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Conflicts and Adaptations in Technology Transfer to Modern China:
The Case of Kiaotsi Railway

Wang Bin

(The Institute for the History of Natural Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract: Germany occupied Kiaochow Bay by force in 1897. In 1899, German Syndicate founded Shan-
dong Railway Company to construct and operate Kiaotsi Railway. In the initial period of the construction, the
brutal behaviors of the Germans led to several violent confrontations with the local people. Kiaotsi Railway Regu-
lations signed in 1900 was beneficial to regulating the behaviors of Germans. The confrontations during the con-
struction mainly resulted from the cultural factors (geomancy and tomb culture) and benefit factors (land property
right and farmland drainage). Shandong Railway Company cooperated with local authorities and gentries to solve
the problems mentioned above, and to build roads leading to the railway stations in some key cities and towns.
The conflicts and adaptations during the construction of Kiaotsi Railway are the representation and result of the
interactions between the two parties of the technology transfer in the context of colonization.

Key words: Kiaotsi Railway; technology transfer; conflicts; adaptations; interaction



