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INTRODUCTION

In his essay entitled "The War of Gods and Demons,"Ll after
a plea for what he calls "psychological history" as opposed to
purely economic and political history, G. K. Chesterton explain+
the war to extinction between Rome and Carthage as a contest,
not merely of commercial interests, but of two deepdy antago-
nistic cultures, world outlooks, religious atmospheres. He maind
tains that the Roman with his friendly, naturalistic gods, his
ideal of "prisca virtus", his deep regard for the sanctity and
inviolability of the home and family, was sustained in the face
of death and defeat during the second, and most degisive, por-
tion of the struggle, not by economiec considerations, not by
hopre of world emplre, but by a hatred of what he sensed in the
Carthaginian culture,- a world outlook appalling to him in its
basic despair, in its cruel commerclalism, its utter disregard
for objective moral standards, its inhuman cultus of blood-
thirsty Eastern gods. Thus Mr. Chesterton introduces a new
aspect, suggests a more basic motive for the death struggle of
these two great powers.

The problem then arises: 1s this suggestion justified hist-
orically ? What do we actually know of the civilization and
culture, the spirit and moral atmosphere of Carthage as record-
ed by the anclients themselves? Do the historical sources just-

ify Mr. Chesterton's Interpretation, or is it enough to explain
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the Punic wars simply as a contest for political and economic

supremacy between two states having essentially the same moral
outlook and values? Obviously, the first step toward a solution
must be an examination of the ancient authors with a view to
determining the nature of Carthaginian civilization and culture,
especially at the time of the Punic wars. That is what we pro-
pose to undertake in this investigation.

Our attempt will be to discover not so much what Carthage
did, but what she was. We shall not try, therefore, to trace
the full history of the city, and historical detalls will be
considered only In so far as they cast light on some significant
trait of natlonal character; rather we shall attempt to dis-
cover the reality behlnd those details. R.B.Smith states the
problem thus:

If we try, as we cannot help trying, to plcture to ourselves
the daily life and personal characteristics of the people...and
to ask, not what the Carthaginians did, for that we know, but
what they were, we are confronted by the provoking blank in the
national history...

It is with the hope of filling in somewhat that "provoking
blank in the national history" of Carthage that we shall
examine the ancient sources, extracting all that casts light on
the people themselves, their civilization and culture, inter-
preting this data to determine their national character. And,
since the investigation draws much of its importance from its
connection with the larger problem of the Punic wars, our

interest will be centered on the civilization and culture of

Carthage especially during the period of those wars.
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In regard to sources, the ancient Latin and Greek authors,

particularly the historians, will be used almost excluslvely as
the basis of conclusions. It 1s true that the details they offer
concerning the national character of Carthage are limited and
fragmentary. Yet, 1ln one sense, this limitation 1s an advantage,
since it allows an exhaustive study of what data 1s provided. It
will be objected, of course, that a study of Carthage through
the accounts of her enemlies, the Greeks and Romans, will neces-
sarily be prejudiced and lacking in objective value. We can
reply, first, that if Greek and Homan writers of different peril-
ods present a single consistent picture of the nation, and one
that appears to be borne out by the actions of that nation, that
is, by simple historical facts, then it is safe to say that
their attitude must be justified by reality. Moreover, the Greek
and Roman attitude itself 1s almost as important for our ulti-
mate purpose as the reality it reflects, since it helps toward
a basic explanation of their centuries of opposition to Cartha-
ginian expansion. Finally, we must be satisfied with Greek and
Roman sources for the very good reason that no others exist. It
would be highly desirable to learn the national character of
Carthage from Carthaginian historlians, and to possess an account
of the Punic Wars from the Carthaginian point of view. The fact
1s, however, that no such writings exist, and so we must make
the best of what we have.

Much has been written on Carthage in modern times, both in

the course of general histories of the ancient world, like those
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of Mommson, Rostovtzeff, and Duruy, or in the form of special

studies, like those of R. B. Smith® and A. J. Church.4 The
general historles, naturally, touch on the background of Cartha-
ge only in so far as 1t is necessary to an understanding of her
political and economic history. Of the speclal studles, Smith

is the most satisfactory; his style is interesting and his in-
tefpretations moderate. Hls effort to achieve literary excel-
lence, hosever, 1s made at the cost of full citation and anno-
tatlon of prime sources. Moreover, he is not concerned exclusi-
vely with the nature of Carthage herself, but treats her history
at greater length. Church, too, 1s concerned mainly with politi-
cal development and history; his account of Carthaginian civili-
zation and culture is rather cursory and superficial, inferior
to that of some of the general histories of the ancient world.
Neither had as hls prime aim the precise object of this inves-
tigation. All the existing accounts are most useful, of course,
as guldes to prime sources and alds to interpretation. We shall
be concerned with them only incidentally, however, attempting
rather to examine carefully the prime sources themselves and to
draw, as far as possible, our own conclusions.,

The data gathered from the ancient writers will be organized
under the two main divisions of civilization and culture. The
term "civilization" is here taken in its root meaning as signi-
fying all that has to do with law and its enforcement, so that
we can say with E. R. Hull, S. J.:° "Civilization, therefore,

I define as a state of soclal organization which binds together
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a race or people into a unity under a definite soclal code ...
In short, civilization 1s essentially the reign of social law."
Thus, under the head of "civilization" we shall group all mate-
rial on the civil constitution and laws of Carthage and their
enforcement.

Agzain, we follow Hull in distinguishing between "civiliza-
tion" and"eulture" as follows:6

Civilization ... means essentially the reign of social law...
Everything else which is found embodied in a given system of
civilization must therefore for the sake of clearness be called
by some other name; and that name, for want of a better, we may
call "culture". Culture etymologically means the cultivation of

something, and therefore the application of human faculties to
some object.

Thus, the faculties applied in the material sphere gives
rise to materlal culture,- agriculture, commerce, resources,

territorial dominion, etc. In the same way intellectual culture

will include intellectual and aesthetic development,- art, lite-
rature, philosophy, and the amenitlies -~ while religion and na-
tional 1deals will fall under moral culture. The division, no
doubt, can be questioned; it is proposed, however, not as an ab-
solute, but rather as a convenient framework for the organiza-
tion of materlal. These two large aspects or approaches, the

civil and cultural, while complementing and enlightening each
other, will, we hope, join in focus upon the Carthaginians them-
selves, drawing out the salient features of their nature, en-
abling us to see with some accuracy "what they were", especially

at the time of the Punic Wars.
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Notes to Introduction

1 The Everlasting Man, New York, Dodd, Mead, and Co., 1930,
158.

2 Carthage and the Carthaginiahs, London, Longman's, Green,
1879, .

& Op. cit.

4 Ccarthage (Story of Nations Series), New York, Putnam, 1893.

5 ¢ivilization and Culture, London, Sands and Co., 1916, 10.

€ Ipid., 15.




PART ONE

CIVILIZATION




CHAPTER I
THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF CARTHAGE
I. General Type of Constitution

Our most complete and reliable authority on the constitution
of Carthage 1s Aristotle, who sketches its broad outline in the
Politics, characterizing it, with that of Sparta and Crete, as
"justly ramous.“l He classifies the government of Carthage as an
aristocracy, "the government of more than one, yet only a few,"
so called %"either because the best men rule or because they rule
with a view to what is best for the state ana for its members."z

Yet it 1is not a pure aristocraecy, governed by the "best in
virtue absolutely," under which “"the same person is a good man
and a good citizen absolutely,®- but a secondary type of aris-
toeracy, in which the rulers are "good men in relation to some
arbitrary standard,e.ees good relatively to thelr own form of
government."s "For even in the states that do not pay any publie
attention to virtue there are nevertheless some men that are
held in high esteem and are thought worthy of respect. Where
then the constitution takes in view wealth and virtue as well as
the common people, as, for instance, at Carthage, this is of the

nature of an aristocracy."4

II, Chief Magistrates
According to Aristotle, the constitution of Carthage provided

for chief magistrates whom he calls kings, corresponding to the

kings at Sparta,sprobably in their twofold capacity as proteetor1
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for chief magistrates whom he calls kings, corresponding to the

kings at Sparta,5probab1y in their twofold capacity as proteeter1




and rulers of the state. They held office, however, not by heﬁié
ditary right as at Sparta, but by election on the double basis
of wealth and merit, "If therefore election by wealth is oligar-
chical and election by merit aristocratic, this will be a third
system exhibited in the organization of the constitution of Care
thage, for there elections are made with an eye to these two
qualifications, and especially elections to the most important
offices, those of the kings and of the genera.ls."6 Aristotle re-~
gards this as an advantage over the Spartan system, for in
pointing out the resemblences of the two canstiitutions, he says?
*It is another superior feature that the Carthaginian kings are
not confined to the same family, and that one of no particular
distinction."

This much we know about the kings from Aristotle; later
writers fill in a few details, Nepos tells us their number and
term of office:B!As is true of the consuls at Rome, so at Car-
thage two kings were elected annually for a term of one year.®
Livy calls them by their more common and proper titleg'sufetes,
quil summus Poenis eat magistratus," and again}oﬁsureteé (quod
velut consulare imperium apud nos erat),"= a title which most
modern historians and commentators trace to the Hebrew word
shofetim, commonly rendered in Biblical English as Jjudge, though
the officials bearing this title at Carthage held executive as
well as judicial authority,

What were the functions of the sufetes? Up to Aristotle's

time they mumst have held, in conjunction with a group of Elders




who probably formed their cabinet or privy council, the supremz
1egislative and executive authority., "The reference of some
matters and not of others to the popular assembly rests with the
kings in consultation with the Elders in case they agree unani-
mously, but failing that these matters also lie with the people;
and..eothe kings introduce business in the assembly....'ll

In later times, during the Punic wars, though the sﬁfetes
must have lost much of their power and authority through the
limitations imposed on them by the excessive power of the order
of Judges.lzstill they retained the prerogative of calling the
senate or assembly together%sand probably of introducing busi=
ness and acting as spokesmen for the bedy, as we find in Poly-
bius' account of the Roman embassy to Carthage at the beginning
of the Second Puniec war:14

The oldest member of the embassy, pointing to the bosom of
his toga, told the senate that it held both peace and war for
them, Therefore he would let fall from it and leave with them
whichever of the two they bade him, The Carthaginian sufete bade
him let fall whichever the Romans chose, and when the envoy said
he would let fall war, many of the senators cried out at onece,
'We accept it,'"

Finally, the sufetes must have acted as judges in popular
law suits, holding court daily in a busy quarter of the city,
for Livy tells us that after the Second Punic war Aristo, the
Tyrian agent of the exiled Hannibal, hung his ﬁritten‘message to
the senate of Carthage "celeberrimo loco, supra sedem quotidi-
anam magistratuum prima vespera," and that it was discovered

"postero die, cum sufetes ad jus dicendum conaedissent."l5




I1I, The Council of Elders
According to Aristotle's account, there was a council of
Elders ( yepovo{a) corresponding to the Elders at Sparta,
though the exact nature of this group, its funetion, number,
and mode of selection is not clear from the sources, and later
commentators are hopelessly at odds upon the difficulty.leAris-
totle tells us that "the kings and the council of Elders corre-

17and we know that the
18

spond to the kings and Elders at Sparta,"
council at Sparta, like that at Crete also,” consisted of twenty
eight members and acted as a single agency in conjunction with

19 the Gerousia at Carthage may very well have been

the kings.
the same in number, forming, together with the kings, that coun-
¢il of which LivyISpeaks as negotiating for peace at the end of

the Second Punic war;:20

Carthaginienses oratores ad pacem petendam mittunt triginta
seniorum principes, Id erat sanctius apud illes concilium
maximique ad ipsum senatum regendum vis,

It is quite clear from this and other sources that there ex-
isted along with the council of twenty eight another larger
body, the senate, of which this group formed but a part, and
from which it probably drew its members.Zt In the passage just
quoted Livy peints out that this fconsilium' comprised the
*principes senlorum," while in another placezzhe explaines:
"seniores, ita senatum vocabant.® The council, then, were the
"principes seniorum," the senate, "seniores."™ This distinction

between the couneil and the larger senate is evident from Poly%




bius' account of the terms offered by the Romans before the
Third Punic war, which included the surrender of three hundred
hostages, the sons of senators ( tGv €x Tfic cupxAitov ) and of
members of the council ( éx Tfg vepovolag ),23while after the
capture of New Carthage, according to the same author, Scipio
nget apart Mago and the Carthaginians who were with him, two of
them being members of the council of Elders ( yepovo{a ) and fif-
teen members of the senate ( odyxintog )524

The council of Elders must have been made up of the senators
most distinguished for ability, family, and wealth, since these
were the standards of excellence at Carthage, according to Aris-
totla.zs In hig time, the legislative power of t he council was
apparently absolute when its members agreed with the two kings:

The reference of some matters and not of others to the popu~
lar assembly rests with the kings in consultation with the
Elders in case they agree unanimaggly, but failing that, these
matters also lie with the people.

There is question here, of course, as to whether Aristotle,
in speaking of the Elders (yfpovteg ) means the council or the
entire senate, It is likely that he speaks of the couneil; this
would be more in accord with the praciice at Sparta, and much
more practical., The entire senate would be too unwieldy a group
to act thus in harmony with the kings in the multiple affairs of
government; its membership must have heen fairly large, since
Justinus relates that, at a perios of more than fifty years
before the writing of the Politics, "centum ex numero senatorum

judices deliguntur.'27
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The function of this council of Elders at the time of Aris-
totle, then, was not merely to advise the kings, but actually to
share their power of government. Later, however, they must have
1ost this prerogative with the decline in the monarchy and the
rise of oligarchical rule. While Livy speaks of them even in the
$ime of the Punic wars as "vis ad ipsum senatum regendum," they
probably exercised this influence more through personal author-
ity as "“principes seniorum® than in virtue of any authority in-
vested in the council itself. The occasions upon which the coun-

28_ the only times he

¢il of Thirty appears in Livy's account,
distinguishes between this group and the rest of the senate~ is
when they are sent as a delegation to ask for peace, which indi-
cates that at least the conventional form of the council was re-
tained as a convenient committee for earrying out diplomatic and
civie formalities under the authority of the senate., This is
borne out by Polybius, who speaks of "the thirty of the Gerousia®
who were sent to reconecile Hanno and Hamilcar toward the end of
the Mercenary War.zg
IV, The Senate

Little is said of the senate at the early period; in fact it
is not mentioned by Aristotle. However, we know that it existed
in his time from the fact that a board of 104 Judges, whom he
doss mention, was chosen from among iis members, according to

Justinus.so This faet indicates also that it must have been a

rather large body. The silence of Aristotle may be accounted for




by assuming that the senate was of little importance at his
time, the power of state being in the hands of the kings and the
Gerousia. The senate, like the couneil of Elders and the Judges
drawn from it, would have been composed of representatives of
families distinguished for wealth and influence.

In the time of the Punic wars, however, we know that the Sen-
ate was of great importance, There are several ineidents in
Polybius which show that the senators had the prerogative of
deciding for war or peace, For example, when Regulus was threat-
ening Carthage, it was the senate that determined not to submit,
but to hold out against him to the end.>t Again, the senate de-
cided to accept war from the Roman ambassado®s who came to re-

32 Finally, when

monstrate about the aggression of Hannibal,
Scipio proposed terms at the end of the Second Punic war, at the
instigation and under the influence of Hannibal, the senate
"voted to make the treaty on the above conditions and...at once
dispatched envoys with orders to agree with them."33
Ve The Hundred

How can we account for this change, the shift in power from
the hands of the kings and Elders to the senatorial class? It
was due, probably, to the influence of a new institution, intro-
duced into the Carthaginian system at a comparatively late hour
to restore the balance of power between the nobility and the

senatorial order.%4 For the femily of Mago, through superior
ability, wealth, and influence had come to dominate the state to
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such an extent that they threatened to become absolute, Justinus,

after telling of the death of Hamilcar in the Sicilian war (479

B.C.), says:>®

Deinde cum familla tanta imperatorum gravis liberae civitati
esset, omniaque ipsi agerent simul et judicareni, centum ex num-
efo senatorum judices deliguntur, qui reversis a bello ducibus,
rationem rerum gestarum exigerent, ut hoe metu ita in belle im-
peria eogitarent ut domi judicia legesque respicerent,

This new commission was instituted, then, as a check upon the
power of the kings and generals, to exact an account of their
adminisiration and to punish them when necessary,

Aristotle, writing about fifty years after the death of Ham-
ilcar, speaks of this "magistraecy of 104' as one of the chief
institutions of Carthag§§ "corresponding to the Ephors at Spartq*
the Carthaginian institution is superior to that of Sparta, how-
ever, in this, that "the Ephors are drawn from any class, but thT
Carthaginians elect this magistracy by merit," He refers once
more to t he commission,37this time as "the supreme magistracy of
the Hundred," explaining that its members were elected by the
Boards of Five, of which we will speak later, Thus it appears
that even in the time of Aristotle, the Hundred (as the commis-
sion is generally referred to, although consisting of 104 actual
members, as mentioned above) had become more than simply a board
of judges to whom returning generals were accountable; they are
already the "supreme magistracy", probably exercising a strong

influence over the sufetes, generals, and senators through their

supremacy as arbiters of official conduet at home and in the
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field. We shall see later that this power eventually gave them
the actual control of the city,

VI, The Boards of Five

Another feature of the political organization of Carthage,
and one rather closely connected with the Judges in spirit and
function, were the commissions of Five, or Pentarchies, describ-
ed by Aristotle as an oligarchic element in the Carthéginian
constitution:38

The appointment by co-optation of the Boards of Five which
control many important matters, and the election by these
boards of the supreme magistracy of the Hundred, and also their
longer tenure of authority than that of any other efficers (for
they are in power after they have gone out of office and before
they have gectually entered upon it% are oligarchical features;
their recelving no pay and not being chosen by lot and other
similar regulations must be set down as aristocratic, and so
must the fact that the members of the Boards are the judges in
all law suits; instead of different suits being tried by differ-
ent courts, as at Sparta.

This is all we know of the institution from ancient sources,
and the account is none too clear, It is probable that as Car-
thage grew into an empire under the policy of expansion and
foreign conquest which she undertook to offset the inroads of
the Greeks about the fifth century B.C.agthe business of gover-
nment became too complex to be handled efficiently by the kings
and couneil, The Boards of Five would have been instituted as
permanent commissions in charge of "important matters"- military
and naval affairs, commerce and revenues, colonial administira-
tion, and domestic discipline, The commissioners' tenure of of-

fice stretched over a long period of time, and this, with the

cust ting their own members by co-optation, was doubt-
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1ess intended to insure stability and singleness of purpose in
the vital departments of the state., Yet it is this very perman-
ence that Aristotle criticizes as oligarchic, leaving the door
open to abuse, The Boards of Five, ha¥ing the privilege of
electing the members of the "supreme magistracy of the Hundred",
could place men of their own class and point of view in this
powerful institution also. The fact that the commissioners re-
ceived no pay, and that they were not chosen by lot, but probabe
ly on the basis of wealth and merit, Aristotle concedes to be

an aristocratic feature, but points out later?Othat such regu-
lations in practice tend to oligarchy, Finally, he tells us

that the members of these boards were judges in all law sultis,-
a prerogative that could also easily be misused to sirengthen
the grip of oligarchy. It has been mentioned that the sufetes

411f this is to be reconciled with

acted as judges in law sults;
Aristotle's stetement we must conclude that the sufetes were
ex officio members of the Boards, perhaps the permanent chair-

men, much as the vice-president is chalirman of the Senate of the
United States,
VII. The Assembly

Unusual as it may be in a commonwealth of Eastern or Semetic
origin, there was a popular assembly at Carthage,- a dfjuog -
with even greater power than the assembly at Sparta.

The reference of some matiers and not of others to the popu-
lar assembly rests with the kings in consultation with the
Elders in case they agree unanimously, but failing that, these
matters also lie with the people; and when the kings introduce
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business in the assembly, they do not merely let the people sit
and listen to the decislions that have been taken by their rulers)|
but the people have the sovereign decision, and anybedy who
wishes may speak against the proposals introduced, a right that
does not exist under the other constitutions.%2

This passage proves that in Aristotle's time at least, the
kings could call the assembly and propose measures for consider-
ation. Under these circumstances the people had the right of
debate and their decision was final,

Among the later authers, Polybius relates an incident which
took place toward the end of the Second Punic war, and which
clearly shows that the assembly was still of importance at thst
time. After the Carthaginians, by selzing the Roman supply ships,
had broken the treaty which was supposed to have ended the war,
Sciplo sent ambassadors to demand an explanation, Polybius sayg§

On arriving at Carthage they first of all addressed the
senate, and afterwards being brought before the popular assembly
spoke with great freedom about the situation,

After an account of their complaint, he continues:

There were few among the Carthaginians who approved of adher-
ing to the treaty. The majority both of their leading politi-
cians and of those who took part in the deliberation objected
to its harsh conditions, and with difficulty tolerated the bold
language of the ambassadors.... The popular assembly decided sim-
ply to dismiss the ambassadors without a replysese.

Thus it is evident that even at this time, matters of the
greatest importance were put in the hands of the assembly for
deliberation and decision,

But the greatest proof of the power of the assembly is the
reform which Hannibal effected through it after the end of the

Second Punic war, Hannibal, being elected sufete, broke the
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power of the Judges, who had dominated the Carthaginian state up
to that time, A pretext was given him in the insubordination of
a quaestor, Livy records the event thus:44

Hannibal, thinking this conduet highly improper, sent a mes-
senger to arrest the quaestor and haling him before the assembly
(in contionem), assailed him and not less the order of Judges,
in comparison with whose pride of place and power the laws were
as nought, and the magistrates as well., When he saw that his
speech was well received and that their haughty spirits menaced
the liberty of the lowest classes also, he immediately proposed
and enacted a law that judges should be elected for one year
each, and that no one should be a judge for two consecutive
terms., But whatever influence he gained in this way with the
commons, to the same extent he roused the animesity of a large
party among the nebles, :

Thus the popular assembly was strong enough under the direct-
ion of Hannibal to overcome the ruling clique by pgssing a law
directly contrary %o their interests,- limiting thier term of
offices In order to appreciate the difficulty, the power invol-
ved, it must be remembered that the Judges had made themselves
supreme, forming a narrow oligarchy and strengthening their pos-
ition through years of domination,

It is not clear from the sources whether the assembly was
composed of all common cltizens without discrimination, or
whether some qualification was necessary., It is likely that in
a city where wealth was an important basis of distinction, some
property qualification was required for participation in publiec
affairs, even in the assembly.45

VIII, Generals and Minor Officials
The last office mentioned by Aristotle is ithat of general. He

refers to it only incidentally, saying that at Carthage "eleci-
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ions are made with an eye to these two qualifications (wealth
and merit) and especially elections to the most important, those
of the kings and of the generals,"%6 All we can gather from this
is that the generalship was an office distinct from that of suf-
ete, unlike the sysiem at Rome, where the consuls were also gen-
erals; that the generals were elected; and that they had to be
distinguished for wealth as well as merit.

Among the later writers, Nepos remarks that:47'0n his return
Hannibal was made king after he had been general for twenty-one
years,® It is evident from this that the generalship had ne fix~-
ed term, but continued for the length of the war, or at least
until the general was recalled for mismanagement, or simply
defeat, as many of them were, The Carthaginian generals held
this advantage over the Roman, in that they were not limited by
a fixed term of office, and so could maintain a consistent and
unchanging poliey, profiting by experience. The Romans, in
changing generais every two years, were deprived of these advan-
tages.,

As we have mentioned (supra V), the generals were responsible
for their conduct, and in fact, for the outcome of their exped-
itions, to the Board of 100 Judges, and some paid for ill suc~-
cess with their lives., In the field they were supreme; it ap-
pears however that they were sometimes accompanied by members of
the senate, who must have had some influence upon their conduct,

probably attending them as advisers. There were fifteen senators




with Mago when Scipio defeated him and took New Carthage, aceor-
ding %o Pelybiua.48

There were at least two generals in charge of the armies of
carthage., Thus, while Hannibal led one army in Italy, another,
under Hasdrubal, defended Carthage against Scipio. During the
Mercenary War which followed the First Punic war Hamilcar and
Hanno both held command. Polybius mentions three generals as
holding command at the same time after the battle of Ecnomos in
the First Punie war,-'Hamilear, Bostarus, and Hasdrubal, the son
of Hanno.49

There were minor officials at Carthage mentioned occasionally
by historians, though little is known of their functions outside
of what is indicated by their titles, We have mentioned the
"quaestor® whom Hannibal summoned for insubordination, according
to Livy.5° The quaestors were, probably, on the analogy of the
Roman system, treasury officers and paymasters, Nepos speaks of
a "praefectius ﬂorum'slwho reproved the great Hamilear,~ an offics
ial who must have fulfilled many of the functions of the Eoman
censor, with powers to supervise public and private conduet in
all citizens, regardless of rank or position,

IX. Conclusion

Such was the gemeral organization of the Carthaginian govern-
ment,~ kings,council of Elders, senate, the Hundred Judges, the
assembly, the Pentarchies, the generals, minor officials-~ the

bare external structure of the constitution, the letter of the
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law, &8s ar as we can determine from the anclent sources, It is

this general form that Aristotle admires:52

Carthage also appears to have a good constitution. (And
gurthur:) Many regulations at Carthage are good; and a proof
of a well-regulated constitution is that the populace willing-
ly remain faithful to the constitutional system, and that

neither civil strife has arisen in any degree worth mention-
ing, not yet a tyran$,

It is this form which draws from Polybius the comment:53

The constitution of Carthage seems to me to have been
originally well contrived as regards iis most distinctive
features, For there were kings, and the house of Elders was
an aristocratical force, and the people were supreme in

matters proper to them, the entire frame of the state much
resembling that of Rome and Sparta.
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CHAPTER II

ADHERENCE TO THE LAW

I. The Problenm
It is evident, then, from the testimony of Aristotle, whom
Smith calls "the greatest political philosopher of antiquity,"l
and of Polybius, whom Duruy terms "the wisest historian of anti-
quity,“z that the external structure of the Carthaginian govemn-
ment as originally planned, was excellent; what we want to
determine next 1s: How did this constitution work out in prac-
tice? What was the spirit animating the corpus of laws? What do
the ancients tell us of the actual operation of t he Carthaginian
government under the system proposed by the lawmakers? In other

words, we have seen the Carthaginian system in the abstract; we

must try now to discover hew it was enforeced in fact,

II. Defects Mentioned by Aristotle

It is important to notlice that whereas Aristotle praises the
general structure of the government of Carthage, he does not
hesitate to criticize certain elements which he regards as de-
fects, departures fromthe aristocratic form, and sources of dan=-
ger to the state, "The features open to criticism as judged by
the principle of an aristocraecy or republic are some of them
departures in the direction of democraey and others in the diree-
tion of oligarchy."3

The democratic feature criticized is the importance allowed

_33 the popular assembly in making it supreme when the kings and
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glders falil to agree, giving it the right of debate and decision
as explained above (Chapter I, section VII),

The oligarchical features oar more numerous: (l) the Pentar-
chies, (2) venality or plutecracy, (3) official pluralism, and
(4) the reduction of the populace by colonization,

(1) The Pentarchies, or Boards of Five, are dangerous because
while contrelling important matters, they elect their own members
by co-optation, enjoying an unusually long term of office, and

the privilege of selecting the members of the powerful Board of

4
Judges.

(2) In regard to the venal or plutocratic tendency, Aristotle

says:5

But the Carthaginian system diverges from aristocracy in the
direction of oligarchy most signally in respect of a certain idea
that is shared by the mass of mankind; they think that the rulers
should be chosen not only for their merit, but also for their
wealth, as it is not possible for a poor man to govern well or lo
have leisure for his dutiese.... But 1t must be held that this
divergence from aristocracy is an error on the part of the law-
giver; for one of the most important points to keep in view from
the outset is that the best citizens may be able to have leisure,
and may not have to engage in any unseemly occupation, not only
when in office bmt also when living in private life, Aand if it
is necessary to look to the question of means for the sake of
leisure, it is a bad thing that the greatest offices of the statg
the kingship and the generalship, should be for sale. For this
law makes wealth more honored than worth, and renders the whole
state avaricious; and whatever the holders of supreme power deem
honorable, the opinion of the other citizens also is certain to
follow them, and a state in which virtue is not held in the high-
est honor cannot be securely governed by an aristocracy. And it
is probable that those who purchase office will learn by degrees
to amke a profit out of it when they hold office for money spent.

(3) The feature most characteristically oligarchical, however,

is the union of a number of distinct offices and powers in one




persen,= official plural.tsm:6

aAnd it might also be though a bad thing for the same persen
4o hold several officés, which is considered a distinction at
carthage., One man one fJjob is the best rule for efficiency, and
the lawgiver ought to see that this may be secured and not
appoint the same men to play the flute and make shoes,

(4) Finally, the rulers at Carthage were accustomed to rid
themselves of troublesome surplus population among the lower
classesa by an expedient which Aristotle regards as dangerous:7

But the constitution being oligarchical they best escape the
dangers by being wealthy, as they constantly send out a portion
of the common people to appointments in theicities (colonies);
by this means they heal the social sore and make the constitution
stable. However, this is the achlievement of fortune, whereas
freedom from civil strife ought to be secured by the lawgiver;
but as it is, suppose some misfortune occurs and the multitude
of subject class revolts, there is no remedy provided by the
laws %o restore tranquillity,

These five defects, then, were already evident in Aristotle's
time., It is clear that they are not simply theoretical object-
jons, based on an analysis of the constitution in the abstract.
At least venality, pluralism, and the colonizing device are not
regarded as merely possible dangers, but because they are seen
30 exist the constitution is criticized for not providing against
them, Therefore the defects mentioned by Aristotle must have beeq
actual dangerous tendencies in the operation of the Carthaginian

government under the constitution.

IIT. During the First Punic War

A period of more than fifty years elapsed between Aristotle's

death and t he First Punic war, during which we have no record of

the political developement of Carthage. A few indications can be
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gathered, however, from Polybius' account., He speaks only once oq

the condition of the state, and that is to say only that: "The
two states (Rome and Carthage) were also at this period still un-
corrupted in principle, moderate in fortune, and equal in

strength.“s All further evidence must be gathered by inference.,

In relating the opening incident, the Roman occupation of

Messene, Polybius says:9

The Mamertines, partly by menace and partly by stratagem, dis-
lodged the Carthaginian commander, who was already established
in the eitedel, and then invited Appius to enter, placing the
city in his hands. The Carthaginians erucified their general,
thinking him guilty of a lack both of judgment and of courage in
abandoning the citadel, -

Another commander, Hannibal (not the Great), later suffered
the same fate: "Not long afterwards he was blockaded in one of
the harbors of Sardinia by the Romans and after losing many of
his ships was summarily arrested by the surviving Carthaginians
and crucified.“lo

This was, as is evident, the custiomary way of dealing with
unsuccessful generals at Carthage. Since they were responsible
to the Board of 100 Judges, the punishment, no doubt, was meted
out by this group. They were traditionally cruel, though probably
not so blindly severe as Valerius Maximus pictures them, After
speaking of the rigor of Roman discipline, he says:ll

Leniter hoc, patres conscripti, si Carthaginiensium senatus
in militiae negotiis procurandis violentiam intueri velimus; a
quo duces bella pravo consilio gerentes, etiamsi prospera for-
tuna subsequuta esset, cruci tamen suffigebantur; quod bene

gesserant deorum immortalium adjutorio, qued male commiserant,
ipsorum culpae imputantes.,
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In general, the practice shows the power of the order of
Judges, their interest in results above all else, and their
cruelty. .

It is likely, too, that they used this eruel power to gain
their own ends within the state. There is an instance eof this
related by Justinuslz as taking place even in the time of Aris-
totle (eirca 328 BC), while the government of Carthage was still
relatively pure and uncorrupted. A certain Hamilear Rhodanus,
nyir solertia facundiaque praeter caeteros insignis," was sent
as a spy to the court of Alexander the Great, He fulfilled his
mission with extraordinary success, yei, according to Justinus,
"Carthaginienses post mortem regis (Alexander) reversum in pat-
riam, quasi urbem regi venditasset, non ingrato tantum, verum
etiam invido et crudeli animo, necaverunt.” No doubt his success
and abilities were a threat to the ambltion of the wealihy class,
embodied in the Board of Judges, It must have been through the
exercise of their power in this manner that they eventually be-
came the real directing power of the state, usurping the rights
of the senate and controlling the magistrates through fear, as
Livy relates.l3

There is another characteristic evident in the operation of
the Carthaginian government during the first Punic war which was
much more important in effecting the final result--their short-
sighted commercial attitude., The Carthaginians were clearly led

by the blindness of avarice into mistakes which not only cost

them the r with Rom but kindled the t ' -
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volt--the domovdov méhepove-which followed it. These mistakes
were 1) the oppression of subject states, 2) the neglect of

their fleet, and 3) the treatment of their mercenary army after

the war,
The Romans gained their first real footing in Sicily not

simply because they took Messene, but because their forces were
joined and supported by the people of the island. Polybius
says: "On thelr arrival in Sieily, most of the cities revolted
from the Carthaginians and Syracusans and joined the Romans."l4

Again, when the Romans landed for the first time in Africa
the native Numldians seized the opportunity to revolt and join-
ed them against the Carthaginians: "In addition to the misfor-
tunes I have mentioned, the Numidians attacking them at the same
time as the Romans, Inflicted not less but even more damage on
the country then the latter,"l

Why should the states and peoples subject to Carthage be so
ready to revolt, to join the invader against her, if not for the
same reason that the Libyans rushed to support the mercenaries
in the bloody insurrection that followed the war? Polybius tells
us that the Carthaginians “had chiefly themselves to thank for
all these grievous mischances," and explains as follows:16

During the former war they had thought themselves reasonably
Justified in meking their government of the Libyans very harsh,
They had exacted from the peasantry, without exception, half of
their crops, and had doubled the taxation of the townsmen with-
out allowing exemption from any tax or even a partial abatement
to the poor, They had applauded and honored not those governors
who treated the people with gentleness and humanity, but those

who procured for Carthage the largest amount of supplies and
Stores and used the country people most harshly....The conse-




quence was that the male population required no incitement %o
revolt,--a mere message was sufficient--while the women, who

had constantly witnessed the arrest of their husbands and
fathers for non-payment of taxes, solemnly bound themselves by
oath in each city to conceal none of their belongings, and atrip
ing themselves of their jewels contributed them ungrudgingly to
the war fund. . ~

Thus, the revolis among subject nations may well be attribu-
ted to a harsh colonial policy, dictated by the avarieious de-
sire of the Carthaginian government to throw the financial bur-
den of the war on them rather than carrying it herself as Rome
did. ‘

Secondly, this same blind commercial outlook betrayed Car-
thage into the error that actually lost the war for her in the
naval battle near the islaend of Aegusa, otf Lilybaeum. The Ro=-
mans had been driven from the sea twice already, their fleet
shattered, "It was ylelding to the blows of Fortune that they
had retired from the sea on the first occasion; the second time
it was owing to their defeat at Drepana, but now they made the
third attempt, and through it, by gaining a victory and cuttiing
off the supplies from the sea of the Carthaginian army at Eryx,
they put an end to the whole war.*l”

Why was Carthage defeated at sea in this decisive battle? (1)
She failed to estimate correctly the spirit of her opponent and
(2) she neglected her own fleet, Polybius explains thus ;18

Their ships, being loaded, were not in a serviceable condi-
tion for battile, while the crews were quite untrained, and had
been put on board for the emergency and their marines were re-
cent levies, whose first experience of the least hardship and

danger this was. The fact is that, owing to their never having
expected the Romans %o dispute the sea with them, they hed, in
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contempt for them, neglected their own navy.

Those who governed Carthage judged the Roman spirit by their
own materialist standards; it was only "sound business sense"

40 economize by cutting down on naval ekpenditures after theA
gecond Roman failure., Their economy cost them the war,

Finally, this same attitude brought on t he mercenary revelt.
After peace was made, the mercenary iroops were shipped by their
generals in contingents to Carthage for payment and quiet demo-
bilization, The government of Carthagé, however, allowed them
to gather in the eity, hoping that when all were assembled they
might be persuaded to forego some of the wages due them, as
Polybius points out:l9 "The Carthaginians partly because, owing
to their recent outlay, they were not very well off for money,
and partly because they were convinced that the mercenaries,
would let them off part of t heir arrears of pay, once they got
them all collected in Carthage, dekadined them there on their
arrival in this hope, confining them to the city."

Among such a veteran soldiery, many of them half barbarian,
all of them confident in their prowess after years of campaigning;
few of them having any personal attachment to Carthage, the
proposed reduction of wages for services already rendered could
not but fan the spark of discontent into the roaring conflag=
ration of revolt., The devastating war that followed could have
been prevented had the Carthaginian government been willing to

pay her soldiers the wages she had promised. It was not that
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carthage lacked the wealth, though she was hard pressed and
would have had to make sacrifices, The wealth must have been
there, since later, when threatened with reveolt, the government
agreed to pay even more than the soldiers originally demanded,
and actually sent their general Gesco with money to discharge
the arrears; but the affair had gone too far; Gesco and the
money were seized end the mutiny became civil war.zo

These three gregqt disasters,- the revolt of the subject
states, the decisive naval defeat off Aegusa, and the outbreak
of the "war without truce"- are all traceable to the myopic pol=-
jcy of an avariecious commercialésm, a characteristic of the gove
ernment of Carthage which indicates clearly that at this time
she must have been dominated by the wealthy c¢lass,~ an inevitablp
consequence of the oligarchic tendencies described by Aristotle,

Finally, it should be pointed out that along with its shorti-
comings tha Carthaginian senate was also capable of genuine
courage in the face of destruction. Defeated and almost in the
hands of the Romen géheral Regulus, they sent ambassadors %o ask
for terms. Regulus deall with them in a high handed manner, pro-
posing conditions of extreme severity. In the words of Polybiug%
"The attitude of the Carthaginian senate on hearing the Roman
general's proposals was, although they had almost abandoned all
hope of safety, yet one of such manly dignity that rather than
submit to anything ignoble or unworthy of their past they were

willing to suffer anything and to face every exertion and every
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extremity."

From Polybius' account of the Firsi Punic war, then, we can
conclude that the operation of the Carthaginian government was
marked at times by eruelty, by oppression and neglect springing
from the blindness of avarice, whiech cost Carthage not only the
war, but the mercenary rebellion that followed., It must not be
supposed that the Carthaginians were incapable of acting other-
wise, as the incident of their opposition to Regulus clearly
shows; nor were their counsels always rash and their plans im-
portunate, or they would never have been a match for Rome; fur-
ther, they could produce a great leader like Hasdrubal, utterly
selfless in devotion to his country, surpassing any Roman in his
skill as a general; yet the fact is that Carthage did fail, and
her failure may be attributed to the defects mentioned, since
they undermined the structure of her government, kindling the
hatred of her alllies, arousing the hopes, and the contempt,of

Rome,

IV. During the Second Punic War

For the period of the Second Punic war, there is no need to
determine the characteristic operation of the Carthaginian gov-
ernment by inference, since both Polybius and Livy have left
enlightening generalizations on the matter, First of all, both
agree that the government of Carthage underwent a change, that
the old constitution no.longer operated in its purity, that

abuses had broken down the balance between the various depart-
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pents of the original aristocracy. Polybius specifically men-

gions this change, its nature and causes. After praising the

original constitution, he sayszzz

put at the time when they entered on the Hannibalic war, the
carthaginian constitution had degenerated, and that of Rome was
petter. For as every body or state or action has its natural
periods first of growth, then of prime, and finally of decay,
and as every thing in them is at its best when they are in their
rime, it was for this reason that the difference between the
two states manifested itself at this time., For by as much as the
power and prosperity of Carthage had been earlier than that of
Rome, by so much had Carthage already begun to decline; while
Rome was exactly at her prime, as far, at least, as her system
of government was concerned, Consequently the multitude at Car-
thage had already acquired the chief voice in deliberations;
while at Rome the senate still retained this; and hence, as in
one case the masses deliberated and in the other the most emi-
nent men, the Roman decisions on public affairs were superior,
gso that although they met with complete disaster, they were
finally, by the wisdom of their counsels, victorious over the
Carthaginians in war,

There is no doubt of the fact of the change; as to t he nature,
Polybius held that it was in the direction of democracy, that
the 0ld aristocracy had given way in the time of the Hannibalic
war to something like mob rule, Livy, on the other hand, does not
mention the fact of the change specifically; rather it is implied
in his summary of the situation immediately after the Second
Punic war, when he describes the reforms instituted by Hannibaf?

The order of Judges at that time was in control in Carthage,
principally because the same men were Jjudges for life, The prop-
erty, reputation, and 1ife of every citizen were in t heir hands.
A man who offended one of the Judges made enemies of them all,
nor was there any lack of persons to bring accusations before
hostile Judges. Under their adminstration, marked by such vio-
lence,~ for they did not use their excessive wealth in the spirig
of a free state-~ Hannibal had been elected praetor,

The reforms instituted by Hannibal cast light on the condition
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of the government during this period. These reforms were aimed
at what Hannibal, unquestionably sincere in his desire for the
good of his native city, evidenily regarded as the greatest
defects in her administration, The first reform was an attempt
to restore the balance of power:24”when he saw...that their (the
Judges') haughty spirits menaced tﬁe liberty of the lowest
classes aiso, he immediately proposed and enacted a law, that
Judges should be elected for one year each, and that no one
should be a Judge for two consecutive terms."

These two passages clearly indicate Livy's opinion as to the
oligarchic nature of the change. From both Livy and Polybius
then this much at least is clear,~ (1) that a change from the
| eriginal constitution had taken place in the Carthaginian govern-
ment, and (2) that the change was for the worse, though the
sources apparently disagree concerning its nature.

It is possible, despite the apparent contradiction of the two
accounts, that both may be right, the difference lying in the
point of view. Livy says that the Judges held supreme powef;
Polybius claims that the people prevailed. We have seen that the
dangerous tendencies noted by Aristotle were both democratic and

oligarchic.25

It is probable that in a time of siress like the
period of the Punic wars, these elements would grow, upsetting
the balance of the original constitutional form, each striving
for domination. Both Livy and Peolybius agree on the fact of the

change from the old form., They differ on the direction it took,
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Polybius, speaking of the prineiples of political evolution
jn the sixth book, says:zs“Aristocracy by its very nature degene

erates into oligarchy; and when the commons, inflamed by anger
take vengeance on this government for its unjust rule, democracy
comes into being." This may well have been the case at Carthage.
The original aristocracy would have changed to oligarchy through
the tendencles noted by Aristotle, Through the Pentarchies, offi-
cial pluralism, venallitly, and power to crush oppositién by the
abuse of their cruel prerogative, the Judges would have gathered
everything into their own hands.,

On the other hand, because of the expense involved and the
insecurity of war times, the official colonizing expeditions,-
the "safety valve" device mentioned by Aristotle for ridding
the city of troublesome excess population- were probably discon-
tinued, so that the lower classes,swelled by natural increase
and joined by numbers of rural workers who flocked to the city
for protection, must have offered an increasing threat to the
oligarchy, eventually becoming its rival for power,

The struggle between these two would explain Livy's account
of the tyrannical measures employed by the oligarchs against
individuals, They would have been drivem to such measures to
maintain their position. This opposition also explains Polybius'
remark about the increased importance of the multitude in the
affairs of state, for the oligarchs, fearing a general uprising,

Would have been forced to allow the people to decide in matters
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that coneerned them intimately, as in the case¢ or the renewal

of the Second Puniec war after the treaty with Scipio had been
broken.27

The final victory of the assembly under Hannibal, as Livy
relates, would end the struggle by breaking the power of the
Judges, and Polybius' principle would be fulfilled: “...and
when the commons, enflamed by anger, take vengeance on this gove
ernment for its unjust rule, democracy comes into being." Thus
Livy and Polybius, apparently contradicting each other, would
both be right,

In regard to a second great weakness in the operation of the
government at this time, it will help to recall that Aristotle,
noting dangerous tendencies in his own time, criticigzes the law
which made wealth as well as merit, a basis of prefermentzza“For
this law makes wealth more honored than worth, and renders the
whole state avaricious.... And it is probable that those who
purchase office will learn by degrees to make a profit out of it
when they hold office for money spent."

That Aristotle's sage prediction was borne out in fact in the
subsequent history of Carthage is proved by the testimony of
both Livy and Polyblus. In tracing the causes of Rome's final
victory in the Second Punic war, Polybius says:zg

Again, the laws and customs relating to the acquisition of
wealth are better in Rome than at Carthage., At Carthage nothing
which results in profit is regarded as disgraceful; at Rome,
nothing is considered more so than to accept bribes and seek

gain from improper channels.,... A proof of this is that at Car-
thage candidates for office practice open bribery, whereas at




pome death 1s the penalty for it.
Livy's account of the second great reform of Hannibal 1s

oof that at Carthage those who had "purchased office had learndy
t“ 050

pr
ed by degrees to make & profit out of 1

Moreover, by another act he served the publiec interest, but
aroused personal enmities against himself. The public revenues
were being partly wasted through carelessness, partly appropri-
gted as thelr booty and spoils of office by some of the promi-
nent men and magistrates, and money to pay the tribute to the
Romans each successive year was lacking, and a heavy assessment
geemed to threaten the citizens.

When Hannibal had investigated the revenues, how much was
collected as taxes on land and as duty at the ports, for what
purpose it was spent, how much the ordinary expenses of the
state required, and how much embezzlement took form the treasury,
he asserted in the assembly that the state would be rich enough,
if it collected the revenues not otherwise used and omitted the
assessment on 1lndividual citizens, to pay 1ts debt to the Romans,
and this assertion he was able to make good.

But now the men whom embezzlement from the treasury had maine
tained for many years, as i1f they were being robbed of their
property instead of being made to give up the profits of theilr
thefts, in passion and anger tried to bring upon Hannibal the
wrath of the Romans.

The abuse was evidently of long standing if there were "men
whom embezzlement from the treasury had maintained for many
years." Some estimate of "how much embezzlement took from the
treasury" may be gathered from the fact that in 191 B.C. the
Carthaginians offered to pay up in a lump sum the remainder of
the ten thousand talent indemnity imposed upon them by the Ro-
mans as one of the conditions of peace in 202 B.C.. This means
that by stopping the embezzlement of public funds through the
Hannibalic reform the government was able to save ten thousand
talents in about ten years, one-fifth of the time allowed them

by the treaty.51
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That the government of Carthage, then, had degenerated from
the orlginal well-balanced aristocratic form and that 1t was
undermined by venality,- bribery and embezzlement- both Polybius
and Livy agree. Polybius mentions several more weaknesses in the
carthaginian system, as further reasons for Rome's final vic-
tory. Among them is the utter dependence of Carthage on mercen-
ary troops,- a practice consistent with the commercial character
of the city. After speaking of the Carthaginian superiority at
sea, Polybius c:ont.inues::52

But as regards military service on land the Romans are much
more efficient, They indeed devote their whole energies to this
matter, whereas the Carthaginians entirely neglect their infante
ry, though they do pay some slight attention to their cavalry.
The reason of this is that the troops they employ are foreign
and mercenary, whereas those of the Romans are natives of the
soil and cltizens. So that in this respect also we must pro=-
nounce the political system of Rome to be superior to that of
Carthage, the Carthaginians continuing to depend for the maine-
tenance of their freedom on the courage of a mercenary force,
but the Romans on their own valor and on the ald of thelr allles)

Though the employment of mercenaries may not be a defect in
government as such, still it indicates the materialistic char-
acter of the Carthaginian state, which sought to win its wars
through wealth rather than through the moral vigor, the courage
and patriotism, of its citizens. It is this lack of moral vigor,
arising from the fallure of the Carthaginians to foster public
spirit and the manly virtues, that Polybius mentions as another
of the causes of their final defeat.55 Flaally, he attributes
Rome!'s success 1n great part to her marked superiority in mat-

ters of religion:SQI“But the quality in which the Roman common-

Wealth 1s most distinctly superior is in my opinion the nature

S
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of their religious convictions." However, the discussion of
ghese last two important points,- national ideals and religion=-
pertalns rather to the moral culture of Carthage and will be
considered 1ater.55

These passages, then, from the most rellable historians of
the Second Punic war, give sufficient testimony to the fact that
at this perlod the operation of the government at Carthage had
fallen away from the provisions of the original constitution;
that it was corrupted by wholesale bribery on the part of candi-
dates, who reimbussed themselves from the public funds after

their appointment to office; that it was characterized by the

mercenary spirit and its corresponding weakness in moral fibre.

V. During the Third Punic War

As sources of our knowledge of the Third Punic war, Livy and
Polybius are found to be of less value than the late Roman his-
torian Appian, who, in the portion of his history of Rome dedi-
cated to the Punic wars, has left us the only detailed account
of the final struggle which ended with the destruction of Car-

thage.56

Polybius' account 1s sketchy and fragmentary; Livy's
has survived only through the epitome. Appian, though late (95%4
165 A.D.), had the best sources at his disposal andd is as de-
pendable as any of the historians of his time. His account, how4
ever, affords only occasional glimpses of the working of the

Carthaginian government during this period, and we shall have

to rely upon inference, as in the case of the First Punic war,
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pather than direct testimony.

According to this method, form the accounts of Appian, Livy,
and Polybius, two main conclusions can be drawn concdrning the
government of Carthage at this perliod. The first 1s that the
original constitutional form still exlsted, and second, that
the operation of the government was rendered unstable by fac-
tional strife, particularily by the interference of the multi-
tudes. Finally, In the last critical moments, a tyranny was
established and under it the city was destroyed.

How do we know that the old constitutional form was maintain-
ed? The evidence 1s not complete; there 1s, for example, no men-
tion in the sources of the sufetes or of the judges as such.
Still, there 1is evidence to show that the senate, the Gerousis,
and the assembly were still distingulished, and that the prin-
ciple business of the state was stlll carried on through their
agency up until the establishment of the tyranny.

It was the Harthaginian senate, for example, that decided to
make terms aftér Rome had declared war. Polyblus testifies to
this:37 "After a long secret discussion in the s senate they
appointed plenlipotentiaries and sent them to Roma with instruc-
tions to do whatever they thought was in the interest of their
country under the present circumstances." And the epitome of
Livy fills in a significant detail:38 "Delectique sunt ex pri-
moribus triginta, quibuslibet conditionibus pacem impetraturi.™
From these two passages it 1is evident that the senate and the

Gerousia were still functioning, the senate as a real agency of




government, the Gerousia (delecti triginta)sgat least as a dip-
jomatic unit. This is further supported by the distinctlion ine
corporated in the Roman demand for "three hundred hostages, song|
of senators or of members of the Gerousia." %0

Then, even after the popular tumult that followed the announ-
cement of Rome's determination to raze the city, the senate stilll
retained and exercised the prerogatives of government:41

The same day the Carthaginian senate declared war and pro-
claimed freedom to the slaves. They also chose generals and se-~
lected Hasdrubal for the outside works, whom they had condemned
to death, and who had already collected 30,000 men.... Within
the walls they chose for general another Hasdrubal, the son of
a daughter of Masinissa. They also sent to the consuls asking
a truce of thirty days in order to send an embassy to Rome.

Despite the survival of the anclent constitutional form and
the recognized authority of the senate, there could have been
little internal tranquillity or stability of policy in Carthage
at this time, for the clty was racked with factional strife.
During the fifty years of comparative peace preceding the Third
Punic war, theee groups formed in the city:42

Very soon (as frequently happens in periods of prosperity)
factions arose. There was a Roman party, a democratic party,
and a party which favored Masinlssa. Each had leaders of emle
nent reputation and bravery. Hanno the Great was the leader of
the Romanizing faction; Hannibal, surnamed the Starling, was
the chief of those who favored Masinissa; and Hamilcar, sur-
named the Samnite, and Carthalo, of the democrats.

It was the rash action of the democratic factlon which act-
ually precipitated the Third Punic war. First they stirred up
trouble with Rome's Numidian ally, Masinissa:45 The latter

party, watching thelr opportunity...persuaded Carthalo...to

attack the subjects of Masinissa, who were encamped on disputed

S




torritory." The lncident made Rome determine to take up arms
once more against Carthage. A second incident which took place
g few years later brought on war with Masinissa, and gave Rome
the excuse she nesded to interfere. Again, factional distur-

pances in the city were at the basls of the trouble, and this
time, too, the democratic group was responsible:44

The democratic factlion in Carthage drove out the leaders of
the party favoring Masinlssa, to the number of about forty, and
algo carkied a vote of banlshment and made the people swear that
they should never be taken back, and that the question of taking
them back should never be discussed. The banished men took re-
fuge with Masinissa and urged him to declare war.

The Numidian king sent his sons to intercede; the sons were
shut out of the city by Carthalo, the democratic leader; one of
them was attacked on the return journey; and Masinissa opened
the war by selzing a town allied to Carthage. Thus the actlion
of the democratic group began the war which resulted in the de-
struction of the city.

There are evidences of popular violence all through the ac-
count of this period. The multitudes in the city must have been
a force to reckon with; they apparently not only interfered in
the government, but took it into thelr own hands when aroused.
We have but to consider their treatment of the state officials
after the announcement of Rome's determination to raze the city
to realize how uncontrollable the people were, and consequently
how great their influence through feér must have been upon those

45

who conducted the government after that time:

Some fell upon those senators who had advised giving the hos-
tages and tore them in pleces, considering them the ones who had
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4 them Iinto the trap. Others treated in a similar way those
1 pad favored giving up the arms. Some stoned the ambassadors

;ﬁﬁ bringing the bad news, and others dragged them through the

city-
As might be expected, this same spirit of violence broke out

jater in the assembly itself; it is surprising, however, and in-
dgicative of thelr character, to find 1t appearing at a time when
the Carthaginians were elated by success and confident of vic-

gory, rather than reduced to ﬁesperation as on the occasion just

mentioned:46

Being now armed, their deslgns grew unbounded, and they gain-
ed in confidence, courage, and resources from day to day. Has-
drubal, who commanded in the country and had twice got the bet-
ter of Manllius, was also in high spirits. Aspiring to the com=
mand in the clty, which was held by another Hasdrubagl, a nephew
of Galussa, he accused the latter of an intention to betray Car-
thage to Galussa. This accusation bseing brought forth in the
assembly, and the accused being at a loss to answer the unex-
pected charge, they fell upon him and beat him to death with the
benches.

It appears, then, from these passages that the government of
Carthage at this time was characterized by factional strife and
violent outbreaks among the populace. This does not mean, how=-
ever, that throughout the period the multitudes held uninter-
rupted supremacy. The democratic faction had involved the city
in war with Masinissa, as has been shown. But after the Cartha-
ginlan forces had been defeated and Rome intervened, the pro-
Roman faction, probably the nobles and rich merchants who de-
sired peace, must have galned the upper hand, for (1) the demo-
cratic leaders were condemmed to death,47and (2) great efforts

wWere made to conciliate Rome, involving the surrender of Three

hundred hostages and all the city's vast store of armaments . 48




However, after Rome's final demand for the destruction of the
odtys end the wild demonstration that followed, the pro-Roman
faction fell, Hasdrubal was feinstated, and the people, infur-
jated agalnst Rome, resolved to resist. The government at that
time must have passed largely into their hands, though the tra-
ditional form was retained.

In the ninth book of the Republic Plato traces the natural
jevelopement of governments through a serles of stages,- aris-
tocracy, timocracy, oligarchy, democracy, and tyranny. The
theory appears to be borne out by the history of Carthage. Con-
sidering the time of the Third Punic war as the change to the
democratic phase, during which the government of Carthage was
influenced more than ever before by the multitudes, as has been
shown, we find the theory fulfilled, the wheel turned full cycle,
with the establishment of the tyranny of Hasdrubal shortly beforq
the final seige and destruction. Hls rise to power can be traced
through the passages already quoted from Appian. He led the Car-
thaginian forces in the democratic-instigated war against Masi-
nissa, and after being defeated, was condemned to death;49he
escaped, gathered an army, and after Carthage declared war, was
reinstated as general outside the city;SOafter defeating the
Romans twice, in a moment of popular favor he brought false char-
ges against his namesake and colleague within the city, stirred
up the people to kill him, and thus established his own supre-
macy.sl He openly assumed the role of tyrant after the capture

of Megara by Scipio:52
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when daylight came, Hasdrubal, enraged at the attack on Meg-
ara, took the Roman prisoners whom he held, brought them upon
the walls in full sight of their comrades, and tore out their
eyesse+++ He intended to make reconciliation between the Cartha-
ginians and Romans imposslible, and sought to fire them with the
conviction that thelir only sagety was in fighting; but the re-
ault was contrary to his intention. For the Carthaginians, con-
gcience-stricken by these nefarious deeds, became timid instead
of courageous, and hated Hasdrubal for depriving them even of
all hope of pardon. Thelr senate especially denounced him for
comnitting these savage and outrageous crueltles in the midst
of such great domestlic calamitles. But he actually arrested
some of the complaining senators and put them to death. Making
nimself feared in every way, he came to be more like a tyrant
than a general, for he considered himself secure only if he
were an object of terror to them, and for this reason difficult
to attack.

Hasdrubal had all the characteristlics of the Platonic tyrant,
and in their last days the Carthaginians, hemmed in on all sides
by the Romans, were reduced to utter misery by his ruthless dom-

K|
ination. Polybius describes the tyrant and his brief reign thus?
"Hasdrubal, the Carthaginian general, was an empty-headed brag-
gart and very far from being a competent statesman or general.”
This 1s followed by an account of Hasdrubal's stupid attempt to
obtain the clty's freedom by negotiating with Seciplo, even after
his horrible cruelty to the Roman prisoners, and when Carthage
was already doomed. Polyblus continues:54

When we look at his utterancew we admire the man and his
high-souled words, but when we turn to his actual begavior, we
are amazed by hls lgnobillty and cowardice. For, to begin with,
when the rest of the citizens were utterly perishing from fam-
ine, he gave drinking parties and offered his guests sumptuous
Second courses and by his own good cheer exposed the general
distress. For the number of deaths was incredibly large and so
Was the number of daily desertions due to famine. And next by
making mock of some and inflicting outrage and death on others
he terrorized the populace and maintained his authority in his

Sorely strliken country by means to which a tyrant in a prosper-
ous city would scarcely resort.

o
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guch was the state of the government of Carthage at her de-
;truction, the o0ld constitution suspended, all power gathered
" 4nto the hand of the tyrant. Faotional strife had led to popu-
lar in
up and encouraged their champion; with their help he had clear-

terference and mob violence; the multitudes had raised

ed away his rivals; and finally, takling over the government him-

gelf, became the oppressor of those who had brought him to »

pO'QI' .

VI. Conclusion

Our purpose is to determine as best we can from the original

sources the character of the Carthaginians,- their civilization
and culture-~ at the time of the Punic wars. How has the dis-
cussion just concluded furthered this purpose? What light does
the material presented cast upon the Carthaginain character?
We have shown Carthage in her civil aspect,- her basic system
of government and the operation of that govéernment during the
Punic wars. What conclusions can we draw now in regard to the
c¢ivil character of Carthage?

The first is that the ancients agree in praising the orig-
inal constitution of Carthage as being well contrived, showing
extraordinary political wtsdom, as evidenced by the statements
of Aristotle and Polybius. The best proof of its excellence is
that this constitution was never overthrown,'but remained, at
least nominally, in force until the fall of the city.

Then, what of the operation of the Carthaginian government

under this constitution? We have seen that even in théitime of

A ——
.
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Aristotle certain defects began to appear; that these are con-
¢irmed by the inferences drawn from Polybius' account of the
First Punic war; that both Livy and Polybius bear witness to
the growth of these defects, and of others, during the second
war; and that Appian widens the breach between the law and its
proper operation by giving evidence of factional strife and
popular interference 1n government, ending in tyranny and a sus-
pension of the law at the end of the Third Punlc war. Thus,
while the law ltself was excellent, its effective operation was
inhibited by defects and abuses springing from the national
character. Carthage was like a man dominated and torn by unruly
passions, knowing the right course of action, yet too weak mor-
ally to carry it out.

What were these defects and abuses? They may be roughly clas-
sified as: (1) Venality, springing from the commercial character
of her civilization, meking wlZealth the object of national de-
gire, undermining the government by bribery and embezzlement,
transforming the orlginal well balanced constitution into oll-
garchy, dictating short-sighted and avaricious policles, such
as the false economy on naval upkeep, and the attempt to deprive
the army of its promised wages at the end of the First Punic war
(2) A certain heartlessness and cruelty accompanied the spirit
of venality at Carthage, as manifested in the treatment of her
generals, her subject states, her public servants. (3) Factious-~
ness in intermal affairs may also be related to the venal char-

acter of Carthaginian civilization, for with wealth exalted by
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ghe constitution 1tself?5v1rtue and honor lost their supremacy
gnd the nation was deprived of the strongest moral bond. Jeal-
ousy and strife arose between classes and disturbed the oper-
etion of government, apparently growing in intensity until the
final tyranny suprressed all freedom. Justinus bears evidence

go this tralt when he characterizes Carthage thus:56”00ndita est
urbs haec LXXXII annis antequam Roma; culus virtus sicut bello
clara fult, lta doml status variis discordiarum casibus agitatus
est." (4) Pinally, expediency, rather than principle, was the
Carthaginian standard of policy in thelr external relations with
other peoples. Illustrations are frequent,- the violation of the
first treaty with Sciplo toward the end of the first war, thelr
treatment of allies during the second, and of their troops at
its end, and the 1initial action against Massinlssa leading up

to the third. It was this lack of principle that gained Carthage
her reputation for faithlessness, so that "Punica fides" became
& synonym for treachery.

These were, in general, the defects which appeared in the
operation of the government at Carthage; they were weaknesses
that undermined her own civilization and kindled the hatred of
Rome. But it would be foolish to suppose that Carthage did not
have extraordinary talents as well; otherwise she could never
have established herself as mistress of the seas, nor have re-
sisted Rome as she did. The Romans themselves were not the last

to recognize this; Appian tells of the wild rejoicings of the

People of Rome at the fall of Carthage, for "they knew no other
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war which had so terrified them at their own gates as the Punic
wars, Which ever brought perlil to them by reason of the persev-
erance, high spirit, and courage, as well as the bad faith, of

those enemies."57

And Cicero, in a fragment from the De Repub-
1ica, says:sB“Nor could Carthage have prospered so greatly for
about six hundred years without good counsel and striet training
(Sine consilliis et disciplina).”

The strong qualities of the national character of Carthage,
so far as we have seen, are mainly:

(1) A remarkable cleverness, shrewdness, the kind of wisdom
that brings preeminence in commerce, but is distingulshed from
wisdom in the fullest sense by a lack of comprehensiveness‘and
absolute standards. The limitations have been‘shown in several
instances,~ the neglect of the fleet and the treatment of allies
and mercenarles, for example. The wisdom of Carthage was that of
a man of affairs, the wisdom of expedlency, of clever devices
and practical measures; yet it was capable of producing the con-
stitution so admired by Aristotle; it succeeded in establishing
a commercial empire never before equalled; it kept the state
intact through centuriles, in spite of turbulent elements within
and the assaults of powerful enemies from without.

(2) Courage was the s econd strong element in the Carthaginian
character, a courage which, fpom the ancient sources, seems born
of recklessness or desperation, rather than high resolve and
noble principle. It i1s the unpredicteble courage that provoked

the raids on Masinissa, then, as rapidly as it had risen, gave
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way to the point of surrendering arms and hostages, and as sud-

denly flaring up again when all seemed lost, shut the gates in

the face of the conqueror, resisting with a frenzy and a power

that left the Romans stunned and lncredulous even after they had
59

triumphed:

They were so exclited over this victory that they could hardly
pelieve 1t, and they asked each other over and over again whe-
ther it was really true that Carthage was destroyed. And so they
conversed the whole night, telling how the arms of the Carthag-
inians had been taken away from them, and how at once, contrary
to expectation, they supplied themselves with others; how they
lost their ships and bullt a great fleet out of old material;
how the mouth of their harbor was closed, yet they managed to
open another in a few days.

Brilliant courage it was, but fickle, and ultimately ineffec-
tive agalnst the solld, dogged determination of Romse.

Nations, like men, are rarely preeminently good or utterly
depraved, and character must be judged on broad lines by con-
sidering the combination of good and bad which constitute it.

To attempt to formmlate in a sentence the character of a nation
is difficult and dangerous at the least. Yet, from such testi-
mony as we have seen, we may hazard the conclusion that the
civil character of Carthage was shrewd and powerful, but defect-
ive in the higher qualities assoclated with the best civillza-
tion,- magnanimity, humaneness, unity of spirit and integrity

of principle.
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% History of Rome, Vol. I, p. 548.
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11 pe pictis Factisque Memora bilibus, I,7.

12 op, cit., XXI,6.

13 XXXI1I1,46; vd. supra, Chapter I, section VII and note 44,
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25 XXXIII,46:

Indicum ordo Carthagine ea tempestate dominabatur, eo maxime
uod iidem perpetui iudices erant., Res fama vitaque omnium in
jllorum potestate erat. Qui unum eius ordinis offendisset, ommes
adversos habebal, nec accusator apud infensos iudices deerat.
Horum in tam impotenti regno - negue enim civiliter nitmiis opibus
atebantur- praetor factus,,..

24 1bid.:

Et ut...animadvertit et infimorum quoque liberiati gravem essq
guperbiam eorum, legem extemplo promulgavit pertulitque, ut in
gingulos annos iudices legerentur, neu quis biennium continuum
judex esset,

30 Ibido:

Adiecit et aliud, quo bono publice sibi proprias simultates
irritavit, Vectigalia publica partim neglegentia dilabebantur
partim praedae ac divisul et principum quibusdam et magistratibus|
erant, et pecunia guae in stipendium Romanis suo quoque anno
penderetur, deerat, tributumque grave privatis imminere videbatun

(27) Hennibal postquam vectigalia quanta terrestiria meritime
que essent el in quas res erogarentur animadvertit, et quid eoruﬂ
ordinarii rei publiease usus consumerent, gquantum peculatus aver-
teret, omnibus residuis pecuniis exaciis, tribute privatis
remisso satis locupletem rem publicam fore ad vectigal praestan=-
dum Romanis pronuntiavit in contione et praestitit promissum.

Tum vero 1i, quos paverat per aliquot annos publicus peculatud
velut bonis ereptis, non furtorum manubiis extortis infensi et
irati Romanos in Hannibalem, et ipsos causam odii quaerentes,
instigabant,

3l The condition imposed by the treaty of 202 B.C, was: "Deceé
millia talentium argenti descripte pensionibus aequis in annos
quinquaginta solverent"(Livy,XXX,37). In 191 they offered to pay
at once the remaining installments: "Carthaginienses...polliciti
ses8886...8tipendium, quod pluribus pensionibus in multos annos
deberent, praesens omne ducturos"(Livy,XXXVI,4).

5 5 ¢f. Chapter IV below.

56 Horace White, in the Introduction to the Loeb edition of
Appian's Roman History, p. xi.

38 xLIx,7.
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39 Vd. supra, Chepter I, section III.
56 op, cit., XVIII,9.

58 I, fragment 3:
Nec tantum Karthago habuisset opum sescentos fere annos
gine consiliis et diseiplina, (Monius, p.526. 5.)
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CHAPTER III
MATERIAL CULTURE

I. Introduction

Civilization, as we have described it in the opéning chap-
ter, concerns the "reign of social law,"- the government of Car=
thage, its form and operation; all the other elements which went
to make Carthage what she was may be grouped under the general
term "cultureﬁ, divided into material, intellectual, and moral
culture. In the state as it exlsts there is, of course, a mutual
dependence between civilization and culture. A people must pos-
sess a certain minimum of material, intellectual, and moral cul-
ture before they can establish the "reign of social law," before
they can form a civilization at all. But granted that the state
be actually established, 1ts subsequent history will be shaped

by the mutual interplay of civil and cultural influences, one

affecting the other. Thus cultural changes will show themselves
in the government, and likewise the vicissitudes of government
will react In the sphere of material, intellectual, and moral
culture. Whatever we know of one, therefore, must cast light
upon the other, helping us to trace the development and charac-
ter of the social organism of which they are the elements.

In the first part we have attempted to reconstruct the pic-

ture of Carthaginian civilization,- the law and its operation-

et the time of the Punic wars particulaerily. It remains to cloth1
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ghese dry bones with the flesh of culture by describing, as well
as wecan from the limited information of the ancient sources,
the material, intellectual, and moral deveiopment of Carthage
with speclal reference to this period. In the process it is to
pe hoped that light may be cast upon doubtful periods of civil
development by the study of the cultural aspect, that inferences
and conclusions in one sphere may be tested by knowledge which
the other supplies, that the civil and cultural aspects may com-
pine to form an integrated view of the nature of Carthage at the

time of the Punic wars.

II. Description of the City

Carthage was the richest city of the ancient world. Yet, when
we try to picture how she must have appeared in the days of her
prosperity our sources leave much to be desired. They are far
too meager to permit our tracing the external growth of the dity
and at best afford but a rough sketch in broad outlines. Yet in
this sketch, rough though it is, we catch a glimpse of power and
splendor which recalls that she was once queen of the Mediter-
ranean and head of a vast commercial empire.

Perhaps our most familiar impression of the structure of Car-
thage, and only one purporting to represent the city as it ap-
_peared 1n the earliest perlod, 1s Virgil's imaginative concep-
tion in the first book of the Aeneld:t

Aeneas marvels at the massive bulldings, mere huts once; mar-

vels at the gates, the din, and paved high roads. Eagerly the
Tyrians press on, some to build walls, to rear the citadel, and
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roll up stones by hand; some to choose the site for a dwelling
and enclose it with a furrow. Here some are digging harbors,
nere others lay the deep foundations of their theatre and hew
out of the cliff vast columns, lofty adornments for the stage....

Amld the clty was a grove luxurlant in shade.... Here Sidon-
jan Dido was founding to Juno a mighty temple, rich in gifts and
the presence of the goddess. Brazen was 1ts threshold, uprising
on steps; bronze plates were its lintel beams, on doors of
pronze creaked the hinges.... While beneath the mighty temple...
he scans each object, whlle he marvels at the city's fortuns,
the handicraft of the several artists and the work of thelr toll,
he sees 1n due order the battles of Ilium, the warfare now known
by feme throughout the world.

Granted the poetic nature of Virgil's description, though we
may not accept the details as historically accurate, still the
general impression of massive structure and vast material re-
gources 1s borne out by Strabo and Appian 1in their more prosaic
accounts of the city at a later time. Strabo 1s brief, sketching
only the predominant features of the city:2

Carthage 1s situated on a kind of peninsula, which comprises
& circuit of three hundred and sixty stadia, and this circult
has a wall; and sixty stadia of the length of this circuit
occupy the neck itself, extending from sea to sea.... Near the
middle of the city was the acropolls, which they called Byrsa;
it was a fairly steep height and inhabited on all sides, and at
the top 1t had a temple of Ascleplus.... Below the acropolis lis
the harbors, as also Cothon, a circular isle surrounded by a
stralt, which latter has ship houses 8ll round on either side.

Applant's description of the city is very much longer, filling
in some details of these general features mentioned by Strabo,
though the two fail to agree in matters of direction and dis-
tance. The combined accounts, however, afford a picture of Car-
thage sufficient at least for our purpose, i.e. to indicate a

highly developed material culture, manifested in the ingenuity

of her harbors and fortifications, the power of her resources,

and their efficlent organization for militéry purposes, the
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existence of well constructed temples and an agora, of multi-
gtoried dwellings, and monumental public works like the giant

gtalrway ascending the height of Byrsa. Applan's longest de-

seriptive passage 1s as follows:5

The city lay in a recess of a great gulf and was in the form
of & peninsula. It was separated from the mainland by an 1s-
thmus about three miles 1n wldth. From this isthmus a narrow
and longish tongue of land, about 300 feet wide, extended to-
wards the west between a lake and the sea. (On the sea side)
where the clty faced a precipice, it was protected by a single
wall. Towards the south and the mainland, and where the city
of Byrsa stood on the isthmus, there was a triple wall. The
height of each wall was forty five feet, not taking account of
the parapets and the towers, which were placed all round at in-
tervals of 200 feet, each having four stories, while their depth
was thirgy feet. Each wall was divided into two stories. In the
lower space there were stables for 300 elephants, and along side
were receptacles for thelr food. Above were stables for 4000
horses and places for thelir fodder and grain. There were bar-
racks also for soldiers, 20,000 foot and 4000 horse. Such prep-
aration for war was arranged and provided for in thelr walls
alone. The angle which ran around from this wall to the harbor
along the tidngue of land mentioned above was the only weak and
low spot in the fortifications, having been neglected from the
beginning.

The harbors had communication with each other, and a common
antrance from the sea seventy feet wide, which could be closed
with iron chalns. The first port was for merchant vessels, and
here were collected all kinds of ships tackle. Within the se-
cond port was an i1sland, and great quays were set at intervals
round both the harbor and the l1sland. These embankments were
full of shipyards which had capaclty for 220 vessels. In addi-
tion to them were magazines for thelir tackle and furniture. Two
Ionic columns stood in front of each dock, giving the appear-
ance of a continuous portico to both the harbor and the island.
On the island was bullt the admiral'!s house, from which the
trumpeter gave signals, the herald delivered orders, and the
admiral himself overlooked everything. The 1sland lay near the
entrance to the harbor and rose to a considerable height, so
that the admiral could observe what was going on at sea, while
those who were approaching by water could not get any clear
view of what took place within. Not even incoming merchants
could see the docks at once, for a double wall enclosed them,
and there were gat es by which merchant ships could pass from
the first port to the city without traversing the dockyards.
Such was the appearance of Carthage at that time.
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Later in his account, Appian mentions the first harbor, open
to merchant vessels, as "thag part of Cothon which is in the

rorm of a quadrangle,” and the second, containing the military

dockyards, as "the other part of Cothon which was in ths form

wd ngg regularity of shape leaves 1little doubt

of a circls.
that these harbors were dredged out by the Carthaginians them-
selves,- a public work worthy of their Phoenician ancestors-

and lends historical support to at least one of Virglil's de-
tails, viz. "here some are digging harbors."5

The harbor district lay in the north west portion of the
city. From Applan's account of Sciplo's attack upon this dis-
trict we learn that the forum was located near by:6 "The wall
around Cothon being taken, Scipio seized the neighboring forum
and...passed the night there under arms."

Either facing the forum, or close by, was the temple of
Apollo, which must have been of extraordinary splendor if it
corresponded to the statue housed within:r7 "At daylight he
brought in 4000 fresh troops. They entered the temple of Apollo,
whose statue was there, covered with gold, in a shrine of beaten
gold, weighing 1000 talents."

Not far from the forum and the temple of Apollo, and like
them on the north, the sea side, of Carthage, arose the acro-
pollis already mentioned by Strabo, the focal point of the city,
the stronghold known as Byrsa, surmounted by the temple of As-
clepius. The district surrounding the height was thickly popu=-

lated, for:8 "There were three streets ascending from the forum
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to this fortress, along which, on elther side, were houses
puilt closely together and six stories high."

The temple itself was "much the richest and most renowned
of all in the citadel," and "in time of peace was reached by
an ascent of sixty steps."9 The first statement implies that
there were other temples in the citadel, less renowned than
that of Asclepius. It is not certain to whom they were dedi-
cated; perhaps to the goddess Tanit, whose worship superceded
that of Asclepius on the height of Byréa when Carthage was re-
stored under the Romans.

It is likely that the senate chamber so often mentioned in
connectlion with the government was located here as well. There
were public baths too, which must have been situated near Byrsa
in the heart‘of the city,- one for the privileged classes and
another for the commons, as Valerius Maximus tells us in cas-
tigating the Carthaginian and Campanian senators for snobbery%l
"Insolentiae vero inter Carthaginiensem et Campanum senatum
quasi aemulatio fult; 1lle enim separato a plebe balneo lava-
batur; hic diverso foro utebatur."

In these scattered accounts, them, the bulk of Carthage
looms up before the mind's eye, its main features just distin-
gulshable, as though seen through a mist,- the massive battle-
ments rising on three sides from the sea and tripling to face
invaders from the mainland; the efficient land-locked harbors,

cut with geometrical precision; the forum and the temple of

Apollo, whence three roads lead through close packed dwellings
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to ascend the mount of Byrsa; and finally the height itself,

consecrated to government and the cult of Carthage's gods, and
crowned with the collonades of temples.

There is little direct mention of esthetlc detall in the
anclent descriptions of Carthage. Howsever, the\public bulldings
of the wealthiest city of her times must have been splendldly
adorned with the richest materials, materials which the sur-
rounding country produced in such abundance that they became
traditionally connected with its name. There was the famed Nu-

midian marble, mentioned by Horacel2

as "columnas ultima reclsas
Africa," and by Juvenallsas "longis Numidaruﬁ fulta columnis", -
the symbol of extravagent and elegant construction. We have
seen how gold was lavlished upon the shrine of Apollo in the
temple near the forum; how much more common would silver have
been in & city that had for centurles exploited the rich mines
of Spain? Pliny remarks that the precious c¢ltron wood was found

on Mt. Atlas, west of Carthage,l4

and that 1lvory, so prized at
Rome, was abundant enough 1in Africa to be used by the natives
for door frames and even fence posts.15 All these preclous ma-
terials must have added splendor to Carthaginian construction.
Vague and spegulative as these concluslons may be, there is
one detail of which we are certain in regard to the ornamen-
tation of Carthage. We know that the city was adorned with the
finewt artistic productions of the Greek colonies in Sicily, -

Silenus, Himera, Agrigentum, Gela. The only period we can de-

finitely determine as marking a step forward in the artistic
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development of Carthage 1s the last ten years of the fifth cen-
tury, during which first Hannibal, then Hamilcar, sacked these
Greek cities and sent their art treasures across the sea to
adorn the city. After Hannibal had taken Silenus and Himera in
the expedition of 410 B.C. he returned home in triumph, burden-
ed with spolls, as Diodorus Siculus relates:ls“When he sailed
back to Carthgge, laden with a vast quantity of booty, the en-
tire population turned out to receive him with honor."

But the second expedition fo that period, landing in Sicily
about 406 B.C., acquired for Carthage her greatest treasures.
Diodorus estimates the richness of the spolls taken from Agri-
gentum as follows:l? |

Hamilcar, by systematically stripping both shrines and pri-
vate dwellings, amassed spoils of such value as the city could
be expected to possess, numbering as it did 20,000 inhabitants,
having never yet been plundered from the time of its foundation|
being the richest of almost all the Greek citles of that period
and one whose cltizens spared no expense in indulging their
fondness for the beautiful in every type of art and construc-
tion. Palntings executed with consummate skill were found in
great numbers, and innumerable examples of every type of sculpe
ture, products of the finest workmanship. He sent the most pre-
cious of these to Carthage, among them the famous "Bull of Pha-
laris."

1

And again he writes:

The Carthaginians, after taking the city, shipped votive
offerings from the temples, statues, everything of great value,
back to Carthage.

Finally, after the fall of Gela, Hamilcar followed the same

19
Procedure: "From the temples, that is, from as many as he did
not think fit to destroy by fire, he stripped the carvings and

¥hatever was of superior workmaenship."
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During this period, then, the finest productions of the Si-
cilian Greek artists were brought to Carthage and set up to
adorn the city,~- statues, paintings, carvings, decorative work
of all kinds. The golden statue of Apollo mentloned above was
probably acquired at this time; we know definitely that another,
of giant proportions add cast in bronze, was seized when Gela
fell and sent to Tyre:zo"The people of Gela had a statue of
Apollo outside the city,‘made of bronze and exceptionally largej
gselzing this the Carthaginians sent it to Tyre."

The Carthaginians seem to have kept many of these treasures
intact through all the vicissitudes of their history, since
Plutarch testifies that Scipio, entering Carthage after the
final struggle, "found the city full of Greek statues and vo-
tive offerings, which had come from Sicily.“21 Thereupon, &s
Applan recounts,zzscipio "sent word to Siciiy that whatever
temple gifts they could 1dentify as taken from them by the Car-
thaginians in former wars they could come and take away."

Thus, through the last centuries of their history at least,
the Carthaginians could boast of artistic excellence in the
adornment of their city, though as far as we can determine from
the sources, it seems to have been borrowed, due to Greek,

rather than Punic, genius.

III. Resources of the City

The resources of Carthage corresponded to the grandeur of

her external structure. Appian's description already conveys

- L_8Some conception of the military resources contained in the
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pot & sword, nor a sufficient number of fighting men at home,
paving lost 50,000 a short time ago." Yet under the stress of
geige, and with the courage of despair, the Carthaginians manu-
gactured arms and shlps at the rate indicated by Strabo, and
peld out against overwhelming odds for three years.

Where dld they procure the materials? Some of 1%, as Strabo
says above, had been storec away in readiness for Jjust such an
occasion. Zonaras suggests other sources:26 "They melted down
the statues for the sake of the bronze in them and took the
woodwork of buildings, private and public alike; for the tri-
remes and the engines." During the final seige Carthage was
practically cut off from all outside supply, so that it was
meinly upon the resources of just the city itself that she had
to rely; it 1s evident, then, why her protracted resistance was
a source of wonder and admiration to the ancients.

These detalls from the sources, finally, though sketchy and
none too well connected, still afford a glimpse of the general
lay-out, the magnitude and richness of construction, the power-
ful material resources of Carthage,- enough at least to indi-

cate that this aspect of her culture was highly developed.

IV. The Environs

The countryslide about Carthage must have been exceedingly
fertlle, well stocked, and well cultivated, from the glimpses
We catch in a few of the ancient authorities. In fact, were it

hot, Carthage could neither have supported her population and
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per armies, nor supplled grain to other parts of the anclent
gorld through trade. Even a large portion of the territory en-
closed within the walls of Carthage was under cultivation. This
was the suburb known as Megara, which stretched out from the
Byrsa on the side opposite the harbors to the wall that cut

gcross the neck of the peminsula. Applan mentlions it a s the

district of homes and gardens where Scipio gained his first foot-

nold within the walls:27

That part of Carthage called Megara...was a very large suburb
adjacent to the clty wall.... Megara was planted with gardens
and was full of fruit bearing trees divided off by low walls and
hedges of brambles and thorns, besides deep ditches full of
water running in every direction.

This description, such as it is, is the only one we have of
Megara; it is enough, however, to indicate that the Carthagin-
iens were experts in cultivation and irrigation.

A plcture of the countryside beyond the walls, much more de-
tailed and impressive, has been preserved by Diodorus, who tells
how Agathocles ralsed the spirits of his men with the sight of

its opulence, promising that they should share it when Carthage

fo11:°8

The intervening countryside through which they had to travel
was cultivated as gardens and every type of plantation, the
vhole intersected by & well developed system of irrigation
through which it was plentifully watered. Landed estates border-
ed one another in succession, adorned w ith mansions of splendid
architecture,~ en indication of the wealth of the owners. The
estates were fitted out with every posslble facility for enjoy-
ment, collected by the inhabitants as the frult of a long peace.
The plains were partly covered with the vine, partly with the
olive, and planted with all the other trees that bear frult. In
another part herds of cattle and flocks of sheep were grazing,
8nd in the neighboring fens great numbers of war horses. In brief]
all possible prosperity was manifest on those plains where the

————
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post eminent citizens of Carthage owned property and used their
gealth for the pleasure of indulging their elegant taste. Con-
gequently the Slcilians were much impressed with the beauty and
prosperity of the countryside.

It 1s not probable, of course, that the Carthaginian country-
side presented so prosperous an: appearance throughout the entire
pistory of the city. Agathocles, as the text indicates, entered
1t after the period of prolonged peace from 337 to 310 B.C., durd
ing which the fortune of the merchant city would have risen to
uncommon heights. Still, this condition of wealth and frultfule
ness must have prevailed at the time of the First Punic war at
least, since that too came at the end of a long term of peace.
After the Mercenary war, however, which followed the first con-
flict with Rome, and after the depredations of Massinissa followd
ing the second, it is not likely that the same happy condition
continued. The merchant princes of Carthage would have been wil-
ling to expose neither their lives nor thelr wealth on country
estates situated at some distance from the city walls. Moreover,
the loss of power and prestige, with the corresponding loss of
personal income, suffered by the wealthy class through the rise
of the democratic elements during the last period of Carthagin-
lan history would have diécouraged the continued maintainance of
expensive establishments such as Diodorus describes. However,
though the land may have changed ownership in later times, it
need not be supposed that it thereby became less frulitful or
less valuable to Carthage as her source of supply.

We have seen how the wealthy bullt themselves magnificent
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pansions on their great landed estates; but what of the dwel-
1ings of the common folk, the rural workers and small farmers?
For though the estates of the nobles were undoubtedly worked by
glave labor, there were apparently many independent rural com-
munities, froups of free farmers, in the vieinity of Carthage.
piodorus mentions that Agathocles, in subduilng the territory
about Carthage, "brought more than 200 towns in all under his
dominion."29 These towns were probably not much more than clus-
ters of the rude structures lmown as "mapalia" or "megalia"
which Virgil speaks of as originally occupying the site of Car-
thagezso "Miratur molem Aeneas, megalia quondam." Sallust de-
seribes them thus:51 "It is an interesting fact that even to the
present day the dwellings of the rustic Numldians, which they
call 'mapalia', are oblong and have roofs with curved sides,
1ike the hulls of ships."

A group of these poor dwellings formed into a small village
would offer the advantages of comparionship and mutual protec-
tion to the familles of rural workers who went out from them
each day to the neighboring flelds, and whose lot would thﬁs be
in sharp contrast to that of the gentlemen-farmers of Carthage
with their luxurious estates,- a clrcumstance which helps to
explain why foreign invaders found them wllling allies agalnst
the Carthaginiens.

In these few brief passages from the sources, then, we catch

sight of the richness of the cultivated land in and about Car-

thage,- well stocked with fruit trees of all descriptions, the
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vine, and the olive; fenced, hedged, and intereected by irriga-
gion canals; the flelds beyond the walls alive with grazing
flocks and herds; the sumptuous mansions of the wealthy adorning
juxurious estates and giving way to scattered hamlets of rustic
puts as the distance from the city increased. It is enough to
jndicate that the cultivation of rural resources corresponded to

the highly developed materlal culture within the city.

V. The People

Who were the people that composed this center of civilization
and inhabited the country around 1t? Dlodorus divides them rough-
1y into four classes:32

Africa at that time was divided among four peoples: the Phoe-
nicians, who dwelt in Carthage; the Liby-Phoenicians who occu-
pled many coastal towns and intermarried with the Carthaginians,
being so named because of this relationship to them; the greater
part of the common people, the original inhabltants, known as
Libyans, who burned with a heaspty hatred for the Carthaginians
because of the harshness of their rule; and finally the Numid-
ians, who occupied a large portion of Libya, extending to the
edges of the desert.

From the fact that so sharp a distinction was possible between
the raclal groups dwelling in and about Carthage we may infer
that the Carthaginians, unlike the Romesns, for example, maintainj
ed a policy of exclusiveness in regard to the native subject pop-
ulation, treating them as inferiors to be exploited, rather than
Insuring their loyalty by incorporating them into the state or
entering into compact with them as respectable allies. The hos-
tile attitude of the Libyans supports this conclusion; we shall

8¢e more of 1t later ln regard to the attitude of the Carthaging
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jan subject nations to the mother city.

Wwe might ask then: What did the Carthaginians look 1like? Thely
;ppearance is important for two reasons. First, and obvioualy;
pnational characteristics are indicated by dress, and second, the
pepresentation of the average Carthaginian in the imagination of
other peoples, like the Greeks and Romans, is significant in held
ping to explain thelr attitude toward Carthage. Imagination shap+
os attitudes and gives impulse to action. Though descriptions
gathered from Latin and Greek sources may not be entirely accu-
rate in regard to the first reason, they are nevertheless impor-
tant in regard to the second.

To the stern Roman the dresxz of the Carthaginians must have
suggested ostentation and luxuriousness, since they seem to have
made ample use of the rich materials supplied through world tradq
to adorn their persons in lavish Eastern fashion, First, the rich
purple dye of the murex, so prized by the ancient world, was de-
veloped by the Tyrlians and became connected with their name, so
that Horace could speak of "muriecibus Tyriis iteratae vellera

nd

lanae, Tyre sould have been an easy source of the precious

stuff for Carthage, but she had another even closer at hand in

the 1sland of Meninx and a portion of the African Coast, as Plin
points out::s4 "In Asia the best purple is that of Tyre, in AfricJ
that of Meninx and the parts of Gaetulia that border on the
ocean." And Horace mentions "te bis Afro murice tinctae.”>° With

Such ready sources of supply, then, the purple must have been a
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common article of Carthaginian trade, snd even more common in
their own vesture. Thus Polybius presents Hasdrubal,- the tyrant
of Carthage 1n her last days - as coming forth to parry with
golosses, king of the Numidians, "in a complete suit of armour,
over which was fastened a cloak of sea purple."36 And again, on
a second meeting, he refers to the display contomptuously:37
#The Carthaginian again advanced slowly to meet him in great
state, wearing his full armour and purple robe, leaving the ty-
rants of tragedy much to seek."

Appian describes a clown who appeared in the triumphal proe
session of the elder Sciplo, evidently dressed to represent a
carthaginian, "wearing a purple cloak reaching to the feet and
golden bracelets and necklace."8

Jewelry of this type was another item which must have formed
a part of the Carthaginian costume, at least that of the wealth~
ier classes. Gold, silver, and ivory, as we have seen, were com-
mon enough. Moreover, the Carthaginians would have been well sup-
plied with glass beads and trinkets by their Phoeniclan kinsmen,
wvho, according to Pliny,39 had discovered the process for making
glass, for which, as Strabo mentions, Tyre furnished the sand
and Sidon the workmanship:40 "Between Ac® and Tyre 1s a sandy
beach which produces the sand used in making glass. Now the aand*
it 1s said, is not fused here, but is carried to Sidon and there

melted and cast.'i

Not only glass beads, however, but genuine precious stones,
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gust have been plentiful in this center of world trade;j; one type
of ruby, or carbuncle, for example, was called "Carthaginian®
pecause of its abundance there, as Pliny says:4l "Horum [carbune
culorunﬂ genera, Indici et Garamanticl, quos et Charcedonios vo-
cant, propter opulentiam Carthaginis Magnae."

That the men of Carthage were accustomed to deck themselves
with jewelry may be gathered from the fact that at one time thg
government encouraged military service by offering the citizens
g decoration of this sort as a public distinction, as Aristotle
points out:42 "Indeed, among some peoples there are even certain
laws stimulating military valour; for instance at Carthage, we
are told, warriors receive the decoration of armulets of the
same number as the campaigns on which they have served."

The ordinary form of dress worn in time of peace was a loose
tunic, without a belt or girdle, probably highly colored. Gel=
lius ramarks:45 "Quintus Ennius also seems to have spoken not
without scorn of the 'tunic-clad men' of the Carthaginians." And
Plautus, in the Poenulus, capitalizes on this Roman scorn with
references to the dress of Hanno, a rich old Carthaginian:44

But what bird 1s that arriving here in the tunics? Was
his cloak nabbed at the baths, I wonder? (975=86)

Hey, you without a belt, ... (1008)

Who'!s the chap with the long tunics like a tavern boy?
(1298)

~‘Though the detalls are scattered and meagre, still they are

sufficient to conjure up the image of a bearded Semetic in a
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jong, loose robe of richly dyed material, glittering with gems,
glass beads or trinkets, with the deeper glint of gold or silver
at his throat and wrists and on his ivory sword hilt, scented,
perhaps, with the perfumes of the East, his whole dress suggest-
jng to the Roman ostentatious wealth and luxury, - such 1s the
jmpression of the wealthy Carthaginian merchant or noble.

What of the dress of the lower classes? The historians, of
course, are not much concerned with it, and leave us without a
clue. It was probably as much like that of the merchants and
nobles as their means would allow. One characteristic may be
noted. The fondness for jewelry seems to have been universal,
Plautus introduces Carthaginian slaves with rings in their earg?
"Well, here they are with ring-arrayed ears." And it may be re-
membered that the Mercenary War was partially financed by the
peasant women of nearby Libyan villages who "stripping themsel-
ves of thelr jewels contributed them ungrudgingly to the war
fund."%® 1n general, it is probable that the dress of the North
African peasant has not changed radically in the course of the
centuries, so that he must have appeared in the days of Cartha-

glnian glory much as he does today.

VI. The Armlies of Carthage

Carthage, true to her commercial character, preferred to pay
others to do most of her fighting, though she provided the gene-

rals and at least a nucleus of native Carthaginian soldliery. Up

to the time of the Third Punic War she depended almost entirely
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upon foreign troops for conquest and protection, recruiting them
not only along the African coast, but from every country and is-
jand on the European side of the Meditarranean.

As early as 480 B.C. the Carthaginians sent a host agalnst
gelon of Syracuse consisting, according to Herodotus, of "Phoe-
nicians, Libyans, Iberlans, Ligyes, Ellsycl, Sardinians, and
cyrnians, led by Hamilcar, son of Hanno, the king of the Cartha-
ginians."47 The Ligyes were Ligurians, the Cyrnlans Corsicans,
and the Elisyci an Iberian people.

In the next Sicilian expedition of 410, sent to relieve Eges~
ta, according to Diodorus,?® "the Carthaginians dispatched to
the Egestians 5000 Libyans and 800 Campanians,"™ while Hannibal,
their general, "throughout that summer and the following winter
collected large'mercenary forces from Spain, and enlisted a cone
siderable number of citizens; then travelling through Libya, se-
lected the best men from each village.™ The army thus collected
numbered at the lowest estimate 10Q000, as Diodorus recdunts:49
"The whole of Hannibal's army, as Ephorus records, numbered
200,000‘foot and 40,000 horse; but Timaeus claims there were no
more than 100,000.%

When the Carthaginians decided on a second expedition four
Years later an even more extensive enlistment was made; thus
Dlodorus says:so

They [the generals] sent out certain eminent Carthaginians
¥lith vast sums of money to Spain and to the Balearic Islands,
With orders to enlist as many mercenaries as possible, while

they themselves went through Libya, enrolling Libyan and Phoe~
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¢cian troops, including the best of thelr fellow citizens. They
gummoned Moors and Numidians from the kings and tribes allied to
them, and even some from the territory around Cyrene. Then they
pired Campanians, whom they transported from Italy to Africa.

ni

It was this army that took Agrigentum and brought the trea-
gures of Sicily to Carthage.

ILater in thelr history, however, the Carthaginians dld mors
of the fighting themselves. Thus in 383 B.C. they raised a body
of troops from thelr own number. Carthaginians enrolled in for-
-mer campalgns were for the most part officers; now they were
called upon to serve in the ranks. "Prudently foreseeing a pro-
longed struggle, they enlisted as soldiers those citizens who
were suitable."Sl Yet these citizen troops were only a part of
the army, since they hired great numbers in addition:52 "And
gathering a great sum of money, they hired large forces of mer-
cenaries."

In the war with Timoleon some forty years later, an estimated
10,000 native Carthaginlans appeared in an army of 70,000, as
Plutarch records:93

«+«es the enemy were seen crossing, in the van their four-horse
chariots formldably arrayed for battle, and behind these ten
thousand men-at-arms with white shields. These the Corinthians
conjectured to be Carthaginians from the splendor of their armor
and the slowness and good order of their march.

Thus the citizen troops Impressed the Greeks as being well
armed and disciplined; they represented, moreover, the aristo=-

Ccracy of Carthage. Yet the action that followed ended in the

sorest defeat the city had ever suffered:54
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Tt 1s sald that among 10,000 dead bodies, 3000 were those of
carthaginians,- & great affliction for the city. For no others
were superior to these in birth or wealth or reputation, nor 1is
3t recorded that so many native Carthaginians ever perished in
a single battle before, but they used Libyans for the most part
and Iberians and Numidlans for their battles, and thus sustain-
ed defeats at the cost of other nations.

About twenty years later, when Agathocles suddenly appsared
pefore the walls of Carthage, the citizens were forced to turn
out in numbers, since there was no time for a levy of mercena-
ries from Spaln or the islands, or even the African coast., Dio~
dorus speaks of the event:95

The Carthaginian generals, seeing that there was no time for
delay, refused to wait for troops from the surrounding country
and from allied citles, but called out the citizens themselves,
not less than 40,000, including a thousand horse and two thou-
sand chariots. Hanno was in charge of the right wing, supported
by the Sacred Cohort.

This Sacred Cohort probably represented the wealth and nobl-
lity of Carthage, and acquitted itself honorably, fighting on
despite the loss of 1ts leader and the flight of the Libyans.
These latter, as has been mentioned, formed the bulk of the com-
mon people and probably of the army in this instance. Justinus
puts the total strength of this army at 30,000, a more likely
figure than the one above:96 "Obvius eis fult cum XXX milibus
Poenorum Hanno."™ This was as close to a purely citizen army as
Carthage had ever mobilized. It was defeated, however, by Aga-
thocles, and with severe losses.

By the time of the First Punic war the Carthaginians had ap-

parently reverted to theilr practice of depending almost entire-

;}Z upon mercenaries. Diodorus presents an imposing list of those
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who took part in thisw ar and in the mercenary rebellion that
followed:57 "Those who had been enlisted to fight with the Car-
thaginians were Spaniards, Gauls, Balearians, Libyans, Phoenie
cians, Ligurians, and Greek slaves of various clitles; and these
rebelled." Polybius adds®8 that "the largest portion consisted
of Libyans" and that the entire force was "more than 20,000 in
number.”
There has been much discussion among scholars about Hanni-

bal's army in the Second Punic war; it will be sufficlent here,
however, to cite the statement of Polybius on the army of Italg%

.o+ hls regiments were not only of different nationalities
but of different races, For he had with him Africans, Spanlards,
Ligurians, Celts, Phoeniclans, Itallans, and Greeks, peoples
who neither in thelr laws, customs, or language, nor in any
other respect had anything naturally in common.

As to the army in Africa, the Carthaginian array before the
battle of Zama is typical:®0

Hannibal placed in front of his whole force his elephants,
of which he had over elighty, and behind them the mercenaries
nunbering about twelve thousand. They were composed of Ligu=-
risns, Celts, Balearic Islanders, and Moors. Behind these he
placed the nstive Libyans and C,rthaginians, and last of all
the troops he had brought over ?rom Jtaly. eee¢ He secured his
wings by cavalry, placing the Numidian allies on the left and
the Carthaginian horse on the right.

Finally, in a passage which compares the relative strength of
Rome and Carthage with particular reference to the Second Punic
war, Polybius writes:61
~ As regards military service on land the Romans are much more
efficient. They indeed devote their whole energies to this mat-

ter, whereas the Carthaginians entirely neglect their infantry,
though they do pay some slight attention to their cavalry. The
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reason of this 1is that the troops they employ are foreign and
percenary, whereas those of the Romans are natives of the soill
and citizens.

After the Second Punic war Carthage's mercenary armies dis-
appear. Conquest was forbidden her; any attempt to enlist troops
would have brought sanctions from Rome. The Third Punic war was
fought by the Carthaginians themselves, with help from the sur-
rounding countryside. Their plight at the beginning of the war
has been described by Appian, who mentlons among other details?2
"Nor had they mercenaries, nor friends, nor allies, nor time to
procure any." Their chief support at first must have been the
arrty of 30,000 which the exiled Hasdrubal had collected, pro-
bably from his followers in the city and natives of the surroun-
ding territory. The ranks of the army within the walls were
swelled by fréeing the slaves:%3 "The same day the Carthaginian
senate declared war and proclaimed freedom to the slaves. They
also chose generals and selected Hasdrubal for the outside work,
whom they had condemned to death, and who had already collected
30,000 men." This army included a considerable force of cavalry,
| for we know that when the chief cavalry officer, Phameas, deser-
ted to Sciplo, he brought a large number with him:®4 "Some of
the officers went over to the enemy with their forces, to the
number of about 2,200 horse." Even during the final phase of the
war, after the capture of Megara, Hasdrubal still had an army of
50,000 within the city, for Appian tells us that "the supplies
brought by the ships Hasdrubal distributed to his 30,000 sol-

.



- 83

giers whom he had chosen to fight, neglecting the multitude."65
There was, moreover, in the country beyond, & large supporting
force of Africans under Diogenes, whose duty was to keep the
supply lines open and the natives loyal. Scipio routed this
force at Nepherls and, as Appian says,66 "Galussa pursued them
with his Numidian cavalry and elephants and made a great slaugh-
ter, as many as 70,000, including non-combatants, being killed,
10,000 captured, and about 4000 escaped." All this gives some
concept of the armed force Carthage could raise from just her
own cltizens and the natives of the surrounding countryside.

In conclusion, then, it 1is evident that Carthage depended
almost entirely upon mercenary armies throughout the grester
part of her known history, though during the fourth century the
Carthaginians themselves took anactive part in bearing arms,
The Third Punic warn however, was fought without the ald of mer-
cenaries, proving that Carthage could ralse a formldsble army
of her own, and manifesting her amazing native powers when dri-
ven to desperation. The contrast, then, between the Carthagin-
lan and the Roman attitude at this time becomes clear. The Car-
thaginians depended mainly upon mercenary troops, supplementing
them with citizen forces when necessary; the Romans depended on
thelr main body of citizen-soldlers, supplementing it with for-
elgn allies. The Romans preferred to do their own fighting; the
Carthaginians pald others to do it for them.
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VII. The Navies

The anclients are of one accord in regard to the naval stren-
gth of Cgrthage. They agree that in her prime she was complete
mistress of the Western Mediterranean. Dionysius of Hallcarna-
gus echoes them all when he speaks of "the Carthaginians, whose
maritime strength was superior to that of all others."57 Poly~-
pius adds some reasons for this suprsmacy while comparing Rome
and Carthage:58 "The Carthaginians naturally are superior at
sea both 1In efficlency and equipment, because seamanshlp has
long been their national craft, and they busy themselves with
the sea more than any other people." The first may be attributed
to their Phoenician background, the second to their character
as a merchant clty.

The Carthaginians were, moreover, proverblally jealous of
their control of the sea and took drastic measures to preserve
it, as Strabo remarks :6° "According to Eratosthenes, the expul=~
sion of foreigners is a custom common to all barbarians ... and
the Carthaginians llkewise, he adds, used to drown in the sea
eny foreigners who sailed past their country to Sardo [Sardinié}
or to the Pillars.™ There seems to have been an ancient boast,
too, that no man-could wash his hands in the sea without the
consent of Carthags.

A few instances may be cited to indicate the magnitude of the
naval forces by which Carthage maintained her hegemony. In the

early period of her history, when Hannibal had gathered his

.
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forces for the expedition of 410 B.C. against Sicily, Dicdorus
says:VO "He manned 60 ships of war and fitted out about 1500
gransports, in which he conveyed his troops, siege machinery,
weapons, and all other equipment." Fleets of the same propore-
tions passed back and forth from Carthage to Slclly several
times during the period of wars with Dionysius which followed,
from 406 to 368 B.C., and the tyrant was finally defeated
through the efficiency of the Carthaginian navy. Having reopened
postilities In 368 by takling Selinus, Entellus, and Eryx, Dio-
nysius was besleging Lilybaeum when he heard that the docks at
¢arthage had burnt. Thinking, therefore, that he would not need
his fleet, he sent much of it back to Syracuse, keeping 130
ships at Eryx. "But," says Diodorus,’l "the Carthaginians, con-
trary to all expectation, manned 200 ships and bore down upon
the enemy lying at anchor in the harbor of Eryx." Dionysius lost
over half hils squadron, called a truce, and, dying shortly af-
terwards, left victory to the Carthaginians. About thirty years
later Carthage sent another armada to Sicily against Timoleon,
as Plutarch records:’? "Meanwhile the Carthaginians put in at
Lilybaeum with an army of 70,000 men, 200 triremes, and 1000
transports carrying engines of war, four-horse chariots, grain
in abundance, and other requisite equipment,

Through naval armaments of this magnitude Carthage maintained
uninterrupted sway over the Mediterranean, so that at the begine

hing of the First Punic war Polyblus could refer to them as "the
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Garthaginians, who had held for generatlons undisputed command
of the sea."73 It was in this war that her maritime supremacy
was questioned for the first time, and that by the Romans who
nad never taken seriously to the sea before. Still, in the flrst
engagement at Mylae (260 B.C.) & fleet of 130 Carthaginian ship%
was defeated and put to flight by not more than 100 clumsy Roman
vessels, through the success of a device which the Romans used
to pin the Carthaginian ships close to theirs, enabling their
marines to carry the action. Made more wary by this defeat, the
carthaginians employed the next four years in strengthening
thelr fleet for a decisive engagement. The Romans made good use
of the time and did the same. In 256 B.C. the two fleets met at
Ecnomos in one of.the greatest naval battles of all times, Poly-
bius carefully records the forces involved: 4

The Romans ... s8et to sea wlth a fleet of 330 decked ships
of war ... the Carthaginians setting sall with 350 decked ves-
sels ... The Roman forces embarked on the ships numbered about]
140,000, each ship holding 300 rowers and 120 soldiers. The
Carthaginians were chiefly or solely adapting their preparation

to a maritime war, thelir numbers being, to reckon by the number
of ships, actually above 150,000.

After descrlbing the engagement, Polybius concludes: O

The final result of the whole battle was in favor of the
Romans. The latter lost twenty four sail sunk, and the Cartha=-
ginians more than thirty. Not a single Roman ship with 1ts crew
fell into the enemy's hands, but sixty four Carthaginian ships
were so captured.

The victory was agaln determined by the Roman device mention-
ed above, rather than by superior sseamanship; nevertheless, Car-

thage at her best had been defeated. She was kept on the defen-
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give until the third Roman fleet was destroyed by storm, when
gshe was left once more supreme. But instead of strengthening
their position, the Carthaginians "economized" by neglecting
their fleet. Consequently the launching of a fourth fleet by
the Romans caught them unprepared. Though the Carthaginlians at
once sent out thelr fleet to meet the new challange, they were
miserably defeated, for, as Polybius records,76 "their ships,
peing loaded, were not in a serviceable condition for battle,
while the crews were quite untrained, and had been put on board
for the smergency, and their marines were recent levies whose
first experience of the least hardship and danger this was."
Consequently they "were soon routed, fifty ships being sunk and
seventy captured with their crews." The result was that Rome
thenceforward commanded the sea, and Carthage had to ask for
terms. Her long maritime supremacy was broken, Her greatest
strength had lain in this domination of the Mediterranean; she
had lost 1t through a fatal attempt to economize,

That the Carthaginian supremacy on the s ea was not subsequen~
tly restored may be inferred from two considerations. First,
Hannibal chose to march his army across the Alps into Italy, in-
stead of transporting them by sea from Spain. Second, Scipio had
& small and newly constructed fleet, consisting originally, as
Livy says,77 of "thirty ships, twenty quinqueremes and ten quad-
riremes which, upon the insistence of Scipio himself, were so

rapidly constructed that precisely forty five days after their
S
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timbers had been cut in the forest they were launched, fully ar-
med and fully equipped." This was increased after his sojourn

in Sicily, so that putting out from Lilybaeum, "he sent his army
across in transports numbering almost four hundred, escorted by
forty ships of war." 78 Yet this fleet, still comparatively
gmall, made the crossing unmolested by the Carthaginians, "I
take it on the authority of many Greek and Latin writers that
the crossing was made successfully without threat or dlstur-
vance," says Livy.79

After the fall of Tunis the Romans were almost taken unaware
by a fleet from Carthage, and mlight have been annihilated had
the Carthaginlans not lost thelr spirit, as Livy remarks :80

If the Carthaginians had hastened to the attack they might
have overwhelmed all 1n confusion and fear at the first on-
slaught; but so oppressed were they by thelr defeats on land
that they lost heart even at sea, where they had been most
powerful, and so after passing the day in almless maneuvers at
sundown they put in with their fleet at the port which the Afri-
cans call Ruscinona.

The followlng day, after an attack on the Romans, they suc-
ceeded only in capturing six transports. "Sex ferme onerariae
puppibus abstractae Carthaginem sunt."Sl

Thus, during the Second Punic war the Carthaginian fleet was
certainly not the force to reckon with that it was in the First.
Carthage could evidently no longer boast of being mistress of
the Mediterranean, at least. And the treaty which ended the war

ended all future pretensions to naval power for the Carthagi-

' | dlans with the demand that "they surrender their ships of war,
L




- 89
g1th the exception of ten triremes."82

VIII. The Empire ~ Sources of Wealth

In the course of her hlstory Carthage had grown from a simple

Pnoenician colony to the powerful capital of a vast emplre, as

Appian points out:85

Iater on, using this [the original site] as a base and get~
ting the upper hand of their nelghbors in war, and engaging 1n
grafflc by sea, like all Phoeniclans, they bullt the outer city
pound Byrsa. Gradually acquiring strength they mastered Africa
and a great part of the Mediterranean, carried war abroad into
sicily and Sardinia and the other islands of the sea, and also
into Spain, whille they sent out numerous colonles. They became
a match for the Greeks in power, and next to the Persians in

wealth.

This empire must have been established by the end of the
fifth century, for Dionysius, contemplating hostilities against
Carthage about 397 B.C., prepared huge armaments, as Diodorus
relates,84 "because he realized that he was about to struggle
with the most powerful people of Europe."

Fear of thils ever-growing empire of Carthage and not mere
lust for power was behind Rome's support of the Mamertines,~ the
episode which began the First Punic war - according to Polybiu§§

They saw that the Carthaginians had not only reduced Libya
to subjection, but a2 great part of Spain besides, and that they
were also in possession of all the 1slands in the Sardinian and
Tyrrhenian Seas. They were therefore in great apprehension lest,
If they also became masters of Sicily, they would be most
troublesome and dangerous neighbors, hemming them in on all
sides and threatening every part of Italy.

What were the motives behind this constant expansion? Three

suggest themselves at once. (1) Carthage probably decided defi-

Nitely on an imperial policy when the Greeks began to establish

—
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colonies in the western Medlterranean, threatening her trade
gupremacy in that part of Europe. (2) She found colonizing a
painless and profitable means of thinning out her population,
as Aristotle remarks ;86 "They constantly send out a partion of
the common people to appointments in the cities [colonies] ; by
this means they heal the soclal sore and make the constitution
stable." And again:e'7 "By following some such policy as this
the Carthaginians have won the friendship of the common people;
for they constantly send out some of the people to the surround-
ing territories and so make them well off." (3) It is evident,
however, that the rulers of Carthage were anxious to counteract
Gresk expansion, and her people were willing to be transported
to foreign soll, for a motlve which was characteristic of the
nation,~ the hope of gain. Carthage was established as a Phoe-
niclan trading station; she grew into a nation of rich mer-
chants; her empire wss maintained as a source of wealth.

We have already mentioned some of the wealth supplied to Car-
thage by her African subjects,~ grain, fruit, live stock, ivory,
cltron wood, precious stones, dyes. These riches, and more, Car=-
thage could gather, first, through trade with her subjects.
These she restrained from commerce with other nations that she
might exploit them herself. At first, it is true, her policy
was more liberal, as 1s shown by a treaty concluded with Rome.
at the end of the sixth century, whilch agrees, as Polyblius in-
terprets it,88 that "to Carthage herself and all parts of Libya

T
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on this side of the Falr Promontory, to Sardinia and the Cartha-
ginian province of Sicily, the Romans may come for trading pur-
poses, and the Carthaginian state engages to secure payment of
their just debts." But from a later treaty with Rome, supposed

to have been made about 306 B.C., it is evident how narrow her

policy became. Polybius records the treaty:89

The Romans shall not maraud or trade or found a city on the
farther side of the Fair Promontory, Mostia, and Tarseum. ...
No Roman shall trade or found a city in Sardinia and Libya nor
remaln in a Sardinian or Libyan port longer than is requlred
for taking in provisions or repairing his ship. If he be driven
there by stress of weather, he shall depart within five days.
In the Carthaginian province of Siclly and at Carthage he may
do and sell anything that is permitted to a citizen.

It is significant that this agreement was made less than a
half century before the outbreak of the First Punic war.

The excluslve trade with their African subjects, however, did
not satisfy the Carthaginians. For, in addition, they salled
along the western coast of Africa beyond the Pillars, carrying

on a "dumb trade" with the natives, probebly very primitive

people, as Herodotus tells:go

There 1s a place, they say, where men dwell beyond the Pil-
lars of Heracles; to this they come and unload thelr cargo; then
having laid it orderly by the waterline they go aboard their
ships and light a smoking fire. The people of the country see
the smoke, and coming to the sea, they lay down gold to pay for
the cargo and withdraw away from the wares. Then the Carthagl-
nians disembark and examine the gold; 1f it seems to them a fair
price for their cargo, they take it and go their ways; but 1if
not, they go aboard again and walt and the people come back and
2dd more gold till the shipmen are satisfied. Herein nelther
party (it 1is said) defrauds the other; the Carthaginians do not
lay hands on the gold till it matches the value of their cargo,
nor do the people touch the cargo till the shipmen have taken
the gold.

e
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In sharp contrast to this primitive kind of trade with the
African aborigines in the West, the Carthaginians entered into
complex commercial relations with the highly civilized Egyptlans
to the East. They must have supplied Egypt with the products of
western Europe, and sometimes with grain.gl We know that they
were on very friendly terms with the Egyptlans at the time of
the First Punic war, and that their credit was good enough to
1ead them to hope for a large loan from the Egyptian treasury,
as Appian records :9% "Both Romans and Carthaginians were desti-
tute of money ... the Carthaginians sent an embassy to Ptolemy,
the son of Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, king of Egypt, seeking to
borrow 2000 talents. LHe was on terms of friendship with both
Romans and Carthaginians." The loan was refused, however, out of
deference to Rome. But the attempt at least 1s an indicatlon of
the relations exlisting between Carthage and Egypt.

While individuals were enriched by t hls trade, moreover, the
public treasury was fillled by taxes levied upon African colonles
and subject peoples. There are several Indications that the re-
venues demanded byt he mother city were excessive. As has been
mentioned, the grinding taxation led the Libyans to support the
Mercenary Revolt, according to Polybius:g3

They had exacted from the peasantry, without exception, half
of their crops, and had doubled the taxatlon of the townsmen
without allowing exemption from any tax or even a partiasl abate-
ment to the poor. They had applauded and honored not those gov-
ernors who treated the people with gentleness and humanity, but
those who procured for Carthage the largest amount of supplies

and stores and used the country people harshly,- Hanno, for ex-
ample. The consequence was that the male population required no

S




incitement to revolt, +.°
Again, the tax paid py one of the African cities 1s recorded
, .

y:94; "They call tpis district Empor
fertile spot; one of its cities 1s Lep-

ja; it is the coast of
by Liv

the Lesser Syrtls and a
tis, and this paid to tb® carthaginians a tribute of one talent
14
r day." This 1s almost unbelievable when W6 realize that after
pe .
the Second Punic war Carthag® herself was Only required to pay

fome an indemnity of 200 talents per amnum for FiTLy years,

peavy penalty.
4 tax or tribute certainly indicate

which was considered a

These two examples of 187
that Carthage demanded s@ excessive rate; the same 1s probably
true also of the other kROWD form of taxation, the tariff, men-
tioned by Livy in regard b° the reforms of Hannibal:®® "When
Hennibal had investigated Phe revenues, how much was collected
as taxes on land and as 4uby at the ports, s.." Altogether, then,

the Carthaginians reaped abundant profilt from their African hol-

dings, privately through trade, publicly through tribute and
2

tarlff revenues.

Spain was perhaps the oldest, and at least the richest, pos-
session of Carthage in Burope- The Phoeniclans had come there
fipst in the earliest timess 88 Strabo remarks:96 "The Phoeni-
clans ,,; occupied the best of Iberia and Llbya before the age
of Homer, and continued to be masters of those regions until the
Romans broke up their omplire." Strabo here evidently includes

"
the Carthaginians under the term "Phoenicians”. It 1s not clear
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just when the Carthaginians as such came into the country; they
pmay have taken over after Tyre was destroyed by Alexander. We

dgo knmow definitely that Spain was invaded by a Carthaginian army]
under Hamilcar Barca after the First Punic war (238 B.C.), but
this expedition served to consolidate and strengthen the power
of Carthage, not to establish i1t there for the first time, as
pppian indicates:®7 "I think also that from an early time the
phoenicians frequented Spain for purposes of trade, and occupled
certain places there." And further:98 "This favored land, aboun-
ding in all good things the Carthaginians began to explolt be-
fore the Romans. A part of it they already occupied and another
part they plundered, until the Romans expelled them from the
part they held ..."

The Phoenicians settled in what was known as Turdetania, on
the western side of the Pillars above Gades, & region of extra-
ordinary riches, as we shall see. Speaking of the Iberians,
Strabo says:99 "Indeed the people became so utterly subject to
the Phoenicians that the greater number of the cities in Turde-
tania and of the neighboring places are now inhablted by the
Phoenicians." They also founded the city of Gades on the island
of that name, the modern Cadlz, as Strabo, among others, re-
cords :100

+«++ about the founding of Gades, the Gaditanians recall a
certain oracle, which was actually glven, they say, to the Tyr-
lans, ordering them to send a colony to the Pillars of Hera-
cles ... the men who arrived on the third expedition founded

Gades, and placed the temple in the eastern part of the island

but the city in the western.
S




It was probably these possessions, Gades and Turdetania,
which the Carthaginians took over from Tyre, and which "they
ned already occupied" when Hamilcar arrived to "plunder another
part" of Spain 1n 238 B.C., for it is here that Hamilcar landed
from Carthage, using this territory as a base for further con-
quest, as Appian says:lOl "At the end of the war ... Hamllcar
was left in sole command of the army. He assoclated his son-in-
ljaw Hasdrubal with him, crossed the straits to Gades, and thence
crossing into Spain, plundered the territory of the Spaniards
without provocation.”

Why should the Carthaginians be so interested in this portion
of Spain beyond the Straits? First of all, the district had much
to attract the attention of the merchant princes. Strabo descri-
bes it in glowing terms as it was at his time:102 "Turgetania
itself is marvellously blessed by nature; and while 1t produces
all things, and likewise great quantities of them, these bles-
sings are doubled by the faclilitles for exportation." And after
discussing the waterways which afford these facilitlies, he con=
tinues 1103

There are exported from Turdetanla large quantities of grain
and wine, and also olive o01l, not only in large quantities, but
of the best guality. And further, wax, honey, and pitch are ex-
ported from there, and large quantities of kermes and ruddle
ldye stuffs} which is not inferior tothe Sinopean earth. And
they build their ships there out of native timber; and they
have salt quarries ... and not unimportant, elther, is the fish-
salting industry that 1s carried on ... Formerly much cloth
came from Turdetanla, but now wool, rather of the raven-black
sort ... Surpassing too are the delicate fabrics which are wo-

ven by the people of Salacia. Turdetania also has a great abun-
dance of cattle of all kinds, and of game,
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rhe value of trade resources like these is evident; but the
country possessed far greater riches of another kind. It was
perhaps the most prolific source of wealth in the Carthaginian
empire because, as Strabo says:104

Although the aforesaid country had been endowed with so many
good things, still one might welcome and admire, not least of
all but even most of all, its natural richness in metals. ...
Up to the present moment, in fact, neither gold, nor silver,

pnor yet copper, nor iron, has been found anywhere in the world,
in a natural state, either in such quantities or of such good

quality.

Gold there was iIn abundance, which, as Strabo explains,105

45 not only mined, but washed down ... and the so-called 'gold-
washeries'! are now more numerous than the gold mines. ... And
in the gold dust, they say, nuggets welghing as much as half a
pound are sometimes found." But Spain produced, above all elss,
silver, as Diodorus remarks:+06 "For this land possesses, we may
venture to say, the most abundant and most excellent known sour-
ces of silver, and to the workers of this silver 1t returns
great revenues."™ While Strabo testifies:107 "The wealth of Ibe-
ria 1s further evidenced by t he following facts; the Carthagi-
nians who, along with Barcas, made a campaign against Iberia,
found the people in Turdetania, as the historians tell us, using
sllver feeding troughs and wine jars."

If the Carthaginians had enjoyed the wealth of Turdetania be-
fore, even this was augmented by the expedition of 238 B.C., for
Hasdrubal established their power on the south-sastern coast of

Spain by founding the city of New Carthage, and opening up rich
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geins of sllver, newly discovered in the vicinity. The value of
tnese mines may be estimated from what they ytelded to the Roman
greasury at a later time, as Strabo reports:108

Polybius, in mentioning the silver mines of New Carthage,
gays that they are very large; that they are distant from the
city about twenty stadia, and embrace an area four hundred sta-
dia in circuit; and that 40,000 work men stay there, who, (in
pis time) bring into the Roman exchequer a dally revenue of
25,000 drachmae.

Finally, what this constant supply of silver meant to Car-
thage throughout her history may be gqthered from the remarks
09
with which Diodorus closes his description of the Spanish min%s:

Not one of the mines has a recent beginning, but all of them
were opened by the covetousness of the Carthaginians at the time
when Iberlia was among their possessions. It was from these mines
... that they drew their continued growth, hiring the ablest
mercenaries to be found and winning with their aid wars many and
great. For it 1s in general true that in thelir wars the Cartha-
ginians never rested thelr confidence in soldiers from among
their own citizens or gathered from their alllies, but that when
they subjected the Romans and the Siclilians and the Inhabitants
of Libya to the greatest perlls it was by money, thanks to the
abundance of it which they derived from their mines, that they
conquered them in every instance.

The city of New Carthage was, for the short period the Car-
thaginians occupied it after i1ts foundation, their stronghold
and the center of their activities in Spain. Scipio recognized
this when he made it the first objective in hils conquest of that
country. Upon inquiring, according to Polybius,ll0 |

++. he learnt ... that i1t stood almost alone among Spanish ci-

ties in possessing harbors fit for a fleet and for naval forces,
and that it was at the same time very favorably situated for the
Carthaginians to make the direct sea crossing to Africa. Next he
heard that the Carthaginians kept the bulk of their money and

their war material in this city, as well as their hostages from
the whole of Spain, and ... that the trained soldiers who garri-
Soned the citadel were only about a thousand in number, ... whilq
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the remaining population was exceedingly large but composed of
artisans, tradesmen, and sailors.

The wealth of this, the last and most famous of the colonies
of Carthage, is seen in the spoils taken by Scipio after the
rfall of the city in 210 B.C., as Applan records ;111

In the captured city he obtained great stores of goods, use-
ful in peace and war, many arms, darts, englines, dockyards con-
taining thirty three war ships, corn and provisions of varlous
kinds, 1ivory, gold, and silver, some in the form of plate, some
coined and some uncoined, also Spanish hostages, and everything
that had been captured from the Romans themselves.,

The capture of New Carthage broke the Carthaginian power in
Spain and lost for Carthage the richest province of her empire,
stemmed the constant stream of slilver which had flowed thence
into her treasury, broke up the trade monopoly which she must
have imposed, according to her custom, upon her own rich posses-
sions, and drove her out of Europe forever.

In addition to part of Africa and Spain, the Carthaginians
laid claim to most of the islands in the western Mediterranean.
We have already seen some of their operations in Sicily, and the
treaty quoted from Polyblus showed that they regarded Sardinia
as their own. Thls latter island would have been of use to Car-
thage, first, for its agricultural products, for, as Strabo
says,112 "the greater part of Sardo 1s rugged ... though much
of it has also soil that is blessed with all products,- especial
ly with grain." Then, the Sardinians were useful as soldiers, of

whom Strabo says further :11° "Later on the Phoenicians of Car-

thage got the mastery over them, and along with them carried on
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war against the Romans." They were, however, never really fully
conquered, as Diodorus points out:114 nppe Carthaginians, though
thelr power extended far and they subdued the island, were not
able to enslave its former possessors;“ And again:115 "Although
the Carthaginlans made war upon them many times with consider-
able armies, yet because of the rugged nature of the country

and the difficulties of dealing with thelr dug-out dwellings,
the people remained unenslaved." Carthage was forced to cede
this 1sland to the Romans after the First Punlc war by a treaty
which Polybius records:116 "The Carthaginians are to evacuate
Sardinia and pay a further sum of twelve hundred talents." In
the words of the same author in another place:117 "Thus was Sar-
dinia lost to the Carthaginians, an island of great extent,
most thickly populated and most fertile."

Corsica probably never belonged to Carthage; at least there
1s no mention of Carthaginlan occupation in Strabo or Diodorus.
But about 536 B.C. Carthage did ally herself with the Tyrhen-
nians to drive out a colony of Phocaeans who settled there and
interfered with Carthaginian trade, as Herodotus recalls:118
"But they [the Phocaeans] harried and plundered all their
neighbors; wherefore the Tyrhennians and Carthaginlans made
common cause agalinst them, and salled to attack them with sixty
ships." Thus, though Carthage did not own Corsica, she policed
1t, exercising indirect control in this way.

Next, to the West, was the Balearic group, which belonged to
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carthage and helped to maintain the empire by supplying the fa-
mous 1light armed troops known as Balearic slingefs, who figured
go prominently in the Carthaginlian armies. In describing the

gwo 1slands, Diodorus mentlons that "in the hurling of large
stones with slings the natives are the most skillful of all menrﬂ
and that "in early times they served in the campaigns of the
carthaginians."llg Further, of the islands themselves, hesays%go

The smaller [Minorca] lies more to the east and maintains
great droves and flocks of every kind of animal, especially
mules, which stand very high and are exceptionally strong. Both
islands have good land which produces fruits, and a multitude
of inhabitants numbering more than 30,000,

Here again were agricultural products and man power for Car-
thage.

Further westward, within the Pillars, were the Pityuslan Is-
les, described by Diodorus thus:121

The 1sland is only moderately fertile, possessing little land
that is suitable for the vine; but it has ollve trees which are
engrafted upon the wild olive. And of all the products of the
island, they say the softness of its wool stands first in excel-
lence. The island is broken up at intervals by netable plains
and highlands and has a c¢ity named Eresus, a colony of the Car-
thaginlans. And it also possesses excellent harbors, huge walls,
and a multitude of well constructed houses. The inhablitants con-
slst of barbarians of every nationality, but Phoenicians prepon-
derate.

This not only supplied produce and a market for trade, but
afforded a convenient stopover between New Carthage and the mo~-
ther city.

Finally, Carthage possessed the three key 1slands between Si-

¢lly and the African coast, a great advantage for her shipping,
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gs Diodorus points out:122

Off the south of Sicily three islands lie out in the sea,
and each of them possesses a city and harbors which can offer
gafety to ships which are in stress of weather. The first one
js that called Melite...and 1t possesses many harbors whilch
offer exceptional advantages, and its inhabitants are blessed
41n their possessions...Thls island 1s a colony planted by the
phoenicians, who, as they extended thelr trade to the western
ocean, found in it a place of safe retreat, since it was well
supplied with harbors, and lay out in the open sea.

This was the island of Malta, a valuable base in the Carthag-
inian empire, as 1t has been to the British. Just above it lles
the island now called Gazo, the second in the chain from Car-
thage to Sicily. Diodorus describes 1t 2123 arter this island
[Malta] there is a second which bears the name of Gaulas, lying
out in the open sea and adorned with well-situated harbors, a
Phoenician colony."

Last of all, there was the island of Cercina, now Kerkenna,
lying along the African coast below the Carthaginian peninsula,
"Next comes Cercina, facing Libya, which has a modest city and
most serviceable harbors which have accommodations not only for
merchant vessels, but even for ships of war,"124

Thus, a ship coming from the eastern Mediterranean would have
to pass through this chain of Carthaginlan possessions, a pass-
age which, unless Carthage allowed 1t by treaty, involved evi-
dent danger from the nation who, as Strabo mentions on the
authority of Eratosthenes,lzs"used to drown in the sea any for-

elgners who sailed past their country to Sardinia or to the
Pillars.®
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Last of all, in regard to the island of Sicily, of which
much has been sald already, we must be content with the general
appralsal of Diodorus, who calls it "the richest of the is-
1ands",1%6and of Strabo, who asks:127"As for the fertility of
the country, why should I speak of it, since it is on the lips
of all men, who declare that it is no whit inferior to Italy?
And in the matter of grain, honey, saffron, and certain other
products, one might call it even superior."

Because of 1ts proximity, and because it threatened to har-
bor a rival Greek trade center, the Carthaginians were inter-
ested in Sicily at an early date; in fact their first recorded
overseas expedition was sent there about 550 B.C. under the
general Malchué, as Justinus recalls; he was defeated, however,
when he attempted to carry the war into Sardinia:128 "pPropter
quod ducem suum Malchum, cuius auspiciis et Siciliae partem -
domuerant...exsulare jusserunt." The history of Carthage from
that time to the Punlc wars is the history of her struggle with
the Sicilian Greeks under Gelon, Dionysius, Timoleon, and Aga-
thocles., Through 1t all she managed to maintain at least a foot-
hold in the western part, and at times almost succeeded in sub-
Jugating the island completely. It was her growing power in
Sicily, finally, that threatened the Romans and brought on the
First Punic war.

Sicily was one of the most valuable of the Carthaginian

possessions. Her clties and colonlies in the west enabled Car-
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thage to command the sea; the produce of Sicily supplied her
with support for her armies; the skill of Siclllian Greek work-
men gave her articles of trade and a coinage to carry on that
trade; finally, the subject peoples of Sicily paid her tribute,
as 1s seen in the terms after the successful campsl gn of 405
B.C., quoted by Diodorus ;129

Peace was concluded on these terms: The Carthaginians were
to hold subject, besides their ancient colonies, the Siconi,
the Silenuntii, the peoples of Agrigentum and Himera. In addi-
tion, the citizens of Gela and Camarina could remain in their
clties after tearing down the walls, but must pay tribute to
the Carthaginians.

These advantages made Siclly well worth fighting for; when
the island was lost, a wedge was driven into the heart of the
Carthaginian empire.

The empire of Carthage, then, can be divided into three
groups of territory: (1) The African coast of the Mediterranean
from the subject city of Leptis on the east to the Pillars and
beyond, including Carthage herself and the vicinity immediately
under her dominion. (2) Spain, particularily Gades and New Car-
thage. (3) The islands of the Mediterranean from Malta to the
Plllars. We have tried to indicate the advantages that Carthage
reaped from these vast holdings in trade and tribute, in pre-
clous metals, from Spain and Africa, in man power for her armies
in agricultural produce for her support. It is not surprising
that at the head of such an empire, Carthage should be the
wealthliest city of antiquity.

But if the Carthaginians built up this empire entirely for
e
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their own selfish interests, what held it together? A number of
sjnfluences may be mentioned:

(1) Many of the dependencies of Carthage were her own colon-
j1es, the nucleus of the settlement belng Carthaginians, or at
1east Liby-Phoenicians, sent out originally from Carthage in the
colonizing expeditions mentioned by Aristotle to relieve Car-
thage of superfluous population and to enrich the'colonists.
They were attached to Carthage therefore by ties of blood, and
probably maintained an ascendancy in the surrounding country by
thelr connection with the powerful mother city.

(2) Carthaginlan arms forced submission, as, for example, in
Siclly, where a garrison was maintained in the Carthaginian
settlements to suppress revolts, to enforce treaty stipulations,
or to push the interests of Carthage. The garrison at Motya
which resisted Dionysius! first revolt may be clted, or that
élready mentioned as forming part of the population of New Car-
thage.

(3) The fact that Carthage was complete mistress of the west-
ern Mediterranean and jealous of all foreign trade would enforce
the loyalty of the merchant classes throughout the empire, since
they could not hope to find secure markets or transportation
Without her approval.

(4) There was a common coinage to form another commercial bond
between Carthage and her dependents. In fact a sort of bank note

made of leather, corresponding to modern paper money, was issued
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:to facilitate trade.lS0

(5) Finally, religion formed a common bond, the religion
which the Carthaginlans had taken from their Phoeniclan ances-
tors and which they passed on to their colonles in turn. There
was a famous temple of the Phoeniclan Heracles at Gades, for ex-
emple, erected by the Phoeniclans long before Carthage took
over. Diodorus speaks of 1£3°51 "1p the city they bullt many
works appropriate to t he nature of the region, and among them
a costiy temple of Heracles, and they instituted magnificent
sacrifices which were conducted after the manner of the Phoeni-
cians." And Polybius, describing New Carthage,132 mentions that
on the largest of its hills "is built a temple of Aesculapius,"
while another eminence "is known as the hill of Saturn." Both
references recall the cult of Aesculapius and of Moloch in the
mother city.

What was the a ttitude of subject nations to the head of the
empire? Those citlies which she had founded and which shared her
civilization and culture remained loyal, like lMotya and New Car-
thage; among preoples whom Carthage had subjugated, howevsr,
there éeems to have existed a chronic state of disaffection and
rebellion.

The hatred of the Libyans manifested in the Mercenary Revolt
after the first struggle with Rome has been mentioned. This at-
titude among the Africans was of long standing. Their hatred

was old when in 396 B.C. Hamllco further exasperated them by
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gesertling the troops they supplied him in Siclly. Diodorus de~
clares:133 "When, indeed, that disaster was made known through-
out Libya, those who had assisted the Carthaginians in war,
though they had long hated the burden of their domination, now
pecause of the betrayal of the troops at Syracuse burned with a
much greater hatred against them."™ About 379 B.C. this hatred
gmong the Afrlcans had broken out into a revolt which threatened
to overwhelm Carthage while she was weak from plague. The Sardil-
nians, seizing the opportunity, followed their example, as Dio-
dorus records:l34

It happened a little later that the plague fell upon Carthage
which, increasing more and morse, carried off many of the Cartha-
ginians and they almost lost the empire. For the Libyans, beilng
disaffected, revolted, while the Sardinians, considering this a
§g§§.opportunity, conspired against Carthage and threw off her

As early as 310 B.C. Agathocles counted upon this rebellious
dispositlon when he dared the invasion of Africa. Diodorus
writes:135 "He hoped ... that their alllies, groaning under Car-
thaginian demands for so long, would seize the opportunity to
revolt." It is evident, then, that the hatred of Carthage burn-
ing among her subject neighbors was literally centuriles old.
This hatred is explained partially, as has been sald, by the
heavy tribute demanded from the Libyans, and by the manner in
which they were betrayed while fighting for Carthage in Sicily.
Diodorus adds a third reason:136:

At the conclusion of the Libyan war, the Carthaginlians aven-

g8ed themselves upon the nation of the Micatani Numidians, in-
cluding women and children, by crucifying all who fell into

g
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thelr hands. Wherefore their descendants, remembering the cruel-
ty worked upon thelr fathers, remained the most biltter enemles
of Carthage.

In Siclly much the same hostlle attitude prevailed among the
gubject states of Carthage. When Dionysius planned his first at-
tempt to free Siclly from the Carthaginian rule, in 397 B.C., he
found the citizens of Syracuse ready to join him, for, as Diodo-
rus explains, 137 "they desired the war no less than he, primari-
1y because they hated the Carthaginians." The other Sicilians
supported the revolt, "for although they dreaded the domination
of Dionysius, still they willingly Jjoined in the war against
Carthage, inclted by the cruelty of the Carthaginians. And for
the same reason, when Dionysius openly took up arms, those who
dwelt in the Greek cities under the dominion of Carthage mani-
fested their hatred of the Phoeniclans."138 Finally, all the
subsequent history of the island until it came into Roman hands
1s a repetition of this attempt to be free of Carthaginian domi-
nation.

The Sicilians had many reasons for hating Carthage. The Car-
thaginian congquests had been attended with terrible barbaritiles;
they massacred the people, stripped the cities, imposed tribute
upon their children. lMore fundamental still, the Greeks cherish-
ed an inborn love of freedom and a contempt for the Carthaginian
"barbarian™. They could not live content under Carthaginian rule

because, as A. J. Church remarks,159 "Carthaginian habits and

ways of 1life seem to have been particularlly offensive to the
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taste of the Greeks." We shall understand thelr attitude more

clearly when we understand the religion of the Carthaginians.
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Notes to Chapter III

I, References to Greek Authors
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8v xal &6Ppa adtd xpvohratov &nd xtxfwv TaAdvtwy otaduod mept-
Exeito...

8 Appian,VvIII, 128: , . . .
TPIWY 58 obadv and tfig dyopdc &4voswv &¢ adrthy, ofxfar mowval
xal &&bpogor maviaxdeey %cav...

° Ivia,,130: L. ,

©88¢ ydp v ©d iepbv &v dnpomdhrer pdriota TdV Anlwv Emigavdc
xd1 mAovoiov,.,. &¢ & xal napg TRy eipfivny 618 Badpdv EZfHrovta
dvépaivov,
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16 xI11,62: . ,
Enel 8°€1¢ Kapyndbova xatémievoe petd mOAADY Aaglpwv, dnfivtwv
adtd mavteg SeEioduevor xal Tiudvreg.,

17 X111,90: ,

‘Aptinag td iepd xal td¢ oinfag ovifoag, xal girotfuwg épev-
vhoa¢, tooadtnv befArerav ocvvfigpoioey, Bony eixd¢ totiv éoxn-
xévar w8y oixovpevny Ond &vépdv elxoor pupiréswv, dnbdpenrov
68 &nd tfic xtioewg yeyevnuévnv, mAovoiwtdtny 68 oxeddv 1AV TdTE
‘EAANY 6wy mdhewv veyevmuévny. xal tabta tdv &v adtfi ¢1do-
xaAnobviwy ei¢ mavtolav xataoxevaopdtwy modvtérsiav, xal ydp
yoapal mapmaAnoels ndpéoncav eig dupov éxmemovruévar, xal may-
tofwy &vgp;&vfwv prAoTéxvag ednutovpynuEvey dneplywv dp1opde.
7 udv_ovv morvteAbotata TdV Epywv &dmeoteidev ei¢ Kapxnddva
(¢v off¢ xat Tdv sardpibo¢ ouvEBn wxoptodfivar tadpov).

18 x111,96"

of 52 Kapxmodviot petd iy dAworv tfic mdrewg 1d pdv dvaef-
pata xaf Tod¢ Gvoprdvrag xal TdAra 4 modvterforata petfiveyxav
ei1¢ Kapxnbova,

19 x111,108: . . .
Tdv & ilepdv Goa pud waddc vxd Tod Mwpd¢ éégxsz &1e@bapoat,
1d¢ yhed¢ xal 18 mepirTotépwg clpyaocpEva meptExoyev,

20 1pid.:
EXSvToy 68 1@V Ieddwy Extd¢ i mbAewg " Ané A wvog GvspiévTa
xaAxo0v o@ddpa péyav, ocvifloavieg avtdv dneEoterrev ei¢ Tfiv Topav,

21 Moralia,200b2 .
eOpdV B¢ iy mOM v _dvbpirévrev ‘EAAVindy xal dvaenudtwv

&nd uvarfag peotdy ovoav..,

22 vy111,133: .
Ec 62 Zininfay mepiénepney,; Soa Kapxnddytor ogidy &dvasfiato
rxorvd moAepolvrec EAaBov, éABoOvtag Emiyiyvdoxety xal xopiZeocear.

&3 xvir,s,15: .
gvoirto 8°dv ed6nhog N dbvaptg adTdv €x Tol Votétov ToAéuov,
év,g xateAdonoav 9md Suixiovog tod AlptAsavod, xal % mbAi¢
dpdmv fpaviogn. 8te ydp NpZavio moAepelv Toltov 1dv mdrepov,
noAe1¢ pdy eixov tpraxoofag é&v <ff A1ply, &vepdrwy 6’ &v
tdret puprdsag pdoufpovia; moitopxoduevor 658 xal dvayracoév-

3
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te¢ tpanfodat mpd¢ Evdoorv mavomAidv pdv €6ocav pupiddag -
xooi xatameAtixd &8 Spyava Tpioxiiia dg ob moAepmen duevor .
xpt0€vTog 68 ALy Tol évanokeuefv; %ga1¢vng dnromor fay cuv-
eothoavro, wal &xdortne Muépag dvegEpovto Gupeol pdv dxatdv xal
zevteplrovra menmydreg, phxaipar 62 tprandatar xal Abyxar mev-
taxdotcr, xfhra 8¢ _BEAN xatamertiRd, tpfya 62 Tofg xaraméiraic
ai 8epdmaivar mapelxov. €Tt Tofvov vade Exovrec dwdexa €& ETdv
nevrixovta xatd Td¢ &v 1§ Sevtépp moréuy cuvefmag, Tote xalmep
fion ovungeevybreg eig iy Bépoav &v Sipufvy xateoxedboavto vadg
¢xatdv eiwogr xatagpdutovg, xal Tod otduatoq Tod KHOwvog gpov-
pobuévov_81dpvE@v a@rlo otdug, xal mpofireev alevisinwg & oTOrog.
OAn ydp Tv dmoxerpévn marard wxaf Texyyrdv mAfieog mpooedpedov
wal oitapyxobpevov dnuocig. Torabtn 6’ ovoa Kapxnsdv Suwe 4w
wal xateondon,

2% XXXYI‘G’G: ’ P » -~ » ‘ ’

ATAov EyEvVETO B10TI peya 78 Baotaypa TNC TOAEwg ﬁvo TAElOVQ
ydp elxoor puprédwv Omia map€dwxav ‘Pwpalorg xal watamértag
SitoxiLAlovg,

25 .
QVI:}[I’Bz‘Q o~ L4 < LY 14 3 [ Y 2 »
xal’xoygv avtoig 8100viEg @ n’uév no}lg’ectlx a»onkog,epn—
10C, OV Yavy, ou‘xatanehmnv, ov BEAog, ob Elgog Exoyoa, oux
avépag oixelovg txavolg &nOp&xeceat RNEVTE pupLaAduwy €vayyog
OLEQBApULEVOY, ...

26 IX,26:
2 . ,
tod¢ pudv &dvepidvrag mpdg Ty Tob yaixod ¥pfiorv ovyxwyeboav-
teq, wal 1fy £0Awoiv t@v Te i6fwv xal dmuooiev Epywv mpde Tdc
Tpifiperg wal td¢ unxavde peteveyndpevor, ...

€7 y111,117: .. . ,

yoplov 8’ &otlv edpeyedec €v Tff mdrer 1d Méyapa, TF Teiye:
napegevypévov? ... T3 ydp xwpfov, Td Meyapa, ékaxaveﬁemo xal
vT@dv Gpalwy Eyepev, alpaciaiq Te xal Opiyxolg BaTov xal dAANg
x&vong xal Odxetoi¢ padtog Udatog morAiroi¢ Te xal oxoAroig

XQTAMAEWY v,

Pkt D 2 . ’ 7 2 ~ ne .
N 6 av@ peECOV Xwpa, §t ﬁg nv avayxatov nopeu@nyau, Otei=-
ANNTO xPRElar Al TMaAVTOlalg QUTOVPYIGLC, TOAAGY UOATWY &10-
XETEVOREVEY, &l TAVTA TONQY ApPSEVOVIWY, daypoixial TE guvexelg
vnfipxov otxoGOpasg'noluTgleot xat %xOLViauac: SIAMENOVTUEVAL,
xal Tdv Tdy wextnuévov avtdcg sragnuaivovoar mhoftov, Eyguov
8’ al pdv &madrei¢ mévrov tdv mpd¢ dndravor, d¢’dv TdY Eyxwplwv

S
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by elpfivy morvypovie teompavpindtwv yevmubrtwv dedoviav, ¥ &8
xboa M ugv %v épnelg¢u¢og, 7 68 éAaiogdpog, xal TdV 3}va TRV
rapnipwy 65&vépwv &vamrewg, énd odrtepa 652 puépn 8 mediov évé-
uovto Bodv &yérar xal mofpvar, xal 1d _minolov ¥an goppdswy
{rnwv €yepe, xaBdrov 88 mavrtofa Ti¢ fiy &v Tol¢ wdmoi¢ £vdai ~
povia, Tdv €migaveotdtoy Kapyxndoviwy Sieidnedrev tdg xthoesg,
xal 1oT¢ mMAobTotg meptAoxarmdtwy npd¢ &rdravorv., OS1b6mep of
sixert@rar t8 te tfic xdpac xdraro¢ wal Ty edsaipoviav Thv év
abtf oavpblovre¢...

29 xx,17: . }
td¢ &&&oac 68 mdret¢ mAeiovg Tdv Siaxoofwy xexetpwpévog...

32’ XX’ 55 : f 4 r 4 &

TéTTapa rﬁp v MBdny drefAnee yévn, dofvixeg pdv, ol iy
Kapxnddva tote xatoixodvrege Arpugpofvixeg 68, moAAd¢ Exovteg
ndret¢ €mpoarattiovg, xal woivovodvteg Ttol Kapxnﬁov?osc éni-
yapiag, of¢ &xd <fi¢ ovpmemreypévng ovyyevelag cvvéﬁ? TuXelY
tadtng Tiig npoonyopfag. ) agpnolﬁc Aadg tdv Emixwplov dpxar=
dratog dv, ALBO¢ dvepdZeto, pirodv Siragepdviwg Tod¢ Kapxndo-
viovg, 518 T8 Bapo¢ tiic &nitotacfag. of 62 Terevtalos Nopddeg
dmmpxov, moAANY tfic A1BONE vepduevor péxps Tiig épfuov.

36 XXXVIII,7: )
gv ﬂaVOﬁxfﬁ, nopgupida earattiay €mimemopmnpévocg,

57 XXXVIII,8: ,

d 82 mdany éEemopebeto perd pezahng defag &v tf mopeupiss
xal tf) navomafg p&énv, dote tol¢ €v Talc Tpgypdiai¢ Tupdvvoug
oAb T1 mpocogefaerv,

58 vI11,66: ,
nopebpay modfpn mepixefpevog xal Yéara xal arpentd &nd
Xpvoov, ..

40 xv1,2,25: ,

pETQ § 58 fic “aung wat Tépov 61vdoMg alyiarde toTiv
oépwy Ty dartTiv dupove évtalea pdv ovv gaoct ud xetoeat,
xoptoBetaay el¢ Z16@va 62 1y xwvelav 6éxeodal,

42 pol1igics,VII,2,6:
, &EVTx yﬁp xd?’vépog tivée elor mapogbvovreg mpdc Ty
dperdy tadtnv. nadbmep &v Kapxnddvi gaol 1dv éx 1dv xpixwy

S
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xdopov Aaupdverv Soag qv orpatedbowvrtar ctpatefag.

46 polybius, I,72:
¢aipoUpevat t8v xbopov elcbpepov &npogpactiotwg el¢ Todg
dywviaopobe,

47 vI11,165:

ese éﬂnys O’ abtdv Tdv xpSvov Toltoy foivinwy xal Atﬁumv
xat ‘IBfipwv wal Atydwv xal ‘Ericuxev xaf Zapdoviwv xal Kug-
viev Tpifpovta pupt&éac xal otpatnydyv adTdv ‘Aufaxav v “Av-
vavo¢, KapxnSoviwv &bévea Baociréa.

48 XITIT,44:
cse KapanOVLOt pév Toi¢ Eyecta101g aneoTethav AtBuac €
xev¢QXtax;Atoug xai Tdv Kauﬁavwv oxmaxootouc s o 58 ‘Avvi-
pac,td te 6€poc Exelvo xal Tdv oyvimtovra Xerpdva, morrode pdv
ég Ipnpiag, 8Zevorbynoey, obx bAfyoug 62 xal Tdy TOAL TRV %gT-
Eypagev. énfler 62 xal afly Aipbny, Emideyduevog €& dmbong mdAewe
To0¢ xpatiotoug.

49 x111,54: "

eixe 58’ Tol¢ ouunavxag Avv;ﬁag, oC uév Egopog aveypaWe
ReZRDV uop;&éag e;xoo;, tﬂn&tg 58 Tetpaxtcxtltoug' o 68 Ttpatog
¢noLy, ov TOAAP nAetiovg TAY S€xa pvptédwyv.

50 x111,80:

eneu&av Tivag, Tdv &v &gtw%amt xagd Tot; KapanOVt01§ Svtwy
peTd TOAARY xpnuaxwv, tod¢ udv ei¢ “Ipnpfav, TOU§ 6" ei¢ td¢
Balktapxﬁag vhoovg napaxeheuoapevon Eevoroyely nls;OTouc.
GUTOL 6 enneoav Tﬁv AtBunv xamaypa¢ov1€g oTpaTIWIaAg AlBuag
Xal ®olvinag, xal Tdy nokttmv tod¢ xpatiotovc, Meteméumovty 62
xai nap& TRV cupuaXOUVva GUTOIQ eevwv xal ﬁac&lemv ompactwmag
Maupouctooc xat Nouaéag, xai Tivag ¢wv otxouvav 1d mpdg Tﬁv
Kopfiyny xexdtpéva pépm. éx 62 'ItaArfag prodwodpevor Kapmavodg,
sraBfpacav ei¢ ALRONYV.

51 14,, xv,15;
npoopwpevoz 5’ euwpovwc td ueyeeog To0 MoAfpov, TAY TE TMOAL~-
@y tol¢ e0O0€Tovg XATEAEYOV OTpaATidTAC,

52 1bid. g
xaf‘xﬁﬁpa¢wv npoxa;p:aapevo; mAf9og, EEvixag Suvapei¢ peyd-
Aa¢ éutoBolvTo.

S——
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53 Timoleon, XXVII:

...xal SraBatvovreq adtdv deonoav of moréuior, mpbroig pdv
goic Tedpinmoig EXTAMNTIXNGG Tpd¢ dydva xateoxevaopévorg, xatd-
my 68 TobTwy 9upfosg onaftarg AeOudomior. Todtovg Etexpaipovto
Kapxndoviovg etvar Tf Aapmpdinti Tfic oxevfic xal *f] Bpasdvriits
xai TaEer tfig mopetag.

54 Tbid., XXVIII:

Aéyovtar yody év pupfoic vsxpo?g tproxirtor Kapxnsoviev ygvé-
goat, péya Tf mOAer mEvOp¢. ovte vdp yEveoiv odte MAodTOLG OUTE
sdtat¢ Etepor BeAtioveg noav éxeivwy, olt’ dmodavdvrag motd pwid
pdyn Tpbtepoy EE adtdv Kapxndoviwy tooodTovg wvnpovedovoiv
gaAd Afpuor td moAAd xal “IBmpor xal Nopdor Xphuevor mpde td¢

pdxag darotpiai¢ BAGRarg dveséxovrto td¢ Hrtag.

55 XX,10:

ol yolv otpateyol Tdv Kapxndoviwv, dpdvre¢ tdv waipdv odba-
udc dyaporfic oixetov, tod¢ pdv dnd tfic xBpag xal 1dv ovppaxi-
5oy MOAEwV OTpaTidTag odx dvéuervave avTodg 68 tod¢ montTiI-
xod¢ &Efyyayov ei¢ UmaiBpov, Ovtag pdv odx EAdTtov¢ meZod¢ Te-
tpaxtopvpfev, inmelq 68 xirfovg, dppata 62 sroxinia,... xal
to0 wdv 6e£100 wépatog “Avvwv etxe Ty Tyyepoviav, ocvvaywviZo-
ebvov ad1d tdv elg 1dv 1epdv Adxov ovvietayuévov,

57 xxv,fr, 1: ) ; =
dmfipxov ydp of netd Kap%naovfwv otpatevaduevor “IBnpe¢, KeA-
tof, BaAeapeiq, AfBveg, @ofvixeg, Aryvorivor, xal prE€Ainveg dod-

At ol xat &otaciacav,

58 1 67:
?6 58 wéyrtotov puépog adtdv fiy AfBvec... mAelog Svreg Tdv Sio-
wpfav,

59 XI,19:
~ xaingp ody o?gv duoedvéoiv, &M’ 066’ duogdroic xpmodpevog
otpatonedolg., eixe rdp AfBuag,f IBppag, AtyvgTivovg, KeAtolg,
#d1vinag, ' Itadobg, “EAARvag, oi¢ od vopog, ovx €0o¢, od Abyog,
ov) &tepov odddv %v xo1vdy &x ¢boewg mpd¢ &xlﬁxOug.

60 14,, XV,11:
¥ skl
_ 8 87 Avvipag 1d udv enpfa mpd méong T¢ Suvdpewe, dvta mAefiw
v dydofpiovia, perd 62 tadta Toﬁg piagopdpoy¢ Enfognoe, mepi
wopiovg dvtag xat SioxtAfove 1dv apioudv. odtor 6’ ficav Aryu-
otivoi, KeAtol, Bahiapel¢, Mavpodoiot. Tobtwv 68 watdmiv mapev-

e
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¢pare tod¢ Eyxwpioug Afgvag xal Kapxnbovfovg, Exnt &2 mdos Todg
£E Ixaxtac ovTacg pee aﬁxou, nkeuov ﬁ oT étov anoownoag TV
gpotetaypévev, td 68 xépata 512 t@v inxéwv foearfoato, 6eic Ent
udv T3 Aaidv Tod¢ ovppdxovg Nopddag, &nt 62 1d 6e£1dv tod¢ 1dv
Kapxnﬁovfmv inmete.,

61 v1,5232

coo Ta 68 mepl Td¢ ne?;xdg xpefag moAd &f 71 ‘pwpaiol upég T8
péAtiov doxofor Kapyndoviwv, ol udv ydp iy SAny mepl Tolto
ﬂOlOUVTtI onouénv, KapanOVlot 58 Tdv pdv ns&txwv elec t€Aog YN
ywpoldas, T&v 5 % AP T BpaxeTdyv THva notobvtatl mpdvotav, aiTiov
5é TOUT&V gotty 8t Eevinai¢ xal ptceo¢0potc xpdvrtat buv&peo;
‘Popaiot 68 Eyxwpfoig¢ xal? moArTinalic,

62 y111,82:

65 14.,VIII,93; vd. supra Ch. II, note 41.

64 14.,V7II,108: .
veo TRV 8’ txapxwv oif pdv odv [Toi¢ aéwmv nUTOpohnoav wal éyé-
vovto mdvteg &€¢ Siraxootoug xal SioxtAlovg imnéacg,

65 v111,120;

xal TGUTG 5, 8oa ¢épo:ev ai vneg, Aoépoo@ag Tptcuupzolq &v-
opéots wdvor¢ oiévepey, ol &¢ pdxnv Emeiixeto, xal Tof dArov
mAfifove xateppdvet,

66 y1r1,126:

Pokoccng &’ adtod¢ eﬁttpexwv adv Nopdot nollonc wal érEgaot

moAdy elpydleto ¢ovov, wz aﬁok obar pdv é¢ & nTaxtouuptoug odv

Tol¢ &xpsno;g, dAdvar & €¢ puplovg, draguyely &’ ap¢t T00¢ TE=
Tpaxi owt Al ovg.,

oo Kapxnéov;ouc,d?‘nketotnv €oxov vavtixfyv Sdvapiv...

68 v1,52;

ceo Té udv mpd¢ td¢ xard BdrarTav, dmep s;xog, dueivov &c—
nobot wat napaoxeu&&ovmat Kapxnooviot 61d 78 xal zdvpio, adtolc
n&pxetv éx maratod Ty Eumerplay tadtny xal ealavtobpyelv pd-
Atota mévrwy dvepbnwy...
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69 }VI;,; 19: |, 7
onot &7’ Bpatooceévng xo1vdy uwdv eivar tol¢ pappdporg mdory
#oo¢ Tfy Zevnraofav..,, Kapyndoviove 628 xatamoviobv, el Ti¢ T@v

gévov el¢ Zap6d mapamieboerev N &nd BtHhrag.

72 Timoleon,XXVs:

"BV To01TQ 58 Kapxndoviot xatamifovorv el¢ 8 A1radBaiov dyovreg
¢ntd pupiddag otpatod xal Tpifiperg Sraxootiag xal mhota xiAta
xopfyovta unxavd¢ xat téBpimna xal oftov dgovov xal Tfy EAATY
NGPAOKEVTV, . o

75 1,20:
...’ﬁapgnﬁovaLQ... tol¢ &x mpoydvwy Exovot iy xaxd 6drattav
fyepoviav adfprtoyv,

74 1,25

ces Puwpalor pdv avAxemoav tpiérovta xal Tpraxociai¢ paxpaig
vavol xatagpdxtot¢,.,. Kapxnddvior 6& mevrfmovia xal Tptgxociatg
vavo! xatagpldxtoi¢ &vamieboavrec,... xal 1d pdv odvrav fiv otpb-
tevpa TobTwv Tfic vavTixiic duvdpewe nepl tértapac xal S&xa pupi-
adag, w¢ dv &xdgrne vedc AapBavobong €p€tag wdv Tpraxooiovg,
¢mipatac &6’ &xatdy, ol 52 Kapymddvior T8 pdv mrefov xatl 1d ndv
fHpudzoyto mpd¢ Tdv xatd edrattay xivévvove 18 ye pfly mAf9o¢
adTdv Ny Ondp mevienaidena puprddag xatd tdv Tdv vedv Adyov,

75 1,28:

ve, TO 68 Tédo¢ 1fic ovumbong vavpaxiag &yéveto xatd toldg
‘Popaiovg, Stegdpn 68 TodTwv pdv elxoor wal Tévtapa oxdem, TdV
62 Kapynooviwv dndp tpréxovta. valg 62 1@v pdv ‘Pwpaiev avtav-
dpeg ovdepfa Tol¢ moAepforg Eyéve6 dmoxefpiog, T@v 68 Kapxm-
Soviwy &&ETovta xal Té€rtapeg,

76 1,611
ai pdy ydp viieg yéuovoar Sugxpfiotwe S1éxeivro mpdg Tov xiv=-
suvov, 14 88 manpwuata terfwg fy dvéoxnta wal mpd¢ waipdv upe-
panuéva, 1d &6’ &miBatixd veoodAroya xal mpwrdneipa mdong xa-
xonadefag xal mavtdg Seivol,
.« staxéwg Erelgomoav, xal mevefpovra pdv adtdv vad¢ xatédvoay
¢e6opufpovia &’ &4rwoav adtavdpo: .

82 polyb,,XV,18:

« -

td paxpd mAoTa mapadoivar mdvta ARy 6éxa Tpifpwy,...
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8% y111,82:

Xpbvw % , évtedbev oppwpevo» xat TRV ﬁepto{uwv dpefvovg
ov¢ss ¢ Xetpag ékeatv, vaucu Te Xpwpevot %ot wﬁv pd\aocoav
ola Polvineg épyardpevor, AV TONLY mgv €ew Tf BSpoy mepi-
égnuave nal dvvacredovreg fibn Apdng Expdrovv wal nokxng Sa-
Kaccqg, ex& ioug TE nomépoug achaTsuov é¢ LL%SALav xaL Zapouw
uat vioovg & Aug ogi Tfiode tfig Yandoong elol, nal ég 'Lpn-

e av. nokka nat anotuzag e{ane ov. § Te dpxn avtolg
£veTo 50Vapst pev dgidpaxoc i ikqvuxq, neprovolg b8 petd
Tg Mepowxdv,

84 x1v,41: L
G¢ av mpdg Todg duvatwrdrovg TGV xatd TAv ‘Eupdnnv péAhwv
braywv{leobar.

85 I,10:

...eewPOUVTEQ d¢ Togg Kapyndoviovg od dvov & xatd TV
Azﬁuqv, dkka qu rqg Vg plag oﬁnnoa ,TEOA. a pépg TMETOLNPEVOVG,
gty 58 1hy viowv dmgodv Eyxpateie drdpyoviag tav xatd Té Zap-
éovuov watl Tuppqvuxov e XQYOQ, nwi(wv, et Ztnshnag ETL xuptL-
sucatsv, B Alav Bapefg ®ai poPepol yetltoyeg adtole Sndpyorev,
wéuhp ogpdc mepLéyovreg xal mior tolg Tfigc *ItaNlag pépeotv
dmuxe (pevor.

86 Politics, 1I,8,9:
..S&ei TL 106 6ﬁpou pépog xnéumovreg éﬁt tdg méherg. Todte
vdp tdvrar xal woroBor pdvipov 7 noktmsnav.

87 1bid.,vI,3,5:

ToLoBToV b! TLVG Tp010v KapxqéoVLgt KoktweuOPsvot ¢fkov
wéxtnvral Tov dfjpove del ydp Tivag ‘exméumovreg Tof dfpov
tpog Tdg mepLowx{dag moiobolv edmopovg.

88 17171,23: \
elg b2 Kapynddva xal noav tiv énl tdde tof Kakod dupwrn-
ptov tfic Afdnc xal Zapddva nal synehlgv, fg éndpyovor Kapyn-
0évior, nat’ Eumoplav mhefv ‘Pupalorg €Eeoti, wat’ td dlxaiov
Sdmioyvodvrar BePatdoetv ol Kapynddviot <6qpocta> nlotet,

89 11T 241 ,
o8 Kako§ dxpwtnglov, Magriag, Ta cnton, pll AfjCeoBar éng-
RELVE Pwpatovg Reale é grop avsdeat p ﬂoktv AECLELY, oo. EV [
qubovu xal APy pﬂbatg Pwpanwv 2 nopeRéabu_phre méALv
wTLléTw, o o . wg Tod éeddra kagstv n mhotov émi-
oxevdoar. v oé XEprV natevéyxy, év méve’ fuéparg drnotpexétw.
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v _Zunehlq, ﬁg‘Kap%q§6VL0L endpyovar, nat év Kapyndévi ndvta

wat moteitw xal mwAeltw &oa xal ©@ mohity €feoTiv,

90 1v,196:

AéyovgL b8 xal tdde Kapynddvior. elvar Tﬁé ALBﬁq§ yGpdv e
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ITI. References to Latin and English Authors

11,420 ff.:
Miratur molem Aeneas, magalia quondamn,
miratur portas strepitumque et strata viarum.
Instant ardentes Tyrii, pars ducere muros,
molirique arcem et manibus subvolvere saxa,
pars optare locum tecto et concludere sulco.
Hic portus alii effodiunt; hic alta theatris
fundamenta locant aliil, immanisque columnas
ruplbus excidunt, scaenis decora alta fuburis.
441 2
Lucus in urbe fuit media, laetissimus umbra.
446:
Hic templum Tunoni ingens Sidonia Dildo
condebat, donis opulentum et numine divae,
aerea cul gradibus surgebant limina, nexaeque
aere trabes, foribus cardo stridebat aenis.
4532
Namque sub ingenti lustrat dum singula templo
reginam opperiens, dum, qguae fortuna sit urbi,
artificumque manus inter se operumque laborem
miratur, videt Iliacas ex ordine pugnas,
bellaque iam fama totum volgata per orbem...

S5 Cf. Smith,434.

10 ¢, T. H. Bindley in the introduction to his edition of
Tertullian's Apologeticus Adversus Gentes pro Christianis, Ox-
ford, Clarendon Press, 1889, x1: "During the perlod of 1ts in-
dependence Carthage had possessed on the summlt of Byrsa a
temple dedicated to Asclepius; but the Roman colony when re-
building the town and acropolis preferred to replace the populan

|__cult of this deity by that of the ancient ... goddess Tanit...“”
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11 1X,5,4.
12 og4es, 11,18,4.
13 yr1,182.
14 Nat. Hist.,VIII,28.
15 1pi4.,12.
30 peneid, I,421.
31 Bellum Jugurthinum, XVIII,8:
Ceterum adhuc aedificia Numidarum agrestium, quae mapalia

1111 vocant, obtlonga incurbis lateribus tecta gquasi navium
carinae sunt.

33 Epodes,XII,21.

34 Wat. Hist., IX,60:
Tyrl praecipuus hic Asilae; in lieninge, Africae, et Gaetulo
littore oceani...

35 odes, II,16,35.
%9 op. cit., XXXVI;éS8¢
4l 1pid., XXXVII,25,

43 y1,12,7:
Q. quoque Ennius Carthaginiensium "tunicatam Juventutem" non
videtur sine probro dixlsse.

44 11, 975-6:

Sed quae illaec avis est, quae huc cum tunicils advenit? Num-
nam in balneis circumductust pallio?

1008:

Tu qui zonam non habel,...

45 op. cit., 1. 981:
Quia incedunt cum anulatis auribus.

56 XXI11I,6.

77 XXVIII,45:

Triginta navium carinae, viginti quinqueremes, decem guadri-
remes, cum essent positae, ipse ita institlt operi, ut die
quadragesimo quinto, quam ex sylvis detracta materla erat,
naves instructae armataeque in aquam deductae sint.
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78 XXIX,263%
Nam, praeter quadraginta longas naves, quadringentis ferme
onerarils exercitum transvexit.

79 XXIX,27:
Prosperam navigationem sine terrore ac tumultu fuisse, per-
multis Graecils Latinisque auctoribus credidi.

80 xxx,10:

Carthaginienses, qui, si maturassent, omnla permixta turba
trepildantium primo impetu oppressissent, perculsi terréstribus
cladibus, atque inde ne in mari quidem, ubi ipsi plus poterant,
satls fidentes, die segni navigatlione absumpto, sub occasum
solis in portum (Rusucurona Afri vocant) classe appulere.

8l 1pig.

91 ¢f. Rostovtzeff, A Social and Economic History of the
Hellenistic World, Oxford, 1941, 618ff., 1251, 1462.

94 xxx1v,62:

Emporia vocant eam regionem. Ora est minoris Syrtis et agri
uberis; una civitas eius Leptls; ea singula in dies talenta
vectigal Carthaginiensibus dedit.

95 XXXIII,47:

Hannibal postquam, vectigalia quanta terrestria maritimaque
essent, ...

128 xyi1II,”7.

130 ¢cr. smith, 36.

139 op. ecit., 46.
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CHAPTER IV
MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL CULTURE

I. Introduction

When Bosworth Smith says that "the most important factor in
the history of a people,= especially if it be a Semetic people~-
1s its religion,"l he states a truth which Polybius implicitly
accepted when, comparing Rome and Carthage, he wrote:$ "But the
quality in which the Roman commonweslth 1s most distinctly su-
perior 1s, in my opinion, the nature of their religious convic-
tions." Religion is at once the characteristic of a people, the
guage of their culture, and, often, the ultimate explanation ol
thelr differences with other people. Religion determines their
outlook and eventually their actlon; it follows the rise and
fall of government and of other elements of culture, being found
at 1ts purest and best when they have reached thelr peak; and
the answer it gilves to the fundamental questions of 1life will
account for otherwise inexplicable enmities with other nations,
since these questions form the ultimate baslis of agreement or
dissension among men. Knowing the religion of Carthage, then, we
shall hold the key to her culture, her development, and her re-
lations with the other nations of the ancient world.

Fortunately, the sources provide sufficient information to
enable us to trace in broad outline the development of this ime

portant phase of Carthaginian culture, although the facts thin

Revvenm,
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out as we approach the time of the Punic VWars. It will be use-
ful, however, to watch the development of moral culture through
the early history of Carthage, inasmuch as this will manifest
her moral background, determine her moral condition at the perisq

od of the wars with Romse.

II. The Gods of Carthage

The gods of Carthage were the gods of thelr Phoeniclan ances-
tors, and the Carthaginians through most of thelir history main-
tained close relations with Tyre in matters of religion. It is
a bewlldering task, however, to attempt to determine the exact
hierarchy of the divinities in the original Phoenician system.
The matter 1s further complicated by the fact that Greek and
Roman writers, in speaking of the Carthaginian deities, apply to
them the names of corresponding gods and goddesses in their own
system reather than the proper Phoenician titles. Quintus Curtlus
Rufus, for example, refers to Moloch under the title of Saturn,3
while Plutarch calls him Cronos.% We will be content, then, to
mention the most important divinities worshipped at Carthage,
giving to each that emphasis which the sources themselves seem
to justify, without attempting to disentangle the complex system
of which they were a part.5

The chief deity worshipped at Carthage, or at least the one
most closely assoclated with Carthaginian religion in the minds

of the ancients, was Baal or Moloch, called by the Romans Saturn

and by the Greeks Cronos. He wam ldentified with the sun and with
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fire, as his worship will indicate, and must have been regarded
as a malignant power by the Carthaginlans themselves, for he
was propltiated by the cruel rites of which Justinus speaks in
béginning his account of the Carthaginians: 6

Cum Inter caetera mala etiam peste laborarent, cruenta sac-
rorum religione, et scelere pro remedio usl sunt; quippe
homines ut victimas immolabant; et impuberes (quae aetas etiam
hostium misericordiam provocat) aris admovebant, pacem deorum
sanguine eorum exposcentes, pro quorum vita dli rogarl maxime
solent.

This element above all others impressed the Komans and
Greeks and, to thelr minds, characterized Carthaginian religion,
perhaps even Carthage herself, as is manifest in frequent refer-<
ences like that of Dionysius of Halicarnasus:’ "It is said also
that the ancients-sacrificed human viectims to Saturn, as was
done at Carthage while that city stood." It deserves, therefore,
a separate section of i1ts own. Scholars agree that Baal-Moloch
had a more noble aspect as god of the life-giving sun, yet whend
ever he appears in the history of Carthage 1t 1s to preside oven
some national excitement,- a grave crisis or wild exaltation-
and to be propitiated wilth sacrifices of the kind mentioned
above.

Baal-NMoloch, ﬁhe sun gbd, had his feminine counterpart in the|
goddess of the moon,- "the Phoenicians' goddess; Astarte the
people of Sidon call her." 8 She was the "heavenly Aphrodite"

to whom Herodotus refers, in the manner of the Greeks, when he

speaks of the temple founded in her honor by the Phoenicians on

Cythera:9 "And the temple on Cythera was founded by Phoenicians
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from the same land of Syria." She was Venus Caelsstis, or simply
Caelestis, to Latin writers like St. Augustine, who asks:10
"What hed now become of Caelestis, whose empire was once so
great in Carthage?" She, too, had a beneficent aspect, being
goddess of thé night and the giver of rain,-"virgo Caelestis,
pluviarum pollicitatrix," as Tertullian calls her;ll yet it was
rather under the aspect of the "heavenly Aphrodite", goddess of
love, that she was worshipped, and her cult, at Carthage, as in
other parts of the Phoeniclan empire, consecrated immorality.
Identified with her 1In later times, at least as a subordinate
goddess, was Dido or Ellssa, the traditional foundress of Carth-
age, of whose worship Justinus writes:12 "Quam diu Carthago
invicta fult, pro dea culta est."

The Byrsa at Carthage, and the highest hilll of New Carthage,
were topped with temples dedlicated to Aesculapius (Asclepius),
as has been noted. From this it appears that he was recognized
as the particular patron of Carthage and her colonies. He was
not known to the Carthaginians, of course, as Asclepius, which
was a Greek identification, but as Eshmun; he is said to have
been the most famous of a family of deities called the Cabeiri,
the sons of the Phoenician god Pataicus (identified with the
Greek liepnaestus and Egyptian Ptah) who were "the makers of the
world, the founders of civilization, and the inventors of ships
and medicine." 19 They were represented as dwarfs. Patsaicus,

the father, was cultivated at old and New Carthage too; his
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image was used as a figurehead for ships; Herodotus mentions
among other details 14 that "the image of Hephaestus {at
Memphis) 1s most like to the Phoenician Pataici, which the
Phoenicians carry on the prows of their triremes ... 1t 1s in
the likeness of a dwarf." Then speaking of the imsges of the
Cabeiri, he says:19 "These also are like the images of Hephaest-
us, and are said to be his sons." That Patalicus was cultivated
at New Carthage may bs Inferred from the fact that one of the
city's hills was dedicated to him, along with one to Cronos
(Moloch) and- characteristic note !- another to the discoverer
of the nearby silver mines. Polybius remarks:16

The three other smaller eminences are to the north of the
clty, the most easterly being called the hill of Hephaestus,
the next one the hill of Aletes, who is said to have received
divine honors for his discovery of the silver mines, while the
third 1s known as the hill of Cronos.

Melcarth, or Baal Tsur, the "Baal of Tyre", was rendered a
speclal homage by the Carthaginians as the patron of the parent
city, Tyre, and the protecting genius of the Phoenicilan colonied
Ze 13 the "Phoeniclan Heracles" to the Greeks, and his temple at
Tyre has been briefly described by Herodotus:17 "I took ship to
Tyre in Phoenice, where I heard that there was a very holy
temple of Heracles. There I saw it, richly equipped with many
other offerings, besides that in it were two pillars, one of
refined gold, one of emerald, a great pillar that shone in the
night time."

Later Herodotus visited another temple of the same god at




133

Thasos:18 "Then I went to Thasos, too, where I found a temple
of Heracles, built by the Phoenicians.”

Finally, at the other end of the Mediterranean, on the islan
of Gedes, the Phoenicians, as Diodorus says,19 "puilt many works
appropriate to the nature of the region, and among them a costly
temple of Heracles, and they instituted magnificent sacrifices
which were conducted after the manner of the Phoenicians.”
Siliue Italicus describes the custom and priestly ritual con-
nected with this shrine:?0

Further, those who are permitted and privileged to have
access to the inner shrine forbid the approach of women, and areg
careful to keep bristly seine away from the threshold. The dress
worn before the altars 1s the same for all; llinen covers their
limbs, and their foreheads are adorned with a head band of
Pelusian flax. It 1s thelir custom to offer incense with robes
ungirt; and, followlng tnelr fathers' rule, they adorn the gar-
ment of sacrifice with a broad stripe. Thelr feet are bare and
thelr heads shaven, and their bed admlits no partner; the fires
on the hearth stones keep the altars alight perpetually. But no
statues or familliar images of the gods filled the place with
solemnity and sacred awe.

The absence of any image of the god, and purity of ritual
seems characteristic of the cult of Melcarth. There is only one
bit of evidence to the contrary; that 1s the reference of
Pliny 21 o "Hercules, to whom the Phoenlcians each year sacri-
ficed human victims." The cult of Melcarth also kept Carthage
in ¢lose relationship with Tyre, for it was customary to send a
tenth of the spoils taken annually to his temple in the parent
city. The earliest direct reference to religlous practice in

the history of Carthage 1s the mention of this custom by Just-

inus 22 when he speaks of Cartolo's meeting with his father, the
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general Malchus (550 B.C.) on his return from Tyre, "whither he
had been sent by the Carthaginians bearing the tithe of Heracles
from the spoils taken by his father in Sicily."

The Sicilian expeditions of 410-397 BC brought Greek gods to
carthage. The adoption was occasioned by the utter disregard for
these very gods, manifested by the Carthaginlian generals in
desecrating and plundering the Sicilian temples. The Greeks were
astounded by the insensibility of the Carthaginians in pillaging
unscrupulously those places which were, as a rule, respected
even by an enemy. Diodorus comments on theilr action after the
capture of Silenus thus:23 "These barbarians surpass all others
in thelr savagery; where others will spare those who flee to
the sanctuaries, out of respect for the gods, the Carthaglnians,
unlike their enemies, plunder the very temples themselves."

Again, after the fall of Himera, Diodorus felates 24 that the
Carthaginians "stripped the private homes of everything of value,
while Hannibal despoiled the temples and burnt them." Other
passages, too, have already been quoted from the same author in
connection with the description of Carthage, telling of the
exspoliation of the Sicilian temples and the transfer of their
treasures to Africa in the expeditions of 410 and 406 RC. Final=-
ly, during the siege of Sgracuse in 397, just before the begin-
ning of the plague which brought the third expedition to dis-
aster, Hamilco "seized the suburb of Achradina and plundered the

shrines of Demeter and Persephone," as Dlodorus recounts. 29
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Shortly afterward he abandoned his troops and fled to Carthage
in defeat; this desertion, as we have seen, aroused the Libyans
to revolt, and Carthage herself was threatened with ruin. Dio-
dorus relates the reaction that followed within the city:26

The gods were now obviously hostile to the Carthaginians, so
that at first they were terror stricken and begged the delty to
cease belng angry; but soon religious panic seized the entire
city, as each person anticipated in imagination its subjugation.
They passed a decree therefore, resolving to propitiate by every
possible means the gods whom they had insulted, and although
they had never worshlipped Persephone or Demeter before, now they
appointed the most prominent citizens as priests of their cult.
Then, after setting up statues of the goddesses with great
solemnity, they instituted sacrifices according to the customs
of the Greeks. Selecting the most cultivated Greeks in their
midst, they assigned them to the permanent service of the god-
desses.

Thus, about 396 BC, the patron goddesses of Sicily came to be
established at Carthage. The revolt that threatened the city
soon subsided and thls circumstance, probably attrituted to the
influence of the new deities, must have gilven an even greater
impetus to their cult. Moreover, it has been suggested that the
golden statue of Apollo, housed In its elaborate shrine near
the Carthaginian forum, was brought from Sicily during these
expeditions; whether Apollo was adopted as a foreign god and
worshipped at Carthage, and Tyre, according to Greek ritual, or
whether he was simply identified with one of the aspects of the
sun god, Baal, is not certain. At any rate, there is no doubt
that the Greek gods now received honors at Carthage that they

had never been paid before.

Did their cult become so popular as to seriously rival that
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hf the traditional gods, - Baal-Moloch, Astarte, Melcarth? There
is no positive evidence for such a change. Yet, from the negative
aspect, we know that the strict worship of Melcarth and lMoloch
had to be renewed at the end of the century when the Carthagin-
ians were threatened by Agathocles and turned to these gods for
protection. It 1s evident, however, that their cult had certainly
never been abandoned. Diodorus records the "reform" of Melcarth
worshlp at Carthage when Agathocles defeated her army and threat-
ened her existence about 309 BC:27

The Carthaginians, therefore, believed that this calamity had
been inflicted upon them by the gods, and adopted every means of
divine supplication. They thought that Heracles, the patron of
thelr colonies, was partlcular)ly angry with them, and sent a
great sum of money and a considerable number of very valuable
votive offerings to Tyre. Since they were originally a Tyrian
colony tihey had been accustomed in former times to send a tithe
of their gains there to the god; later however, when they amassed
great wealth, and thelr revenues increased tremendously, they
sent very little, losing respect for the god. Moved to repentance
by this calamity, therefore, they became mindful once more of all
the gods of Tyre.

From the text it i1s evident then that the homage paid to llel-
Carth had fallen into neglect and had to be revived at this time.
ie shall see later that the same was true of the cult of lLioloch.
There i1s some basis, therefore, for suggesting that the Greek
gods imported from Sicily became the popular objects of Carthag-
inian worship at least during the latter half of the fourth
century.

With the invasion of Agathocles and the return to lMoloch and

lelcarth, however, Carthaginian religion settled back into its

original mold, and no evidence of further change i1s noted. Ve
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may conclude then, that the religion of Carthage for the half
century before, and all through the Punic Wars, was charsacterist-
ically Phownicilan, centered about the Moloch-lMelcarth-Astarte
triad. There 1s evidence to suppbrt this conclusion, though 1t

is scattered and unsatisfactory.

Melcarth continued to receive his customary homage from the
Carthaginians. Silius Italicus depicts Hannibal as worshipping
nim at Gades:°8 "Thereafter he worshipped at the altars of the
god who bears the club, and loaded them with offerings lately
snatched by the conqueror from the fire and smole of the citadel
of Saguntum." And Polybius mentions the fact that one of the
Carthaginian ships used to convey the customary tribute to Mel-
carth at Tyre put in at the mouth of the Tiber about 264BC and
was hired to take Demetrius back to Syria:29 "Finding a Carthag-
inian ship that had carried sacred offerings anchored at the
mouth of the Tiber, he hired it. Such ships were specially se-
lected at Carthage for the conveyance of the traditional offering
of first fruits to their gods that the Carthaginians send to
Tyre." Thus the relation to Tyre and the offerings to lelcarth
must have continued up to the destruction of the cilty.

Silius represents Hannlibal as taking his famed oath against

the Romans at the altar of Dido, who, as we have said, was prob-
Pbly identified with Astarte (Tanlit) and worshipped in one of the
temples on the Byrsa. Besides testifying to the continued vener-

ation of this goddess at the time of the Punic wars, this passage
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is a typical Roman impression of Carthaginian religious rites in
5eneral:30

In the center of Carthage stood a temple, sacred to tre
spirit of Elissa, the foundress, and regarded with hereditary
awe by the people. Round 1t stood yew trees and pines with their
melancholy shade, which hid it and kept away the light of
reaven. ... Statues of mournful marble stood there,- Belus, the
founder of the race, and all the line descended from Belus. ...
"here Dido herself was seated, at last united forever to
Sychaeus; and at her feet lay the Trojan sword. A hundred altars
stood here in order, sacred to the gods of heaven and the lord
of Erebus. Here the priestess with streaming halir and Styglan
garb calls up Acheron and the dlvinity of Henna's goddess. The
earth rumbles in the gloom and breaks forth into awesome hiss-
ings; and fire blazes unkindled upon the altars. The dead also
are called up by magic spells and flit through empty space; and
the marble face of Elissa sweats. To this shrine Hannibal was
brought by his father's command; and when he had entered, Hamil-
car examined the boy's face and bearing. No terrors for him had
the Massylian priestess, raving in her frengy, or the horrid
rites of the temple, the blood bespattered doors, and the flames
that mounted at the sound of incantation.

Is the impression of cruel rites and globmy mystery merely
the product of prejudice and poetic imagination? This might be
conceded if we did not know the appalling reality of ioloch
worship, whose chief feature was human sacrifice, propitiation
of the god by burning human victims in his honor; and the

victims in which he especially delighted were well-born children.

III. Human Sacrifice

The Phoenician ancestors of Carthage had practiced this cruel
rite and passed 1t on with the rest of their religious system to
thelr colonies. The Carthaginians had made 1t so important a
part of their ritual that at an early date it became notorious

among other nations. About 490 B.C. Parius tries to use his
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influence to stop the practice, as Justinus records:5l"Envoys
came to Carthage from “arius, king of the Persians, bearing a
communication which forbade the Carthaginians to lmmolate human
victims." Apparently the step was ineffective, for Plutarch tells
usszthat about ten years later ™Gelon, the despot of Syracuse ,
after vanquishing the Carthaginians off Himera, forced them when
he made peace with them to include in the treaty an agreement to
stop sacrificing their children to Cronos." Yet the rite seems

to have been continued, at least in times of stress. During the
slege of Agrigentum in the Slicilian expedition of 406 B.C., the
plague carried off many of the Carthaginian troops, including
Hannibal, the general. His successor, Hamilco, regarded this as

a punishment because the Carthaginians had violated the tombs
outslde the city, and accordingly sought to placate the gods withH
sacrifice, as Diodorus relates :9°

When Hamilcar saw that the common soldiers were stricken with
religious fear, he put an end, first of all, to the violation of
the tombs. Then he sought to propitiate the gods according to
Carthaginiasn custom, sacrificing a child to Cronos and drowning
& number of victims in Poseidon's honor.’

There was a partial neglect of the worship of Moloch in the
years preceding the invasion of #tgathocles, as Diodorus will
show, but this very neglect brings out the full horror of the
rites, for it consisted in a decline, not in the number, but in
the quality of the victiﬁs. The nature of the "revival" of
Moloch worship in 309 B.C. emphasises all the more the heartless-

ness and perversion of the worshippers. Diodorus describes the
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revival, and the details of the ritual thus:34

They believed that Cronos was aroused against them too, bew
cause in former times they had sacrificed the sons of the arils-
tocracy to that god, but later they bought children secretly,
and after raising them, sent them as victims for sacrifice. But
an investigation was held and some of the victims found to be
supposititious. With these in mind, they beheld the enemy encampy
ed at thelr gates and were filled with religious fear that the
worship of their ancestoral gods had been neglected. They hast-
ened to rectify the carelessness by choosing out two hundred of
the noblest children and offering them in public sacrifice. No
less than three hundred others, ylelding to reproach, offered
themselves of thelr own accord. There were at Carthage brazen
statues of Cronos fashioned with outstretched arms inclined at
an angle so that the children placed in them rolled down and
fell into the flaming hollow within.

Some details of this inhuman rite as practiced privately are
added by Plutarch:9°

With full knowledge and understanding they themselves offered
up their own children, and those who had no children wuld buy
little ones from poor people and cut their throats as if they
were so many lambs or young birds; meanwhile the mother stood
by without a tear or a moan; but should she utter a single moan
or let fall a single tear, she had to forfelt the money, and her
child was sacrificed nevertheless; and the whole area before the
statue was filled with a loud noise of flutes and drums so that
the cries of walling should not reach the ears of the people.

Tertullian laments the heartlessness of the practice thus:56

Cum propriis filiis Saturnus non pepercit, extraneis utique
non parcendo perseverabat, quos quidem ipsi parentes sul affere-
bant et libentes respondebant et infantibus blandiebantur, ne
lacrimantes immolarentur.

The ancients in these passages speak eloquently enough of the
horrible reality of Moloch worship. That they fully appreciated
its revolting nature is already evident from what has been said.

Plutarch's comment is:57"Would it not have been far better for .-

the Carthaginians to have taken Critias or Diagoras to draw up

their law code at the very beglinning and so not to believe in
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any divine power or god, rather than to offer such sacrifices as
they used to offer to Cronos?"

The Carthaginians maintained this practice through the entire
course of their history with the possible exception of a single
period; it was neglected, as we have seen,- perhaps even dis-
continued for a time in the years before the invasion of Agatho-
cles, the same time which saw the introduction of Greek gods and
the decline of Ilelcarth worship. There 1s probably a causal re-
lation between these factors,- the introduction of Greek gods
and the decline of the Moloch-Melcarth cults. The Carthaginians
were always, for better or worse, a religlous people; they were
Semetic, their names,- Hannibal, Hasdrubal- had religious sig-
nificance, they glorled in images, temples, and shrines, they
were strongly influenced by religlous fear. If they neglected
their own gods, it was only because they had turned to those of
the Greeks. But then Agathocles appeared suddenly in Africa, de-
feated the Carthaglnian troops, encamped close to the city. The
Carthaginians must have felt that the Greek gods had failed-them,
or at least that something violent had to be done to pacify the
old gods whom they had neglected. Melcarth was loaded with offer-
ings, and the sacrifice to Moloch renewed with a vengeance.
Shortly afterwards they gained a victory over Agathocles. Their
exaltation took the same form ss thelr despair. Diodorus relates
that®8"he Carthaginians after the victory were sacrificing the

noblest of their captives at night as thanks offerings to the
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gods, emnveloping the victims with a great fire." Thus the prac-
tice of human sacrifice was renewed at this time never to be
abandoned until the destruction of the city. Quintus Cu#tius,
speaking of the worshlp in general, says:sg"Sacrum quoque, quod
quidem dils minime cordl esse crediderim, multls seculls inter-
missum repetendi auctores quidam erant, ut ingenuus puer Saturno
immolaretur, quod sacraligium verius, quam sacrum, Carthaginien-
ses a conditoribus traditum usque ad excidium urbis suae fecisse
dicuntur."

Though there is 1ittle direct evidence of human sacrifice
among the Carthaginians at the time of the Punic Wars, state-
ments like that 6f Curtius above leave no doubt that it still
prevailed. Silius Italicus alone presents a specific instance
as taking place at this time and, though the incident itself
may be fictitious, the practice in general was probably as he
describes it :%0

The nation which Dido founded when she landed in Libya were
accustomed to appease the gods by human sacrifices anmd to offer
up thelr young children,- horrible to tell- upon fiery altars.
Each year the lot was cast and the tragedy was repeated, re-
calling the sacrifices offered to Diana in the kingdom of Thoas.
And now Hanno, the ancient enemy of Hannibal, demander the
general'’s son, as the customary victim to suffer this doom
according to the lot.

The practice of human sacrifice was, in fact, so integral a
part of the Carthaginian religion, its necessity so deeply root=-
ed iIn the tradition of the people, that it actually survived the

destruction of the city and after the founding of Roman Carthage,
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was taken up again, persisting far into the Christian Era. Ter-
tullian, in his day, could write:41"Infantes penes Africam Sa-

turno immolabantur palam usque ad proconsulatum Tiberii.....Sed
et nunc in occulto perseverat hoc sacrum faclinus."

With the full horror of this dominant feature of Carthagin-
jan religion in mind, it is not difficult to understand how
Polybius could say without prejudice:%42"But the guality in which
the Roman commonwealth is most distinctly superior is, in my

opinion, the nature of their religious convictions."

IV. Spirit And Natlional Virtue

Applying the universal standards of prudence, justice, tem-
perance, and fortltude to the people of Carthage,- judging them
not by single instances but by established traits and by gener-
al statements of the ancients,- what can be said of their moral
character, of their national virtue?

First, in regard to prudence, 1t 1s evident that the Carthag-
inians could never have planned thelr government so efficlent-
ly, nor have ralsed themselves to the head of a vast commercial
empire, malntaining sovereign sway over the western Medliterran-
ean for centurles, without a great fund of native shrewdness and
Ingenuity. They were known for their subtiety and feared for
their ability to outwit an opponent by stratagem. Cicero; more-
over, remarks:45"Nec tantum Carthago habuisset opum sexcentos
fere annos sine consiliis et disciplina." Yet, prudent as they

were in the very practical matters of government, commerce, and
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empire, the Carthaginians were limited in thelr perception of
higher spiritual values, as has been pointed out before; they
were a religious people, 1t is true, yet their religion appar-
ently never arose beyond the level of fear and propitiation.
They were prudent as far as they saw, but thelr vislon never
plerced much beyond the material.

The sources have much to say against the Carthaginian sense
of justice. No other people In the anclent world acquired such
wide notoriety for faithlessness to agreements. "Punica fides"
was a synonym for Infidelity. It 1s certainly no more than fact
that Carthage broke international law in plundering temples and
tombs, that she oprressed her subject peoples with unjust taxa-
tion, that she betrayed her mercenaries and mistreated her gen-
erals. On this last point Diodorus is most specific, condemning
it as a maker of tyrants:44

The chief cause of this is the cruelty of the Carthaginlans
in dealing out punishment. They ral se their most capable men to
posts of high command in time of war, forcing them, as a rule,
to bear the whole responsibility. But when peace returns they
trump up charges against these very men, and haling them before
un just tribunals for fear of thelr power, overwhelm them with
punishments. This is why some of thelr leaders, out of fear of
judgment, desert thelr posts, w hile others turn to tyranny.

The Carthaginlans must have maintained a certain minimum of
justice in the ordinary conduct of state affairs, otherwise the
government could not have functioned so long without violent

revolt, as Cicero has pointed out. But certainly the evidence 1s

all against the posslibility of a high esteem, or a high degree
of Justlice among them,




145

The rapidity with which the “arthaginians alternated in times
of stress between deep despalir and frenzied exaltation bespeaks
a lack of restraint, of temperance, in thelr character. This
changé from one extreme to the other has been seen on the occa-
sion of Agathocles' invasion, when, after defeat, thelr fear
took a violent form, while after a subsequent victory the same
violence was manifest in their rejoicing. The trait is well
illustrated by the wild extravagances with which the Carthagin-

lans reacted to the Roman ultimatum before the Third Punic War,

vividly portrayed by Appilan: 45

Then followed a scene of blind, raving madness, like the
strange acts which the Maenads are said to perform when under
the influence of Bacchus., Some fell upon those senators who had
advised giving the hostages and tore them in pleces.....Others
treated in a similar way those who had favored giving up the
arms. Some stoned the ambassadors for bringing the bad news, and
others dragged them through the city. Still others, meeting cer-
tain Italians, who were caught among them in this sudden and un-
expected mischance, maltreated them in various ways,.....The
city was full of walling and wrath, of fear and threatenings.
People roamed the streets invoking whatever was most dear to
them and took refuge in the temple s as in asylums. They upbrald-
ed their gods for not even being able to defend themselves. Some
went into the arsenals and wept when they found them empty.
Others ran to the dockyards and bewailed the ships that had been
surrenderecd to perfidious men.....Most of all was their anger
kindled by the mothers of the hostages who, like Furies in a
tragedy, accosted those whom they met with shrieks, and reproach-
ed them with glving away their children against thelr protest,
or mocked at them, saying that the gods were now taking vengeance
on them for the lost children. The few who remained sane closed
the gates, and brought stones upon the walls to be used in place
of catapults.

There was, moreover, among the Carthaginians a marked ten-
dency toward luxuriousness, evlident in their clothing and decor-

atlon, the sumptuousness of their estates, and in the national
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institution of public banquets, analogous to the sysitia of
Sparta, as Aristotle remarks:46“Points in which the Carthaginian
constitution resembles the Spartan are the common mess-tables

of its Comradships corresponding to the Phiditia, etc....." Un-
like the stern purpose of the Spartan messes, which were instl-
tuted to promote military spirit, the public dinners of the
Carthaginians were organised by the "Comradships" evidently for
social purposes, and later took on the aspect of unofficial pol-
itical gatherings or caucuses, as can be inferred from Livy, who
speaks of Hannibal's attempt to arouse the Carthaginians to war,

47"Et primo in circulis conviviisque celebrata

after his exile:
sermonibus res est; deinde in senatu quidem....." What must the
table service have been at these banquets in the capital when
the drinking cups of Carthaginian officers in the field were
precious enough to satisfy a mutinous army of mercenaries in the
Sicilian expedition of 406 B.C.! Diodorus records49that Hamilcar ]
the general, "persuaded the soldlers to be patient for a few
days more and presented them with the drinking cups of the na-
tive Carthaginians as a pledge of his faith."

But the greatest Intemperance of the Carthaginians, what may
be called their predominant passlon, was avarice, which has been
1llustrated several times already, attested by the sources from
Aristotle to Polybius. It is enough to recall here the remark of
Polybius:49"At Carthage nothing which results in profit is re-

garded as disgraceful.”
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Though 1t was apparently true that, as Polybius asserts,SO

"the Carthaginians...depend for the maintenance of their freedom
on the courage of a mercenary force," and "Italians in general
naturally excel Phoenlclans and Africans in bodily strength and
personal courage," still the conclusion must be qualified by

two considerations: (in regard to the fortitude of the Cartha-
ginians) (1) At one period of their history they give evidence
of a general increase in patriotism and courage. (2) At times

of desperate crisis they were capable of an astonishing reckless
daring.

- The period during which public spirit may be said to have
reached its height among the Carthaginians extends roughly from
383 B. C., when the citlizens themselves were, for the first time
enlisted as common éoldiers in any considerable number, to about
308, when an entire citizen army turned out against Agathocles.
The detalls have been glven in di scussing the armies of Carthage
( vd, supra I E ). There it has been noted that 10,000native
Carthaginians took part in the expedition of 332 against Timol-
eon, and that in the first clash with Agathocles in Africa, the
Sacred Cohort made a brave stand in the face of defeat and the
loss of their leader. There is, then, more solid evidence of
courage and public spirit during this period than at any other
up to the time of the Third Punic War. Moreover, Aristotle, a
contemporary of this period, notes®lthat "among some peoples

there were even certain laws stimulating military valor; for
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instance at Carthage, wg are told, warriors receive the decora-
tion of armlets of the same number as the campalgns on which
they have served." This proves that the increase in valor was
not simply haphazard, but deliberately promoted by the govern-
ment; 1t i1s the only evidence we have of a positive attempt on
the part of the Carthaginlans to foster any of the national
virtues.

It may be noted that Carthage at this perlod,- the greater
part of the fourth century- is remarkable iIn several respects.
This is the Carthage which Aristotle knew, whose constitution
woh his esteem, whose promotion of valor he notes. The Carthag-
inians at this time manifest a nobler spirit, fight their own
battles, and even merit a word of praise from Diodorus for theilr
conduct after the battle of Cronium in 383 B.C.:52"The Carthag-
inlans bore their success like gentlemen, sending envoys to in-
vite Dionysius to come to terms." This period precisely saw the
imported gods of the Greeks rise in popular favor, and the old
practices of human sacrifice and Melcarth worship slip into de-
cline. Material prosperity, too, paralleled the rise in other
forms of culture; the city had been beautified with Sicilian art
at the end of the preceding century; during the long periods of
peace from 367 B.C. to 344, and again, after Timoleon, from 337
to the invasion of Agathocles in 308, commerce thrived and the
Carthaginian power in Slcllty expanded; the evident results of

thls prosperity can be seen in the richness of the countryside
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as Agathocles found it (vd. supra I C). All these considerations
point to this as the peak period of Carthaginian civilizatlion
and culture.

The changes which took place after the invasion of Agathocles,
- the return of the o0ld rellgious practices, renewed dependence
on mercenaries, the gradual break down of constituticnal balance
in the direction of oligardhy, etc.- have been discussed in thein
proper sections. What is iImportant for our purpose is the reali-
zatlon that the decline had begun almost half a century before
the first Punic War, so that 1t was not with Carthage at her
purest and best that Rome fought! rut with a corrupting civili-
zation and culture. by the time of the Second Punic War the
change was evident enough to draw from Polybius the remark:55

At the time when they entered on the Hannibalic War, the Car-
thaginian constitution had degenerated, and that of Rome was
better.....For by as much as the power and prosperity had been
earlier than that of Rome, by so much had Carthage already begun
to decline; while Rome was exactly at her prime, as far, at
least, as her system of government was concerned.

If then, Carthage at her height only approximates the relig-
ion and the courageous spirit of Rome, the breach between the
two iIn this respect must have been all the wider at the time of
the Punic Wars.

Instances have already been given of the desperate kind of
courage dlsplayed by the Carthaginians in time of unusual stress,
- that which inspired them, for example, to hold out so long
against overwhelming odds in the Third Punic War. Yet this cour-

age was not so much a fixed habit as a frenzied reaction, which,
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for its very desperation, was all the more dangerous.

From these considerations, then, we may conclude that the Car-
thaginians were never, in the last extreme, cowards; yet during
a single period only did thelr courage rise to. anything like the
stability of genuine fortitude.

Finally, Plutarch alone among the ancient authorities attemptd
a general characterization of the Carthaginians as a people. His
comment on their spirit is the only passage we have which aims

at telling, not what they did, but what they were. He describes

them thus:54

Quite different is the character of the Carthaginian people;
it is bitter, sullen, subservient to their magistrates, harsh to
their subjects, most abject when afraid, most savage when enrag-
ed, stubborn 1n adhering to its decisions, disagreeable and hard
in its attitude toward playfulness and urbanity. Never would
these people, 1f a Cleon had asked them to postpone the meeting
of the assembly on the ground that he had made sacrifice and had
guests to entertain, have adjourned the meeting amid laughter
and the clapping of hands; nor would they, when a quail escaped
from Alcebiades' cloak while he was speaking, have jolned eager-
1y in hunting it down and then have given 1t back to him; no,
they would have put them both to death for thelr insolence and
thelr flippancy, seeing that they banished Hanno on the charge
of aspiring to be tyrant, because he used a lion on his campaign
to carry his luggsage.

This characterization, though perhaps flavored by Greek bias,
is in general accord with the impression left by Carthaginian
religious practices. It is evident too that a people of 1little
restraint or regard for virtue, of few ideals above the material,
could hardly have enjoyed any great urbanity or freedom of spirif

The moral culture of the Carthaginians may be summarized thus:

I) Their religion, during most of their history, was that of

*
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their Phoenician ancestors, centering about the Moloch-lielcarth-
Astarte triad and characterized by one authority thus: "The char-
acter of Phoenicilan religion and of the people who held it was
at once impure and cruel."°d
IT) Their outstanding religious practice, at least in the
minds of the Romans and Greeks, was the sacrifice of thelr child-
ren to Moloch, a rite which continued to the destruction of the
clty, and beyond.
III) In point of virtue, the Carthaginians appear neither just
nor temperate, though they were certainly prudent in temporal
matters and capable of reckless daring under stress. Their spiritg

on Plutarch's authorlity, was sullen, cruel, unresponsive to

amenity.

V. Intellectual Culture

Only the most meager traces of an Intellectual culture sur-
vive, and these may be briefly recounted. The earliest recorded
fact of intellectual significance 1s a decree of the Carthagin-
ian senate quoted by Justinus,56"facto senatus consulto, 'ne quis

postea Carthaginiensis, aut litteris Graecis aut sermoml studeret

e

ne aut loqul cum hoste, aut scribere sine interprete posset.!"
The measure was occasloned by the discovery that a certain Sun-
iatus, "potentissimus ea tempestate Poenorum," had communicated
with Dionysius in Greek, attempting to betray the general Hanno
and the Sicilian expedition of 383 B.C.. The effect of the de-

cree must have been to cut Carthage off from the influence of
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Greek intellectual culture. Whatever there was of literature at
Carthage after that time would be thoroughly Punic.

That there was an interest in literature among the Carthagin-
lans 1s proven by the fact that they possessed collections of
books, which were distributed to the native African chieftalns
by order of the Roman senate when the city was destroyed. The
nature, extent, and value of these collections are unknown. One
work alone was deliberately preserved by the Romans,- Mago's
treatise on agriculture in twenty eight books. The esteem which
this work won from the Romans 1s attested by Pliny,57who men -
tions among other foreign authorities on agriculture "the Car-
thaginian Mago, whom our senata admired so much that when Car-
thage was taken and her libraries bestowed upon the African
chieftains, they decreed that his twenty eight books alone should
be translated into Latin, despite the fact that M. Cato had al-~
ready expounded the principles of the same subject." Varro testid
fies to the popularity of the treatise, which had merited the
supreme recognition of being translated into Greek; after list-
ing the most eminent writers on agriculture, he affirms:58

All these are surpassed in reputation by Mago of Carthage,
who gathered into twenty eight books, written in the Punic ton-
gue, the subjects they had dealt with separately, These Cassius
Dionysius of Utlca translated into Greek and published in twenty
books, dedicated to the prastor Sextilius.

And Columella adds the final word of praise,sg"paying greatest

reverence to the Carthaginian Mago as the father of husbandry."

In this type of literature, then, preeminence is ceded to a Car-
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thaginian author.

Sallust made ucse of some Carthaginian historical works, pre-
served probably by the Africans to whom they had been given:eo

What men inhabited Africa originally, and who came later or
how the races mingled, I shall tell as briefly as possible. Al-
though my account varies from the prevailing tradition, I give
1t as it was translated to me from the Punic books sald to have
been written by king Hiempsal.

Finally, the only Carthaginian work extant is the travel
account of Hanno, known as his Periplus, mentioned by Pliny6l
with another of the same nature: "Also when the power of Carthage
flourished Hanno saiied round from Cadiz to the extremity of
Arabia, and published a memoir of hls voyage, as dld Hamilco
when dispatched at the same date to explore the outer coasts of
Europe."

Agriculture, history, travel,- it 1s the type of literature
we would expect from a people occupled with practical matters.
Whether the Carthaginians ever produced much of aesthetic or
speculative value we cannot tell; their background and nature
makes it seem unlikely.

Finally, there is evidence that philosophy was cultivated.at
Carthage, at least in the final period of her history. Clitoma-
chus, who became head of the Academy in 129 B.C., was a native
of Carthage, where he had Instructed others in philosophy before
coming to Athens to study under Carneades. We know of him chief-
62

ly from Diogenes Laertius, who leaves the following account:

Clitomachus was a Carthaginian, his real name being Hasdrubal,
and he taught Phllosophy at Carthage in his native tongue. He had




15%

reached his fortieth year when he went to Athens and became a
pupll of Carneades. And Carneades recognizing hls industry,
caused him to be educated and took part in training him. And to
such lengths did hls diligence go that he composed more than
four hundred treatises. He succeeded Carneades in the headship
of the school, and by his writings did much to elucldate his
opinions. He was eminently well acquainted with the three sects,
- the Academy, the Peripatetics, and the Stoics.

From the fact that he found pupils at Carthage it i1s evlident
that the Carthaginians could not have been entirely indifferent
to philosophical pursults, though, again, there 1s no way of
determining the-extent of their interest.

This brief data, then,‘comprises the bulk of our knowlerige of
Carthaginian intellectual 1life. It would be rash to conclude
that this phase of thelr culture was therefore inconsiderable;
we would be judging them as nguel Johnson did the Athenlans
when he declared that they were barbarous because they had few
books. Yet, on the other hand, i1f the Carthaginlans had produced
anything comparable to the intellectual monuments of Greece and
Rome, 1t is not likely that such productions would have perished

utterly. Masterpieces, especially of literature, have a way of

surviving.
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II. References to Latin and English Authors

1 op. cit., 38.

4 De Rebus Gestis Alexandrl Magnil, IV,3,22.

S For a full discussion of Phoenician religion ef. A.H.
Sayce, The Ancient Empires of the East, London, Mac-
millan, 1883, 414 ff.

6 xvIIz,1l.

10 1n psalmos, XCVIII,14:
Regnum Coelestls quale erat Carthagini ! TUbil nunc est
regnum coelestis?

11 Apologeticus, XXIII; cf. Ch. III, note 10.

12 xvITI,s.

13 Sayce, 417; c¢f. also the note on Herodotus III,37 in
the translation of A.D. Godley (Loeb), London, Heinemann,
1928, 4 vol.

20 Punlca,III,20~31¢

Tumg quis fas et honos adyti penetralia nosse,
femineos prohlibent gressus ac limine curant.
saetigeros arcere sues; nec discolor ullil
ante aras cultusj; velantur corpora lino,
et Pelusiaco praefulget stamine vertax.
distinctis mos tura dare atque e lege parentum
sacrificam lato vestem distinguere clavo.
pes nudus tonsaeque comae castumqgue cublle;
irrestincta focis servant altaria flammae.
sed nulla effigies simulacrave nota deorum
mailestate locum et sacro implevere timore.

21l Naturalis Hlstoria, XXXVI,4:
Hercules, ad quem Poenl omnibus annis humana sacrifica-~
verunt victima...

22 XVIII,7:
.. a Tyro, quo decimas Herculi ferre ex praeda Sicili-
ensl, quam pater eius ceperat,...
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28 111,14-16¢

Exin clavigeri veneratus numinis aras
captivis onerat donis, quae nuper ab arce
victor fumantlis rapuit semusta Sagunti.

50 1,81-103:

Urbe fuit media sacrum genetricis Elissae
manibus et patrla Tyriis formidine cultum.
guod taxl circum et plceae squalentibus umbris
abdiderant caelique arcebant lumine, templum.
cessee Stant .marmore maesto
effigies, Belusque parens omnisque nepotum
a Belo series ......
ipsa sedet tandem aeternum conluncta Sycheo;
ante pedes ensis Phrygius lacet; ordine centum
stant arae caelique dels Ereblique potenti.
hic, crine effuso, atque Hennaeae numina divae
atque Acheronta vocat Stygia cum veste sacerdos.
Immugit tellus rumpitque horrenda per umbros
sibilsa; inaccensi flagrant altaribus ignes.
tum magico volitant cantu per lnania manes
excitl, vultusque in marmore sudat Elissse.
Hannibal haec patrio lussu ad penetralias fertur;
Ingressique habitus atque ora explorat Hamilcar.
non ille euhantls Massylae palluit iras,
non diros templli ritus:aspersaque tabo
limina et audito surgentes carmine flammas.

Sl X1x%,1:

... legati a Dario, Persarum rege, Carthaginem venerunt,
afferentes edictum, quo Poeni humanas hostias Immolare ...
prohlbebantur ... '

36 op. cit., IX.
39 1v,3,22.

40 1v,765-771:

Mos fuit in populils, quos condidit advena Dido,
poscere caede deos veniam ac flagrantibus aris,
infandum dictu ! parvos imponere natos.
urna reducebat miserandos annua casus,
sacra Thoanteae ritusque imitata Dilianae.
cul fato sortique deum de more petebat
Hannibalis prolem discors antiquitus Hannon.
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41 Loc. clt.: Modern archeological findings have dispel-
led all doubt of the reality of human sacrifice at Carthage
as described by the ancients. For an illustrated account
cf. B.K. De Prorok, "Ancient Carthage in the Light of Mod-
ern Excavation,™ National Geographic Magazine, XLV (April,
1924), 391-423.

43 De Re Publica, II, 48.
47 XXXIV,61.

55 Sayce, 417.

56 xx,5,13.

57 Nat. Hist., XVIII,S5:

... cul quidem tan tum honorem senatus noster habuit Car-
thagine capta, ut cum regulis Africae bibliothecas donaret,
unius eius duo de triginta volumina censeret in Latinam lin-
guam transferenda, cum lam M. Cato praecepta condidlsset.

58 pe Re Rustica,I,10: |

Hoc nobilitate lMago Carthaginliensis praeteriit, Poenica
lingua qui res dispersas comprendit libris XXIIX, quos
Cassius Dionysius Utlcensis vertit 1libris XX ac Graeca lin-
gua Sextillo praetorl misit.

59 pe Re Rustica, I,1,13: |
... verum tamen ut Carthaginiensem Magonem rusticationis
parantem maxime veneremur ...

60 Bellum Jugurthinum, XVII,7:

Sed quo mortales initio Africam habuerint, quique postesa
accesserint, aut quo modo inter se permixtl sint, quamquanm
ab ea fama quae plerosque optinet divorsum est, tamen utl
ex libris Punicis, qul regis Hiempsalis dicebantur,’ inter-
rretatum nobls est ... quam paucissimls dicam.

6l Nat. Eist.,II,67:

Et Hanno, Carthaginia potentlia florente, circumvectus a
Gadibus ad finem Arablae, navigationem eam prodidit scriptog;
sicut ad extera Europae noscenda missus eodem tempore
Hamilco.
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CONCLUSION

Dut of the mass ol details recorded by the ancients the
dominant factor of Carthagzinian civilization and culture appeér
clear and vivid. The study of the elements of civilization
has revealed the Carthaginian law was well formulated but
poorly enforced; the wisdom of the constitution of Carthage
was vitiated by outstanding defects in the national character -
venality, cruelty, expediency, factiousness. The strength of
that character, on the other hand, lay mainly in the keen
practical wisdom of the Carthaginians and their surprising
capaclty Ior reckless daring and flerce resistance in the face
of a crisis. Thelr civil character, then, was shrewd and
powerful, but defective in the higher qualities of magnanimity,
humaneness, unity of spirit, and fidelity to principle.

The study of Carthaginian culture i1llustrates, explains,
and enforces this general characterization. In keeping with her
nature as a merchant state, the material element was the most
highly developed in the culture of Carthage. The city itself
was impressive in its bulldings, strongly fortified, with
cleverly constructed harbors and rich adornments, the work
largely of [foreign craftsmen and artists. The agricultural
system of the surrounding countryside was a model for the
ancient world, and resources within the city were abundant

enough to last through many a long siege. The inhabltants were
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sharpply divided into four classes, with the wealthy merchants
in their luxurlous robes and jewelry occupyling an exclusive
position at the top. The large armies of Carthage were for the
most part a motley aggregation of mercenaries, though in times
of stress the citizens proved themselves capable of high
courage. But the strongest arm of the empire city was her
navy, which was magnificently equipped, but finally lost
because of neglect and false economy. With this she controlled
the entire Western Mediterranean, drawing from her colonies
and subjects along its shores vast revenues through trade,
taxation, and natural resources. Carthage established this
empire through conquest and a shrewd system of colonization,
held it by force of arms and economic sanctions, a common
coinage and a common religion, kept it exclusive for her own
gain. But this selfish purpose, pursued through overburdening
taxation and cruel exploitation, won her the hatred of her
subjects, provoked rebellion, and ultimately contributed to
her complete destruction.

The Carthaginians aroused the animosity of others than her
subject nations, moreover, by certain elements in her moral
culture. The gods of Carthage were Eastern deities - Moloch,
Astarte, Nelcarth, Eshmun - though there 1s evidence that she
adopted some of the Greek zods at one period of her history.
Her native gods were worshlpped with dark and secret rites,
among them the repugnant practice of human sacrifice. Judged

by the standard of the cardinal virtues, the Carthaginians
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were prudent in a limited, practical way, but failed badly
in justice; in fact, "Punica fides" became universally known
as the antithesis of justice and honor. The Carthaginians were
subject to wild extremes of fear and exaltation, luxurious,
and above all, avaricious. They were never cowards In the face
of danger, but only during one period - roughly from 380 to
310 B.C., and incidentally the same period that saw the intro-
duction of Greek gods - did they rise to anything like a
genuine spirit ot patriotism and fortitude. This, perhaps the
peak period of Carthaginian culture, had come to an end by the
time of the Punic Wars, and Rome fought a nation that had
slipped back into its inveterate vices, characterized by a
public spirit which Plutarch describes as sullen and harsh,
at one time abject in fear, at another savage in anger,
stubborn, disagreeable and hard.

There is 1little to be said of intellectual culture at
Carthage. Mention 1s made of large libraries, but only a few
meager traces remain, - a travelogue, the title of a treatise
on agriculture, a word about histories - which seem to indicate
a practical literature. And yet, toward the end of her
existence, there is evidence of an interest in philosophy at
Carthage, for Clitomachus came from there after having taught
for some years. It is not likely, however, from what we know
of their other cualitles, that the Carthaginians were much

concerned with speculation, or that they ever produced a great

literature, since little more than a title has survived the
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the test of time.

This, then, 1i1s the civilizstion and culture of Carthage as
portrayed by the writers of Greece and Rome. The picture is a
single, consistent whole, and offers in general a solid
historical basis for Chesterton'!s suggestion that the Punic
Wars were a clash of opposing cultures. To demonstrate this
in detall would require a careful comparison of Carthaginian
civilization and culture with that of Rome at the time of the
Punic Wars - a separate study in itself. The end of this
investigation 1s attained 1f Chesterton's impression of
Carthage 1s shown to be verified by the testimony of the

ancients. We sincerely hope that it has.

IJQDQS.
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