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CA
PTA

IN
C.

R
.

B
O

X
ER

Professor
Chozo

M
uto

in
N

o.
14

of
his

Bibliography
of

A
nglo-Japanese

Relations
m

akes
som

e
interesting

refer-

ences
to

English
Bills

of
Lading

m
entioned

in
the

D
iary

of
Richard

Cocks,
and

other
contem

porary
sources

dealing

with
the

English
trade

in
Japan

during
the

early
seventeenth

century.00

The
learned

Professor's
observations

rem
inded

m
e

of
som

e
old

Portuguese
Bills

of
lading

of
about

the
same

period
which

I
acquired

in
Lisbon

som
e

tim
e

ago;
and

which
are

perhaps
not

without
interest

to
students

of

econom
ic

history,
as

being
som

e
of

the
oldest

surviving
exam

ples
of

their
kind.

The
great

influence
exercised

by

the
Portuguese

on
the

com
m

ercial
life

and
m

ethods
of

the
East

during
the

days
of

their
greatness

is
at

last
begin-

ning
to

be
recognized

by
m

odern
historians

;
for

hitherto
attention

has
been

concentrated
almost

exclusively
on

their

political
and

religious
activities,-to

the
virtual

exclusion
of

their
equally

far
reaching

and
in

som
e

w
ays

m
ore

lasting

econom
ic

influence.
Even

superficial
students

of
colonial

history
are

probably
aw

are
that

such
m

odern
every-day

å
 

(
1

)
Choz5

M
uto

:-B
ibliography

of
A

nglo-Japanese
Relations

{XIV").
Reprinted

from
Part

II
of

the
15th

A
nnual

of
tH

e

N
agasaki

H
igher

C
onnnercial

School,
Nagasaki,

1936,
pp.

12-17.
'
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1
0

<
 

term
s as. -C

ontpradore and 
G

odow
n are derived from

 
or through the P

ortuguese; 
but the high state of organization 

w
hich-

their com
m

ercial transactions ~ttained is not p
erh

ap
s' so 

w
ell 

know
n;' and i~ ~lIIiply proyed by 'instances' like 

the follow
ing. 

O
f the bills of lading w

ith w
hich this essay deals, only tw

o are of 
E

astern origin, 
the others being 

connected. w
ith 

B
razil; but the ty

p
e w

as dearly 
a fixed 

one, 
and 

doubtless 
sim

ilar form
s w

ere used 
in the C

hina 

and Japan trades as 
w

ell. 

T
h

e annual India fleet 
w

hich left L
isbon for 

G
oa in the spring of 

162·3 consisted of the carracks Silo F
rancisco 

X
avzer (flagship), 

Santa Isabel and 
N

ossa 
Senhora 

da 
C

O
llceifilo; 

the galleons 
Sallto 

A
ndre, 

il-1i.zen·corrl/a and Silo 

Silll(io, 
as 

w
ell 

as tw
o pinnaces, 

Silo 
B

ra
z and N

ossa 
Senhora 

da 
G

uia. 
T

h
e outw

ard voyage w
as a disastrous one, 

only the galleon 
Santo 

A
ndre·arriving at G

oa in O
ctober of 

the sam
e year. 

T
h

e squadron left 
the T

agus on the 

25th M
arch; the line w

as 
passed on the 1st June and the C

ape 
rounded on the 25th July. 

T
h

e pinnace .iV
ossa 

Senhola da 
G

uia fell 
in 

w
ith the outw

ard-bound E
nglish E

ast-Indiam
an 

C
oaster in the latitude of the C

ape and w
as 

taken after a "d
o

u
b

tfu
l" tw

elve-hour action. 
H

ow
ever, h

er captors found the v
essel" so spoiled in the fight" 

that 

she w
as allow

ed to 
proceed to 

M
ozam

bique, w
here she found that h

er consorts had arrived on the 22nd S
eptem

ber. 

It being too late in the season to continue on to G
oa, 

the fleet 
w

as forced to w
inter in the harbour of M

ozam


bique. 
O

n the eve of departing for India, 
a sudden storm

 arose during 
the night of 

January 24th, 
1624, 

w
hich 

resulted in the loss of three 
vessels 

V
lz.,-th

e carrack Santa Isabel, 
the galleon S(io .s"zillilo and the pinnace 

Silo B
raz. 

A
fter the surviving ships h

ad
 fm

ally 
sailed for 

G
oa on the 27th M

arch, 
the luckless 

j\Tossa 
Sm

/lO
ra 

do 
G

uia again 



parted com
pany, an

d
 w

as w
recked o

n
 th

e coast of A
rabia. 

It w
as 

th
u

s w
ith 

only th
ree sail 

(Sr;o 
.1 f'nl7lclsco 

X
av/cr, 

lV
ossa 

Sen/lora 
da 

C
O

llcez'fao 
an

d
 

ilfizfi'/cord/a) o
u

t of his original 
eight th

at th
e C

aptain· M
ajor, 

D
o

m
 A

ntonio T
ello, 

reach
ed

 th
e bar of 

th
e M

andovi at th
e en

d
 of M

ay, 
1624. 

T
h

e tard
y

 appearance of th
e survivors of th

e ill·fated 
1623 

ileet, 
w

as 
som

e\vhat 
com

pensated for 
by th

e safe 

arrival of th
e eight sail 

com
posing th

e 
1624 

fleet 
in S

ep
tem

b
er of th

at year. 
T

h
is last squadron 

chiefly 
consisted 

of w
ar·gal1eons destined to proceed to 

th
e P

ersian G
ulf against an

 A
nglo·D

utch force 
w

hich w
as 

ex
p

ected
 th

ere in 

connection w
ith th

e operations off 
O

rm
uz. 

O
nly th

ree vessel:" 
th

e carracks 
Ct'71CO CYzag"as 

(F
ive \V

ounds of C
hrist), 

an
d

 .iV
ossa 

S
m

h
o

m
 da 

Q
uielafao, 

together w
ith 

th
e galleon Sao .foao, 

cam
e u

n
d

er th
e orders of 

th
e A

dm
iral Joao 

P
ereira C

orte·R
eal as C

aptain-M
ajor for th

e retu
rn

 voyage 
in 

th
e spring of 1625. 

T
h

ese th
ree 

vessels 
w

intered in 

th
e bar of G

oa, 
together w

ith th
e th

ree survivors of D
o

m
 A

ntonio 
T

ello's ill-fated 
fleet of 

1
6

2
3

-th
e
 tw

o calT
acks 

Sao F
rancisco 

X
alJieJ' 

an
d

 lV
ossa 

Scnitora ria 
C

'onceifao 
an

d
 

th
e 

galleon 
11.f;zeJ'/corri?o-taking 

in 
their 

cargoes 
of 

p
ep

p
er an

d
 o

th
er com

m
odities u

n
d

er th
e protection of th

e fortresses 
of M

orm
ugiJo an

d
 N

ossa S
enhora d

o
 C

abo. 

T
h

is bdngs us 
to 

th
e raisoll d'elrc of this article, 

nam
ely th

e CO
ll/;{'CilllC1llo, 

o
r B

ill of 
L

ading, from
 

th
e C

arrad
: 

C
O

llcez'fao, 
w

hich is 
rep

ro
d

u
ced

 in facsim
ile herew

ith. 
T

h
e translation of 

this rem
arkable 

d
o

cu
m

en
t m

ay 
b

e read 

as follow
s 

(th
e italicised portions are in

 M
s. 

in th
e o

rig
in

al):-

"
I, B

m
to

 G
01Z:;tlZvez w

ho now
 w

ith the help of G
od, 

am
 going for 

the K
ingdom

 as Second P
ilo

t of the C
arrack w

hich 

G
od preserve, 

N
~
 

S
ta

 da 
C01ZCel~"(jo, 

state that 
it is 

true that I 
have received and laden w

ithin the said C
arrack, from

 you 

B
en

n
ett Sanclzes C

orrea a desk 
w

/tlz leg
s 'Z(nl1z a la

b
el addressed to tlze C

onde de 
O

bitares as also a
n

 
O

ratoY
lo 

w
itlt a label 

S
O

M
E

 E
A

R
L

Y
 P

O
R

T
U

G
U

E
S

E
 B

IL
L

S
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F
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A
D
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G
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1
1

0
 

C
onlledm

ento or B
ill ot 

L
ading from

 
T

h
e P

ortuguese C
arrack N

ossa 
Sl:l1llO

Ya 
d

a
 

C
O

llcel)10, 
G

oa, 
1625. 



a
d

d
ressed

 to 
tlte co

n
fesso

r 0
/
 Hl~' .l.1Ia/est)', 

a
ll c02Jered 'iu/tlt lea

tlter, lite w
la

d
t I 

a
m

 ta
k
/n

g
 /n

 
171)' 

calnil all 
w

ell 
w

rapped 

up &
 in good condition, &

 clearly m
arked on the outside, and I bind m

yself by these presents duly 
signed~ that, 

G
od bringing m

e 

in safety w
ith the said C

arrack, I w
ill give and deliver it thus and in ,the condition in 

w
hich I 

r'eceived it, 
in the In

d
ia H

ouse to 

senhor A
n

t
O

 S
u

ch
es o

r /n lll~' absence to .m
r./cro

lllillo
 /rz. A

7i'es o
r to his true assignees, w

ithout m
y being paid anything for this, 

since I w
as paid the freight thereof at the tim

e of signing this, &
 to certify the truth thereof I have signed s/x bzlls bills (szr) to this 

effect, one of w
hich being fulfilled renders the others null and void, &

 for the perform
ance w

hereof I pledge m
y person and goods, 

both 
present 

&
 

future. 
\V

itnesses w
ho w

ere present tltose 
,U

IIO
 

IW
7}e 

SI'g'ned below
 lil 

G
oa 

tlte 
IS

 0
/ F

e'Zw
ltaJ:V

 0
/ 1

6
2

5
 a. 

(A
utograph signatures) : 

D
z'og'o 

D
IllS

 
B

C
lIlto 

g
lz 

S
)'m

u
o

 
de 

C
osta. 

T
h

e docum
ent is 

endorscd o
n

 th
e back, C

'O
!/cc/r;ao 

lV
. 1625. 

C
O

llitec/IIlC
ll/O

 
de 

B
el//o g

//y
z 

S
O

/II jn
/o

w
 de itit. C

U
Il

tador e itli 
ora/ort"o 

q 
!C

l/a 
a 

ell/regal' 
flO

 
m

I'. 
A

llio
 

SIIJloJes. 
(C

ollaifrlo 
iV

. 
1625. 

B
il! 

(?/ 
B

en/a 
G

O
ll;alvez, 

second 

p/lol, fo
r 

a 
D

esk m
iff an 

O
m

/()}'/o 
w

it/cit 
lie 

l~' 
!a

/.:/llg
 10 

rle!l'vcr 
/11 

S'''r. 
A

n/oJl/o 
Sallcllcs). 

It is w
cll printed o

n
 good 

paper bearing a contem
porary w

atcrm
m

k. 

It is 
obvious 

that this 
docum

ent is 
a bill 

of lading, 
though th

e P
ortugucse w

ord 
C

O
/Lk.:e/m

O
l/o, 

by w
hich the 

original itself is 
entitled, 

m
ay be rendered into E

nglish by 
"acknow

ledgm
ent," 

"bill," 
"b

o
n

d
," 

or 
"receip

t." 
A

 

bill of lading has been defm
ed in its 

essence as 
"
a
 shipm

aster's receipt for goods entrusted to him
 to carry in his 

vessel," 
w

hich is exactly w
hat this C

O
i'illC

(:/lIlclI/o 
is. 

It is 
equally clear that here w

e havc a bill of lading in its very 

early form
, 

since the sh
ip

o
w

ller-o
r in this case th

e p
ilo

f-accep
ts full 

liability' Iordelivering th
e goods 

in 
perfect 

condition 
to 

th
e 

consignees, 
provided only that 

the ship 
reaches the port of destination. 

T
his is indeed a very 

S
O
~
I
E
 E

A
R

L
Y

 P
O

R
T

U
G

U
E

S
E

 B
IL

L
S

 O
F

 L
A

D
IN

G
, IG

25-1708. 
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1 111 

different state of affaiIs from
 

that w
hich prevails to

d
ay

,w
h

en
 a shipow

ner is so elaborately safeguarded by the com


prehensive· exception clause of his bill of Jading, 
that h

e is, ·practically speaking, 
liable for nothing at all. 

2
) 

It is 
not the purpose of this article to discuss th

e origin and developm
ent of th

e bill of lading, 
but a few

 w
ords' 

m
ay perhaps be devoted to sim

ilar P
ortuguese docum

ents of th
e sam

e period, w
hich 

have com
e to light in recent 

years. 
A

 few
 

other 
C

O
llltC

C
t"IIIf1

l!O
S

 have been preserved in 
Japan from

 
the tim

e 
w

hen 
the 

P
ortuguese 

of 
M

acau 

drove a flourishing trade w
ith 

N
agasaki in th

e first 
quarter of the X

V
 lIth

 century. 
T

hese 
c
O

llitc
C

lillrtlto
S

, 
are 

how


ever R
espondencia B

onds rather than 
B

ills 
of 

L
ading, 

as 
Inay 

be 
seen 

from
 

the 
term

s 
of 

the 
follow

ing 
typical 

exam
ple :'3;:4) 

( 2
) 

"\V
ith the im

p
o

rtan
t exception of seaw

orthiness. 
F

o
r an interesting discussion of the B

ill of L
ading and its 

term
s, 

see 
pp. 8

1
-8

5
 o

f D
ouglas O

w
en's 

O
cean 

T
ra

d
e a

n
d

 Shippzitg, 
C

am
bridge, 1914. 

T
h

e B
ill o

f L
ad

in
g

 is 
there referred to as 

a doC
ll

m
ent of very great antiquity, b

u
t unfortunately no X

V
II century 

specim
ens are reproduced 

to 
enable 

a 
com

parison 
to 

b
e 

m
ade 

w
ith the P

ortuguese 
conhecim

ento here described. 
N

o
n

e of the authorities w
hom

 I 
consulted had ever seen o

r heard of an earlier 

B
ill of L

ad
in

g
 in jm

itted
 form

. 

( 3
) 

F
o

r a 
discussion of these 

L
uso-J apanese R

espondencia B
onds an

d
 facsim

ile 
reproductions of som

e of the m
ost interest

ing of them
, 

see the tw
o 

follow
ing articles by the 

present w
riter :-lV

o
tes on th

e P
o

rtu
g

u
ese 

T
ra

d
e liz Ja

p
a

n
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
L

uoane/ 

p
erio

d
 (1624-1643), (Shz'gaku, T

okyo, 
H

133), 
pp. 7

-2
7

; and P
o

rtu
g

u
ese 

C
oJ1tm

ercz'aZ 
V

o
ya

g
es to Ja

p
a

n
 th

ree lzzm
dred yea

rs a
g

o
 

(1630-1639), 
(Japan S

ociety, V
ol. 31), 

pp. 6
5

-7
5

, w
herein w

ill be found 
a 

facsim
ile 

of the 1e3S
 bond translated aboye. 

(4
:) 

M
r. 

K
en

taro
 S

hiba 
(~~{K:A:r!IO 

contributed a 
m

ost interesting. 
and 

detailed 
article 

to a Jap
an

ese 
J
o

u
rn

a
l-"

 Studz'es 

Z
il Eco1Zom

z'c 
H

t'story 
Wiii1'fLl:!.~m~t) 

(V
ol. 

X
V

II, 
N

os. 
1 

an
d

 
2) 

entitled 
"O

bservatt'ons 
O

il 
R

espondetzcz'a 
B

o
n

d
s 

(N
agegin 

S
hom

on) , 
w

ritten 
in Japanese w

ith copious extracts from
 
contempor~ry 

P
ortngnese and Japanese Docnmp.~s." 

(8
 ~£kj(1xtn~It1'O) 

7JJW
f) 



"
I, P

ero
 F

ernandez de 
C

arvalho, F
actor of the 

C
ity of M

acau, hereby declare that I 
have borrow

ed four thousand taels 

of b
ar silver from

 
S

uyetsugu S
ocotu (=

S
o

to
k

u
), m

erchant of H
akata, at tw

enty-five per cent, 
on behalf of 

the said 
C

ity of 

~Iacau. 
A

n
d

 the said S
uyetsugu S

ocotu declared that this sum
 

of 
four 

thousand taels is to go from
 

here to 
M

acau divided 

in equal 
am

ounts on board the tw
o ships N

ossa 
SenllO

ra da 
Concel~(jo, 

w
hich is the flagship, 

and N
ossa SenllO

ra do R
ozario 

e S
a

o
 
GOll~·alo. 

F
ro

m
 M

acau to this city 
(next year) 

the am
ount 

is 
to be returned 

(in goods) 
equally divided am

ongst the 

ships of the voyage w
hich sail first; and in

 case only one is sent, it w
ill take only one third of the w

h
o

le; 
in

 the event of 

the voyage being cancelled, 
another 10 %

 m
ust be paid. 

T
h

is silver bullion w
ith the profits earned 

thereon 
w

ill be repaid 

by the F
acto

r w
ho succeeds m

e, 
for and on behalf of the C

ity of M
acau, 

forasm
uch as 

the m
oney is borrcw

ed for 
the said 

city. 
N

angassaqlle (N
agasaki), sixth of O

ctober of sixteen 
hundred and thirty-eight. 

(Signed) 
P

ero F
ernandez 

de 
C

arvallzo. 

T
his docum

ent is endorsed on 
the back in 

Japanese for 
forty 

k
W

O
ll of 

bar 
silver, 

and 
the 

P
ortuguese 

w
ord 

C
onhecim

ento is 
used in its Japanese form

 of 
l{zm

isilz'lllento, w
ritten in the native l{o

lla
 syllabic script--another strik

ing instance of P
ortuguese com

m
ercial influence in th

e F
ar E

ast at the tim
e. en 

A
lthough this docum

ent is, 
as stated 

( 5
) 

A
lthough the w

ord is not to be found in 
th

e w
orks 

of Y
ule, 

B
urnell, D

algado and other Indo-E
uropean lexicographers, 

its use 
w

as 
w

idespread in the F
ar E

ast as 
m

ay 
be seen 

from
 

the follow
ing 

extract 
from

 
H

agcnaer's 
voyage 

in Jap
an

 
in 

1637, 

printed in V
ol. II of the B

eg
/n

 ende V
o

o
rtg

a
n

g
h

, 
(A

m
sterdam

 1646), under the date of i. x. 
1

6
3

7
,-." .

.
.
 is den O

p
p

er C
oopm

an 

V
an S

anen .
.
.
 naer M

eaco gesonden, om
 aldaer 200 kisten silvers yder van 1000 teyl 

ofte 
2700 

guIde, 
op deposito, 

tot 1
}%

 a 

2-%
; onder behoorlijcke hantschrift, (hier cognosse~enten genaem

pt) te lichten 
&

c." "C
o

g
n

o
ssem

en
ten

" is 
of course the P

ortuguese 

C
o1theainm

to. 

S
O

M
E

 E
A

R
L

Y
 P

O
R

T
U

G
U

E
S

E
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L

S
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F
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A
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G
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1 1 ffi 

above, ,a R
espondencia B

ond, 
that is to say, 

a receipt 
for m

oney borrow
ed upon 

the security 
of 

a 
vessel's 

cargo, 

or :even on th
e vessel itself, 

rather than a B
ill of L

ading in the m
odern sense of th

e term
, 

yet,the P
ortuguese used 

the sam
e w

ord 
C

onhecim
ento for both kinds of receipt. 

It seem
s probable 

that 
at 

this 
period there w

as 
no very 

hard and fast 
distinction behveen the tw

o, 
but in the case of 

the 1638 R
espondencia B

ond, 
the 

Japanese shipper 

is afforded m
ore protection 

against 
certain 

risks, 
than 

is 
the 

shipper 
of 

th
e 

goods 
in 

the 
1625 

B
ill 

of 
L

ading. 

A
nother point of difference is that th

e latter docum
ent is 

a 
printed 

one 
and signed by several 

w
itnesses, 

w
hereas 

the surviving L
uso-Japanese R

espondencia B
onds, 

though draw
n' up in the sam

e phraseology, arc all in m
anuscript, 

and the m
ajority have the signature of the borrow

er or ship-ow
ner, only. 

A
s 

th
e 1625 

C
onhecim

ento is a printed form
, 

it seem
s clear that there 

m
ust 

have 
been thousands of them

 in 

com
m

on use at 
the 

tim
e.: 6) 

N
evertheless, 

in 
the 

course 
of 

fairly 
extensive 

researches 
am

ongst 
the 

P
ortuguese 

A
rchives for details of the Indo-P

ortuguese 
m

aritim
e 

trade, 
I have never 

com
e 

across 
another 

such 
one. 

E
ven 

though this B
ill of L

ading can scarcely be unique, 
the num

ber of 
such 

form
s 

that 
have 

survived 
the 

vicissitudes 

aw
aiting such ephem

eral scraps of paper for 
over three hundred years, 

m
ust 

be 
extrem

ely 
sm

all. 
A

n 
additional 

interest is lent to the rem
arkable docum

ent by th
e rom

antic 
circum

stances 
in 

w
hich w

ere involved the goods and 

( 6 ) 
It w

ould be interesting to 
know

 w
hether the form

s 
w

ere 
printed 

in L
isbon o

r at G
oa. 

If the 
latter, 

then 
w

e 
have 

here a hitherto unrecorded specim
en of early Indo-E

uropean typography. 
T

h
e form

er alternative, 
how

ever, 
seem

s to be the m
ost 

likely of the tw
o, judging by its relative clearness and neatness com

pared w
ith contem

porary productions of the G
oa press. 



th
e carrier m

entioned therein, as 
w

ill 
be seen from

 
the story of th

e fate of the carrack iV
ossa Set/lionl d

a
 C()llcei~ao. 

B
efore resum

ing th
e thread of this tale, a few

 
w

ords m
ay be devoted to th

e personages nam
ed in th

e B
ill of L

ading, 

or to such of th
em

 as can be identified. 

A
bout th

e 
Sola-P

dq/a, -or second pilot, 
P

ento G
on<;alvcs, 

alm
ost 

nothing has been asccrtained hitherto. 
T

h
e 

llam
e G

on<;alves is 
a vcry C

O
lllm

on one in P
ortuguese, 

and num
erous 

seafarers w
ith 

the sam
e patronym

ic, 
can be 

traced in contem
porary docum

ents. 
A

 
Sala-P

llato, 
B

artholom
eu G

on<;alves, 
appears as 

second pilot of 
the carrack 

Sao 
ThoJJlt~ 

one of the consorts of the 
lV

O
S

S
{! 

SC
ll/tortl 

do 
C

O
llC

eiffia 
in 

1621, 
but 

it 
seem

s h
e sailed 

for 
India in 

the 
1622 fleet, 

so there can hardly be 
a confusion in 

the C
hristian nam

es. 7) 
M

y friend, 
S

nr. 
F

razao de V
ascon

cellos, 
has how

ever unearthed an interesting reference to 
B

ento G
ony-alves 

in th
e archives of the 'T

orre do T
om

bo 

at L
isbon. 

T
h

is is 
contained in an 

A
lvard, or royal decree, 

dated th
e 13th l'vlarch 

1623, 
granting him

 perm
ission, 

in his capacity as 
So/a-P

,!0la of 
the 

.LVassa 
S

m
h

o
m

 
d{f 

COllCCz'fQO, 
to 

bring h
o

m
e from

 
India tw

o sl<w
es and a che::;t 

full 
of goods (other than those declared 

contraband), freight 
and 

duty free. 
It 

w
as obviously uncler the term

s of 

this A
lvo

m
 that P

ento G
on<;alves 

w
a,s 

enabled to 
take 

w
ith 

him
 the desk D

nd 
oratory of A

ntonio S
anches. 

S
uch 

perquisites w
ere at th

at tim
e
-a

n
d

 for a long tim
e after-th

e privilege of all 
of th

e ships' officers in varying degrees. 

T
h

e tw
o w

itnesses defy identiftcation, 
at any rate for 

the nonce. 
In 

all 
probability, 

they w
ere m

erely C
ustom

s 

H
ouse officials, 

or som
e of th

e ship's oJlicers. 

(
7

)
 

J.V
om

ea;'uo 
d

e o.!fidai;; 
da 1

la
lteg

a
,u

o
 das 

naos q
u

e este 
a

7
1

0
 

(I6
2

2
) 

k
in

d
e
 

/1' 
p

eril a 
.India. 

C
o

n
tcm

r. 11s. 
p

rin
ted

 
on 

p
p

. 1
5

-2
2

 o
f m

y
 article in

 th
e 

A
llacs do 

C
lub 

J
lil/ta

r 
J.V

rl7lal, 
L

isboa, 
l<J))O

. 
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W
ith th

e rem
aining personages, w

e are on firm
er ground. 

B
artolom

eu S
anches C

orrea, 
the shipper of th

e goods, 

w
as a w

ealthy 
C

hristao 
JlloZJo, 

or converted Je",', 
w

ho w
as a prom

inent 
trader in G

oa. 
In

 later years, 
during the 

V
iceroyalty of th

e C
onde de L

inhares (1630-1636), 
w

ho w
as 

a noted protector of this class, 
h

e w
as 

farm
er of the 

C
ustom

s at G
oa, in w

hich his enem
ies accused him

 of introducing illicit 
practices 

to 
the 

detrim
ent 

of 
th

e 
R

oyal 

E
xchequer. 

It w
as likew

ise alleged that h
e w

as 
concerned w

ith th
e V

iceroy in shipping forbidden goods to P
eg

u
; 

but these 
and other stories are probably m

ainly inspired 
by 

th
e 

m
alicious Jew

-baiting w
hich w

as one of the chief 

occupations of 
both secular and ecclesiastical dignitaries 

at 
the 

tim
e.'S) 

T
h

e 
persons 

to 
w

hom
 

the 
goods 

w
ere 

consigned are easily identifiable. 
T

h
e 

C
a

ll/a
d

m
' or desk (w

riting bureau?) 
w

as destined as 
a present for 

th
e C

onde 

de O
livares, th

e fam
ous 

M
inister and favourite of K

ing P
hillip IV

 of S
pain; 

w
hilst the 

oratory 
(or praying-stool ?) 

w
as sent to th

e R
oyal C

onfessor, 
th

e D
om

inican F
rey A

ntonio de Soutom
ayor.'O

) 
O

bviously th
e w

retched Israelite-

w
ho, like 

m
ost others of his class, 

w
as 

doubtless a C
hristian o

n
ly

" from
 

the teeth 
out "-fe

lt 
it politic to keep in 

th
e good graces of the all-pow

erful M
inister and C

onfessor, 
w

ho shared betw
een th

em
 

the 
c
o
m
p
l
e
t
~
 confidence of 

th
e K

ing. 
T

his w
as 

th
e m

ore necessary since about this tim
e there w

ere repeated orders issued from
 

M
adrid and 

( 8 ) 
R

ela;llo dos servi;os q fez 
0 

C
onde 

de 
L

in
h

a
res sen do 

V
zsorey 

&
c. 

M
s. 

of the U
niversity L

ib
rary

 at C
oim

bra, a copy 

of w
hich w

as 
kindly lent m

e by P
rofessor P

restage. 
It is an anonym

ous, and for the m
ost p

art highly scurrilous, 
production. 

(9
) 

A
 

large num
ber of docum

ents signed by h
im

, and dealing w
ith the appointm

ents of 
various ecclesiastical 

dignitaries in 

the years 1622-1626, are preserved in the B
ritish M

useum
 

(E
gerton M

ss. 
1

1
M

). 



L
isbon, 

that no persons of H
ebrew

 extraction w
ere to be appointed to any positions of authority in th

e P
ortuguese 

In
d

ies-th
o

u
g

h
 these orders, like 

m
ost Iberian R

oyal decrees, 
rem

ained a dead letter in so far 
as 

the authorities at 

G
oa w

ere concerned.'lO
) 

A
ntonio S

anches and Jeronim
o F

ernandez A
ires, 

to w
hom

 the goods w
ere to be deliver~cl 

at th
e India H

ouse 
in 

L
isbon 

for 
transm

ission 
to 

M
adrid, 

w
ere 

presum
ably 

relatives 
or 

frienq.s 
of 

E
artholom

eu 

S
an

ch
es-th

e first-nam
ed being perhaps his brother, and probably identical w

ith 
the cartographer, A

ntonio S
anches, 

w
ho flourished at L

isbon 
cerea 

1
6

2
1

-1
6

4
1

. 

T
h

e story of th
e hom

ew
ard voyage of the 

J.V
ossa S

en
h

o
ra

 d
a

 
C

'O
llC

C
1'fao and h

er five consorts, though a rom
antic 

and eventful one, is 
not germ

ane to th
e subject of this essay and m

ust be sum
m

arised in a few
 lines. 

T
h

e squadron 

cleared th
e bar of G

oa on M
arch 4th, and had an uneventful voyage as 

far as 
the 

C
ape 

w
here bad w

eather w
as 

encountered. 
T

h
e 

C
O

J
ltc

ifa
o

 sprang a leak as 
a result of 

the buffeting 
she received, and 

all 
e[orts to render her 

seaw
orthy by throw

ing overboard part of the cargo proving unavailing, 
it 

w
as 

resolved to beach h
er at S

aint H
elena. 

H
ere the carrack w

as 
w

arped close inshore off 
C

hapel valley on the north-w
est side of the island, 

som
e of 

th
e cargo 

being unloaded and distributed am
ongst h

er consorts. 
T

hese in their turn left 
th

e crew
 

of 
the 

C
r>1Zcct'r;Q

O
 

an 
ad:' 

ditional supply of m
unitions and stores, 

after w
hich they resum

ed their voyage for L
isbon. 

S
hortly after this, 

th
e hom

ew
ard-bound D

utch Indiam
an H

olland/a bore in sight of 
the anchorage on the 14th 

. (10) 
F

o
r an excellent 

account o
f 

the 
attitude of 

the secular 
an

d
 

ecclesiastical 
authorities 

tow
ards 

the 
despised 

and 
hated 

C
llristfio

 
)V07'O

S, 
~ee 

D
r. A

. de S
ilva C

arvalho'f; study 
G

a
rd

a
 d

'O
rta

, 
C

oim
bra, 1934, especially pp. 

'40-'49 
and 151-180. 
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June, an
d

 prom
ptly attem

pted to 
capture th

e half-stranded 
carracl~. 

T
h

e P
ortuguese how

ever succeeded in beating 

off 
th

e .FIollm
zdz"a's attack after a brisk cannonade in w

hich 
b
o
~
h
 

sides sulIered som
e loss, 

but th
e 

C
O

,'?C
e;·fC

lo w
as so 

badly hulled in the action th
at ~he 

w
as 

finally 
ren

d
ered

 unsem
vorthy for 

good and all. 
T

h
e rem

ainder of h
er guns 

an
d

 
cargo w

ere thereupon taken out, 
an

d
 th

e carrack scuttled in 
th

e shallow
 

w
ater. 

T
en

ts 
and 

barricades 
w

ere 

erected o
n

 th
e beach from

 
th

e silk 
and cotton goods 

w
ith w

hich 
th

e illfated vessel h
ad

 been laden, 
w

hilst th
e guns 

w
ere m

ounted in a battery defended by packs 
of India'n clothing 

an
d

 piece-goods. 
E

nough of 
the 

ships tim
bers 

w
ere salvaged to enable th

e castaw
ays to build a 

sm
all 

sloop 
w

hich 
they 

sent 
to 

PahiC1 
ill 

P
razil to ask for 

aid. 

T
h

is w
as not long in com

ing, 
bnt, before its arrival 

they had 
to repel 

anothe:r 
attack 

m
ade by 

a com
bined A

nglo

D
utch squadron of 

h
o
m
e
w
a
r
d
-
b
o
u
n
~
 

E
ast-Indiam

cn of four sail 
w

hich called 
at 

the 
island in N

ovem
ber to obtain 

w
ater. 

E
v

en
 th

en
 th

e O
dessy of th

e 
C

O
/lC

c1fC
lO

'S 
surY

i\'ors 
w

as 
not over, 

for 
w

h
en

 six 
relief 

ships, 
convoyed 

by 

hvo S
panish galleons, 

arrived 
from

 
B

ahia 
in D

ecem
ber, 

another D
utch 

vessel, 
th

e 
Jl/t'ddcllllrgh 

appeared 
01I 

th
e 

island an
d

 engaged in a running fight 
w

ith 
th

e galleons. 
T

h
e ,kliddelturgh foundered as 

a result of the ham
m

ering 

sh
e received in

 the action, 
but th

e S
paniards like\vise suffered heavily, 

their 
C

o
m

m
an

d
er an

d
 

m
ost 

of 
his 

officers 

being killed. 
A

fter this interruption th
e castaw

ays com
pleted loc:c1ing their goods and sailed for P

ahia, 
\vhence they 

departed for 
L

isbon at th
e en

d
 of F

ebruary, 
1626. 

A
 

violent storm
 

off 
th

e A
zores 

on 
th

e 
11th 

A
pril, 

\vas 
re

sponsible for 
th

e loss 
of several of th

e convoy. 
T

h
e' rem

ainder reached th
e T

agus 
early in M

ay, 
and th

u
s at last 

th
e cargo of th

e 
C

o
n

ce
;ru

n
, 

or such of it as 
had not been lost in all 

these vicissitudes, 
cam

e safely hom
e.(Jll 



\V
hether th

e desk and oratorio m
entioned in the conacoilleJIto of th

e Sota-P
/loto, B

ento C
O

lH
,'alves, w

ere am
ongst 

the goods w
hich reached th

e persons to 
w

hom
 

they w
ere addressed, 

w
e shall never know

, 
but it is perm

issible to 

hope so. 
T

his particular cO
llizec/m

cllio w
as presum

ably not 
on board 

the 
C

O
llceifC

l
0

, 
but 

in 
one 

of 
h

er 
consorts, 

w
hich h

ad
 reached 

L
isbon in O

ctober, 
1

6
2

5
,-ju

st m
issing a com

bined A
nglo-D

utch fleet of over one hundred sail, 

under vV
im

bledon and H
aultain, 

w
hich w

as 
01: 

th
e P

ortuguese coast 
on its 

w
ay 

to 
attack 

C
adiz. 

Incidentally, it 

w
ill be seen from

 
th

e w
ording of 

the form
 

that six copies ,vere m
ade o

u
t; evidently one for each of the six vessels 

in the squadron. 

T
h

e other tw
o 

C
O

ll/zcc/m
clltos 

w
hich 

,vere referred to 
at 

the beginning of this 
essay, 

have 
not 

nearly 
such 

a 

rom
antic history attaching to them

, 
and can be dism

issed in 
a few

 
lines. 

T
h

ey
 are of th

e sam
oe 

type as 
the 

1625 

bill of lading, 
w

ith 
only m

inor variations in w
ording, 

and both relate to 
B

razll. 
T

h
e earliest of th

e tw
o dates from

 

1664, 
and w

as signed in R
ecife 

(P
ernam

buco) on th
e 22nd A

ugust of 
that year 

b
y

 
one 

P
edro 

F
rancisco, 

M
aster 

of th
e ship 

iV
ossa 

Sat/lO
ra 

d
a

 
E

rzm
nzeTfC

lo. 

e
ll) 

vV
hen the great traveller P

eter M
unday visited S

t. 
H

elena eight years later, 
he noted in 

his 
Jo

u
rn

al 
that 

besides 
the 

ruins of forty o
r fifty 

dw
ellings erected by the castaw

ays 
of the 

C
ow

:ei; ao 
"m

an
y

 of 
the 

rlbbes of 
the 

C
an-ark w

ere yett to bee 

seene and aboundance of Iro
n

. w
orke all over the S

trand." 
(T

ra
'vels o

f P
e
te

r ..:7funcia)" 
H

ak
. 

Soc. 
E

d
. 

V
ol. 

II, 
p. 

329. 
T

h
e 

E
d

ito
r w

rongly dates the w
reck

 of the carrick to before 1588). 
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C
onhecim

ento or B
ill 

of 
L

ad
in

g
 from

 
the P

ortuguese 
ship 

l\T(lSsa 
Sell/lO

ra 
d

a
 Elican/{{~·as, 

R
ecife de P

ern
am

b
u

co
 1664. 



T
h

is form
 

is slightly longer than th
e 1625 

version as 
regards th

e printed portion and reads as follow
s 

(italicised 

portions are 
in M

ss. 
in th

e original) :
-

"
I, P

ed
ro

 F
rancisco, 

native of P
eniche, M

aster th
at I am

 of the sh
ip

 N
. 

S
. 

da 
E

u
ca

rn
a

/lo
, 

w
hich G

od preserve, nam
eu. 

(blank) w
hich is at present anchored in th

e p
o

rt of 
R

ecife de 
P

ern
a

m
b

u
co

 
in 

o
rd

er 
w

hen 
opportunity 

offers 
to

 
prosecute 

ll1'y -voyage to the p
o

rt of the 
C

z"ty 
o

f L
isboa, 

w
here I 

am
 

bound to discharge, 
state th

at I 
have received 

and 
laden 

w
ithin 

th
e said sltip, below

 deck, 
w

ell w
rapped np and in

 good condition fro
m

 
th

e S
u

p
erin

telld
a

n
t o

f th
e R

O
J'al C

ustom
s o

f tla
s 

. C
a

p
ta

in
cy, 

(/reg
o

n
o

 
C

ardozo 
de 

V
ascollcellos, five chests a

n
d

 tw
o

 cases o
f w

lu'te su
g

a
r 

'Z
tlh

lC
ll 

l't 
is salii 

a
m

o
//n

t 
to 

tw
o

 

lu
m

d
red

 a
n

d
 jifty

-tw
o

 arrobas(12), 
O

ll 
a

cco
u

n
t o

f th
e serz!lce o

f H
is lU

ajestJ! 
w

h
o

m
 

G
od 

j>
reser7)e, 

appertai1l7ilg 
to

 
th

e 

d07.ory 
o

f th
e 

~l£ost 
S

eren
e 

Q
ueen o

f G
rea

t B
rita:J1(13), 

clearly m
ark

ed
 on the outside, w

hich I 
b

in
d

 
and 

prom
ise 

m
yself, 

G
od 

brin~ing m
e in safety w

ith 
the said sltip to the said port to h

an
d

 over for 
and 

on 
behalf of 

you 
to th

e 
j1Hm~-ters o

f 

th
e 

C
O

ltndl o
f th

e 
E

xch
eq

u
er in

 th
e 

C
o

u
rt 

a
n

d
 

C
d

y o
f b'sooa, 

a
n

d
 elsew

h
ere 

to. 
th

e 
o

ffid
a

ls o
f th

e
 

R
o

ya
l 

T
rea

su
ry, 

paying m
e for 

freight 
like th

e rest. 
In

 order to fulfill 
an

d
 keep this, I 

pledge m
y person, an

d
 goods, 

an
d

 th
e sa

/d
 sldp, in 

proof of w
hich I 

have given you 
four 

bills to this effect signed by m
e o

r by m
y purser, one of w

hich being fulfilled renders 

the others null and void. 
D

o
n

e in
 the sa

id
 R

eC
lj'e 

011 
th

e 2211d A
u

g
u

st, 
1664. 

(A
utograph 

sig
n

a
tu

re
):-

P
ed

ro
 

.F
ran;o 

(1
2

) 
A

 
P

ortuguese w
eight of about 32 lbs. 

a. 
d. 

p. 

(1
3

) 
I. e. 

Q
ueen 

C
atherine of B

raganza w
ho h

ad
 m

arried
 C

harles 
II 

in 
16U

2 
w

ith 
a 

dow
ry 

of 
B

om
bay, 

T
angier, 

and 
a 

m
illion cruzados 

(ducats), m
ost of the m

oney being p
aid

 in jew
els, sugars, and other m

erchandise. 
It w

ill be 
recalled 

th
at K

ing 

C
harles' P

ortuguese bride form
ed the .ostensible reason 

for th
e B

a
k
u

/u
's refusal to adm

it the R
etu

rn
 w

hen she attem
pted to reopen 

the E
nglish trad

e w
ith Jap

an
 at X

agasaki 
in 

1073. 
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T
h

e third 
C

O
llhecl1JlC

llto 
or B

iU
' of L

ading w
hich w

e have under c~nsideration, 
likew

ise hails from
 

P
ernam

buco, 

and w
as signed by Joseph G

on<;ah'es 
R

ocha, C
aptain of the pink 

N
o

ssa
 Sen/10m

 
da 

P
ter/ode e S(io 

R
oque. 

It 
is 

dated 30th M
ay 

1708, 
and in form

 
and w

ording is 
practically 

identical w
ith 

th
e earlier B

razil 
one 

just transcribed. 

V
irtually th

e only dilIerence 
is that it has an 

official 
stam

p of 
the 

P
ortuguese 

R
oyal 

A
rm

s 
on 

th
e 

top 
left-hand 

corner and is headed w
ith the; line: 

C
om

 
P

n'vtle;:/o 
de 

S. J1"{rg~S!ade, p
a

m
 q1/e 

sd desks C
O

JlizeC
linelltos se l!.ze. 

(W
ith 

Privilege of H
is M

ajesty, 
for 

the exclusive use of these B
ills). 

In
 size it is a little larger th

an
, the other specim

ens, 

and the printing ~s rather better done, 
but otherw

ise it approxim
ates to 

the form
er exam

ples 
so 

closely 
that 

it 
is 

not w
orth· transcribing here. 

F
inally, 

it 
m

ay be 
m

entioned that a fill of L
ading dated 

1776 in 
the present w

riter's 
collection, 

is 
w

orded in 

exactly sim
ilar term

s 
to. the last-m

entioned exam
ple, thus 

proving 
that 

th
e 

form
s 

of 
these 

con/lecillle71/os rem
ained 

unchanged throughout th
e X

V
II[ century. 

T
hese form

s 
in their turn closely approxim

ate to th
e early X

V
II century 

exam
ple from

 
G

oa; and given this unbroken 
continuity of 

nearly 
bvo 

hundred 
years, 

it 
seem

s 
probable 

that 
in 

th
is-a

s in so 
m

any other sp
h

eres-it w
as 

the P
ortuguese w

ho w
ere th

e pioneers. 
A

t any rate it w
ould be interest

ing to exam
ine som

e early E
nglish, D

utch or F
rench bills of lading for purposes of 

com
parison, 

and if this article 

sen'es to' bring such things 
to light it w

ill 
not have been w

ritten in vain. 




