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Abstract

Background and Aims: Absconding from hospitals presents big challenges to the health care systems, with
consequences such as delay and incomplete treatment process. Also it may result in increased personal workload
and the cost burden of health system. The aim of this study was to determine absconding rate and its driving
factors in a public hospital in Bushehr city in 2017-2018.

Materials and Methods: The present descriptive cross-sectional study was conducted in a general hospital in
Bushehr. During the study, patients' information was extracted by a checklist from their medical records
between 20 March 2017 and 1 March 2018 using census method. Ethical criteria such as confidentiality of
patients' names and the hospital under study were observed.

Results: Absconding rate was found to be 0.18 percentage. The highest number of escapes was noticed in
emergency wards (137 and 92%), meaning that in average 6 persons have escaped each month. Mean age of the
patients was 29.02 and they stayed 2.07 days in the hospital. The highest frequency of escape was observed in
male patients and in singles which occurred in night shift. About 72% (117) of patients did not have health
insurance, but 88% of unpaid amount was belonged to insured persons. The total amount of damages was
estimated to be 1,411,950,080 Rials. The average cost per patient was also appraised to be 9,540,203 Rials.

Conclusion: Despite the low escape rate at the studied hospital, the property damage was significant. Installation
of gates and controlling the entry and exit of patients, coupled with increasing the number of physical protection
staff and insurance offices, as well as reforming the clearance process and insurance laws are proposed to reduce
the occurrence of this problem.

Keywords: Patient Absconding, Bushehr, Public Hospital

Please Cite this article as: Kiani J, Zareizadeh J, Esfandiari A, Boveyr N, Gholizadeh F. Investigating the
effective factors on patients' escape from one of the public hospitals in Bushehr city in 2017-2018: A descriptive,
cross-sectional study. Journal of Health in the Field. 2020; 8(2): 57-65.

*Corresponding Author: Iran, Bushehr, Persian Gulf Martyrs Medical Training Center, Clinical Research Development
Center

Email: Kiane1386@yahoo.com
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22037/jhf.v8i2.30421

Received: 12 May 2020
Accepted: 22 November 2020


mailto:atefehesfandiari88@gmail.com
mailto:atefehesfandiari88@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22037/jhf.v8i1.28485
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7205-7925
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4909-8435
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6968-0217
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8403-4360
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1813-1012

do,e 5 Sublagy delilad

ol g udlags 0aSlasle - il dpd (Sdh pele olKasls
0 5OV Slwio AT Lsls Yo, Lok A 090

Ry Ao

AVAFAVAY Jlo j0 jedgy s (090 GG jlows 31 (SO 51 ol jlows 5148 0 g0 Jolge oy y

20503 B dodold T 1y grcnlobs Iad o T g sl adble < Tesly oe 1) yham o ) LS alios

Olrl estesr by (S pole olKails ) ks (slagd oy (553900 35 0 e sl Sl ighy dnwsi 9oy ages sulitily; paass 1S )
Ol s esder Sy pole oSl S5 eaSiilanuilf sl (S5 slo 58 05,8 okl Y

Ol st e Kb pole Kol Sy 0uStils eceallus (65 Euwlins 09,5 ol ¥

Olpl by by (S pole olSails () s (slagd (Gloyd (LBigel 35 s o Sl (Sloiagh dxmg axly ( Sy Silo gl ad ) (culis IS -F
Olnl by e S pole olKails (o)l mds slagd loys (jgel S50 (Sl slaimgs drwgs 9l (an ) slol wb )l owlis )5 -0

ouuS

celoizl (2 )lse loys il B 5o JUST 4 omie a5 105 0o gmme Cuallis pllas Sllams 51 (S el Loy 51518 i Sl g diro
% 50 b ke sla Fhs 5 bl ot (ol Ll 8 (lie s dallae ol 51 Ban 005 o Gloyd 35150 4y o
g Rhg (sogee Slagbiw Lo

3 hlem sl 5 e S Spns Clellll ol SIS oy e allls S gy al ) 3 Slss
Ol slew 5 Ohlows pb (092 ailo 2o oz 51 BUST (1 slge .0l gl ol (S (sloodis 5l (5 )lad jus (29, L ATAVAYAZ la Lo
08 Laley gy o9

Ohles IS 51,82 )1, dilale (5 Silo 595510 a0 < NA (Sloj ahaio (nl )0 G b6 ey IS 4 Sl (Lo )13 ()l5ee Sl
Ohlews 50 51,8 Slgld i 09 59, VIV eyl jlows 50 BT Caldl ae g Jlos YAegylyloss s (5uSSlen 2353 (s Lo 53 0055 yams
YV g, VIY) des 8B ) les olawd .Canlodgs o(duo )0 AY g 15 YTV) uily ol urzl po g o (6,5 10 5 0090 0,500 01,81 4 050
lg Slhlus 5 &l 09 cadidan o8l gpw s Sl anie A JS 5 a0 AN Jg 0 jeSde llen S5l (o)
s 50T b, AT ¥ Sl 12 ai 5uSils g JU, VEVVRD¢ + Ae cons

el i pane (nl g58y (2ol olinday Lo Sl 05 az g3 L end o)l 0l b lon (nl 55 05 18 Oliee v sl 1 S A
il oo denr Gl 5 a5 a8 pllol (Sany Slilol g (S5 cblax (LSS Gl llen @55 5 9955 S5 g oS

238 Ol jlow g oyl yloss 1,8 (o lguds

sl Slopiegsy s S50 o)l il hied Glays (Bi5el S 0 s ol nl i o o0 9 3
E-mail: kiane1386@yahoo.com

AP/ Y/TY b Cdl 0 & )6

VY7 /Y il o o dy & ,0


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7205-7925
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4909-8435
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6968-0217
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8403-4360
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1813-1012

Ol slaw Sl Olbew 13 2 Jse Jolge

e obe 45 sl osls 3158 Ao YE L Y/0
3 me O3 OUT doys Q0T 5 s g Jle YAV 513l
e 5w Ollen S L3 Sll o xin [E] Kles
MY K ol V80 ke L SedSl 585 @ by e
Gopds Ve s sl Qa8 E/YA Ll g 0/0A s

8] b e Sl sla
3 e Ol gladli sl S5l Ohles D13 e 5 O 5
o3 Ol 5 Ol S andl Gladddis () fage
Sy ke Oladlas 3 45 55 e g (ulla
osos S0kl 3118 Ol ol 4B S 13 ) 5
DorVE] cd ol Jio1S Asn Y/E B/0 s 01l 5o
G o gy ey BB 5 Jale Ol Dl e DLyl e oS
Slbwsloy 33 Moy 52 DS 5 s
4 Ly s Sl 5 (aBss Ol 13 ¢ (S50,
SIS e el Jil slesss Lo s Oblew ale
3SR Ol 3 ORan 5 Lt [E] Lles sed
DS oy /0 spd= |y 3t eses g0k sles
33 S Do 5 ol S 31 GlS1p o iy o s g
DV el zils 3, &G S sl e b o il sl Jis
(Jalse plelis 5 513 Ol cpmnd Gda b canlllas ol
53 G Whles 03 T L B e sla Sy 5 Lol
Mo Db msn s dn Sl B3l S 5 S
plnil g (g uaal ol oad ol Ol 5l b
5 Sl She Glew blis 5 sl ) Koy el

.>>J§ V.A\J_‘) dxal-

L by 930
ol SaddS o5 5 e g5 ) ol rass,
s pll g s Slss _ aisel She 5l S s aS
ol S el Shlay ol andllas 4 55,5 slas .ol
OLL BN Jle elappsys b hnl I Ok be
Db sl i ps Al s ATAY Jl sleidd
3ol Sdge b @Sl (g s 0y SIS 5 4 S5
elnil 5 OLSHS 5 Sy S Osk Wl oekilosls

Lgl.@)l.;.&ﬁ ..L;‘h)j.a_.' t_gj:v‘ b dL:—uﬂ)LQ.;J ‘L;L‘ k_)L»-n.?'ﬂJnr'S

4o ,e 53 Cuilig asldad /0A

dadle

o3l Oy Shoe Gl Olles o w0 Ol sles 5101 3
Pl e g 0Ll 0555 b s Sleys OLSIS 5 K
Dlslags 5105 V] 5550 Wbl csle VY I K
5 35 g ol 3l n (claplss Ao 31 LS
S3mtr 3 0Lz InT 3 oSS ok 5 b 4 s 1S [Y]
Ole ml 5 el ol 5 e (55050 e
3 O L SRlBl (el ol e
228 o SRl Sl e ST S els e 4 ]
lolew 31 A a8 a0 0L e a5, 0 sUeas [V]
bk, hip S e SKapol sbobusby 5«
S JB s 485 55 (e gons cnlial Wile (g ko
0l oslle Wl e aS [0 dias o 55, 355
sl 5 S50 S s (s s 5 Ol by ar s
L[] ks

Sl ilg diee SO Olwle o3l Gs b S5
5 Sl g 5 bl (ool slaw o b g
amalm 33l 31 L 5 slen pased (gl e bl ()l
23 Ohley Slogas 5 )18 e po) p oplply (ol
Gospe whidy nl g5y 5l Sk o bs, wL
s @b e gla gy Lo i Oldlle ol
Olojs 3 Calbgn 5 i pdy pde dile ¢ S slits (Sla s
Jos s Ol 5 S 050 Bl pe 5 5000 oils)
ks opl 585 03 L, (Sl olslin 5 >l
B 55 e e e 7] el 5505 S
Ol oy 53 3o 31 0350 550850 ¢ St ol
slagze by 5 Jb S pde 5 dnn AL
5 S5 e s 3l gl gl (S e Ol
S los 3| o 4 Uzl s ulsm et o ales )l
Sl 0l o L3l il DUl 5 555 Sl das ¢ Sl
[v-4]

5o Olwslen 31 Obles L3 Ol (ol o 3,158
day 28 ple s oo e &l Ol
L (K500, ok las Gl s JS 15 Ol



04/ ul)l_iﬂ,‘}_.l:s«lﬁ;—

Laassly
30 ol (5t 0dis 11 Olslasy IS LT oo
il bl Sdp Solbe el s il
YA Jl ole 3,55 6l 511 Glaw Slpa AY 550
S5 VEA &S e e OLES YAV Jl slediind 0L G
4 03l Ukl Ol Lol b bSOk Oblew
S5 1 lslag b Ol o 5 QLSS 5 S,
F o S ODbew L3 Ol plpby dles se
(Sl phaie ol 53y Olslen cpl 5 QLA e
Aol a0k ssbay 5555 a3 1 o3 2 /A
Aledgas 515 Ol slas 53 06 ey Olley JS 5
Il 53 5 days /Y agd= YA JL s 5l 3 Ol
Lgy ol aS il odd avilome Lp )5 +/VV 550 YAV
DU 53 5 Ul ilsysl sla o 55 WL« ials
e S8 4 Ohlay S8 (Ao)s) Ol sl 03 5

.Qm‘e,\.i«fb\ggie)mJ)Jz)bngM

VW44 Ol Y oyl A o) s

Jﬁdu‘d\)w 4”)§u'l‘ oJJ_gﬁ:du.wJJ.wb (aJ&J:Jsch?-
6@&.,\3)};1 )\ gabjg )\Jﬁ Q\)L@y 4..:15 Slelbl castlas
Sor 5l eslizad bos (goled w3, b0l Ko
6_5[7- C».w.:.‘ ;iq_— U'~’~\ RS a..l:s.:)f C‘ﬁm‘ C,.w.:.‘
Loy Sy i) ol s Slaas (SIS 50 Ul
S 0y S Lo 5 S 65 Olsle (5 0y 2550 i
Slelbl el sl 67-‘]]9 gu:.:.\.:: Sldles UALA\J) B
oo s plel iy Ohles eliyn osled 5 4yl
Obsloy SEGL 5 a5 dly g anl o b5 3 S
A oSS ab g e G S (L ey Sl
o s Sl gla g, Sl el b ol glaesls
le 3 53 doss 5 Sl e Sl (k)

A5 S > SPSS-25

St S SSE 4 Ol 1 (A253) Oljee =Y 0 jled J gl
Table 1- The rate (percentage) of patients escaping by hospital ward
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Table 2- Frequency and percentage of descriptive variables
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