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Research on The 1963—1972 Science and Technology Development Plan

YANG Lifan
( Institute for the History of Science, CAS, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract The 1956—1967 long-term plan was accomplished in 1962, five years ahead of
schedule. The State Science & Technology Commission again worked out the 1963—1972 Science
and Technology Development Plan, putting stress on 374 scientific research projects, of which, 333
projects were in urgent need for the construction of national economy and defense, with 41 basic re-
search projects. The 1963—1972 Science and Technology Development Plan was a new start when
China faced countless difficulties. It had played a guiding and stimulating role in the- development of
China’ s scientific research and the enhancement of the technological level of national economic sec-
tors. With the spirit of self-reliance and by working hard, the Chinese scientific and technological
personnel guaranteed the smooth progress of major construction projects when China was hit by seri-
ous economic difficulties. In October 1964, China successfully conducted its first nuclear experi-
ment, which demonstrated that China’ s science and technology had reached comparatively advanced
levels in certain areas, and possessed the capability to conduct independent scientific research.
Though its implementation was interrupted by the Cultural Revolution, the plan had and continued to
have a lasting influence on the model of the development of science and technology in China.

Key words 10-Year Plan, strategy of catching up with and surpass, project management
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