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Abstrak 

Sibling Rivalry adalah kompetisi di antara saudara kandung untuk mendapatkan kasih sayang orang tua. Dalam 

novel, Liam adalah anak tertua di keluarganya dan kepribadiannya saudara kandung persaingan dapat dilihat dari 

perilaku sehari-hari terhadap orang-orang di sekelilingnya. Tujuan dari analisis ini adalah untuk mengetahui indikasi 

saudara persaingan muncul di antara anak-anak Bristow khususnya Liam O'Neill dan dampak dari sibling rivalry 

terhadap kehidupan Liam. Objek penelitian ini adalah novel yang ditulis oleh Luna berjudul Julie Anne Peters' yang 

diterbitkan pada bulan April, 2013. Konflik utama diceritakan dalam novel ini adalah tentang persaingan atau kompetisi 

di antara anak-anak Bristow yang terutama disebabkan oleh perasaan cemburu dengan Liam O'Neill. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan konsep saudara persaingan menurut teori psikoanalisis. Hasil studi menunjukkan bahwa 

Liam menunjukkan kepribadiannya saudara kandung persaingan menuju adiknya. Dia menunjukkan nya kecemburuan 

dan sibling rivalry terhadap adiknya ketika dia adalah seorang childand juga remaja. Pada akhirnya, ini temuan studi 

bahwa dampak dari sibling rivalry bisa berdampak negatif dan possitive.  

 

Kata kunci: persaingan saudara, kecemburuan, lingkungan keluarga 

 

Abstract 

Sibling Rivalry is a competition among sibling to get the parents’ affection. In the novel, Liam is the oldest 

child in his family and his personality of sibling rivalry can be seen from his daily behavior toward people around him. 

The aim of this analysis is to find out the indications of sibling rivalry appear among Bristow’s children especially Liam 

O’Neill and the impact of sibling rivalry toward Liam’s life. The object of this study is a novel written by Julie Anne 

Peters’ entitled Luna  which was published on April, 2013. The main conflict told in this novel is about rivalry or 

competition among Bristow’s children that is especially caused by the feeling of jealousy by Liam O’Neill.  

This study uses the concept of sibling rivalry according to the psychoanalysis theory. The result of the study shows that 

Liam indicates his personality of sibling rivalry toward his sister. He showed his jealousy and sibling rivalry toward his 

sister when he was a childand also adolescent. In the end, this study finds that the impact of sibling rivalry could be 

negative and possitive impact.  

 

Keywords : sibling rivalry, jealousy, family environtment 

 

 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY  

Family is the primary place where a child grows 

and develops. The first time a child develop themselves 

socially namely his own family. Connect emotionally to 

the child's father, mother, and siblings. And children will 

get the love, care and upbringing of the family. The 

importance of parenting parents in dealing with problems 

that occur in children because of the bond of togetherness 

and emotional bond that can identify themselves as 

members of the family. Parenting parents not only affects 

the life of each individual child, but also the relationship 

between brothers in one family (Hurlock, 2009). 

 Sibling rivalry arises when there is only one 

parent's favorite child, this will cause long-term problems 

in the relationship of siblings. The small number of 

siblings tends to result in a relationship that has more 

disputes than a large number of siblings. Science (2009) 

explains that, families with more than one child, all 

children will be assigned roles according to their birth 

order, but if the role given is not the role chosen by the 

child himself then there is a possibility of disputes. 
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Sibling rivalry is also caused by jealousy which often 

comes from fear combined with anger because of 

someone's threat and the relationship itself. Parenting that 

is applied by parents at home, influences a child's 

tendency to compete with his siblings (Listiani, 2011). 

According to Lusa (2010), there are many 

factors that cause sibling rivalry, including: a) Each child 

competes to determine their personality, so they want to 

show their siblings. b) Children feel they don't get 

enough attention, are disciplined and are willing to listen 

from their parents. c) Children feel a relationship with 

their parents threatened by the arrival of a new family 

member / baby. d) The stage of development of children 

both physically and emotionally which can affect the 

process of maturity and attention to one another. e) 

Children are frustrated because they feel hungry, bored or 

tired so start a fight. According to Noviani (2007), the 

negative impact of sibling rivalry is that children become 

selfish, insecure, feel unappreciated, and so on. In 

addition to the delinquency of the child at home with his 

new sister, this can affect the child's relationship with his 

friends at school, if there is injustice at home that makes 

the child stressed, it can make the child become more 

temperamental and aggressive in his behavior at school 

(Hakuna, 2008). 

 Luna is a novel published by publisher little 

brown in 2004. tells the story of Liam O'Neill who has an 

abnormality that he feels that he is in a different body. 

Physical is male but the feminine character is more 

prominent. Luna entered the nominees of the 'choice state 

book awards' readers, including the Vermont Green 

Mountain Book Award, the Rhode Island Teen Book 

Award, the Missouri Gateway Book Award, and 

Michigan Thumbs Up!. 

The reason why choosing Luna is that the 

brotherly relationship between Liam / Luna and Regan is 

very close and they really understand each other, support 

one another and always help if one of them gets into 

trouble. And also the family spirit of Jack's family that 

greatly reflects the family value in America in its time. 

From the background above, this study wants to 

discuss and analyze sibling rivalry in Julie Anne Peteres’ 

Luna. The reason why the researcher chose this topic is 

because this topic is still rarely used in several studies, 

the researcher wants to discuss the other side of this 

novel, that is the relationship between Liam and Regan. 

This study will identify the impact of sibling rivalty 

toward Liam’s life.  

This study have two research questions: 1) how 

is sibling rivalry reflected in Julie Anne Peters’ Luna?. 2) 

what are the impacts of sibling rivalry toward Liam’s 

life?. Based on the research questions this study has goals 

as following: 1) to analyze sibling rivalry of the major 2) 

to reveal the impact of  sibling rivalry toward Liam’s life.  

 

SIBLING RIVALRY 

A. The Definition of sibling Rivalry  

According Kastenbaum (1979) sibling Rivalry 

an event tension and conflict among siblings mutually 

compete for the love of parents, status in the family and 

such. Boyle (in Vevandi & Tairas, 2015) has a meaning 

antagonistic behavior or hostility that occurs between 

siblings with often marked by discord in the fight time, 

attention, love and affection of parents were given on 

each of his children. sibling Rivalry according Cholid 

(2004) is feeling hostility, jealousy, and anger among 

siblinSSSSgs, sister or sister, not as a friend but as a rival 

share. The thing that The same was said by Chaplin 

(2001) asserts that sibling rivalry is a competition 

between younger and older siblings male, brother and 

sister with a brother or otherwise. Meanwhile, according 

Musbihin (2008), sibling Rivalry is jealousy between 

siblings can occur either moment before or the baby (his 

brother) was born later. Irwansyah (in Arif 2013) hostility 

and jealousy between siblings cause tension between 

them and when not intervened it would be fatal to 

continue even though both started growing up. So often 

we find brother bladder that actually hostile tense 

because of inheritance and others. sibling rivalry is the 

competition between siblings to get the love, affection 

and attention from the both parents, or to get recognition 

or a more (Lusa, 2010). sibling rivalry is jealousy or hate, 

which generally occurs in children because their siblings 

(Nursalam, 2008). 

From the opinions can be concluded that sibling 

rivalry is an important thing to be concerned parents, 

because if they did not receive proper attention then the 

handling can cause ongoing problems, and usually a 

tendency sibling rivalry that occurs in the next age group 

may be due unfulfilment in completing sibling rivalry in 

earlier times. However, if they are in a reasonable level, 

then sibling rivalry still have a positive effect, the child 

can practice troubleshooting, control emotions, learn 

ethics, apologized, and can be more clarity in assessing 

and finding solutions of the problem. 

 

B. Aspects sibling Rivalry  

Kastenbaum (in Papilia, et al., 1985) mentions, among 

others: 

a. Conflict  

Conflict is a social event that involves the 

opposition and their dissent. Such behavior such 

as fighting, resisting and protesting. Conflict 

occurs when two or more individuals relate to 

the opposite behavior.  

b. Jealous 

Jealous of siblings arises when occur 

dissatisfaction on one of the children to the 

parents who treat their children differently from 

each other. Because children are very dependent 

on parents in terms of love affection, attention 

and fulfillment of their needs so the kids do not 

like having to divide affection parents with 

anyone 

c. pique  

Sometimes irritation such as disgust and anger 

parents acted to his brother (brother / sister). 

This happens because helplessness against their 

parents. If it is with regard to the treatment of 

the elderly who thinks giving special position to 

his brother.  
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C. Factors sibling Rivalry  

Woolfson (2004), the emergence of sibling 

Rivalry namely envy between relatives, usually occurs in 

the first 5 years of age. When position as the center of 

attention the older brother succeeded by his brother, 

when it was hatred and jealousy begins. Before her sister 

was born, the elder have affection completely, but now 

she felt her sister take a lot of time and attention of his 

parents. Research psychology shows that the second and 

third child can feel hated their brother and children 

younger tend feel jealous as well, especially if the They 

assume brother given more freedom. 

 

1.  External Factor of Sibling Rivalry 

Novairi and Bayu (2012), external factors, 

including attitudes the wrong parents, for 

example, as follows: 

a. Attitude comparing.  

The attitude of parents of children affected 

by the wishes or expectations of parents to their 

children. For example, when one of the children 

meet the expectations of the parents of the other 

child will give parents more loving the child. 

This is what will cause a sense of rivalry, 

jealousy, and rage against the child's parents 

and siblings (Hurlock, 2009). 

b. The existence of favoritism 

The existence of favoritism it can be the 

factor of sibling rivalry. Such an attitude that 

fosters a sense of envy and hostility that would 

affect siblings and family relations. The 

existence of favoritism not only occurs in the 

scope of the family, but also outside the 

family(Hurlock, 2009). 

 

2 . Internal Factor of Sibling Rivalry 

Internal factors, namely the factor of the child 

itself, such as following:  

a. Temperament  

The nature and character of the child affects 

the quarrels between brothers or sibling 

rivalry. For children who are too sensitive, 

easy offended and quick to anger will make 

your child very quickly feel angry because 

of what his brother.  

b. The attitude of the child (seek attention or 

interfere with each other)  

The attitude of a child seeking attention 

from parents and people around him make 

his will felt excluded if he do not do the 

same so that they compete for seeking 

attention from parents and the people 

around him.  

c. Gender 
Boys and girls act very differently to 

brothers and sisters. The same sex more 

often cause a reaction sibling rivalry rather 

than the opposite gender. This is because of 

the same sex in a sibling can be trigger of 

envy as a result of the same needs and 

characteristics as well.  

d. Position in the family  

Santrock (1995) states that birth order 

associated with variations in sibling 

relationships. Whereby when an older 

sibling envy or expressing hostility, parents 

often protects brother young. A small 

number of siblings tend to generate more 

disputes relationship than the sum of its big 

brother. (Hurlock, 2009). 

 

e. Age  

Hopson (2002) states that regardless of the 

age difference between the two brothers 

that it could lead to competition. The age 

difference affects the way they react to his 

brother. When the large age difference, the 

relationship will be cordial, love one 

another than when they are adjacent age. 

When the adjacent age, parents tend to give 

the same attention to their children. But 

parents tend to expect an older child be a 

good model. This has led to poor 

relationships between siblings (Hurlock, 

2009). Distance born between 2 to 4 years 

is the highest incidence in siblings against 

the sibling rivalry. This is because at such 

distances have increased understanding of 

the child so that the child tends to be 

disrupted when one of the children get the 

attention of a different (Woolfson, 2005).  

 

 If the acceptance of new behavior or attitude of 

a person in the face of something new through this 

process, which is based on the knowledge, awareness and 

positive attitude, the nature or the behavior of a lasting 

nature. We recommend that if attitudes and behaviors that 

are not based on knowledge and awareness then it will 

not last long, for example: the attitude of parents in 

facing sibling rivalry happened to a toddler requires 

knowledge and awareness of parents about sibling rivalry 

itself, so parents are ready and able to prevent or 

minimize the occurrence of sibling rivalry (Notoatmodjo, 

2012). 

 

D. The Impact of Sibling Rivalry 

Negative Impact of  Sibling Rivalry  

Hurlock (2007), Impact sibling Rivalry there are 

at least two kinds of reaction, as follows: 

a. Is directly raised in the form of aggressive 

behavior lead to physical as biting, hitting, 

scratching, injuring, and kicking or business that 

is socially acceptable to beat rival.  

b. The reaction is not directly raised are more 

subtle so it is difficult to identify such as 

bedwetting, malingering, crying, and being 

naughty.  
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Novairi and Bayu (2012), the negative impact of 

sibling Rivalry is as follows:  

 

a. Kids feel they have no self-esteem in the eyes 

of his parents for feeling constantly blamed This 

usually occurs in the brother, during an 

argument and her sister crying, usually parents 

always blame his brother.  

b. Children never know where things right when 

brother-sister bickering parents just silence, the 

children assume that doing the right thing. 

gradually habits and understanding that will 

stick in their life until adulthood, worse they 

could be aggressive and pressing against brother 

since childhood familiar with the condition that 

thus.  

c. Sister will grudge to his brother for parents 

always defended his brother or vice versa If 

hatred has been embedded from childhood to 

their sibling, it is not hard for him to develop 

into a fearful thing again in the future. Can-can 

he saves the desire for revenge revenge on his 

brother someday.  

d. There is resentment and hatred against his 

brother could continue embedded until they 

mature There is a story about parents that until 

he had children and lived apart from their 

brothers and Other family. He does not have a 

harmonious relationship with his own relatives. 

It was in because since childhood not never got 

along, so it feels awkward to get close again.  

e. If there is a fight, his brother usually rely cries 

to complain to the mother and ask her defense. 

Often time parents always advised his brother 

without knowing sit the problems Though the 

problem was not necessarily made brother. 

 

 Based on the above description can be 

concluded that sibling rivalry can be impacted by the loss 

of self-esteem in children, Children never know what the 

right thing if the parents do not intervene in their 

disputes, my brother would hold a grudge to his brother 

because parents always defended his sister or otherwise 

so that it can provoke resentment and hatred against his 

brother could continue until their embedded adults, in 

addition to the emergence of regression in children, case 

contention he would cry.  

 

Possitive Impact of Sibling  Rivalry  

Competition among siblings ( sibling rivalry) in 

a families do not always have a negative impact because 

there are benefits to be picked. The benefits will be more 

apparent when compared with the person who is born as 

an only child. Priatna and Yulia (2006), that in reality, in 

life we encounter a conflict that cannot be avoided, either 

a conflict with a friend, colleague work, as well as 

spouses. We can prepare children us to confront and 

resolve the conflict in the home. Conflicts can be 

resolved in their home, sibling more rigid when dealing 

with conflict outside the home if the child is trained to 

resolve the conflict with his brother in a good manner and 

wise. Samalin (2003), hostility has positive aspects in 

their lives because hostility gives way to them, in their 

homes safe to test their boundaries, to defend themselves 

them, and learn to negotiate for what they want and 

needed. It also makes them closer. 

 

METHOD 

In writing this study, the reseacher employs the 

descriptive qualitative research. Descriptive qualitative is 

a type of research which result the descriptive data in the 

form of observation people or behavior.  

 

Data and Data Source 

The main object of the study is Luna by Julie Anne Peters 

which is published in 2005. The data taken from this 

novel involves phrases and diret or indirect quotations. 

Data Collection 

The data collected will be managed using qualitative 

system due to the absence of numbering sample data 

served in this study. The data is presented in the form of 

sentences represented through statement, paraphrase, or 

quotation. 

Procedure of Data Analysis 

Data analysis in this study will be classified according to 

the statement of the problem. In conducting the study, the 

writer uses the technique in collecting the data as follows:  

First close reading is done on the novel, this stage aims to 

comprehend what occurs inside the novel and find the 

necessary data.  

Second, taking notes from some points such as 

Underlying the important dialogues, action, and narration 

which are related to the study in the novel as the 

following actions of the close reading. The aims of this 

step is to capture several points needed to be revealed.  

Then, arranging the data into several part based on its 

classification, and selecting the data by rejecting the 

irrelevant information which does not support the topic of 

the study. The last step is drawing the conclusion of the 

analysis that has already done in the former chapter and 

formulating its pedagogical suggestion.  

 

ANALYSIS 

In this chapter, this study will answer the 

questions from the problem formulation. Before 

answering the questions, it is better to look at the 

problems which are formulated in the previous chapter. 

The first problem is sibling rivalry reflected in 

the Luna Novel based on the concept of sibling rivalry, 

and the second question is the impact of sibling rivalry 

toward Liam and Regan’s life. 

  

1. Sibling Rivalry Reflected in Julie Anne Peters’ 

Luna 

In the novel entitled Luna, the main characters Liam 

and Regan characterized as sibling. Liam is  the oldest 
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children from the family. However, Liam does not love 

his siblings at all. He persists his feeling of jealousy 

toward his sibling who considers getting more love and 

lessens the parent’s affection to Liam. He conceals his 

feeling of jealousy toward his brother and sister. The 

feeling of jealousy was shown by Liam when he was a 

child toward his sister. Then, it becomes the continuation 

jealousy toward his sister. The feeling of jealousy leads 

sibling rivalry between Liam and his siblings. Sibling 

rivalry appears in Liam’s personality through several 

indications that are shown by Regan and Liam in the 

novel. In this chapter, the study discusses the indications 

of Liam’s feeling of jealousy which leads sibling rivalry 

toward his brother. Sibling rivalry between Liam  and his 

brother, Charlie, happened when they were children. 

There are several indications of sibling rivalry shown by 

Liam in his attitude. The next indication of jealousy is 

shown by the surly face of little Liam. His surly 

expression shown by the time his mother laughed at his 

brother’s clown.  

 

“Uh, huh,” said Strike. He had an exceptionally accurate 

memory; thinking back to that huge, cool, well-ordered 

house, and the blazing acres of garden, he remembered a 

languid blonde mother presiding at the picnic table, 

booming voice of an intimidating father; a surly older 

brother picking at the fruit cake, Charlie himself making 

his mother laugh as he clowned; …” (Luna, 2014 p.19)  

 

The data above illustrates that the feeling of 

jealousy was shown by the little Liam from his surly face 

when his mother laughed at his brother‟s clown. Surly is 

an expression of bad mood, unfriendly and impolite. 

Liam may think that laughing at his brother‟s clown 

indicates the attention and affection from his mother. He 

looks surly when his family particularly his mother 

shows her attention by laughing toward his brother‟s 

clown. Therefore, Liam’s surly expression is considered 

as the indication of jealousy. According to the factor that 

causes sibling rivalry the attitude of parents of children 

affected by the wishes or expectations of parents to their 

children. For example, when one of the children meet the 

expectations of the parents of the other child will give 

parents more loving the child. This is what will cause a 

sense of rivalry, jealousy, and rage against the child's 

parents and siblings (Hurlock, 2009). 

 

The following attitude which shows indication 

of jealousy is the feeling of disfavor toward his uncle. 

Feeling of disfavor is a feeling of dislike or disapproval. 

The indication of Liam‟s feeling disfavor is shown by his 

opinion toward his uncle‟s personality. 

 

“I don‟t think Tony‟s ever really loved anyone in his 

life, you know,” said Jack suddenly…(p.170)  

 

From the data above, Liam indicates his feeling 

of disfavor toward his uncle by suddenly stating that his 

uncle never loves anyone. The use of the expression 

“suddenly” shows that there is an unexpected opinion 

from Liam toward his uncle. Before giving opinion about 

his uncle’s character, Liam states that his uncle never 

likes him. “Regan’s never liked me much. He preferred 

Charlie. People said that Charlie looked like Tony did,  

The statement above shows that the feeling of disfavor 

toward his uncle is caused by his uncle preference toward 

Jack‟s children. Preference means liking someone more 

than another one. The feeling of disfavor toward his 

uncle, who prefers his sibling, shows the feeling of 

jealousy and sibling rivalry in Liam’s mind.  

 

In conclusion, there are a number of  Liam’s 

behavior indicating the feeling of jealousy and sibling 

rivalry such as showing his surly expression, disfavoring 

his uncle. Since this part identifies about sibling rivalry 

between Liam and his brother, Charlie, when they were 

children, the feeling of jealousy and sibling rivalry has 

been suffered by Liam when he was a child. 

 

The second part happens during Liam‟s 

adolescent. Since it happens during adolescent, the 

indication of jealousy is more disguised (Sternberg, 

2004). Liam transforms his feeling of jealousy toward his 

sister by acting nicely toward his mother and everyone as 

if he is the most dutiful child in his family. Although it is 

disguised, the feeling of jealousy between Liam and 

Regan can be seen from their relationship. The discussion 

about the continuation conflicts between Liam and Regan 

indicating the sibling rivalry between them, there is an 

obvious jealousy shown by Liam in Regan’s first day 

coming to Jack‟s family. Liam’s feeling of jealousy is 

obviously told by the mother in her conversation with the 

detective.  

 

“Liam was jealous when she first came to us. He had 

been devastated about Charlie… but they ended up being 

very close friend.”(p.150).  

 

From the data above, the mother notices that 

Liam is jealous with his new sibling. Jealous is the 

feeling of unhappy and angry because someone has 

something or someone that you want, or because you 

think that another one takes something or someone you 

love away from you. In the data above, the mother 

assumes that the jealousy of Liam and Regan would end 

and they could be a close friend after all.  

However, in fact, Liam’s feeling of jealousy 

occurs continuatively between them. The continuation 

jealousy, then, affects their relationship. Liam and Regan 

could never be a close friend. They are often involved in 

conflicts and have different opinions on anything.  

The indication of Liam’s jealousy is shown by Liam’s 

attitude toward his sister. Liam likes to bully his sister 

when she does not give what Liam wants.  

 

“…Unfortunately for you, however, Regan had now left 

the building, so you could not go back upstairs and try 

and bully her into coughing up.” (p.67)  

 

The data above shows that Liam likes to bully 

his sister, Regan, to get everything he wants. Bully is 

hurting and frightening someone who is smaller and 
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weaker, or forcing someone to do something that they do 

not want to do. The novel tells that Liam tries to ask 

some Regan’s money, but Regan refuses to give it. 

Therefore, he bullies her by hurting and insulting her as 

“a lying fucking bitch” (p. 172).  

 

Besides bullying his sister, Liam also covets 

Regan's fortune. Liam’s attitude toward Regan is stated 

by all Regan’s close friends which briefly concluded by 

the detective.  

 

“But I think that row was really about Regan’s refusal to 

give you money. All her sharper friends have told me you 

had quite the reputation for coveting her fortune, but you 

must have been particularly desperate for a handout that 

day, to force your way in and start shouting like that…” 

(p.366) 

 

From the data above, the indication of jealousy 

and sibling is shown by Liam’s coveting his eagering to 

have something very much, especially that belonging to 

someone else. Liam covets his sister’s fortune of being 

loved by the mother and her career of modeling.  

The third conflict between Liam and Regan is about 

Regan’s plan to look for her birth family and search her 

black-skin root since she has black-skin in a white-

skinned family. Liam disagrees with Regan’s plan to look 

for his birth mother due to their mother’s condition. The 

mother had been diagnosed with uterine cancer and 

should be hospitalized.  

 

“Because we’d had some pretty nasty rows about the 

whole business. My mother had just been diagnosed with 

uterine cancer when Regan went searching for Marlene 

Higson. I told Regan that she could hardly have chosen a 

more insensitive moment to start tracing her roots, 

…”(p.172)  

 

The data above portrays the conflict between 

Liam and Regan about the whole business. The conflict 

about the entire business indicates the feeling of jealousy 

and sibling rivalry between Liam and Regan. 

Nonetheless, the situation of the conflict coincidentally 

happens when the mother is diagnosed with her cancer. 

However, the researcher assumes that the disagreement 

of Liam has relation with the following conflict.  

 

 “Advanced Placement Physics, I noted with more than a 

twinge of resentment. He couldn't share a few IQ points 

with his only brother, could he?” (chapter 9, paraghrap 

24) 

 

 In the quotation  “He couldn't share a few IQ 

points with his only brother, could he?” it really shows if 

Liam is very jealous of his brother’s intelligence. Liam 

feel inferiority with her brother because he felt his 

intelligence compared to Liam was nothing. 

 

 “Liam switched lanes and veered onto the highway 

ramp. Great. Here we go again, I thought. He can ditch 

every other day and still get straight A’s. His scores on 

the SATs have colleges recruiting him. I miss one day and 

flunk out. 

The only college that’s going to be interested in me is 

F.U.”(Chapter 12, page 177) 

 

According to the quotation "He can ditch every 

other day and still get straight A's" shows that he feels 

jealous of his brother because Liam always gets an A, 

even though sometimes he doesn't take courses. He 

became the teachers ' idol and his friends made Regan 

feel jealous. Many prestigious universities hired Liam. 

Whereas, Regan, once no campus accepts it. The 

existence of favoritism it can be the factor of sibling 

rivalry, It is not uncommon to cause the child to assume 

that parents favoritism and they hate their brother. Such 

an attitude that fosters a sense of envy and hostility that 

would affect siblings and family relations. The existence 

of favoritism not only occurs in the scope of the family, 

but also outside the family(Hurlock, 2009). 

 

2. The Impact of Sibling Rivalry 

Sibling rivalry can be impacted by the loss of 

self-esteem in children, Children never know what 

the right thing if the parents do not intervene in their 

disputes, my brother would hold a grudge to his 

brother because parents always defended his sister or 

otherwise so that it can provoke resentment and 

hatred against his brother could continue until their 

embedded adults, in addition to the emergence of 

regression in children, case contention he would cry.  

Negative Impacts of Sibling Rivalry 

 

I spy Liam in the doorway. He’s watching us, 

watching me go round and round. Dad finally sets 

me down. We’re both laughing and staggering. I see 

Liam’s eyes fix on mine and he gives me that look— 

(chapter 2, page 14) 

  

From the quotation “I see Liam’s eyes fix on 

mine and he gives me that look-“ shows that Liam 

was so jealousy with his sister and her father, I see 

Liam fix on mine, means that from Liam’s eyes 

Regan knows how the jealousy really looks, Liam’s 

eyes like being able to speak revealed all the 

disappointment in his heart. That look means look of 

anger, look of disappointment because he can not 

become what his father wanted, he feels rejected 

from his family or lost something. The emotion often 

comes as a combination of any presenting emotions 

like anger, resentment, and disgust. (Harry Mills, 

2005).  

 

That was the look. He hated me. 

Why? Because of the way Dad treated me, treats me 

still, different from him? 

Dad never played favorites, if that’s what Liam 

thought. (chapter 2, page 14) 

  

  In the sentence “Liam’s eyes fix on mine 

and he gives me that look— Hatred.” It shows the 

emotion of Liam who was very hated Regan, in 
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Regan's perfection, from Liam’s eyes it shows that 

Liam was very jealous of how his Dad treat his sister 

with love. The impact of jealousy that arises between 

them is anger, Liam often feels angry, and even hates 

his sister, because he feels his father's love is unfair 

and is more dear to his younger sister. It made Liam 

often alone; he hated everyone at home, especially 

Regan. According to the statement anger can occur 

when people feel that they are not good, cannot be 

accepted, rejected, threatened, or lost something 

(Carroll Wade, 2014). 

 

“your brother now doesn’t want to obey what i say, 

he becomes quiet and always lock his room, i think 

he doesn’t need us anymore”(chapter 5, page 29) 

 

In the sentence “ he become quiet” shows 

Liam’s emotion, he become closed, even with his 

sister. According to the statement above that says 

Fear is an emotion caused by threats felt by living 

things, which cause changes in the brain and organ 

functions and eventually behavior changes, such as 

escaping, hiding or freezing from traumatic events. 

 Liam tries to hiding his fear with staying 

in his room and to be closed with everyone in in 

house. This is shows the impact of the jealousy 

toward his sister and his Dad. 

 

 

 

Positive Impacts of Sibling Rivalry 

 

Competition among siblings ( sibling rivalry) in 

a families do not always have a negative impact because 

there are benefits to be picked. The benefits will be more 

apparent when compared with the person who is born as 

an only child. Priatna and Yulia (2006), that in reality, in 

life we encounter a conflict that cannot be avoided, either 

a conflict with a friend, colleague work, as well as 

spouses. 

"I know who you are," She said. "You're my baby sister, 

Regan. My beautiful baby sister. Although Iam very 

jealous of my father’s affection to you, but you are still 

my little sister that I love the most." (26.133)  

According to the data, event between Liam and 

Regan there are many conflicts, sibling more rigid when 

dealing with conflict outside the home if the child is 

trained to resolve the conflict with his brother in a good 

manner and wise. Samalin (2003), hostility has positive 

aspects in their lives because hostility gives way to them, 

in their homes safe to test their boundaries, to defend 

themselves them, and learn to negotiate for what they 

want and needed. It also makes them closer. 

Regan may not think much of herself—she is 

always characterizing herself as awkward and 

uncertain—but Liam  sees her as much more. Individuals 

are aimed at nurturing and strengthening their emotions 

of social interest and increasing concern for others. 

Through empathy, people can learn what others feel as 

their weaknesses and attempt to assist them. The person 

also learns to exercise the appearance of superior 

emotions so that he can regulate it when the time comes. 

These procedures will be able to enrich the superior 

emotions and reinforce. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

After analyzing the novel, this study that Sibling 

rivalry among Jack’s Children obviously appears in 

Liam. The first personality of sibling rivalry is shown by 

Liam toward his sister. He shows his jealousy toward his 

brother, Regan, by showing his surly expression when his 

family are paying more attention to his sister. He shows 

his feeling of jealousy by doing unpleasant attitude such 

us bullying, coveting his sister’s estate, disguising as a 

devoted son and a harmful brother. Liam disguises as a 

dutiful son for his mother and the uncle. He also shows 

his disguise to other people, the detective and Regan’s 

model agency. He gets unequal affection and treatment 

from his family. The unequal affections and attentions, 

then, trigger the feeling of alienated, inferior and unloved 

in John’s mind. Those feelings lead the feeling of 

jealousy and sibling in his mind. In brief, the family 

environment has a significant role in creating sibling 

rivalry in John’s personality. 

The second conclusion is about the impact of the 

sibling rivalry toward Liam’s life. In this study, the 

impact of sibling rivalry in Liam’s life consist of two 

impact, which are Negative impact and possitive impact. 

The first impact is Negative impact, which are anger, 

unhappiness or sadness, and fear. Anger, Liam shows his 

anger toward Regan and hated anything about Regan, 

because he feels his father's love is unfair. The second 

impact sibling rivalry is unhappiness or sadness, Liam 

shows his sadness when he thinks his Dad, More dear to 

Regan, it caused Liam to become more silent and close 

himself to the outside world. Liam feel unhappiness as 

the impact of the jealousy, this sadness occurs when 

Liam sees how his dad love his sister so much, and he 

never feels those love. The last negative impact of sibling 

rivalry  through Liam O’Neill is fear an emotion caused 

by threats felt by living things, which cause changes in 

the brain and organ functions and eventually behavior 

changes, such as escaping, hiding or freezing from 

traumatic events. Fear as the impact of Liam’s jealousy, 

because of the jealousy, Liam prefer to aloof and avoid to 

all the people to cover his sadness. Possitive impact also 

occur through sibling rivalry between Liam and Regan, 

event between Liam and Regan there are many conflicts, 

sibling more rigid when dealing with conflict outside the 

home if the child is trained to resolve the conflict with his 

brother in a good manner and wise. 

 

Suggestion  

Julie Anne Peters’ Luna is a very ineresting literary 

work and good story that offers many valuable things. 

The reseacher has choosen Sibling rivalry topic while 

focuses on the character Regan and Liam O’Neill. The 
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analysis of sibling rivalry among Jack’s children in Julie 

Anne Peters’ Luna only discusses the indication of 

sibling rivalry shown by Liam O’Neill and the impact of 

sibling rivalry.  

However, this study may have some limitations of 

the discussion. Therefore, for further and deeper analysis 

of the novel, the researcher suggests to analyze the 

psychological problem of the detective or the anxiety of 

Liam O’Neill, since there are two stories in the novel, the 

life story of the detective who becomes the main 

character of the novel and the story of Liam and his 

family. For the character of the detective, the researcher 

suggests to analyze the main psychological problem. The 

study is rarely to be found in the literary research that 

discuss about that things, so this reseach will give some 

contribution in helping other researchers to study and 

analyze jealousy in the novel.  The researcher hopes that 

this study can be useful to the reader as comparison the 

other research.  
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