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My interview was with Mre. Flersnte Wilson s resident of Garden City, Kensas.

8She has been retirsd fer abeut seven ysars, end she taught scheol feor a tetal eof

thirty years.
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My name is Temmy Riggs, end I am talklng te Mre. Flerence Wilsen. The firet
questien I'd like te mek you is hew leng wars you teeching fer? Iew muny
years did you temch altogethert?

I taught thirty years.

Where did you first teach school?

My first year wase at Sed Cellege at Gray Ceunty. It is sbeut twenty-five
plles straight east of Garden City.

How leng did you tesch therel
I just teught thers ens year.

what ags group did you teach?

1-had gnly three pupliles. I hed a 1ittle girl in secend, one in third, and

a little bey in fifth.

How much echeeling did yeu nsediin order to itesch scheol back thenl

I wae very well educated back then. I had twe ysars of Junior cellepgs.
High scheel and twe years of junier cellege was &ll that was really requirsd.
I nsd my sixty hour eentinuing certificate.and there weren't tee many. It
wezs the end ¢f the Depression time and it have two yeare of junier cellege
gt that time was protty geed.

Hew wuch were you peidl

Alright, I received sixty dellars a menth, and my centract was fer sight
menthe. My totnl contract was for four bundred and eighty dellars, and I
paid twenty dellars of that sixty eut for beard and reom.

How did you gat your paychecks?

The beard members weould mset once a menth, and ithey would dlecusz any
preblems or sny good things thet had haprened. At that meeting they would
write out my paycheck and give it te me.

Wnen you wers teaching whers did you live?

I besrded and reoemsd with & farm femily, and I walked & mile sach way to
schoonl.

How long was the mcheel year?
Zight zenths.

How long was the schoel day?l
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Wae ithere mwere than juet one teacher in the echeol or were you the eonly
teacher?

I was the only teachsr, yees.

Did they ever have any other teechers come in whils you wers teaching or
were yeu baeically the only onel

He, I was by myeelf. Once z month and semetimes once overy 6lx weeks
depending, ths county superintendent would come and pmy me a surprise
visit, I never did knew so my lessen plans slways had te bs up~ie~date.
She wes very nice,and she came from

Was there a principls for the scheel?

Ne, I was the ieial ons.

Whe employed thu teachersl

The scheol bgard. I applied fer that scheel. Then I wse seni & contract
by the schoeoel beard whon they voted on me. :

i How many membere were there en the schoesl beard?

I believe four back in thomse days.

: How efton did you. meet with the scheol teard?

I never did have & meeting that firet yemr or sven in the next three years.
They never did esk the teachsr te weet with thew. I would have I'm sure.

I could neve it I'd wanted to and if thsy bhad invitsd me. They didn't
seem to think that it was necessary.

How did you guet the supplies for your scheelt

I beught thess mysslf whatever I needed. I would give the cchoel beard
wy reselipt, and they would pay whatever. I never was guestionsd,but
betwesn you and me seme of the supplies I bought myself. I didn't mention
ity begause I felt that somws might think that I was trying te spend tee
much district money. 1 spent my own meney on seme <f 1t.

Wee there a gaertain way that you started out each dey like with a song?

Yos, when the weather was nice, I%d ring the schoel bell, end we'd mest

out in fromt., Like I said, when the westher wes nice, the flag would bs

at the flagpole outside,and we'ld give the flag selute. Then if the weather
wes net that nice; why we'd emy the Pledge of Allegiance ineide. Then I'd
zlwaye go to the pisne, esnd I would play sems warch tune. The children
would march in and hang up their ceats, take eoff thelr overshoes or whatevar,
put their lunch pails away, and take theair sests quietly. I don't gver
remember having to say be quiet, bscause they juet liked te bshave. I

can't remembsr having any diseipline probleme.

what subjscte did you tsach?
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F.W: All, my feverite three R's, sll of these, plus in those days we didn't
have formel science booke. Ws did lots of wvieiting sbout sciencs. I know
now that they probably get as much science then as tedsy with all the
werkbooks. We did't do lab experimente or that sert of thing. We'd take
neture hikes many times if the weather was nice. We'd walk a distance
with our lunchee and sit and talk eabout what wse'd ssen. We would study
the c¢louds, talk about ths different imsects, and ths different rock
formations. 1%'d had & little of that in oy training. I have real good
feelinge about science. Of course every child had teo learn Kensas bistory.
Starting with first grade, we had some study of the Kansas histery and the
United States history. I had the whole curriculum to myeslf.

(=]

: Wes there any particular erder that you liked te tesch the eubjects?

F.W: Yos, you see ] had all wight grades. I would try to have the little
children, firet grade,-- course kindergarten is met in the rurael schools
at all. I wae speaking of umy f{irst four years of teaching. First graders
are Bo young and wiggly, ee I always try to have firet, second, snd third
greds clese over with by noontime. Also as many of the other clesses as
ag I could, becmuse fourth graders are still quite yeung. The afternoon
would be spent wiih my upper gradse, with the fifth through =ighth grades.
While they were having their recitation clasess, the yeunger children had
ork. Whether it wss sandbox play, play pley, reading, or whatever
they had for art study, thet was their sit woerk. As the elder children
would finish with thelr recitation, they would blend in with ihe younger
ones and kind ef have an all scheel c¢raftstime. They had craftetime whother
or not they wers hasnded in. [ think wverybody wag happy.

T: You seid you didn't heve any disciplinary problems but if yeu did was thers
2 cortein wey that you handled them?

FuW: 1 don't remembsr. You know with farm children,and my {irst four years of
teaching were with farw childrem. I think farw children, end I can sy
thie becauss I am the mether ef ¢ity children, carry reepensibility resl
well. In those days, now this would be back in the 1940's for the next
four yesrs, children wsre so bhappy to bs at school. They weuldn't have
television at &1l to watoh, and scheel wes their learning centsr and
entertainment center. They didn't have clese friends excepting st scheel,
and why do eomething te ceuse your best friend neot te like yeu. It seemed
that everybody wanted to behave, sud I guess I'wm lucky. I feel that my
children loved me, snd I loved them. We hed a real healthy relatiemship,
end I hensstly don't remember of evar heving to discipline children at
the rural scheel. Now at town if I weuld havs a child who was a8 little-
you know~ out ef the ordinary, I always theught I lsarned te galn their
cenfidsence more through & smile. I you have 8 child who i# having alet
of trouble zmnd is csusing disturbances, you Jjust stop everyithing you are
deing, your teaching, andé put your eyee en that child and get their
attention. Then don't frown, smile,a swile will gain you mwore than all
the frowns. I pever did use s paddle. I had candy in the desk draw. I
always had e recking chair in =y resm. After scheel if I had 2 child who
weuld heve bosen net te well disciplined through the deytime.... I aw
speaking of my ladt twenty-six years.... I would keep them to help me with
picking up the chelk erasers, whatever, and we would end up in the recking
chair, rocking and visiting. If you can gain their cenfidence they're
probebly met going te bs neughty tomorrow. If you can end that up with
a pisce of candy why not. I think love can gain more through good discipline
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in the classroom, then I"d ever hed in sending them to the principle and all
things like that. 1 just never did buy that.

T: Lid you have any extra~gurricular activities thaet you had te do outside of
schesl?

F.W: Many. In these daye, way back in the 1940's, the tsacher wass in charge of all
the community programs, We would have Thankegiving progremps, Christmec programes,
bex suppere, heuse suppere, and litereriss. The teachor was always the key
person to see that everything recitations, ihe songs, and the dialege were s8ll
ready. The scheclbeuse wes the community center. The community revelved around
the teacher.

T: Was the scheolhouse also where yeu hed different town meetinge if you had to
have a weoting?

F.W: Yes, the schesl boord members would meet st ths echoolheuse and all of those
literaries etc met at the scheolhouse. OSunday it beceme the Sunday schesl and
the eburch building. Thie includes my first four yesras, it was sll that, I
mesn the scheeol, the church, snd the community centsr. 1 drove for my first
year, end I walked twe milee & day. My sscond year I wmlked four miles m day,.
beegause I did two mwiles from the boardingroem. The next twe yoars.in Liberal:
schoele; I drove up from Garden City & tetal of ten milee.a day. I did all my
ewn janiter work.

T: When you were & temcher did you have any particular cede ¢f ethics that yeu had
had te ebey in your privats lizsl

F.W: Oh just in my own iseling...l have a feeling tnat hadg l-well I had a peyfriend
my Tirst yess; wy present pusbeang and I were gating. I newer did tell™~my e&chool
buddies that we went to movies en the weekend. I den't knew that thay would
have ocarsd, yet thsy might have thought well deees shs ge to mwovies. I'm net
sure that I told thum that because some movies were not the highest class.

We certeinly mect wont to the highest c¢lass. The secend year I was married,

but my husband had gone away to war. Miny ef ths young wemen were taking up
with the soldiere we encountered. We had ten itheusand seldiers hserse in Gerden
Gity at the mir baee. I did't want any part in that. I worked st the hespital
g & nurses eid in my spare tlmwe. I never did go te the USO because inwardly

I felt that maybe ry community would think that I wes looking with a seldier.

My seldler was at the war front...wy husband, and so I think yes, I had a feeling
that I certainly bad te stay om & streighit line. 1 wented to anyway, but I
think seme teachers didh't and thay were fired. Inwerdly I d4id whet I wanted

te do, which I gussse wes the right thing,

T:i:When you ware teaching did you netlice any preblems with tescher turnevert
With other teachers leaving the teaching profession fer ether jobsl

F.W: Not se much in thoee days.back in the 1940%s. Teachers wers somewhat pretty
hard to go by...I mesn, they, teachere were not leaving the profession like
they are now. Becsuse s teamching salary was sbout es gooed as any ether if net
betier. Believe it er not-sixiy dellare e month!

T: Wers thers alet of people who wanted to bscome teachers? When other psople ge
te school did they went te bDeceme teachers like alot of people are becoming
teachers noewl
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Ob 1 don't know. I feel like alet of paople, alet of my classmates, went in
other directioens. It scewsd like secretarisl werk was greet in those daye.
Thers weren't ae many teachers turning toward the teaching profession in the
1940%s a8 in seoreteriel positions. I know many of my clessmetes beceme
secretaries. I wis eone of the few who ches# to be & teacher.

i.1 would like to sgk you & few queetions about the scheol that you taught at.

I'd like to know when the schoelhouse wes first built?

Thie first scheel I taught in was called Sed College. I don't knew whers thes
word college came from, but sod meant just what 1t indicates. It wes magde-

the first one wes sort ef @ cave bullding; more like ocur seler bulldings teday.
It was diked with sed. I've seon @ painting of that first building called Seod
College, and I have a feeling that some farwer probably geve the lsnd for that
Sod College, the ceve building. Then as that buildimg deteriorated the Sod
Golleges building was built and thet wacs the ome I teught in. [ kgve visiteg
that building in tbe leet six menths, and it's shambles now. It's just ready
to-a good strong wind could blew it ever. It wes s beautiful bullding st ons
tiwe as was thisc sod college; the painting 1 have seen of this sed building.

It dates back-if you need te know this in your study;: I expect you could learn
thie in Gray county register of decdes office. I don't knew the history of who
gave ths land or whe built the sed building. I do know that the {wo buildimgs
called Sod College wers on the same landsiie.

Yes there mnybody whe ran ithe schoel? Waes it the echool board?

Yes, the sechecl board with the county superintendent overszeeing me to ese ithat
I was deing what I sheuld.

t Do you heve any ldea why they deeided on ithat location te¢ build thes echesll

Well in these days the state wes gliving se much monsy for svery scheel thst
could be staried ou ssctienz of lend. There wee schoeolbeouses everywhers, and
I have a feeling that there would just heppen to be enough children in that
area to werit building a building there. I don't know that, I'm just guessing
but there were meny, many rural scheols. Today children are bused fifty wiles
or more a day but in those days children slther had to walk, ride & horse, or
be brought in the family lumbsr wagon. There had teo bte many schools feor
traneportation.

¥ho weg in charge of the upksep of the school?

I wes. If 1t nsedad to be ehingled or painisd ihe schosl board members wouild
do that. 1 took care of all the janitler work, and I would build the fire
myself. hany mernings when I welked thet mile er two miles, whatever . it wss,
te scheol I weuld be 80 cold. I would 4ry to bank ths coals into the steve
the night beflers, s¢ that ell I weuld-have teo do is to put in more kindling
the next worning. Somwetimes the cinders bhed gone out in the night, and I had
to build the fire from scratch, you might say. It wae celd te do that. HNew
sarly in the fall, I would ge out in the evenings to get mry bucket of ceal for
for the next morning before the snakes had hibermated. 1'd alweys teke a hes
along, because semetimes I'd have to kill a rsttler or two tefere I could get
wy bucket of cosl. That was kind of creepy! Then in the early spring the saze
thing; the snakes would come back teo the comlhouse first it seemed like. I
nevar weuld 1st the children go sfter coml, beceuse a rattlesneke could have
been there. I always ned the hes right along with my brooz in =y breom closet.
Thers was ny hoe and the coal shevsl,
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Do you have any idea who decided thet the scheel needed to be built there?
Was there one particular person or 8 group of pecple who declded that?

I don't know that. I just imegine though thet it would be a concentration of
psople living in ¢het particular area, thet'e sll.

¢ Lo you knew where the financee come from te build the school?

1 Frobably the state would reipburse the county. I*m juest guessing that. I

doubt ihel parents had anything to de with®thati; I mean with giving the money.
I think that would be county reinbureed by the state. I don't know if the
federal pevernment had anything te do with that in those days.

: Do you have any lides how much the scheel costito be bullt?

: I really wouldn't , i1 woeuldn't be inte the tens of thousande. For instance,

the school on the hill cost two and a half =illion. It wouldn't be enything
like that now. I imegines that it would bs thousands of dellars but net tsus
of thoueands. Maybe & fow thoussnd, I don't know but nothing like today.

: You were just telking about how the echool was heated. I was wondering if you

might telk alittle bit about how it was heated and how it wes 1it7

We didn't heve any.... in any schoel I've ever taught in it's alwaye been a cocal
stove or toal furmsce. This ie until ceming to the city scheels, but I alwaye
had to make my own Fire. The last twp ysars I taught in a rurel scheol se this
would be my third sand feurth yoers of teosching. We did have a blg ferrous
furnace that was steked by coml. &All my firet four yesrs it wes coalstoves.

The farmers would bring in scrap lumbsr and corn cebe, and I hed some -kerosine.
I would soak the corn cobs in keroeine and light them. That would turn inte
woed, lrntoe the cveal and se forth. I was to eoek the meales ithe first four ysars
I taught, I would slways have a pot of beans, & stew, or something like that

on top of the steve coeking all the time. At neontlme we had our bowle and

our speons, and we would sat slong with maybe a sandwich or whatevsr the parents
would send from hews. But 1 always had the mein courss ceeking on the steove.

Se we had het meals!

Weaaz thers & particulsr way the school wes Lit?l

In the first four ysars-wait & minute~ in the first two ysere we had kerevsine
lampe. At the timss eof literaries some of the farmere I supposs would bring
in these Aladdin lewmpe that they wculd have te pusp. It burns seme type of
gae; I don't knew quite. They were lanturn like lampe. Then in ry last twe
years 8t the rurml schocl; we had electricity, which wes very wodern, very!

: Was there s certain place where you had to go to get water, like did you have

# well eutzide the schooll

The first year I taught, the parsnts breught & cream can ef water esch day.
{hen that would be poured inte a fountaln that hac & little faucet, a liitle
press faucet. Then the next three years of ny rural echool tesching, we had
pumps. The children would have to pump the water, or I would depending...
sogetires the puwp woeuld be frozen. If I knew that shsad of time, I would
call one of the board members end he would tring water.

Gould you describs the interlor of a scheel alittle?
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The old traditional picturss of Uearge Washingten snd Abrahem linceln were aslwayse
on vither side of the flag, right in the center of the bullding of the school.
My firet twe years, we had a pump organ to play. The leet twoe years, in the
rural scheel I had a piane. OQur deske were wooden deske; very sturdy. I don't
krow wheni%he children could get by with it, but when I wasn't looking I would
find nemes carved. That was done back in thoss days, I've been on the committee
to preserve thie little scheel in the park and now we tressurs those namss and
initiels that are carved in the desk. It really wasn't the best thing to de.

We bad inkwelle in the decks, beceuse we wrots in ink. We didn't have pallpeint
pens then. The potbellied stove was alwaye the center of the reom,with its lomg
pipe extending to the chimney entrance. I den't kuew why these pipss had to

bhe a0 long, but they always were.almwoet the length of the room. We alwaye had
cloak cleosets for the boeys,and & cloak closst for the girls, They esch kept
thelr overshoes and thoir lunch pails in their own closets. ¥We had & commen
wash bagin with 8 bucket and & dipper. &Everybody drank from the seme dipper

and nobody grew to bs sny less hsalthy fer it. We had one bar of scap that we
ussd. We didn't have liquid soap despesnssrs, I had & common old straw broom
and I would sprinkle swesping conpound around to kesp the dust down. When I
would sweep,it wouldn't make eo much dust. We always had a big Websier
dictionary. I think in every schoel I've ever taught in we had big, thick
Websters dictionary. A big glebe...just & nice menmory really.

Did you have 8 library in your schobl?l

Very scant. The books we hed, if I ?emégar, wers very old. I would comes to
town svery week or so, and I would go to the county eupsrintendent's office,

not the oity library, but ths county superintendent's office. There I could
check out blg boxes of books and take them bmck to my scheel. The children
would =njoy these books. Ws didn't get te kesp them but semstimes & neighbering
tvacher and 1 would trade beoks. We would bave those books checked out feor
meybe as long as six weeke, from the county superintendent's office. This ie
pecauss different teachers would be trading them arcund. We alwaye had good
buoks, becmuse we could draw on the county superintendentde supply.

iDid thie school differ in eny way from eny of ithe other schoole in that areal

Scheels were al]l pretiy wuch the same, the interier, the teachers. Well meybe
& different tescher would live Ffive miles away from me. In these iypes of good
relationshipe, we would vieit all the time in the evenings eemetimes. In my
first yzar of tesching my psrente lived about fifteen miles from my school.
Sewetimwes sowe of the neighboring teachsres would cowe heme with me, like for
the weakend. They wers frep the ceities, and we hed fun, lete of fun. I have
goed memeries of that.

Waz there any cutetanding feature for the schoel that you tsught «td

Well the first ysar, of ceuree, it was the Sod College building. The farmers
in that =zres were very well-to-do, and I feel this was the way it was. Ths
second year I taught, I feilt that the fermers wers, well alittle mere desperste,
I don't know but what they paid a little more attention sbout what was going

on &t the echool. They had more time, and they didn't have as much money to
count I guses. Then my third and fourth ysars of teaching wers c¢lose to Gerden
City; I don't know everywhers l've been I've had wonderful patroms. I've felt
like their daughtsr in some caeses. They would let mw come home with thewm for
weekends when my hueband wae away at the war. Sometimes I wouldn't gome ita
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Garden City fer asveral weeks, bacauss I woeuld be drifting around with my patrouns.
in their homes. They were vary nice to me.

Waa there any physical changes mede te the schoolhouse while you were teamching
therel

Not while I was teaching thesre, but it'as real funnmy those very schools,the first
three schoels I taught in... The first scheol was closed st the end of the term
that I teugbht. It became just the community house ihen because thers weren't
snough children teo merit having schoel. Thers were only thres the year I had
it and then two of thoss thrss woved away. The cther littls Loy's parents teck
him on into Clmarron to scheol. That hee clossd down, and it hes nevsr been

a scheol since I left there. Thon the second ysar I taught almost the ssme
thing happened; parsnts moved away. It was the beglinning of when farmers would
move to town. Thsy would coms back eut te thsir farming interests, but tha
farmer would live in town. The attendence dropped and that's what became of
Grainery. I closed it down. The third school I taught in, which was ten miles

« Eweln- . Gardsn (lty was the pld Valentine ocut saest of town here., Thati schoeol

went under some yeare after I taught there, but it wesn't maybe three of four
ywars later they built & brand new biilding over on south fifty. Thet has
bscome tne special ed buildimg now. Ths gchool I tasught in is now a farmhone.
They made it into a home. History goees on.

: At ths echool thsi you tmught at wers thefe sny special svents that happened

there?

wWe'd have track meeteiinihhe spring and this would bring in maybe four er five
districts. They would mll eenter at one sechovl, snd we'd have all the feats

of high Jjump, broad jump, and all the races. Al noon thelr would be a blg

basket dinnmer, and everybody would bring feod. In the sfiernecon, when a8ll the
running evesnte, jumping, end all thls weuld be ever, we would heve o big epelling
bea., {hildren would compeie to see who the best speller would be. In seme

cases the spelling bee would be held separately. I've known when thst's happened
tew. ladies would bring gquilts and put them up in some of ithe roems in ths
schoel. They would have a quilting bee, while we were having a epalling bes.

We would have a potluck at noon, and I reomember one time soews of the farmers
brought in a heg, it's a great big pig. They had & butchering at the same

time, and children got to watch thie going on. Many times buichering would

g¢ on while the child would be at scheol s0 they had & .butehering that one time.
I thought thet wes really great. So there was excitement.

wid this school wake any lasting contributions to the community?

Woll I suppese through the children. I mesn some of the ehildren I have teught

in these rural communities heve gone on te ba quite famoue. In fect oms of

thesae girle, the firet ysar I tmught, has gone on in music. OBhe iz head prefessor
of music in the Indiens Univareity. GShe was my little second grader in the

Sod Cellege bullding. The bey has become an outstanding miniater. He 1s living
in Louisville, Fentucky. His volee was eo quiet and so0 soft, that I would held
kim on my lap for reading cometimes,because I couldn®t hear him, He was so

shy and bashful. Today he doesn't nesd a mike when be epeaks, and ths auditorium
ies full.ef hie beautiful voice when he aings. He's got a benutiful singing '
veite. I've wvisitsd him in Louisville, Kentucky in the lzct three yesrs.

Were there any rulecs that ithe studsnts had to obey in the school?
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FuW: I think eo. I never did let chlldren jusi run back and forth te the pencil -
gharpener or to ihe drinking fountain. They needed to ask permissien. I never
did et one child go to the outdeor toilet slene. 1 always wented them to go
ir pairs beceuse of snakes, and because I did not want someons to be kidnapped
There were precautions, yec. If they wanted to spsak they ruaised thelr hands.
I don'™ think I was stern, but you have to have seme kind of regulation. [
don't remember ever having troublea that way.

T: This mey sound funny, but you said the siudents wight be kidnapped. What de
you mean by thatt

Fu.W: Alright, this was kind of ingrained ir me from my sarly childhood. My stepmother,
oy own mether disd when I was s tiny baby, che alwaye cautioned me to be careful
when I go to the restfoombecause somebody might kidunap you. Well the rsssen
for this was, she bad a zister who had gone to the toilst. Thie waes when she
was a little girl in e rural school, and her fawily has never found her. Thatls
long ego, but they never did find her. Whether che was kidnapped they don't
know. There were lots of gypcies in thoss days, and they den't know if the
gypsies kidnapped har or not. I always had that fear that thet could happen.
First to we when I wae a2 1ittle girl, end then I never did sllow one child to
go alens when I was teaching. I didn't went thex tv be kidmapped. 1 guees
that's a personal thing that came from my home, but it can happen. It can
certainly happen in todays society. It could eof back then to beeauss it did.

T: Now I'd like to ssk you abeut seme ef ths students you tamught and about the
curriculum that you used, Did you have any certaln tvaching metheds or habita
that you used?

F.Wi: Wezll now in those days, like I said the county superintendent would ceme te
visit. ©She would chsck my plans and, for instance, we wouldn't have a smocial
studies book, but I had & tescher's guide. I had te do the resesrch. I had
to look up =11 the references, becauss the children's likrary couldn't afford
that. When I would cowe to town on wevkends, I would go to the county
supsrintendent's office and do my resesrch. Then I would take the meterials
back to the children. I would build my own ecurriculum study, I didn't have
it as fine ag the teachers have 1t today, becsuse they hesve workbooke and ¢
resource ;pevple who come in to tell thinge. I didn't have it thut way. We
gidn't havs workbooks ths tsacher bed to male up ihe sxtra work.

T: I was wondering if you might bo able to discribs some of the textﬁbooke that
that you used?

Fet I romember the ruesdsrs wers the Bobs Merrill, snd I still have come of thees.
In fact, I have the ene I lesarned to resd from when I wag 8 little girl. Bebs
Merrille readers. We had a Stones arithastic book,and it's g red book; I'll
never forget it. It was very, I thought, difficult. I never did snjoy
arithmatic, when I was having to learn srithmetic. When I startad to teach it,
I learned to like arithmetic. The children scemed like ihey alwaye had & bad
time with it. I think I know why. We didn't have all the interesting,

wanipuleting things thet chlldren have today in the classroom. When we nesded
te regroup, wo did it with rocks or semothipg ws'd go out and find on our own,

toothpieks. I think the arithmatie bocks tedey sre inducive to more study
then our books were then. Thess boeks, of courss, ars out-of-date and ars
cellzctorts items.

T: Was thz school that you tsught st open to all children?
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F.W: Yes as long ss they wers of age. A child had to be five years old before they
could enter first grade. Now they have to be six, which is a geed rule today,
but they wers too young back then. In my partleular case, wy birthdey is on
October the 8. This would mean that I was four years eld for the first gix
woeks of my firet grade. The scheel board let me ge, bwcause I was to turn ¢
five the next month. That fellowed me, and I waes slways the youngest one in
the class, I'm atill the baby of the senior clase of 1938 in Garden City.

T: Were a mwajority of the studente 8 cerisln religion or nationaslity were you
taughtt

FeoW: W2ll as far.ase relgion, they would come te the scheeol fer Sunday school and
church. I cen't remsaber any church deneminations 8t all. I'm sure some of
the paronts mey have been Qathélicrer Pretestant, but I didn't know those werds
when I wee young. When I begen to tesch, I don't know,I think the people were
wore of a congregastional thing. I mean they were all ons, but there weren't
any religion lines.

T: bid any of the students or thalr familiea have cuetems thet eppeared in the
echecl?

FJW: Yes, one year I taught, and I had some Mennenits children. I's certainly not
tallking Memnenites down &t 411. I admire them very very much, but I was
teaching the children to do square dancing becaues it wes fun. I had all eight
gredes, at thet time, and lots of ¢hildren. I think I had tweanty-seven, and
1 waeg temching them squars dencing. They juet heving a bull. BSeveral of the
Mennonite families reslized that it wap dancing, and so 1 wes vistted with by
several of them. They wished I wouldn't de that. I decided te call them folk
gewes, and I snld would it be slright if we played felk games. BHure that will
fine and se we comtinued, but it wasn't equare danoing enymore it was folk games.
We went right on with folk games,; which kr@ actually square dancing., 8o yes
soma of the them didn't want dancing, because dancing wae ndt ths right word.
Folk games was fine though.

Tt How many studsnte wont to the school?

F.W: I've had all the way frow three children, in wy first year of teaching. One
yaar here in Jarden City, I bad thirty-two in the first grade, and one was
totelly blind. I've had all serts of different members in uwy class too in
thirty ysars.

T: What wae the different sgez of the students in the scheoll
F.W: Wall in the rural schoels, I would have it from elx years up through fourtsen/
fifteen yeare, When 1 came to Garden City, I was etrictly 2 firet grade %eacher
for glx-year olde.
Tt Wae there a gertein way thei the studente had to dress wheh they came to school?
F.W: I don't remember that, sessonal wase all. Warm in tho wintertime. I can't
remember anythimg that wae different about that. We didn't have snything like

2 military dress code like some scheele have. We didn't have that.

T: What was the grestsst distance that any ef the students had to travel to get
to the echool?®
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F.W: Well the rural schools, I suppose seme childrep would come as far as five miles.
Thet was by horsebeck, by herse snd buggy, end then cars. Sowme of the farmers,
some of the wors well-to-do farmers had cars. Thet wee everything the children
used during my years of tesching.

Tt In talking about the ways the students dressed did they dress differently than
kids dress now going to school?

FuW! Well ths little boys, 8s I remember. I don't remember mwuch sbeut Jeane mostly
the boys wore overalls inm those dsys. ILittle girls would wasr cottsn dresses
and sometlimes aprons to seheol. This was to keep thelr dregses clean. Muybs
they would wesr the eame dress all wwek, and they wore aprons Monday, Tuseday,
and Wednesdey. Then they teok the mprons off Thursday snd Friday. Well I don't
know, their shows were farm styls shoes sometimes high top shoss. Actually
today boys end girle =re wearimg bigh topped shoes. The blue jeans teday,
there was & period of time where I think childrsn dressed better then they do
now. oeeme like today if the jeens wre alittle more worn-out the more populer
they are, whereas back ithere the new overalle wore really the thing. Whan they
get to be slittle bit wesh—worn, well tnen that was teken as farw wear, and
they ‘wear their new overalls to acheol.

T: whet types of oceoupations dia soms of the students end up doingl

FuWi Well like this one pirl. I had my first year, she ie th: hesd professor of music
et Indiens University. Our doctor, my fauwily doctor teday, is ere of my first
graders,; Ir. Tom Kekxal. Ons of the bankerse ls ope of my first graders. A Lr.
&ttling, he's & dentist here in town, is one of mwy first graders. Mmny, meny
of my pupile have become teschers, and I've had the jey of recommending them
for thuir jobs. Nany of them! There is certainly nothing wreng with the boy
or girl who grew up to be a fine parent. I'm proud of all of my childrem. I
have tmught hundreds of them and =e far as I know only one has ended up in &
penitentiary.. Se I'w real proud and if I could have kept my leving arm 2round
him, and the rocking cheir close by he might not be in the pen teday. Real
proud of my people.

T: When you were teaching in schoelhow did yeu evaluate or grade the studente?

FuWi Well we had the A, B, 0, L, F system in those thirty ysers of teaching. I
never did like te put a grade enm a paper. A child whe really should have a F
or feilure on & paper might have tried harder thao the child who would get sen
A and hadn't tried. I never did like grades se I generally would end wp writing
2 note or 2 word on s papsr. I had te put dewn 2 grade for the county supers
intendsntts grade. I've tried te menmge a gradz on a grade oard, but I never
did like to put down grades. I never did like to de thet. As the years went
by, we had the list of £ for excellent, U for unsstlisfactory, and B for satisfactery.
Thet wag the ending grades that I had in my lest yenrs ¢of teaching. That wes
a 1ittle lees painful becauss thet included more undsretending. It seened an
A on & peper mweans almoat perfect. AFlwes.complete fzilure, yot thet ¢hild
which received an F was crushed thinking thet wes his best. 50 I never did |
iike gradzs.

T: while yeu were teaching did the ourriculum ever change st the schoel?
F.W: Well through the years yes, theee firet ysere. ] was the surriculum dirsector

and instigator of the whole thing. In the lsct years of teaching,it wos more
specislized. We had the reading group on the committse, and they would decide
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even the texts that wers te be used. Them there would be follow-up. Mrk, it's
wondarful what thaey'res doing teoday, but it wasn't thai bad back then. I havs

a8 goed feeling about ths change, from a teacher doing mest of it, to gormitiees
directing teachers. It's all been fine.

T: What were some of the different edusational wetorials you used at ithe schoel?

F.W: I had carbon paper Instend of duplicating machines, is this what you mean?
Qkay I never did bave a grading pencil until I started teaching in the city
schools. I ussd erayons to wark our papers, I remember heving an indelible
peacil that I could writs with. When I would come to the county superintendsntls
office, she weuld have kind of & gel-like mat thst I could put it on. Then I
could make gome paper coples of that. That had to be deme in the superipiendent's
eifice. I alwaye lived in bher office svery Saturday. 5¢ did meny, wmany teachers,
becaues we didn't have all those things st our fingertips at our schooel. Like
I said the potbellied stove helped with cooking the meals. I hed a bosrd liner,
and it was & muele liner. That was what it really was thst I used. 1 still
have that smong my troasurss. That would zmeke the lines on the chelkboards,
becauze the boards were not lined. I had a school bell., After six districts
consolidated, they mede me a gift of thelr dell. I bhave it in my antique roouw.
I hed & school bsll. I hed the brooms, the shovel, znd the hos thet I used and
thatts everything.

T: Were there any perticular traditions at the schwel thal you worked at?

F.W: Well what de you meanT Semething ihet I should c2rry eon that other teachers
bad done? I don't remembsr that, I dom't remenber anything like that. It
seeme that I did my own thing. I never was told what I had %o do. I just...
I don't have eny memoriecs of traditions. I suppose the tradition of literariss;
I carried on with that. You knew what that mesns? That means a committes ef
usg gpetting together and telant nbwbers given. 1 guess that weuld be a traditien.
The bex and the ple suppsrz those were traditions. I wish they would de mere
of that teday, it'z fun!

T: Ware there any particular traditions that youustarted at the schoel? 7Thet yoeu
st kept deoing over and over againi

FuW: Well I de know that I instigested s rhythm band in ths sseend school I taught
in. In fact ihe money we made from one of our pie sales; we bought rhythn
band imstruments. When that scheel closed they were taken to the esunty
superintendents office. They were checked out te other teschers in ths county,
s¢ I do believe I started thet. I may have started other things but that rings
g2 bell.

T: Were there sny specisl observences that you had et the scheol, like maybe
Christmas programs?

Fudt Yes they alwaye had a Christmes program. Sents Cleus would come, and he would
come with sacks of eandycon nis baek for-all people not just the childremn. I
megn reslly everybody got candy. We slways hod an orange. Gould you picture
that todey orsngec are se expensive. The ¢hildren get an orange, candy,pesnuts
end thet heppened each year. 1 knew one year when I tzught; ny school wasn't
50 far from town. I brought s11 my, I think I had twenty-eight children that
yeer, to my houme herc in town. They all brought thsir Hallowsen costumes.
They bod them in sneks off in all the rooms of my hause. I had them sit down
in the kitchen =nd diningroom. I served them all soup and pies and then thsy
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went into all the diffsrsnt roome in the house and put om their costumes. DNons
of them had been trick or treating ever. I had gone sround te I don't know how
many homes in the nsighborhood and had left trestec se that it wouldn't be o
hardship on the hostesa. ¥We went to those doers,,and they got te knoek om the
door and irick or trest. The school bus brought ther to town and that was quite
a time. Soms of those children now are parents of children, and they're still
talking sbeut that evening. They remember the firet time they got to go trick
or treating. Thet was fun!

{ Were there any spesiz]l clscees that you had in your schoole? You caid in ons

of your elssses you had a girl who wae blind. Did you bave to do anything
speeial for her?

I didn't know what to do for hur,so I wes beginning to tsach her on the stylus.
I would have to read to know what to tesch hor. 5o s stateworker came out teo
visit oy class one day, and he told me that that was the wropg thing to do.

She should be learning Braills inctesd. Well I didn't knew that, becsuse I
nadn't had any training. That wae when Gerden City stsrted thelr program for
the visually handicappsd. I wse fouling up.so! Thet's what started the program
here in Gurden City. Today there is a teacher for the visually handieapped
because of the goofe I wae making way back then. So good for my goofal! I've
had dsaf c¢hildren. I'vyez had dumb, the ones who coulfn't zpeak., I've had brainm
dawaged. You name it; I've had it. Thic was befors they estarted their epeeinl
program. Today when they have these children come inte the clessroom; thers':s
& ppueisl teaccher fo work with them. Back in thoss days, Mre. Wilson got them.
I wae oldar om the staff snd o I teught 211 kinds.

t fou sald that you basically taught firet grade, but I wes curious whether you

had buen or helped perform any different greduation exersissa?

I've tought all eight grades in the rural achool. I would have eight gradeas
gxes pt thet first ysar when I only had ihree. I've tought all eight grades,

but when I came to the city schouels end did my last twenty-six yoers of teaching
I tmught totelly first greders. Now sz far ae helpimg with graduation you mean
what?l

Wos predustion different then it is today?

I den't think so; no not thet much. I mean even myself I remswber graduating
frow junler high, senior high, jumnier cellsge, and even the four yssr college.
Thay'ra pretty much the same. The spesker snd handing out the diplomss. Pretty
xuch the some.

Whan you were teaching wsre there eny contreversies surrounding the school thst
you taught =2t1

I cuppose svery sehool hes thet going on te cowe degres. When you gst o group
of perents together scme are bound to dislike somsthing that 1s golng on and
others ere bouad to like it. I know in the Florence Wilson school they have
the mauertive discipline pregrem golng on. At firet I think that weas thumbs
down. Alet of peopls felt that thelr children were belng too regimentied but
this isn't true. Now these sams parents ars happy thelr childrsn are being
diseiplimed in & very positive mannser. It is shewing up in the homes, and the
children are sesier to manage st home. You sse when something new is tried
generajly thers is much oritieism. When people reslize the good that is coming

from it, then they get on the bendwagon. I think that's happened since Adem
and &ve.
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T: When you were teaching wes there any orgenization like s PIAT Where the teashers
and psrents could get together and telkl

F.¥t I have ne memory of that in the rursl scheels but in the clty schoels yes slwsys.
Frem the time I started tesching there's been a FTA =nd now it's PTO. It was
paramt tesgher assvciation, and then part of the duees would go inte a state
fund. Now it's parent teacher organization so the money stays im Gardem City.

It ateye in that schoel in west emses. Some of it goes inte the city effiges,
in part. There siways hsgs been one ne far ss 1 knew in Garden Cliy.

T: You said in the rurzl schools they reaslly didn't hawe one. Lid you still meet
with the parents anywsydl

F.W: We didn't have eny parent tescher organizatioms. The only contact we would -
have with paremte would be if they would come for their children at the school.
They would then coms in and visit. Or at the literariesg, the ple suppers, big
treck meets, and that zort of thing. Ae far ss having parent tessher conference s
none. It wae 80 open. If I would nave had e preblew with = child; I'm sure
2ll 1 would need to hewe done was to tell the c¢hild to have their mothsr come
see me. ohe would have come. I cen't remember. In the city schoole we had
perent teacher conferencez. Thet's bringing a parent inte your council. The
rural parents visited ths school every onmce in 2 while, and they would come in
and c¢it dewn. uowetimes they would brimg o lunch instead. It wos like a grest
big fapily. Then maybe I would geo howe with them for the evening thet sort of
thing. &0 thers wasn't a need fer a confersnce.

Tt I wag just curious. From the time thot you firset eterted teschimg to now, do
you think that teaching,end the way etudente learn. Do you think that has
improved frem when you first stertea teeching?

F.W: I think the tescher today ls under nore siress then I was then. Temchers today,
now I'm spesking about myself in the firet grade elassreoom. I'm in ny £ifth
year of retirement now, but I remember I felt that I had to compste with
televizion programe. I had to meske ny tesching so interceting, that thet childls
wind would come 1o me inetead of hack home on the televicion. Teachsro todsy
ars having to fiil out s many reportc., If you tesch 2 child in an area; you
mist test the child in thet eres. You must racord ths child's performance,
becsuse twenty years from how that child wight{ come back znd sue you. That lg
becausze you didn't teach him thet srea. Thet's being done today. I think
twachers are underpaid, becaves they are having to work se hard and so many
hours. The hours within the four walls in zchool ars not the only hours that
& gopod teasher spends ln the prefessiom. They bring work home to do for that
¢hild's good the next dey. Teachers sre tervibly underpsid. 1 think that it
w2s ezgler, sven if I did have to work on the community programs; do.my own
janitor work; and drive, walk, or whatever the cage might hove been. That wes
eagier then trying %o be all the challenges of the teacher of todey. I don't
want to discourage you, because we ars living in o different age. onverythimg
is really hurry and get it done. Bsck in thoce daye, we didn't have to hurry
ec much. We have thst in our everyday lives. I'm not trying te discoursge
anybody. I do think thst ftencohers are in ths woest honorable profeseion on
earth.and their underpasid. 5o you de =1l you can to get selary up.

T: I'd like to thank you for letting me interview you.

F.W: Thank you for wenting me to.
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