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As a teaching resource for environmental education, the clarification power of rivers, especially for
surfactants, has been widely investigated by extraction-spectrophotometry and the BOD method. It was
found that river water could be easily biodegraded of most surfactants that were the main constituents of
domestic waste water. Moreover, sediments or sandy soils in rivers have been found to be effective for both
biodegradation and adsorption of surfactants.
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