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The following is an oral history given by Frank Randel.
It i3 for partial fullfitiment of the requirements of the
course History of American Education taught by Dr. &lan
Milter, summer of 1985.

Mr. Randel, uh, where odid vou go to scheol zxnd what
vears did »ou attend there,

1 attended Diamond Ridge School, District 81, Franklin
County, Hansas +froam 1531 until 1932, | attended there eight
#ears. Liamond Ridge was one of the typical osne room
sehools of thise particular time in the state of Kapsasz. The
particular schonl was named Diamond Ridge because of iis
phrsical logation on top of a2 ridge that came to a point in
back of the bullding where a number of large draws cams
together, The school had originaily started as a one room
school in the late nineteenth century, I had uncles and
aunts that attended this particuiar school and it served jtsa
purpoce from late in the ninetesenth century until the tims
my youngest sister started to school. #And the rear she
started to school consolidation in Kanszas closed the one
room schoaols in most of Franklin county and the people sent
their chiltdren into public schoois,

However, at the time 1 started to school there were
elxty—siz students in the school. There was cne teacher., I
carn still remember there were eight students who were older
thar the teacher, That particular time we ledi for school
at eight o'clock and we arrived at school in our particular

tase xt about eight fifteen, at which time we were supposed
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to take our seats i1F we came. School took up at eight
thirty, We had recess all during the time I was there,
which wae fifteen minutes in the morning, fifteen minutes in
the aftternocon and Tunch haur, or noon, or whatever »ou want
to ¢sll it, was an hour, The particular school that we
attended no one went home at any time during the eight vears
that | attended this public schoel for lunch.

thy, during the time that ] zttended =chool we had five
teachers, Three of those teschers served during the year
that [ was in first grade. Ang the sixtr-six students
during that particular resr dropped from the sixty—sixz until
the next wezr therse were thirty-two., Fellowing this there
was a gradual dectine until the last four rvears that 1
attended school 1 was the only boy in the school. And the
last wear I attendsd there were only six students. There
were only three families represented by that time. There
were Lwo girle from one Ffamily, three giris +from another
family and mrself.

Uk, as far az the time of school or anvthing changing
the only thing that changed from the second grade through
s=ixth grade I had one teacher. &and this was the lady who
rade gut From a town approximately four and & hal+ miles
from this school with her brother who was a teacher &t the
next school north east of us. #And, from our school to that
school was three miles. And be would let his sister out, go

on to his school and pickK her up on the way home. [+ there
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happerned to be real bad weather or storm or something of
this nature they both would stay in the arez and would not
0o back to town.

Uh, the jady, her name was Julia MckFadden that taught
the zchoo! that I attended walked about a hundred rards to
the closest house and would stay there i+ she didan ¢ o back
home, to actually her parents home in the ¢close Dy town.

Her brother starved at z family by the name of Dillon who
lived approximately a hundred vards from where the school
was Situated that he taught in.

ét that particular time in our county »ou could go to
another school approximately from three to five miles was
the Furthest distance to any school in any direction and
these were all one room country scheols, In that particular
area of Frankltin Zounty, Kansas at that fime there was slso
a township high school, one of the few that criginated in
the s=tate of Kansas., And this particular township did not
have & town or Filling station or anvitbing slse situatsd in
the township nor does it have todar.

The school under the first three teachers that I
mentioned was rather debatable hut 1 can comprehend now. 1
coultdn’t at that time of course, but I do rnow. The +irst
teacher that started the year was a young girl that had Just
graduated from high school,. gone to the county
superintendent during the szummer and taken normal schoaol

training and came out as & teacher. SBhe had had sufficient
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grades on her test zcores that she was qualified as a
teacher in the state of Kanszs,

and, wiith the number of students that she had, and
particularly the omes that were oider than she was,
cantiderably, we had severzl people who wers guile unhappyr
with what took pliace and ithe whole issye of the JTady leaving
i still wery clear in my mind., EShe attended one of the
honky tonk dances, uh, in one of the rough communities that
we had, and we had severxl of them., Thie particular dance
wasn“t even in & town. It was out in the country where i+
the sherift raided it why the bootlegger and sverrybody else
could head for the hille and ther couldn’t go xld
directions. And there was oniy one road to the honky taonk
and there were so many boultders and rocks approaching the
place to get off the road would be a disaster, And {f they
had Yights on everrbodyr saw them coming and the particular
building had the sides that would Jjust fold down and they
scattered like a covy of quail. And conseqguently one of the
gatrone attended the dance and the, the wyoung teacher was
there and not only was she attending the dance of this
caliber but she was also seen to smoke a cigarette., #&And,
uhy needless fto say she didn’t show up Mornday morning. That
was the end of it.

dhy the next lTady that came in and 4ol lowed was uh,
tougher thas nalls and talling about discipline or anything

that took place during the time that 1 was in school and
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with all the sztudents and what have »ou there, this waz the
only student that we had that got a spanking. #And one roung
tady got a spanking wham, bam the firat day that the teacher
waE in, the war began and she did not lsgave guite as
reacdily., The firet teacher 1=+t in the month of Gctober,
the second one fought the battle until the Chrisimas
holidars and, wh, &t the Christmas holidavse zhe had had
enough of one particular parishoners or patrong, i ¥ou
will, of the digtrict and, uh, the garticular partron
happened to be the wife of a board member. My father
happened to he & bosrd member and there was many mornings
that ,uh, we had Finished doing our chores and were in at
the table amd uh, wWhen a2 particular car was zeen showing up
we were tolid to hurey and get clizaned up and lteave for
sehoel whether we’d satern or whether we hadn't., In other
words the war path was on and the 1ady was demanding that
the tescher be fired was what 1t amounted to. and, uh, I
can sven remember some of the choice comments that her
husband made to my father one morning down at the barn,

Ande uh, wou Know he said, "I don'ft reslly know what we're
going to do sbout this Les, but, my wife is Jjust making Vife
miserable.,” He, he used a little stronger lanauage than
that and ah, some better adjectives o describe his wife and
vthat have you, "but there i no way that & she is gonna run
aff Mige Hale, Miss Hale is tougher than the iz znd she is

going to ms¥e ocur lives, quoie, i+ we don’'t do something
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about ft." lWell, Miss Hals Finally had enough of the 1adr
that the board did not terminate her, but a2t Christmzazs time
she said good-bre 1°m going to do something else and she
did.

th, the remainder of that year wsxe taught by a lady who
had been dismissed from fteaching school before because she
puiled the horrible sin of getting married. #And, uh, s0
that was the first time and as 2 matter of fact the ocne of
the first times that this school! district kad had a Mrs.

“And zo we had a tady by the name of Mue. Mra, MNue Finished
that first particular vear of school, She had a family, zhe
tived some distance away. @A big distance then,
approximately fitteen mites., And, she did drive Dack and
forth to school she did net live in the community, but we
gdid have school the rect of the year.

There were encugh pecple as I say deparited from that
particular school digtrict the rest of that rear that the
next year the enrollment wase sbout half and ther hired Miszs
McFadden., Miss McFadden had school for the next five vears,
And we had school on a very regular basis. Miss McFadden's
pet subject happened to be math, uh, her subject that she
put off till the very last as I look back through the ages
wazs z2pelling., AIl that shows very strongly in my
preparation asnd background as [ went on with school. We
aleso did all Kinds of tittle orxl games snd exercises and

what have »ou when she First came because she had somecne
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from all eight grades. And, history, geography if you will,
reading, math, and writing were gvery day subjects.

Speliing was the last thing of the dary if she got arcound to
ity uh, certain dayrs of the week for certain clasees. The
oniy time 1 was ever really in serious trouble in school was
with Miss MoFadden and that was when we had a young lTady who
had been in the eighth grade for about the third rear. and,
uh, by that time [ probably should have Known beltier, 1 was
probatly in the fourth or fifth grade. But, I pulleg the
horribkle &in of laughing out loud at some of the idigtic
answers she was giving to guestions that uoh, at thst time
were oiven orally and rou were ssked to recite. In this
particular case we happened o be dealing with geography and
we not only dealing with geography but we were dealing
strictly with local geography. We weren”t only Jjust with
Kansas we were right down to our own back yard., #And, uh, at
this particular stags in the young lady’s Tife, which I can
still remember, she had no idea @f any of the concepts of
what county she lived in, what township she jived in, what
the local rivers were or anvthing else, »ou Know, just
simple things that went and 1 pulled the unpardonable sin of
bos-booing., I can, I can even remember what the penalty for
that was, The penaliy was, hurrah I got foc clean out the
stove and =pread ths ashes and carry in coal for the rest of
the »sar, It wasn’'t for the rest of the week, or for the

month or anrthing, it happened to be for the rest of the
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vear . @And, vh, at first that was a8 big punishment then
later on we had a »oung gentleman who was emplored to do
that and when it got down o the Fact that [ was the only
bor jeft in schonl it was my responsibility, guote, for the
remaitnder of my time in elementsry schoal,

During the littls bwesiness of our time in scheol, the
idea of this particularly one room school and all of the one
room schoals around us were they were not just schools but
they were also community centers. School wae used on &
regular basie $or what the particularlary called community
meetings. #fAnd, this was not just a parent-tescher type
thing this was the entire community and there wers those
penple in the community who had never had children, or never
had chitdren in the school, who were very active and came.
And &t certalin timee the responsibility of the students and
the teachere to provide entertainment at these programs.
Certain times they, uh, took care of community buszsiness and
there was other times that the adults of the community, uh,
performed programs. One of the things that [ can remember
particuiarly during the, this particular time, the schools
zs close as ther were, there would be groups of adults who
would get together and, uh, Qo into three act play
production. And, i+ they had 2 play that was, uh,
particularly successful well then ther would trade around
with their pneighboring schools., And in our particular cCase

the szchools that they invariably traded around with was very
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cloge by, Fairview was the First close school on the
northeast, the first one southeast was Qakland, uh, the
first one northwest was Dean, the ons directly north was
Cargee, uh, the one southwest of them was north Pomona, ubg
they also coantinued for some rezason or other to associate
during the time I was in school with a school by the name of
Ruck Creek, #And that’'s wherse the Mrs. MNue came +rom and
when she le+t Diamond Ridge after finishing out the first
rear went back and her Tocsl schoal hired her hack as
teacher in that school. 1 assume the tady must have been
sufficiently strang ae & person in our school that the the
tocal people continued to trade, iF you will, plars. In
other words Diamond Ridge acdults would take & play to Rock
Creek and Rock Creek would come back with & program at these
various community meetings. Most of these programs during
the time I was in school any number of these people walked
¥rom their home to the other sthools, They, they, did not
have car, In our particular case we happened to have a car
but my family alwaye walkKed to the variocus piates they went
to put on these plare. #And, uh, my father was invariably
the type of charatter that i+ they had 5= plar he was
invalewed., So constantly this became a form of family, i+
vou will, and community entertainment and participation.
Farely could they get my mother involwed in a play, in zome
cages they did, but i+ they had one my father was involued.

Mg, uh, so we wandered from these schools.
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I don’t kKnow how it started from there, but once Julia
McFadden became cur teacher thepn we also started having
trades with these schools and we would have what they
considered academic contests. I+ »ou will, back to the oid
zspelling matches, gecography matches, arithmetic matches and
what betwesn the schoole. We would go to Fairview, for
example and the students from one schonl was lined up on one
side of the room and the anes from the other on the other
and you had spell downs or speiling bees. We also had
arithmetic matches, we also had geography matches of the
same tvpe of thing. 1t even got to the place that they got
carried away that we woyuld diagram sentences and, uh, it
become the little ditty of who could make the prettiest
Vittle marks on the board and who could do it the fastest,
And 1F »ou did why rou woan and the other person sat down,
Or, if vou had too many participating in & grade why they
would start ryou thres or four ¥ they had sonough blackboard
space, And, uh, this would be something that would be a
special occassion. And again thesge schools were cloze
enough, and money, I assume, was scarce encugh that i+ we
went ta Fairview the =school walied to Fairuisw., be were
rever in the situation that we had a cripple or anvthing
that couldn’t make the walk., &= I+ they came to our school
it owas the same way. There waz only one schoo! of this
whole group that anyone brought them. &nd, we had a old

bachelaor in the azrea who I later found out that +tor ryears
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and rears and years, uh, h&ad served on the high school board
of the area and was responcsible to a certain extent for the

high school being ...

(Please turn the fape aver?

to & certain extent was probably responsible for the high
school being rebuilt atter ther had a fire that destroved
the firgt frame high school built in the ares. #&nd he had &
old farm truck that he would bring the studente down from
the schoo! in their area on occasion to participate with
gome of the oiher schools when we had some of these great
things such as the zpelling bee, the srithmetic matches, the
gecgraphy matches. #&nd, on occasion they would come sven
when plavse were being given., He was the tyope of individual
that would bring the students down i+ cne of the schools was
coming sax to our school to give a, their three act play and
supposedly this was good, Well, the number of students
would be invaluved 1Tike from their school was say eight,
nine, ten students. it was never a wvery particular big
schoo]l but he was the type of individual who that was very
active with this sort of activity the, uh, thing was that
the man did the same thing with the high school and with
sctivities at the high school bhecause he was the trpe that
tf they had music or drams or anrithing of this nature he was
very supportive and very strong. 1 found out later on in

lite that he was not very stong orn this thoughte of
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athletics and that but things that he Felt were academic
and, ul, what was important why he contributed to. As 3
little side Tight, the man was a bachelior alil his life and
upon hise death he had acguired considerable holdings, quote,
as of that time, which he did give to one of the church
rejated collesgee in the state of Kansas. and, uvh, s0 from
his viewpoint he had a very definite view of what was
impartant in education.

THis wase one of the things that 1 suppose 5= many
people tell of horror stories of one room schools,. é&nd, 1
can ¢eg how they started from my first wvear in school. aAnd
the number of teachers and the turnover we had the
particular teacher we had then for the next five years was
very dedicated to education and the idea of, that everrone
should ke ecucated, bows, girls and as I Knew her through
the remainder of her Jife this was what she dedicated her
tife too. So, I wzas very fortunate in the type of teacher
that this particular lady was, iUm, she lteft teaching at the
time ghe did to get married and to ralse & family, Which
she did.

The teacher that Followed Ber had far more formal
training as & tsacher. &g a matter of fact she had & degree
where Mise McFaddern did not have a degree. She later
acquired a degree when her children were older. And, went
on and taught school again, But the twacher that 1 had my

Jast twoe vears in school was really at the particular time
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probably more interested in anything than she realily was in
teaching school, But, she was a school teacher of the time.

Uh, probably as ftar zs saring what did rou do o
teachers ar what dide't you. 1 probably, uh, contributed io
probably mare gray hairs in a Tadyr s head than anrthing
else, MNothing to do with school because what we had to do
in srhool was pot that difficuit but the Ffact that at noon
hours and recess by this time in my 1ife I was the oniy boy
and sa I went out and bounced a basketball in the mud or on
the side of the schoolhouse and the combinstion of two wase
something that drove the poor lady up her wig but, uh, the
anly thing a&s far as any punishment or anrthing else that
didn t takKe place I would have to wash the side of the
schoolhouse i F therse was ever a muddy mark. So if I got in
trouble with any of the girls in school why 11 was real
gimpie. They bounced the ball in the mud and whop it up
apainst the side of the zchoolhpuse and guess who got to
wash it off% You Kpnow, I mean this was fun and games. 3So
when »ou talk about what you did in school and what r#ou
remember thiz, uh, was one of the things that lead to, uh, 1
=d:::n‘*i: Knoa | suppose vou would say & JTot of friendly
arqguing, uh, with mrself and what student, other students
there were the last few years [ was in school.

The, uh, general trend of this particular school though
while I was in it and the students that were there we all

walked to school except one family. The, the Tady that
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wanted the teacher fired so badly the first year thsx
brought their girls to school. #And, uh, ¥ 1t was nice
wegather the girle would walk home, I+ it was bad weather
why they was to stay until daddy came and got them. &h,
there were times that, ah, daddyr didn’t get around ifc come
and getting them when he should. This was one of the little
ha, Ra’'s of the siudents in school because daddy probably
had a snoot full down at the Yocal bootleggers s what it
amounted to, And, uh, didnt get arcound to it, The, the
little thing at the time we, we Knew what condition daddy
wWas ifi, the students at the school did, but we didnt really
understand why., @&h, most of us were simplistic enough that
we fust thought that the man had Fire for his chickens all
sear round, @At that particular time we did not realize that
that smoke coming out of the chimlerisicl) out in the
chickenhouse was actually the workings of & local still.
But, never the lezs that was what took place at that
particutar time,

And, the fartherest that anyone came to our particutar
school walking was Roundtres family and ther lived Jjust
aimoet thres miles from school, We did not have the little
business of the people who talk about I walked ten miles to
school or anvithing elee. We Zid not., It was not that
distance, #And, uh, the north wind could be a8 Tittle biting
whern »ou walked into it. Wh, I, ! really don’t remember

anvtime #From the time 1 went to school that any family» that
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Jived west of this school that anyone brought their children
to school or came and got them. The particular school was
setting in the micdle of the mite line at the half mile
Tine. &And, uh, during the ltater wears ! was in schoogl, this
particular school was adiacent to my family s place and I
coutd run s trap Tine and go to school. The thing that |
could really cause & great deal of troubls with was make the
Tittle action of picking up & eKunk or givit cat or
gomething of that asture and then going on to school.
However, I7ve heard of all the people who were sent home or
thie that and the other for doing that. [ never was, thew
made fun oFf me, but nobody sver booted me cul and said | had
to go home, »ou Know. Uk, it wae just one of those things,
The general text of schools any teachers we had were,
that they were that they did have a grezat deal of rule and
regulation under direction of county superintendentes io
follow., And, conscequently whenever the county
superintendent was coming vigiting, and this, thiz was the
thing that alwars rather myetified me &t the time. There
wereg no suprise visits +rom the county superintendent in the
fact that we were told a3 week or two in advance that the
county superintendent would be there, We didn’t Enow what
dar, and 1 later Kind of suspicioned that the teachers
probably uged this a2 a little lever to make certain that ah
vou were very well prepared. @and of course the, i+ anyone

boo-boned the day that the county superintendent was there
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YOuU Wers in sericue trouble not only with the teacher and,
but from the recst of the students. But that szerious trouble
Wag marg 2 matiter being cusiracized in that thers was any
type of punishment or anwihing of thig naiure but 11 was
Just something that »ou didn’t do. When, ah, when the
county superintendent came sverybody was to be on their bsst
behavieor. fMAnd, o matter what sobject or anrthing to be
taken up why »ou were supposed to do well. With Tooking
back, I can very clearly remember that i+ any siudent was
gquizzed or guestioned or whatever you want to call it for
the gquote, "benetit of the good county superintendent”, that
they wers probably quizzed in an area that they were well
prepared, Thesre just, thers just weren’'t any boo-boos. Ah,
there mar» be oh zome little form of spelling bit or the
recitation of important posms or items that we were o
memor ize and guote from memory and what have »you but if we
were agked to gquote something or to give ocur 1ittle poem or
reading vou'd better believe it was something that we had
alresdy mastered and given, Thesre were no suprises. In
gther words we did not come up and be dumped with something
that was completely foreign or peocple were not embarrassed
or anything of that nature.

Ah, B0 Far as the school =it the fime that ] attended
school we had sight months of school. Our school started
the day after Jabor day i) the time 1 attended grade

school,. The school alwayvs started the day after labor day.
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I really didn t Know what labor day was, other than the next
day »ou went to school, e would get out of school sometime
in égpril. Rarely did we not have school. A a matter of
fact the buginess of schopl being postponed, I don’t, I
don’t remember there ever being such & word when I attended
grade school, or bhigh school. I+ it happened T just, I just
don”t remember it., I do not remember us having a teacher
that didn’t get there, zh, if »ou wment to school and the
teacher wasn’t there, Stellsa Hughes wss there, In this
particular case Stella Hughes was the neighbor lady that
fived scross the first draw. From her hougse to the school
house was probably abeout & bhundred wvards., And 1f »ou couid
get to school Stella Hughes was there and she was thers
until the day waszs over or the teacher showed up. But I
don’f Know who made that arrangement. [ have no ides how it
happened, [ don't Know whether thes school! board did, the
teacher did ar what have you. But, during my »ears in
school 1 assume Stellas Hughes was probably on the average of
ance, twice at the most 3 vear during the particular wears
but she was alwawrs the lady that was there. She also was, a
littie side line, was the lady that during mr particular
time was called if there was z baby in anrbodyr s household,
Either she functioned as the midwife while the child was

del ivered or at least the nrursemaid after the child was
delivered by the local doctor. Her husband, as a little

tidbit of nostalgia go with it, was the local self
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proclaimed veterinarian, I+ anrbody had a sick horse why
vou called for her huskand, i+ somebody was sick rou called
for her. If somebody didn’t Enow what the treatment wes why
I don't Know whether she wass suppoged to have s bag of
witch’s brew or what her particylar experties was byt szhe
was Jjust the lady who took care of all those Tittle
problems,

The particultar people had had a family. 1 perscnally
only Knew the roungest one and she was one of the 2ighth
arade students the wear 1 was a {freshman in school.

Hetwever, apparentliy she hadnt been the whipprest of
gtudents, and she really didn't live far enough zwar there
was no reason that she couldn’t attend school. éAnd as 1
have ogotten to Know the tady later in my 1ife she was
apparentliy very capable, but she was one of the sighth
araders who was oider than the teacher. Ehe was an eighth
gracder who was already twentr—-oane. #And about haltd way
through that particular first rear of school ghe wae one of
several who got married. @And, 1 doen’t Know whether she ever
finished the eighth grade or anything of thie nature. I
have no idea whether she did or not. But at least her
parents, and again she was the youngest of seweral children,
but her parents were the type that the, as 1 say, one was
the Toesl micdwife [ guess you would si», and the other was
the local midwife for pigs, cows and horses and what have

QL.
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But, as far as anrthing else going wrong at school. I+
the well didn’t work, for example, the man that I just
mentioned, his name happened to be Frank Mughes was the man
who came over and took care of the well., I+, &bk, the
general condition of the school ground wss such that the
znakes could hide without being seen he was the man that
came with his horsses and mowing machine and mowed the school
grounds and the then he turned around and put the school
ground hay or what sver »ou want o call it for Just that,
far hay for bis catile. And, on occcasion why we would Qet
in trouble by taking zome of his hay before he hkad it put
up, and take it out and stuyff it in the rock walls., HNow the
rock waxils that I have redference to here is rock fences
which was common in the coumnmtry which I grew up. #And, iFf
F»OU grew up in that particular country oo knew with grass
bBeing stuffed in rock fengeg that meant that there were
sKunlks there, #And, as far as [ Know, they were the onlyw
animal with did that. Bout, i+ wou grew up in that arezx and
wou s=mw ah, hBay or grass or what ever you want to call it,
stuffed in rock cracks skunks would do that., énd the only
thing that we did this for was because we put the tocal man
up the wall because he detested skunkse. [ don't Know what
they were supposed to do to him or anwthing eise, but i we
would stuff some grass and do & good enough job he wasn’t
concerned with the loss of the hay but he would be down

tearing down his rock fences trying to find the skKunks.
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Aazh, T don’t Know, marbe, maybe he wanted the skunks, mavhe
he wasn’t mad at the sKunks, marbe he wanted them, I don’t
Krow, But, we could surs get a 1ot of excitement going by
stuffing grass in rocke., Well, about the time he besgan io
tind some stuffed in that had sticks that somebody bad used
to stuts it in with and then hadn't removed the sticks why
ah, that‘ s when we got in trouble. Ah, we had been stut+ing
grazss in his rock walls again, But this was an activity
that would, did not taks place on school time, but would
take place on our times or on weel ends, but was d%?éct?y
related to school enough 50 that we would be reprimanded $for
ity but again the reprimanding az far as punishment or what
have »ou would amount to anyithing. Would ke that we would
e ¥ept aftter school for an exiras hatf hour, or hour, or
what guer 1t was and given some horrendous task to do such
S MEmOrize a poem or memorize words or write something so
many times which normally amounted to hundreds of times and
that sort of thing., fphone rings...pause’

Mg far as the school as & whole that | attended as a
one room country school, ah, during the nineteen thirties,
irr Franklin County, Kansas, the school axz far as @ Kroe did
not change from the time it was buili uniil the time i1 was
gventuslly torn down. Aand during the particular time [
attended school it was the one room country school, it was =
frame building. The hsating was & large stove that would

burn wood or coal. To burp wood in it it was virtually
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impossible to heat the room. And, of course on very cold
darse it was virtually impossible to heat the room period.
Thers were windows in this particutar building on the west
and o the ezst, The north was solid wall, completelr
covered with chalk board. There was altso a stage at the
north end where this chalk board. There was & heawvy wirs
gtrung from high on the walls fromm which curtaing hanged
that could be moved out to create the appearance of a
theater stage or could be moved backK. During schoal time
the teacher s desk, at least the eight »ears I attendsd, set
on this raized platform or guote "stage”, from which the
teacher coultd Took back over and apparently had an advantage
of seeing over the entire school room, The particular

Euilding had the chimlexisicl in the middle of ...

{Pleasge switch to the other tsped
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The chimley in the bazck of the room, which actusally was on
the south wall of the classroom, was at the division line

e tween the clzxssroom and the cleakroom. The cloakroom was
A% stated, & place where coats, lunch pails were Jeftf,

There were two doors going in the cloakroom in the
classrcom. The one on the as »ou came in the building on
the right, or the ea=zt, behind this door and along the wall
and what have »ou was hooks, places that girls hung their
coates. On the west behind that door were rows of hookKe that
twsws hung their coats. There were many, many cubicles
(clears throatr on the lower part and on the very south wall
as you came in. These cubicles was where you were to put
»our lunch pajls or overshoese or anything of that nature, iF
vou happened to be one who wore overshoes,

The north wall of this clioakroom, which would be the
backside where the chimlexizicl was, was & table there. On
this table were containers that water was stored in.  RHod,
by, while | was in school, ah, crock water container was
cbhtained that there wase a 1ittle push button on that »ou
could et water ocut and get it i your cup, if vou had a
cup. Frior to this time it had Jjust peen & wash pail,. 1
sssume zomeone had decided that this was, uh, not & very
good health practice and probably how disesse spresd znd
biah, biah, So the water pail and the water dipper went.
th, the crock jar with the pugh button spigot came into

voogue . OFf course the push button spigot salwars dripped and
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20 thers had to be some Kind of a bucket or zomething under
ity And i+ someons was foolish snough to leave water in it
during the late afternoon and there was more water in the
crock than the bucket would hold and it leaked too much cuer
the weekend or the night or what have r»ou well thers was
=til) wet floors or if someone was foolish encugh to jet
Teave water in it on a tong weekKend it was going to freeze
and that wasg not uncommorn.

The front of the building {clears throat) or ths scuth
side from the time I attended, and I don't Kneow whether the
building was half way wealthy or poverty siricken or what,
But anyway there was the sidewalk that came up. There were
twe humongous hedge posts on either side of this sidewalk
and then there were smaller ones in the middle and the
obiect of thess were they were spaced close enwcugh fogether
that a horze or 3 cow could not walk through them,
Supposedly human beings could. However, I can remember
there were times that we had community get togethers zand
what have rou, particularly due to one famil» that there
happened to be particularly ltarge people, and 1 do mean
large people. #h, the gate to the school ward was for soms
reason alwareg open otherwise it never was., And as near as I
Krow why that was for the Bowman familry to entesr throuagh
because it would have been rather difficult for them to get
between the, the posts in the sidewall that came into the

front of the bhuilding. And, in regards to when 1 sary they
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were large people, ves ther were, Valentine Bowman, ub, the
man in question weighed over four hundred and fifty pounds.
g, uh, ot only did he weigh over Ffour hundred and fifiy
pounds but one of the first things I remembesr about him |
can remember struggling with a hale of hay and I really
warn't big enough to do anything with a bales ef har, and
this gentleman pitched bales of hay into kis hay toft with &
pitch fork that he had put on a pipe handlie. And, uhl, the
same thing was true if somebody, »ou Kntw, wanted to butcher
anything of that nature why »ou would get Valentine Bowman.
éand i f there was any guestion he would just turn them over
himself. 0Or, ther were going to be dehorning some old cows
or something of that nature that there might be & contest of
strength because people didn’t have the modern sgueeze
chutes and what have rou, why rou alwars had Valenting
Bowman, And, cocne problem he may» break the neck on the
particular prize cow or something, but othsr than that whyr
he was someboddy to have arcund. Uh, zs far as the rest of
the phrysical condition or anything of the school, the schood
was situated on approximately two acres. And, ubl, which is
Targer fry to compare somebody doesn’t a city block., As s
maiter of ¥act it would have been, It was lesz Than two Citr
blacks, It was bigger than & ity block. On the particuliar
premiee was a water well. There was a coal house, or coal
and kKindling shed not too far from the school, There was a

horse barn out i1n the far corper =l though during ail the
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time that [ attended school! there we had a3 gentleman who
zlware brought hay for hie horee, put in ane part of the
barn because his children were going to ride s horse that
vesr, but I do not ever remember there being & horse in the
horse barn during the eight wears I attended the school.
There were zlge two so called ocuthouses. Those, i+ »ou
will, were the restrooms of the dar. The girl s was in the
northeast corner of the property and the boys’ were in the
frorthwest corner of the propéerty. Ak, I heard of the
ztories of the people who did come to school with horses in
a eartier day and, uvh, put & rops around the cuthouse. And
I do remember this, the doors on them opened out and of
course the point of putting the rope arcund it was if
someboady wae ingide they were tied in., Well there’s simpler
wars than puiting & rope arcund it. Somebodr could put a
Big rock or post against it, do the same thirng. But, during
the time I was in school 1t pmever happened. &b, it was the
same thing it was with these it was with anything etse, if
they needed cleaning oput this was something that was a
community affair. Juai the zame azg when school started
svery year that was & community enterprise. kWord went cut
and people of the community showed up and cleaned the
school. The school was washed, scrubbed, cleszned and what
have you. #f&nd again, not just children that went to school,
or parents of chitdren that went to school, but the people

frem the community would show., Uh, there was a gentleman |
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do not remember ever having anrthing going on &t the school
that he did not show up. &h, he always wag there i+ there
was snvithing that went on at the school. He and his wife
were alwayrs there although they hxd no children, never did
have any children. They didn’t have any children that were
older or anvthing than [ wag, they just didn’t hawve any
children. Bui if anything happened at the school, Mr. and
Mrs., Jog Mclurdy were there. They just alwars were there.
arg, (¥ they had a rabbit drive in the communtty they were
there, if they had a school house scrubbing they attended.
Aand, I den’t know [ suppose marbe that was the reason to get
together., When people talk¥ about, (papeér rusiiing) rou
Know, what part did the community play and on down the line.
I, since 1 was in school, have seen the bwdget of that
particular school and there were years that the budget got
up to the whole great big sum of five hundred dollars. And,
I suppose that was probably fairly good. I hadn’t thought
anything about it that particular time. I am aware that
when I went on to high school that the gentleman that was
aur high school principal came in one morning and ch, he was
elated and what have »ou he had a2 brand new cae.  fAnd, he
had Jjust gotten & raise and he was going to be making
twenty-+ive dollars a week, And, um, scunded §ike an awtul
lot of money to me. | assumed i% was a fortune. But in the
process of asking I did find out that the first job he had

teaching school that he had taught for twenty—Ffive dollars &
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month, was the first job that he had teaching school. 5o
at this particular time he was qoing to make twentry—+Five
dollars a week and so conseqguently in celebration he had
thought he was af+luent also and purchased a new car.  And,
uh, went on & matter of fact to firnd out that uh, in order
o pay for ihis car he was zalsc going to have to change his
fiwing srrangement. He was going to move from where he had
been liwving wherse he was paring cuttandish rent, +five
dollars & month, and he wag going to move to a Jesser house
that he was going to rent for three dollars a2 month, And
e, when wou, when »ou compare what things are and what they
weren’ t, uh, kKinda ths way 1L goes.

iih, as far as the particular school that [ attended as
a2 one room school people talk about who hired, well there
was, the time I attended, there waz a school board. There
was a three member school board., and, the parfticular people
a2t that time that I remember this because my father was one
of these people during part of the time. Theyr had &
directar, they had a clerk and they had 3 treasurer, mh,
these people took cars of the business of school, There was
a school meeting, annual school meeting, at which time they
discussed the iggue of school. And, on those particular
dare school was dismizsed which was one day. When I was in
schaal 1L wan in Spril. And school was dismissed & half an
hour sarly because this business had to take place &t threse

thirty in the gfternoon. I have no idea why threese thirty in
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the atternoocn, why zt night it wouldn’t work or why theyr
couldn’t get some other time. But we got cut of school a
hal¥$ hour early and they had the annual schoo! mesting.
Again this was tike cleaning the school, in that particular
case all the people in the surrounding area showed up. &t
feast =zome member of the household kBasically was there. And
I'm assuming at that time as likKe later that annusl meetings
that | participated in, had anvthing to do with they talked
about the school budget, what needed to be done at the
school , whether the window needed to be 4ixed on the third
window on the sast side, or wheither they were going to paint
somebody o somepart of the school, which didn’t happen very
aften, or wheither they was going to buy s ton of coal, or
two tan of ceoal, or three tern of Ccoal or what they werse
going to do.

&, as far as them buwing anything in the way of maps
or charts or graphe, that was done rarely. Howewvsr, when I
attended school there was alwars & rack up on the wall above
the biackbosrd that had maps of the worltd., These maps of
the waorld were maps that ] ltater began to recaghize that a
the big issue was there was a map of each continent. @&h,
they were not very detailed or anrthing but as of the time
they were maps that 2 wers uzed for that purpose., There was
alzo & one chart up on the wall that as of its day was a
chart of human anatomy. Well it was a very vagde chart of

human anatomy, ah, whether the people made it didn’t Know
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anrthing more about & human being than that particular chart
portrayed, but on one chart they tried to put in all the
blood vesszels, an’ major hones, an all these were labeled
and 1t was really rather & hodge-podge but that's what was
there for =zchool.

e far as books, there was a library, it was the whole
sum of Five zhelves., Those Five shelves were sach probably
about Five foot tong., 1 still remember wvery clearly that
the botitom two were full of crud. The next one had =z set of
gncrctopedias on it., The top two had all the worldly books
that were in the school, One shelf belonged tg the school
digtrict., I since have learned to appreciate that they were
probably purchased for the sum of a doliar for the wholse
group from some other school that was clesing or something.
Aand, the last sheld was were the books came from the lending
library. In our particutltar case they came from the Carnegie
Libraray at Ottaws, Kanseas. and i+ the teacher was
particularly active why every so often why some of the books
that were there checked back in and more were put up. The
gereral use of these bookKs, as nesr as I can tell was during
the eight vears I attended school, that svery day atter
lunch szome book of least some noted impoartance, either the
teacher or szomeone slse wazs used as & reading exercise for
the first ten to fifteern minutes after school took wup atter
noote hour., 1 rather imaging now a8 1 look bsck the

particular bookes were used to try to get the Kids back in
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school without any hassle or anything eles because someone
who was & capabhle reader, either the teacher or some student
would read from this bhook for what esver pericod of time was
zet for this to be done. mnd, during the period of time
that a2 book 1 suppeose couwld be checked ocut that book would
be covered., | assume was something of the order of the
serial that was used at the sarly days of movies, you Enow,
to bring them back the next dar. You Know well what is
going to happen, oh thiszs wonderful book in our day i%
happened to be Tom Sawrver, or Black Beauty, or what sver the
buook was that was important encugh to be read. The other
item of bookKs, what ever ¥ou had, paper, pencil, Dooks,
colors, ¥ you had them you owned them., However, during the
time that I attended school I do not remember having very
many new bookes most of the time it was a usged book. There
was & place that sold texibooks in the local town and down
in Dtfawa County Beat there were severazl places, but the
books were basically traded among families within the
community, #And, if there was some particular family that
had a child older than s member of »our family and
arrangements could be made and they did mot tear the books
up or what have wou it was rather pormal that this wss the
way »ou went abhout getting books, The Merrill reading
zeries that I can =still remember was the zeries of reading
bocks that was used in this particular school af the time 1

started until ¥ ledt the school, The other hpoke that we
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had did change. I can remember arithmetic books were
changed., aAh, the spelling book, there was one spelling book
that served the entire school. It started in the first
grade znd went through clear through until you were in
gighth grade. B¢ many words per week. [ Took back and
tiink about how many worde there were during eight rears |
attended this school the, the new assignment, unless you had
words sssigned as punishment, was the whole sum of ten words
& week ., You had to take s speliing test of twenty words.
The ten $rom the week before and ten new ones. &nd as |
mentioned earlier the fteacher we had really didn’t spend
that much time with spelling. I found out early that the
simpiest way out of the punishment was fo real quickily cram
and ke able to write the twenty words correct on Monday and
then »ou didn’t have to bhother with the rest of the wsek,
Hecause, once you got them all right »ou weren’t questicned
again. Ah, 1t was simpler to do that than it was to master
words probably as they should have been mastered. &b, as
far az anvthing particular for us to do with words or
dictionaries there wasn t anything much to do because no
matter how many students there was one, big, antiguated
Webeter s Dictionary over in the corner of the room. And,
most of us weren‘t big encugh to 1ift the book so yvou stood
auver in the corner room whatever »ou needed to do 1o use it
ang the book was not most of the time ever removed from that

stand. éAnd, the encyclopedias were something #lse, ah, like



Oral History Page 32

I can remember thie, of course encyclopedias were one thing
that could not Teave the building. [ alwars wondered why,
Finally later on 1 finally dizscovered it does cost money to
replace a set of encyoclaopedias. But, in the books were what
gwer they happened fo be those ryou did not take from the
building. So conseqguently if you had any time that »ou were
free to, to ook &t books the sncycliopedias for some strange
reason was really the important thing. The other books that
were in the schocol that didn't betong fe you, »ou could

check them out, rou could take them home. The ...

{Fleace turn the tape over.?

{shuffling of paper} The cther books of course could be
checked ocut and were.

I also discovered as time went on that we probably were
very fortunate, at least in the cone room country school that
I attended durtng the tTime 1 attended i1t, that the iteachers
there apparently must have beern better than Jjust
satisfactory, that the group of studentsz that I did go o
school with basically went on to high school. #éAnd, from the
particular high school & very large percent went on to
higher education, did various things. #éah, we did discover
whern we hit high school that ab, we were abkle to takes the
courses that were offzred, There wasn't high school without

any great difficulty,
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The idea of contests, academic contests, what have you
and not really been anything great to us, but we did all
have to prepare in this one room country school to take
seventh and eighth grade examinations. These were given at
the county seat, in our particutar case in the county
caurtroom, And, the students that were in the seventh and
eighth arades went in to the county seat to the county
courtraom on Saturdar¥ and were given tests for normally
gpproximately a day. HBecause &f the number of studentis
invaived, I assume the seventh graders went in on one
SBaturday and & different Saturday wss used for the eighth
graders. (Clears throat) There were students who did not
pase tests, &nd i+ »ou did not pass the testsz, uhl, wou were
held back in school, and would have to repesat. &nd of the
students 1 attended school with there was never anvone that
I ¥now of, or recall, that did not pass the test., ble did
have at varioys times teachers that would remind us that we
were subject to take these tests and how difdicuit they
would be and 1 F we didn't study and there were times, I'm
sure, we all had our fair share of apprehension, But, never
the jess, they came and went. By the same token the same
peaple from the particular school when I got on in high
school invariably made up members of scholastic teams that
competed from our point in tri-state competitiorn and state
competition and were capabie of holding their own or doing

better than holding their own, and performing very
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satisfactorily and did go on and find success in academic
pursuitte berond that point. The ides of whether the school
or really stressed this, I don’t Know whether it was the
teacher that stressed it, (clears throat) whethser it was the
individual families that stressed i%t, but at least from the
particular community most of the students were encourxged to
oo Yo school. Az 2 matter of fact all byt opne family», that
I remember, it would have been an unpardonable sin for any
member of the family not to attend school unless ther wers
1. #And, they had to be very, very il1l., That may be one
of the things that move back to the water pail and aiso to
the businese of pepple attending school because of any
ehildhood disease came through the community sooner or later
everyone had it. Uh, alwars felt that | was discriminated
because ah, again bescause invarisbly whatever 1t was,
measlies or on down the ltine, it would rage throuagh the
school for the winter, it was alwars my good fortune to get
what ever this may bhe, for example measles, ah, the wsel
after school was ocut. Umm, never the lese thesce were things
that go through and were common.

The, uh, records this particular =chool I later found
cut were not at the school but they were either sent i+ we
went to high school or actualiy the, the record graduated
from grade school was loccated in the county supsrintendent’s
office, @As a matter of fact what few records thers were of

this school were, ¢ I found cut later, were 1 zent to the
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county superintendent’s office. [ assume that probably was
jaw. I don’t Know., But, uh, there was nothing teft at the
school. &nd the resson I found thise out it was later on a&s
the, fcoughs) the school was eventually sold after it was
ctosed, fAnd finally 1% was torn down and a man used the
school house to bBuild s garage with is what actually
eventually happened to (t, Why such records as student
records as we Know them todsy were not in this school. The
material had been turned in and was Ffiled in the county
court house. The, uh, reports that were made at that time
to go to the county courthouse each rear of Course was
records of who was in school, who snrolled, what courses
they took, of course whether they passed, ah, what grades
they had, what their attendance wag, At that particular
time, az I mentioned with tamilies, pertect attendance was a
Lig deal. That was one of the few things that swards werse
given for., Uh, as far as other trpes of awards in zchool at
that time they were fsw and far between. The particular
teschers that 1 happened to have if they were going to give
some Kind of award would be more 1ikely to give award to
somebody who read a certain perscribed number of bools which
would get them a 1ittle certificate or ah, some momentum.

As far as 1 Know there was never anrihing given in fhe
elementary school seifting that I attended one room couniry
school for anything that anvons did in athletics or anvihing

that anvone did zh, in the way of play or music or anrthing
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elze, Later in high school 1 found out that was different,
but =t least that elementary school woeuld give some tvpe of,
if you will, guote, “gold star or, ub, uh, warm fuzzy" as
our venacular later became, or something elee to the student
who read the most books or 2t least reported that they read
the most books., Or, the one that would receiuve the
recognhition would be 1ikKe af noon someone who did read well
and zo they were given the, i¥ rou will, again guots
"privilege” of reading to the school a&s a whole,

b, =0 far as attending this school is congerned. The
times I attended it school started the Tuesday after labor
day. There was the thing called teachers” meeting which
didn’t mear anvthing to me other thar the fact that we
didn’t go to schooi. Uh, Thanksgiving we didn”t go to
school. Christmas we got time off from school., I dont
remember it ever being anrxithing definite, “cept wou're
alwares off this much, but thsre wae a time we didn't go ta
school. We then went to school, in this particular school,
that was it, from Chriztmas until schonl was ocut »ou went to
egchool . Ak, there was no such thing as chservation of any
day that got vou out of schoo) I4 there was 3 day to be
observed whether 1+t be in the fall, spring, or what have
you, it owas observed with some Kind of recognition at
schanl, For example, Veteran s Day thers was some type of
program what Yeteran's Day was, why Veteran’'s Day but |t

didn’t mean you gat of school., Yalentine's Day, res, that
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was something (¥ there were little posters and 1ittle
drawings and things all over school, but you didn't get out
of school. The same way there was &l Kinds of punkinsisicl
angd witches and what have »ou teo be drawn and put on the
school house windows +or Halloween, but »ou had school. Now
the community may have some specixl program at night, but as
far as the school was concerned, no. @b, when, when they
did have these programs at night they had very ftascinating
Tights that wae brought out of someplace. 1 doen’t Mnow
wherse they stared, but they were as I pow Know two gasoline
tanterns, the Coleman twype lanterns and oeople pumped up
with gasoline inm them and pumped them up and 1it them. The
gnly thing was I don, I don‘i rem, personally remember ever
fraving a evening program that guote "the two" lanterns that
were the school digstrict property both of them work at the
same time. There was normailiy some aduit in the community
outside trying to get the lantern g work, 1t was ieaking
gas and the gascoline and ther thought it wae going to burn
the building down. Dr, somebody had just ah, bumped the
mantle, or the miller had Jjust, ah, fiuttered in ths 1amp
and as he got his hide Fried Olyde why he took the mantie
with him. #And, so that was Jjust Kind of a routine and so
there were some old Kerosene lamps that bung in brackets by
the windows, &= 1 recail every other windalsicl had a
bracket on it in which there was a2 Kerosene lamp. kWell,

I7ve alweays seen these but I persocnally newer say» anrbodr
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light “em and put “em back on the brackKet. They would go
start robbing the brackets to try to get 2 lamp that “od
tight and then that was a contest to see i+ they could +ind
the lamp that had any Keroeserne in it. 14 theyr did find one
it was easy to light, but, uh, ¥ou had to relight the match
to be sure the lamp was 1it. But, that wag no different
than anyplace else.

&g far as electricity, no there was no electricity,. fAs
& matter of fact, there was no electricity throughout that
commun ity until after World War 11, Which was a good decade
later than time I°'m talking about school,

The, uh,; school as 2 whole <rustling papers? was
construycted for the community and at that particular time In
that particular area. | can remember when 1 started to
school that the section right east of where this particular
srhool house was situated was divided in such small areas of
around that there were eight families living on that
section. The section right south of that particuiar school
was divided up such that there were six families living in
that section., Ak, the section that the school was in was
contiguous with twe other sections s0 there wers three
gsections that wag not divided by roads. In that particutar
area &t one time there had been seven families, but the tims
1 was in school and by the fTime I could remember thait seven
famities had dwindled down too four., By the time they got

around to closing that particutar school, this, this iz what
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happened to any number of the echools, that had dwindled
down that there were only two families left living there,
A, I am well snough acquainted with the area yet to this
day that ah, ths section to the vast of it that had so many
families on it today hase one family left., The one scutlh
that had six families on it today has one family Jeft on it,
S congequently the purpose of the one room schoot was 1o
have a school constructed close encugh that students could
walk to echool and get an education at a time that was
important, Ah, we did not have what whould be called shars
croppers or ahrithing., We did have in this =chool district
cne hill that had very poor soft coal in it. be would have
families move in that weould come in and was going to mine
coal im the rmal mines. The, ub, general run of the miil
was that, ah, those familties did not stay very long because
the core, coal was so poor that, ah, it was impossible for
“em to dig enough coal out to sustain x family., They had,
they had come into the area to do that and as far as the
school was concerned any, &ny of the rest of it at least
while I attended school there all aof the families were farm
families, 1% wasn’t the case of one working in town and
soamebody 1iving there or this, it just wasn't. They lived
in the area, they lived on one of the pieces of ground and
they were the farm familx». And, uh, so consequently as +ar
a2 the students being different or the =zame or xlike,

Gasically we were out of the same melting pot. There were
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rio blacks, or thers were no orientals, or anrthing else.
Basically ittt was white, anglo, saxon, &h, as far as church
in the particular school district there was not a church
common to this school disirict, there was not even that
comnonality., Really the anly common denominator was that
the people that were there were farm familigzs and theyr
attended that school and that was there communi bty head

quartsrs. And, it wa

3

used a5 such. This was the plsace
that, ah, when something went on in the community it went on
at wour schoolhouse.

The, ah, chilgren attended =schonl, the girls wore
dresses that were made out of feed sacks. The bors wore bib
oversils, I+ snybody had come to school dressed any other
way why nobody would have Known how to react. #As far as the
time that I went to school, at least to elementary school,
had never gesn quote, "a female in =lacks"., 1 didn’t Know
there was szuch a thing as sacks, 1 had =een women in
overalls, ah, If g0 theyr were probably out with the famiiy
shucking corn., #h, otherwise *his was not the case. and,
ah, as far as seeing any school boy at a school function in
a guit I never saw that in my life, &h, later in hiah
school ves, but elementary schopl, no. The same thing was
true with the idea or concept that you came to school with
drezs shoes or anything, no. and, this, this was & problism

i th one Family we had in my early daveg in sechool because

they didn’t live far enough from the scheool to, uh, separale
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themselyes from the pig pen and the schoolhousse and they
wore the same shoes in the pig pen they wore to school.

Arnd, vh, if ¥you're acquainted with this why »pu =still
remember the aroms that came from pig pens, that's decidedly
different from cow pens, but never the less it was there,

The, uh, general need of people being in & school as
far that particular community even at that time [ do not
remember that echool ever having a drop ocut. Now we had
people move gway and whether they discontinued school after
that or not 1 don’t Know, but the situdents that lived in
that communitsy, and it was a small encugh community, if they
Tived there and they weres guote, "school age®, or had not
+intshed grade school then sometime during the »ear they did
attend school. We did have two familisse that, ub, kKept
children on occasion to work, The rest of the families did
not do so.  And the children did attend school. The, uh,
norm I assume of the community was that that was the thing
to do so conceguently that’s what people did do.

(Rustling noised 1 assume in summing up that whether
one room country schoole are good, bad or indifferent | do
not Know, but one thing ! do recall and 1 do remember. The
legsons wers realiy quite small when you stop and think
about it. But, in the particular school that I attsnded
with the repetition that rou sat through s=ight rvears of
peopls having class, having classroom recitation, having

covered, having discussed what 1ittle science we had, which
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was meager, the geograph, the math, the number of spelling
contests, spelling bees, the importance placed on reading
and 1 assume I was fortunate I was in a schopl this was
stressed, The tems were repeated each cliass. In other
words by the time 1 had gone through eight grades zt Diamond
Ridge grade school I had gore through the Fifth grade
assignment in arithmetic eight times. I had gone through
the eighth grade assighnment in arithmetic eight times., And,
uh, (pause’ whether that would be boring or net at lsast it
was repeated often enouwgh that unless »ou were a complets

dullard and had your ears plugged, ah, ...

(Mot exactly a dramatic ending, but an ending.....’
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