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The process of generating the situation for regional brands

Masaki WATANABE

Department of Business Administration, Faculty of Business Administration,

Fukuyama Heisei University

Abstract: About 15 years have passed since discussions on regional brands became
popular in Japan due to the conjunction of the rising demand for the regional revitalization
and independence and the development of brand research. However, there are opinions
that the regional brand research is still in its embryonic stage and some criticize that the
concept of regional brands itself has become ambiguous. This paper studied the social
situations from which such “regional brands” have come about through a content analysis
of newspaper articles. The results indicated that regional brands have rapidly grown to be
“the key to regional revitalization” since around 2000.

Key Words: Regional brand, Duality of structure, Situation, Content analysis
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