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Abstract

Although the Malaysian school curriculum standard has emphasized the need to equip learners
with basic skills and knowledge of the English language to enable them to communicate
effectively in different contexts, the outcome has turned out to be very disappointing as most of
them still fail to verbalize using the language. Malaysian students’ failure to speak and respond
appropriately in English has always been attributed to the wrong choice of teaching approaches
adopted by instructors. On this matter, many researchers have advocated the inclusion of
technology such as films or movies in language classrooms as it could increase students’
motivation and spoken language proficiency at the same time. The present study investigates the
effectiveness of using films as an approach to teach English language speaking skills with specific
focus on four voice aspects - pronunciation, intonation, stress and pauses. The study was
conducted on twelve pre-selected form four students who were divided into two groups namely
control and experimental group. Before the three-month treatment period, they were pre-assessed
on the four voice aspects. During study, the instructor used only simulated conversation tape
recording and explanation with control group; whereas students from experimental group were
taught using selected films. To measure the outcome of the study, the students were required to
role-play a few situations. The data reveals that film only gives minor impact on the students’
pronunciation. However, it is a good source to help them to improve their mastery of intonation,
stress and pauses.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The mastery of English language especially for communicative purposes has been a
challenge for many Malaysian students. As a move to produce more proficient students, English
language will be made one of the compulsory pass subjects in the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia
(SPM) in line with the second wave of the National Education development Plan in 2016
(Alang, 2013). Nonetheless, a worrying scenario is speculated among our students nowadays
that they have been trained to focus more on rote learning and memorizing, which does not help
them in learning how to speak. Thus, besides having a good curriculum and policy, there is also
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