elegant style by one who was at

once secretary and friend of the martyr and subsequently bishop

lthe sequel is by Alan of Tewkesbury. In MS. 2, the following
account of miracles is given at the end of the Life by John
of Salisbury: .

A certain soldler of wealthy and noble birth, Walter de
Enicurt, stricken with leprosy, came to Canterbury. After
receliving permission from the prior, for three nights he
vislted the grave of Saint Thomas. 8aint Thomass appeared to
him in a dream and heving embraced his head with both hands,
disappeared. But the watchful soldier, from that moment felt
entirely different. He gave thanks to God and the holy martyr
and in the morning entered the chapter room of the monks and
declared in a clear voice that he was cured in his whole body.
After the news had been received by the eongregation of the
friers, with great joy he returned honme,

A certain woman whose eyes were dimmed with blindness
rubbed them with the blood of the saint and she received sight.

Another woman for two years oppressed with a serious ill-
ness, mixed with water a little of the blood of Saint Thomas,
which she drank and immediately she vomited the cause of her
disease,

A man born blind and mute, used the same medicine and
recelved with the keenness of sight perfectly sound speech,

A certain blind man, well known in Canterbury, whom I
myself saw, rubbed his eyes with a bit of cleth dipped in the
blood of the martyr and immediately he received sight.

38
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of Chartres, Master John of Salisbury. Because of the‘ brevity

of the history some points were intentionally omitted. Since
mention of them would stir the devotion of readers and hearers,
especially since they throw light on the letters that follow,
we have decided to present these points in synopsized form.

They cover the interval between the Cohncil of Glarendon2 and

S and are given on

the departure of Pope Alexander from France,
the #uthority of Master John. The remalning topics find fuller
tréatnent in thelr proper place in the letters themselves.

2) Therefore while at Clarendon, Blessed Thomas at the
suggestion of his brethren, but certeinly unwilling himself,
promised on his priestly word that to please the king he would
observe with the others, the customs which they called ancient.
He zealously recalled to mind how many losses could arise
against eccleslastical liberty. As he was leaving the king's
court, there arose by the way among his household a mnnuurihg.
Some of them, as 1s usual, asserted that the force of circum-
stances made this procedure advisable., Others were indignant
that the prestige of eecclesiastical liberty should perish at
the mere wish of a single man. Among these one man stood
forth and sald bitterly, "The public power disturbs all things.
Iniquity rages agalnst Christ Himself, The tsyneagogue of

Satan'® profanes God's unétuary.s The princes have sat and

Zamary 13-30, 1164.
SNovember 23, 1165,
gApecalyppe 2.9.
Compare Psalms 88,40,
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gathered together against the anointed of the Lord.6 Jo one
is safe who loves rightoousnega; in the Judgment of the vor}d
only those are wise and respected these days who bow to the
will of the ruler. The tempest astruck even the pillars of the
church, and while the shephard disappeared,7 the scattered
sheep are hlding before the wolf. From now on what place 1is
left for innocence? Who will stand up against t he enemy, who
will triumph in battle when the chief is conquered?” Such were
the murmurs of him® who was carrying the cross berofe the
Lord of Canterbury. Anxiety kept others silent, but he con-
finued more boldly, taking up a pﬁrablo,g "He who betrayed his
conaclence and reputation, hibw much of virfue has he left for
himself?" "To whom do you refer, my son?" asked the Lord of
Canterbﬂﬁy.' "Po you," he said, "this ref&ra, who have com-
Pletely lost all conséionco and'éeputatien, who have left to
posterity an example hateful to God and contrary to justice,
when your hands consecrated to Gedl0 were extended to observe
the lmpious customs, and when you jolned wicked ministers of
Satan to overthrow the liberty of the church.”™ The Archbishop
groaned and sighing said, ™I repent, and tromﬁling at my error,
I em unworthy in my own opinion from now on to approach as a

prieat Him whose church I have thus so basely sold, I shall
8it silent in grief until the Lord afising from on high shall

Compare Psalms 118.23.

7Compare Exechiel 34.5; Zacharias 26.31.
Alexander L 1°'%§I§§

Compare NumbersB.2).

10Ccompare Numbers 3.3.
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visit me,1l and until I shall deserve to be absolved by the

-
Pope and by God Himself,

3) Immedlately then he dispatched a messenger to the
Holy See. Meanwhile the king learned that the Lord of Canter-
bury wished to retract that agreement, an attitude evidenced
by his refusal to abide by the understanding and confirm the
document of the customs with his seal, Thereupon the king,
exasperated, began to harass Thomas with stronger and mor@
urgent demands, so that 1t was evident to those who knew the
affair that he sought the 1ife and blood of the Arshbishop.

4) Therefore the Archbishop in fear turned to flight and
came to his manor of Aldington. While the others were sleeping,
he secretly started out with only two companions and having
found a beat, he embarked on the sea. Worn by adverse winal? |
for a long time, he returned ashore barély alive as day dawned.
When his departure waas discovered, his household and friends
dispersed. One of them, however, bolder than the rest, return-
ing to Canterbury the folleowing night, went straight to the
room of the Archbishop, and after dinner, full of anxiety, he
began to grieve at the misfortune and distress of his master.
It was well after midnight when he wished to rest and said to
the boy who was with him. "Go and shut the outer door of the
hall that»vo may sleep more safely." The boy lighted a candle,
opened the door, and saw the Lord of canterbury sitting alone

Iibonpare Luke 1.78.

12¢ompare Mark 6.48, .




g
in the eomor; Terrified at the sight, he thought hé" 'fat_’w a
ghostmnnd ran away. When the boy reported thiaﬂb, the cleriec
would not believe it, until he really proved it persenally,
He went and found as it was told. The Archbishop called some
of the monks of the Church of Canterbury and explained to them
what happened to him and how it was the wlll of God that he
should not yet leave. He rested after a light refreshment. Iu
the morning the officials by the order of the king rushed in i 7
order that in the Archbishop's absence they might confisecate
all, but seeing and heaﬂng him, they were confused into
silence by his presence, |

5) The king employed a stern hand against the Lord of
Canterburj and his followers. He peremptorily commanded that

on the appointed day he should render an account of the offices
entrusted to him. When time approached, those called came,

and when a council convened at Nozthampton, the Lord of Can-
terbury was brought to trial. While he sat witﬁ his bishops

in the e¢losed room, the dpors were barred by the order of the
king to prevent an exit. The king's party charged that through
all these years the Archbiihop had in hand the vaeant bishoprics,
abbacles, and many revenues of the king, without rendering any
account of them. The king demanded an sxplanation. "About
these," sald the Archbishop, "we wish to consult noroAprudant

‘men ;nél to give you an ransnr‘arter the consultation." After

=

ompare Mark 6.49

N
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this remark of the Archbishop, there was an interval of |
silence. Gilbert, the bishop of London' and Dean of the
Church of Canterbury, and aceordingly the next to Thomas in
rank, said, "Father, recall from what condition the king has
raised you, and what favor he has conrerred~on you., If you '
consider the evil times and the ruin which your resistance to
his majesty uiil bring upon the Catholie Church and all of us,
then you ought not only give up ﬁhe Archbishopric of Canter-
bury, but ten times as much were it neeass#ry: you ought to
yield, And perhaps if the king saw this humility in you he
would restore everything to you." "Enough," said the Arch-
 bishop; "it is evident from what motive you speak."

6) Then Henry, bishop of Winchester,15

1rasun§d the argu-
ment, "This form of a meeting is very pernieiaus to the
Catholie Church and‘;t concerns and confounds us all., If our
Archbishop, the Primate of all England, shall leave us the
exanple that at the beck and nod of the king, the care of
souls committed to his suthérity, the blshop ought yield, what
will hﬁppep to the church if nothing is done according to law
but everything is confounded according to cne's wish? VAs

with the priest so it shall be with the poople."'l6 vkné

14Gilbaft Foliot, one of the ablest politicians and scholars
of the time, bishop of London 1148-1186.

15Henry of Blois, brother to King Stephen, bishop of
‘Winchester 1139-1171.

1613&1&3 24.2; Osee 4.9.




Hilary, tho bishop of Chichesterl’ (he was boastful imnwspeeches)
added, "Unless the need of the times and the confusion of the
church demands otherwise, one ought to abide by the words of
the sentence. But where the authority of the canons 1s waver-
ing, severity should be reduced to a minimum, lest it completely
destroy what a little mildness and dispensatien would remedy.
It 1s my opinion, therefore, that temporarily we ought te
iiold to the king's wish, lest in our haste we pass a decree,
the retraction 6f which would be harder and quite embarrassing.?

Then Robert, bishop of Lincoln,18

& plain, blunt man, said,
"It is evident that this man's life blood is being sought,

and that of necessity he must give up either the archbishopric
or his life. Hoy he yill benefit from the archblshopric if
he lose his life, that I do not see." Bartholomew, bighop of
Exeterl® gaid, "It is well known that the times are bad, and
if we can, under the guise of dissimulation, survive the
attack of the storm unharmed, that should be our first con-
sideration. But we shall never achleve that goal without
opposition unless much of our rigldity be discarded. The
emoergency of the situation requires it, since this persecution
is not of a general but of a personal nature. It is better to
risk a single life in this one case, than to expose the vholo
Iviilary, bishop of Chichester 1147-1169,

18Robert of Hereford, bishop of Lincoln 1148-1168.
19Bartholemow, bishop of Exeter 1161-1184.
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church of England to inevitable danger." Roger, the b%ﬂh@p
of Wbrcoster,go when asked what he thouéht about this, so
worded his reply that even his denial made his views plain.
He sald, "I shall give no advice in this matter, for if on the
one hand I say that the care of the souls enjolned by God
ought to be dropped at the whim and threat of the king, my
words would stif;e my conscience and invite dammation; on the
other hand, i1f I advise reasistance to the king, here are his
men to listen., 'Thrbugh them the king will be notifled imme-
diately and 1 shall be thrown out of the aynagogue.gll There- |
after my fate iill be with the public enemies and the condemned,
For this reason I nelther state the first nor advise the
second.” |

7) At this point of the discussion they sat for some time
in silence, and there was no one who would add any more. Then
they sought means by which they could open the door (for they
were 1ockod in). The Lord of Canterbury said, "I wish to
speak with the two earls who are with the kins,* whom he named.
The door was opened; they were called and quiekiy entered be-
iiovins to hear what would satibfy the king's wish, To these
two atanding before him, the Lord of Canterbury said, "We have
discussed the whole matter for which the king convened us, and

because we do not have here present those who are better

20Roger, bishop of Worcester 1163-1179.
2lcompare John 9.22; 12.42. ‘




 gu——

46
informed about the matter, therefore we ask udqurnmoqg until
tomorrow. Then as God will inspire us we will give our anawer.
The bishops of Rochester and London were sent to take this
message to the king. The bishop of London, however, "like a
crafty rox,”zg falsified the message to/his own advanﬁage. He
told the imig that the Lord of Canterbury demanded a delay for
preparing moans; as 1f he intended on the appointed day to
render an account about the charges. Thus the Archbishop of
Canterbury would be more obliged to comply with the king's
wish, The earls therefore were directed to the Archbishép,
bringing from the king the demanded delay on condition that

he sanction what of their own accord was suggested by the
bishops to the king. When the Archbishop heard this, he re-
marked that he had not lncluded this in the mandata, nor did
he sanction the suggestion made to the king. But he promised
that on the following day, by the inspiratien of God, he

would come and answer as it would be given to him from above,
The bishop of London blushed when he saw that he himself had
fallen into the trap25 which he prepared to ensnare his father.
The meeting was dismissed that day and both parties adjourned.
Many knights and others who gathered there with the Lord of
cdntorbury, filled with fear et the king, and no longer taking
thoir‘stand with hﬁ;, étayod apart. When he learned this, he

22Horace, Ars Poetica 437.
23compare Pocleslastlous 27.29.
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ordered his servants to go into the highways and byvay%“and
call the poor, the lame, and the feeble,24 saying that through
such an army he could find a speedier victory than through
those who in the time of temptation basely fall away.2> And
his house was filled with guestsgs and when that day was spent,
with joy in the Lord, no mention was made of the previous
disturbance.

8) The following day ;arly 1h the morning our Lord Arech-
bishop was stricken with the Eaggio 111aca2®7 (for he thus
suffered often) so seriously that he could not rise from bed.
This caused A longer delay, and his enemles thought that he
refused to come to the ﬁéurt.or“theiking. Messengers were
sent who sharply demanded an explanatien. The Archbishop
sald, "If only thia pain will cease tomorrow with the hslp of
God I shall appear.” After he spent that day and the nightiy'
viglil with greatost'dovotion, he aroﬁo in the morning for
solemn Mass. He donned the sacred vestments as usual and
prayed for help through the merits of the'Ble-aod,lhrtyr
Stephen, He ordered the Introcit of the Mass to be begun,

"For princes sat, etc."28 and he completed devoutly the whole
service with all that it included. To the royal érrieialg
'ho were present and silently watched, this seemed strangely

Compare Iuke 14.81.
2gc mpare Luke
cenparo Matthew 22 10

27passio ilisca - porhaps lumbago or some kidney disease.
28Compare Psaims 118.23. ,

———
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significant. (On that very day the calendar marked the, cen-
tennial anniversary of the arrival of Normans in England.)29
After he finished the Holy Mass, he removed the mitre and
pallium from the shoulders but kept on his other vestments,
and putting on his clerical cape hs‘wont to the court. On
his way to the royal shamber where the king awaited him, he
carried the cross in his own hands"""0
the bishops, who thought 1t unbecoming, followed. Robert of

te the very door, while

Hereford, however, ran up to him and said, "Father, permit me
to act as your chaplain and carry the cross before your Lord-
ship; thus it will be more becoming." The Archbishop said,
"It 1s better that I carry the banner whose protection keeps
me safe; with his banner in sight, I do not doubt under what
leader I fight."™ To this the bishop of London replied, ujp
the king sees you enter thus armed, he will unsheathe a
stronger sword against your head, then you will see of what
good your weapons are." "That we leave to God," answered the
I%Ohbilhop. The biahoﬁ‘af London said, "You have always been
foolish in the past, and this foolishness, I see, you will
never outgrow in the future." And the procession went on.
When the gipg heard thet thollrwhbiahep‘or Canterbury had come
axmed, he hlid or put away the sword about which the bishop of
London spoke and quickly retired to an inner chamber., The

299ctober 14, 1066.
30¢ompare John 19.17.
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Archbishop sat down alone with a few 6f his clerics opgg:ite

the bishopi, who were united among themselves in place and
opinion.

9) Pinally the bishops were called to the kingfa council
chamber, while the Archblshop was left in suspense. Time
dragged while the condemnation of the innecent was soﬁght. The
Archbishop with a bold face assumed steadfastnesa. Roger, the
archbishop of York going outside speoke to his clerics, those
whom he met (for there were Master Robert the Great and Osbert
de Arundel).51 "Let us go away from here; we ought not see
what will soon happen to my Lord of Ointerbury.' To this
Master Robert replied, "No, I shall not leave until I see what
is God's will in this matter if for God and His justice he will
have struggled to the death; he could not end his life better
or more beautifully." The archbishop of York then left the
king's chamber and Bartholomew, bishop of Exeter, entering fell
at the feat of the Lord of Canterbury and said, "My ?hthar.
have mercy on yourself; have mercy on us too, for today we all
perish because or‘hatrcd for you. A decree has just gone |
forth,%® grom the king that henceforth every one who stands
by the Lord of Canterbury 1s considered a public enemy and must
be punished by death.®™ It is said that Joocelyn, bishop of

33

Salisbury,” and William, bishop of Norwich,>* who still

Elwililam, earl of Arundel 1139-1176.

32Compare Luke 2.1. ‘

53J0celyn, bishop of Salisbury 1142-1184.
S4W1111am of Turbo, bishop of Norwiech 1146-1174.

S~
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resisted, wore immedlately dragged off to the torture gf
bodily mutilation., They too begged the Archbishop for their
own safety. Thomas turning to the bishop of Exeter sald,

"Flee hence, for 'you do ﬁot know the things of Godi!"3®
Finally from the king's chamber all the bishops rushed out at
the same time to the Lord of Canterbury. One of them, the
eloquent Hilary, bishop of Chichester, burst into speech.
"Once upon time you were our Archbighop and we were obliged
to obey you. You swore fealty to eui Lord and king; you swore
that his life and person and earthly dignity would be preserved
in safety, as well as the customs which he inbista,munt be
observed. But these very customs you have striven to destroy,
especlelly such as concerned his earthly dignity and prestige.
It is for this reason that we hold you guilty of perjury, and
d perjured archbishop we have no obiigatien'te obey for the
future, Therefore we place ourselves and all we have under
the protection of the Pope and charge you to answer for all
this to his Holiness." He appointed the day. "I hear,” said
' Thomas, Then the bishops withdrew to a place opposite and
remained éitting by themselves for a long time in deep silence.
~ 10) At last the counts and the barons and a very large
erowd proceeded from the kiﬁg to the Lord of Canterbury. Robert,
the earl of Leicester, was first to speak. He said, "The king

commands you to come and give an explanation of your éhargos,

as you promised yesterday. Otherwlae hear your sentence.”
“BMatthew 16,23; Mark 8.33. | | '

—
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"Sentence," said the Archbishop rising, "indeed, Lord gerl,

my son, hear me rifst. It 1s no secret how infihatc and how
faithful to the king I have been by this world's standards.

For this reason it pleased him that I should be promoted to the
archbishopric of the Chureh of Canterbury. God knows that I
did not wish it, for I realigzed my 1nfinnity, and rather for
the love of the king than of God, I ylelded. Today that is
clear enough when God turned himself and the king away from me.
Yet in my‘promotion, when the election was made in the presence
of Henry, the king's son and heir, who was appointed for this
purpose, the qﬁeation arose, under what condition they assigned
me to the Church of Canterbury. The reply was, 'Free and
indépendeni‘of all secular ebligaﬁiéna.' So then, free and
independent, I have neither the wish nor the obligation to
answer further abbut those things from which I was freed,"
"This is different," said the earl, "from what the bishop of
London told the king.” Thomas addcd; "Son and earl, listen
further, By as much as the soul is woéthior>than the body,
byvao much more are you bound to obey God,35 and me rather than
your earthly king., Nelther ldv nor reason permits children to
Judge or condemn their father. Wherefore I reject your
sentence, that of the king, ér that of gnyéne else., I am to be
Judged under God only by the FPope te whose presence before you
a}l I here appeal. I place the Church of Canterbury, my rank,

3ecenparc Acts 5.29.
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my dignity, and everything that pertains to it under qsd'a
pbbtoetien and his. In the same manner, you, my brethren and
fellow-bishops who have obeyed man rather than God,57 I sum;on
to the presence and judgment of the Pope and so fortified by
the authority of the chureh and the Apostolic See, I take my
departure.” |

11) ﬁhilé he was leaving, courtiers and the envious
followed him with insulting invectives and abuses, calling him
a traitor and a,perjurer.A When he reached the ocuter gate, the
door was lecked. He could not go out, nor could the porter be
rauﬁd. And as he was thus held in doubt and fear, by the will
of God 1t happened that there were many keys in a bunchk hanging
on the wall., The servant of Thomas took the keys and tried one
after another until he epenodAthe door,

12) When they were ganing out, a multitude of persons
suffering of ”Kiﬁg's Evil,"S8 of poor and weak, shouted andv
sald, "Bloazoé'bo God, who delivered und saved his sorvantsg
from the face of the'oneny.”49 For it was belleved that he was
alre‘dy dead. A crowd of invalids preceding and following
them, with people and clerics, led in Joy to the monastery.
Seeing the oxaltatién of the pecple who followed him, he said,

57 1p1d. ' ‘

SHorace, Ars Poetica 453. "King's Evil" so called because the
patient was treated with costly remedies. Perhaps it was
gout or Jjaundice.

5900npare Psalms 85.2.

Compare Psalms 43.17.
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"What a glorious procession escorts us 'from the face of tribu-
1ation.'41 Let the poor of Christ, partikerg of my distro:s42
all enter and feast togethor in the Lerd;”\ And the house and
the courts everywhere were f1lled with guéits.45

13) The bishops of London and Chichester arrived during
the banquet, saying that they found a way for peace. When
Archbishop demanded to know under what plan, they said,
"Between you and the king there is a pecunlary dispute, If
éhererore, you'plaeortomperirily as & security the manorsAof
Otford and Wingeham in the hands of the king, we believe that
thereby he will be placated and‘vill return the manors, remit
the money and’restoro you quickly to his favor." Teo this the
Apchbishop replied, "The manor of Hecca, as I 'ia‘ﬁold, once
belonged to the Church of Canterbury and the king only holds
it in dominion. Although he seeks its restitution, still I
have no hope that in these times a retribution will be made
completely to the Church of Canterbury,. ﬁbvartholes:, before
I shall renounce my right which the Chureh of Canterbury is
sald to have in thatvnanor, whether 1t be for the sake of
settling the dispute or regaining the royal favor, I would
rather expose this head of mine to every danger." He touched
his head, The indignant bishops returned and reﬁorted this to
the king and his wrath was aréuaod. |
$I1saias 19,20,

2Gomparo Apocalypse l.9.
43compare Matthew 22.10.
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14) Two bibhops were sent to the king to ask larg;eendnot
for the Archbishop of Canterbury in returning to his church,
The king s#id that he would consult his courtiers about it the.
next day and then give him a reply. The Archbishop, realizing
the delay to be daﬁgerous and that a snare could thus be pre--
pared for him, began to think about flight. For that night
he ordered a bed to be prepared between the two altars in the
Church of Saint Andrew. When with a few others he reached
there, he prostrated hinaelf and began to chant the seven |
penitential psalms: Then the litany was sald and he genuflected
at the name of each saint. After he finished 1t, he was worn
out, and threw himself on the bed pretending to take an oppor-
tunity for rest. , |

16) Later secretly departing through a rear gate, accom-
panied by one falthful servant, he disﬁppcared. In tho morning
a sudden and sinister rumor forced his followers to hide and
take measures for thelr own safety; however, it was announced
in public that no one should lay hands on the Lord of Canter-
bury. While this confusion was spreading ;rcﬁnd, Thomas hid
himself for some time. At last coming to Estrey (a priory of
the Church of Canterbury) he delayed there in seclusien for a
foew days. There was an opening in the wall (which was near to
the church). He heard Mass with the people, and even had the
happiness of receiving Holy Communion without the priest's
knowledge of his 1danti€y.‘ A certain cleriec, whd vas in this

TR
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secret, brought the kiss of peace. After the.serviéisﬂﬁThnn&s
devoutly gave the people hls episcopal blessing befere they .
dispersed, although they were not aware of it. ;

16) Finally having obtained a passage across /The English
Channetf with much difficulty, for he was driven hither and

thither, he succeeded in reaching Flanders in a roundabout way. f

It was necessary to make the journey as he was not accustomed,
on foot; he was dressed in the alb and monk's cape put over the
shoulders. He went through in storm and raln and mud; while
thus they weéo travclling’thcyvpasaed;aame young men, one of
whom held in his hand a hawk. When the Archbishop saw the
bird, forgetting his exile and reailling his earllier days, he
directed his attention to it. One of the young men noticed
this and said, "If I am not mistaken, here ii the Archbishop
of Ganterbury."‘ The other replied, "You are foolish; why
would the Arehbiahep travel thust® Tho,lrohbishop was terror
stricken, roaringlto be datoetod;'and‘perhaps it was his
apprehension that took from him all liking for that empty sport.,
) 17) All worn out‘hs arrived at the town of Glairnarais,
and there he rested. Then proeeéding for a short whikte, he

lodged in the hermitage which once belonged to St. Bertin,‘4

443t. Bertin, abbot of St. Omer, lived about 615-709. At an
early age he entered the monastery of Luxeull, under the
rule of St. Columban., When he was sent to assist St. Omer
in evangelization of the Morini in northern France, he

- bullt a small house which served him as a humble dwelling.
Perhaps this was the hermitage to which St. Bertin returned
when in advanced age he resigned his position, and which
bore his name,
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near the abbey, where he met scme of his servants who had left
England, From there they led him away in a boat (for the
journey was by water) and hurried to the ﬁonaatery. On the way
one of them sald, "My Lerd, jou are weary with the journey4S .
and today we are géing to men exceedingly kind, who will con-
gratulate you and rejoice in the Lord that you escapéd unharmed.
Upon your arrival do them the favor of permitting that they |
eat meat,"” The lord of Canterbury repl;cd,."Today is Wednesday
and a day of abstinence." The speaker rejoined, "Perhaps they
have no great supply of fish and we wlll have to accemmodate
éurselvos to them." "That is for God to provido;“ sald Thomas.
While thus he spéko, by the will of God, a large fish leaping
from the water threw itself into the lap of the holy man. The
fish was of the kind they call brenna. The ecrossing was made
Pleasant for them in the glary of the Lord, And thus he was
led to Saint Bertin's and there kindly received, He planned
to awalt his followers there. |

18) Meanwhile a horrible confusion disturbed the state
of gftairs.‘s Everyone looked ta’ﬁis own interests, and sought
to please the king by finding an oceasion to destroy the
anointed one of the Lord.47 Therefore the king's pers@nal-en-
bassy was sent to the Pope, inoluding the Archbiahop of Londen,
the Bishops of chiohestor, of Exeter, of Wbrcostor, of Lisieux,

zgaénparo John 4,6,
4615 the year 1164,

470e!plro Mark 3.6; Matthew 12.14.
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Along with them went a large number of barons and noblgs in
splendid attire, with gifts and bribes by which as best as
they could they might p;rvert the mind and blind the eyes48

of the wise. They believed that by this procedure the Roman
Court, occasionally wavering in such matters, could be in-
fluenced to that which they themselves desire. Perhaps such
counsel had come to the Pope from some of the blshops aligned
against the Archblshop of Canterbury. Upon their arrival at
Sens4® they found first, fear of a public disturbance which
could arise from the king's anger; they found also that the
hope of gainso drove many cardinals to waver, and a dissension
arose among them.51 Some sald that the Archbishop of Canter-
bury was a defender of ecclesiastical liberty and was support-
ing a just cause; others called him a disturber of peace and
harmony, saying that this boldness of his should rather be
checked than supported. The suggestion of the enemy spread.
so widely, that the messengers whom the Lord of Canterbury
sent ahead, men of outstanding virtue and knowledge, did not
deserve to be received by the cardinals even with a kiss of
ielcome. They were distressed seeing the cause of their lord

threatened.

48Co:mpare Exodus 23.8; Deuteronomy 16.19. ,

491n 1162 Pope Alexander III was driven from Italy by Frederick
Barbarossa dnd the Antipope, Victor IV. During this time he
remained in France.

5°Compare Acts 16.19.

Slcompare Acts 15.39; 23.7; John 7.43; 10.19.
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19) The next day, however, when the pope sat in tE9

tribunal, he ealled a council from the assembled cardinals. The
messengers of Thomas were alsc present in order to see the very
end, Opposite to them were the messengers of thg.king. Firat
to speak was the bishop Ef“Lohden, leader of the group: "Holy
Father," he began, "solicitous care for the ieltaro of the
‘Gatholié‘chnrch is your concern, so that those who are wise may
profit by your prudence and your example of conduct, and those
who are unwise may 1oarn;iisdén when taken te task and corrected
by Apostolic authority. But in your judgment that man is con-
sidered not wise who, trusting to his own wisdom,52 strives té
disturb the harmony of his brethren, the peace of the ehurch
and the devotioen of tho‘king;"Latély a dissension arose®®
between the state and the church in England froﬁ“é'llight and
trivial occasion which could have been easily set right if
erdinarifoaro had been uégd.'LBut because the Lord of dantarbﬁryf
used his own oxoeptionalrjudgnent and not ours, he was néto
insistent than was right, for he had not considered the evil
times or the pesaiblg'dangérl“br such insiastence., He prepared
shares for himself and for his brethren. If our assent favored
him in his proposition, the matter would be much worse. But
-BOcauao he cculd not have our comnivance as he vanted, (which
he bad no right to do,) Bé‘iﬁiod~ta turn the blame for his
rashness on the king and éan‘ms, hay, on'the entire kingdem,

Egbempare Jeremias 9.25,
53compare Aets 15.39; 23.7; Johm 7.43, 10.19.
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Therefore to give coler to his own infamy of -abual ‘fraternity,

even though no violenee was brought upon him, or thr.&fg used
against him, he fled, as it is written, ' The wicked nin rlooth
when no man pursueth."'54 The Pope roplied, "Spare, brother.-
"I shall spare him, Lgrd,_ ‘answered the Bishop of Landon, t@(
which the Pope reapond&d.'"lfdid not say spare him, but your-
self.” At this thundering voice of the Pope the Bishoep of
London lost his wits and"as not able to continue further.

"20) ‘Then Hilary, Ehe.elequont bishop of Chichester, took
up the argument. He put more confidence in his fluency than
in justice and truth, a fact which the sequel made clear. "My
Lord and Father,"™ he sald, "it 1is the privilege of youf holiness
to bring back promptly to & proper state of peace ahd;éoncord,
that what was done amiss to the destruction of all, lest one
man's inordinate prelu-ption should be the ruin of many and
create a schism in tho‘Catholie Church. Our Lord of Canterbury
eonui&éred this too little for while he abandehed ﬁhe>eeunsol
of the wise he consulted only himself, and as a result has
brought trouble and anxioty"upen.himself and his followers, the
king and the kingdom, the'clorgy and the people. And certainly
sueh’cendnct was not becoming, nor did it eémport vith his high
position; in fact it never so eonported.” (Thus Hilary of Chi~
chester grammaticized, saying gportuebat).v”ﬁis r0110tars, too,

should have known that their approval of his procedure did not
cémporﬁ’iith prudonee;" Hearing how this man, a fluent granr

marian, "lea t from port to port," all burst out in laughter
‘5§Provegbs 8,1, L gaver,
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and one of them interrupted with, "What a hard time you'yge had
in coming to pertl” With which words he so abashed the bishop
that thereafter he wa; silent and speechless.

21) The Archbishop of Yerk, observing the downfall of his -
‘two predecessors, endeavored to r estrain his feelings. "Holy
Father," he said, "no one 1s better acquainted with the char-
acter and activities of the Archbishop of Canterbury than myself.
It has been typisal of him from the first that, once he has set
his mind on a thing, he will not let it be torn from him without
'a struggle. This fact makes it easy to believe that his latest
[display of obstinacy 1is but another instance of his wonted
‘thoughthasneas. And I see no way for his corroétion, unless
lte this end your discretion will lay & heavy hand upon him, To
‘one who knows, my statement yiil suffice,"9%

22) The Bishop of Exeter then added, "Holy Father, it is
not‘anbtaary toilingor long over this matter. This case can
not Se ended in the absence of the Arahbizhep of Canterbury. We
therefore request legates who can hear the cause between the
king and the Archbishop, and having heard, reach a decision.”
Then he was silent, nor did anyone of the bishops after him add
more. ” -

23) Finally the Earl of Arundel seeing this (he was stand-
1ns in his rank with the rest of the seldlers) asked for a hear-
ing. lhon all was silent, he said, "My lord, what the bilshops

here have spoken, we; being unloarned, failed to understand.
5300n@§:e,rh@utus, Persa 4.7.9.
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Therefore, it 1s necessary that we explain as best we cgn, why
we are sent; that is, not to quarrel or to speak 11l of anyone
in the preaehco of the Pope, to whose will and authority the
whole world rightly bows. But we have ccme assuredly for this.
purpose, namely, to present to you before the whole Roman Curia
the love and loyalty of the king he has always borne and still
bears you. Th#ough whom is this loyalty shown? Through the
greatosf and noblest of his subjects that he hés in all his
1ands, that is, through archbishops, bishops, earls, and barons.
d}‘:-eater then these he cannot find in all his dominions and if
ﬁ@ had, he would have sent them out of reverence for you and the|
holy Roman Church. To this we may add that your paternity has
sufficiently experienced my lord king's loyalty and devotion
in his very accession, when he plaeed himself and all that he
had entirely at your will. And certainly there is not within
the unity of the Catholic Church over which you rule in Christ,
one more faithful, in our opinion, or more devout towards God
or more anxious to do his:@uty in preserving peace. The Lord
- of Canterbury, too,lis no less well qualified for one of his
rank and position; prudent and discreet in the business of hii
office~~although some consider him rather too sharp., Were it
not for the dissension which now exist;\betwaen'the king and
the Archbishop, the kingdeg,and church would rejoice together

in peace and concord under i goed prince and a very good

pastor,
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This therefore is ocur prayer; that your Grace wlll watech care-
fully to remove this dissension nnd‘roatoro'ﬁoaco gnd_lo?o.'
Thus elegantly spoke the Earl--but in his own 1angna§o--sc that
his modesty and discretion werse highly commended by all.

24) To this the Pope listened carefully and replied, "We
know, son earl, and remember the great devotion with which the
King of England conferred many rich benefits upon us; and it is
our 'heart's desire'®® that, when opportunity offers, with the
help of God we may repay him weil. But since you heve asked
for legates, legates you:shall have." They kissed the Pope's
foot and then withdrew, believing that they succeeded in their
mission, for they hoped that the cardinals might be bribed.
Wheretero, after,thefccnﬁaltaticn the Bishop of lLondon returned
to ask the Pope with what anthority the cardinalé would come.
"With all necessary authority,” the Pope replied. "But," said
the Bishop of London, "it is pionipotentiaries fhatmio d&sire,_
to forestall any appeai.” "Mhat,"” said the Pppe, 'is my own
prerogative, and I shall not give it to another, '"57 gnd cer-
tainly, when the defendant 13 to be jn@god, he will be judged
by us, because no consideration permits us to send him back to
England to be Jjudged by his adversaries and aﬁong his enanies.ss
This answer dashed the cherished hopes of the opposition, and
they departed to tell their king what answer they received.

sgIsaias 26.8.
57Isaias 42.8; 48.11.
58compare 1 Corinthians 6.1.
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25) All this happened at Sens--for the Pope was there at
the time. While tﬁe king's party was returning, the Archbishop
with his retinue approached the court and was really received
coldly by the cardinals, whoa§ noses were infected with the _
"odor of gain,"? all for their own profit. However, sent into
the presgnée of the Pope and after an exchange of commonplace
remarks, Thomas received an order on the following morning to
explain in the presence of his brethren the causes of his §x110.
The next day he was asked to present himselt to the Pepe, and
while his ‘companions were asking who of tham would explain this
cause, each one excused himself- ‘o that the burdenr of the ac-
count restque_vith the Archbishop. He was sitting next to the
Pope and out of reverence wished to rise but was bidden to be
seated, and thus givorﬁis account. Without any preparationvor
his own, enlightened by God, thus he begans: S+ "Although we are
not very wise, still we are not so foolish as to give up theiking)
all his court and all his possessions in exechange for nothing at
{alle For if we should want to satlsfy his will in all ways in
' his'autherity or kingdom, there would not be no one who vould
obey us willingly. And as long as we were struggling under such
conditiéns with him, what did not sueceod according to our

wishes? However, from the time we entered on another path,

59Jnyenal 14.204.
socampare Zacharias 9.1.
Compare Matthew 10.19; Luke 12.11-12; 21.14.
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mindful of our professioen and ebedience which we have undertaken
for God, the affection which he: formerly had for us cooled.
Even 1f we would wish to depart from this position to regain ‘
the king's favor, we would not need intervention. But because
the Church of Canterbury is accustomed to be the sun of %he
west, whose brilliance has been dimmed in our day, we would
willingly suffer for the Lord any tortures, even a thousand
kinds of deaths, if so many might occur, rather than accept
with indifference the evils which wéigh it down in these days.
And in order that 1t may not seem curious to have begun this.
out of vain-glory, it 1s necessary to bear it with affeection
and visible faith. And as he produced the wrliting in which
were embodied those custonms which were the point at issue, he
sald with tears, "Behold, these customs the King of England
decrees agalnst the liberty of the Catholic Church. It is for
you to see 1if these-customs can be ignored with no loss of
souls,."

_26) This reading of the customs moved all to tears, nor
could those restrain themselves who Previously were opposing
with all their might. Now they were praising God that in that

digtress He reserved for Himselr at least one who would rise

to champion the church of God against 1ts opponents. And thoSe

who before held different views in this matter now came to the
agreement that the universal church ought to be supported in

the person of the Archbishop of Canterbury.




27) The ﬁext day when the cardinals sat wlth“tho'?gpo in
an inner chamber, the Lord of Canterbury was present and sald,
"My Fathers and lLords, no one is permitted to lie, particularly
in the face of God or in your presence; hence, I conreis, ﬁﬁA
reluctantly but sadly, that these troubles of the Church of
England are my fault. I rose into Christ's fold but not through
the right doorsz not as one whom the canonical election called
but whom fear of eivil power thrust into office. Although I
undertook this burden unwillingly, yet, human regard and not |
divine will led me to 1t. What wonder then that 1t turned out
to my misfortune? However, should I have renounced the priv-
ilege of epizeop‘l authofity given to me, as the bishops urged
me to do,'it-would be a pernicious example both to the desire
of the princes and to the will of tha Catholie Chureh. There-
fore, I deferred this until I sheuld come to your prosenée. Now,
iealiziag my uncanonical step, and fer fegr of still worse re-
sults, and seeing that my strength is unequal te the burdon;
lest my tenure of office result in the ruin of the flock of
which I have been given a pastor's charge, into your hands I
resign the Archbishopric of Canterbury.” And with a sob he iept
and drove all who were present into tears.
28) Who eould refrain from tears on hearing these iords?s3

Se then the Archblshop left with his men who were scandalized ﬁy

sagenpure John 10.1.
sscompare Virgil, Aeneid 2.6.
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these 'ords,64 and who undoubtedly began teo deapair alrggdy;
meanwhile the Pope bogaﬁ a conference with the candinni§“,bqnt
this matter. Now and then a contradicting opinion ardae;jgfh,'
fifst party thought that here was an opportunity which eoﬁid‘vn
more easily pacify the king, if the welfare of the church were
entrusted to other hands and a better man®® be found for the
office at a lateé time. These were from the phariaoes.s6
However, others "who had their eyes opqned"67 feok a different
view of the matter. Any man, thought they; who exposed his
riches and reputation, his standing and prestige, even life
1tself, to the greatest of dangers in his defense of the church,
should not be deprived of hls right; at the mere wish of the
king. If he were to be so deprived, two posgibilities would
relle;.f First, to others in similar situation he might be an
example of resisting royal authority, 1f his rights should be
preserved inviolate; secondly, ahould he fall, all bishops
would fall, and never in the future would anyone dare to oppose
the king, In the latter case the Catholic Church will hang in
the balance and the prestige of the Pope will be lost. "There-
fore it is necessary,” they said, "that this man be restored
even 1if unwilling; and he who fights for us all must Bo supported|
in every manner." This opinion pleased all except the éhariaaea.

'ggconpare Matthew 15.12; Mark 4.17.

Bscenparo Psalms 108.8; Acts 1,20,

67Cenpare Mark 12,13; Luke 7.36,
Nambers 24.16. : ,
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29) Summoning the Archbishop and his followers, tke Pope
gave this decision: "My brother, 'the zeal for the house of |
the Lord'ss'which you had and have is evident to us; elear too,
is it with what a consclence you made yourself a wall against
the enemy; it is clear what a frank confession you made about
the beginning of your adminigtration, aﬂd your resignation
carried with it the power of atonement. Sﬁrely then, you can
receive anew from my hand the episcopal investiture; now we
shall consider you pardoned., And rightly, since we know you
to be a man tried in every kind of temptation, provident and
discreet, &oar to God and to men, loyal at all times to us and
the Holy Roman Church. And Just as you have been a sharer and
solitary partner of our persecution,69 se by the will of God
‘we shall fall you in nothing as long as there is a spark of
life in us. But whereas till now you "abounded in 1uxnry”7°
from now on you shall learn to be what you ought to be, con~
soler of the poor, and that you cannot learn except undor the
tuition of the mother of‘rgligion - poverty itself, We have,
then, thought 1t wise to entrust you to Christ'skpoor, to be
trained by the Abbot of Pontigny and his brethren. (The Abbot
was there present by arrangement.) Nor do I 88y that'youmére
to be trained clegantly, but simply, as becomes an exile snd
athlete of Christ; and among the monks with a fow friends and

88psa1ms 68.10.
‘$9ca-pare 2 Peter 2.13.
ocanticlea 8.b. '
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relatives, (your other companions being dividod;miﬁgsag§;.nd.)
your 11fa‘éﬁght to be spent, until the day of conholatiényl‘
shall approach and the time of peace shall descend frﬁu‘g§ov..
Ho@nwhiie the bof good courago'72 and resist manfully those who
disturdb peace.™

30) Having received the papal benediction the Lerd of
Canterbury with a few of his followers (since the reat were
destined to other places as has been said,) entered Pontigny.

He judged himself unworthy to have received the pastoral charge
from the Apostolic hand unless he also received the religioua
habit, because in the apiscopal seeé he ha@'to rile monks as his
first begotten children. He also learned that, from the earli-
est foundation of the Church of Canterbury, nearly all the
pastors and bishops were monks, nor according to the ancient
histories had there ever been a schism in the kingdom or a
transfer occurred except when the administrator was of another

73 The Pope, thorororo, sent him through messengers

profession,
& monastic habit, which he himself blessed. It was made from
thick, rough, woolen cloth. "Wherefore," he said to the messen-
gers, "tell the Lord Archbishop that we have'aont him such a
habit as we happen to have, not such as we would 'iah;' The
Abbot of Pontigny invested the Lord of Canteﬁbury in the presone*

of only e few persons. There was standing by one of his

viianontutiona l.21,
72p0bias 5.13; 7.20.
731.e. secular.
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roilowera, (he who previously propoiod the qﬁqnﬁi&ﬁlnt*qgirondmm
"How much of virtue has he left for himself whe lost his cen-
science and reputation?"74 who, when he saw the hood éﬁ%thg EA
habit too small in proéértion to the whole, (it had\bCOﬁﬁigiig&."
purposely,) said, "whether this habit is according to the rﬁi@j
or not, I do not know, but it is plain that the Pepe has not
fitted well the hood to the habit. Thomas smiled and sald,
"his was done on purpose, lest youxmock me again as you have
done previously.” The man asked, "Where and when was that?"
"The day before yesterday,”™ he answered, “while I was puttiﬁg
on the sacred vestments for tho solemn Mass, and when I had put
on the cincture I sqamed atuffod out, you asked why I was so
large behind. Now if a large hood hung frem my shoulders, there
would be formed a hump and you could almost laugh at me as hump-
backed. Thorefofe, this was cautlously providod for me, agiinat
such insults.” In fact, he wore a hair shirt fron the neck to
the knees, unknown even to friends, and when he was girt closely,
the stiffness of the hairshirt protruded and thul'he appeared
fat, whereas he was emaciated although pleasant of face.

31) Meanwhile as the legates were coming and going in
order to restore peace, the Pope and the king decided to hold
a meeting at an appointed time and place so that by their con-
ference a way for pPeace could be more easily found. The king

sald that he would come, but in the absence of the Archbishop

74Page 40 Alexander Llewelyn.




70

of Canterbury; because, the king insisted that should @?onas
be present he would not see the face of the Pope. The Archbiahq#
of Canterbury remarked to the Pope that there was no reason for
the king to have conference without his presence, since he knew
his ways very well. Thomas sald, "If there will not be a care-
ful interpreter who can draw the plans out of the mind of the
king, the apostblie falth can be quickly mleed by his ambiguous
words. And if the king will know beforehand the weaknesses of
the Pope he will set obstacles in his path," When thé Pope
heard this, modestly he rapl;ed to the king,\that’for centuries -
there was no precedent to thfov anyone of the fold out of the
Roman Chureh at the whim of some ruler, especially one exiled
for justice, and it was a part of the privilege and power given
to the Holy See to come to the aid of oppressed outcasts, even
in the face of the king's anger and violent ;ttaeks of wicked
men. The messengers indignant left to report this to the king.
The Pepe atarted out to return to Rome, aﬁd the Archbishop ac-
' cemp;nied him as far as Bourges, whence, with permission #nd
blessing, he returned to Pontigny. Never again would he see
the Pope alive,

32) Thus we are following historically from the Council
of Clarendon’® until the Pope's retreat from Fr#nee, tha# in the
meantime all ejonts may be clear, since the lpttérs written do

not,;nrriciontlyjezplain the affair. The follewing letters are

7SJanuary 13-30, 1164, to November 25, 1165. Compare section 1,
page 39 of this thesis.
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clear enough untilvthe very end of the negotiation and apparently
need not tﬁp assistance of history, with the exception e:%that -
whieh took ﬁiace in the conference of the king when the manage-
ment of the case of the Archblishop of Canterbury was entrusted
by the Pope to Simon, Prior of Montdieu and Bernard of Corllo.
On another occasién the restoration of peace was diuturbéd,bo-
cause the Lord of Canterbury did not want to omit the words,
"Saving his order," since once the king refused the kiss of
peace to the Arehbishop of Canterbury. All this is quite clear
from the letters placed in their proper order. There 1t is as
it hsppened. It was suggested to the king that the Lord of
Canterbury wished to submit himself to the king's decision,
consequently he received him more graciously. Therefore, in
the presence of many who have gatheredrfrbm'bath‘kingda-j the
Archbishop fell to the feet of the King of England saying,

"The whole controversy which has arisen between us I commend teo
j@ur decision, saving God's honor." When the king heard thésd
words he immedliately grew'enraged,'and sald to the King of
France, "My lord King, listen if you please. Whatoier'his lord=
ship of éantorbury disapproves he will aai is contrary to God's
honor, and so on all occasions he will get the idynntaga over
me, but that I may not seem to wnht to resist God's henor, I
shall say this. There have been in England before me many kings,
some of greater and some of less power than mine, There have

also been many Archbishops before him--great and holy men.
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Therefore, let him do to me as the greatest and holiest gf his
predecessors has done to the least of mine, and I am satisfied."
On all sides was heard, "The king is humbling himself enough.™
Thomas remained silent for a while. The King of France added,
"Lord Archbishop, do you wish to be greater than these holy men,
or better than Peter? Why do you doubt? Behold, peace at the
door." To this the Afchbishop answered; '"It is true that there
have been archbishops, each in his own time greater and better

than I. They extirpated some but not all abuses against God.

If all would have been cut out with the roots who would now
rouse the fire of temptation against us? 'How would we be found
in comparison with them worthy of honor énd glory? Hence it is
far better that we do this at God's inspiration tﬁat{ as on the
one hand, we have worked with them, so we should share their
rewards. If anyone of them grew tepid by chance or transgressed
his authority in anything we are not bound to imitate that
example of tepidity or excess. We accuse Peter for denying
Christ, but we praise Peter for exposing in every way the attack
of Nero, even risking his head. Because Peter did not want to
agree with him and he could not conceal his feeling without
danger to his soul, therefore he laid down his life &s a con-
queror of his enemies. From such bressure the Catholic Church
&rose and grew., Our fathers have suffered because they did not
want to withhold the name of éhrist, and should I suppress the

honor of Christ that a man's favor be restored to me? Banish,

. ld
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banish the thought.” he cried. The nobles of beth kinsdala

; arose, condemning the arrogance of the Archbinhop as An‘Eondi-
} ment to peace. One of the counts from among them, protgated,,
"Because he rejected the advice and will of both kingdq-. hﬁ
deserves the help of nelther; rejected by England, let Fr;n..
not receive him." W | L
' 33) After the conference, with much grumbling each re-
turﬁod to his own quarters, leaving the Archbishop with hils
fellow-exiles in deepest desperation. After every conference,
undo; the pretext of consolation and reverence, the King of
France had been accustomed to vislt the Archbishop. Now, howb.
ever, neither himself nor through any of hls attendants did he
pay a visit to Thomas. Three days he spént in close proximity
to the King of France, yet Louls did nof approach him or any

one of his party. During such negotiations, the Archbishop was

usually provided from the liberality of the king. After that

' conference, and during the interval we have mentioned, absolute-

1y nothing was given to him. On the way sometimes the Arch-
biahop of Sens, and sometimes the Bishop of Poitiers or somecne
else helped him as 1f he were a beggar. This situation terri-
fled many of his followers, as if already they were destitute
of all human aid. _

34) The third day after their Journey, while they were in
a hestelry sitting and talking together about the arffairs, they
discussed how they could change the situation. The Lord of
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Canterbury was cheerful, as if he had no troubles an & ]
invincible to the atiacks of fate; he answered the eondolq& .g
of his friends with a gentle smile. "I alone am attacked.

When I shall yleld there will be no one to persecute you so
bitterly. After you obtain your property, yoﬁ will no longer
be destitute of your friends. Take courage and fear not."76
They said, "We pity you more, for we do not know how yau,Aa man
of such autharify, deprived of your most prominent and oldest
friends can alter the situation.” The Lord of Canterbury re-
plied, "I commit my troubles to God. Since the door of both
kingdoms is closed for m@, nor can I turn to the Roman robbers
for consclation, for they are despolling the booty of the poor
without choi#o, I must follow another way. I have heard, how-
ever, that there are more generous people ln Burgundy across

the Saone River, up to the regions of Provence. To these

people with one companion I will go on foot. Perhaps when they
see our affliction, they will take eempassion on us and.miniater
for a time to our needs until God shall visit us.”” God is able
té be with his own to the depth of thelr greatest misery, and

he who digtrusts God 'is worse than an infidel,!"78 Immediately
the ncrcy of God @ppeared at the door. A servant of the King

of France came and sald, ”Lord, the king calls you to the court.f

7scampare Isaias 35.4; 2 Paralipomenon 32.7.
700apara Iake 1,78.

781 mimothy 5.8.
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| In answer to this one of them said, "In order te cxpellra from
the ﬁingdom.” The Archbishop of Canterbury replied, "iﬁﬁlnrof
not a prophet, nor & son of a prophet; do not fdrebodeiYil}'vg
35) When they came, they found King Léuis seated wiiﬁ'édma
cast features and he did not arise before the Lord of Canterbu;j3,
as was his custom. This fact from the very beéinning was 11l- |
foreboding. After those called seated themselves languldly,
they remained thus for a long time. The King with his head
bént down as if he grieved and reluctantly pondered how he
would expel. them from his kingdom; and these as if they feared
the same. While he burat into tears with a groan he leapt and
threw himself t; the feet of thé Lord of Canterbury, astonishing
those who were present. The Archbishop stooped to raise the
king, who scarcely ceould come to himself from anguish; He then
said, "Really, Lord of Canterbury, my Father, you alone have
seen." And sighing he groaned with grief, "We all have been
blind; who have given you‘advice agdinst yoﬁr causé,’nay, |
against the cause of God, that you should resign the honor of
God to the whims of man, I repent, my Father, I bittbrly«ropent4
Forgive me, I beg you, and absolve me a sinner fron this fault.
I offer to God and to you myself and my kingdom, and I promise
that from this hour as long as God '1lla‘ﬁo to live, i,ahall not
fail you or yours." The Archbishop absolved and gavo’him his
benediction and joyfully started out with his party to Sens,

where the king of France treatod ‘him royally until his return to

:QCanuro Amos 7 14.
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England. J

36) When the King of England heard this, he demanded that
the King of France show him by what lawful right he could pro-
tect the Archbishop of Canterbury, when in the very presence of
His Hajenﬁy, the King of England ready for every justiéo_:o
humiliated himself. It was the Archhisﬁop's rault thatrho did
not have peace which he arrogantly and contumeliously rejected.
On this account he said that ﬁho King of France, from now on in-
his own kingdom, to the disgrace and shame of a loyal friend of
his, ought not be responsible for his protection, To this
Louis replied, "Go tell your king, that if he will not brook
the repeal of those customs which they call anoient, although
as they say, they are less congruous to divine law, still be-
cause they pertain to royal dighity, mich less 1s 1t permitted
me to destroy this liberality, which, with the crown of the
-kingdom, is mine by heritage. MNoreover, Francovrron anclient
times was wont to save, support, defend ané recelive all wretched
and afflicted, and especlially those exiled for Justiée, until
they shall have peace. God willing, no man's suggestion will
ever lﬁnd.ne a8 long as I‘livo to detract from the hohor and
esteem of the Archbishop during his 91119.' |

37) For this reason we have placed theae 1ettor38° here
tha£ they ihauld be an unbroken series since we have come to the
point where the letters treat certain matters somewhat obsecurely.

This is in the fourth part where the Prior of Montdieu and

Bbéonparo section 1, page 39 of this thesis.
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Bernard de Corilo were assignod as executors of the Pont's
order. The rest of the letters, in their place and order state
the matter more clearly, so that in themselves, they are suf-
ficient for the 1ntelligonce*ef the reader. In the couése of .
the eontroversy between the king, Thomas, and<tho Archbishop
of York, when it became qulte clear ﬁhat the success of Thomas
could not be easily overcome, the Archblshop of York made use
of these letters to embitter the heart of tho’king against the
Archbighop of Canterbury. Therefore, he more easily ylelded
to}observe these ancient cﬁstama that thus he might coneiliate
the king‘to the confusion of Thomas. He even made an ally of
@Gilbert, bishop of London, who for a long time also aspired to
the Archbishopric of Canterbury. Hence, by skillful wiles and
plots he tried in vailn to overthrow Thona:; He strove more
oagorly but covertly te transfer at all cosf the pallium from
ého Church of Canterbury to London. Consequently these two
leaders of the whole misunderstanding in thia‘caao, io it is
said, influenced thé king, so that these customs whisch follow

should be decreed against the ecclesiastical libertj, and
khgving decreed them he should publish them in the kingdom of
England. |
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