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In nursing practice with children to help them prepare patients
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Abstract We developed a method for setting students learning tasks in nursing practice with children
to help them prepare patients with leukemia for bone marrow transplants.
Self-reported questionnaires on experiences were distributed to 18 students who had been assigned to
such patients during nursing practice; nine were completed and returned. Descriptive data analysis was
performed in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the method we had conceptualized.
The results revealed that students learned the essentials of nursing care for children, indicating that the
task set for the students was effective in helping them prepare young patients for bone marrow transplants.
Nevertheless, nursing students reported having insufficient time to perform assessments or prepare
teaching materials for patients. It was also difficult for teaching staff to give students adequate suggestions
due to the limited duration of nursing practice. Thus, there is the need to consider both the brevity of and
students’ readiness for nursing practice when setting learning tasks for them.

Health Science Research 27 : 79-84, 2015

Key words : Nursing practice for children, Preparation, Learning task



