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Porteus, a psychologist who came from Australia, published his major
works during the period between World War | and |1l. Because this was the
perlod when Porteus' Influence was at [ts helght and because it was then that
such Influence was exercised to the disadvantage of the people of Hawail, this
Is the perlod with which this paper shall be mainly concerned.

Rather than being argumentative In nature, this paper consists almost
entirely of a presentation of Porteus' views, expressed in his own words. Quo-
tations have been selected from a number of his works and organized under the
fol lowlng headings:

{. Porteus' Theory of Race
Il. The Sclentific Basis of Porteus' Views
11l. Porteus' Views of People

|. Australlian Aborigines
2. Blacks

3. Chinese

4, Fillplnos

5. Hawallans

6. Itallans

7. Japanese

8. Portuguess

9. Puerto Ricans
10. Whites

I1. Women

IV. Porteus' Soclal Implications

The paper concludes with a section evaluating Porteus' views.

The works of Porteus which are referred to are:

1922 Studies in Mental Deviations (SMD)

1924 Guide to Porteus Maze Test (GPM)

1926 Temperament and Race (TAR)

1932 Human Studlies in Hawaii (HSH) -
1937 Primitive Intel!ligence and Environment (PIE)

1947 And Blow Not the Trumpet (BNT)

1965 Porteus Maze Test (PMT)

Quotations wil} be referred to with the abbreviations indicated.
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|. PORTEUS' THEORY OF RACE

"In our psychological investigations, for example, it Is our endeavor to sep-

arate the factors which are purely environmental, such as restricted opportun-
Itles for education, lImlted soclal Inheritance, etc., from those more funda-

mental factors of natlve Intelllgence, which have as surcly set the bounds of

progress for a race." (HSH, 84)

"But In discussing racial strengths and weaknesses we assert that the differ-
ences between races that are of Importance are not merely differences in men-
tality, but differences in mental energy to which emotional, volitional and
temperamental traits contribute. These psychosynerglc traits we consider to
have become engrained in racial character through heredity, environment inter-~
actling to select and perpetuate certaln temperamental fypes." (TAR, 327)

"+ cannot be emphasized too strongly that the question is not necessarily one
of raclal superlorlty but of racial differences. Indeed It is most unlikely
that any race will have developed ail-round mental superiority. There is no
tribe of super-men in either mental or physical atitributes. The Australian
aboriginal or the negro may quite conceivably In some directions be superior
to the white man. The fact that there is also overlapping among races so that
very Intelllgent men may be found among primitive races and very unlintelligent
among the clvllized needs no demonstration." (Emphasis mine, PIE, 5)

"...the sharpening of the struggle for existence does not apparently have the
effect necessarlly of lowering the mental status of a people. Thus the expla-
nation for any Intellectual backwardness of thls race as a whole cannot be laid

entirely at the door of environmenital stress. This Is in direct opposition to

the ldea that, given leisure, refinement in culture and progressive adaptabil-
ity will necessarily follow In a race. Nature Is at least as_important or even
more important than nurture." (Emphasis mine, HSH, 105)

"Hence the number or range of relevant stimuli In a given environment may be
made the basls of distinctions in intelligence. In other words, the difference
between the lower and higher animal, the stupid and the Intelligent man, the
superior and Inferlor race, may be a matter of difference In the number and
range of the stimu!l which each finds relevant." (Emphasis mine, HSH, 86)

"As we have previously noted, there are many who admlt the reality of racial
differences In capacity but would ascribe them wholly to environmental factors,
among which are mentioned superior education, cultural forms and institutions,
government, material wealth, etc. B8ut It must be remembcred that these are
themselves the products of human invention and intelligence. |t would seem for
the most part that a raclal group has just about the government, religion, and
educatlon that |t deserves fo have." (PIE, 5)

"Where superstition or faulty ldeals of government or inferracial jealousies
disrupt progress we are fairly safe In ascribing these to racial weaknessess
in temperament or mentallty. |In short each natlon has just about the religion
or the freedom that |t deserves to have." (TAR,7)



"Where opportunity is denied or environmental stimuli are restricted
there can be little progress even In the well-endowed. Such was at
one time the case with Japan. Her geographical and cultural isola-
tion was so complete that she remalined In emi-civilized feudallsm
untll the door of opportunlty opened for her. But to take her mar-
velous advance as proof of the all-importance of cultural contacts
would be to Ignore the fact that there has been an open door and
cultural contacts in the Ph!lippinos for a much longer period without
any comparable advance. The presont comparative status of the pooplos
of the two countrlies Is, we belleve, a falrly accurate measure of
thelfr Inherent potentlialities.”" (TAR, 307)

"By mental or intellectual differences are meant comparative abili-
ties to use the abstract symbols of thought, and to acquire that
kind of education which seems essential to adequate functioning in
civllization as 1t is constituted. It is, however, neccessary to go
further than that and to include among the important mental abilii-
tles an Intellligent prevision of the adequacy of means to ends. |
would also Include among the intellectual qualities the abllity to
control Impulisive or other behavior that would, if unchecked, obviate
or nullify the effects of good planning. These qualities of fore-
sight and control are to be conslidered intellectual because the
cortex, the coping stone of brain development is par excellence,
the organ of cholce and Inhibition." (PIE, 210)

"But whatever the facts regarding past levels of achievement, we
cannot say that the Chinese or the Peruvians or the Egyptians have
had the progressive adaptabllity of our own race. The fact that
these anclent civilizations were once so flourishing argues that
they reached a plateau of achievement at which point their develop-
ment ceased fto be progressive . . . Courage, determination, and
capaclty for organization in a nation as a whole are just as much
elements In Its progressive adaptability to national problems as

Is Inventlve skill; for without these, raclal progress stood still
or culture declined. Capacity for doing must keep pace with capacity
for thinking." (TAR, 253)

11. SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF PORTEUS' VIEWS

To.the extent that test data were used as a basis for Porteus'
views regarding intelligence and temperament, Porteus relied on two
main sources, the Porteus Maze Test, and the Porteus Social Rating
Scale.

The Maze Test First published in 1915, it consists of a maze nrinted
on paper which Is solved with a pencll. Porteus has claimed that
the test (relatling to the difficulty of the maze) provides a measure
of Intellligence and femperament. He stated:

"The fest were dosigned to examine the individoal's ability or
his tendency 1o use planning capacily, prudence and mental ateriones.
in o naw sltuallon of a concrete naturce. itence, though 1hey are pri-
marily tests of a form of mental ablility, yet becaus: impulsivenuss,
Irresolution, suggestibllity, nervousness, and excitability inter-
fere most with the subjects success, they are to be regarded as being
In large part, tests of temperamental capacities as well." (GPM, 19)



Analysis of errors In doing mazes was claimed to provide a measure of these
characterlstics.

During the 1920's, a time when Porteus began to use the test in
Hawall, Porteus stated the following concerning its validity:

"The relation of maze test results to social sufficiency has been
proved by many Investigations. The correlations that have becn obtained in
these studies vary somewhat according to the age and mental level of the sub-
Jjects. As _a_general rule the nearer the subject approaches moron levels
the greater the diagnostic value of the maze tests. It is therefore
of most assistance where diagnosis 18 most difficult -- arfother point
of difference from most performance tests.

Nine separate studies have been made to discover the relation of social
capaclty to Porteus maze score and lIneach, for comparatlve purposes, the cor-

r&!aﬂo&of the Binet with social capacity bhas also been found."fEmphasi's mine,
»

For the maze's validity concerning race differences, Porteus asserted
"In a monograph (shortly ready for publication) it will be shown that signi-
ficant raclal differences in temperament may be demonstrated by the application
of the maze tests to racial groups. These are as permanent, apparently as the
physical characteristics of race. For instance, Japanese boys were found to be \
superlor to Chinese boys at every age from nine to fourteen years. Similarly
Japanese giris are superior at every age to groups of Chinese girls. Both Japan-
ese and Chinese boys are markedly superior to Portuguese. American boys are
below the Japanese at each age up to twelve years from which point they have
the advantage. Apparently therefore,the tests bring to light most important
temperamental dlfferences due to race." (Emphasis mine, GPM, 13)

The Soclal Rating Scale Claimed to be a measure of social adaptability,
the scale consists of a check |Ist of seven different tralts:

I. Lack of Planning Capacity vs. Planning Capacity

2. Suggestlibllity vs. Self-determination, Resistence to suggestion.

3. Impulslveness vs. Prudence.

4. lrresolution vs. Resolutlon.

5. Over-emotionality vs. Self-control.

6. Instabllity of Interest vs. Stability of Interest.

7. Obstruslveness vs. Concllliatary attltude, Tact.

In Hawali, the Soclal Rating Scale was administered to members of
plantation famillies. The raters of these people are described by Porteus as
fol lows:

"To accomplish this, ratings were obtained from twenty-five people of
long experience in the islands, observers whose work brought them very intimate-
ly Into contact with the various racial groups. Sixteen of the judges were
plantation managers while among the remainder of the group were head workers
of soclal settiements, plantation doctors, and several educationists. The in-
clusion of so many plantation managers would appear to make the ratings more
Indicative of Industrial efficiency than of social efficiency in general,
but as a metter of fact, the relation of plantation managers fo the laborers
is much more Intimate than that of the ordinary cmployer to his employees and
. Is.of such a nature as to make him fully aware of the general social attributes
of the people with whom he deals." (TAR,90)

o With regard to the use of plantation managers, etc, as raters, porteus
stated:



"There are of course certain drawbacks to the application of rating scales

In general...There are several reasons why the social ratings scale when

used for racial comparisons may be expected to avoid these errors to a cer-
tain extent. Racial prejudices do of course exist, but they affecct mainly the
comparlsons of other races with our own. The error should not be as ser-
lous If the observer Is not asked to rate his own race.”" (TAR, 87)

If1. PORTEUS' VIEWS ON PEOPLE

|. Australian Aborigines

"The aboriglinal himself occupies a most interesting position In the evolution-
ary scale. In many respects he resembles our own primitive ancestors”(SMD, 91)

"1¥ also the ablility to support the rigors of a terrifying environment is every-
day courage, then the Australian aboriginal [s much braver than !. |f the assur-
rance that life |s essentially worth living under any circumstances is more. \
firmly set In the African native's mind than in mine, then | must give him
credlt for a more effective foresight and hindsight than | possess. There may

be many other ways In which the black man be considered superior and his contri=
butions on the credit side of living should be freely acknowledged. But when

It comes to his ability to cope with the white man's environment, which by rea-

" son of so-called progress, or of the turn of circumstances, has been thrust

upon negro and aboriginal alike, then | cannot but question their adaptability,
especlally that of the Australian. The latter, in hls natural surroundings is

so far superior to the white man, that If he were even equal to thewhite man

in the iatter's environment it would be most surprising. I|f that were the case
he would soon Inherit the earth." (PIE, 2!3)

"However, It was In auditory rote memory that the greatest deficiency of the
natlves was-brought to light. The memory span of the aborigines for numbers
was less than that of a six year old white child. When syllabies, as found

In aboriginal place names, were used as a memary test, the span of rote mem-
ory was no better. These results could only be matched by the performance of
mental ly deflcient children of our own race. The central group again exceeded
the northwestern by a half year of mental age score. This deficiency of rote
memory indicates an inability on the part of the aborigine to assimilate more
than the rudiments of white education...|n auditory memory, then, we are forced
to conclude that the Australians are markedly deficient and that their mental
evolutlion has taken a different course from ours.”" (HSH, 106)

"Summarizing only the experimental part of this work, we can say that the response
of the aborigines to such tests as the Porteus Maze was not so markedly infer-
ior... The capaclties necessary to success in the test appesr to be predominantly
foresight, prudence in planning, and visual alertness. That the feebleminded
make such Inferior responses In the Maze Test indicates also essential differ-
ences between raclial backwardness and deflclent mentality." (HSH, 105)



2. Blacks

"Surely 1t Is foo much to expect that the dlfferonces betwcen races
should be as great as the differences between genius and stupidlty
before they may be considered important. Probably the best 60% of
negroes are the equals of the lowest 60% of whitos, but the fuct of
this amount of overlapping of the distribution of mental ability
does not dimlinish the importance of the negro-white differences."
(Emphasis mine, TAR, 310)

"It has seemed necessary not only to select for study two racial
groups who are both close to the nadir of culfure but also to make a
very careful and detailed comparison of the conditions of life in
thelr respective environments . . . The races chosen for the purposes
of this study have been the Australian aborigines, particularly those
In the center of the continent, and the Bushmen of the Kalahari and
Ngaml land reglons in South Africa." (Emphasis mine, PIE, 13)

"Comparing the white draft with the coloured as regards performance ,
in the army tests, we find distinct differences in score. Trans-
lated Into mental age equivalents the median score of the coloured
was only 10.4 years, more than 2% years below the median score of

the whites. The low level of this score indicates a very serious
inabllity in fthe negro on the average to avail himself to the full

of educational opportunities that are afforded him. The mental infe-
riority which such a low score signifies is undoubtedly important.™
(TAR, 207)

"The comparisons that have becn made with regard to the negro are
most llkely to be valld because the disturbing factors mentioned do
not operate so heavily. The investigations have been sufficiently
extensive as to cover the geographical distribution of the American
negro; there is no language handicap and all social grades of the
negro are represented. These studies show that the negro actually
belongs, as far as all-round ablilty goes, to an Inferlor race."
(TAR, 207)



3, Chlnsse 7

"They /the Chinese/ lack the latter's /the Japancsc/ genius for organization,
their ambitlons belng rather individual than general. They are more interested
in acquiring money than in improving the social or political standing of their
group as a whole. To thls end they exhibit remarkable thrift and patience, but
thelr position Is Improved by steady accretions rather than by any bold strokes
of policy." (TAR, 323)

"Griffith Taylor in a recent paper explailns tho lack of development of the Chin-
ese language In this way. 'Thelr phllosophy was eminently conservative, so that
everything must be sanctloned by custom. The method of everlastingly looking
backward for precept and guldance kilis all progress.' What Taylor does not
appear to realize Is that this tendency is inborn, for it is the outcome of the
submissive retrovert temperament which Is apparently subject as much to hereditary
transmisslon as are the more Intellectual qualities." (TAR, 311)

"The Chinese, schooled by centuries of privation to patient and persistent effort,
had also developed elements of self-determinism and conservatism in their charac-
ter which made them, as a group, unpopular in any community alien to themselves."
(TAR, 44)

"The Chlnese, because of their intensely Individualistic viewpoint and the pecu-

liaritles of thelr temperament, exerted little influence as a group in the Terri-
tory but like 'Ben Jonson his best piece of poetry,' their greatest contribution

was the Chinese-Hawailan sons they gave to the country." (TAR, 49)

"The advantage of the studles in Hawali has been that one of these variables--viz,
soclal status, has been eliminated so that dlfferences in achievement are due en-
tirely to inherent capacity for progressive adaptations.

The question now arises whether we can trace in the history of the peoples concerned
the genesis of these inherent differences. Having agreed that the Japanese, for
example, as compared with the Chinese have potential advantages, can we explain

the differences in character between two such closely related races? We have seen
that the Chlnese are inferior to the Japanese mainly in the strength of their sense
of group cohesion which naturally underlies racial planfulness and ability for
group organization." (TAR, 310).

4. Filipinos

"The Visayan particularly is decidedly improvident and shiftless. In fropical
climates the shiftless and Incapable can exist almost as well as the provident
and far-seeing." (TAR, 58}

"The Visayan's lack of planning capacity and foresight is so pronounced that he
is Ilkely to lead an altogether hand-to-mouth existence without any provision for
the morrow. His ambition is to live as nearly as possible like the |ilies of the
field--without toiling or spinning--and yet to be arrayed like Solomon. |f this
is Impossible, then the next best thlng is to live with as |ittle labour as he
can contrive. " (TAR, 59)

"The |locano on the other hand is much more thrifty and industrious than his
compatriots, but his planning capacity is rather near sighted. In preparing for
the needs of tomorrow he is very llkely to forget foday...They have the reputation
of being less courageous than the rest of the Filipinos, in this respect again
resembling the Chinese, On account of the proximity of their native provinces

to China It is very likely that they had originally a larger mixture of Chinese

blood." (TAR, 60)




"Closely allled to Filipino inferiorlty as regards planning capacity

Is their Instabllity of interest . . . Group imitation is very cha-
racteristic of these people. Fllipino labourers tend to be clean

and tidy In a clean camp, shiffless and untidy if in a dirty one.

Thelr tendency towards group Imitation is no doubt due fo their

extreme suggestibllity . . . Infernecine jealousy was the boest woupon
of defense in Spain's armory, and 1his she was able to keop keen by
continually playing on an outstanding weakness of Fillpino character =--
suggest!blifty. (TAR, 61-62)

"Industrially this defect /suggestibility/ has serious consequences.
A group of Fillpinos are at the mercy of any propagandist with &
glib tongue but their chances of effective coordinated action are
minimized because nothing holds them steady in their purpose for
very long . . . In his way of looking at things, 'please excuse'

is ample apology for any action and should wipe the slate of remem-
brance qulte clean." (TAR, 62)

"Durlng 1924 the Fllipinos carried on a particularly ill-conceived
and hopeless strike for higher wages. |t was hopeless because the
Flilpinos did not readliy cooperate together and because the door
between Hawall and the Phillppines was entirely open for the coming
In of new labour supplies. This strike was brought about mainly by
oratorical agitators and there is more than a suspicion that the
Japanese secretly formented and supported it." (TAR, 62)

"Perhaps one of the outstanding traits of Filipino makeup is hils
extreme super-sensitiveness especially towards the suggestion that
he Is in any way racially inferior . . . |t has been characteristic
of them to follow blindly the advice of several of their leaders in
Hawall whom they know to be utterly untrustworthy but whom they
admire simply because they have shown themselves clever enough to
get the best of the 'haoles' as the whites are called." (TAR, 63-64)

"A rather simple obtrusiveness Is also apparent in the Filipinos.
They |llke to attract attention. The overseer who can call the
member of his’'gang by name finds that both his praise or censure

are much more effective if he can show this mark of personal recog-
nitlon. The manager who goes a little out of his way to notice

the Flliplno or his family Is courting a very easily-won popularity.™
(TAR, 64)

"I+ has been already mentioned that the Filipino, like the Medi-
terranean race, belongs in temperament to the extrovert type, the
temperament, that Is, which is but little addicted to reflection or
to the Inhibition of impulse, but in which thought and feeling

very readily flows over into expression and overt action of all
kinds. |In this respect the Filipinos are at the very opposite
extreme from the taciturn, canny, long considering Scotchman. They
are rather highly emotional, impulsive and almost explosive in fteomp-
erament. WIlth this type, attompts To muzzle expression are rather
dangerous so that it Is always better to give tho Filipino plenty
of opportunlties to talk himself out." (Emphasis mine, TAR, 64)




"The Filipino, even If he hus attained to a position of 4rust and responsibility,
frequently requlres 'following up.' He seems to have a consistent objection to
'staying put.'

Very characteristic of the primltive temperament Is ostentation and love of dls-
play. Like the American negro the Fllipino's first ambition is to havo now
clothes." (TAR, 65)

"As regards courage and hardlhood the Filipino Is not badly endowed but hls is
the small man's courage which Is not of the single-minded variety but requlres
multiplication by the presence of the gang or mob." (TAR, 65)

"Primltive man faces many dangers from which the civilized man would shrink.
It would appall the most resolute of white men to attempt to support existence in
such conditlons as the Australlan aboriginal daily faces In the central Austra-
lian desert. Yet such people can be reduced to abject fear by the threat of
the mysterious or unknown. The Filipino has by no means got rid of thls 'jungle
fear' as It has been aptly called. In the recent industrial troubles, many
Fllipinos were Intimidated into jolning the strikers by vague threats, and the
more vague, the more effective they seemed to be." (TAR, 67)

: A}
"The Filiplnos In common with other extrovert peoples are rather over-emotional
but the currents of feeling do not run very deep. Thelr outbursts are indicative
of weak Inhlbltlon rather than of strong emotions." (TAR, 67)

"Summing up these characterlistics we may say that the Filipinos represent a fine
example of a race In an adolescent stage of development . . . With such individuals
It Is rare indeed to find many with any Insight into their own condition." (TAR, 67)

"What future lies ahead of the Filipino people? If mixture of blood is any

benefit to a race then the Flliplno should stand high . . . If the traits that

we have found to be characteristic of the Fllipinos in Hawaii are also typical

of the Filipino at home then we are forced to the conclusion that they are a

long way from the stage of development at which they could be safely entrusted with
self-government. A single glance at their list of racial defects should be
sufficlent to demonstrate the wisdom of this conclusion.”" (TAR, 68)

"This is likely to be the case with the Fillpinos. There is a danger not of
under-educating them but of giving thelir education the wrong directlon. The
educational cloth must be cut to fit the mental pattern and there would be
grave danger in giving foo !|iterary a turn to their schogling. If their imma-
turity of development Is recognized and if It be made plain that their great
defects are the faults of the adolescent temperament then it would be wise to
examline our school system and revalue our educational processes in terms of
their corrective effect on these flaws of adolescent character. Then with a
currlculum whose content should be practical and fitted to Filipino intellectual
status something might be done to lessen the period of their soclal mal-adjust-
ment. |f It Is the boast of educators In the Philippines that they are bestowing
an essentlally American system of education on these people, Then it is a vain
boast, for It Is a well known fact that receiving, 1Tke giving, is according to
capaclty. It Is our opinion that no matter what labels of citizenship we

may put on these people they remain Filipinos, and it wlll take much more than a
knowledge of the three 'R's' to make them Americans. To make the system of
school ing too over-scholastic mlight be worse than no benefit at all. The suroest
way to make a malcontent Is to educate him elther above his intellligence or his
opportunltlies." (‘Emphasis mline, TAR, 70)




5, Hawallans

"The shallowness of his emotional life is shown by the fact that though he is
very affectlonate in his attitude towards children, he is often quite willing to
exchange offspring with a nelghbor or friend." (TAR, 102)

"According to the given ratings the worst defects of the Hawaiian temperment are
deficiency of planning capacity, extreme suggestibility and instability of inter-
est. Those who, |ike Huntington, would ascribe great importance to environmental
and climatlc conditions might find Interesting confirmation of their views in
these ratings...Since there was no need for the exercise of planning capacity and
foresight, there was nothing to cause a natural selection in favour of the thrifty
and provldent. Such resolution and courage as the Hawaiians possess--and in

this they are rated a |ittle superior to the Portuguese--were undoubtedly con-
served by thelr fribal wars. Their lack of dependence upon reason, their former
submissiveness to priests and superstition, and their present-day suggestibility,
which Is evidenced by thelr tendency to be over-swayed and influenced by a glib
tongue, undoubtedly became characteristic of their behavior because of their long
isolation from other races. This |imited their experience to one set or system of
|deas and forbade them the exarcise of judgment in the balancing of alternatives,
conditions from which we may suppose that the ability for self-determination and
hard-headedness arose In other races. The tender-mindedness of the childish
stages of development still clings about this interesting people." (TAR, 103)

"This practice of deep=-sea navigation and the desire to retrace the course of
thelr early migrations bespeaks a courage and hardihood and love of adventure
unusual in the temperament of most native peoples. To the eariy visitors to
the Islands the manners and customs of |ife of this people were of absorbing in-
terest. Thelr helaus, or cities of refuge, to which offenders against fribal
law might flee, the custom of burying thier dead In secret caves in almost
inaccessible cliffs and mountain sides, their devotion to the ruling chiefs and
kings, thelr love of ceremony and display, their readiness to invest all natural
objects with legendary or mythical significance, their absolute subservience to
the sway of the kahuna or priest--all these mark them as a people who have
successful ly emerged from the lower stages of culture but who still carry many
of the signs and associations of the developing but immature race." (TAR, 27)

"The statistics of crime show that the Hawalians or part-Hawaiians are second in
pofnt of number of convictions in proportion to population, being exceeded only
by the Chlnese. The crimes which they commit are, however, those which are liable
to be committed by a people not wholly mature." (TAR, 30)

"It would seem from these observations that In the case of the Chinese-Hawaiian
mixture the well-stabilized, docile and patient temperament of the Hawaiian tends
to be transmitted to the offspring, the intellectual elements being rargely
contributed by the Chlnese." (TAR, 32)

6. |talians

"We cannot therefore legitimately make statements as to the superiority of the

races as such; all thal we are Justified in stating is thal certain Southern

European races, as they are represented in this country are inferior in capacities
which underlie schoo! proficiency. The absolute inferiority of the negro we may
assume to be fairly established. It is also true that on the mental side, and .
?ggapbiYo?n the temperamental also, the general position of the Italians here is low,
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7. Japanese

"Even among university and high school students, imperfect knowlecdge of English

Is to be found, but despite thls handicap they frequently make excellent grades.
Their Industriousness and capacity for long study are remarkable so that persis-
tence tends to make up for any Inferiority of learning capacity.

Summing up the outstanding fralts of Japanese character as these have been brought
to attentlon during their stay In the Islands, we may say that collectively they
are Intensely race-conscious, ready to combine for any purposes of group advance-
ment, aggressive and rather untrustworthy when self-interest is in question.
indlvidually they are extremely adaptable, ambitlous and persistent and emotlonally
self controlled." (TAR, 52)

"The distrust and suspiclion which the Japanese have aroused have already been
alluded to. Individually the Japanese have a goods-and-chattels honesty but

the princlple seems of unequal application. As a group they are by no means
dependable when it comes to keeping faith In their contracts. Astuteness rather
than candor seems to be more highly prized among them." (TAR, 86)

"The plcture that we galn from those comparisons s substantially the same In
outllne as woe have drawn from Hawallan oxperlence. The Japanese on the malnland
Is the same alert, aggresslve, farseelng, selflsh and unscrupulous Individual

as we find him In Hawall." (TAR, |30)

-— = -~ "Byut the Important point of this whole discussion is that we are pointing out
the adaptablilty, not of the leaders of fthe nation only, but of the people of
the lowest soclal grades, a quallty which is not equally apparent in people of
other races." (TAR, |31)

"In short, though adaptable they are not suggestible. As a group they have not
learned to concliliate and are, In fact, somewhat aggressive and unscrupulous In
pursuing an advantage." (TAR, 321)

"Many of the reactions of the Japanese which are mlsunderstood by the whites
really arlse from pride, which has always been somewhat Inordinate among them."
(TAR, 64)

"The Japs played thelr cards well -- alternately truculent and conciliatory,
extreme and moderate." (BNT, 136)

"The Japs, who are also famillar with volcanoes, may well have reconnized that
Pear! Harbor was the channel through which the great might of America must be
funneled before It could spread Into the distant reaches of the Paciflic.”
(BNT, 223)

"A Jap Invasion of Australia was at that time thought imminent . . . (BNT, 254)
"If this were the story of entomological science in Hawail, the tale could go

on Indefinltely. Perhaps mention should be made of another Nipponese menace,
the Japanese or anomala beetle." (BNT, 93)
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"Intermarriages of Japancso with other racial groups wore frownod upon /by
Japanose/ .« . . . As a consoquanco out-marriagon wora, for moany years,
extremely rare though occasionally part-Jupancse children were mol wllh,

One such chlld gave its uncastry as 'part-Japancse, pari-soldier.' Anothor
story that went the rounds told of a Japanese woman who brought her red-
halred baby to the doctor's office. 'Hey, mama-san,' sald the doctor,
'whatsa matter? This baby's poppa have red hair?'

'Me no know, doctor,' was the reply. 'He no take his hat off.' |t was

from such Irregular unions that these rather uncommon parf-Japanese children
eventuated.” (BNT, 65-66)

"The rest of the 160,000 or 122,500 /Japanesc/, having been born in Hawail,
immigrated, without passports, from Heaven or wherever young Japancse-—
Amerlcan babies come from." (Emphasls mine, BNT, 285)

'Can we of Japanese ancestry have equal opportunity in working on defense
projects? We, too, are proud of America, and want to participate in defending
these islands.!' . . . The above question and comment obviously came from one
of those youths who took the gift of American citizenship at its face value,
and found that the certificate, under certain circumstances, fe!l considerably
below par value. They did not understand -- and no one had told them --

that the privilege was unintentionally bestowed by the |4th Amendment to the
Constitution, which aimed particularly to protect the Negroes already resident
In the United States, and for whom many Americans felt the burden of respon-
siblll+y. |+ hardly contomplated (¥s results In non-contiguous territories of
Amerlica. The flnal justiflcation for maklng Amcrican-born individuals citi-
zens was of course the declaration in the Preamble to the Constitution, which
stated that all men were born free and equal. There, again, the bewlldered
American-Japanese did not comprehend that to most of those who siqned the
Constitution this meant 'all white men are born free and equal' the word white
being understood. |t took almost a hundred years of argument, a civil war,
and a milllon lives to clarify half that sentence, and in a large part of America
the question isn't settled yet. The other half, about being born equal is,
unfortunately, a sociological and psychological joke. . . . The whole situation
would be more adequately described if, instead of saying that Hawaii is the
land of equal racial opportunity, we made the more moderate claim that it is a
country of less unequal racial status. Our hypocrisy would be at least less
barefaced." (BNT, 257-258)

"Much more outwardly adaptable than the Chinese he tends to identify himself
with his adopted people and to demand the rights of citizenship. An instance
of this identification was afforded recently in the debate between the Uni-
versities of Oxford and Hawali. In the course of the debate one of the Japa-
nese members of the Hawaiian team, without appreciation of the significance,
humorous or otherwise, of his remark, spoke of the 'ideals for which we fought
in 1776!' There is evident a desire to claim not only the rights but even the
traditions of Americanlism!'" (TAR, 101}

"Again it is worth restating the thesis that both mentul and physical changes
in the young Japanese may be ascribed fo Hawaii's peculiar environment with

its stimulaoting or humanizing effects. Some of the changes in viewpoint and

behavior were due to educatlon, but in Hawail educational efforts cwor with ~*z

current and not against it, as is so often the case.

Ridiculous as may seem the identification of the Hawaiizn=sorr (zi.7- .2 » ¢
Amarican +tradi*lons, i* was a long step *towards aclitica asz'™=" == -7
Tounasio s oreaa. 3T TR



"While these countries fAustralla and New Zecaland/ had rigidly excludcd Orientals,
thls country up to 1907, the date of the so-called Gentiemen's Aqrecment,*® had
invited whole~sale Immigration with the result that our population were In large
proportlon Japanese.

*This was |lke the Holy Roman Emplre, which was neither holy nor Roman. One of
the parties to the Gentlemen's Agreement was hardly a gentleman and the other
hardly agreed!' (BNT, 63)

8. PORTUGUESE

"The Portuguese Individually have shown considerable progress but they also lack
the group cohesion of the Japanese. They are slower in adapting themselves to

new situations so that their general planning capacity must be considered as scme-
what Inferior. They too are thrifty and industrious but lack the resolution and
determination of the Japanese. They are not emotionally well-controlled, are very
suggestible, and possess that Impulsive extrovert attitude so widely characteristic
of the Mediterranean people. . . . Impulsiveness is probably one of their worst
defects." (TAR, 323-324) )

"From what we have sald about contract labour it Is plain that the conditions were
only slightly better than those of_the American negro under slavery -- yet what a
difference In raclal achievement /in Hawail/. The Portuguese, on the other hand,
If we may_belleve the description of the early arrivals, have made no such notable
advance /as the Orlentals/ because their potentialities were so much less."

(TAR, 308)

"The Portuguese, |lke the Japanese, are certainly not noted for their tact or
concl | latory qualitles. In this respect they rank almost as low as the Porto
Rican. In comparison with both Oriental races they are impulsive, Irresolute

and excltable, three traits usually assoclated with the so-called 'Latin tempera-
ment.' Whether It Is proper to speak of 'thrift' as an innate quality is doubtful
but there Is little doubt of the Inherifance of impulsiveness and the other cha-
racteristics of the extrovert temperament." (TAR, 101)

9. PUERTO RICANS

"According to these ratings the Porto Ricans as a group show the least planning
capaclity, are the most impulsive and excitable. and are conspicuously lacking In
resolution and trustworthiness. Only in resistance to suggestlon and in conci-

— . ——--—llatory attltude do they earn even moderate ratings. Their aggressiveness appa-
rently does not impress itself upon the observers, perhaps because of their small
numbers.

"Racially the Porte Rican is a hybrid of widely different blood strains, a mixture
of Spanish, negro, and aboriginal Indlan, so that in his racial affinities he may
be sald to out-Mexican the Mexican. He shares the worst qualities of the Portu-
guese and of the Filipino, so that of all the migrants to Hawaii he is probably
the worst timber for cltizenshlp. |t will be interesting to see whether the
second generatlion will continue to display the defects of character of the first.
If so It will be a strong proof of the old adage that 'you cannot make a sllk



purse out of a sow's ocar.' Tho evidonco alroady polnts thot way. .
Apparently both character and mentallty are deficlent iIn this group." (TAR 107-108)

10, Whltes

"Another factor which has lowered the temperature of the Hawailan meltlng pot is
that there is no well stabilized clvllization developed by a numerically important
Indigenous population which might form a mould into which the new racial elements
would flow and solldify in pre-appolinted forms. The dominant Influence has of
course been that of the Anglo-Saxons but, numerically speaking, this group Is

not overstrong." (TAR, 25)

"I+ may be true, It unfortunately is true, that the more intellectual stocks
are losing qround, numerically speaking, through voluntary birth control.”
(Emphasis mine, TAR, 351)

"The order or standing In average intelligence in these referred or clinical
cases /in Hawall?bcorresponds extremely well wlth that obtained In other racial
comparisons, usling an entlrely different selection of subjects. The average
Binet 1.Q. of the North European group was ten polnts higher than that of the
next raclal group, the Koreans /Order: North European, Korean, Chinese, North
European~Hawal lan, Chlnese-Caucaslan-Hawallan, Japanese, Chinese-Hawallan,
Portuguese-Hawal lan, Portuguese, Fillpino, Hawallan, Puerto Rlcan. / i @

That 1t Is probable that these results represent the racial order of unTelllqence
Ts shown by the fact that 1f the Blnet results are segrogafed In the two age
perlods, that Is, cases from 6 to |12 years and cases above 12 years, the order

of the raclal group Is practically the same, the correlation of the two sets of
rank orders belng .98." (Emphasls mine, HSH, 96-97)

"While we are not alarmists we recognlze that a serlous situation confronts the
domlnant white race.

Madison Grant Is one author who takes the most pessimistic view, regarding the
future of the Nordlcs, as the following quotation shows: 'It would appear that
In all those parts of Europe outside of Its natural habitat the Nordic blood is
on the wane from England to Italy and that the ancient acclimated and primitive
population of Alpine and Medlterranean race are subtly reasserting thelr long
lost polltical power through a high breeding rate and democratic institutions.’'
The factors In this decline, as Grant sees them, are that the Nordic element in
such races as the Anglo-Saxon, In both its branches, form the fighting section,
causing a disproportionate loss of |lfe for this race; emigration also takes its
toll of the adventure-seeking Nordlcs." (Emphasis mine, TAR, 329-330)

"Another conclusion that may be safely reached from consideration of the studies
presented Is that as far as the white race is concerned the differences should be
called natlo-mental rather than racial. The low position of the Portuguese is
significant of this fact. But It must also be remembered that the tests used

are only very partial measures of intelligence, In the broad sense that we have
deflned the word. It may well be that the tests used do not examine the special
abllltles characteristic of the Portuguese and hence do not represent their level
of Intellligence falrly." (PIE, 225)

"As regards order of success In performance, the study revecaled the effect of
geographlcal or cultural selectlon, In that the two qgroups of whites In Hawall
consliderably excelled another group of whites of similar educatlional standing



examined In schools In a town in eastern Unlted States and theso, in turn,
were ahead of the Portuguese. These differences showed the Importance of
natlo-raclal dlfferences, the highest and lowest place In the array of
results being held by the two branches of the white race." (HSH, 92)

1l. Women

"Similarly differences In temperament in the sexes are also brought to light

by the maze tests. . . . These /sex/ differences cannot be accounted for on
the score of the boy's greater famillarity with the type of situation presented
by the tests, though this would account for the superiority of males in many
other performance tests. The maze sltuation Is quite new to both sexes. Hence
the differences In performance are most probably due to differences in tempera-
ment." (GPM, 14)

"Obviously, the differences Justify only one conclusion: Males are superior,
although this fact must not be interpreted as proof of general sex superiority.
The possibllity that men and women, boys and girls live in dlfferent environments,
with different types of stimulation and conventional pressure patterns Is
conslidered. Thls Is probably truer In primitive ra*her than civillzed conditions,
but the writer belleves that this situation would not account for such a consis-
tent trend. Probably Inherent temperamental differences are to a great degree
responsible.” (Emphasis mine, PMT, 135)

"The usua! answer to any comparison of achlevement in the sexes is to point to
the fact that for centuries women's opportunitlies have been morc limited than
men's. But It is ridlculous to pretend that In these days of coeducation and
feminine Independence each female asplirant Is In some way or other dragging
round behind her the load of lost opportunities of past generations. This is
Just as absurd as to assume -- as some do -- that woman's Inferior position
for centurlies accounts for an inherited Inferiorlty, as if each woman is not
the daughter of her father as well as of her mother." (TAR, 162)

"After all, the question of sex dlfferences should be stated as such, and not
as a questlion of superiority or its reverse. It Is well to recognize, however,
that there are, and probably always will be, differences in achievement and
that the possession of certaln deflnite personality traits in different degrees
underlies these differences. The position has been excellently summarized by
Jastrow who says, '"Comblne in varied measure the tangential disposition, the
zest of the unfamiliar and of Its conquest, the shrewdness of wit, the trend
toward organization, the objective interest, the mastery of control -- all
congenlal and reenforcing qualities, apply them to different ends and you
proceed measurably In the comprehension of mascul ine superiority as an exe-
cutive, as a devotee of science, as a philosopher.'" (TAR, 164~-165)

"The argument of both the race and sex levellers that inequalities of achieve-
ment are entirely due to restricted opportunity should surely beglin to have a
lessened value. Women's cultural advantages are probably at the present day
equal to men's |f we accept the contention that woman's small achievement Is
due to the fact that she carrles with her the load of centurles of repression,
then that 1s tantamount to admittiIng that the disadvantage has become an
inherent one.” (TAR, 308-309)
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1V. PORTEUS' SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS

"The demonstration of significant racial differences in certain
temperamental tralts leads us back to the consideration of the
relation of these differences to the social adjustment of the races
and also to the dliscussion of some of the practical Implications

of our conclusions.”" (TAR, 320)

"The progress of race is not entirely a matter of chance circum-
stances nor Is it entirely related ro racial intelligence. To
borrow an apt analogy, heredity deals the player the cards but
experience teaches him how to play them. But in the game of life,
heredity means more than the mere dealing of the cards. We inherit
also the capacity fto lecarn to play them. 1|t is the consideration
of this dual role of heredity, of the fact that it means more than
mental endowment but also the capacity to use that endowment which
glves the position of the hereditarians such strength. Mental

endowment Is the primary or basic factor. |f the individual lacks
a certaln basic level of mental capacity you may surround him with ,
all the cultural or environmental stimuli that you will, and there

is no progress. So education except of the very simplest kind is
absolutely wasted on the idiot or imbecile and calls forth the most
Inadequate response from the Ausirallian aboriginal? (TAR, 306-307)

"Flnaily In enumerating the social effects of deficiency in these
tralts, we may consider education whose avowed aim is the making

of good citizens. How can we expect education to achieve its end

if the human materlal 1t works with is so inferior? . . . We have
already noted the inferlior position of the Filipinos and Porfo
Ricans both as regards educational status and Their social effi-
clency Indices. Assuming then that each dollar spent on education
In this community brings us back 100 cents worth as regards teacher-
training, physical equipment, wisely planned curriculum and effi-
cient school administration, still the effect of a low average
soclal efficlency index Is very simllar to having the rate of finan-
clal exchange against us, the dollar being worth only little more
than seventy percent of [ts face value. . . Social alleviation

and effort of all kinds Is a disheartening affair, a matter of
helplng lame dogs over stllies, and when they are over they are

still lame." (TAR, 113)

"What then is the conclusion that we should reach as 1o the bearing
of these advantages on Inter-racial competition and especially

wlith regard to our own relations with Japan. |In the first place

a warnling Is needed agalnst those who would cry peace when there

Is no peace. Some representatives of religious organizations are
especlally prone to minimize the fact of racial competition. They
would |lke to believe that we are already approaching a golden age
of universal fraternallsm and inter-nationalism and that a Christi~
anlzed world will show no Inequalitles due to race or colour. These
leaders are ably backed up by certaln anthropologlists who would aluwo
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minimize the effect of race on progress and achlevement. Thelr
one~-slded attention to certain ethnological data leads them to
neglect much of the evidence that points towards the importance
of physlcal differences, and they also fend to recgard all demon-
strated differences In character or intelligence as being due *to
varying educatlonal advantages. Our reply Is that whether appa-
rent or not there is golng on a ceaseless racial struggle for
dominance that no number of platitudes about brotherly love will
obviate; and secondly that this struggle for dominance is by no
means waged on equal terms." (TAR, 327)

"OQur personal opinfion of the inherent advantages that the Japa-
nese race enjoys Is so high that we would entirely favour a policy
of rigld excluslion from Canada, Unlted States and Australia. |f,
however, we wlsh to avolid racial rancor and bitterness it is well
fo state the grounds for this exclusion exactly as we have done so,
and not from the standpoint of an unfounded racial superiority
complex." (TAR, 335)

"Congress, foo, in restricting immigration by a quota system is 1
recognizing the fact that some check on the alien influx is neces-
sary. But even if a ban Is placed on future immigration, the
various races are already tremendously represented here. Of what
use is It to man the walls after the wooden horse is already within
the cltadel? . . . In the present state of affairs it is perhaps
more proper to speak not of the Americanization of the alien but

of the allenizatlon of America." (TAR, 7)

"But perhaps the heaviest handicap that western civilization still
carries Is the humanitarian impulse. Side by side with the growth
of medical sclence has been the development of this impulse towards
presarving and perpetuating the unfit. The burden of controlliing
or caring for the dependent, the insane, the defective and the cri-
minal becomes annually greater. . . . All that we can demand is
that we discard thls thinly diffused sentimentality, which masque-
rades as charity, and especially fto have done with the idea that
soclal work ls properly an adjunct of ladies' bridge parties and
afternoon teas. Thls Is no longer the day of the well meaning
amateur but of the rigorously frained and selected social scientist."
(TAR, 331)

"But there should be no hesitancy in stating the claim that these
lands*have been ploneered and developed through the determination
of the men who pressed forward Into their silent places, and by

the devotion of the women who followed them. These lands belong to
the whlte race by right of peaceful conquest, . . . In the mean-
while the Nordic strongholds in America and Australia must be dev=-
eloped and malntalned. To throw them open to the dangers of Japanese
penetration, peaceful or otherwise, would be to pursue a policy

of race sulclide In a directlon even more effective than those in
which we are wont to practice It." /*Canada, U.S5.A., Australia/
(TAR, 335-336)
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V. EVALUATION OF PORTEUS' VIEWS

This paper shows that given the quality and quantity of Porteus' data,
there is litfTle scientific basis for Porteus' contention that differences
in Intelligence and temperament among peoples are due to gsnetic inheritance.
Porteus' Insensitivity to environmental variables is clearly shown, for example,
when he considered that his studies in Hawaii had sufficiently controlied
environmental Influences simply because, (a) "The subjects were Japanese,
Chinese, Filipinos, and Portuguese children whose parents were of equivalent
social and economic status, having all been brought as contract laborers."
(b) "All the subjects had been educated in the same schoo! system through the
medium of the same language." And, (c) "Practically all had been born in the
Islands so that length of residence was not a factor." (PIE, 221)

To presume, as Porteus did, that on the basis of such measures that
environmental effects were essentially controlled is entirely ludicrous. |t
Is not surprising, therefore, that theorists |ike Porteus were, in their day,
severely criticlzed for not devoting sufficient attention to environmental
influences. Portseus continually had to defend himself against such charges.
(See, for example, Porteus' reactlon to Klineberg in PIE, 211~200.)

Aside from judging Porteus to have made unwarranted conclusions, what
can be said about him with respect to ethical and moral considerations? In
this regard, one cannot help but note that Porteus was not at all hesitant
in proposing the views that he held, even though those views were decidedly
negative for most peoples of the world. |t was not as if Porteus was unaware
of their social Implications. Porteus did do his work during a period which
saw the rise of Fasclsm and the raclal superiority theory of Hitler. Porteus
was well aware of Hiltler's views.*

Not only was Porteus keenly aware of the social implications of hls work,
but he himse!f drew many such Implications on his own. As this paper showed,,
Porteus dld not hesitate to propose that Filipinos be given a non-intel lectual
educatlon, nor that Japanese be barred from immigrating to the "Nordic"
countries of Canada, Australia and the U.S. There is no doubt that had the
soclal and educatlonal policies which Porteus advocated been adopted in Hawaii,
the condition of non-white peoples in Hawail today would be deplorable.

As the social historian Lawrence Fuchs indicates in Hawaii Pono (1961, 51, 134)
and as the soclologist Andrew Lind points cut in a review in the Far Eastern
Quarterly (1948), the views of Porteus chiefly served the dominant haole estab-
lishment of Hawaii. During the twenties and thirties the non-haole peoples
were striving for better wages, living and working conditions, for themselves,
and for better education and employment opporfunities, for Their children.

The haole establishment, however, was opposed to providing such benefits.
Porteus' views argued in favor of support of such policies.

*Porteus outlines Hitler's views in his Introduction to PIE (p. 1). Actu-
ally, it Is a verslon of Hitler's theory which Porteus himself advocates. While
Hitler claimed superiority for Aryan whites over all other peoples, as was shown
in this paper, Porteus makes the same ciaim for "Nordic" whites.



tn this regard, consider, too, the struggle which non-haole peoples had
during that period for dignity and equality undcr the law. An excerpt from
an editorial in the Honclulu Star-Bulletin, March 27, 1920, shows, for example,
what the Japanese were up against. The editorial is titled "Why the Japanese
'"Problem' Exists":

"In our opinion this feeling toward the Japanese has been engendered
almost entirely by their temperamental characteristics, their Insin-
cerity, the suavity and friendliness with which they greet one socially
and the bitterness of their attacks from under cover when an issue comes
to a controversy, as evidenced by their conduct of the present strike
on this island. The conviction is widely entertained that the majority
of the Japanese are deceitful, tricky and not to be relied upon. Such
foundations as may exist for this belief have, beyond question, been
furnished by many of the methods of their businessmen, as well as the
attitudes of large numbers of other Japanese."

Such establ ishment attitudes were undoubtedly reinforced by Porteus'
work. As a result of the considerations presented in this paper, | cannot
but conclude that Stanley D. Porteus served the people of Hawaii badly. |
do not belleve, therefore, that a building on the campus of the University
of Hawali should honor this man by bearing his name.





