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Pat: What years d4id you teach?

Claude: Uh, what years did I teach? From 1923-1970, Uh, I taught a rural
school grades 1-8, ninsteen twenty-three and four, Uh, I went to college
three yearys and a2 bhalf, 1 gradusted with a B.35, degree in Bducatlon, And
taught, uh, one year Peculisr, Missouri High School grades 9-12, twenty-
seven and sight., Taughi sclsncs, math, and agriculiure, uh, coached boys
and gizls basketball, Uh, the nexi year I was elecied superintendent of
the Mets high scheol and think the sevenslementary schools that were in
the system., That was nineteen twenty-nine and thirty. Amd I supervised
the elemntary schools. T taught math, science and agriculture in the
high school and coached girls basketball, I did that through, uh, year
1640, at which time I, uh, was . #&lected to teach in the high school in
Nevada, Misscuri and I taught there 1940-42., And I taught, uh, uh, in-
dustrial arts and math., And at that fime I enlisted in the Air Corp and
uh, we moved to, uh, Kansas City and, uh, and I was an instructor in the
Air Coxp Aviation Depariment there in Kansas City. The Alr Corp had a
school there it had zbout 900 men enrolled. The ran two,uh, sessions a day
and those classes included a wesek of englines, a week of elctrical, a week
of hydrclics and so forth, And I taught alrcraft instruments. And then
ubm, uh, we were transfered to Washington D.C. and, uh, I vworked as a
mechanic, uh, &b the airport that had 30 C-54"s that flew the Atlantic fox
the Army, uh, and when, uvh, that service was concluded they transfered me
to Newark, New Jerseyw ¥Where I was the instructor for the men,! Lhhe mechanics
whe were, uh, working for thelr alrcraft and engines licenses and 1 worked
at that until, uh, about 1945, At this time I transferred back to Kensas
City and I worked there with TWA. And then in nineteen and, uh,forty-seven
I completed my, uh, work for the Masters degree in Education. And, uh, we
came out here in the year ofuh, uh, school year of 1948 and nine., I be-
came superintendent of the High Scheol and Elemmitary., And, ub, then, uh,
I ssrved as Superinitendent from then until nineteen and, uh, sixty~seven
At this time Zylvan Grove and Hunter Unifed and they, uh, and they moved the
Hunter High School {to Sylvan Grove and I served as High School Principal
at Sylvan Grove until nineteen and, uh, seveniy, And thail, uh, pretty well
takes care of my teaching part of it.

Margaret: 1 taught school over in Missouri and in, uh, our requirements
beore you teach in a rural school, had to be in 1929 when T gruaduated from
Cotty College where that i1s a 2 two year woman's Jurdor College and I went
to college there 2 vears and graduated in 1929 and so that gave me a
certificate to teach in all rural schools and if we had 2 years of exper-
ience we could teach in the city grade schools and, uh, but, I taught, ub,
five years in a rural school., They were close to my home and T stayed home
and, uh, I really enjoyed those five years because of the things that we
taught then are so different from whatl they are today. And, uh, I had all
elight grades and, uh, the first grade, Uh, well, I taunght writing to all
the children, but we never taught one day of printing, everything was
writing and we started that right off first day of school, 1 had learrned
that in Junior College. When we use to supervise some of the civy, city,
city elementary schools, there was an old iteacher there that showed us how
to teach them, the children, how to write and we had the three lines and
they have tableis I think like that foday. That you can use that is zlmost
Iike that, but she called them ithe celler and ihe dining room and the aitic,
And each one goes up that height and, uh, that is the way she taught the



chilren the ABC's, too. She called every letter out and she always had
sentences for them to write and they always started with @ capital lettesx
and they closed with a period. And, uh, like the letter E it starts down in
the basement goes up to the dining room comes back to the basementi and then
up to the dining room. She always says to them sWing your talis right up
there to the dining rocom and at the last thing she would say dot the I's
and cross the t's and put & period there and thats a senlence. It tells
you semething. And, uh, she, her children demonstrated hew to do that and
their writing was just beautiful. And see T was teaching Kindergarten, at
Cotty, and, uh, so 1 tried it on them and it worked on them. Which I was
very glad because I gol a much better grade by teaching two, uh, children
of my English teacher. 4and, uh, one of them was considered very bright,

but he learned to write. And, uh, so afiter, uh, all my years I itaught even
in my high schools I have 1 have showed the children those three lines and
how to space their letters and you know, uh, the children who really wanted
to improve their writing did and thsy would go to the board, black board,
drew their own lines and, uh, jusi make up words. And, uh, you know, learn
to write nicely. And, uh, 1 saw that on TV just the other day and they called
it the same thing they called it the basement, and then the living room,

and the aitic, S50 I guess some of those old things are coming back, We
surely do need some of that because, uh, a lot of time when they have

these writing books they have to write from, you know, vou can take it home,
You are laying on the floor or on your back and £ill them ocut, you know,
that is 211 necessary. So you get them all £illed in and take them btack
but, we had regular exercises, you know, wheres we used the, uh, made the
ovals and push and pulls and, uh, the childrer love that and they do today
and, uh. ¥e have a 1little red shoolhouse up here at Beleit and I belong
Bolta Kappa Gammas and, uwh, every, no, twe years ago, now I believe they
started that and ithey invite every child in Mitchell County and I think
iAncoin County, oo, can atined at least one quarter of a day and, uh,

they write back and thank the teacher and nohody can teach in there sehool,
but teachers who have taught in a rural school. And, uh, they write back
and they say,"You know, the thing we enjoyed the mest was the writing of
the ovals and the push and pulls and lunch in our dinner huckets." 4nd, uh,
they was thrilled to death with that. And, uh, they had to sit up straight,
you know, and get thelr psn parallel with their shoulder, and, uh, most
people realize that their is much to that, tut it pretty importart for them
and they became beautiful writers. And then, uh, after my fifth year I had,
uh, three years the in this consolidated district. And they asked me to come
up to the high school and be a high school English teacher. 1 majored in
Home Heonomics in college, but at that time Home Economics and Music and Art
were all considered a frill, It wasn't necessary you could learn that at
home and, uh, so I, uh, tasght four years of English and I really enjoyed
tat, too, because, uh, nearly all of our students were from the country.
They'd drive horseback, or they'd drive a buggy or they'd get there a about
any they could. Some of them had an old Model T, you know, where they pick
up kids along the way, but they were country children., Elementary children
I taught teo were all out of the country children and, uh, they had lovely
mammers and they would tell or make remarks, you know: "Mommy sald or
Daddy said, 'If I didn't behave myself at school that I wounld get a whippen’
when I got home,'" And, uh, high school Klds din't say that, but,uh, they
kKind of understced it the same way, They thought Mr, Summers had eyes in
back of his head, He was~~- The children were kind of scared of nim and
so was I, BRut, uh, we really had good discipline and when he would go out



to the gountry rural schools and he had eleven rural schools, I believe,

Claude: Seven,

Margaret: OSeven, and, uh, he went out once a month at least and when he

was gene I had to be in charge of the high school studenis and, uh, never

a time did we have any trouble, I had one time, it was kind of funny, ukb,

I was, ubh, keeping study hadl. and everything seemed to be fine., And, uh,
the telephone rang.. The wanted the teacher out of the histroy class and,

uh, so I went to get her and, you know, they boys the, they, she was kind of
2agy, you know, they just scooted down in thelr chairs, you know. Their
head was upon their chair alright, but just sprattle and they acted like

they were gleepy, you know. 4nd I and I knocked on the deor and there ihey
were and what I wasl so surprised my wmouth flew open and were they ever
surprised. Boy those kds just, they really Jjust inched their way up., I
never saw anything like it., And they just turned red, you know, and, uh,

oné boy was in there was the president of the board son, his son and he was
scared to death that somebody would tell on him, you know, to his dad because
he was really stricked. And, uh, oh dear, T didn't say a word to him. I just
turned sround and shook my head and walked out. and I never did, I never
did tell anybody and T never did tell Mr. Summers +11l much, much, many
years later, because I knew his father woudl really, be really strict with
Iim he woudn't be off the ground, probably. And, uh, they coudn't go through
t¢ go home, They had to go straight through the school yard. The town was
a block this other way, but, uh, they had o be home by a certain time afier
four o'clock and, uh, when I was in high school there, uh, I was Pep {lub
gponsor and, uh, chaperone, and, uh, had to go to all the ballgames, And

I was their timekeeper, And sometimes we had Superintendents that were
pretty, pretty uvgly about keeping time, wvou know, and, ub, ball ocut this
timekeeper here you keep your eyes right on that watch don't you let her
pick up that watch z minute before or a minmte after. Yon watech that cloek,
you know, and, uh,..

Claude: Back in those days they did not have the time clock on the wall
1ik= they do now.

Margaret: We had stopwatches see, And, uh, finally one night one, some
board membher sald, that he had iwo people that kept walking in fron of him.
He sald, "You have two gocd people keeping time.”™ He says, "Why don't

you sit down and behave yourself, And you walking in front of me. . "

And of course he felt like he owned the whole building, you know, and he was
sitting right up even with the timekeepers, you know, and, uh, he says,

"IF you walk across that floor in front of me one more time 1 am going io
call a foul on you, because you are walking out on the court." And hy he
sat down and behaved himself, But, uh, well those are some of the littie
things, you know., But I tell you, the girls, our giris never lost s game
on our court and I don't think they ever lost a game the four years I was
there, but one and that was a tournament at. It was over at ElDorado and
then those girls were big as giants and everything, so the coach told thenm
not to wesr themselves out, Just play for fun, because, uh, they had another
game coming up at school that wlil really amount to scomething and that was
Just a tournament game. And so, uh, T got to go to, uh, the different
places and chaperone the girls. Then, after, uh, 1948 1, uh, as I say T gotb
to looking arcund and, uh, things kind of began to lock up. People had s



1ittle more money then they had, had before and so they were going o put
back Home Beonomics in the high school, uh, curriculum. And so, ub, I
applied several places and I five contracts in my pocketbook at the same
time, And, uh, I Just picked the choice, the one that paid me the most.
And, uh I started out in the rural school two years My first two years
teaching 1T got seventy dollars a month for elght menths. Then the next
year, I got into this consolidated distriet and I got BG dollars for the
first year, for 9 months, Then for the next Z years in a rural school I
got 40 dollars and then I got up in high school and then I really gzot a
big jump because I got 62 dollars and 50 cents a month for 9 months, If
there was money in the treasury 1o pay it and if thereswmsn't we got a
warrant snd we just kept it tiil there was money, maybe it was a year be-
fore you could cash your warrant and the banker was real generous. He'd
say, "Well, gzirls I would cash 1%t for twenty percent off.”

Clande: Those were the depression years twenty-nine through thirty-
four or five.

Margaret: Oh, i1t was territle during the 30's it really was everywhere,
And, uh, so nobody growled bout the teacher's salary being bad and every-
body was happy. And, uh, the teachers were really dedicated. And, you
know, if you had Art or which we did why, uh, you had to buy all the paints,
paper and pencils and everything else, And, uh, then, uh, as I say I had
five contracts and I got the best one, I thought. It was down in the Joplin
district down in Joplin, Missiourli and I'4 teach Home Economics and, uh,

one government class and T was pep club sponsor and I had to go to all the
games, 1 Wwas also the girls chapsrone and, uh, so, uh, T taught there 3
years and in 1970 beginning of the fourth year 1 got married., The super-
intendent tried to talk me out of it he said, "0Oh the war will all be
started, (it had)' and he says, "I don't know where I can zet another teacher
or not,” he said, Please just don't itell anybody your leaving just let ne
look arcund first and then he announced it at the Junior/Senicr Banguet.
Some of the girls were kind of med. They say he just wanted to tell every-
body himself about it, and, uh, he made guite a speech about 1t, ioo.

Then, uh, thern that was in nineteen and, uh, oh, T got married., Well,
Claude was teaching in Nevada and getting 112 dellars a monmth and I thought
that was really rvich and we didn't nesd for me to teach, S¢ i, we bought

a place there in Nevada. And wag golng t¢ Iive there in Revada and T was
Jusi golng to take it easy. We didn't need any more monsy. Well, uh, at
that time the war was on, you know, Pearl Harbor had happened and everything
and, ubh, if you were married you weren't so apt to get to go to war and if
you had chlildren, why you sure didn’t have to go. So, uh, there was a litile,
little girl that had been teaching and, uh, she had two children and her
husband up and left her. When the second baby came and, uh, she just had

to teach school to take care of them and I think the baby was just two weeks
cld when she started shool., And, uh, there was a young man out of that
community, this was a little town south of Hevada, about seven miles scouth.
And he got to golng with her and he thought that wald be & good cateh 'cause
he would had, he would bhe married and have a family already and she thought
they were wonderful because they were pretiy good, rich farmers, seo that left
them without & principal of the grade school., 3o a friend of mine that lived
there in Nevada was calling around to everybedy asking if they couldn’t come
and substitute, You didn't have to have a degree, And, uh, she calied up
one girl and asked her if she couldn't come and substitute, Bhe said, "He,

4



Momma, uh, my Mother has been with me when T substituted before, but Momma
isn't here now an I have Lwo babies and, uh, my husband is working on the
railroad and he is on call 24 hours a day, so I can't come.” And she says,
"§ho in the world could come?” and she said, "Well, there is Margarst Summers.
And she is not doing cne thipg and she belongs to a ¢lub that I belong to.
4 litile sewing ciub and she's not doing anything. Why don't you call her."
S0 this teacher came by to see me and she says that she would come by and
get you at 7:30 every morning, T thought 7:30 I says couldn't get up at
and be ready by 7:30. Her husband worked at the round house and he had to
be there by, uh, 7:30 and, uh, of course we Just lived 2 or 3 blocks from
there and, uh, then she says I'1l bring you home every night says he gets
off at 4:30 and, uh, of course, you know when you are working for the public
1ike the round house as a mechanic or something like that when 5:00 comes
and the whistle blows you Just drop everything, drop your hammer and every~
thing else beside. And somebody else comes in and picks 1t up. You don't
do that in the school., Sc the principal of the high school said that 1if we
would come and be there at §:00 every morning and meet the first bus that

he wonld stay after school till the second bus had left, so we could walk
right out the door at 4:00 and 1 mean we walked right out the door., And she
used to say to me, "Now Margaret, " she say, "be ready to walk cut the door.
Have the children all over shoes on all the ceoats buttoned up or nailed up
or whatever you had to do and ready to go,"” Which we did and I was grade
scheol principal there and they hired me btack to teach the next year. But
the next year, uh, that summer we went down to Parsong, Kansas and Claude
was, Ubh, supervisor on one of the amunition, uh...

Claude: FPrimer lines.

Margaret: primer lines, and so, uh, we knew he was aboul to go to fhe
service in September, he wouldn'i know it, but we came back to Nevada one
day and locked in the mailbox, And, uh, we've been gone all summer and
there was his invitation to report 1o report for zsctive duty, =o he saw
their people, the draft beard and they said, they would postpone 1t for a
week, Do then vwe went te Kansas City. He had been offered Navy, wh...

flande: T hadn't been offered T had an application for comission in the
Navy and it hadn’'i, uh, come through yet. It hadn't been processed, They
told me it would probably be 30 days before it would be processed out of
Chicago. Well, T had orders to report for pre-induction physical, but I was
overdue,

Margaret: Well, so anyway, we went to Kansas City and we saw a friend up
there he told him about, Well you ought to go down to see TWA or the
Gadillac. They were having lessons down there in alrplanes and severything
glse and they're crazy about feachers and they couldn't gelt any teacher.

Claudet Say that was the Army Alr Corp that was wanting insiructers in
their school,

Margaret: Yes,
Claude: They nine or eight bundred or nine hundrad studentis in thelr school

and they were short instructors, So that, but the, uh, school was in the
Cadillac building at 26th and McGee, That was the Army Alr Corp Scheol.



Cadillac moved alli there stuff out and the Army moved in all thelw, uh,
alrpianes mockups and, uh, uh, they had cells there for engine run up and
all that stuff,

Margaret: So we moved to Kansas City then and s¢ I didn't have a thing io
do. We jJust had an apartment there on the third floor, We could find a

a decent place to live or anything., Bo I got so Hired of looking at the four
walls, So, I saw & piece in the paper, you know, wanted help and, uh,
picked up one paper that said, uh, "shoesalesman wanted at Kliens Betier
Bhoes downtown and women please apply” and they never would of hired me for
that. So, uh, I went down to apply, he sald, "What makes vou think you can
sell shoes?” And I said, '"Well, if any other woman could sell shoes I
thought I could and that T had taught long enough that T felt comforiable.”
And, uh, "0Oh," he said, You know he had me write down kind of my resume.
You know, what I have done and he locked st it. "0Oh,”® he said, "I can't
hire you,” He said it would be too embarassing. He sald you are a teacher
and you been use to too Mgh salary. Now all cur clerks gei, they just get
eighteen a week and their tickled to get, because they don't have to go to
college to learn it and they learn on the job. "And, uh, well,”™ I said,
you know, "I'm not so imterested in the money T just wamt something to do
and, uh, "well,” I sald,” can't it in a third flocr apartment and lock
out the window it got so monotonous."” And he said, "Don't tell the girls,
but I'11 give you twenty dollars a week.”" And, uvh, I think, uh, that, =zo

I =aid, "Well, ves." He said, "Come in the morning.” (And that was Sat-
urday morning gnd I came in Saturdsay morning that I came in and that was
before rationig.) Before they were rationing shoes, you know, and he said
it will probably be a week to be able to sell shoes, becszuse you had to go
back and study the stock and you had to memorize the rmumbers, in llke a
pair of shoes would be 6, uh, 67281 or maybe 2, and uh, that would mean thst
was a red shog it was a pump, high heel and it was also a size, uh, seven and
a half and one on the end would mean it was an A and if it had a 2 on the
back of it was a double A and 2 and & and 1's designated for that sige.

So I went back avd I started studying and right after dinner he came in and
he said, "Oh, Mrs. Summers, ' he said, "We've just got to have you sell.”

He said, "People are just walting." He sald, "Do you think, uh, you can
manage to sell any of them.” "Well,” I said, "I don't know." I said,

I'd try. And ] said, "I have learned several of them." And we got along
pretty good, And so I sold all afterncon., And, ub, I worked there for and
and T was the high saleman. And, uh, I used a little psycholegy on some of
them. One day I, uh, the manager came up to me, he said, ub, "Mrs. Summers,"
he said, "You d4id a wonderful job today, but you ars terrible report Monday.
You are just gzoing to get an awful report.” "Well," I said, "Why?* and he
said, "Yon sell more shoes, but you didn't sell a bottle of polish and they
wers only twenty-Tive cents a bottle and you didn'™t sell a one and look at
all the polish you could of sold.” "Oh,” I said, "I never thought about
polish., ™ And, uh, he said, "Well, you've got to gell.” 0Oh, I forget how
much it was a hundred dollars or something like that, by the end of this week
or you don't get pay and that's what my letier said on Mornday from the
company. They send everything into the company at four o'clock, by four
o'clock every evening and the books were closed by four and what you sold
by five was next days work, see, Sure enough he really gave me a really good
going over for not selling any polish, Look at what period it was and +told
¥r. Goodwell, I said, 'l can't do it, I just can't do it." And he said,
"Well 1711 help you.' "Well,” I said, "That wouldn't be fair." "Well, he




"We will jwst see what you can deo.,” And you know everybody that I sold a
pair of shees to that week I's may "Oh, you know, these are raticned shoes
are going to last you and you are going Lo have to take ¢are of them, they
are roped soles you know."” And I said, "Now lock at this you have roped

sole shoed and uh, well, they'd say how much are they? Well, they are just
twenty-five cents a bottle, but if you don't have or don’t pay for one

today. Why, we usually bave polish on hand, If it isn't all gone I'd say
there is usually a2 rTush after the first of the month, but I could tuch you
back some, Well, how much is more. I'd say "They're twenty-five cents of
four for a dollar.” And you know, everyone I sold ration, I sold a dolliars
worth of polish., That brought in, and, you know, especailly men if thelr
with thelr wives, why, well get the whole thing and they don't wait all day
to think about it either, "Well, Ma if those shoes it you gei'em come on
and let's go and get the polish, too," S0, I had over a hundred dollars that
next time., So, next week ihe man came down from, uvh, the company. He stood
by there cash register all day. And the, the after the, uh, books were closed.
You want to turn this on again? (Mr. and Mrs, Summers were recording ithis
top and their tape ran ocut before mine.) He came up to me, he says, "I want
to talk to you."

Pat: Un, why don’t we go on,

Margarets: Okay., Then he called me in to talk to me and he wanted to krow
if T would go to Dellas, Texes and manage cone of their shoe stores, And T
told him, "No, I would not, because nmy husband was in the service ans were
going to move to New York in iwec months and sc I was going to live in
Washington D.C." And so, uh, then he said, "Well, would you take it here in
Kansas City?" And, he said, "We don't really have arybody to really good
enough to take over here in Kansas City."” Jin was talking about leaving

of course and, uh, or moving., I told him, "No, I didn't, I really d4idn't
want to think it ¢ver and start, you know, and just leave afier 2 nmonths.”
So, I thanked him, =0, uh, you can work in the store until the night before
you leave, Well, I worked there six months see, And after that I took a
civil service test and, uh,because selling shoes is real hard, And, uh, the
main thing that made it hard becanse at 9:30 the store opsned those little
seats you sit on and have them put their foot up on to to measure., They
disappeared by $:30 and so you had to just lean over and bend your back and
fit them with the foot on the floor and it was hard on you, And you d&idn't
dare sit down one minute all day. The only fime you sit down was when you
went to lunch and the supervisor would always say, "hurry back, hurry back,
furry back.”™ And, uh, so, uh, I told the manager that I was golng to take
the civil service test and I went down to the civil service department and
he said, "Well, we don't have any tests now, but you Jjust walt about 2 weeks,"
He maid, "We will have all kinds of test." and, uh, he wanted to know what
I wanted to do and I =aid, "I wanied to do Just what your deoing, Just sitlig
there,” And, uh, he says, "I'm nust direct people thats all,” He says,
"T'm sure you can get a job out of it.," So he called me Monday, to give me
the test and I say it in the paper. 8o 1 asked the manager of the stores if
I could go down and take the test and he said, "Sure, you deserve it if vou
want to go.” Bo I went down and I got a Jjob offer, And, uh, in fact I got
two job offers, And, uh, I could go to Washington D.C., and I wouldn't miss
one day. So, uh, FMr. Summers had gone two weeks before I was to go because
he took the car and he was going to find a place to live, and everybody saild
you would spend a month hunting a place to live, but he didn't., He got thsre



and they were buillding new apariments down in Alexanderia, Virginla, and I
don't know how many rows of them, And they had about 400 people come into
the city, And TWA got them and everyone of them got a brand new apartment.
And so, then T moved and I went down to work and I didn't miss a bit of
work, And I worked there until we cams back nineteen, uh, Porty-six in May.
And, uh, then we lived at Fort Sumner and, uh, in fory-seven 1T had this
baby, my Darrell, and uh, so I didn't think I would ever teach anymore and
we had saved our money, We had bought our Westem Auto Store snd, oh, Claude
thought that would be the world's best thing to do because everybody had
done so well in those stores. So we goi a place and moved in and cleaned
and papered and, oh, fixed it real nice for my kids and, uh, yon know, we
could not get stiff that sell, There were no refrigerators. There were
ne bleyeles and thers were no washing machines, nothlng to sell o make ends
meet. All you could get was maybe work shirits and work socks and, uh,
stafT 1ike that and my lands you jJust went bwroke on it. And we had, uh,
we told them that we Jjust had to sell it back to them, We're not making it
and there was a young man came out, not so young kind of old, T guess, And
he says, "Mr. Summers I guess you don't know anything about Western Auto,”
He sald, "1 worked for Western Auto for years and everybody mskes money in
Western Auto, because, well we have tried it." 1If we could gebt materials
why we could make money, bubt we couldn't get it and so, uh, he sald, "Well,
if you don't want it, T think 1’11 buy it." And he 4id buy it and you
know six months later he came to see us and he told us he had gone troke
and that they hadn't gotten any refrigerators or washing machines or any-
thing like that, Just some old siuff that vou can buy in any drugstore or
something, How was T going to sell stuff like that? And so then, ub,
Darrell was 18 months and, ub, Claude went to school that Summer and fin-
ished hismsters and then we came out here all of fory-elght. Then, uh,

I taught here, ub, 18 years and, uh, then we went, uh, I taught Home
Economics and Algebra and I was Pep Glub spensor. And, ub, 1 was Junior
Clase Sponsor every year., 1 had to get all the banguets for the school
board, We had scheool board member banquets every year. And they took
turns at that and so, uh, then we had Junior and Senior bangueis. We had
regunlar banguets and we bhad, you know, speakers that had a theme to then,
you know, and every kid of the Junior Class was on the program, everyone

of them. And, uh,

Claude: The first year she was here she taught band.

Margaret: Oh yeah, they didn't have any music teacher that was a frill
too, you know, $o, uh, I took over the band and had the band and 1 also,

{launde: had chorus.

Margarets: Yeah, had the chorus and, and one year the yearbook and, uh, we
did get peid, not here gt Hunter, we didn't get paild for that nothing, T
got thirty bucks, twenty-two hundred the first year,

Claude: Uh, twenty, uh, twenty-four hundred first year and T thirty-six, no
I got thirty-nine nundred, because I was a supervisor and you got twenty-
four hundred,

Margarst: And thats a far cry from the salaries of today. And then, yom
moved to Sylvan and I was down there four years. And, uh, we had got up to,



nh, the last year I taught at Sylvan I got seven thousand thirty dollars ard
uk, thirty deliars was for coaching the Kayettes and, uh, then, I had the
yearbvook, too, and, uh, one year I got fifty dollars for that., And, vh, but,
I went te all the ballgames, T had, uh, I was Junior Sponsor down there
every year and we always had pnlg banguets, And, uh, one year before the
last year we were here down to Brookville and we took all our decorations and
it was cherry blossom time and we got little tree, you know, and had cherry
plossome on them and everything., Oh, it was beantiful, And Mr. Gaddis

was the superintendent he had, uh, uh, we were just going into Sylvan in the
fall, see, and this was the spring before and so, we invited him to come.
And,; uh, we had a beautiful program. We invited, there weren't too many
Juniors and they had put their money., And they had made quite a bit of
money at the stand and, so we invited all the Juniors and Seniors mothers
and fathers and so it maede a big housefull, And, uh, Mr, Gaddis told me,

he galid, 1t was the nicest banguet he had ever attended and every child

was in it. BEvery Junior was in i1t and, you know, sometimes you can find
children some are veal, uh, quick and some are a Iittle slower, but I never
found one that couldn't do something. And, uh, in our Home Economics, uh,
in our years up here., The 18 years, uh, we made, uh, uh, I had gone and
learned how toc do ceramic work and, uh, the girls could take could take, uh,
it they took Home Ec., Four and Claunde helped them make ceder chest, so every
girl had & ceder chest. BHvery girl has, ul, a doll, uh, with well it was

a picture of a girl, a SBouthern girl, with a big dog standing at her side
that we painted and Claude would put the electrdeal stuff in it, And they
were all given that stuff free and, uh, they had a ceder chest fall of
everything yon negd when you started housckeeping, ut we made all that
stuff. We made tea towels, we made aprons, we made blouses, we made skirts,
and we made children's garments. And uh, "Oh, I would never use children's
garment," and I'4d say, "Yes, you will,” And I'd =say, "Just keep them and
don't give it away because you'll need them.,” and you know, they did, And
down in shop, why, Claude let them make little horses and wmy lands horses
are Just running places all over this town and he could be busy every hour
of the day as 1t was, making ceder chest or horses for people. They's be
Just, uh, the, uh, everybedy would keep him busy. Old pecple I never had a
cedar chest would you make one for me, And well, then we went down to
Sylvan and we had Ceramics and I had two art classes, And, uh, we did
ceramics and charcoal, we did pastals we did ollis and, uh, we did pen work,
S5¢ we had quite an Art display on everything,

Calude: Yeah, the sthool board bought a new kiln, a ceramic kiln. A nice
cne, but, you know, after we left you can burn those things up, They blow
up, if you get stuff too hot, they blow up., That I think the year after she
left that thing was Just...

Margaret: They cracked the 1id on it.

Claude: Was'nbt any good 1t just loock like they burnt stulff up and blew up
in there, It just. And they didn't have ceramics anymore and I don't
think they ever did,

Margaret: Well, they learned how, uh, to uh, I think one year Mrs, Duhbs
came over and showed them how to start the kilu, I taught them how to load
the kiln, And you know those little cones you put in it, and, ubh, bt we
rut 1n in for greenwsre and put in in for glazes and put the ones that had



gold on it and put the ones that had red on it and you red in with, uh,
greenware boy it would turn brown, brown, And, uh, the kids knew how to
load it, but they didn't understand all about the 1ittle cones. ¥We didn't
go into much detall on that, because the instructor told me down a2t Salina
be very careful which cones and don't let the kids mess with those cones
because they will muin you whole stuff, but, uh. They =aid the shelves were
all had paint all over them, some of the girls said that the boys they let

a bunch of boys go in there and, uh, you are not suppesed to put anything

in a kiln any thicker than an inch because you Jjust can't get alil the air
out of it, And they use to make models you krnow and put them in there and
they go BOOM, you know, and everything would fall off those little nails,
you know, And somebody told me that it sits in thalt art room, Do they ever
use that thing beside a junk room anymore? Well, you've seen that kiln

in there I'm sure and they looks like they've been cooking in it and there’s
grease &ll over the top of it, last time I's been there to smhetitute, Oh, it
just made me sick and it didn't cost those kide one dime, and some of thenm
mave four, five bhundred dollars worth of stuff, We made a lot of nice things,
vases, and, oh we made lots of things, Kids Just loved it. T did it for
the Junicr High and Senior High and we had both bovs and girls in there and
they made some beautiful {things. But, uh, they don't even have ari down
there now, And I think that is a disgrace because every child has some
ability., And, uh, I know one boy that was going te zo play hooky and, uh,
they declded to go down to Idncoln and they warted him to go along. “Well,"
he said, "What time are they goin®?” they said, "One o'clock.” And he

said, "Nothing doing.” He said that he was going to art. Charcoal today
and he sald, "I'm going to learn how to coke with charcasl and then we are
golng to do pastels” and he couln’t get oul of that he Just had to have that.
And, uh, can you wait ti1ll later. The he wanted to go. Ho sir, sc¢ they went
off and left him and, you know, his mother told me thatl made a complete
change in his whole 1ife and said well one board member told me ithat he
wasn't, but a trouble maker, but he was the nicest boy in there and I really
did enjoyed it and he did, too. He asked me one time if he could buy some
broken charcoal sticks, you know, he wanied to make his mother 2 piciure

and I sald no, you can't buy from me I will give you some of it to make a
picture for her pecguse, uh, we got some little chearcoal, we gol some big,
vwe got scome little bitty scrap, but I'11 give you some scrape and I'11 give
you some good stuff, too, because, uh, I buy that stuff and, uh, I'11 give
you some of mine, And you know, he made the most beantiful pieture and,

uh, he was s¢ proud of it sometimes we have kleenex in there, you know,

they drew a pichure and they'd rub the colors together and blend them
together and he was so proud of those. Everybody, we even had one or two
#irls that there was one girl especially that kind of really slow and every-
body said she couldn'™ learn anything when we started, but she learned in
there, And, uh, well the kids just all enjoyed it. Then, uh, as we retired
down there, why, T didn’t fteach the next year, then the next 2 years, T nean,
the next year we both taught down there zt Topeka., We wanted just one more
year to finishup, vou know, so we didn't have %o wait, uh, oh this, uh,
KAPERS, So we tmught one year down thers and I had, uh. They were real
rice to re and, uh, the superintendent, uh, he looked at my principal and
gaid, "What? You only got seven thousand and something down there.” he
said, "Fow com?" He saild, "You have enough hours for a Masters Degree and
that is foolish.” He said, "You will geit & Master Degree pay.” Sc I got it
about 8,500 ard T alsc got paid for keeping, uh, for being, uh, Pep Club
Sponsor and, uh, Junior Class Play and the gmual, And, so, uh, I was I was
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really well satisfied. They bullt a brand new high school at...Where was
that school?

Claude: Uh, Harveyville was where they bullt the new school. No, it wasn't
Margaret: No, it wasn't.

Caludes Ho, Harveyville was where, ub----

Margaret: Harveyville and Dover and Hskridge all went together,

Claude: Eskridge, yeah, Eskridge, Eskridge,

Margaret: Now that was Just a little town. HNow did they put the new
school there?

Clande: Yeazh, you see T taunght half time at Bskridge and half time at
Haxveyville,

Margaret: And, uh, well, anyway the superintendent asked me if I wouldn't
ga over there it the new shool building and he said, You czn have all the
clothing and the other girl can have the foods," And, uh, but we had ocur
house here and we were golng to retire anyway, so I Jjust told him that we
were from the very beginning we Jjust wanted a one year contract, but they
asked us to come back.

Fat: Well, that's good. Now, you answered a lot of my questions already,
so I'm just going to skip through and pick a few, out. Uh, I would like to
know how did you start out your day in the rural school?

Margaret: Well, I started in the rural school, I siarted the day out with
the Salute to the Flag, alleglance to the flag, then we sang a patriotic
song, America or, uh, God Bless America or some of those snd then we had our
Good Morring dong and we always had time for that, And ithen after that, uh,
this was kind of unusual and I really didn't realize it, but, uh, that the
children would, uh, there wasn't a ¢hild in my school that ever went to
Sunday School. 4And, so I took that big Hulburti's Bible Storybook to scheol
with me and I1'd ask them 1f they'd 1lke 1¢ hear a Bible story. Oh, yes, ves,
and so I would read a Bible story every morning., Now, we had time for all
that., And I had first grade, you know, had all the reading and all the
arithmetic, you know, and, uh, at noon. Couldn't we sing at noon and learn
some of those Jingle sings, you know, like The Frogiem Went to dchool, and
Down By the.., Down by the Qld Swimming Pool and things like that. There
was twenty-one of them and they those kids could sing., We elther need a
piano or an crgan or we had to have a pitch pipe., And there wasn't any-
thing in the school, so 1 had a pitch pipe and so I got the tune by the
pitch pipe. I have had organ and piane and I'd have volce, too, And, so

I taught them by rote and you know, those first graders learned just as
quick as the eighth gradexrs, And sing, oh they would sing, And, uh, well,
T was going to say about this Bible Study, when school was cut of school
one year one little boy used to walk home with me every nlght and he would
say, "Oh, Miss" {they called me Miss Margaret) he says, "Miss Margaret I
sure do thank you for having Sunday School everyday.” But you couldn’t do
that today now could you?
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Pat: Uh, Claude, how did you start oui you day?

Clavde: Uh, pretty much the same way, KWe always had opening exercises.
School started at nine and, uh, lasted ti1ll twelve and was out al four, so
we had plenty of time. And they, uh, my first schocol we alternated the,uh,
fifth and sixth grade and the seventh and eighth grade, In other words,
fifth and sixth had their classes together,

Margaret: All, bui Arithmetic,
Clapde: Yeah, and the next year they reversed it, you see., Yeah,
Pat: What were some special observances of the school?

Claude: Well, 1ike T mentioned, uh, while ago the programs at, uh, the
pie supper, the, uh, we had a program at, uh, November or Thanksgiving
program, You had a Christmas program, and then, uh, had an Faster program.

Margaret: And the last day of school,

Claude: And the last day of school a big program and a big dirmer, you
krnow, and everybody and all the people came in to the big dinner.

Margarel: 4And I, uh, I invited 211 the women in my district fo bring their
children and if they had a plece for them or if they didn't I had a piece
for them and if they could sing. Anybody could bring their children in

and we make up the program after we would get there and after or while

thelr getting the dinner ready and things like that to see that every child
that wanted to participate could have a chance to do so and you'd be surprised
how many mothers brought litile kids, little children two and thres and four
years old that would get up and sing a song or could say a speech., We, ub,
I don't think a child was left out. And I always gave them treats. To zll
the children in the district, too. And, uh, of course that last day of
achool was a big day.

Claude: At Christmas time we always furnished some of the orange and the
apple and a sack of candy, at Christmas time.

Margaret: And somtimes a2 1little gift., Maybe, the girls z little wotton
bow or something like that, It didn't cost over twenty cemis and things
were really cheap then, you know,

Claude: That was for the Elementary., We ave talking about the Elementary
School,

Margaret: And, uwh, we always gave them a treat up in the High School.

Claude: And high school teachers gave treats, also., We use to have pro-
grams, too, At Christmas ilme, And usually had someone act as Sanlie
Claus and come in with the treais, you inow.

Margaret: Oh, that was a2 big day. The Rural School really put out lois of
energy and effort to make everybody happy and you always invited grandma and
Aunt Sally and everybody and they all came with big baskets full, You know,
even during the depression, you knew they would have potato salad and they
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would have this and they woull have beans and they would have cucumbers or,
uh, pickles. Oh, all this stuff, cake and pie, pudding and jam. And they
Just really put on a spread. And, uh, usually they got the teacher a gift
at Chrisimas time maybe it wasn't much, but oh, all around everything was
g¢ nice. And just maybe a little handkerchief with a little embroidery on
it, You know, it was bilg stuff. And even at birthdays they use to bring
me a plece of cake, you know, and maybe they kept it in thelr pocket and
maybe there was there was a frog in thers or worm or something., And this
was 3 plece we had left from my birthday cake and I want you to eat it and
you would say, ''Oh, thank you and I°1l eat that with my lunch.” "Aren't
you going to eat it right now," 7"Bat it right now!” And you ate it right
rew and 1 never knew anybody who got sick on anything the children gave
them a piece of candy or whatever, you kuow,

Pat: Uh, you both have given me lots of interesting things., Just to
Kird of wind this up. Is there any one event or special happening in
your teaching career that vou would liks to tell me?

Margaret: Oh, as I =agid, we had nc discipline problems, because the family,
every, every husband, every man in that district when he would talk to me
and you would ask &im a question and he’s =ay, he's say, uh, he'd answer by
saying "No, Hrs. Bummers,” or "No, sir,” or "Yes, mom, no yeah, nobody, any-
body that is over 60 years old would answer that way today, but the kids and
young guys. Huh, I don't know, hey you. You never heard that and 1 heard
people say the year after I retired that some of the kids said I don't

have to do that., I've got my rights., You writs that papsr yourself., Now

T think they have gotten away from that now. Where they have a 1ittle more
respect, but the teachers have to respect the children before the ¢hildren
will respect you. And you have to ask them and in a nice way, please do this
for me? Uh, would you mind geing out and, uh, maybe get me a pamphisei or
something, And thank you so much and say it before everybody and thank you
for going, anything and, you know, ithekids didn't catch on. But I have
never in my 35 years of iteaching had a child say, I'1l not do it, I'm

not goin to do it, or call me some ugly name, 1 have never heard it.

A lot of them, szcomebody itold me as she went through the line as they
graduated and one of them say, hubh, you 0ld bag vou still teaching here.

Now I don't know if they would do that today or not. 1 never hear of it

ang they talk that way now?

Pat:s 0Oh, uh
Margaret: Hugh?

Pat: Sometimes. Claude do you have any special event you can think of
right quick, to wind it uso.

Claude: No, I donit know as I do.
Margaret: Well, I'll tell you another thing that I really appreciated,
Fow they inviteded us up here to alumni, every dinner, every year we get

a letter to come up. And, uh, our 40th, was it our 40th anniversay?

Claude: mmhumm.
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Margaret: Yes it was, 40th amniversary.
Claude: Oh yeah, it was the 30th,

Margavet: Oh, I don't know it was when they had that, uh, one couple had
their 40th, they gave us an atlas.

Claude: That was a road map, & road map.

Margarets An atlas, vh, anniversary dinner and gifts and things like that
at our 30th open house. Then at our 40th one, one of the classes invited
us to come and, uh, be at there table and had a spscial party after it was
all over and, uh, a1l the kids and people were there, 4And, uh, T didn’t
eXpect anything., Uh, they introduced the guests and things like that and
Just about the time they closed the program up they said they had a little
special thing., And, uh, this was our 40th anniversary, our wedding anni-
versary. And, uh, they had a cake on our itable gll decorated up. And, uh,
they presented that to us and then after we got through they presented us
with a plague, kind of like that, only it had, uh, uh, hands like this,
wedding hands and ub, ring on them and, uh, what else did it have? RBeauti-
ful roses and things like that. and Dee Schultz bought it from someplace
and had somebody get it. And, uh, fthis had this school, uh, net school
board, had that night for the alumni present that to us and they gave us a
standing ovation and I thought that was really a highlight to remember,

Pat: Uh, thank you very much for doing this I really appreciate it.
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