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Abstract

The independency of children indicates the degree of independence in children’s behavior and is
necessary to acquire the social role of being a human resource in communities. Its conceptualization is a
prerequisite, especially in the “Engagement of All Citizens” project under the Abe Cabinet. This study
aims to obtain basic data that may contribute to the policy of how to develop the children’s role in
community settings. An anonymous questionnaire regarding the image of independence of children
measured by an original self-rated scale was distributed to adult residents of T housing complex, located
in a suburb of Nagasaki City. One hundred and fifty five respondents (response rate: 21.6%) answered the
questionnaire. To investigate the construction of the image of children’s independence, a multiple
regression model was applied using a stepwise method for choosing independent variables. The results
indicated that the strongest indicator of scores for the image of children’s independence was “degree of
interest toward children of T housing complex” (beta=-0.244, p=0.0145), followed by “degree of assisting
children who are in need” (beta=-0.202, p=0.0226) and “degree of reliability towards T community residents”
(beta=-0.184, p=0.0442). The results also indicated that the degree of interest in and contact with
children is a key indicator of the image of children’s independence. Interestingly, the degree of reliability
of the local community is also considered an indicator of the image of children’s independence. Thus, the
reliability of the local adults can be transformed into the reliability of the children residing in the same
community.
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