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The following is an Interview with Mrs, Ethel Haneke by
Suzanne Melanlel, This interview was prepared for Dr. 4llen
Miller for his History of American Education class, July, 1984,

Suzenne: Ethel, today I am going to talk to you about some of
your experiences of teaching in a one-room schoolhouse,
Te what years did you teach?

fthel: I taught the 1952-.53, 53-54¢ school years,

Suganne: ¥here did you teach?

Einel: At Zeaver Bank, Tit's four miles east of Ellls zné about
toree-fourths of a mile north,

Suzanne: How much schoolling did you have In order to teach?

Ethel: T bad an A.B. degree {rom the University of Kansas,

Sugannes  DId you live in Ellis while you were teaching?

Bthel: Yes, I was married and lilved at home, thank God,

Suganne; How were teachers sxpected to conduct tnemselves in

the community?

Fthel: Az far as I know, we had no specia: rules that we were
expected to follow at this time,

Suganne: Whal was your pay while you were teaching in this one-

reom schoolhouse?

Ethel: The first year was thirty-two hundred dollars and the
second year was thirty-four hundred,

Suganne: How did you get your paychecks?

Ethel: They were malled to me monthly,

Suzanne: Who enployed you?

Etnel: The school board conslstling of three members,

Suzanne:; Was thils a school board just of that area?

Ethel: Yes, and they were elected by the people,

Suganme: How big of an area did the school serve? In other

words what were the boundaries?

Bthels: At that time the students itraveled no more than two miles
to schovl, I'm not sure of tne boundaries of ths school
area,

Surzanne: When 4ld the school open and ciose?

Fthel: It closed in the later '%0's, I do not know when it openeq,

Suzanne: How did the peopls declde upon the location of the schoal?

Ethel: The location was the one glven to the township by the
state when they divided the state into sectlons and gave
each distriet a location to bulold a school,

Suzanne: Wnat materisls were used to bulld the school?

Ethel: It was a wooden structure,

Suzanne: How did the school get 1is water?

Ethel: We had a well with an eisctrie pump.

Suzanne: Can you describe the interior of ithe school?

Etnels As you entered the front entrance way there was a boys
vathroom on one side and a girls bathroom on the other,
Then past the cloak room you would enter into the large
room wnleh was the school room on the north of the buillding,
On the soutn along the schoolroon was a library and a
kitchen,

Suzarme: You sald that you had a school board of three members that

governed the school, How did itney finance it?

Bthel: It was by taxatlon,

Suzanne: Did you often meebt with ihe school board?

Ethel: No, just when I got hired and again when 1 needed something
for the school or something broke down, I would call one
of them,

suzanne: If something broke down who did you eall?



E+hel; ¥hichever school board member I could get.

Suganne: Was there anyone in particular that had to leep the

building up?

Ethels FNe, they all worked together with that,

Suzanne: Dld you have any physical type of problems with the

sbullding?

Bthel: Very few, once in a while the furpnace would go out,

Suganne: Did this littie area raise money for the eguipment?y

Ethel: No, it was from the taxes,

Zuganne: Was the schoolhouse only used for teaching?

Ethel: It was used as a communiiy senter for any group that would
iike to use it. For 4-H clubs or any kind of social events
they wished,

Suzanne: IAd nore than one teacher work in that school?

Zthel: No, this was always a cne teacher school,

Suzanne: Jid you have a prianclipal over you?

Ethel: No, we were governed by the county superintendent wheo
lived in Hays.

Sugannes Do you know 1f there uwas a problen of teacher turnover

in that school?

Ethely: As far as I koow, there was none,

Suzanne: How did you get the supplies for your school?

Bthel: I would make out a list of what T wanted and send it ito
the school board and T usually gobt it.

Suganne: Is thlis school still avallable? I mean is 1t still a

place or have they torn 1t down?

Fthals "It has been torn down and a house nas been plzced on that
iocation,

Hurannes wWhal teacher alds did you have avallable for your use?

Ethel: A%t that time the ones thalt 1 used were the ones I had
made for myselT as I needed then,

Suzannes Did you use them with any particular grade level or

d3d you use them with all grade levels?

Bthel: 1 usuvally made them for specific children since itnere were
a few in sach class whichever one would need somebthing
special I would prepars it for them, and we did have
alct of workbooks at that time so we had plenty of work
to Reep everyone busy,

Suzanne: What were the ages of the children?

Ethel: Luring those two years I did have c¢hlldren that were in
all elight grades,

Suganne: Was the usual age arcund six or did it vary?

Ethel:s Yes, they-were six when they were allowed to start school,

Suzanne: You salid the greatest distance was conly twe miles?

Zthel: For the ones tnat were enrolled when T taught there, yes,

Suganne: How 3id they get to school?

Bthel: Their parents brought them by car,

Suzanne: What was the length of the school year and ihe school day?

Zthel: The school day was from ¥ until 4 and the school year was
< menths,

Suzanme: Did you start In Seplemeber or August like we do now?

BEthel: We started in September,

Suzanne: Septewber and got out in day?

Tthel: Yes, There was no spring break,



Suzanne: Can you describe your school day--what you began with and

how you tonducted the classes?

Bthel: We started with the flag salute, using a partrictic sorng,

a prayer, and then everyone would start with their assigmments.
Suzanne:; After the opening exercises, what was the order for the day?
Etnel: The first period in the morning until the morning recess

was devoted to reading activitles for everyone, After
recsss until noon, we worked on math. After lunch, tne
first graders would have nmove reading and language arts
astivities along with second graders, Then ths other groups
were palred off so that 1ike the fourth and Tifth grade would
have soclal studles together, OUne year that group would
nave fourth grade sccial studties and the nexi year would
have fifth grade soclial studies, The seme thing with the
cther groups s¢0 that by the time they graduated, they
had covered the full curriculum,
uzarnne; Z1d the student have to it in any type of chores or
arything thrcughout the dzy when they were attending
schaol?

Zthel: Not the group that T had at that time did not,

Suzanne: Yhat type of teaching methods did you use?

Tihel: Tt was individuslized in reading and nath and small groups
in the other subjects,

Suzanne: What kind of textbocks did you bave to work with?

Bihel: We used the county adopted textbooks,

Suganne: What system of evaluation was used?

Zthel: It was on teacher testing and grading, And then each year
the eighth graders had to take the county exam to be zble
to pass,

Suzanne: You talked about a library, How large was this library?

Ethel: We had a very gocd Lllibrary for a public school, We had
up-to-date dietlonaries, encyclopedia, reference hooks and
all told probably about 500 bhooks,

Sugarney How dld you handle diselipline problens? Or did you have eny?

Eithel: We had very few disciplize rroblenms, The cnly cnes that
we seem Lo have were the srguments ameng the ohildren about
thelr religion, UWe had Cotholics, Lutherans, and Hethodists -
and this was the tople of thelr conversations at recess
when the teacher wasn't sbanding around.

Suzanne: How did you handle 117

BEthel: Ws talked aboul understanding each other's religions and
trying to get +them to see that theres was more than
one religlon that night be acceptable, Bubt their parents
didn't feel ithls way so the children didn’t feel ihis way,

Suzarne; So other than ihat you really didn't have to discipline

ahildren?

Ethel: No, as far as thelir behavior, they vere a very well behaved
group,

Jupanne: Whal Rind oF speclal observances did you have?

Tihel: We had school parties for things like Halloween, Thanksgiving,
Christmad which was & community party, we had a Christmas
sommunity program thatl everyone came to, We observed
Easter, Valentines Day and various ithings and birithdays,
Everyone had a birthday party,

L)



uzpanne: Nowadays, We have all these activities between schools--
football, debate and everythling else, Idd you have any
type of activities that took plsee beiwsen schools in
this area®?
ithel: We had county syelling contests and county music contests
every year,
Suzanne: Did you have any special type of classes or educational
servises that you offered in that school?
Bthel: Ho, we had nothing of this kind at that tine,
Suzanne: Whet was the average number of years a student spent
in secnhool?
Ethel; Hight,
Suganne: Whattype of graduation exercles were performed?
Zthel: There were none,
Suganne: Md they have to go tnrough asrnything to graduate?
Ethel: They had to pass the county ftests,
Suganne: Just the county tesit?
Bthels Right,
Suzgnnes 0K,

€]

Ethel: Sometimez the parents weuld have a party for the sighth grzde

but this was individual.

Suganne: ¥hat was the dress and appearance of the students,

Zihel: These were all farm students and were clzan and were
wellwdressed when they came to¢ school,

Suzanne: Md you have any speclal rules at your school?

gthel: We set rules only when they needed %0 be get, And tinls
would bring about maybe s loss of recess if there was
too much visiting or talking durding the school day,

Suzannes Did a student bave to pay to go to schoel?

Ethel: Ko, they did not, They had to buy their own books and
that was it,

Suzanne: Did thls community have anything 1ike the PTA or any
other organiszation where the parents and teachers were
involved together?

Ethels Yo, but at least onee cor twice a yesr we would have a
basket dinner where all the people of the community would
come o school,

Sugannes What type of occupations did your studenis sventually

take up?

Fthel: They went out to various occupations which probably could be
called the blue-collar kind of actlivities--nurses aids
and farmers and things of that kind,

Suzanne: Were the majority of the original studenis of o particular

religion or natlonality?

Etnels The religlions in this group were preity well eveniy divided,
However, the background of nmost of them was Gernman,

Juganne: Since they were German, did you have to follow any
certaln customs or traditions?

Bthel: Ro, we did not at school, But the children would bring
information from home of things or customs that they Jid
have in thelr homes,

Suzannes How many children did you have?

Ethel: Thirteen,



Suganne: Did this school make any lasting contributions to the

community it served?

BEthel: I'm sure It did in the fact that all these c¢hildren that
I had did zo on and graduate Trom high school., And as
far as I know they are all vpstanding citizens of thelr
community,

Suzanne: Thanik you, Bthel., 4And now if we can get you husband

to come in here and we'll have a little talk with hin,

(The Tollowing iz an interview by Suzanne with Ethel and her
nusbhand Bay, Som of Rey's comments are heard to hear due
to the faect he was sitting a 1ittle too far from the tape
recorder, The information is down as complete as possible,)

Suzannes We have PBihel's husband, Ray, in with us now, When I

talked to Ethel and RBay eariler, ihey both indicated
that they had themselves attended a ons-room schoolhouse,
And T wanted to get some compariscon and differences

from the time that Ethel taught, from when she was

a student there, and maybe some experiences from Hay,

Do you mind telling me when you went to school?

Ray: Well, let's ses.I started in 1928,

Ethel: T started in 1927,

Suzanne: Did the school time or the day start at approximately

at the same time, I think you sald 1t was 9 to 47

Ethel: Yes, mine started at 9 and let out at 4,

Zay: @ to 4 also,

Fthel: However it was an eight morth =zcheol instead of nine,

Suganne; What months zince it was an eight month school?

Bthel: Betptember to-

Hay: to the first of April - about the second week of Aprll we

were out, You asked my wife a question earllier about chores,
ihis is how they worked arcund it, You see, afier the seedlng
tlme in the fall you started and the beglrning of harvest tine
in the soring you got cut,

Ethel: This was true when I went to the country schocl but when
I taught there the children stayed 1ln school,

Suganne: You talking recess and roon, what did you do during

your recesses?

Ray: Well, recesses were short, Noon usually you either had a

ball game, volleyball, drop the handkerchief, ring around
the rosie, or some activities,

Bthel:Usually the ganmes we played were blind man's bluff, ring
around the rosie, rzces, the older ohildren would play
btall games,

Suganne: Is this baslically what they pizyed when you were teaching®

Bthel: No, we played more modern games and more ball kind of activities,

Suzanne: You were talking about Junch, what did you bring for lunch?

Ray: We.., oack in those days it was probably maybe an egg sandwickh,

banana, apple, In winter pork or beef sandwiches, There
were alot of egg sandwiches,

Ethel: We had a hot lunch program in the fact that children were
assigned by the teacher what tc bring, Maybe one of us
would bring 2 gallon of milk, somebody else would bring
wotatoes and the older students would prepare and we would
have potato soup, Or each day we would have some hot thing
to go along with the sandwiches or whatever we brought

from home, There would be some children who brought
nothing and they would Just get that,



Suzanne: What did you have when you were ifeaching?

Ethel: We had an electric kitchen at Beaver Bank with an electrice
stove and refrigerator, 4nd 1f tne children wanted they
could bring something and like maybe we would have bhaked
potatoes and things of ithis kind or if some mother wouwld
serxd a bowl of soup for the school and we would have that
from time to time, But it wasn't anyihing that we regularly
planned,

Suzanne: Nowadays we have to listen io tne radio to finmd out if
we don't nave school trnat day, How 4id you find out
wanen the snow was so bad that you coulda't get to school?

Ray: School was never cancelsd because transportaticn was sush in
Ellis County it was by buggy, horseback or walking., Fy
brothers and T 1lived 24 miles from school, Ilots of times
we'd walk 1t, He nad no cancellaiion of school,

Suganns: Was that the same for youf?

Bithels We were usually callad if the teacher couldn't get to
school, I the teacner couldn't get there, you didn't
have schooli but then it depended on whether oxr not you
could get there,

Suzannes In the '50's did you ever have to cancel school?

Ethel: Yes,

Suzanne: How?

Zthel: We had a tslephons in the school, We would call amd have
the parents come plek up the children if #e were there
and thought 1t was vad snough or they would call and say
"Are we having school todsay?”" And lnal was the tsacner's
declision then,

Suzanne: Ethel told me she dida't have much diseipline problem,

If you ever gol 1n trouvle in school, what punishment
did you get -- or were given I should say?

Ray: Back in those days I tnink tne =main punisnment - there were
alct of ssankings back In the early '3C's. But you either
knelt in the corner on corn ov went io ithe black board
and the teacher drew a ring on the black board and you
ztocd on your tippy-toes and kept your nose in tae ring in
front of the students for maybe fifteen, twenty, thirty
minutes, I can't remember it really happening to me,

And if you got spanked at school, you got spanked 2% Liome,

Suzanne: Iid you nave any disciplineor punishmenis at your school?

thel: Yes, we had many more students and many of ithem were older
al that time and we usually had a young teacher., Iy
teachers were girls who had graduasted from high school am
had six weelks training, And the boys were sometimes as
old as they were, And they caused alot of trouble at times,
Sometimes the parents would be called to come take care
of the situation or the small ones got spanged or they
gtood in the corner,

Bay: The size of the school was generally large., Usually twenty-five
to thirty children in grades one to eight,

Btnel: There were twerniy to iwenty-five always in the cae 1

went to,
Suzanne: Ihen you went down to teaching in one that has thirteen,
Ethel: Makes it nice,



Suganne: Do you remember any types of tricks that were played

on the teacher 1o get her goat?

Bthel: Smakes and desad mice in her desk,

Ray: Snakes - boys sneaking around behind the girls bathroom,

Back then they were outside,

Sugamme; Dd you have snazes in your desk?

Bthiel: I was not afraid of snakes, We cvollected snakes for sclence
so they knewx I wasn't afralid of them, No, that didn't
happen to nme,

Bay: Ch, znother thing they put tacks in chalrs, I think 1t might

st111 be done.

Suganner It sure is, Wnat were some of the subjects you had?

Was it different frem what BEihel taught or was it basically
the same?

Rays Reading, writing, arithmetic,

Bthel: Kansas nistory, asriculiure.

Fay: Not so mueh agriculture,

Fthel: We had a book that was Hansas Agriceulture, and one that
said Kansas History, geography book history book. We
4id not have sclence however,

Ray: Kanzas history was a reguired subject,

Bthel: Yes, it was,

Suzanne: 24d you have any special duties tnat you nad to do,

At one time they talked about students had to kesep
the fire up during the day, Did you nave to do anything
1ike that?

Bthel: The older boys were responsible for helping the teacher
with that., We had a coal stove that sat in the corner,

We also had to go to the neighbors down the road to

to carry drinking water, We had one bucket and one dipper
and when that bucket was about emply one of the older

boys would go back to the fermers house and vring another
bucket of water, We did have asslgned housekeeping
duties - sweeplng and dusting,

Ray: That was some of the punishmenlt -~ sweeping and dusting.

{lay also talked about the achool having its own pump and
that there was one bucket and one dipper)

Zuganne: What are some special things you remember zbout your

teachers?

Ray: There isn't anything speclal I remember, Probably the

thing that sticks in my mind is that the teacher was always
right, You were sent to school and under the full authority
of the teacher and she was right, You feared the iteacher,
Hot that they were bad people bui they were feared,

Bthel: Alot of that came from homs, You were told to do what
the teacher says or else, I remember T 1lked mine very
much, Arnd especlially one of the them was very musically
and in the winter time instead of going outside to play
#e would stay in to sing during recess and noon., I really
enjoyed ithat,

Suzanne: You could say that was ons of the fun things you goi to do?

BEthel: Rieht,




Ray: The fun things were the old box supper and the plays and
skits the whole school would put on before Thanksgiving and
Coristmas, We would take a week out of school and practice
thls a week before Thanksgiving and practice your skii o week
before Chrilstmas,

Supannes Are you sad to see some of these things not occuring

in the sehools today?

Bay: T don't know if I'm sad, I think maybe there could be mors
togetherness 1likes there uszed to be.

Suzammes Do you remenmber any other fun things?

Fthels It was always Tun when T was younger to have the older
ehildren play with us and leach us zames, T always eanjoyed
that belng an only child and living in the couniry and
not having any close neighbors, And they dere always
heleful in teaching the younger children to play the games,
In schocl rowadays you don't sea the elightnh graders golng
down to help the first and second graders,

Hay: There nmight have been something to this fearing the teachers,
It might have been the facit my ded was on the school board
and he didn't want his children belng the ones causing
the teacner problems,

Ethal; I do remember when I was in first gradé my teacher was paid

$26 a month,

Sugzanne: Guite a difference from even when you taughi,

Ethel: Yes

Sugzanne: And a difference from now teaching,

Ethel: No geros afiter it,

Suzanne: o you remember wheve iteachers sltayed while they were

teaching?

Zthel: They lived with families,

Bay: Usuvally with the Henry Fishers a mile and a malf from school,

Suzannes 30 you went io ihls red school house thel 1s atoul thirieen

miles norih of town,

RFays Yy dad englingersd 11, He and Freddy Hasburg and Frs, Yol

{4t this point the fape is hard to usdersiand bud Ray and
Suganne talked aboub a Mrs, love who taught there at this
time, 3Suzanne lives in £llis and teaches in Talco and
passes this school house every day, Zhe iz trying to make
Lthe connection of drs, love with some of ner students)

Suzannes udnere did you go to schoel?

Zthel: Black Jack in eastern Kansas,

Suganne: How doez it compare from when you went o school and when

you taught in the one roorm achoolhicass?

Etrels It certainly nas more comfortable becauvse whsre I taught
it was modern, We had a furnace, we had running water and
things llke that, metter schocl yard equipment, The iteachers
were better educated, The schocls were smaller, The supplies
we had were much, much betler, ¥hern I went to schocl, we
had cuwx basic beoks and workbocks and that was 1t,

Ray: {This part is hard to understand but Bay telked zbout handing

books down in the farily,)



O

Suganne: Lo you have any last stories or anything you'd 1ike to
tell us about the cre-room schoclhouse?
Bzy: {Most of this is hard to urderstand)
¥y last teacher, my last semester In elghthgrads was Wendzll
Keller,
Sugarne; That's interesting, T 4id not realize that he hed taught
school,
Rays {This wes 211 to low to urderstend)
Surganne: I want to thank you both., This bas been really lnteresting,
I zure have learned alot tonight
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