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Coching Chu and the Research Enterprise of History of Science
in People’s Republic of China: A New Study Based
on Archives and Diary Materials
GUO Jin-hai
(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, CAS, Beijing 100190 , China)

Abstract : Coching Chu actively advocated, organized and lead the research enterprise of history of sci-
ence during he served as the vice president of Chinese Academy of Sciences in his twilight years. In 1950’s,
that the Chinese Academy of Sciences established the Research Committee of the History of Natural Science
in China and the Institute for the History of Natural Science in China was closely related with him. After the
Institute established, he gave guidance for writing of Chinese History of Astronomy. He edited the Collected
Papers in Memory of Xu Guangqi and organized scholars to write articles of modern history of science and bi-
ographies of scientists. During the Cultural Revolution, he retired at home, but still concerned the Institute
‘s fate, ever appealed to restore it work. Coching Chu played a very important and positive role in the process
of founding and early development of the research enterprise of history of science in the People’s Republic of
China.

Key Words : Coching Chu; Chinese Academy of Sciences; Research Committee of the History of Natu-

ral Science in China; Institute for the History of Natural Science in China

Faraday’s Research on Electrostatic Induction
WANG Luoyin', BAI Xin®
(1. Harbin institute of Technology ., Research Center of History of Science and Technology and Develop-
ment Strategy , Harbin , 150080 , China ;2. Department of Physics, Capital Normal University, Beijing ,
100048 LChina)

Abstract ; The article elucidates the process of Faraday’s research on electrostatic induction, discusses
Faraday’s research method and his scientific thought during this period, and introduces Faraday’s guiding
thought for electrostatic induction. In the study of electrostatic induction, Faraday takes theories as to lead
first, his guiding thought comes from his research on electrolysis, Faraday’s general theory of electrical phe-
nomena comes into being, and which is a crucial step to his theory of lines of force and field theory.

Key Words ; Faraday;Faraday’s Diary;electrostatic induction; electric tension
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