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The Role of The Bottom-Up Approach in Flood Risk Management: Case Studies in Thua Thien
N Hue Province, Central Vietnam
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Flooding is one of the most devastating natural hazards in Vietnam. Reducing flood risks, however, remains a big challenge
despite the unremitting efforts of the authorities. This fact calls for a more integrated flood risk management system by integrating bottom-
up initiatives. The aim of this dissertation, therefore, was to provide a deeper insight into the potential effectiveness of bottom-up
approaches in the practice of flood risk reduction in Vietnam. This aim was concretized through two case studies in Thua Thien Hue
Province, central Vietnam focusing on the long-term improvement of flood protective measures by local actors and the contribution of
social connections to post-flood recovery rapidness. A mixture of qualitative and quantitative methods was employed for data collection.

Our findings first indicate the limitations of measures taken by local authorities. Most measures have not touched the needs of
the floodplain population and therefore were under-appreciated. On the other hand, local people themselves have played a central role in
reducing risks. Most households have improved precautionary measures both in structurally and non-structurally. Some social groups,
nonetheless, seem to be lagging. Poverty was a major bulwark restraining their improvement. The external reliance was also found as a
psychological barrier negatively affecting the households' motivation. This matter, besides, was also attributed to inadequacies in planning
and implementing policies such as landscape rehabilitation, disaster prevention, and livelihood maintenance.

Regarding households' recovery speed, the results highlighted the importance of social connections. Especially the crucial role
of relatives and informal groups is confirmed. However, since speed is only one aspect of the recovery, the contributions of friends,
neighbors, formal groups, and local authorities can be manifested in other aspects such as ensuring survival during urgent cases or
relieving the victim's mental pain in the long run. Through the subdivision of the recovery process, we further exhibit the variation in the
role of social connections over time. The substantial role of relatives and neighbors during the post-flood emergency and short-term
recovery was accentuated as they were key providers in almost all phases and categories. On the other hand, local government played
some roles to help households' long-term recovery.

Through the two empirical case studies, this dissertation, in addition to highlighting the limitations of current top-down
approaches by the government, demonstrated the key role of floodplain residents in the bottom-up approach of flood risk mitigation.
Therefore, integrating this approach more extensively into the government's current strategy is crucial to be more effective in mitigating

flood risks in the context of Vietnam.
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