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Abstract

Background and Obijective: Developing the education of medical
sciences is one of the main objectives of the Ministry of Health and
Medical Education. The first step toward creating value-based educational
programs in the country is to clarify the concept of value in medical
education, which is addressed in this study.

Method: Through critical interpretive synthesis, document analysis was
performed to clarify the concept of value in medical education; then, the
related literature on ‘value’ was investigated. From among 800 articles,
70 articles were selected by purposive sampling. A well-reasoned
synthesis of the contradictory findings in different studies was conducted.
As the next step, critical analysis on the documents was carried out so that
the concept of value along with new concepts and their relationships, the
philosophy, and the place of values in medical education of Iran were
recreated. All the ethical issues were observed. Moreover, the authors did
not report conflict of interest.

Results: Values are created as a system within each individual, forming
the basis of judgment and decision making. Values shape attitudes and
guide our behavior. Furthermore, beliefs affect our scientific approaches.
Scientific evidence that has been provided is not devoid of the scholars
and researchers’ values. In our Islamic society, the basic assumptions
shape our beliefs and values; then, these values determine our direction
and behavioral patterns so that we do not get out of the circle of morality.

Conclusion: In our country, in many areas including medical education,
those programs that guarantee the achievement of values are needed. To
foster the values in this field, the first step is paving the way for
understanding and internalization of values along with the development of
teaching procedures to gain value-based experiences.

Please cite this article as: Yazdani Sh, Akbarilakeh M. Explanation and clarification of the concept of value in medical education. J Res Relig

Health. 2017; 3(2): 78- 91.

Summary

The development of medical education has been one of
the main objectives of the Ministry of Health and
Medical Education and universities of Iran.
Considering the spiritual aspect of human beingas well

Background and Objectives: Universities play a key
role in the development of communities through
training human resources. Improvements in the
structure of the classic methods of education and
research can pave the way to make this happen (1). In
order to carry out modifications and improvements,
especially in the realm of education, conceptual
foundations need to becorrectly established.
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as values in educational programs is as an essential
strategy to promote education (2). However, given the
fact that the concept of value is different in the West
and Islam, the concept of value in education framed by
the West along with the solutions proposed are not
acceptable for usin most cases (3). Certainly, western
resources in this area need to be used cautiously and, of
course, after adequate review. Furthermore, educational
programs which are in accordance with our own
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religious and national conditions have to be provided.
In doing so, the first step is to clarify the concept of
value in educational settings.

It seems that there is no educational program to achieve
these noble objectives (4) and we are supposed to fill
this gap by developing it. The first step in this way is to
understand the concept of value in the field of
education. Therefore, in this study we have tried to
focus on the clarification of the concept of value in
medical education.

Method: In this study, critical interpretive synthesis
to perform qualitative analysisand synthesis of the
literature in critical interpretive style were used. The
clarification of the concept of value in medical
education was our main review question. In our
research, we found the literature related to our research
question and over 800 articles related to the topic of
research; those 70 articles related to the research
objective were selected by purposive sampling.

We used purposive sampling initially to select papers
and later used theoretical sampling to add, test, and
develop the emerging analysis. After identifying the
main categories and sub-categories, a well-reasoned
synthesis of the contradictory findings in different
studies was conducted (5). New concepts and
relationships between concepts were created using
critical interpretive synthesis of documentation related
to the concept of value andplace of values in medical
education.

Results: The main theme in this critical interpretive
synthesis was practical implications of the concept of
value. We make our judgments and decisions based on
our values. Our values shape the attitude which will be
the base of our behavior (6). Also we know that values
are not isolated and spring from a value system (7). So,
we have a set of values to judge and, accordingly,
move and behave. In our Islamic society, there are
basic assumptions that we believe in. These basic
assumptions form our values and the values we set are
the direction of our movements. Our basic assumptions
in the Islamic religion are laws and principles which
determine our direction and behavioral patterns so that
we do not get out of the circle of morality. These laws
and principles are the facts that have been extracted
and approved by the best and most complete jury
(Allah) (8).

On the other hand, ourbeliefs will affect our science.
Thus, it is evident that the truth and scientific findings
are neither pure nor isolated (9). As the owners of
science, our values create a special mentality that will
resultin a special type of judgment in us.In other words,
a particular perspective is shaped by our values. So,
scientific evidenceis not free of scientists’ values (10).
Therefore, we should accept that science is not devoid
of values and, to different extents, objective science is
under the influence of value mentality.

The categories related to the main theme in this critical
interpretive synthesis arethe meaning border of the
concept of value with the adjacent concepts, meaning-
making of value in science and itsteaching, and the
source of values and the influence of philosophy and
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worldviews on the concept of value.

This theme and its categories help not only to clarify
the position of the concept of value in educational
programs but also to develop the planning.

Conclusion: Through critical interpretive synthesis of
the concept of value, we have shown what we mean by
the concept of value when we talk about value in
comparison to closely related semantic concepts. Our
clarification of the concept of value paves the way for
better understanding and minimizes the challenges
posed by theambiguous meaning of value, at least in
the medical education domain.

This study is the first step in the process of moving
toward internalization of values. Now is time to
movefrom the information level, that is expressing a
series of facts and realities about education, to the
conceptual level, that is understanding the connections
and interactions between facts (11).

We are equipped with high values of Islam and Quran
as the comprehensive framework in any development.
However, there is a lack of basic research as for value
internalization and practical guidelines in order to
fostervalues andvalue judgments in practice. We hope
that this study will be useful when addressing these
shortcomings, hence improving our medical
educational system.
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