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Abstract

We have surveyed the responses of 50 patients to the report that they had cancer. The following
results were obtained.

1. Of the 50 patients surveyed, 47 (94.0%) appreciated being told, while 2 (4.0%) answered that they
should not have been told. This result probably indicates that medical professionals revealed the
diagnosis of cancer to patients only when the patients seemed to be able to accept it appropriately.

2. The most frequent reasons why patients appreciated being told were that knowledge of diagnosis gave
the patients an active will to fight the disease, and that knowledge of diagnosis helped them to feel more
at ease. Each of these reasons was given by 11 patients.

3. After the news, the patients most often turned to their families for support. Patients consulted more
frequently with physicians about their disease and second most frequently with their families.

4. 90% of all patients were satisfied with the time made available to them for making contact with medical
professionals, and 94% felt that the people around them understood and accepted them.

These results indicate that an appropriate relationship between medical professionals and individual

patients is essential for smooth disclosure of a diagnosis of cancer to patients.

Key words : informed consent, disclosure of cancer diagnosis, support
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