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quential realization serves to reduce the complexity of the single segmental
articulation by distributing the basic features of color and sonority over
different segments, it will not matter a preat deal whether the particular
diphthong is realized as an upgliding or rising diphthong (e.g. ev or we in
(15)), or whether the glide or the vowel represents the chromatic aspect

(we and wo in 014 Castilian, wo and yo for § in Chioggia, Italy; cf. Rohlfs
19h9:§115), or whether the more closed or the more open element carries syl-
labicity (w8 and fio, @3 in Central and Southern Italian dialects). The un-
derlying oneness of monophthongal and various diphthongal manifestations of
a syllabic nucleus would also be adequate to make a needed distinetion bet-
ween glide insertion and deletion processes as opposed to true diphthongi-
zation and monophthongization. Such an explanation remains however a desi-

deratum for future research,.

HNotes

lIn the following, g designates a low front; g a low back rounded vowel;

y end i, w and u are used interchangeably;Y in general designates a glided
non-syllabic segment; V stands for a slightly raised articulation cof a gi-
ven vowel; & is used fOr a velerized a: length is indicated by : after the
affected segment (except for the transeriptions in (14) below). Frequently
only the relevant diphthongal portion of an item is given in phonetic trans-
cription, the remainder following established orthographic tradition. Note
also that se and oe represent monophthongs (palatalized a and a low front
rounded vowel respectively). -- T would like to thank Hans Hock for valuable
suggestions and comments on an earlier draft of this note. Responsibility
for any shortcomings rests solely with the author.

2The relevant subcystems are given in LYS (1972:Fig.5-1,2). They are
listed in extenso on p.220:

subsystem symbol example tenseness distribution
short vowel Gy g, e lax -

long vowel V: g tense -

ingliding diphthong V(:)h i: tense lax

upgliding diphthong VG ey, ei lax tense

rising diphthong GV yel:) lax tense












