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We investigated the effects of environmental hormones on rock shells collected from the Kumamoto and

Fukuoka coastal waters and its usefulness for environmental education in lower secondary school. The

occurrence of imposex on the rock shells was observed in harbor but not in the sea shore, These results suggest

that organotin compounds such as tributyltin (TBT) derived Irom ship probably is the main source and still
remains at hazardous levels. The practice using the rock shells in lower secondary school gave students much
interest in protection of environment. These results indicate that rock shells with imposex are still found in
Kumamoto and Fukuoka coastal waters and the practice using the shells is useful for environmental education.
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