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An Investigation on the Crosshow-Making Method of Yao Nationality
in Bama County of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region

YI De-gang
( University of Science and Technology of China , Hefei 230026, China ; The Partner
Group of the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science at the -
Institute for the History of Science)
ZHANG Bai-chun
( The Partner Group of the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science at
the Institute for the History of Science , Beijing 100010, China )

Abstract: Located in Bama County of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, Wenqgian Village has
been known as “a crossbow village” of the Yao nationality. The crossbow-making tradition comes down to
us from the past. The crossbows of Yao nationality are wooden ones of rather simple form. The ancient Yao
nationality made use of them as important hunting instruments. Two crossbow-makers showed us a few
crossbows that were made by themselves or their elders. They explained and demonstrated the materials,
manufacturing skills and tools, adjusting method, usage and related mechanical knowledge. Crossbow-
shooting became one of the games of China’ s minority nationalities. The Games Bureau of Bama County
improved the traditional crossbow a little to take part in the shooting contest.

Key words: Bama County, crossbow of the Yao nationality , investigation
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