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https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/the-revolutionary-war/ten-facts-about-the-revolutionary-war/

Nathan Hale

Hale was a member of Knowlton’s Rangers
under Lieutenant Colonel Thomas
Knowlton.

* He volunteered for the mission of
infiltrating General Sir William Howe’s
lines at Long Island, New York, to gain
intelligence for General George
Washington.

» Hale crossed into enemy territory
undisguised, with no way to conceal his
intelligence findings, used his identity, and
was sick with influenza.
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 Having been caught and tried for
espionage and treason, Hale was sentenced
to hanging and died 22 September 1776.

Photo:



https://hankeringforhistory.com/nathan-hale-a-true-american-martyr/

Culper Spy Network

After the horrible events at New York, Washington
developed the Culper Spy Network. This group of spies
reported on the operations of the British through a series
of channels that connected General George Washington’s
front lines with the details of British ongoings and plans
in the cities.

https://cropper.watch.aetnd.com/cdn.watch.aetnd.com/sites/6/2018/03/HVBlog-
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Historical evaluations

General George Washington knew that the Continental Army was inferior to
that of the British in terms of size, training, and resources; giving Britain
the upper hand in the war.

Washington’s first attempts at espionage ended in failure, the death of
Nathan Hale.

This led to a reevaluation of the role of espionage through the lessons of early
attempts.

Timing was imperative.
Scouting became organized through parties.
Lessons, such as secrecy, covert operations, and safety of spies took precedence

The Culper Network formed out of the need for intelligence with the understanding
of past failures as a model of what not to do.

General George Washington became an effective spymaster, utilizing
tactical, operational, and strategic deceptions.

The Culper Spy Network was innovative in American espionage, and
utilized Washington’s skills of defensive and offensive counterintelligence,
new inventions such as invisible ink and a system of codes and ciphers, as
well as women’s roles as scouts and spies.




Conclusion

- Learning from the mistakes of the first
attempt at espionage and
Incorporating new and innovative
procedures in the second attempt,
Washington gained the advantage over
the British Army.

ze, 1851 (The Metropolitan

Along with the guerilla warfare used
by the Americans against Britain in
unknown territory, the use of
espionage provided the smaller
American army with the opportunity
to avoid heavy head-to-head fighting,
giving them a necessary advantage in
the war.
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https://www.mountvernon.org/library/digitalhistory/digital-encyclopedia/article/crossing-of-the-delaware/
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