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out that maps not only served as tools for expressing geographical knowledge by Chinese ge—
ographers,but also played a vital role in many aspects of the ancient chinese society, including
the study of confucian classics, the research of history, making a plan for battle, harnessing

rivers, city planning, selecting sites for settlement, explaining literary works, commemo—
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF MAPS IN BOOKS AND THEIR
SOCIAL FUNCTIOM IN ANCIENT CHINA

Wang Qianjin

(Institute for the History of Science, CAS, Bejjing 100010)

Abstract Through studying the distribution of maps in ancient books, this paper points

rating ancestors, predicting good or bad fortune and giving expression to ideas.
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