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Making software citation easi(er)

The Citation File Format and its integrations
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Citation: We know how to do this
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Problem: Citing software with complete and correct metadata
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METADATA: Name? Authors? Version? Journal/publisher? Publishing date?

??



The Citation File Format (CFF)

• Community format for providing

software citation metadata in 

CITATION.cff (YAML)

• Focus on (advanced) citation

use cases and usability

• Actively developed

• Integrated with

• GitHub

• Zenodo

• Zotero
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METADATA: In a CITATION.cff file in the source code repository

NEW

http://yaml.org/


Citation File Format in GitHub
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• Detect CITATION.cff files

• Render information (BibTeX, citation styles)

based on currently viewed commit

• Link to CITATION.cff file

• Documentation and template

https://docs.github.com/en/github/creating-cloning-and-archiving-repositories/creating-a-repository-on-github/about-citation-files


Citation File Format integration in Zenodo

• Uses citation information

in CITATION.cff via 

GitHub-Zenodo integration

• No conversion to .zenodo.json …

• … unless user supplies advanced

(e.g. contributors) information

(coming in future CFF version)
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Citation File Format integration in Zotero
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• Zotero connectors pick up the 

information in CITATION.cff



Outlook

• More integrations coming: JabRef, perhaps

GitLab (#337368)

• “One giant leap for the Citation File Format,

one small step for software citation.” 🚀

• (~300 files before GitHub integration, 2,500+ today)

• Open development continues

• Governance will be more formally established

• https://citation-file-format.github.io

https://github.com/citation-file-format/citation-file-format/
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