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Development of Image Deformation Software
for Mentally Handicapped Children
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A new computer application for image deformation has been developed for mentally handicapped chil-
dren. A simple operation of a single mouse-click deforms the image displayed and gives a sound at the same
time. The images can be deformed along with an another monochrome image prepared — called the deforma-
tion style image — which shows a deformed geometry. Both the right and left mouse buttons have the same
function for the software operation. The image files and sound files are selected from an image folder, a sound
folder, and a deformation style folder. A user can manually replace the image and sound files in those folders.
The mentally handicapped children can operate this software by the use of an appropriate input device, even
a child who can hardly operate mouse-click or hold a mouse. This software can make them react and attract
their interest in most cases. This software is thus effective for the promotion of computer literacy for mentally
handicapped and severely handicapped children.
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