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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Origin and Background of the Problem 

This thesis is the outgrowth of a review of modern educational 

theories. It recognises the need for the realization of the functional 

value of these theories coupled with the possibility of their applica

tion in all phases of instruction in public high schools* 

Education has undergone many radical changes in the past few years, 

outstanding among which is the modified attitude toward the treatment 

of the child. Children are now recognized as respectable individuals 

in the social order who should be accorded the rights and privileges to 

pursue the happiness which is essential to their development and growth. 

This thesis is written in the light of this change. 

Every significant change in educational theory is destined to have 

its repercussion in planning instructional techniques and devices. 

Since child development theories have been revolutionized, it is obvious 

that the pedagogical factors relating to their development must undergo 

certain essential changes. This implies that there raist be changes in 

the curriculum. Hew kinds of subject matter must be selected; the in

terests of the learners should have an influential bearing on the choice 
i 

of the subject matter. Along with the changing curriculum, there must be 

interdependent variations in the methods of teaching. There is general 
) 

agreement that traditional methods of teaching, suitable as they may 
/ 

have been to an earlier social order, are not suited to the modern age. 



That the traditional school did its bit toward repressing interest and 

hampering growth is evident in the following descriptive passage from 

Pressey* 3 book, "Psychology and the Hew Education". 

"The school of old-fashioned design had inadequate lighting, 
no decent ventilation, unadjuotable desks, and sanitation 
was nothing to boast of. It was, in fact, an almost perfect 
environment for all children to contact every disease or 
disorder picked up by any member of the group. And the 
techniques of teaching imposed still further strain, es
pecially upon the eyes and generally, upon the whole body, 
because of the repressive discipline that forced children 
to sit still and work intensely at tasks often too difficult 
for them. Traditional schools neither understood nor had a 
program with reference to child development .*•*• 

Modern schools and methods of teaching have materially improved 

this situation. Formerly, emphasis was placed on teacher activities; 

new stress is placed on pupil activities. In the former schools, the 

teacher did the acting; in the latter, the student does the acting, 

vdth the teacher serving merely as a guide. The modern teacher seeks 

every means of using the role as a guide most advantageously. The 

realization of success in this role is inherent in the degree of re

sponsiveness exhibited by the pupils. The degree of pupil responsive

ness is dependent on teacher realization and utilization of pupil in

terests. 

According to Pressey, teachers can get children to do most when 

the child* s interests are known and these natural interests used in

stead of repressed.. It seams that a major problem of every teacher 

should be to find the interests of her pupils and relate the school work 

to these interests. In Pressey's language, "Such inter-relation wm 

S. L. Pressey — Psychology and the New Education — Harper and 
Blotters; Hew York, 1933* P» 5. 



taring manifold values for interest stimulates activity; the pupils think 

more about their school work and they have the joy of contributing to 

the class work. Moreover, the work is more interesting to the teacher. 

The recognition and application of certain important educational 

principles, or laws, enter into and affect the development of those  ̂-to 

and successful teachers who ever strive to relate school work to any 

overt interests of the learner. In the succeeding paragraphs, the task 

will be to present a discussion of the principle which bears most forcibly 

on this thesis, together with the implications for education. Moreover, 

an effort is made to contrast the conflicting principle which has sought 

to displace this principle as a guide to practice. It is desired that 

certain pertinent facts will contribute toward the justification of the 

subject chosen by the writer for study, and stimulate r»re than a passing 

interest of readers in following the principles upheld in these pages. 

If this is achieved, the .writer feels that the purpose underlying the 

selection of the subject for study and the result aimed at in the develop

ment and completion of the study may be more effectively realised. 

One of the fundamental laws of learning stresses the fact that in

dividuals tend to repeat those experiences which bring satisfaction and 

tend to avoid those experiences wliich bring dissatisfaction. Traditional 

teachers tend to disregard this law and its significant implications. 

On the other hand, progressive teachers are so keenly aware of pupil in

terests and aversions that they seem to see pupil satisfaction as a goal 

to be reached ultimately in the art of teaching. They are genuinely in

terested in the functional value of this law of effect in the art of 

—. 
Ibid, pp. 99; 379-380 



teaching front two standpoints, one of which is the quality of the ex

periences and the other is the degree of repetition. These progressive 

teachers* interest is in harmony with the changed attitude toward the 

education of youth for home, family and coraiunity life. It is also in 

keeping with the changed concept expressed by the old aadLon, practicing 

the right thing makes perfect. 

The traditional teachers feel, perhaps, the need for guiding 

pupils In selecting desirable practices but find it unnecessary to know 

whether these practices grow out of worthy pupil purposes that nay 

into useful educational objectives. In ignoring this theory of 

these teachers destroy the functional value of the activities performed 

by pupils. It is believed by modern teachers that if pupils see the 

relationship between school activities and their own natural or acquired 

interests, they may be inspired to perform worthwhile learning activities 

until there is sufficient evidence of the acquisition of skill in per

forming the activity. Gates, an eminent psychologist, feels that with 

the development of skill there is a corresponding increase in enjoyment 

of the learning activities. 

The writer feels that all persons concerned with the education of 

girls for bene and family life should feel the need for joining the 

progressive group for according to Ellen H. Richards, "Home Economics 
stand for -

. The ideal home life of today unhampered by traditions 
of the past. 

The utilisation of all the resources of modem science 
to improve the home life. 



The freedom of the home from the doudnaneo of things 
and their dio subordination to ideals. 

The simplicity in material surrounding which will 
free the spirit for the important, and parnanant in
terests of the hone and society. m1 

These sound, explanatory statements have great significance for 

hnmrraaTtjng teachers. They favor modernism and reject traditionalism, 

denounce dominance and uphold freedom and protect the tendency of some 

teachers to disregard human interests and aversions of pupils. Again, 

Mrs. Richards1 statements undeniably recommend the desirability of the 

pupils' obtaining satisfaction from experiences, which satisfaction 

trin be obtained only from those activities which are sufficient in in

terest to stimulate the pupils* desires on one hand and debar their 

aversions on the other hand. 

The fundaraentals of this law of effect are oncradlod in the philos

ophy of homanaking education. So, boraBraaking teachers may well feel 

wholeheartedly interested in utilizing this low in their teaching, for 

it increases the possibility of more intensive, intelligent activity on 

the part of pupils and the realization of desired Outcome for teachers. 

Probably, one method of entering upon, a study of the implications 

in this principle would be to determine the prevalent interests and 

aversions of girls, thirteen to eighteen years of age, who are enrolled 

in homomaking classes. These Interests in some phases and active dislike 

for others may be determined by each teacher for her particular group of 

T~ 
Written by Mrs. Richards fear the Mary Lowell Stone home economics ex
hibit and reproduced on the Sllen H. Richards memorial home economics 
calendar, 1933. 
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girls. Various methods of collecting data aire available, among wiiich 

are personal and group conferences aid question bases. Many researchers 

believe that information collected by such means is highly unreliable. 

On the other hand, the teacher may inconspicuously observe pupils and 

keep anecdotal records of statements which give insight into things 

that the pupils find enjoyable. This direct evidence and the evidence 

gained from pupils by means of a check list may be more reliable than 

the information gained from observation alms as a basis for deterraining 

ifhat the aversions and preferences are for the particular group of 

pupils studied. 

The determination of interests and aversions is important for many 

reasons, three of which are discussed in the following pages. 

Interest is important because it is thought to insure the amalga

mation of the new material with that gained earlier. If interest is 

not present, much valuable subject matter may remain isolated, mazy 

activities may be meaningless, and the purposes of education remain 
* 

unrealized. The presence of interest is an indication that a process of 

fusion with a larger background is underway. 

Furthermore, without interest, it is useless to expect significant 

results in the development of dispositions In other words, there is an 

aim-of purpose, "internal" to the learning process instead of imposed 

from without. This view, it may be mentioned in passing, has a special 

significance for character education. Training in specific acts of 

'The reader is requested to note that the terms interests and pref
erences are used interchangeably tlu-oughout the study. They are 
treated as synonyas because, as far as the present study is con
cerned, they moan the same tiling. 



honesty, truthfulness, and other traits may tend to mechanize conduct 

and create obstacles to progress unless such training is based on some 

fundamental disposition or interest, such as interest in the common 

good. This is an example of one fundamental general need for interest • 

Knowledge of pupil interests and aversions, also, indicates use

ful procedure for teaching. Scanty though the valid material may be, 

yet what there is of it is useful and enlightening. A knowledge of the 

pupils* interests and aversions can define for the teacher the nature 

of the learners and can warn her of the habits and mental attitude that 

may easily and indeed do frequently prevent learning. A great many 

problems in teaching, especially those involved in teaching attitude and 

appreciations right be lessened if pupils* interest and aversions are 

known and considered. This knowledge of pupil interests, which goes 

deeper than an understanding of the tilings pupils like and dislike, 

coupled v&th a thorough knowledge and application of the principles in

volved in education for home and family life, will ever maka for better 

learning and teaching. * 

In view of the fact that interest is such an important though oft 

neglected element, and, at the same time, vital in promoting a desirable 

type of learning, it was thought that a general study of interests and 

aversions might be educationally significant. | The analysis aid compari

son of the findings of the various schools represented may reveal the 

preferences of girls of the age—levels for which high school hrwresnairing 

is planned. The findings, also, may show some degree of uniformity of 

preferences in the different schools and, in addition, large areas of 



psupil interests and aversions in hooemking nay become evident. This 

information, in turn, nay provide a nor© adequate basis for making in

structional plans that are contributive to the pupils* fullest develop

ment through the promotion of present interests and the unfolding of 

undeveloped interests in horaemaking. 

This stuffy is limited to information given and opinions expressed 

by 74 of the vocational honenaking teachers listed on the Texas Home-

making Teaching Mailing List for 1940-41. 

The writer limited the study to vocational horaenaking teachers 

because her experience as a homamaking teacher had been secured under 

the supervision of the State Department of Vocational Home Economics. 

As a result, her interest leaned toward Vocational Hotaenaking. The 

exclusion of boys in this study is due to the fact that all bonenaking 

departments do not offer courses for boys. As a result, it was felt 

that this problem amid be developed best if it were confined to the 

study of likes and dislikes of girls for home and family life activities. 

More than one—half of the teachers participating in the study have their 

location in towns of the state of Texas. About one—fourth are located 

in cities, while the remainder,' one—fourth, are found in the rural areas, 

the majority of those being in villages and the minority in the open 

country. 

The material in this study is based mostly on the opinions of 

teachers of homesaaking who supplied the data for the study. The benefits 

of the study depend largely upon the quality of their opinions. 



Purpose of the Study 

This study does not undertake to make a corprohensive survey of 

the interests and aversions of pupil homcmaking. 

The primary objectives of the present study will be to answer the 
questions listed, 

1. What are the interests and aversions of high school mulls 
in honemaking subjects and activities? 

(a) What areas of homsraaking are most interesting to 
high school pupils? 

(b) What is the attitude of the hnmariairfr  ̂ pupils to
ward certain major responsibilities involved in 
boraesaking? 

(C) SSties?PUPilS I*eaCt' ^enereJJ^» toward housekeeping 

(d) Do pupils lite to use their homes as laboratories 
in order to acquire skill? 

(e) Are pupils interested in developing raan-tpqiaff|yp 
skill? 

( f )  D o  p u p i l s  w a n t  t o  a c q u i r e  m a n a g e r i a l  a b i l i t y ?  

(g) Do pupils prefer practical or theoretical problems? 

 ̂eating^"3' ^nterest3  ̂foo< ŝ £° deeper than the 

(i) What methods of cookery are preferred by pupils? 

2* ^Pf^±«1«LaBd sociological factors seem to affect these interests and aversions- •««»» 

(a) » what extent does the location of schools, whether 
of pu dls?'  ̂rura '̂ ®8am to i^uerice the interests 

(b) What possible influence does the age level of heme-
waking pupils have on their interests and aversions? 

3* rdLuea to be derived from the determi
nation of pupil interests and aversions? 
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These questions are considered paramount by the writer, and 

pertinent to the problem. Once the questions are answered, the writer 

hopes to be able to state some of the prevalent pupil interests and 

aversions in hamemaking subjects and activities as given by the re

spondents.- Having fulfilled this requirement, the ascertaining of 
#' 

characteristic attitudes and common problems may be altogether possible. 

Moreover, the writer will be in a better position to make generaliza

tions concerning oorae of the factors affecting pupil interests aid 

aversions. Finally, the writer nay make sons practical suggestions to 

teachers for making honiemaking, as taught in school, nor© interesting 

to the learner. 

It is recognized that this study will, of necessity, be valuable 

primarily to the participating schools. It is felt, however, that it 

nay contribute something toward that larger problem of determining 

what learning activities pupils like in order to try to use these likes 

in the task of teaching and learning in any practical school situation. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Numerous irrvestigatioaas in the field of homemaking instruction 

were examined by the writer, and those that seemed not closely re

lated to the present study were selected for review. Some of these 

studies give some insight into the interests of high school girls in 

homenaking. 

In 1927, Agnes Fay Morgan3- discussed the beginnings of homemaking 

education and the rise and decline in its progress. She suggested the 

following contributory causes for waning in the interests of high 

school girls in homemaking subjects: (1) duplication of methods and 

subject matter in succeeding grades; (2) too much emphasis on deferred 

values; (3) too little recognition of the psychology of high school 

girls, and (4) insufficient attention to the capitalization of modern 

scientific devices of general interest to young people. 

Morgan's findings are pertinently related to this study. They 

point out a need for knowing the interests of tba high schools and of 

using these as a basis for making instruction more likely to contribute 

to her general development and permanent interests in hooanaking. 

Florence H» Young^ nade a study in 1932 to determine the reasons 

for the loss of interests in high school subjects. Questionnaires were 

"'"Agnes Fay Morgan, "Value of Certain Home Economics Courses as a Means 
of General Education" - School Review 35, 518-29, September 1927. 

"Florence M. Young, "Causes for Loss of Interest to High School Sub
jects" - Journal of Education Research, 25s UG-15, February, 1932. 
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subedited to 651 college women. Of the total number of respondents 

to her questionnaire, thirty, or five per cent, named home economics 

courses# The principal reasons for the loss of interest are listed 

below with the percentages of students who advanced that particular 

reason: failure to see need of subject, 29 per cent; inability of 

teacher to 'put it across', 23 per cent; lack of foundation, 22 per 

cent; incompetent, ignorant teacher, 17 per cent. Ten per cent of 

the students maintained that the content of the course was lacking 

in interest, while 11 per cent stated that they preferred other sub

jects. 

Young observed that the findings of her study indicated the in

ability of students to analyze the basic causes underlying their 

lack of interest. It was noted also that the lack of practical vital 

curriculum content and the use of monotonous, ineffective methods 

appeared as important factors in the loss of pupil interest. 

Grace H, Bingeŝ  made an investigation in 1934 of pupil and 

parent attitudes toward high school home economics instruction in the 

Los Angeles high schools, and, upon the basis of the findings to 

evaluate the work offered, Ĉ estionnaires ware submitted to 197 

senior students and their parents and SI graduates and their parents. 

Her evaluation was based not only upon the analysis of pupil and 

parent attitudes toward high school homo economics, but upon the degree 

3 Grace M. Dingea, "A Study of Pupil and parent Attitudes Toward High 
School Home Econooics Instruction as a Basis for Evaluation of the 
•fork Offered" — (Master's Thesis) University of Southern California, 
1934, PP. S4-S6. 
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to which current practices fulfilled the objectives set up by recog

nized leaders in the field. Her findings are as follows: 

1, Practically all of the high school girls and tie grad

uates have hone duties and. the majority of then enjoy 

doing these tasks. The conroon duties are house clean

ing, cooking, and family marketing. 

2, Fifty-five per cent of the seniors hoped to engage in 

work requiring training in hoaeraaking, 

3, There is a recent trend toward greater recognition of 

skills and techniques, 

4, Emphasis in the aims of home economics is being placed 

on the development of understandings, appreciations, 

and attitudes. 

5, In both groups a large proportion of those taking 

dietetics, household management, and clothing con

sidered these courses especially helpful. 

6, The courses considered most helpful by the parents were 

foods, clothing, home management, and dietetics. Home 

nursing and child care were mentioned less, 

7, k frequent consent from parents was that home economics 

aroused interest in the care and beautification of the 

home. 
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Hary Beanai4, of Ball State Teachers College, Kuncie, Indiana, 

Hade a study of pupil interests in home activities in wiiich the fol

lowing sources of data wore usedt (1) tho writings of psychologists, 

club leaders, advisers, and others studying and working with girls; 

(2) reports were roads by sixty-six girls in grades ten, eleven, and 

twelve of their likes and preferences, with reasons for then; and 

(3) observations made by haras ©consoles teachers of pupils* interests 

as expressed in classroora and social activities* 

Socman's findings indicated age-grade differences due largely to 

growth. A tendency was observed for the interests to change from 

purely personal to social probleras, from. immediate to future satis

faction, and from vague desires to more definite wants. 

Her findings confirm the opinion, that the adolescent girl de

sires recognition and responsibility and wishes to organize her world 

efficiently and improve social conditions. 
5 Gaskell, Zevemer, and Nickell made a study in 1940 to measure 

the change of attitudes toward some phases of honenaking in Iowa State 

College. The study included an undergraduate honenaking group, com

posed of two sections, a group of graduate students, and a selected 

group of narried women. 

 ̂Mary Beeraan, "A Brief Study of Interests of High School Girls in 
Homo Activities" - Journal of Hone Economics, 21s 900-4, December, 
1929. 

5 Hnrold Gaskell, Evelyn Zervemer, and Pauline Kiekall, "The Measure
ment of the Change of Attitudes Toward Some Phases of Hotaenaking" -
Journal of Home Economics, 32: 173-1B0, March, 1940. 
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Several measurement scales were developed on the basis of rela

tively complete compilations of random expressions, chance remarks 

and direct statements of attitudes toward honenaking. These were used 

as instruments of measurement in deterroining the attitudes of the 

groups studied toward hamonaking* 

The ultimate objectives of the study, as listed by the investi

gators, were to enable the student to realize the possibilities of 

developing a complete philosophy of hcraemaking, and to aid the home 

management house adviser to improve techniques for dealing with indi

vidual students, and building the program for the hone nnnngorr*nt house* 

The fourteen homeoaking areas ware considered separately* The 

attitude of each group toward these phases was measured* 

A review of i*e study shows that there was a similarity of reaction 
* 

on the part of the two undergraduate sections of the groups studied as 

to categories of children and family relationships. Each of these 

groups was uninterested in these two phases of family life. They favored 

home planning and furnishing, clothing and related problems, foods and p 

hospitality* Agreement, hearty agreement, and indifference were the 

teres used to ejqaress the attitude of parsons toward the phases of horae— 

making. Hero :r agreement" than "hearty agreement" responses were regis

tered by juniors and seniors, while freshman and sophomore groups re

versed tliia order. The variations of response between the groups of 

graduate and married women ware more marked than the variations of the 

large undergraduate groups. Hie graduate group consistently tended to 

endorse all statements pertaining to the responsibilities of homomaking 
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with "hearty agreement" or "hearty agreement" nor© often than the 

married women. In other words, they were inclined to show the rqp-nn 

attitude toward each phase. They were interested in family spending, 

household buying, and consumption problems. The married group gave a 

larger number of responses of "indifference" toward the statements con

cerning family spending and household buying than did the graduate 

students, but to all of the other phases the married women gave feasor 
> 

responses showing indifference. The areas in which the married women 

expressed most interest was child development, family relationship, 

and foods and health. 

The findings of this study indicate differences, apparently due 

to the status and growth, and they make it possible to compare the 

interests of high school girls with those of more advanced age groups. 

They, also, make it possible to observe the changes in attitude as 

growth proceeds and education for home and family life progresses. 

Finally, tho phases in which permanent interest in homemaking is likely 

to be developed was revealed. 

In the light of what lias boon stated in these studies and the 

relatively small field covered there is an indication that Tittle has 

been accomplished in the matter of interest studies in homemaking. The 

field is still an open one, and much remains to be done in order to 

know more about the interests of high school girls in homemaking. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OP PROCEDURE 

A questionnaire was constructed which included ouch items as were 

considered necessary to use in determining the interests and aversions 

of high school pupils in hoDeroaldng. The questionnaire was drawn up 

and checked carefully by the writer, and then submitted to a group of 

graduate students for suggestions* These suggestions were used as a 

basis for revision* The revised questionnaire was discussed with the 

writer'3 adviser and additional changes were made. As a result of these 

discussions and changes, the final form was devised. 

Each fall the State Department of Vocational Education sponsors 

conferences for vocational honiemaklng teachers. It was felt by the 

writer1 s adviser that this would be a convenient time to pre sent the 

questionnaire to the teachers* In line with this suggestion, the 

questionnaire had its first presentation in a 1941 conference held at 

Prairie View State College, Thirty-three teachers supplied the desired 

information during this meeting. It was later submitted to sixty-seven 

additional vocational homenaking teachers, some of whom were contacted 

by nail, mid others by personal conferences. Forty-three of this last 

group replied by returning the questionnaires. A period of four days 

lapsed between the first and second presentation of the questionnaire. 

There was a 3pan of six weeks between the presentation of the 

questionnaire to the second group and the return of the questionnaire 

by the respondents. ^Each return was reviewed carefully to determine 
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whether it furnished the information requested. The forms which were 

properly filled were chocked and filed; the forms which lacked complete 

information were sent hack to the boraemaking teacher with request for 

the desired information. An interval of one week expired before an 

questionnaires were received again by the writer. 

On the whole, these data were considered satisfactory evidence to 

real!zse the purpose of the study. The returns from the seventy-four 

vocational homemaking teachers furnished an appreciable insight into 

existing interests and aversions among high school pupils in home aking 

subjects and activities, revealing as they did none of the characteristic 

attitudes of pupils of the age levels enrolled in hooenaking and leading 

to recognition of some common problems. 

In order that the data right be rendered more organic and revealing, 

those teachers who were available were interviewed. Central items in

cluded in the questionnaire and related items were discussed fully with 

each available participant. Anecdotal records were of each far-

reaching and impressive statement. A feasible number of these records 

are included in the appendix under Exhibit D. These interviews served 

to give explanation and clarity to the facts as they cams in the ques

tionnaire. In order that the picture might be rendered more complete, 

informal group discussions were held with several horaeraaking teachers. ~ 

During these discussions, general information relating to the study was 

gathered. Important notes were made for future reference. 
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CHAPTER 17 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF DATA 

Included in this study is an analysis of the answers of seventy-

four vocational hononaking teachers. The conpilatioxi sheet was studied 

diligently, and in the light of the information secured from the re

spondents, the most significant aspects of the study were determined. 

The compilation sheets were studied first to determine the relation

ship between the variables studied. For example, the relationship be

tween the size of the community and existing preferences and the relative-

ness of the ago levels of the pupils represented in the study, and the 

interests, aversions or indifferences noted by the teachers. The tabu

lations were studied further to discover what aspects of the data seemed 

to be of special significance. 

On the basis of the analysis of the tabulations, largely, decisions 

wore made as to the amount of detail to be included in the study, and 

the says were determined by which the data could be presented to obtain 

a comparable and comprehensive picture of the interests and aversions 

of homemakLng pupils in the subjects and sooe of the activities included 

in the curriculum for preparation for home and family life# 

The value of a questionnaire study may be judged in terms of 3uch 

factors as the accuracy and completeness of the returns, and the extent 

and representativeness of the sampling. For the information of readers 

who are interested in these factors, as found in making this study, 

specific evidence is furnished on each of the points mentioned. 
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The writer made every effort to obtain retains which were as cora-

plcte and accurate as possible* The horaeroaking teachers were asked to 

read each it en carefully before answering in fall- They were, also, 

urged to either print or write plainly in order that their answers 

would not be ni3irvtorpreted. The teachers conformed to the request in 

an admirable way- The questionnaire returns were not complete in every 

instance, but they ./ore considered sufficiently complete, as a whole, 

to furnish the desired evidence. It appears from, the total evidence 

cited that no serious question nay be raised about the accuracy of the 

returns. There is, of course, a possibility of Idas arising from the 

iiaconpletenes3 of the returns. A partial check suggests that, although 

this possibility exists in the data, it is not very probable that the 

facts actually reported by the group canvassed would depart markedly 

from the findings had all the questionnaires been returned and the in

formation completely supplied. 

The adequacy of the questionnaire returns may be judged from the 

following evidences The questionnaire was sent to 137 vocational home-

making teachers on the official mailing list of tha State Departrasnt 

of Vocational Education. Returns were received from seventy-four of 

these schools « All of the returns were usable- According to the en

rollments reported by these teachers, 3*370 pupils were enrolled in the 

homeraaking departments of the schools represented in this study. 

In view of the fact that seventy-four of the questionnaires sent 

out were returned, there is no question of inadequacy of the sampling 

from the standpoint of numbers-
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Some loading investigators advance the idea that a sampling in

volving half or nare of a particular population night wall be taken 

as representative of the total group from which it was drawn, and con

clusions based upon it would be applicable to the total group, 1ft© 

Directory for the State Vocational Homeraaking Teachers for 1940-J+l 

listed 137 teacher3; seventy-four of these teachers participated in 

this investigation. This sample is raore than half of the total group 

from which it was taken; therefore, the returns may be considered 

representative. 

The schools which were included in this study are located in rural 

and urban areas in Texas. The ca nunity designations used in referring 

to the size of the communities in this report follow the classifications 

of the United States Census, Under this classification the on 

"urban" is applied to communities of 2,500 population or core, and 

"rural" to co canities of less than 2,500. 1ft© category rural includes 

"villages" and the "open country". For the purpose of this study, urban 

includes towns of various sizes and small cities. This division does 

not follow the general sub—division of the category "urban" In the 

United States Census, 

Of the L.otsl number of seventy—four schools, there were fourteen 

located in the rural districts with two of this number in the open 

country, and the remaining twelve in snail villages. These schools 

comprise percentages of three and sixteen, respectively. The number of 

schools located in cities was somewhat larger; there were sixteen city 

schools representing a percentage of twenty-one. This number was 
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doubled by the number of schools found in towns, for the review of 

the questionnaire shews forty-four of these town schools which con

stitute 60 per cent of the total number of schools in the study# 

The availability of information from rural, town, and city 

schools permitted the writer to secure information concerning pupils 

in each type of comraunity rather than confining the work to one type 

of community alone; consequently, a truer picture of student aversions 

and interests can be presented. 
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Fig* 1* Nuiaber of Schools in the Different Size of Corxxinitiea 
Studied. 

153© siao of the oorramitioa in which schools trans located appeared 

to have had a definite influence on the prevailing interests and ever-

siona. A raajorlty of the rural pupils helped with the gardening and 

the preservation of foods for future us®. am-thelm, the popUs in 

Hi*Bl sections Showed a tendency to have little interests in fbods 

other than in the jrodactioci and consumption. 



The number of pupils of loans and cities who seemed interested 

in home production and preservation of foods was negligible. With 

the increase in the size of area of habitation there 5s a decrease in 

the percentage of pupils engaged in canning and gardening. The 

interest in foods and hospitality, however, seered to increase with 

the size of the area. 

The pupils in the rural areas, on the other hand, were less in

terested in family relationship than the urban draellsrs. Rural life 

is considered more conducive to the development of a strong family 

unity than urban life.2- In view of this fact, one would assume that 

the rural pupils would be more interested in this phase of horaemaking. 

The pupils in the rural sections seemed to have had greater in

terest in cliild care and guidance than the urban group, while neither 

the urban nor the rural group seemed to show much interest in home 

nursing. 

In urban sections, the interest of the pupils, in pairing the heme 

more sanitary, convenient, and attractive, exceeded that of the non-

urban sections. The writer believes that this evident lack of interest 

in the home beautifi cation and sanitation exhibited by pupils in rural 

sections is not genuine, but it probably occurs as a result of a lack 

of sufficiently satisfying interiors and exteriors. The writer has 

found that this contact usually inspires a greater interest in making 

the home more livable. 

J  — 
H. A. Bullock, "The Texas Negro Home: Tte Status of Its Social-
Beonamie Organisation" - Proceedings ofTEe Twelfth ESucaGonaT" 
Conference, Prairie View College Press, Prairie View, Texas, 1941, 
P. 19. 
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The pupils in the towns and cities studied did not seem to ex

hibit an appreciable interest in home management, according to the 

observations of the teachers. The interest shown in home management 

by pupils living in the open country and villages TO strikingly 

similar. 

Figure 2 shows the number of pupils and their locations, whose 

interests and aversions in homomaking provided the data studied 

through the questionnaire returns. 

Figure 1 showed that these pupils are enrolled in schools in open 

country, in villages, in towns, and in cities; tewrever, the present 

figure is concerned, not only with the portrayal of their locations by 

school3, but also with the total number enrolled in each type of school. 
0 

Specifically, tliS figure reveals that, of the total number of 

pupils, fifty-five are enrolled in schools located in open country; 115 

are enrolled in schools located in small villages, 1,320 are enrolled 

in schools located in towns, and 1,880 are enrolled in schools located 

in cities. 

Evidently, the more urban the school location, the larger is the 

number of students enrolled in the hcsaaaaidng classes in the school. 

On this evidence is based the conclusion that this 3tudy deals with a 

number of pupils outnumbering, to a noticeable extent, the number of 

town pupils; likesd.se, that the number of city pupils is more than ten 

times the lumber of small villagers, and approximately twenty times 
IHftQH \ A kjf 3 - \ d F > •-

the number of open country pupils who are a part of thin study. 
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Itomber Cities Towns Villages 
Open 

Country 

Figure 2. Distribution of 3,370 Horaenaking Pupils, according to 
size of Area of Habitation. 
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It is not known what factors ware the moat significant in deter

mining the enrollment of pupils in horaeroaldng classes; however, the 

evidence indicates a positive relationship between siae of the community 

and the number of pupils regi stering for haraonaking. 
t 

Variations in the number of girls receiving haraamaking training 

varied from town to town just as it did xihoti comparing towns with either 

cities or villages. Soma schools have large numbers of hcaaeraaldng 

pupils, whereas in others the number is exceedingly snail,. In I to ton 

High School, Orange, Texas, an enrollment of 433 horaenaldLng pupils was 

reported; whereas, in Sauney Chapel High School, at Chapel Hill, Texas, 

an enrollment of twenty pupils was reported. 

One section of the questionnaire dealt with the phases of home-

making which the pupils liked best as well as the phases which seemed 

to be most popular. This section was designed to determine, if possible, 

the attitude of pupils toward homenaking content. 

Homeaaking content, for the purpose of this study, was classified 

according to eight major topics or areas: Child development, clothing, 

foods and hospitality, health and home nursing, personal grooming, and 

hoc® management. 2 

Pupil attitudes toward homeriaking content is revealed to sor® ex

tent by some statements developed from the data tabulated. These data 

seem to 3how that personal grooming was the favorite phase of honersaking. 

o 1 
Otter classifications of homemaking content have been mads. These 
major headings were decided upon as sufficiently descriptive and 
commonly enough used to give some assurance of uniform, interpretation 
by teachers. 
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It was usually outlined as a part of the units in clothing; therefore, 

this unit would probably have ranked first if personal hygiene and 

groaning had been combined with it in the questionnaire* However, in 

this study, the two divisions were checked separately. 
A 

The eight major areas of haaemaking discussed in the present study, 

usually consist of more than one aspect of a subject* It was the de

sire of the writer to determine, in a specific instance, which part of 

a unit was most interesting to pupils. The instance cited above is the 

only example the writer has to present as the procedure was not followed 

in considering the other seven areas* 

The units in Foods and Hospitality proved to be preferable. Con

trary to the opinion expressed by some individuals, the pupils' interest 

in food goes deeper than the eating involved. Question 14 in the question

naire was included to determine whether pupils manifested an interest in 

foods more significant than the mere eating involved. According to some 

of the teachers* coiaaents, which were advanced voluntarily, the pupils 

did not seen to begrudge the extra work guests entailed. 

Units In personal and group relationships were, seemingly, well 

liked. One reason advanced for this conclusion, when listed by teachers, 

was that pupils got along better with other people after completing their 

unit of school work. It seams that pupils began practicing procedure 

learned in this unit of school work, which mads them better members of 

a group. Pupils, usually, neither repeat experience nor practice procedure 

repeatedly which do not give satisfaction* Herein, probably lies tte 

"3 
Hollis L. Caswell and D. S. Campbell, Curriculum DavaXnpmant, 
Book Company, Now York, 1935} pp. 97-102. ^— 
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basis for tills conclusion. Another reason which teachers mentioned 

was pupil ecqxresaiona which showed that they experienced greater en

joyment fron the company of their family mssabera and others after 

studying personal and group relationships. 

Hone management and hone beautification were, also, considered 

interesting phases of education for home and family life. Indications 

of this interest were manifested at school and in the hemes of pupils 

enrolled in those phases. The enthusiasm with which many of the pupils 

undertook and completed home projects growing out of these units was 

mentioned as one cue to their interest in those phases of homsraaklng. 

Pupil participation in making honeaaaking departments more attractive 

and convenient was mentioned as another decided indication of this in

terest. The assistance rendered by pupils in the management of the busi

ness of their respective households and at school under the teacher's 

supervision were, also, given as reasons why the teachers felt that 

these were worthwhile ptoses of horaenaking to the pupils. 

Child development was considered as one of the units which was 

liked less by the pupils. The writer was unable to determine the 

reasons for the lack of interest in this unit, as the teachers did not 

coroant on this item. It is interesting, however, to note in this con

nection, that in a recent study made in Houston and Lebanon, Missouri 

pertaining to the interest of women, expressed interest was child care 

and training. They were especially interested in the social, mental, 

and emotional development of the child. 
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Table I shows the preference of pupils for horaeoaking phases 

according to the judgment made by their teachers. The phases are 

not listed in the order of preferences by the group included in in

vestigation, but personal grooming, foods and hospitality, clothing, 

and personal and group relationships were four phases Thick ranked 

high in frequency of listing. Home planning and furnishing and hoc* 

management ranked n xfc in order of interest to pupils. Child develop

ment and home nursing received the lowest frequency of mention of all 

units listed. 

TABLE I 

PUPIL PRSF3RJ3JCB8 IN KCKBfAXZKi HiASES 
IN 74 VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS IN TEXAS IN 1941-42 

Ho# ol Teackers No. Teachers 
Choice of Hooaraaking Finding Not Find Not of Teach

Phases Small 
Extent 

Large 
Extent 

ing Report
ing 

ers 

Foods and Hospital
ity 28 46 0 0 74 

Clothing 19 42 13 0 74 

Personal Groaning 14 60 0 0 74 

Health and Heme 
Nursing 6 1 66 1 74 
Haas Planning ard 
Furni ailing 28 AO 6 0 74 
Hone Management 4 40 20 10 74 
Personal and Group 
Relationships 4 42 17 U 74 
Child Development 21 5 42 6 74 
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A section in the questionnaire pertained to toe age levels of the 

pupils reported by to© respondents. This section was designed to de

termine the average ages of the pupils involved in toe study and the 

significance of toe age levels to evident preferences and aversions. 

The ages which occurred noat frequently among homamaking groups 

were 1$, 16, and 17 years. The range of years represented, however, was 

from 13-21 viith a mean of 17 years. 

In this section designed to determine the attitude of girls toward 

homeoaking subjects, evidence was given concerning the general interest 

of high school girls in the various areas of "homeEiaking. According to 

the respondents, the girls showed more interest in personal grooming 

than in the other divisions. In other wards, the chief interest of the 

total group was centered in a unit which largely stressed the personal 

element and, therefore, involved a large number of personal problems. 

The schools in which the average pupil age was 15*5 to 16 or 

younger leaned heavily toward personal problems. In the school© in 
t 

which the average pupil age was 17.5 or 18.5 or older, the interest 

tends to change from personal to larger problems. Worthy home member

ship which includes the worthy use of leisure time, received the highest 

frequency of mention in this age level. Home planning and furnishing 

and home management ware other areas of homer taking in which the teachers 

of groups who, largely, fell in this age level reported a high interest 

on the part of their pupils. The teachers who either reported a fair 

percentage of, or a larger number of, older pupils reported more interest 

on the part of their pupils in child development and home nursing than 
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any of tho other teachers contacted. The younger group did not like 

home management, kcoo nursing, child developoont, and homo membership 

units. These units consist, largely of social or other group problems 

and the mean of the group studied is 17; therefore, this probably ac

counts for the fact that these units received a lower frequency of 

mention than those of tho areas of hoswraki.ng which include more of the 

personal element. 

These age-grade differences in high school girls are probably due 

largely to growth. Difficulties are encountered in giving further con

sideration to this frujtor because of the inadequacy of knowledge 

various stages of growth and their implications. Judgment, as critical 

as possible when based on uncontrolled observation, should be used to 

give this factor consideration in developing programs of vork for par

ticular situations. 

An aspect, of tho study which the writer considered noteworthy ens 

the attitude of homemaking pupils toward some of the leading activities 

involved in homenaking* These include housocloaning, gardening, canning, 

and dishwashing. Of course, there are laany other important activities, 

but at this time those mentioned are the only household responsibilities 

under discussion here. 

Table II shows the attitude of iKirjonaking pupils toward the major 

activities mentioned above. According to the table, sixty teachers, or 

81 per cent of the group, felt that their pupils enjoyed housekeeping, 

sod fourteen, or 19 per cent of them, observed a lack of enjoyment of 

these activities on tho part of the pupils. These figures show that 

most of these pupils do not object to the work involved in house cleaning. 
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According to the same table, five teachers, or 7 per emit of the 

group, felt that their pupils showed no signs of aversion to dish

washing. On the other hand, sixty-nine, or 93 per cent of the teachers, 

noticed a dislike for dishwashing existing anorig their pupils. Accord

ing to the reports of the teachers, some had observed a pronounced 

aversion for dishwashing on the part of many of their pupils. In 

answer to the question concerning the per cent of pupils following cor

rect procedure in dishwashing, the mean per cent was 60.5. This fact, 

probably has some bearing on the attitude of the pupils toward this 

activity. 

In considering gardening and canning, the picture looked more en

couraging. forty-nine, or 66 per cant of the teachers, had reason to 

believe that their pupils liked gardening, and twenty-five, or 34 per 

cent, reported a dislike for gardening existing among their pupils. 

With reference to canning, fifty, or 68 per cent of the teachers be

lieved that pupils wore interested in canning surplus foods. On the 

other hand, twenty-four, or 32 per cent of the teachers, were of the 

opinion that their pupils did not enjoy canning. In view of these find

ings, it may bo assumed that the larger number of pupils enrolled in 

homsmaking classes like canning. 
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TA3I£ II 

ATTITUDE OF PUPILS TOWARD CERTAIN MAJOR ACTIVITIES 
IN HOMEKAKHK} 

Inte -estod 
Cent Buobor Per Cent Activity Higaber Per Cent 

Hoasedeaning 60 31.00 14 19*00 

7.00 69 93.00 Diafewashing 5 

Gardening 49 66.00 25 34.00 

Canning 50 68.00 24 32.00 

It seerrcd desirable to know the attitude of pupils toward house-. 
i 

keeping, or the general care of the hone. The findings seora to indi

cate that homonaldLng pupils en^oy carrying out the general principle8 

and practices they have learned in the education for hone and fairdly 

life. According to the tabulated data nine, or 12.2 per cent of the 

teachers reported that their groups showed a significant lack of in

terest in housekeeping, and forty-six, or 62.1 per cent reported that 

their pupils did not show a lack of interest in housekeeping, and nine

teen, or 25.7 per cent of the teachers did not answer. The reason for 

the failure to answer this section of the questionnaire is not known. 

The writer nade an effort to secure complete infonaatdem an this and 

other items that were cither incompletely answered or omitted entirely. 

In spite of this effort this section is not complete. 

Table III shows the attitude of pup} 1 s toward housekeeping. 
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TABLE IH 

ATTITUDE OF PUPILS TOWARD HOUSEKEEPING 

Number 
of Degree of Interest of 

or Aversion Teachers 
of 

Group 

Non-int erested 9 

46 

12.2 

Interested 62.1 

Attitude unknown 19 22.7 

Figure 3 shows the degree of interest in performing housekeeping 

duties properly, which exist among pupils studio! in the 74 schools. 

These pupils are grouped as deeply interested, nildly interested, non-

interested, and not stated. 

Practically one-half of the pupils in these schools fall in the 

group of those who are deeply interested. This group coâ rlses the 

largest number of pupils for there are thirty—six in number. The n*yr». 

group, those who arc mildly interested, in second size. ere 

twenty-five of those pupils. The third group, pupils non-interested, 

shows an encouraging decline in number. This group is only ten in number 

and constitutes loss than a seventh of the total number studied. The 

final groups in the chart are the groups who failed to state pupil's 

interest in performing housekeeping duties properly; consequently, no 

insight of whether their attitudes are interested or non-interested in 

proper housekeeping procedure is known. This last group was also snail, 

three in number - a representation of less than one-twentieth of the 

total number answering the questionnaires. 
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Deeply Interested Deeply Interested 
u_ 

Mildly Interested Mildly Interested 

Hon-dnt erected Hon-dnt erected 

Not Stated 

2 6 /O /<J- /& 2Z. 26 30 3+ 
p 

Figure 3. Chart Shorting the Degree of Pupil Interest in Performing 
HoneraaldLng Duties. 

Of special significance was the attitude of pupils toward, 

practice. According to Table IV the attitude toward hare practice is 

favorable. In a very few instances an unfavorable attitude was dis

covered by the teachers and indifference to hose practice was almost 

lacking. 

On the basis of these findings, one nay assurre that pupils 

realize that hose practice is essential in becoming expert in separat

ing egg whites, making quick breads, preparing attractive and appetiz

ing special dishes, and other jobs in which practice is necessary to 

proper development and outcomes. Probably, this is one factor which 

accounts for the decided interest shown in practicing the information 

learned in class in order to become sftrfnfwi. 
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ATTITUDE OP PUPILS TOWARD HOME PRACTICE 
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Pupil Attitude 
Teachers* Finding 

Pupil Attitude Number Per Gent 

Favorable 60 81 

Unfavorable 20 13 

Indifferent U 5 

In Figure 4> is provided information concerning the per cent of 

hwaemaking teachers too reported on the extent of student interest in 

developing manipulative skill. 

Through studying this figure, an analysis of pupil interest in 

manipulative skill existed only to a small extent. These twelve repre

sent 16.2 per cent of the matar studied; whereas, the forty-three 

teachers indicating pupil interest to a large extent represent 58.1 per 

cent of the nunfcer studied, and the nineteen teachers failing to report 

represent 25.7 per cent. 

As a result of audi analysis, it was seen that the per cent of 

students in whoa the desire to learn to cb tilings wall with their hands 

in scientific, as we 1 as in other operations, constitutes by far a 

majority. Furthermore, the analysis eliminates the belief that pupils 

do tilings to get through with then rather than to got any real value 

fron theni. 

Figure 5 is designed to show the desire to acquire nanagerial 

ability among pupils. Such a desire is seen to exist only to a gmaii 

extent in sao© schools Tilth the contrasting large number in pupils of 

other schools. 
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The figure shows, of the total number of sevonty-four schools 

studied, that in nine, or 12.2 per cent of the schools, managerial 

desires exist to a small extent; whereas, in forty-six of tho schools, 

or 62.1 per cent, such desires are found to be a large extent. The 

teachers not reporting, as revealed by this fifjure, were nineteen in 

number and represent 25*7 per cent of the total studied. 

The findings in this figure confirm the opinion that the adoles

cent girl desires responsibility and wishes to help in organizing her 

affairs efficiently, and to help in improving financial conditions of 

an individual and family nature. 



Figaro 4. Proportion of Pupils Interested in 
Developing Manipulation Skill 

To large extant 43 

To small extent 12 16.2g 

Kuraber of teachers not reporting 19 25*7/3 
Total 

Figure 5* Proportion of Pupils Desiring to 
Acquire Managerial Ability 

To small extent 

To large extent 

9 12*2  ̂
46 62. lg 

Kmnber of teachers not repeating 19 25*7  ̂
Total 
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It was also revealed that parents are interested in homed:.king to 

a great extent* Of the seventy-four teachers returning questionnaires, 

only five of the nuabor felt that parents of the pupils were not in

terested in homaaaking education at all* 

The findings of the questionnaires revealed evidence of the parents* 

opinions influencing pupils1 ideas* A total of sixty-six teachers felt 

that the pupils* opinions showed this influence, while a minority of 

five teachers felt that there was no evidence of parental influence on 

opinions of pupils- This fact led to the conclusion that many of the 

interests and aversions among students mi^at be reversed were it not 

for this too numerous existence of relationship between parents and 

pupils* ideas* 

There was noted a definite trend toward greater recognition of 

skills and techniques as a vital part of honoriaking. This trend was 

considered admirable, for homamaking training can yield few real benefits 

whore there is no importance attached to skill and technique development 

among pupils. Moreover, it is felt that the usual absence of self-pride 

from high school pupils will so cm be replaced if their desire to develop 
/ 

skills and techniques is continually encouraged* 

Tasks connected with housekeeping were enjoyed by the majority of 

the pupils studied. This fact led to the decision that worthwhile in

terests do exist in a surprisingly large number of pupils, and that the 

development and growth of others of equal merit must be the real result 

of both teacher and pupil effort. 



The pupils were highly interested in home practice work. They 

felt it a moans of acquiring skills in doing jobs in honeriaking. Like

wise, th^r preferred practical activities in every case to theoretical 

activities as shown by the great number answering this point. 

In the section of the report which dealt v.ith the preference of 

practical activities to theoretical problems it was revealed that prac

tical activities are in greater favor with the pupils than activities 

which are speculative in nature. 

In preferring practical to theoretical activities, it seems that 

the pupils made a wise choice for physical activities are of prominent 

educational value, hence, the number of physical activities offered to 

pupils should not be limited if a general psychological condition 

inimical to effective learning is to be avoided. 

Referring to Figure 6, it will be seen that sixty-one, or 32.4 per 

cent of the teachers noticed that their pupils preferred practical to 

theoretical activities to a great extent, while four, or 5.4 per cent, 

of the respondents indicated that a preference of practical to theoret

ical activities was shown to a small extent. No reply was received 

from nine, or 12.2 par cent of the teachers. 

These findings imply that passive activities which include reading, 

reciting, listening to lectures, working problems, writing themes, taking 

examinations, and the like are not enjoyed as well as the more active 
activities. 

In selecting activities, it will be well for teachers to give con-

sideration to the attitude that the findings show pupils have developed, 

for selection of activities which children dislike leads to efforts to 

evade the undertaking of which their activities are a part. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUimRY AND CONCLUSION 

Of the seventy-four schools studied, fourteen were located in 

rural areas, sixteen were located in cities, and thirty-four were lo

cated in towns. Thus, it was apparent that larger communities pro

vided hocaemaking training more often than smaller communities, 45 P61* 

cent of city schools as contrasted with US per cent of rural schools 

in both open country and in small villages# 

A total of 3,370 pupils wsre studied. It was concluded, after the 

analysis of their locations, that urban areas have the larger total en

rollments in honasnaldLng, for cities and towns had enrollments of 1,380 

and 1,320, respectively, whereas, small villages had total enrollment 

of 115 and open country load enrollment of only 55« 

When all branches of homemaklng were considered, definite interests 

and aversions were found to exist, as indicated by the fact that all 

branches were not regarded with the same degree of favoritism as others. 

Grooming and clothing ourselves and foods and hospitality are the two 

courses best liked. Next to these two basic courses, Home Planning and 

Furnishing, Personal Group Relationships, Household Management, Child 

Development, and Hone Nursing follow in favoritism in the order given. 

From these indications it was concluded that those branches of homemaking 

which pupils regard as being designed to affect themselves alone, more 

so than being designed to reach family members through them, attain a 

higher degree of favoritism. 



CHAPTER VI 

RECOKK' 3IBATI0HS AND PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 

The following roconsiiondations evolved fron the findings of the 

investigation, are offered. 

Recommendations: 

1. The writer recormonda the following methods of discovering 

the pupil preference in practical school situations: 

a. Create situations in school "hero potential capacities and 

interests may be discovered and the pupil given opportunity 

for salf-eDcpression. 

b. Analyze topics which pupils choose for essays, as source of 

interests and preferences. 

. c. Study out—of—school activities. 

d. Consult studies of pupil interests. 

e. Observe pupil conversation in halls and playground. 

f. Interview the pupils to find how they spend their leisure 

time, what they read and what they like to do. 

g. Provide a question bccx or designate a space on the blade-

board fear pupils to indicate what they wold like to do."*" 

2. It is further reconrianded that research be undertaken toward 

the development of accurate and valid techniques for measuring pupil 

interests, and that the findings of such a study be used in the improve

ment of work. 

1 Daniel P. Eginton, "Discovering Pupil Interest" - Journal of Education. 
116. 281-82, June 5, 1933. 
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3. The witer feels the mod for and reccnoonds that a second 

study of pupil interests and aversions be undertaken with the group 

represented in this body. In another study, the interests should be 

determined through pupil participation in filling the check sheets, 

and the results compared with the findings of the present study, in 

which the opinions of teachers were used as the basis for study. 

Practical Suggestions for Teaching 

And, now, what is the outstanding point of application to the v»rk 

of the teacher? Perhaps the main suggestions may be sumrarized as fol

lows: 

(1) Interests and incentives are highly social in character. The 

child is the product of the society in which he lives. The work of the 

teacher will be effective in proportion as those facts are understood. 

Try to observe the social forces that are exerting pressure upon the 

children taught so that it may be possible to sense what is driving 

them into their particular mode of activity, 

(2) Because interests and incentives may oone from group attitudes 

and conventions, they are believed to be highly modifiable. The school 

room is one place in which this modification takes place. Try to realize 

that the potentialities of education are almost limitless in this field 

of controlling interests and incentives. What is already the product 

of modification can obviously be modified again, 
-I 

(3) Study the children in their classes to find out what they like 

to play, read, to see in the movies, and what they wish to become. Then 

try to harness these interests to the task of mastering the subjects in 

hand. If none of the work in school can be harnessed to the interests 
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of the learner, then the chances of educating the children are very 

slight. Ghildron*s interests trill drive then into activity; it is 

the business of the teacher to guide this process so that the activi

ties nay lead to an education. 

(4) RoKGnber always that interest ami acconplishnent are nourished 

by success and that reading, moving pictures, and day dreaming servo a 

major function in social development by furnishing vicarious success 

experiences beyond those that are possible in reality. If one wishes 

to become a wise teacher, he will see to it that each child 1ms the 

thrill of accomplishment* An essential part of a teacher* 3 job is to 

adjust work to the capacity of the learner so that each child can 

succeed. 

(5) Try to use tlx)so natural interests of children, instead of 

trying to repress them. If this can be done, the cost annoying problem, 

of discipline shall seldom appear and the toacher shall achieve a well 

earned feeling of success in the act of teaching. 

2 ' 
See Douglas Pryor, The Measurement of Interests in Relations to 
Adjustment. Hcarry Holt end Company, Inc., 1941, p. 4SB. 
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ABSTRACT OF THESIS 

Chapter I 

This chapter will include the theoretical background to the 

study, the detailed statement of the problem, delimitation 

of the problem, and the significance of the problem. 

Chapter II 

In this chapter, a limited number of salient previous studies 

are reviewed. The review, in addition to including homo centric 

subjects, will include other relative subjects which are con

ducive to the understanding of the significance of this study-

in its various aspects and a knowledge of certain findings that 

lond themselves to a clearer interpretation of the values under

lying such an investigation, they at the same time offer an 

opportunity for a comparison of the results, obtained with other 

groups. 

Chapter III 

In this section, certain essential data are presented concerning 

the procedures used in the investigation, as wall as the analysis 

and treatment of the questionnaire data. These are organized in 

the following captionsi (1) formulation and presentation of 

questionnaire; (2) data concerning toe group canvasses, «*** 

(3) treatment of the questionnaire data. 

Chapter IV 

In this chapter, the data obtained from analysis of the responses 

to the questionnaires are presented and interpreted. This chapter 
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yHi nan© and illustrate the items included in the study. It contains 

the nx>st important elements in the study, the prevalent Interests and 

aversions of homamaking pupils in subjects and activities# The prob

lem here is thoroughly dealt with and the data scientifically treated. 

Findings are illustrated by means of tables and other devices particu

larly adapted to the analysis of the type of material presented. 

The general summary of the findings and recommendations for further 

study follow Chapter IV. The bibliography, appendix, and abstract of 

the thesis will follow in the order given. 
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E X H I B I T  A  

Prairie View State College 
Prairie View, Texas 
October 21, 1941 

Dear Taacber: 

In connection with igraduate work In Prairie View-
State College, I am making a study of the prevalent in
terests and aversions of high school pupil3 in hcanonaking. 

I ana particularly interested in discovering the in
terests of high school pupils in horaeoaking in order to 
plan instructional materials for pupils in which they are 
interested. 

I shall appreciate it greatly if you will fill out 
and return the enclosed questionnaire at your earliest 
convenience. 

The value of this thesis is largely determined by 
tte quantity and quality of your answers. You see, there
fore, that the success of this study i3 largely dependent 
upon your willingness and desire to help. Will you, there
fore, take just a little time new and fill the blanks on 
this questionnaire and nail it to me right away. Do this 
right now, as you raay overlook it. 

I assure you of my appreciation of your cooperation 
in this effort. Your answers to the questions will be held 
in confidence if you desire this consideration. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Kiss) A. Lois Brown 
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(Questionnaire Used in This Stucfy") 
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A STUDT OF PREVALENT INTERESTS AND AVERSIONS 
AMONG HOMEMAKING STUDENTS 

Introduction: 

In all blanlcs write in the ansi/ars; in other questions check the 
word that describes your answer. 

Name and location of school ________________________ 

Name of persons filling out questionnaire -

Hone Address ____________________________ 

1. Number of homemaking classes _______ 2. Approximate number of 

students enrolled. 

a. Age level of students _____________ 
b. General ability of students _____________ 
c. General working habits _________________ 

3. Type of locality ________________________________________ 

a. General income level 
b. Major activities in the community 

$ (2) 
4. Are parents interested in school work? ______ Is there evidence 

of parents' opinions among students' ideas? 

5. Are working facilities in your department adequate? _____ Were 

students instrumental in obtaining laboratory equipment? _______ 

6. Do students see Homemaking as a part of their daily lives? _______ 

Do they have qualms against free decisions? ______ Do they bring 

their problems to class for solution? 7. What brandies of 

homemaking do they seem to like best? ___________________ 
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8. What phases of bcaaeaaking are mast unpopular? (a) 

(b) 
9, Do they regard theory as important? ________ How do they feel toward 

homo practice? __________________________________________________ 

2D. Do they prefer practical activities to theoretical practices? _____ 

11. Do they attempt to develop manipulative skill ratter than merely trying 

to finish? ______ Do they attach any importance to managerial 

ability? . 

12. Do moat of the pupils dress appropriately for school? ____________ 

Do the shops handling children's clothe3 sell them at reasonable 
prices? Are most of the clothes worn to school by pupils 
ready-made? Who makes most of their homemade 
garments? ______________________________________________ 

13. Approximate the number of students who enjoyed sewing prior to 
talcing honamaking How many acquired the habit of making 
clothes for themselves outside of class hours after enrolling 
in homemaking? _______________ 

14. Do the pupils* interest in food go deeper than the eating permitted? 

15. Do most of your pupils prefer starchy to green vegetables? _______ 
Are the red and yellow vegetables liked well by them? 
What methods of cookery do they prefer? 
Do mast of your pupils help to plan and care for a vegetable 
garden? ________ Approximate the number who have canning 
projects . 

16. Do your pupils accept new foods when introduced without being coaxed? 

17. Do they use meat substitutes in their diets? _______ Approximate 
the amount of money spent per person for neat over a period of seven 
days ________________________ 

18. What per cent of your pupils follow correct procedure in washing 
dishes? Housocleaning? Do they enjoy these 
tasks? (a) Housekeeping (b )  D i shw ash i ng 

19. Have there beau objections to the teacher* s coming into the home 
for supervisory work? 
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20. Is there any evidence of the belief that securing class materials 
is an unnecessary expenditure of money? ________________________ 

21. Is there any evidence of the belief that too much of the school day 
is devoted to hcneraking activities? 

22. list other prevalent prejudices noticed in your group* 

23. Check degree of partiality most prevalent in group (decidedly partial, 
slightly, non-partial) 

24. Check degree of social freedom enjoyed by most pupils in their homes* 
( ) a. limited ( ) b. Restricted ( ) c. Unrestricted 

25. Check degree of self-support in schools most notable * 
( ) a. Totally self-supported ( ) b. Partially self-eupportod 
( ) c. Non-self-supported 

26. List criticisms on the questionnaire form in the space below: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

27. Include suggestions for broadening the questionnaire content below: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

(a) 
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E X H I B I T  C  

Partial Compilation of Questionnaire Filled By Teachers 

Prevalent Student Prejudices and 
Preferences Noted in Schools By 
Teachers 

Ho. Teachers 
Finding 

Ho. Teachers 
Hot Finding 

Ho. Not 
Answer
ing 

Prevalent Student Prejudices and 
Preferences Noted in Schools By 
Teachers 

Ho. Not 
Answer
ing 

1. Evidence of parents* interest in 
60 homeraaking 9 60 5 0 

2, Evidence of parents* opinion 9 60 5 3 

3. Adequate working facilities in 
24 45 department 5 24 45 0 

4* Realization of every day value of 
60 homenaking by students 60 9 5 0 

5. Evidence that students aake few 
60 decisions 9 60 5 0 

6. Evidence of class solution of 
individual problems 24 45 5 0 

7. Recognition of the need for se
curing class materials 25 49 0 0 

8. Branches of homemaking in which 
interested: 

46 a. Foods and Related Subjects 28 46 0 0 
b. Personal grooming 14 60 0 0 
c. Clothing 19 42 13 0 
d. Horn nursing and Health 

preservation 6 1 66 1 
e. Home planning and furnishing 28 40 6 0 
f. Management 4 40 20 10 
g. Personal and Group Relation

ship 4 42 17 11 
h. Child development 21 5 42 6 

9. Recognition of the importance of 
_ 

\ \ # • 

theory 65 19 0 0 

10* Preference of practical activities 
to theoretical problems 61 4 0 9 

U« Interest in developing manipula
[ ! I . 

tive skills 43 12 0 19 
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E X H I B I T  C  (  C O N T I N U E D )  

Partial Ckxapilailon of Questionnaire Pilled by Teachers 

Prevalent Student Prejudices and 
Preferences Noted in Schools By 

Ho. Teachers 
Finding 

No. Teachers 
Hot Finding 

No. Not 
Answer-

Teachers • Large ins 

12. Desire to acquire managerial 
ability 46 9 0 19 

33. Attitude toward home practice 
a. Favorably impressed 
b. Unfavorable 
c. Indifferent 

55 
8 
4 

5 
3 
0 

14 
64 
70 

0 
0 
0 

14. Feeling that too much of school day 
is devoted to Hons Econcoics 0 0 74 0 

15. Signs of aversions to dishwashing 61 9 5 0 

16. Significant evidence of lack of in
terest in housekeeping 46 9 9 19 

17. Objections to teachers1 hcaae visits 0 24 50 0 

18. Majority of pupils help plan and 
care for gardens 5 24 45 0 

19. Majority of pupils do home canning 4 23 45 0 

20. Pupils accept new foods without 
coaxing 65 19 0 0 

21. Preference of starchy to green 
vegetables 48 7 19 0 

22. Pupils enjoy eating most red and 
yellow vegetables 43 31 0 0 

23. Methods of cooking preferred: 
a. Frying 
b. Boiling 
c. Freezing 
d. Baking 

23 
4 
4 
4 

27 
6 
0 
6 

24 
60 
70 
60 

0 
0 
0 
0 

24. Larger percentage of pupils use 
meat substitutes L 4  16 54 0 
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E X H I B I T  G  ( C O N T I N U E D )  

Partial Compilation of Questionnaire Filial by Teachers 

'freralent Student Prejudices and 
Preferences Noted in Schools By 

No. Te 
Findin 

achers 
* 

No. Teachers 
Not Finding 

No. Not 
Answer

Teachers Largo Small ing 

25. Most pupils dress appropriately 
for school 25 33 17 0 

26. Majority of clothes purchased 34 12 28 0 

27. Majority of clothes roads 28 0 46 0 

28. Majority of pupils'enjoy sening 25 49 0 0 
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Anecdotal Records 

In the following paragraphs, the reader shall find some statements 

which show the opinions of souse of the teachers who participated in fur

nishing data for the study* These statements are the answers to various 

questions pertaining to the study* 

The following statement was made by one of the teachers with regard 

to pupil interest in developing manipulative skill: 

"There seems to be a tendency on the part of most of my pupils to 
tarry through to the aid with tasks, not so ouch at the risk of 
not securing neatness, for their work is nearly always either 
fair, good, or excellent, but merely for the sake of completing 
the task at hand and going on to something different. This some
thing different is not always some homemaldLng problem. - just any
thing different which strikes the pupils* fancy might serve as a 
motive for hastening the pace too greatly* I believe the general 
unrest of the time is responsible for the general unrest which is 
prevalent among these pupils. I believe this interferes with 
steady attention to tasks over a proper period of time.* 

Quite different is the opinion of the second teacher in the group who 

is teaching in an urban district. She says: 

"Many pupils are deeply interested in doing a good quality of work 
as well as quantity of work. I do not know whether this is a 
natural or prompted interest, but the majority of them seen to 
enjoy doing good work. Each girl seems to try hard to make her 
work reach certain standards of achievement set by the class and 
teacher prior to the beginning of dasswork on various problems." 

The first teacher was a rural teacher; the second teacher quoted was 

an urban teacher. The third teacher in this group taught in the city for 

seven years. At present she is teaching in a village. She says: 

'Tly pupils represent a good cross-section of American Negro life. I 
have all types. It seems that some of them are extremely careless 
in all that they do, others are given to doing a fair grade of work 
in all of their classes, some do good work, and others do exception
ally good work. Approximately one-half of them try to acquire 
manipulative skill." 
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The fourth teacher worked in the rural district for several years. 

Then she moved on for the sake of conquering new situations. She has 

worked in two large urban centers. How she is working in a large town 

in Southwest Texas. She says: 

"My pupils do not seen to do tasks merely for the sake of dosing 
them. They try to do thera well. After learning to do a task, 
they perfect, as far as possible, themselves most times without 
receiving the suggestion from an outside source. They want to 
become skillful; seemingly, they Ish to become skillful home-
makers." 

The following are some typical expressions offered by teachers deal

ing with questions pertaining to the attitude of pupils and parents to

ward home projects and the attitude of pupils toward home practice. 

I. Comments made by teachers on the attitude of pupils toward home 

practice. 

A. An urban teacher said, "The pupils* attitude toward home 

practice is, seemingly, negative unless urged." 

E. A second teacher, who resided in an urban area said, "Pupils 

enjoy practicing the things they learn at school in their 

homes." 

C. A respondent from a rural area coincided with the former 

respondent in her opinion. She said, "Pupils feel as 
j 

though home practice is needed feu* improvement." 

D. A fourth respondent said, "My pupils feel the need of hoc© 

practice work in preparing them to do home projects Artd 

group projects at school well. They want this practice in 

order to become skillful." 

II. Comments made by teachers on the Attitude of Pupils Toward Her© 

Projects. 
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A. "Heme projects are unpopular vjith children as child 

guidance." 

B. "Pupils a&m to have a decided dislike for school tiork when 

done outside of school, unless it is done for pay." 

G. "The pupils consider hoarse projects as a duty they have to 

perform in carder to qualify for a good grade." 

D. "My pupils thoroughly enjoy carrying out home projects. 

They get so many things done which would not be done along 
I 

the line of home improvement, if projects were not carried 

out in the hone." 

To the question, "What is the attitude of parents toward home projects?" 

- several teachers offered these replies? 

A. Parents feel that hotae project work has a decided effect 

on the development of successful horasraakers. They give 

the fire training, due to proper supervision, which is so 

greatly needed by the average girl to make her well rounded 

in the job of honamaking. 

B. Parents feel that some project work is rare helpful to girls 

in preparing then to manage a hone than the training they 

get from within the home. The outside help is more broaden

ing or enriching and more thorough. The girl enjoys it 

better and learns to do a higher quality of work because it 

is instilled in her. 

C. Parents like hone project work for pupils because they Ban 

get certain parts of their homes improved greatly at a small 

cost and with little effort on their part. This relieves 

them to spend time performing other jobs in the household. 
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III. Statements mads by respondents pertaining to home project 

supervision. 

A. "There has been some objection to the teacher coning 

into the home to do hone project supervisory work, but 

not enough to create a problem." 

B. "There ha3 been little objection to the teacher visiting 

in the hoc® for any reason." 

C. "Some parents object to home visits because they feel 

they do not have the sort of home the teacher could 

appreciate." 

D. "Ho objections have been made concerning the home 

visitation aids of horaenaking instruction." 

IV. Statements made concerning the interests of parents in school 

work. 

A. "Parents are interested in school work." 

B. "The majority of the parents are cooperative." 

G. "Parents are interested if pupils are interested." 

D. "Parents are interested to an extent." 

E. "It Is unknown whether parents are interested but they 

seem interested." 

F. "If parents are interested in the school, they do not 

manifest it by visiting the school." 

G. "Parents participate in special activities sponsored 

for them but they do not show a general interest in 

the school and its program." 
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