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individual	donors	supported	the	research	for	this	bibliography	of	primary	and	
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Introduction:	The	Roots	of	Justice	Bibliography	
By	Paul	Olson	and	Kathleen	Johnson	

October	2021	
	
	

The	opportunity	for	the	creation	of	this	bibliography	began	in	2015	with	so-called	
“Mandela	picnics.”	Lincoln	NAACP	and	Nebraskans	for	Peace	members	organized	
these	get-togethers	to	discuss	what	could	be	done	about	issues	of	race	and	prejudice	
in	Lincoln	and	Nebraska.	We	focused	at	first	on	educational	reform	though	we	also	
had	other	arenas	under	consideration.		
	
Considering	the	name	of	our	gatherings,	we	decided	that	we	could	learn	from	the	
“truth	and	reconciliation”	process	that	Nelson	Mandela	had	invented	to	try	to	heal	
the	wounds	of	South	African	oppression.	This	process	has	been	emulated	in	many	
places	around	the	world.	We	also	decided	upfront	that	we	would	look	at	racism	in	
this	state	directed	against	five	groups,	though	these	are	by	no	means	the	only	ones	
who	have	suffered	here.	The	five	groups	we	chose	as	most	obvious	and	numerous	
are	Native	Americans,	African	Americans,	Latinos,	Asian	peoples,	and	recent	
émigrés	or	refugees	who	have	come	since	the	Vietnam	War	from	various	war-torn	
or	hungry	areas	around	the	world.	
	
To	examine	the	truth	of	our	racial	situation	in	Nebraska,	we	felt	that	we	had	to	know	
what	the	truth	about	it	is.	This	meant	establishing	a	research	base	from	scholarly	
books,	dissertations,	archives,	and	journals;	from	memoirs,	taped	personal	accounts,	
live	personal	accounts	and	newspaper	reports.	We	did	not	find	any	studies	that	put	
together	the	whole	history	of	racism	in	Nebraska	using	the	best	scholarly	resources.	
We	did	find	scholarly	studies	of	families,	settlement	patterns,	Native	American	tribal	
destruction	and	land	theft,	patterns	of	prejudice	against	African	American	peoples	in	
housing	and	employment	and	town	“sunset”	clauses,	similar	sorts	of	discrimination	
against	Native	American	and	Hispanic	peoples	in	housing	and	jobs,	and	abuse	of	
Asian	people	during	the	period	of	the	building	of	railroads	and	again	during	and	
after	World	War	II,	continuing	to	the	present.	We	also	knew	of	a	variety	of	patterns	
of	micro-aggression	directed	against	recent	émigrés	and	refugees.		
	
There	are	obviously	patterns	of	discrimination	that	unite	all	ethnic	groups	of	color	
in	a	similar	pattern:	the	assumption	of	white	superiority,	efforts	to	prevent	people	of	
color	from	holding	land	or	real	property	that	has	any	value	or	from	occupying	jobs	
of	responsibility	and	remuneration,	and	the	sanctioning	of	discrimination	in	many	
religious	organizations,	fraternal	groups,	and	country	clubs.		We	also	knew	of	the	
pseudoscientific	sanctioning	of	discrimination	by	disciplines	such	as	phrenology,	



intelligence	testing,	and	some	forms	of	earlier	evolutionary	theory.	On	the	other	
hand,	each	form	of	racism	has	also	had	its	own	unique	flavor	and	patterns.			
	
	
The	discovery	of	what	has	happened	in	Nebraska	in	the	last	hundred	and	seventy	
years	is	not	an	easy	task,	but	it	is	our	goal	in	putting	together	this	bibliography	to	
begin	that	task.	By	putting	together	a	picture	that	has,	to	this	point,	been	
fragmentary	we	hope	to	achieve	something	like	the	truth.	We	envisage	that	filling	in	
the	picture	will	allow	us	to	understand	what	people	have	suffered	and	what	will	
constitute	proper	reconciliatory	measures.	
	
This	is	the	first	iteration	of	a	bibliography	pointing	to	primary	and	secondary	
resources	that	focus	on	the	history	of	race	and	racism	in	Lincoln,	Omaha,	and	the	
entire	state.	Veronica	Duran,	a	Ph.D.	candidate	in	history	at	the	University	of	
Nebraska-Lincoln,	researched	and	identified	more	than	800	sources.	Members	of	
the	history	project’s	steering	committee	also	suggested	resources.	Crystal	Dunning	
and	Kathleen	Johnson	edited	and	formatted	the	entries.		
	
The	bibliography	is	not	definitive;	as	new	resources	are	identified,	updated	
revisions	of	it	will	be	created	and	made	available	online.	
	
In	using	this	bibliography,	researchers,	educators	and	others	may	find	it	useful	to	
consult:			
	

n History	Nebraska	library	staff	to	learn	about	additional	collections	for	
which	a	finding	aid	has	not	yet	been	created.	They	also	may	suggest	other	
relevant	collections	either	at	History	Nebraska	or	other	archives	about	the	
state	or	elsewhere.	The	History	Nebraska	library	has	microfilms	of	all	
Nebraska	newspapers	through	about	2000/2001.	
	

n Archives	and	Special	Collections	staff	at	UNL	Love	Library	for	relevant	
items	or	collections,	some	of	which	may	not	yet	have	online	finding	aids.	
	

n UNL	and	University	of	Nebraska	at	Omaha	library	databases	that	any	
Nebraska	citizen	may	freely	use	on	site.	Library	staff	can	give	instructions	on	
how	to	set	up	a	free	user’s	account	to	search	the	databases	on	campus.	These	
databases	include	1.	Government	publications,	such	as	congressional	
documents;	2.	Documents	such	as	online	newspapers,	scholarly	journals	and	
subject-specific	indices	that	focus	on	fields	such	as	history,	literature,	politics,	
sociology,	psychology;	3.	Legal	resources	and	the	extensive	collections	of	the	
UNL	law	library.	
	

We	hope	that	these	five	bibliographies	will	prove	fruitful	in	helping	us	to	
understand	what	our	history	has	been,	where	we	have	gone	astray,	and	what	we	can	
do	to	help	bring	about	reconciliation	in	our	community	and	in	our	state.		
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“The	Oklahoma	State	University	Library’s	Indian	Affairs:	Laws	and	Treaties	
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University	Libraries,	Dept.	of	Special	Collections	and	University	Archives,	1984.	
https://www.marquette.edu/library/archives/NativeGuide/Help/Preface-
1984.pdf.			
See	the	updated	“Preface”	at:	
https://www.marquette.edu/library/archives/NativeGuide/Help-Preface.php.				

	
Beasley,	Conger	Jr.	We	Are	a	People	in	This	World:	The	Lakota	Sioux	and	the	Massacre	
at	Wounded	Knee.	Fayetteville,	AR:	University	of	Arkansas	Press,	1995.	

	
Bederman,	Gail.	Manliness	and	Civilization:	A	Cultural	History	of	Gender	and	Race	in	
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Indian	Civil	War	Treaties:	The	Instruments	Formed	by	the	Confederate	States	of	
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Bernstein,	Alison	R.	American	Indians	and	World	War	II.	Norman:	University	of	
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Black	Elk,	Nicholas	as	told	through	John	G.	Neihardt.		Black	Elk	Speaks:	The	Complete	
Edition.	Introduction	by	Philip	J.	Deloria	and	annotations	by	Raymond	J.	DeMallie.	
Lincoln:	University	of	Nebraska	Press,	2014.	

	
Black	Elk,	Nicholas	and	Joseph	Epes	Brown.	The	Sacred	Pipe:	Black	Elk’s	Account	of	
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from	the	dictation	of	the	Indian	known	as	S.B.,	it	relates	S.B.'s	life	as	he	looked	
back	upon	it:	with	the	emphases,	interpretations,	and	values	that	he	considered	
important.	Dr.	Radin,	without	altering	the	text,	translated	it	into	English	and	
annotated	it	extensively	to	explain	features	of	Winnebago	culture	and	outlook	
that	might	not	be	obvious	to	the	reader.”--WorldCat	
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thesis,	University	of	Tulsa,	1964.	
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