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There are many temples in Tainan, where people gather everyday to pray and enjoy themselves. The
purpose of this paper is to show some social functions performed by the Taoism in the local society of
Tainan. The field research in August, 2001 reveals main four types of social function as follows.
1. The center of social gathering (typel). People spend communal time with their fellow villagers.
2. The center of social education (type2). In some temples there are small school in which villagers
~ enjoy the anti-illiteracy programme and other social educations.
3. The center of shopping and entertainment (type3). In some temples people enjoy shopping and
drinking-eating in the stalls in the place. ,
4. The center of shelter (type4). In some temples, mainly large ones, they have an accommodation
facilities for pilgrims to stay at night. This facility gives a chance for local people to have an income.
Temples are the centers of life in the village.
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