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In the late seventeenth century Cartesianism undergoes a crucial turn: 

some scholars in France as well as in the Netherlands try to diffuse Descartes’ 

thought among a wider audience by presenting his philosophy in a sys-

tematic way. One of the most relevant contributions in this field is Pierre 

Sylvain Régis’ Système. In the scientific section of his Système Régis doesn’t 

limit himself to propose a summary of Descartes’ ideas: he draws on different 

sources, sometimes also implicitely, in order to show the effectiveness of 

Descartes’ method and scientific achievements. Since its aim is to turn into a 

system the new vision of the world, it represents one of riper outcomes of the 

Cartesian philosophy. By interpreting empirically Descartes’ philosophy, the 

author attempts to reconcile the new scientific discoveries with les principes de 

Monsieur Descartes by combining them into a scholarly manual whose aim is 

to stimulate the ars inveniendi and to avoid the risk of scattering the findings 

of the research into a series of «hypothesis arbitraires»2.  

Even if Régis asked for the privilège du roi in order to publish his Système 

in 1680, it was accorded only in 1690. The Système first appeared in Paris in 

1690, but it was published in his final version only in 1691 in Amsterdam. The 

refusal of the privilège du roy for the publication of the Système is strictly 

                                                

1 This paper was presented at the international confererce “Intellectual Geography: 
Comparative studies, 1550-1700”, held at the St Anne’s College University of Oxford ( 5-7 
September 2011). 
2 RÉGIS 1691, Vol. 1, p. 276. 
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