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Identity and social action have been afforded nsatiolarly attention in the social
sciences but what has been lacking from the exgidterature is synthesis between
the various disciplinary and theoretical approachéss volume promises to offer a
multidisciplinary perspective to identity and panpiation in culturally diverse
societies through the presentation of seventeenrieapand theoretical contributions
from social psychologists, political scientistsgistogists, anthropologists and
historians. Moreover, contributors employ ‘statetteé-art theory’ coupled with the
‘latest research findings’ in order to addressasspertinent to the interface of
identity and participation. In many respects, tbkimne is successful in achieving
these aims, although there are some importantsssbieh remain unaddressed and
thus might be explored in future research, buildipgn the volume. The present
review provides an overview of the contents ofltbek and concludes by drawing
attention to some of these issues.

One of the volume’s major credentials lies in ubstantive breadth. It is divided into
four sections entitled ‘Development, (Re)Constiuti@nd Expression of Collective
identities’; ‘Collective Identity and Political Raripation’; ‘Radicalization’ and

finally ‘Integration’. Each section features bokteoretical chapters outlining key
constructs pertinent to the theme and empiricgbtelra which operationalise and test
these constructs to some degree.

The first section provides insight into issues sunding the development and
construction of collective identities from both sBpsychological and historical
perspectives. Papadopoulos provides a historiaysis of how nationalism,
ethnicity and class have shaped Greek Americartitgealucidating the role of
historical factors in informing the future. Moreesjfically, the author demonstrates
how Greek Americans, despite being considered #-imtegrated’ ethnic group in
the US today, were once regarded as ‘backwardsaliesegregating. This evidences
the vicissitudes of group attitudes and their depeace upon social and temporal
context. In the next chapter, Verkuyten employsatpof social identity theory to
explain and theorise socio-political participateomong Muslims in Western Europe.
Drawing upon tenets of the psychology of religisjch emphasises the distinction
between individualised and communal understandanglsexpressions of religious
identity, he highlights the importance of firsthypdoring what it means to be a
Muslims in order to make sense of political pap&tion. This is an important
observation given the counter-productive esseasiiin of Muslim identity



pervasive in some quantitative psychological regedn their respective chapters,
Wiley and Deaux, and Chryssochoou and Lyons praWideretical accounts of
biculturalism and identity (in)compatibility, resgevely, although they do draw upon
ongoing empirical research. These chapters exglyedentity configurations (e.g.
religious-national; national-ethnic-class) pertinenthe volume’s focus upon
culturally diverse societies. However, it is notethy that recent socio-psychological
research into culturally diverse societies hasligbted the potential importance of
the interface of religious/ ethnic and sexual ide# (e.g. Jaspal, 2010). Thus, some
allusion to these increasingly important, thougbderrexplored, identity
configurations might have made a more multi-facetie@per contribution to identity
compatibility in culturally diverse societies. Moneer, the section might also have
reflected upon recent debates regarding the ingdadentity (in)compatibility for the
other acknowledged identity ‘needs’ (e.g. contiyiusielf-esteem) which have been
identified by social psychologists working in tligea (Breakwell, 1986; Jaspal &
Cinnirella, 2010; Vignoles, Chryssochoou & Breakw2002).

The second section synthesises social psycholagjpalitical science in four
chapters addressing collective identity and pdalitgarticipation. Koopmans and
Statham show the apparent imbalance between pblgiites (e.g. heads of state and
government) and civil society actors in the Eurapsation of public spheres,
highlighting the privileged position of the poliéicelite. This has important
implications for the issue of migrant integrationEurope, which is discussed in the
next chapter by Ireland. Like the preceding chapt@ddresses meso-level influences
upon public participation in, and public understiagdf, political issues such as
European integration and migrant integration. Onth@® strengths of Ireland’s
chapter concerns the analysis at both nationalauad levels, which is important
given the diversity of ideological factors and daaative orientations prevalent in
distinct local and national contexts in Europe (Busiet al., 1997). A principal point
in the chapter is that the term integration is ayitaand multi-faceted and, thus, that
integration ‘success’ depends primarily upon hois defined at the institutional
macro-level. In short, the institutions have muldutin shaping political
participation and integration. Moreover, there adrbe one ‘means’ of encouraging
integration in all of Europe but rather methods tingssensitive to distinct local and
national contexts.

The second half of section two provides socio-pelagical perspectives to collective
identity and political participation in a chapter 8imon, which addresses collective
identity and engagement with the political spharej one by Reicher and Drury,
which focuses upon political participation and timaking of the social self’. Simon
synthesises social identity approaches with soe@tlement research, connecting the
sociologically oriented macro level with the psyidwpcally oriented micro level of
analysis. Drawing upon some of his recent empires¢arch, Simon shows how
politicised collective identities have developedoaign migrants in Germany and that
these forms of collective identification can possasunique mobilizing power’ in
political terms. Simon’s chapter makes a partidylealuable contribution, given its
attention to the primary concern of social psych@ts concerning the relationship
between the macro and the micro, the social anggiehological (Breakwell, 1986).
Moreover, it provides researchers with the necggbaoretical tools for conducting
research into the interface of the political anel pisychological. In the final chapter of
the section, Reicher and Drury provide a theorkticeount of the inter-relations



between collective action and politicised idengiti€hey offer valuable insights into
the psychology of crowd behaviour, which clearlystitutes one dimension of
identity and participation in culturally diversecseties. Accordingly, they provide
substantive examples from both their own and otlhesgarch in this area. Moreover,
the chapter employs tenets of the social idenpfyr@ach, which is clearly presented
in accordance with the focus of the chapter. Thisommendable, given that social
identity theory, being the meta-theory that itcgn be difficult to ‘pin down’,
particularly when used in more novel empirical arélhis updated statement of
crowd behaviour research facilitates future engagwith this tradition in the
particular area of participation in culturally dige societies. However, it would have
been advantageous for the authors to link theasdgpecifically to the domain of
political participation in a more explicit mannegssibly by focusing upon a concrete
example in a contemporary real-world as exemplibigather chapters which deal
with Muslim minority groups, for instance.

The third section features four chapters concerradgcalisation. Stekelenburg and
Klandermans begin with a theoretical piece on tlaenmlevel processes which shape
routes to radicalisation. It integrates influenfresn the supranational, the national
and the mobilising context. The explanatory model/med in the chapter seems to
focus solely upon the macro-level processes wiitle licknowledgement of the role
of the individual. While this would be satisfactanya volume concerned solely with
sociological factors, the present multi-discipljnaolume would be best served by a
theoretical account of various levels of humanrogeendence. The subsequent
chapter by Kinnvall and Nesbitt-Larking exploreszanship regimes and identity
strategies among European Muslims, while that dfaleing and Meijer provides
insight into the Hofstad Network in the Netherlanfigshough the final chapter
discusses both Dutch Muslim and ethnic Dutch rdidigiion, the section does seem
to focus heavily upon radicalisation among Muslim&urope. On the one hand, this
focus seems understandable given the topical netevaf radicalisation among young
Muslims. On the other hand, a volume promisingghsinto identity and

participation in culturally diverse societies ougktrhaps to engage with
radicalisation in distinct cultural and nationahtexts, which may plausibly be
guided by somewhat distinct social and psycholdgioacesses. This would provide
a more holistic account of radicalisation. The woéudoes broaden the discussion
somewhat by focusing upon ideologies and actidoSrorganised racism in Blee’s
insightful chapter, but there seems to be disptopuate attention to European
Muslims. For instance, the radicalisation of youragians, Lebanese and Palestinian
youths against the State of Israel is of growingoeon in the Middle East (Jaspal,
research in progress), and a scholarly accoutti®phenomenon would have
complemented the section on radicalisation.

The fourth and final section of the volume presentsitical appraisal of the concept
of integration, acknowledging its complexity ane thwer-simplicity with which the
notion of integration has all too often been trdaféhe first chapter by Berry provides
an updated statement of acculturation researchchatlr research examples.
Empirical evidence for the various acculturatiorentations described in Berry’'s
model is derived from a recent comparative studiynmhigrant young people in 24
countries. This chapter seems to address theactdf the social and the
psychological, given the explicitly acknowledgedterof institution-level

acculturation orientations (e.g. assimilationisnultroulturalism) in shaping



individual adaptation. Jacobs and Tillie make aaogical contribution to the
integration debate in their discussion of ethniwaacapital as a factor in political
participation and immigration integration. A cehtmegument of the chapter is that
participation in ethnic networks can have posituécomes for integration in larger
society, which is interesting given the observegatige correlation between ethnic
and national identities in previous research (Weré&Coutant, 1997). Diehl and
Blohm present an insightful sociological accounindégration at the individual and
structural levels through the provision of aggredavel statistical data and individual
level microcensus data. In the final chapter ofvbkeime, Branscombe and Cronin
explore the important issue of intergroup forgiv&nand, more generally, how
confronting the past can engender a positive futursocial groups in a single
political entity. They exemplify some of the thetical issues discussed through
reference to the South African Truth Reconciliat@ommission, which was
established to promote unity and reconciliatiorwleen the various racial and ethnic
groups in post-Apartheid South Africa. The chaptearly presents the theoretical
tools for examining intergroup forgiveness in ctdlly diverse settings, which, as
observable in many geo-political contexts, cantmeacterised by intergroup conflict.
The focus of this socio-psychological account isrupow integration among various
groups, between various kinds of social groups, begchieved and the assumption
is that forgiveness is an important precursor tthsategration.

In conclusion, although the chapters explore a rerrobtheoretical issues at various
levels of analysis (i.e. psychological, group-leyilitical), there is little linkage
between these levels of analysis in the individinapters themselves; understandably
so, perhaps as this is no easy task. However, #iertheories which seem to lend
themselves more readily to examining the interti@s between the individual, the
interpersonal and the intergroup, such as ideptibgess theory (Breakwell, 1986).
Despite the theory’s relevance to identity, so@glresentation and social action in
culturally diverse contexts (e.g. Chryssochoou42@hd it growing importance in
British social psychology, it is not mentioned lne {present volume. Moreover, a
further shortcoming of the volume lies in its foayson quantitative methods in the
empirical and theoretical chapters, despite thdidistiplinary perspective it
promises to offer. British social psychology atslelaas opened its doors to a wide
range of qualitative methods, such as interpreggilenomenological analysis,
grounded theory and discourse analysis. Moreowsijtgtive research has long
formed part of the methodological repertoire inislmgy. Thus, the volume ought to
have emphasised the importance of multi-methodotdgesearch in exploring the
complex social issues pertinent to identity anduzal participation in culturally
diverse societies. Surely, eclectic methodologaggdroaches are required to achieve a
multi-faceted analysis. Future research buildingrughis edited volume might further
explore the inter-relations between the variouslewef analysis and the
methodological approaches best suited to suchretigg research.

The volume thus explores a multitude of substansigees in diverse geopolitical
contexts, covering a wide range of theoretical disdiplinary approaches to identity
and participant in society. Azzi, Chryssochoou,ridarmans and Simon have
produced a topical, interesting and highly commeéreladited volume concerned
with identity and patrticipation in culturally dives societies, which will serve both
established researchers and newcomers to the field.
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