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HISTORY OF AMERTCAN EDUCAT ION
Requinement fon the Stone Schoolhouse Progect
by Steve Moldach

Gueat Speaken: Mra. Wagnen, faom Cimazron, Kansaas



S

We:

th B Ln | (s

What yearns did you Lteach?
J taughit in 33 and 340
What was the pay when you started teaching?

My Linst yearn 7 got 355.00 a month, and ten of that 7 had
to pay 4o anothen feachen who had a can and taught at the
next schood south.  So T rneally goi $45.00.

Wan thaet alot vf pay in Zthose dayga?
7t waa depression day, iif was good poys
How did you atari out youa day?

Woldd we had the prayen and we had flug scdute. J don't think
we evea had ahow and tell, We wene busy, we didn't have

time for add thait, But we aldways had the flag salute and

@ pragens

Oid you have it outside, the flag salute-oa inside?
No, insdide.
What subjects did you aiart the day off wiih’?

7 don't zememben. J had ald eighi gradea and 7 suppose (&
waa zeading. 7 hnow thails whail youn suppose 2o atarit off wiih.

Youw atarnted off with aeligion each day? 7 mean aeading?
Reading.

Did you ever have any zedigion?

Noy

Fi& waan 't aillowed?

7 had-Well nobody even scid angthing abouit L&, 7 didn't know
enough to think about L& anyways. 7 had some Mennonite khidas,
you know, and my diitde finat grader wea a litile Mennoniie

rRid, and he died the finast-dusing that fizat yeaa. J don'i
krow what was the matien with him, buit angway, 7 #old aomebody,
we wene talking ebout you coming up, and 7 said-7 shouldn't aay
Lhid, but it was probably the best thing for the Rid and me *oou.
7 kaow he waasn't leaning anything. Finsit grader, {lLaughtenl

flow did they pay you?

Just eveay monith,

Just eveny monith?

Check.

They guave you « check?

Chaecks Hea,

G, K., Did you ever have fo meet widh the schood boaad?
Mo
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Not even when you took the job?

Wedld, when 7 took Zhe job 7 had to go and see each one cf them,
and inteaview them and go around o their faam and inteaview
them and thern They nevea italked o me aftfern that. Until 7 got
ready to quit and they wanied me to stay on. They uwude to come
to ald of my schood parties. HYou khnow you had pariies all the
time. Box suppers and things likhe thait., And Fhey'd all come
and they'd have-they juast loved (&! They wene nice. And

then 7 knew them after 7 got masnied and guiit Zeaching-you krow
they were fatlends of my huabanda.

So you hed achood paaties ald the time?
Yes, At lecst every six weekas,
About every 4ix weeks.

You hnow we would have vne when schood staried-gvon afies schood
siarted, and then we would have a Halloween and we'’d have «
Thanksgiving program cnd a Chalatmas progaam, you know, and
Valentines Doy box auppen, F didn’it know how Lo vaganize them,
7 don’t khnow how 7 got by.

So the community was pretiy invodved in youn achood?

Oh yes, UOh yea,

Did ygou even have speldling beea? Commundiiy spelling bees?
Yea,

id the parents pariicipate in them?

No. Juai the khidas,

Just the khide, bud they came Lo watch [pazentsl}?

Yea,

did you have to buy youn vwn achood supplies on did they supply
them?

Yeaq,

You had to buy them?

Oh yed.

And thait get a little-

We didn't have very many, 740 teld you that.
Helld what duid you have?

Welddl we had codozed chalk, and we of course caayons, and waifen
coions and J think ald teachers wuse those odd newspapea-catalog-
you hkrnow thode big newspapea —sample books?

Oh yea, dike the Seans catalog, va somezhing like that?
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No, the big newapaper-J mean waldlpaper fhingas.

Oh, yes~ 7 know what youn talking about. Yeah.

They'ne gaeat.

Sample book.

Sampile books, yeah. Wallpaper aample books. 0h, 7 vaed thoase.

7 use 1o use those too, when J waa in grade achcod, that how
come 7 aemembened. Oid you have to go Lo get o degaee io
teach ouit theae? Or coudd you have faught cut theae withoui
a degree?

Wedil, see when 7 graduated from Emporia, that was the last
yean they gave thuse centificates that you nevea had to go
back 2o achood,

Gh .

You khnow. Now people do., But 7 had one of these. 7 had «
bachelons degree in, with a major in Hiatory and Govearnmend
and a minor in &nglish. And here 7 wus Zeaching a one rzouvm
achood with all edight grades.

How mony students did you hove?

7 had edighi.

Eight?

Nine.

Nine students?

7 had fwo in the feurth gauade.

Wene thapmoastdly ginds on boya?

Boya.

Boya? How long was yourn achood yean?
Weld, 7 gueas (2 waa eighi monitha,
Edlght montha?

Ug-hugh.

Thata-bui they got off to work on the fLaam?

No, we jusl wenit atrzaight thaough., We atanted in Septembern

and {hen ithe schood was out in the apring-befonre town achoodl
was cut. 7 don't know, J think (£ was elght months. And we huad
—yvu know, nowadaeys teachers nely on thein principals you know,
and ous person we relied on waes the county supeniniendent.

Since 7 dived in Cimarzon, why 7'd go down to the couat house
and 4he'd give me booka and hinta and tell me what to do and
what not to do.

When you finat atarited teaching, were you single?

Yeus,

Page 3



b ] a

S
e

W

-

Did they make you atay any particudan place?
No.
There was no aules they seit down fon you?

No, 7 had a very libercted schood distrnict. In faci-they
were very Libezatfed!

Very Alibenated, they wene pretty liberad wiilh you then?
I guess.
But some of the schood distaicts aacund here wenen #.

Welld 7 don't hRnow abouit thait, buit my people wene jJuai greoat,
They alld came to ovun school picnics and box suppens and then Lf
F'd go to w dance vui in the couniay on Saturday nighd, why
they woudld be there,

Jt wae O,K. foa you Lo go Zo a dance?
Yea, yes,

Welld that ia-ithait's pretiy libeaal. What type of books did you
use?

Welld the achood furnished-we had the books there, grid they wene
realdy battered up, Let's gee-~ 7 had-wedd 7 just don’'i
ramemben wbout the bookas, 7 don’t even know the name of the
publisher. They wene old beat up bookas,

Old beat up bookas.

And 7 had te do my own janditon work. And 7'd ged vut there in
the moaning and sicai the fire-and we had a pump. Now 7 was
talking to a lady ioday, who taughit in a vne avom achood and
she aaid there was o Laamhouse-they didn’'2 have o pump and

s0 ahe'd send two of the big boys a quariten of a mide %o

thia faamhouse and they'd baing two buckets of waten {finai ithing
in the moaning and then that would last Lthem all day.

Bui those wenrne youn dutiea finst thing in the moaning?
Yes,
You had to bring your own waitern in?

Bring the waten in, dometimes F'd dei the boys do 44, but
we had to much fo do.

Did you have a chalkboard?

Yea, one chalkhboand, in the front ol the zoom, and 7 had a
plano, and 7 could play with one {fingea-bui we sang angway.
Plaged the piano-7 nemember one Lime one of iZhe boys waa
making eveaybody else laugh-J thoughit he wos mimiching me
when 7 was Laying fo pley. So 7 sceid "Francis, why don'i
you take oven this music?” Oh, he didn'# wanit to so F said
"Oh, come on-7'm tired,” So Francis took oven the music-
he never did make fun of me taying to play the planc again,

Waa thene a geneaald age Lthai moat of youn kids wene when
they came o schood?
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Wedi they came-eveaybody started achoold when they wenre 4ix
then.

When they wene a4ix?
Ugh-huh.

In finak grade?
Yeos,

O, K.

And of counrde some of them didn't make it and were~ 7 know
those big boys were about 17 , 16, when they gol out of
elghth grade, you know.

In edghth grade. Did moskt of them atick L& out thaough
eighth grade?

Yes, mine did, J didn’% even have one thai quii.

Whai werne some of the physiced problems of the building?
Weld,..

Was it codd in the wintea? Oz did you have a big atove?

No it was pretiy good-T had o big atove and we buanit coad

and 7 wuse Lo atast thaet fine wiih kenosene, 7 don’'t hknow

how 7 kept faom blowing the thing up. Bui 7 did't know

any others way to staat i, s0 7 did. And in the summen

on the apaing Lt would be awfud hot in ithe foll., Bui aee

F wae night in the sand Allda, This odd sege baush and
sendhidd counitay out here, There wasn't a tfree azound

me, we had one taee oud by the boys toidled and L& was a preliy
beat up odd thing, 7 don't know whet i waa-mockhaelden inee

or gomeihing., Thats the ondy tree we had on the ploayground.

Whai teaching methods did you uae?

7 aeaddy can’it descnibe them, 7' tedd you whaet we did.
7'd get the little kids astanted va get one clasd ataated,
Lhen 7'd have to go hedp get the other groups atasted, and
ihe biggen buya— and J had two girnds who were zeliable,
then they coudd hedp the people in the lowez gaades theit needed
hedp. You know, neally everybody was helping each vihea.
One Zhing ubout countny scheod where all the classes ane
togethen, 7 do think they gain fLzom the othmgroup-you know
because my dittle gind in the aixth grade she waa catching
on to adod of thinga that went on in the eigth garade, you
know 7 think that hedps. And thoage liitde kids in the
aecond grade, they'd listen to the thind grade zecite and
they'd dearan from them.

Did gou do alot of nepeitition work?
We had to.
FThat'a because of the age differencen?

Yea, ugh~hugh.
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That would have been pretity tough.
Oh, boy.
Did ygou do alot of apelding?

Oh yeas, spelling 7 love 4gpelling and J've always liked
apedling and 7 put alot of emphasis on Lthat.

Did you uase Websten's Spellen, by chance?

J can’'t nememben what spellen we used. But we always had
spedling bees, you know, Faiday afteancvon we'd have a
spelding bee and that was great. One itime when 7 taughi at
Monteguma, J had a giad win the couniy 4spelling contest and
the wond she wenit down on was hyacinth, and 7'd neven
thought about the word being on the lisit, and this was a
neald smart gind, and for yeaas aften that any time 7'd see
hen on the atrneet on anyplace she'd asay,” Mrs. Wagnenx,

and then she'd apedld hyacinth,

That waa quite an honor, winning a county spedling bee,
waan 't Lt7?

Yes, neadly, 7 was readdly thridled about thai.

Did any of youn otudent trnavel a greait distance Lo come
o achood?

Oh no, 7 think about fourn mildes was about the farnthest any

of them came, ithey umm-some of them wadked, and moat of them
ro#de ¢ hoernse, bareback, They'd tie the horae out unden that
trnee, you know, durning the day. None of them came by cax,
undess thein fathen was going Lo fown and...

How were the discipline problems handled?
Weldd,
Did you geit thal paddle out?

No, 7 didn't have a paddlde then, but 7 didn't have much
troubde with discipline with those kida out there., 7
gueass, 7 don'it know. One time 7 started zo tedld you about
the boys hiding out in the boy's nestroom out in the

yard, and 40 one day they didn't come in and J rang the bedld
again and they didn't come in-40 7 juasat walked out the doovn
and started walking out there. J goit about three feet faom
the door and here they ald came-7 ithink they had the doon
open a Adittle peeking out. And they thought well that old
galds going to come aighi in hene, 4o they Adefz. J didn't
have any taoubde with them aften that.

Was there any outstanding featurnes of the achood you taughit ai,
7 mean was there a bell at yourn aschood?

No, T juat had a Littlde handbell.
What waa the buidlding made of?

Jt was wooden. J've thoughit so many times, had a chidd gotien
huat, see T noad out with anolthern teacher-and J didn't have
any way to deave there unitil she came after me, afiern achood
was out at foua o'cldock. 7 suppose 7 wouldd have had to send
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W: -one of the big boys on honaeback you kaow, and there
waan 't a howse in sighit-fust oud Lhene in the asun.

S: How fan faom town wene you?
W: 9 think we weze,see we were abouit ften midles. Cight on ten
midea,

St So you wene viatually by younseldl out there.
W: ALl day long.

St Werne mosid of poun atudents faom a paridlcudan nedigilows
background on nationality? Wene they Geaman dimmigrants...

W: 7 had this one Mennonite Lfamily, was ald., The nest of
them were proie-va you krnow Americandzed,

S: Did any of youn students go on Lo become outstanding
individuada?

W: WNorne in that group, but they ald - 7 know severad sitild live
arnvund here and uwrne conscienticus, ouistanding people,
you know. None of them, 7 don'# think any of them evea
wend o coddege, T'm just aune they didn't., But Fraancis
Midlen might have gone to Fa. College latesn, bui 7 doubi i4.

S: Did they have w chance o go on o a highschood afien
eighth grade?

W: Yeas, they couldd come to Cimoaraon, io highachood if they
wanted Lo,

But {that would have been unuauad if they did?

L

Yeos.
S: Moad of them wenit back Lo ihe Loam and wonbked?

We Wedld aee, this was aight in the midddle of deprneaalon,
and they guast didn'i have money fto do alot of ihings like
go away iv Fa. Coddege, oz itake some vo-tech, oa anything
Like thak.
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