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Guiding Ideology of Science and Technology: From the Yan’an Period
to the Initial Stage After the Founding of People’s Republic of China

YANG Lifan

(Institute for the History of Science, CAS, Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract The guiding ideology for science and technology of the initial stage after the
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founding of People’s Republic of China and that of the Yan’an period might be traced to the
same origin. Both enforced that science and technology should serve for the reconstruction of
the country. Why did the guiding ideology come down in one continuous line? In this
connection, there are two reasons. First, the Chinese Communist Party still had fresh
recollections of the obvious benefits brought by science and technology to the reconstruction
and people’s life in liberated area during the Yan’an period. So. after the liberation, it was
natural for the Communist Party to emphasize that science and technology should serve for
the country’s recontruction. Second, persons in charge of the Yan’an Natural Sciences
Institute held important positions after liberation, which was favourable for them to carry out
the guiding ideology for science and technology in the Yan’an period even after liberation.

The deep reason for the inheritance of the guiding ideology for science and technology is
the guiding principle of the Communist Party,namely Marxism. The Marxist theory holds that
knowledge comes from practice and should return to practice to be tested. That’s why the
Communist Party always stresses that science theory should serve for the country’s
reconstruction practice.

The guiding ideology for science and technology of the initial stage after the founding of
People’s Republic of China had a more profound and lasting impact on the development of
science and technology in China. And the procedure of its implementation was better organized
and planned. The country’s reconstruction relied more on science and technology. The overall
thinking for the management of science and technology, which originated during the Yan’an
period, was enhanced after liberation. At that time, the experiences of development planning
for science and technology in the Soviet Union exerted a strong influence on China. In
addition, planning the development program for science and technology became an important
part of the development plan for the country’s economy. In the meantime, along with the
recovery and improvement of economy, a trace of concern about the development of science
and technology began to appear.

Key words ideolology of science and technology, the Yan’an period, the initial stage

after the founding of the People’s Republic of China
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