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A PROFILE ON MARY BAXTER

DATE OF BIRTH: May 8, 1940.

PLACE OF BIRTH: She was born in their house in Knob-Knoster, Mo
OCCUPATION: College Secretary

MARRIAGE STATUS: Married

NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 1 girl Z4, 1 boy

CURRENT AGE: 45 .



oF: 2nd firsc of ai: wers you s student or a teacher?
MB: I was a student.

JF: Ckay, and when did vou go to school? 7

ME: I entered the first grade in 1946 and graduated {from the eight grade
in 1354.

JF: Ckay, and whar time did school start and end?

MB: School started, vou mean i:ike in the day, or what time 0f the year?
JF: 1 think in the day.

MB: Tt started at 8:00 in the morning and went til 4:20 in the afternocon..
JF+  QCkay. and what did you do during recess and noon hour?

MB: Well, we had a fifteern minute recess in the morning and a fifteen
minzee recess in the afiernocn, and usually we were allowed to have free
time to do what we wanted teo like play with maybe something we brought from
home. or play on the, the merry-go-round, that was the only schocolground,
piayground squiprent we had. And at noon we had and hour in which to eat
our lunch, and play, and this was aiways had to be pianned activities, the
whoele group had te play the same thing, we wern't allicwed te do what we
wanted toc. 5S¢ 1t would be like in the spring, maybe baseball.

JF: Like P.E7

¥Z: Yeah, and then ocher times when 16 was too cold , Well 1 guess we nad
to go cutside everyday thougn for a little while, because in corder for the
teacher to keep rer sanity I suppose she had o send us all outside for a
little wniie, but we did other cthings lixe alide—and-go-seek, or
biznd-mans-bluf{, or whatever the popu.ar vanes werc.

JF:  Ckay, and what did you brirg for lunch?

MB: We.., weil we didn’t have any electricity cnose davs,. S0 you were
pretey iimited in what you couid Carry in a sal ‘uncaﬁ because 1t had to be
somathing that would keep.

JF: Like bm1oqﬁ&:

Mp: No owe couidn't kring bologna herause 1t wouldn’t keep, Derauss we
didn’t any refz-aqe*ac10ﬂ at scheol wost of the time 1t was peanut

but ich or rmaybe & telly sandwion, and agpls, cockles. sowething
LM ShAT,

JF: And how dig you find out 1{ you weren't having school?

MB: T don't really remember that part(Laugh), I don‘:t remember not ever

having schoel.
JF:  Darn, ria?t7€fauqh‘

MB: Mayre. I suppose the only resscon why we wouldr’t have sch
berause the w“eatﬁa; was s¢ bad, and if the wheather was so b
teacher Courin'i ger there we couldn’t get there wﬁynaw 30 LT
ary criierence. kh, and :f the teacnsr was $ic¥, the, a.wavs

ﬁvh;tﬁp&_

SF“ What rewards ic

T gra Ges did you gec frem the teacher ard parcnis?
MB:  {Laugn:l think they gave us abtendance cerciilcates abt the erd of the
yesr, awﬂ my parents didn't ﬁsiléve L orewards for doing zerechliag vou wers
suppose to do anyhgw 50 D opever g0t rewares Loy atbternding onomy oownollaugn
TUOE (s
JF:  An merts were givent
MB: { =3 ol gJet much punldhmenﬁ. Towas lttle Muiss Soony foo
Shoeas, [lauzby oso ut gome of the students mignt of
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of the poagalras ohe lackboara vk s o=Tod ' ast o1
e 3@ . oa l.tvie rin < cre tre
black os you won.dn't be A W Vet g
reces te o stay 1n the scl




Um, okay, what tricks did you pull on the teacher?

I never did pull any tricks on the teacher.

Mary?

I said, T was, I was little Miss Goody too Shoes.

iLaugh), Okay, what were the first subjects and the daily routine?

MB: T don't remember much about the dally routine, you realize this was
tharty some years ago, my memory doesn't go back that far {Laugh}, but
since it was an eight grade classroom with one teacher, probably we started
with first grade, maybe reading in the morning, and then she kind of just
advanced up to each class, doing a particular thing each day at a
particular time. We never did have all eight classes in one year though so
it, a lot of years it would be maybe four or {ive grades, no other grades,
JF: Oh, no one else in the other grades?

"MB: Uh hum, but I don't remember about the s, the a schedule or anything.
JF: And did you have any special duties?

MB: T probably was teachers pet most of the time({laugh). So 1 probably
got to do a lot of things for her like clean the uh

JF: The erasers

MB: Like the erasers{Laugh}) uh.

JF: What special things do you remember about the teachers?

MB: Well, I only remember two teachers, I don't remember if that's all I
had or if I 3ust don't remember the othera, I remember the first, the
teacher I had in first grade was a young unmarried girl that prebably just
had gotten out of college, aithough I don‘t think they had to have a
college degree at that time they could just have two or three years

J¥: They Just had to pass a test after the eight grade.

MB: Yeah. as long as they were a little smarter than the students so it
didn't matter if they had college, and she taught the first four years, she
was pretty much just a young unmarried girl that was out for a good time,
there wasn't much discipline, not a whole lot of learning, so probably it
was a waste of time the first four years of my school life and then the
next teacher I had uh hum, was a older lady that was married and had
children and very very strict. 2And she came in to our school she was just
appalled at how dumb we all were, so she had her work cut out for her and
we all hated her immensley because she made us work so hard, but then I
remember eventually liking her and probably she was one of the best
teachers I ever had. Because she did make us learn, and had discipline.

JF: Ckay, and what fun things did you do?

MB: Well, {Pause), you mean outside of the

JF: Probably in the classroom.

MB: In the classroom, T don't recall any fun things.

JF: You guys didn't play any games or anything in the class?

MB: Ah, we might have but I just don't remember them.

JF: Ckay.

MB: Oh. I remember onetime in art class, we only had art maybe once a
week, we were making, doing something with the stufi that you squish
hetween your fingers, I don't remember what you call it now. I temember we
all got in trouble for making so much noise, but I guess that was a fun
thing.

JF: How was the school financed?

MB: It was financed through taxes that were collected in the district, and
ours must have been a pretty poor district{Laugh) at the time because we
didn't have a whole lot of money for anything extra, our school library
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was two shelves at the back of the building, and in eight years I attended
there I don't ever remember getting a new book so by the end of my ezght
years I think I had read every book on those shelves three or four times
and we didn't have any glayqroun& equipment except the one merry-go-round,
and finally, we had a pie supper or something, boxsupper, whatever they
called them in those days, where you, each girl brings a pie or a box lunch
and then they have an auctioneer auction em off and then supposeably your
boyfriend buys them and then he gets to eat with you and that money was
used to buy a swingset which we were sooo thrilled to get becuase it was
such an improvement over what we had had{Laugh)

JF: One merry-go-round(Laugh) -

MB: {Laugh) Yean, one merry-go-round.

JF: Okay, how were the teachers expected to conduct themselves in the
community?

MB: Well, the were su{Pause), expecited to be of very high morals and our
unmaryied teacher I had in the first four years of schcool she haa to live
with one of the schooiboard members so cthey could keep an eye on her, and
she could not have a gentleman come to cai. unless she was wel. supervised
and they were not allowed to smoke or drink in public, and rever say a cuss
word. Just very stricc. And I assume that they figured that a persor wno
was married was going to conduct theirself in a proper roral attitude and
then I bet, so they didn't watch them as cioseiy but they sure did wacea
the unmarried cnes.

J¥: What ware some of tne ceachers extracurraculiar activities?

MB: I don't remember thac they had any extracurricuiar activities in our
particulﬁr area, you mean something that would bpe related to the community?
JF: Yeah.

MB: I sure that coney were expecied to go to church and maybe

JF: Participare ia ail the evencs?

MB: TYeah, there wasn't a lot of all that much goiacg on in the comrunity
anyhow. 1It's kind of a dead community.

JF: Okay, who hired and fired the ceacners?

MB: Well =ach scnool had their own beard, discoicco noard, that's ncco wnat
they ca.ied them

JF: A district board?

MB: “fean, and they would nire

JF: Okavy,

MB: My dad was a.ways on the boards it seeers like.

JF: Whac were some cf the physical problems of cne building?

MB: Well it was a one roon building, and they orly neat we had was a coal
pot, a coa. durning poc peiised stove that set aover in the corner, ant wist
was never startes until marnlnq when we went to scnocol. Usually the
teacher was suppose to gec chere a little early and get it to get burning,
but it didn'tT heat out much further than three feec irom the stove so when
it got =xcrerely cold we had tc sit arcund the stove &.. Gay o Keép warm,
and then when it started getiing warm in the springtime the buildings were
just real real hot they ail, w2 didn't have any kind of fans because we
dian‘c have any 2ieccriecity. And there was no air conditicning of course,
and then wne floors were so awful, I remember the schocl that I went Lo it
just had wooden floors cnat they came in every spring after schoo. was ouc
I think and put this oi. on them to treat them. They nad a.. <inds of
splinter in them. So they were not Lhe best of conditions.



JF: What subjects were taught?

MB: Well we just had the very basic subjects, you heard the saying
reading, writing, arithmatic, that was about all we had. That was a
subject we'd be taught everyday, and then maybe once or twice a week we'd
ah have social studies, and science, history, and then maybe once a week
we'd have art and once a week weed have music. Music was something that
was really quite bad if you had a teacher who didn’t have any musical f
ability. I remember one teacher I had didn't play the pianc so it was kind
of a

JF: A drag(laugh)?

MB: A drag to even have music at all{Laugh}. And our science courses, we
had no sclentific things to work with so it was all just cut of the book,
but the other courses were just basic things that everybody learns.

JF: And what were the ages of the children at the school? .

MB: Well, you started the school in those days when you were six years
old, unless your mother was a school teacher, and then if you could start
when you were about four if they wanted to take you to school with them and
start you in the first grade, and bother with yvou. 8o there were a few
then who started really early, but most of the time it was six. We had neo
kindergartens so there was no pre-school type thing and most people
graduated when they were fourteen, unless they failed to pass a grade or if
they started really young the{ couid get ocut a lot sconer, or if you were
smart a lot of times they would jump you two or three grades just to get
you out early. They had no laws in those days about how many years you had
to spend in a particular school or

JF: How long, (cough) hcow long was the school year?

MB: Started in september and usually september first and it went to I
don't remember how long it went in May, berause most of the kids that went
to school with me were farm kids so we probably got out in time for the
boys to help with spring farming, but I don't remember just how long we did
go 1n May.

JF: And was the schoolhouse used for any other activities besides
teaching?

MB: Well T think, yeah they used them for things like 4H meetings,
extension meetings, community type things. Because the community was
supporting the schools, so0 the schoolhouse really belonged to the
community.

JF: How did the school get its water?

MB: We had s well outside the school that had a pump on it, everyday sowe,
1t would be somebodys job to go cut and get a bucket of water from the well
and fill up this little thing that was a water fountain type of a thing, it
was probably a glass jar that had a spout on the end of it that vou could
push 1n and water would come out.

JF: 1In the class grades did everybody go in sequence?

MB: Not necessarily because if a8 grade did not have but one student, and
maybe the next grade up would have more than one student, they would some,
sometimes skip you up to that grade., For instance after I finished the
fifth grade the next year T was going to be the only person in the sixth
grade, and there was going to be two or three people in the seventh grade
and so they skipped me from the fifth to the seventh and then they next



year . skipped back to the sixth. Aand then after I completed the sixth I
went back and took the e%ghh, which was kind of confusing but it seemed to
work. But they didn't skip math, they took it in the order it was supposed
to go, even tho I was taking ah seventh grade work in eve ing else, I
still took the sixth grade math, and then the next year I too seventh, and
the next year I took eighty but I was the only person working on math in
that particular grade. So that helped you get through math because I don't
think they could of skipped around on it you probably needed to take it :
in sequence. But it was kind of confusing.

JF: How many students went to the school?

MB: I don't remember us ever having more than ten people, probably eight
was more of an average. It must have been a pretty small d?strict.

JF: gkay% when did the school open and close, the years that it first time
opened up?

MB: I don't remember when it opened, I know that the year that I graduated
from the eight grade was the last year that they had school there. Cuz the
next year they consolidated all of the country schools and brought them
into the school district in the town, and so kids from that time on were
bossed, bussed from the rural area intoc the town school.

JF: What district was it in?

MB: T dont’t rem, T don't know what the number was it was part of my home
district. I think all of the country schools were under the townschool
jurisdiction. They were just kind of subschools.

J¥F: oOkay, what type of occugations did the students take up?

MB: (Laugh) I really haven't kept verf close tabs on any of the students,
um, T am sure that some of them are still into farming. Um, I am a mother
and a secretary, um T don't think any of them that went to that school ever
became famous or known. My brother went to the school and he works for
United Airlines in Las Vegas. BAH, one guy that went to the school is in
the state penetentary, (Laugh)so they have a variety of occupations I don't
think any of them became anything too spectacular ugh .

JF: What type of graduation exercised were performed?

MB: Well, graduation was from the eight grade, because that's the year
that you completed elementary school and went to high school. So they
brought all the rural school districts in to the, school in town and we
had graduation exercises all together at the end of the school year. They
would have a ceremony much like that of the high school graduwation, except
you didn't wear a cap and a gown, everybody was expected to be dressed up
though, it was a big deal though becsuse all the girls got new dresses and
the boys might get the first suit that they ever owned, you know, a tie.
And we had a speaker, we all sat upon the stage and vhen they called our
name we walked across the stage and got a diploma.

JF: From eight grade?

MB: Uh hum. .

JF: Where there any special classes or unique educational services
offered?

MB: No. We were just a basic school.

JF: Where did the funds come for the construction of the school?

MB: I would imagine that they came from taxes, I don't really know because
the school had been there a longtime before I started to school and only

the building belonged to the district. The land that it sat on was land



land that was some land owner had loaned to the district so that when the
country schools closed down, that land all went back to the origional
owner. And then the buildings had to be moved off of them unless the owner
of the land wanted to buy them and then he could buy them for maybe a
dollar or something. If they didn't want to buy them then they moved them
off, and some of the buildings were retained by the communities, like there
would be what they called a community center would rent the buildings from
the land owners and use them for meetings and always the school district or
Eﬁe school building was used for things like elections and things like

at.
JF: What was the cultural background and heratige of the community?
MB: Tt was all very rural farming. I think almost everyone I knew who
went to that school farmed. Agricultural background.
JF: How big of an area did the school serve?
MB: I don't how they divided up the districts because if it was a
township, it wasn‘t a county, becuase there were several schools within one
counr

county. I-It might have been just so many miles becuase T can remember
that there was probably four or five schools within a four or five area, I
don't know how they divided up they area.
JF: 0Okay, vhat was the average number of years a student spent in school?
MB: Well, by the time I graduated from school, I think most people were
going through high school, because society had gotten more fluent then and
we were just getting over the depression. So most kids were able to go
shead and finish hi?h«schsol, they did’'nt have to go out and work and help
the faﬂiliy make a living when they completed eight grade.
JF: Okay,
MB: Except for maybe, girls maybe would of been more apt not complete high
school because maybe some of them got married young.
JF: Okay, name some of the roles of the school.
MB: Well we had a dress code, girls could not wear blue-jeans to schocol in
those days, so if i-in the could winter if you had to walk to school which
most of the students did, had to walk at least a mile, you had to wear a
dress and then underneath a dress a lot of us wore pants, long pants to
keep our legs warm walking and then we would remove them when we got to
school and put them back on, but you just couldn't wear blue-jeans by there
self. Tt was very tabu.

JF: QOkay, what did the students have to pay to go to school?
MB: Well, it was free, our books were alg free, everything wvas free.
JF: Was there any organization similar to the PTA, or were the teachers
and parents involved much together?
MB: Well we didn't have a PTA. I think that you didn’t have to have
organized uh, things in those days to get people to help out the parents
were not that invelved in other things, other than making a living, and
everbody knew that when there was something to do everybody knew that it
was just there job, they didn't have to be asked. If you had kids in
school there, you just expected to do stuff.
JF: How did you get back and forth to school?
MB: Well most of the students had to walk, and we had to walk about a mile
to school becuase, there were a lot of roads that were not graveled in
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those days, so in bad wheather there was no other way to get except walk
because you couldn’t get through the mud roads, the school happened to

live on a ,or a be situated on a gravel road, but a lot of the kids lived
back off of roads that were not graveled. And we always walked through a
field because it would of been too far to walk around our road to get to
school. You had to walk in no satter what kind of wheather, there's muddy
you just put your gellashas on and shloushed on up to school({Laugh}, if it
was raining you just put a raincoat on and went ahead and went. My dad
never did take us to school much, uniess the vheather was really, really
bad. T remerber s couple of times, once when it was snowing really bad, &
like a blizzard type of thing, sc he got out the old now sied and hooked
the horses up te it and book us to school that a way which was really a big
deal. We thought that was great fun, and then once in a while we would
ride horseback to scheol. 1 don't know why we didn’'t do that more cften.

I think it was probably becuase there wasn't a gqood place tc tie 8 horse up
and leave it all day. And probably the teacher didn't iike for us to have
our horses tied up cutside the schoolhouse all day long, but sometimes
whern the wheather was s0 bad we would have to do something that she didn'tc
reaily tike. And then sometimes when the wheather was really colid I would
develiop up a stomach ache

J¥F:  {Laugh)

MB: Just before time to go to school and I would stay at home.

SF: 1 would too.

MBE: {Laughl}.

JF: What system of evaluation was used for grading?

MR: Well you mean like what did they give you

J¥: Like A,B,

MB: (kay, we had the E, and F system. (Pause}E,F,C,and D I think. An E
was the very best you could get, and F was failure, C was

JF: Citizenship?

MB: O was picdie of the grade, and D was just pretty cicse to failure, but
T don't, T don’t, I €hink it was based on iike on 40-100C, 8C-90, Y4-80, and
cu-7L, pretby Lasic. Ic wasn't on a curve or anything.

JP:  Ang how many days a week did you go to school?

MB: We went five days a week.

JF: And how long were tne days?

MB: From eight in the morning to four o'clock in the afterncon.

J¥:

JF: Wnat were the special observances of the schogel?

MB: We usuaiiy had maybe three or four social events every year. Probably
tne tirst one would be our Halloween Party, and these woulc aii be evening
evencs were the whole famiily could come and take part, because the rural
scnooi was probably the main social activity for the peopie in the
community, so they wetve very invelived in it. But we wou.d go to 2iaborace
measures o 4ress up on Hatiioween and get to the scnooihouse aibter dark and
in our costumes, and not be discovered by anybody so that ne one would xnow
wil0 We were, so MEst everybody would walk, and sc that way you could come
ir and they wouldn't recognize your car or recognize whe you were with, so
you could walk in te the school and have a costume on and maybe no one



would know who you were becuase your little brothers and sister and maybe
even parents could participated. So anyone who wanted to could dress up in
a costume with a false face on and try to fool somebody. And we usually
had things like bob for apples and pin-the-tail-on-the-donkey, and some of
those great games that kids nowadays would thing ridiculous. (Laugh}. And
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a lot of time maybe five or six weeks before Christmas practicing on a play
that everybody would have a part in and in getting it all perfected so we
could put it on for the parents and we would practice our music and
Christmas Carols and things like that and Santa Claus would come to give
out the presents under the tree. Usually we drew names. And then bought a
present for the person whose name you drew. And themn Santa Claus would
pass those presents out. And in my early years of school I guess I stiil
believed in Santa Claus because T always thought that it was funny because
when it came time to pass oput the presents my dad was never around, and .
always wondered why he got up and left just as Santa Claus came in. Bukt as
T got older I realized that the reason why he did that was because he
always had the job of playing Santa Claus., I don't know why it took me so
long to figure that out. I guess I must have been pretty naive for
somebody that was in school. I don't think many kids nowadays don't know
about Santa Claus by the time their three or four years old. And then they
would have treats for all the kids in the district, even the little
brothers and sisters. They would make up a sac of goodies for everybody
like we would have hard candy, maybe peanuts in a shell, an orange in each
sac and then Santa Claus would pass those out. I don't remember how those
were paid for. The district must have had a little money for something
like that. And then we would put on our pagent for everybody which was
such a exciting time because we would have the shh, the uh partition up at
the front of the schoolhouse and we had these wires stretched across and we
laid sheets over them and divided them into two sections and part of the
characters would be on one side and part would be on the other, and as your
part came up you would come out from behing the curtain and do your little
spill, whatever it was, a speech or part of the pagent. We always did the
Christmas pagent, and somebody got to be Joseph and somebody go to be Mary.
And then we sang all the traditional Christmas Carols and maybe we would
have a candlelighting service. T think that school in those days were more
religious oriented. There was not the thing about not having, you know,
about having the school and church separated and everything. So we, we did
do the Christmas story from the Bible. It was not tabu in those days. And
most rural communities were more religiously oriented anyhow, so. And the
next social event we might have would probably be arcund Easter time. And
we would have some kind of a play that we would put on. Do some music.
Have an Easter egg hunt out in the, the a lawn. And then we would always
have an end of school thing. I guess they did give out some awards for
maybe perfect attendance and reading awards and different things. Not, not
anything very big that I remember. But then we would put on some kind of
entertainment for the parents. I remember on time, I think it was when I
was in the second grade, sh, I got to do a duet with another boy. He was
in first grade. He was my boyfriend. And my mother had toc make a long



dress for me. It was the first long dress I ever had. I was so excited.
and she made it out of chessecloth if you can imagine that. She must have
put something underneath it{Laugh}. I think cheesecloth would have been a
iittle risque. And we sang this duet and 1 remember the duet was *School
days, school days, dear old golden rule days.” And I got to kiss the hoy
at the end. I was so excited. {(Laugh}.

J¥:  {iLaugh;. .

MB: My first so, my fitst opportunity to perform for the public.

J¥F:  Your first kiss.

MB: 1 think I've been a ham ever since.

JF: QOkay, did the school have any particular problems?

MB: 1 don't remember our school as there was not any discipline problems I
think. We didn't have any kids in our school other than those that would
be going te school, the normal school age. T know in some districts where
they would have older people going to school. Like you could go to, I
guess you could go to elementary school as long as you wanted bto and there
would be some districts that would have older boys going that would create
a iot of problems for the teacher. 1 mean they would be like sixteen,
seventeen years old and still be in the elementary schools. They were
discipline probelems but we didn't have any older kids in our district by
the time I got into school. People were pretty much going te school when
they shouid be going to school.

JF:  And what was the name of your schooli?

MB: Cur school was the Maple Grove School. It was probably because there
was a lot of big maple trees out in the lawn.

JF: Qkay, and did you have a mascot?

MB: No, we didn't have a mascot.

JF: Whe employed the teachers?

MB: The teachers were employed by the, the boeard, the school district
board. They would have, have them come in and interview and they would
pick sowmebody from the people they interviewed. But I don't think they
ever had a big choice because I don't think there was that many peopie
teaching school in those days. Because, wmost people were too poor to even
get an education. So there weren't a lot of teachers available.

JF: Was a principal used along with the teacher?

MB: We didn't have a principal. There was a superintendant though. It
was the superintendant of the whole district that would take in all of the
small schools. T guess he was the superintendant of the rural schools.
Sometimes it was a man, sometimes it was a woman. And they would make
suprise visits to the school. They would never let you know when they were
coming. I know it was always s¢ scarey because when I was in school we had
lady superintendant and she was very homely as I remember it and scared me
half to death when she came in. And she would always just kind of creep in
the door and unannounced and hoping thal she would catch the teacher doing
something that she wasn't suppose to be, it always seemed like that
anyways. And then she would sit down at the desk with each one of the
students and ask them how they were doing. T would, that just scared me
half to death because she was pretty homely. 1 remember that made an
impression on me as & small chiid.

JF:  What materials were used to build the school?
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MB: Our school was built out of wood. In the area that I grew up in wood
was the normal building material. We did not have stone. And ..s0 every-
thing was made out of wood. It was painted white. It had, we had four
windows on each side.

JF: Who was in charge for the upkeep of the building?

MB: Well, I think that they picked a different father every year. Because
I remember that my dad had a responsibility for the upkeep on year. T
don't remember him doing much ep thoygh because, the floors, the ciled
the floors that was about all they did. And maybe if a window got broken
they replaced it. But I don't ever remember the school building ever being
painted. The desk, they had initials on them from probably fourty years
before. So there wasn't much mantainance.

JF: Do you know whe built the schoolhouse?

MB: I really don't know because it was bujlt a long time before my time.
J¥F: Ah, what was the curriculum and how did it change through the years?
MB: W®Well the curriculum that made the most impression on me was for the

f. st grade. We used the Dick and Jane books. And, I think the were kind
of ridiculous becuase I remember even as a first grader I thought they wvere
silly. And readin? a book that said "See Dick, See Jane, See Sally, See
Spot, See Spot Run® I mean I even thought that was stupid then so I think
they were a little below our level. But they used them every year that I

W n school. Because as you got gasseé the first grade, the next you'd
be sitting in the classroom and you'd hear the first graders for that year
reading the book that you did becasue there was no way ¥eu could escape
listening to all the other students, because you were right there in the
same class, classroom. And like the teacher would uh, start out using the
morning for first grade, and then just work her way up to how ever many
grades she had. And, so0 you got a chance to listen to every grade. Maybe
that was helpful to because as you were, you know like in the lower grades
you vere also getting to hear the kids in the upper grades do their
lessons. So you surely learned something for that. But one thing about
our school, that T remember, they would not let us take homework home. We
had to do sll our work in the school. Because I remember one time I was
having trouble with this one math lesson. And T failed it about three
times. And the teacher would not let me take it home and get help. And
she wouldn't help me. And I just kept doing it wrong and wrong. And
finally the teacher got sick and had to be gone for three or four days and
then I tock it home and my mom helped me with it. And T finally got it
back to school and finally got through that one math lesson. That stuck in
my mind very clearly. But we were expected to get everything done in the
school building because you had a lot of time. While she was teaching the
other grades, to do your homework. Besides that, most of us didn't havc
electricity anyhow so ther. s no way to study at night except by the coal
barning lamps. .

For some technical reason, thce fina. 10 minutes o. this taped did not turn
out. :
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