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An Unfinished History of Ming Dynasty
NING Xiaoyu

Abstracts: A History of Ming Dynasty ( B 5 iC ) is an unfinished and unpublished
historical work. The article explores the compilation process of this comprehensive
work from beginning to end, including Wu Yan and Pan Chengzhang’ s contribution,
Qian Qianyi and Gu Yanwu’ s expectation, as well as the correspondences and
discussions between Wu, Pan and Qian. The article also reveals the great effort of
Wang Xichan and Lu Liuliang for saving and editing this unfinished work after Wu
and Pan were involved with the Sentence for Zhuang’ s Private History Writing ( FE
EC 52 %k ). In addition, the article analyses the reason why Pan Lei agree to join the
Qing’ s Bureau for Writing the Official History of Ming Dynasty despite the violent
opposition both from his family and from his friends.

Keywords: A History of Ming Dynasty, Wu Yan, Pan Shengzhang, Wang Xichan, Gu
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