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NOTE : Thi s art icle c onstitut e s  some of t he re sult s of a prel iminary 

analysis of a l imited corpus of Aiwo mat erial s ,  and acknowledgement i s  

given t o  help received from Aiwo speaker s ,  espe c ially Mr Patrick Bakolo 

and Rev . Mart in Mo iy�. 

1 .  I NT RO D U C T O R Y  R EM A R K S
I 

The very s imilar dialect s of the Aiwo language are spoken by approx

imat ely 4 00 0  people on the Reef I slands in t he Sant a Cruz Arc hipelago , 

situat ed far to t he east of t he ma in Solomon I s lands c hain . Aiwo 

speaker s have also sett led in some numbers on Ndeni ( Sant a Cruz ) ,  t he 

main i sland o f  t he Sant a Cruz Arc hipelago , and a con siderab le number of 

t hem i s  l iving in Honiara , the Solomon I s land s c apital . Aiwo and t he 

two ( or t hree ) languages spoken on Sant a Cruz I sl and const itut e  a 

family named t he Reef s-Santa Cruz Family ( Wurm 1 9 6 9 ,  1 97 2 ,  1 97 6 ,  1 9 8 1a ,  

S imons 1 97 7 ) (the maj or language on Sant a Cruz , called Northern Santa 

Cruz ( or Lodai ) ,  can be regarded as  consist ing of two sub -language s 

whic h  virt ua l l y  const itut e  separate languages ( Wurm 1 9 7 8 ) ) .  The mem

bers of t hi s  family seem to be language s which wer e or iginally Papuan , 

but t hey have been so heavily influenced by Austrone sian that it c an be 

suggested t hat t he speaker s have incompletely t aken over an Austrone s ian 

language ( Wurm 1 97 8 ) . This incomplete language take-over ha s very 

st rongl y  influenc�d and c hanged muc h of the assumed or iginal Papuan 

structur e  of t he language s ,  and has replaced it by Austrone sian forms 

and st ruc ture s ,  whi c h  appl ies e spec ia l l y  to transpar ent surface feat ure s .  

However , some Papuan struc t ural systems and princ iples have been pre

served , t hough affixe s and other mar ker s funct ioning in them have often 
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been replaced by formally Aust rone sian one s .  The Papuan struc t ural 

e l ement s are mainly limited to core feat ure s  suc h  as comp l ex tra its  of 

t he verb structure , t he forms and underlying princ iple s of t he subj ect 

( and in part obj ect ) marking wit h  the verb s t hrough suffixe s ,  and the 

pr esence and in part t he form , of  elaborat e c lass and gender systems 

with noun s .  The se Papuan element s di splay some formal and syst em links 

with element s enc ountered in the other Papuan language s located in the 

island world t o  t he east of t he New Guinea mainland whi ch have been 

inc luded into what has been named the East Papuan Phylum ( Wurm 1 97 5 ,  

1 981a } . A number o f  links are also present bet ween t he un-Austrone sian 

lexical element s in t he Reefs-Sant a Cruz Family language s and the Papuan 

lexical element s in East Papuan Phylum language s ( most of these have 

al so been subj ect to considerable lexical , and in part also struct ural , 

influenc e from Aust rone sian language s ) . In the l ight of this , the 

languages of t he Reefs-Sant a Cruz Family have been inc luded in t he East 

Papuan Phylum as aberrant member s .  

The language s o f  t he Reefs-Sant a Cruz Family have quite complex 

phonologie s ,  t ho ugh t hat of t he Aiwo language is simpl er t han those of  

t he Sant a Cruzan languag e s .  In recent year s ,  practical orthographies 

have been set up for Aiwo and Northern Sant a Cruz ( Lodai ) ,  very l arge ly 

t hrough t he effort s and ingenuity of some educat ed local people who had 
some linguist ic t ra ining , and were given some limited he lp in this by 

out side linguist s .  The Aiwo alphabet is as fo llows : 

Vowe l s :  Diphthongs :  

u e i  

e ii i  o u  

a 0 
a � 

Vowel lengt h ( double art iculat ion) i s  indicated t hrough t he doubling 

of t he vowel symbol , e . g .  a a .  

I n  vowel c lust ers , strong glides are present whic h are repre sent ed 

in t he ort hography as follows : 

between t he high vowel s  i ,  e + the low vowe l s  a ,  � ,  0 ,  y appear s 

word-med ial l y ;  

bet ween t he low vowe l s  �, 0 i n  word-init ial po sit ion , and a prefix 

ending in i or e ,  w appear s ,  e . g . o pw a  ' to be white ' ,  d y i wo pw a  ' we 

two ( incl . ) are whi te ' .  There i s  no glide between i or e ,  and word 

init ial a - in such a case ; 

between t he high vowel u + 0 ,  a ,  �, and al so between 0 + a ,  � ,  w 

appear s ;  
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between u + a and 0 + a ,  the insert ion of w i s  opt ional , and w 

appears in free variation with 6 .  

Consonant s :  

p 

pw 

b 

bw 

m 

mw 

w 

t 

d 

n 

5 

d y  

n y  

y 

k 

kw 

9 

gw 

ng 

n g w  

I n  t he sequenc e C + unst res sed u + V ,  t he s hort u manife st s i t s e l f  

t hrough labialisat ion of t he consonant only , and i s  written as  suc h ,  

e . g .  n wo l i ' kn i fe ' ,  < * n u6 I i .  Stress i s  predictable . 

The mater ials present ed her e  are in t he Nenubo ( N )  and Ngaw�w� ( Ng )  

d ialect s .  I f  no dialect abbreviation appear s ,  the forms are ident ical 

in both dialect s .  

2 .  P E R S ON M AR K I N G W I TH N O M I N A L S  ( N OU N S , V E R BAL  N O U N S ) 

There are only t hree word classes in Aiwo : nouns ( including a range 

of verbal nouns ) ,  verb s ,  and part ic les . The noun and verb morphology 

employs prefixe s and suffixe s .  

Four numbers ,  singula r ,  plural ,  dual and trial , are dist ingui shed . 
In t he non-singular first per sons , an inc lusive-exc lusive dist inct ion 

is present . The dual is marked by - I e , the trial by t he addit ion of 

spe c ial forms , and in t he 1 st inc lusive by t he addition of - I e  to the 

lpl . inc lusive suffix - d e .  

The trial number forms whi c h  follow t he per son suffixe s are t he 

numeral verb e v e  ' t o  be t hr e e ' prec eded in all per sons ( ex c ept t he 3rd )  

b y  p e - whi c h  marks t he per son noun c l a s s  i n  t he noun c la s s  syst em 

( Wurm 1 9 8 1b ) . Thi s i s  prec eded by t he subj ect prefixes used wit h most 

intransit ive verb s .  Aft er e v e  ' t o be three ' ,  e n g e  ' th i s ' follows in 

t he 1 st per son , and e n g �  ( short ened from e y�ng �  ' tha t ' in t he 2nd and 

3rd per son s .  In t he 3rd per son , m i - is t he gender marker indicat ing 

neutrality in the noun c l a s s  system, and - l i - i s  the 3pl . subj ect  prefix 

with int ransit ive verbs .  



184  S . A. WURM 

TABLE 1 

PERSON SUFF I XE S  W I TH NOM I NALS 

1st in:::I .  1st excI . 2nd 3rd 

sg. any vowel, or -u, or + -0 -mu e ,  or V � a ( e .  0) 

pI. -de -ngo -m i - i .  or V � a + - i  

dl. -dy i -ngo l e  -mi I e  - i l e .  or V � a + - i l e  

tI . -de I e } -ngo mapeeveenge N } -de depeeveenge -ngo mepeeveenge Ng 
-m i m i peeveeng� e 

V � a} + m i  I i eveeng� 

The person suffixes ( given in Table 1 )  are added to t hose nouns with 

whic h  per sonal posses sion i s  indicated by per son suffixe s only ( see 

below 3 . 2 . 1 . ) .  They are also used in t he formation of free per son 

marker s which in Aiwo are formally verbal nouns : t hese suffixe s are ,  

in general , added t o  t he verb base i - � y - ' to exi 8 t ,  to be ' t o  produc e 

in accordance with rule s of verbal noun format ion in Aiwo , verbal nouns 

with the meaning of ' t he fa c t  of my, youP, e tc .  exi 8 t ing; my, youP, e t c .  

e xi 8 ti ng a 8  a fac t ' .  I n  t he non-s ingular 1 st person forms , and in the 

2 sg .  form , t he per son suffixes are added to t he I sg .  per son suffix , 

e . g . y - u - m u : verb base - I sg .  person suffix - 2 s g .  per son suffix = 2 s g .  

free per son marker . There are however some spec ial cases : 

In t he 3 sg . , - n� ( or - n�n g �) i s  added to i - .  In the 3p l . , - d y i i is  

added to i - .  Y U - , or occurs by it sel f .  

1st inel. 

sg. yu 

pI . yude 

dl. yudy i 

tl. yud e l e  } yud e depeeveenge 

TABLE 2 
FREE PER SON MARKERS 

1st exeI. 

yu 

yungo N } ( i ngo) Ng 

yungo l e  N, Ng} ( i ngo l e  Ng) 

yungo } 
mapeeveenge N 

y ungo ( i  ngo) 
mepeeveenge Ng 

2nd 

y umu 

im i  

i m i  I e  

i m i  m i peeveeng� 

3rd 

j YUdY i i 
i dy i  i 
dy i i 
( dy i  i l �ng�) { YUd Y i  i I e  
i dy i  i I e  
dy i i I e  

( ka l a) m i l i eveeng� 
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3 .  N OM I N A L  C L A S S I F I CAT I ON S Y S T E M S  

3 . 1 .  G E N ERA L R EMARKS 

The languages of t he Reefs-Sant a Cruz Family have a number of unusual 

features of  which t hree may be of partic ular int ere st her e :  
One of t hese feat ure s  i s  t he o c c urrence o f  several almo st ent irely 

semant ically based , independ ent , mul t iple-c lass  nominal c l a s sifi cation 

syst ems in t he se language s .  Aiwo in part ic ular , shows a per sonal 

po ssessive class system c ompr iSing t hree main noun type s .  The f irst 

of  t hese types c omprises t hree main categor i e s ,  and each of these cat

egories is sub-divided int o sub-cat egori es . In addit ion , an as yet 

undetermined number of minor cat e gorie s a l so bel ongs to this  first t yp e .  

Eac h o f  t hese minor cat egorie s ,  and each of t he sub- c ategorie s o f  t he 

maj or cat egor ies , const it ut e s  a separat e per sonal posses sive noun c lass 

of whi c h  a t ot al of  25 has been e st abli shed to date . The second noun 

type c ompr ises at least eight , and t he t hird only one , separate per sonal 

possessive noun c la s s e s . A c onstruct posses sive c la s s  syst em with at 

least four classes i s  also met with,  as we ll a s  a noun c l a s s  system 

with t wo types of c l a s s e s  ( Wurm 1981b ) . One of t he se t ypes const itut e s  

a variable noun c l a s s  syst em i n  whic h  32 c la s se s ,  inc luding five gender s ,  

have been e st ab l i shed so far ( two classes  only tentat ive ly ) , and t he 

other is a fixed noun class  syst em in which eight c l as s e s  have been 

e st abli shed t o  dat e .  The se t hree noun c lass  and gender systems appear 

t o  have little relationship to eac h, other , and are cross-cutt ing . 

The second out st anding feat ure of t he languages of t he Reef-Sant a 

Cruz Family t o  be ment ioned here is t he fact t hat a large proportion 

of t heir noun s ,  incl uding many which indicate c ommon items suc h as b irds , 

mo squit oes , river s ,  bab i e s ,  children , e t c . do not constitut e  original 

noun bases ,  but are verbal nouns of a de sc ript ive nature . In Aiwo , t he 

numerous class and gender prefixes play a very important role in t he 

format ion of t hese . Examp l e s : d e k u l wo ' b ird ' ( lit . some th ing tha t 

s i n k s  ( i . e .  dive s )  into wa ter ha b i t ua l ly ) ,  d e k umw a ng e  'mo s q u i t o ' ( lit . 

s om � t hing t h a t  b i t e s  ha b i t ua l l y ) ,  u k i p e ' ri v er ' ( l it . s ome thing tha t 

i s  fl owing l i quid t ha t  g o e s  a l ong a l l  the time ) ,  g i v a 'ma le baby ' ( l it . 

ma l e  human t ha t  i s  immatur e ) ,  s i l a k i  ' fema le c h i l d ' ( lit . fema l e  human 

t ha t  is sma l l ) ,  et c .  

The t hird unusual feature o f  t he Reef-Santa Cruz Family language s 

t o  be referred to here is t he oc c urrence of a large number of words in 

t hem which are very s imilar in form and ,  at t he same t ime , have very 

s imilar , but nevert heless  different , meanings . Thi s c haracteristic i s  

al so encount ered in o t her languages of t he East Papuan Phylum , e . g .  

Buin of Sout h Bougainville ( Laycock 198 1 ) . A few example s from Aiwo 

may be given her e : n y o p a a  ' a rrow for s hooting birds ' , n y o pw� ' fi g h t ing 
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arrow ' ,  s i n g e d� 'fe ma Z e ' ;  s i g e d a a  ' hi s  wife ' ;  nwo pwa ' house ' ,  nwo pw� 

' canoe p la tform, canoe house ' ,  p�p u 'vagina ' ,  pw�p u ' virgin ' .  Some o f  

t hi s  ha s a n  a i r  o f  art ific iality about it , , and seems to suggest t he 

possibility of deliberat e  int erference and t ampering wit h ,  t he lan

guage s  by t heir speaker s .  

It may be ment ioned at t he same t ime t hat a large portion o f  the 

word s in Aiwo and in t he o t her language s of t he Reef -S anta Cruz Fami ly 

rec ogni sab ly consist of a varying number of very prevalent ly mono

syllabic nuc lear element s each of whic h  has a specific meaning and 

funct ion . 

3 . 2 .  THE PERSON A L  POSS ESS I V E C LASS S YSTEM 

There are ,  in �iwo , three main type s of' nouns with regard to t he 

way in whic h per sonal possession i s  marked wit h  t hem : 

Type A :  Wit h mo st t erms of relationship , many nouns indicat ing par t s  

of  t he bod y ,  and some other nouns , possession is indicated b y  t he 

addit ion o f  t he per son suffixes list ed in Tab le 1 ,  t o  t he nouns t hem

selve s .  

Type B :  Wit h ot her nouns , per sonal posse ssion i s  indicated b y  a range 

of spec ial posses sive c lass  markers which usually fol low t he nouns , 

and t he per s on suffixes are added t o  t he se posses sive c lass  markers . 

The posses sive class markers t hemselve s are verbal in nature , and 

p o s s e s s ive class markers + personal suffixes const itute verbal nouns . 

Type C ;  Wit h some verbal nouns , per sonal p o s se s s ion i s  indicat ed 

t hrough t he ordinary verb subj ect suffixes + spec i al verbal noun pos

s e s sive suffixe s .  

3 . 2 . 1 .  Type  A N o u n s  

The nouns t o  whic h t he per son suffixe s  are direct ly add e d ,  be long 

to t hree main categorie s ,  each of t hem contain ing sub -categories o f  

whic h more t han t hose de scribed are likely t o  exist i n  t he language . 

There i s  al so an as yet not fully known number of minor categorie s .  

The membership o f  nouns t o  t he three main categories and t heir sub

c at egorie s ,  or to t he minor categories ,  is not semantically det ermined ,  

and no reasons for t he appearance o f  t he various cat e gories and sub 

c at egories have yet been e stabl i s he d .  The t hree main categories are as  

follows : 
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3 . 2 . 1 .  1 .  Ca�eg o � y  A 

3 . 2 . 1 . 1 . 1 .  Sub-Category or C lass Al 

The basic form is t he I s g .  form whi c h  can end in - e ,  - 0 , or - u  

( ot her vowels have not yet been ob served ) . In t he o t her per sons , t he 

person marker s are suffixed t o  this basic form . In t he 3rd per son , in 

all number s ,  t he final vowel o f  the basic form c hanges t o  - a .  I f  t he 

basic form ends in -m o ,  t he 3rd per son forms change t o  -mwa ( - ) . 

Examp l e : 

ny i be 

ny i bemu 

ny i ba 

ny i bede 

ny i bengo 

ny i bem i 

ny i ba i  

ny i bedy i 

ny i bengo l e  

n y i bem i I e  

ny i ba i  I e  

'my eye ' 

'thy eye ' 

'his, her, its eye ' 

etc . 

ny i bede l e  } 
ny i bede depeeveenge 

n y i bengo mapeeveenge N } 
ny i bengo mepeeveenge Ng 

ny i bem i  m i peeveeng� 

ny i ba m i l i eveeng� 

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl . incl .  

Ipl . excl. 

2pl. 

3P1. 

Idl.incl. 

Idl . excl . 

2dl. 

3d1 . 

It 1 .  inc 1 .  

Itl. excl. 

2t1. 

3t1. 

Ot her nouns which belong to this  sub-c ategory or c lass  Al are for 

instanc e : t um o  'my fa t he r ' ( 3sg . t umwa ) , n o t a  'my n o se ' ,  n u l o  'my n e c k ' ,  

n y i m e 'my arm ' ,  n y i  i v e l u  'my spirit (when I am dea d) ' ( 3sg . n y i  i v e l a ) , 

n am e l u  'my ref� e ction ' ,  etc . 

3 . 2 . 1 . 1 . 2 .  Sub-Category or Class A2 

The basic form i s  the I sg .  form whic h end s  in - i .  In the other 

per son s ,  t he person markers are suffixe d to this  basic form , and in 

t he 3rd person t his final - i  remains unc hanged.  Examp le : 

ny i s i  'my body ' lsg. 

ny i s i mu 'thy body ' 2sg. 

nyi s i  'his, her, its body ' 3sg. 

n y i s i de etc . lpl . incl. 

ny i s i ngo lpl. excl . 

ny i s i m i  2p1 .  

ny i s i  i 3p1. 
etc . 
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Anot her noun whic h be longs to this sub -category or c lass A2 is for 

instance ny i 9 i s  i 'my b ody odour ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 1 . 3 .  Sub-Category or Class A3 

The basic form is t he Isg .  form whi c h  end s in - u .  In t he other 

per sons , t he person markers are suffixed to t his basic form . In t he 

3rd per son , in all number s ,  t he final - u  c hange s t o  - e .  Wit h nouns 

whi c h  have - a - in the penult imate syllable , t hi s  - a - changes to - a - . 

Example : 

nedu 

nedumu 

nede 

nedude 

nedungo 

nedum i 

nedei  

'my mouth ' 

'thy mouth ' 

'his, her, its mouth ' 

etc .  

etc .  

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

IpI. incI.  

IpI . excl . 

2pI. 

3pI . 

Ot her noun s  whic h belong t o  t hi s  sub-category or c lass A 3 are for 

inst ance : n u b u l e d u  'my Zip ' ,  nwo t e d u 'my t o o t h ' .  n u b u l e k u  'my knee ' ,  

n�pw� l u 'my ahin ' ( 3 sg . n�pwa l e ) ,  g i y�l u 'my husband ' ( 3sg . g i y a l e ) ,  

n y  i g � l  u 'my a h e s t ' C 3 sg . n y  i g a l  e ) , n u mw�n g u ' my b a a k ' C 3 sg . n umwang a ) , 

et c .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 1 . 4 .  Sub-Category or C lass A4 

The basic form is t he I sg .  form whi ch end s in - u .  In t he other 

persons , t he per son marker s are suffixed t o  this basic form . In t he 

3rd per son in al l number s ,  t he final - u  changes t o  - 0 . Examp le : 

g i b u 

g i  bumu 

g i bo 

g i bude 

g i bungo 

g i bum i  

g i bo i  

'my nephew ' 

'thy nephew ' 

' his, her nephew ' 

etc .  

etc . 

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl . incI. 

IpI . excI .  

2pI. 

3pI .  

Ot her nouns whic h  belong t o  thi s sub-category o r  c lass A 4  are for 

instance : s i b u  'my nieae ' ,  m e e g u 'my matri Z i n e a Z  ma te ' ,  g i o g u  'my 

a ompanio n ' ,  p e l i v a g u  'my re Zative ' ( 3sg . p e l i v ag o ) , to p�pw a a g u 'my 

upp er baak ' ,  et c .  
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3 . 2 . 1 . 1 . 5 .  Sub-Category or Class A5 

The basic form i s  t he l s g .  form whic h end s  in - u . In the ot her 

persons , t he per son marker s are suffixed to this  basic form, and in 

t he 3rd per son in all numbers ,  �hi s  final - u  remains unc hanged . 

Example : 

pe l uu 

pel uumu 

pe l uu 

pe l uude 

pe l uungo 

pel uum i 

pe l uu i  

'my son-in- Law '  ( in  a strict 
avoidance relationship) 

, thy son-in-Law ' 

'his, her son-in-Law '  

etc .  

etc .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 2 .  Cazeg o� y  B 

3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 1 .  Sub-Category or Class Bl 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl. incl. 

lpl . excl . 

2p1. 

3p1 . 

The basic form i s  t he 3sg . form which ends in a vowel ,  usually - a , 

- 0 , or - e .  In the lsg . , - u  i s  suffixed t o  this basic form , and in the 

1st  person of t he ot her number s ,  t he person suffixe s are added t o  this 

- u .  In t he 2nd and 3rd person in all number s ,  the person suffixe s are 

added t o  t he basic form . Example : 

s i wo l epaau 

s i wo l epaamu 

5 i wo l epaa 

s i wo l epaaude 

5 iwo I epaaungo 

s iwo l epaam i 

s i wo l epaa i 

5 i wo 1 epaaudy i 

5 iwo I epaaungo I e  

s iwo l epaam i I e  

s i wo l epaa i l e 

'my "Lung ' 

' thy "LWlg ' 

'his, her, its "LWlg ' 

etc .  

s i wo l epaaud e l e } s iwo l epaaude depeeveenge 

s iwo l epaaungo mapeeveenge N } s i wo l epaaungo mepeeveenge Ng 

s i wo l epaam i m i peeveeng� 

s i wo l epaa m i l ieveeng� 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl. inc 1.  

lpLexcl . 

2p1. 

3p1.  

ldl. incl. 

ldl. excl .  

2dl . 

3dl . 

ltl . incl . 

ltl . excl. 

2tl . 

3tl . 

Other nouns whic h belong t o  this sub-category or c la s s  B l  are for 

instance : s i p e  ' hi s ,  her daug hter ' ,  g i n o ' hi s ,  her son ' ,  p e l i v a n o  ' hi s ,  
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her a h i tdren ( c ollective ) ' ( lsg . p e l i v a n o u ) , n uwo t a a  ' hi s ,  her he a d ' ,  

n u m2.b o ' hi s  beard ' ,  n y i d a  ' hi s ,  her i n s i de be t ty ' ,  etc . 

3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 2 . Sub-Category or Class B2 

This sub-c at egory or c lass  is e s sent ially t he same as Bl , except 

t hat t he final vowe l in t he 3sg . basic form is lon g ,  but bec ome s short 

when a 1 st per son suffix is added to it . Example : 

ny i vau 

ny i vaamu 

ny i vaa 

ny i vaude 

ny i vaungo 

ny i vaam i 

ny i vaa i 

ny i va udy i 

n y i vaungo l e  

ny i vaam i l e  

ny i vaa i l e 

'my aheek ' 

'thy aheek ' 

'his, her, its aheek ' 

etc . 

etc . 

lsg.  

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl . incl . 

lpl .excl .  

2p1 . 

3p1.  

ldl. incl .  

ldl. excl. 

2dl . 

3d1. 

Anot her noun whic h belongs to sub -cat egory or c lass  B2  is for 

instance t o pw2.l e a  ' t ong fin of a fi s h ' ,  i . e .  to pw2.l e a u  ( also to pw2.l e2.u , 

see 3 . 2 . 1 . 4 . ) 'my tong fin ' ( a  fish speaking in a story ) , t o p w2. l e a a m u  

' t hy tong fin ' ,  to pw2.l ea a ' i t s  t ong fin ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 .  Cazeg o�if C 

The basic form o f  nouns belonging t o  Cat egory C ha s no posses sive 

c lass  marker and t he nouns can be used independent ly , wit hout any indi

c at ion of per sonal posses sion . When per sonal posses sion i s  indic ated 

with t hem , possessive suffixes are added t o  t hem . These belong to a 

range o f  different set s .  Some nouns can t ake suffixes of more t han one 

set . Eac h set is characterist ic  of a sUb-category or c lass in C at egory 

C .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 1 .  Sub-Category or Cla s s  C l  

To nouns of the sub-cat egory or c lass  Cl,  - 0  i s  suffixed to indicate 

l sg .  per sonal possession . This - 0  app ears as -yo after - i  and - e  and 

as - wo after - u ,  in acc ordance wit h what has been said in 1 .  about 

gl ides in vowel c luster s .  I n  the other per son s ,  the per son suffixes 

are added t o  t h i s  - 0 ,  and in t he 3rd person in all  number s ,  the - 0  
c hanges t o  - a ,  or - wa aft er - u . Examp le. : 
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nab i I i 

nab i l i yo 

nab i l i yomu 

nab i I i a  

nab i I i yode 

nab i l  i yongo 

nab i I i yom i  

nab i 1 i a i  

nab i l i yody i  

nab i l i yongo l e  

nab i l i yom i l e  

nab i I i a i  I e  

' tongUE ' 

'my tongUE ' 

'thy tOngUE ' 

, his, her, its tongUE ' 

etc . 

nab i l i yode l e  } 
nab i l i yode depeeveenge 

nab i l i yongo mapeeveenge N } 
nab i l  i yongo mepeeveenge Ng 

nab i l  i yom i m i peeveeng� 

nab i l i a mi I iyeveeng� 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl . 1ncl . 

lpl . excl . 

2p1.  

3p1. 

ldl . 1ncl. 

ldl. excl.  

2dl . 

3dl . 

ltl . 1ncl. 

ltl. excl . 

2t1.  

3t1.  

Ot her nouns whi c h  belong to  sUb-category or c lass  C l  are for 

inst ance : g i p i  ' br o t her - i n - Law ' ,  i . e .  g i p i y o ' my b r o t he r - i n - Law ' ;  s i p i 

' s i s t er - i n - Law ' ,  i . e .  s i p i y o 'my s i s t er - i n - Law ' ;  n e n u  ' womb ' ,  i . e .  

n e n uwo 'my womb ' ,  n e n uwa ' he r  womb ' ;  nwo s i ' tribe ' ,  i . e .  nwo s i y o 'my 

tribe ' ;  mwo I i ' eggs ' ,  i .  e .  nwo I i yo 'my eggs (which I Laid) ' ( a  b ird 

speaking in a myt h) ; n�l u ' dance de cora t io n ' ,  i . e .  n a l uwo 'my dance 
d e cora t i o n ' ,  n a l uwa ' hi 8  dan ce decoration ' ,  et c .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 2 .  Sub-Category or Class C2 

To nouns of t he sub-category or c la s s  C2 , - e y o  is sufixed to  ind i cat e 

lsg . personal posses sion . 

are added t o  t h i s  - e yo . 

t o  - ea .  Example : 

In t he o t her per son s ,  the person suffixe s 
In t he 3rd person in all number s ,  - e y o  c hanges 

kupu 'sweUing ' 

kupueyo 'my swe Uing ' lsg. 

kupueyomu 'thy sweUing ' 2sg. 

kupuea ' ms, her, its sweUing ' 3sg. 

kupueyode etc .  lpl . 1ncl. 

kupueyongo lpl. excl. 

kupueyomi 2p1. 

kupueyo i 3p1 .  
etc .  
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Ot her nouns whic h belong to t his sub-category or c lass  C2 are for 

inst ance : p i  p i  'diarrhoea ' ,  i . e . p i p i e yo 'my di arrhoea ' ;  n y i n a a 'power ' ,  

i . e .  n y i n a a e y o  'my power ' ,  et c .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 3 .  Sub-Category or C lass C3 

This sub-category or c lass  C 3  is es sent ially the same as  C 2 ,  except 

t hat in t he 3rd person in all numb er s ,  - e y o  changes to - a  or opt ionally 

to  - (y } o wa 'V - (y ) o a ,  and aft er - u ,  - 0 ,  optionally ( see 1 . ) to  - wa 'V - a . 

Examp l e : 

p�'pu 

p�ueyo 

p�'pueyomu 

p�ua 'V p�uwa 

p�ueyode 

p� ueyongo 

p�ueyom i 

p�ua i 'V p�uwa i 

'vagina ' 

'my vagina ' 

, thy vagina ' 

'her, its vagina ' 

etc . 

etc .  

Isg. 

2sg . 

3sg. 

Ipl . 1ncl. 

Ipl . excl . 

2pl. 

3P1 .  

Anot her noun whic h belong s t o  sub-cat egory or class C 3  i s  for 

instance : s i g i l a i  ' ma �e;  husband ' ,  i . e . s i g i l a i e y o  'my h usband ' ,  

s i g i l a i a ( 'V  s i g i l a i y o ( w ) a )  ' he r  husband ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 4 .  Sub-Category or Class C 4  

To nouns of t he sub-cat egory o r  c lass C4 , - e yo u i s  suffixed t o  

ind i c at e  I sg .  per sonal possession . In t he 1st person of t he o t her num

b e r s ,  t he per son suffixes are added t o  t h i s  - e y o u . In the 2nd per son 

in all number s ,  t he - u  is droppe d and t he per son suffixes are added t o  

- e y o . I n  t he 3rd person in all number s ,  - e you c hanges t o  - e a  ( somet ime s 

also t he forms - e yowa 'V - e y o a  and -owa 'V - o a  are found ) ,  which alter 

nat e s  with -wa 'V - a  after final - u  and - 0 .  Example : 

a l angenao 'wart ' 

a l angenaoeyou 'my wart ' Isg.  

a l angenaoeyomu 'thy wart ' 2sg.  
a l angen aoea 'V 'his, her, its wart ' 3sg. 

a l angen a ( ey ) o (w) a 

a l angenaoeyoude etc .  Ipl. incl. 

a l ange naoeyoungo Ipl . excl.  

a l angen aoeyom i 2p1. 
a l angenaoea i 'V 3P1. 

a l angena(ey ) o (w) a i  

a l angenaoeyoudy i Idl . incl . 
etc .  
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O t her nouns which belong t o  sub-c at egory or class C4 are for 

instanc e :  d a n y o  'a part of som e t hing ( not  the one whi c h  has already 

been referred t o ) ' ,  i . e . d a n y o e y o u  ' a  part of me ' ,  d a n yo e a  � d a n y o ( w ) a 

' a  part of i t ' ;  n u p w a n u u p e  ' k i dne y ' ,  i . e .  n u pw a n u u p e e y o u  'my k i dney ' ,  

n u pw a n u u p e a  � n u p wa n u u p e ( e y ) o (w } a ' hi s ,  her, i t s  k i dney ' ;  t e p a y a ko ko 

' in t erna l s tomao h ' ,  i . e . t e p a y a k o k o y eou 'my interna l s t om a oh ' ,  

t e p a y a ko ko ( w ) a ' hi s ,  he r ,  i t s  i n t erna l s toma oh ' ,  et c .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 5 .  Sub-Category or Cla s s  C5 

This sub-cat egory or c lass  C 5  is simi lar to  C4 , but t he l s g .  per 

sonal possession suffix i s  - ( y ) o u whi c h  in the 3rd person , c hanges to  

- ea whic h freely alt ernates wit h - ( y ) o wa and - a  ( whic h  can be  - wa after 

- 0 ,  - u ) . Example : 

kokope 

kokopeyou 

kokopeyomu 

kokopeea � kokopeyowa 
� kokopea 

kokopeyoude 

kokopeyoungo 

kokopeyom i 

kokopeea i � kokopeyowa i 
� kokopea i 

' lwzg ' 

'my lwzg (s) ' 

'thy lWlg( s) , 

'his, her, its lwzg (s) ' 

etc .  

etc . 

lsg. 

2sg . 

3sg. 

lpl. incl.  

lpl . excl. 

2p1 .  

3P1 .  

Ot her nouns whic h b e l ong to  sUb-cat egory o r  c l a s s  C 5  are for 

instance : n e p e  ( l it . moo n )  in the meaning of ' mens trua t i o n ' ,  i . e .  

n e p e y o u 'my menstrua t i o n ' ,  n e p e ea � n e p e y owa � n e p e a  ' he r ,  i t s  mens tru

a ti o n ' ! neve ' bone (in one ' s  body ) ' ,  i . e .  neveyou 'my bone (in my bo dy ) ' ,  

n e v e e a  � n e v eyowa � n e v e a  ' hi s ,  her, i t s  bone ( i n  the body ) ' ( n e v e  

' bone ( i n  one ' s  bo dy ) ' opt ionally also belongs to  sub-category or class 

C 1 0 ,  i . e .  n e v e n g u ' my bone ' ) ,  et c .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 6 .  Sub-Category or Cla s s  C6 

To nouns of the sub -cat egory or class C6 , - ( y ) a a u  i s  su ffixed to 

indicat e  lsg . personal p o s s e s s ion . The manner in whi c h  the posse ss ive 

suffixe s are added to this - { y ) a a u  i s  ident ical to what can be observed 

with nouns of c lass Bl  ( see  3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 1 . ) .  Examp le : 
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temenge Ng 'skull (of living person 
or animal) ' 

temeng eyaau 'my skull ' Isg. 

temengeyaamu 'thy skul l ' 2sg. 

temengeyaa 'his, her, its skul l ' 3sg. 

temengeyaaude etc . Ipl . 1ncl .  

t emeng eyaaungo Ipl . excl .  

temengeyaam i 2p1 . 

temengeyaa i 3pl . 

temengeyaaudy i Idl . 1ncl . 
etc . 

Anot her noun whi c h  belongs to sub-category or class c 6  is for 

inst anc e : t e p e k e  N ' s k u l l (of a dead p er son or anima l ) ' ,  i . e .  t e p e k e y a a u  

'my s k u l l '  ( said b y  a sp irit o f  a dead man in a story ) , t e p e k e y a a  ' hi s ,  

her, i t s sku Z Z ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 7 .  Sub-Category or Class C 7  

Nouns of t he sub-cat egory o r  c lass C7 have t h e  fina l vowe l  -� when 

t hey ar e used independent ly . When per sonal po ssession is indicated 

with t hem , t he -� i s  replac ed by - a a u  for t he I sg . , with this - a a u  

und ergo ing c hanges a s  with nouns o f  t he sub-c ategorie s or classes c 6  

and Bl . Example :  

d e l a 'blood ' 

d e l aau 

d e l aamu 

d e l aa 

del aaude 

d e l aaungo 

del aam i 

d e l aa i 

de l aa ud y i  

'my (body 's) blood ' 

'thy (body 's) blood ' 

'his, her, its blood ' 

etc .  

etc . 

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 8 . Sub-Category or Class C B  

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl . incl .  

Ipl . excl .  

2p1 . 

3P1 .  

Idl. 1ncl. 

To noun s of t he sub-category or c lass  c 8 ,  - 1 0  i s  suffixed to indicat e  

I sg .  per sonal posses sion . I n  the other persons , the per son suffixes 
are added to this - 1 0 .  In t he 3rd per son 1n all number s ,  - 1 0  c hanges 

to - l a .  Example :  
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nw�u 'vulva ' 

nw�u l o  'my vulva ' 

nw�u l omu ' thy vulva ' 

nw� u l a  'her, its vulva ' 

nw�u l ode etc .  

nw�ul ongo 

nw� u l om i  

nw�u l a i  
etc . 

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 9 . Sub-Category or Class C9 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl . incl .  

lpl .excl . 

2pl . 

3p1 . 

To nouns of t he sub-c ategory o f  c l a s s  C 9 ,  - l u  is suffixed to indi

c at e  l sg .  personal possession . 'In t he o t her per sons ,  t he per son 

suffixe s are added to t hi s  - l u . In the 3rd per son in all number s ,  - l u 

changes to - l a o  Example : 

ny i i ve 

ny i ive l  u 

n y i  i ve l umu 

ny i i v e l a  

ny i i ve l  ude 

ny i i ve l ungo 

ny i ive l  un i 
ny i i ve l a i  

' 8pirit of dead' 
'my 8pirit ' ( said by a 
dead man in a myth) 

' thy 8pirit '  

'hi8, her, its 8pirit '  

etc .  

etc .  

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl . incl. 

lpl . excl. 

2pl . 

3p1 . 

n y i i v e ' 8p i r i t  of dead ' opt ionally a l so b e longs to sub-cat egory or 

class Cl ( see 3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 1 . ) ,  L e . n y i i v e y o  'my 8pir i t ' ,  n y i i v e a  ' hi 8, 

her, i t s  8p iri t ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 1 0 .  Sub-Category or Class C 1 0  

To nouns of t he sUb-cat egory or class C1 0 ,  - n g u  is  suffixed t o  

ind ica t e  l sg .  personal posses sion . In t he ot her per sons , t he person 

suffixes are added to t hi s  - n g u .  In t he 3rd per son in all number s ,  

- ng u  c hange s t o  - n g a .  Wit h nouns ending in -�, this -� changes t o  - 0  
before t he po s s e s s ive suffixe s of  sub-category or class C1 0 .  Example : 
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neve 

neveng u 

nevengumu 

nevenga 

neveng ude 

neveng ungo 

neveng lITl i 
nevenga l  

S . A. WURM 

'bone (in one 's body) ' 

'my bone ' 

'thy bone ' 

'his, her, its bone ' 

etc . 

etc .  

( see al so  3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 5 . ) 

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl. incl. 

Ipl .excl. 

2pl. 

3p1 . 

Anot her noun which belongs to sUb-c ategory or c lass  C I O  i s  for 

inst anc e : n um o b� ' ho L e ,  opening ' ,  i . e .  n um o b o n g u 'my open ing (on my 

body ) ' .  

3 . 2 . 1 . 4 .  M�n o� Categ o��e� o� Cla� � e� 

In addition t o  t he nouns belonging t o  t he three main categor ies or 

c la s s e s  described above , a number of Type A nouns are found which show 

various irregularities in t he indic at ion of per sonal possession w it h  

t hem ,  and t herefor e const itut e  minor additional cat egories or c lasses , 

each c on si st ing of one t o  a limited number of member noun s .  The total 

number of t hese addit ional categorie s or classes ha s not yet been 

det ermined , but it may be considerable . A few may be ment ioned here : 

One of t he se cat egories or c lasses i s  const ituted by nouns suc h as 

9 i s i 'my brot her ( man speaking ) ' whi c h  has 9 i s i m u ' thy brot her ' ,  et c . 

but t he irregular forms g i t e for ' hi s  brot her ' ,  g i t e i  ' t heir bro t he r ( s ) ' ,  

et c .  Similarly , s i s i  'my s i s ter ( woman speaking ) ' shows s i t e ' her 

s i s ter ' ,  i b e s i 'my fri end ' shows i b e t e  ' h i s, her, its ( m .  or f . ) 
fr iend ' ,  etc . 

' Leg ' belongs t o  anot her suc h category or c lass : n u k u  i s  'my Leg ' 

whi c h  shows t he regular n u k u m u  ' t hy L eg ' ,  et c .  but ' hi s, her , i t s  L eg ' 

i s  n y i ke,  ' t he i r  L eg ( s ) ' is n y i k e i , et c .  

Anot her such cat egory or class is const itut ed by g i n u w o u  'my bro t her 

( woman speaking ) ' which large ly funct ions as i f  it be longed to  sub

cat egory or class Bl ( see 3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 1 . ) and has for instance regular 

g i n u wom u for ' t hy brother ' .  However , ' her brother ' is g i n uwe , not 

9 i n u wo as would be expec t ed if t he word were regular . 'My s i s ter ( man 

speaking ) ' belong s t o  t he same c ategory or c lass : it is s i wo u , and 

' t hy s i s t er ' is s i wom u ,  but ' hi s  s i s t e r ' is s i we . Anot her example i s  

n y i g i l o u 'my tai L ' ( a dog speaking i n  a story ) , whic h  has n y i g i l om u  

' t hy ta i L ' ,  but n y i g i l e for ' i t s  ta i L ' .  
' S k i n ' be longs t o  anot her suc h  category or class : l ag e  i s  ' s kin ' ,  

and 'my skin ' is l a g e y o u  which would make thi s noun a member of sub-
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cat egory or c lass  C 5  ( see  3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 5 . ) .  However , t he 3 sg .  per sonal 

po s se ssive shows - o u  > - 9 ,  i .  e .  ' h i s ,  her, i t s  s k in ' is 1 a g e ,  ' t heir 

skin ' is l ag e i , et c .  

' Face ' const itut e s  anot her suc h c ategory or c l as s : n y i v a d o l a a u  or 

n y i v a d o l a u is 'my fa ce ' ,  whi c h  ha s n y i v a d o l a a m u  or n y i v a d o l am u  for 

' t hy fa ce ' ,  but ' hi s ,  her, i t s  fa ce ' is only n y i v a d o l a .  

' Pubic hair ' belongs to anot her suc h  category or c l a s s : nw a n u p u l 0  

i s  'my p ubic hair ' and ' hi s, her, i t s  p ub i c  hair ' i s  n w a n u p u l e  inst ead 

of t he r egular n w a n u p u l a  ( se e  3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 1 . ) .  

The words for ' fin ' c onst itut e  anot her suc h cat egory or c lass in 

one o f  t he ir opt ional varieties ( for t he other one o f  ' �ong fin ' see 

3 . 2 . 1 . 2 . 2 . ) :  ' �ong fin ' and ' back fi n '  are t o p w�l e�u in t he I sg .  per

sonal posse ssive form ( a  fi s h  speaking in a story ) . ·  

The -�- c bange s t o  - a a - in all persons except t he 1st per son , i . e .  

topw�l e�u 

topw�l eaamu 

topw�l eaa 

topw�l e�ude 

topw�l e�ungo 

topw�l eaam i 

topw�l eaa i  

topw�l e�udy i 

'my �ong fin ' 

' thy �ong fin ' 

'its �ong fin ' 

etc . 

etc . 

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl. incl. 

Ipl . excl.  

2pl. 

3pl . 

Idl . incl .  

Similarly , ' m y  fin ( in genera l ) ' is to pwa l e�u ( also t o pw a l e a u ) , 

' t hy fin ' i s  t o p w a l e a am u , and ' i t s  fin ' ,  topwa l e a a . 

Another such c ategory or class  is constitut ed by n y i b e l  i ' tapa 

c � o t h  wrapping of a corp s e ' :  'my wrapping ' i s  n y  i be 1 i y o  whic h  would 

make t hi s  noun a member of sub-cat egory or c lass C l  ( see  3 . 2 . 1 . 3 . 1 . ) .  

However , in all forms except the I sg . , - 1  i c hanges t o  - I e , i . e .  

ny i be l i yo 'my wrapping ' Isg. 

ny i be 1 eyomu ' thy wrapping ' 2sg. 

ny i be l ea 'his, her, its wrapping , 3sg. 

ny i be l eyode etc . Ipl. incl. 

ny i be l eyongo Ipl.excl .  

ny i be l eyomu 2p1 . 

ny i be l ea i  3p1. 
etc . 

There are apparent l y  quit e a few more such additional categorie s 

or c la s se s .  
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3 . 2 . 2 .  Ty pe B N o u n s  

The nouns belonging to  Type B ,  i . e .  nouns wit h whic h per sonal pos

se s s ion i s  expressed t hrough s eparate posses sive c lass  marker s t o  whi c h  

t he per son marker s are suffixed , belong to  at least eight cat egories 

or c lasses , re ferred t o  here as  Posses sive Classes . It i s  possible 

t hat addit i onal , as  yet unrecogni sed , possessive classes of t h i s  kind 

may exist in t he language . 

3 . 2 . 2 . 1 .  G e ne�al Po� � e� � io n Po�� e� � iv e Cla�� 

Nouns belonging to  t his posses sive class indicat e  items whi c h  

do n o t  belong t o  one o f  t he ot her seven establi shed posses sive c l a s s e s  

o f  t ype B nouns . I t ems which belong t o  the general po ssession po sses

sive c la s s  are , for instanc e ,  animals which are not t hought of as  

food ( i . e .  pet s such as dogs , pet birds , inedib le animal s ,  etc . ) ,  

obj ec t s  in nat ure such as  t he sun , moon , stars , wind , rain , c loud s , 

sky , etc . ,  and a l so person s . 

One item can belong t o  different possessive classes ac cording to it s 

purpose and to what i t s  posse ssor want s t o  do wi t h  it . For instance , 

po i 'pig ' ,  t hought of as a pet or an animal in general , belongs to t he 

general po s se ssive class ( po i  n o u  'my p ig ' ) ,  but i f  it is t hought of as 

food , it belongs t o  t he food possessive class ( po i  n u g o  'my pig ' ) .  

N e n u  ' ao a onut ' can belong t o  the general possessive class if it i s  

somet hing t o  hold in one ' s  hand , e . g .  for playing ( n e n u  n o u  'my a o a o 

n ut t ) ,  but t o  t he food posses sive class i f  it  i s  food ( n e n u  n u g o  'my 

a o aonut ' ) ,  and to t he drink possessive class i f  it i s  for drinking 

( n e n u  n umo 'my a o aonut ' ) .  

The possessive c l a s s  marker of t he general posses sion posses sive 

c la s s  i s  n o - .  In t he I sg . , - u  i s  suffixed to it , and n o  + u constitut e s  

t he base to  which t he person suffixes o f  t he non-s ingular 1 s t  per son 

suffixe s  are added .  The base for t he addit ion of t he per son suffixes 

of t he o t her per sons is n o - , 1 .  e .  

nou 'my ' Isg. 

namu 'thy ' 2sg. 
no 'his, her, its ' 3sg. 

noude etc . Ipl. incl.  
noungo Ipl .excl . 
nam i 2p1. 

no i 3P1.  
noudy i Idl. incl .  

noung o l e  Idl.excl. 
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nom i I e  

no i I e  

noud e l e  } noude depeeveeng e 

noungo mapeeveenge N 
noungo mepeeveenge Ng} 

nom i m i peeveeng� 

no mi I ieveeng� 

2dl. 

3dl. 

Itl. incl . 

Itl . excl.  

2tl . 

3tl. 

Example s :  ku l i n o m u  'your dog ' ,  n y i i va no ' hi s  stone ( i n  hi8 hand) ' ,  

n a l e n o u d e  ' o ur s un ' .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 2 .  F o o d  Po� � e� � �v e Cla� � 

Nouns belonging t o  t he food posses sive c lass  indi cate things whic h  

are food ( exc ept edibles suc h  a s  sugarcane whic h have a high liquid 

c ont ent - t hey belong to t he drink po s s e s sive class ) ,  and some obj e c t s  

which are associated wit h food o r  t he obt aining of food , e . g .  some 

baske t s ,  knive s ,  axe s ,  etc . The posse s s ive c la s s  marker s of t he food 

possessive c la s s  are as  follows : 

nugo 

namu 

na 

nade 

nugongo 

nam i 

na i 

nady i 

nugongo l e  

nami I e  

n a i  I e  

'my ' 

' thy ' 

'his, her, its ' 

etc . 

n�de l e  } nade depeeveenge 

nugongo mapeeveenge N } nugongo mepeeveenge Ng 

nam i m i peeveeng� 

na m i l i eveeng� 

Isg.  

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl. incl. 

Ipl. excl. 

2pl. 

3P1 .  

Idl . incl .  

Idl. excl. 

2dl.  

3dl . 

Itl . incl. 

Itl . excl. 

. 2t1 .  

3tl . 

Exampl e s :  n u b o l e n u g o  'my taro (for e a t ing ) ' ,  nwo l i n a d e  ' o ur kniv e s ' ,  

n y i i v a n a  ' hi s  cooking 8tone8 ' ,  n a b w e  n a i ' their digging 8 t i c k s ' .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 3 .  V�� nk Po�� e� ��v e Cla� � 

Nouns belonging t o  this p o s s essive class indicate t hings which are 

pot'able l iquid s ,  or food wit h a high liquid cont ent such as sugarcane , 
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pawpaw ( papaya ) ,  et c .  The posse ssive c lass marker of t he drink pos

se s sive class i s  n umo in l s g .  This i s  t he b a s e  t o  whi c h  t he per son 

suffix es are added in t he 1 st and 2nd per son forms , but n u mo c hanges 

t o  n u mwa as t he 3rd per son base . The po ssessive class markers are 

t here fore as fo llows : 

numo 

n umomu 

numwa 

numode 

numongo 

numom i 

n umwa i 

numody i 

n umongol  e 

numom i I e  

n umwa i  I e  

'my ' 

'thy ' 

'hi8, her, its ' 

etc . 

n umode l e  } numode depeeveenge 

numongo mapeeveenge N } numongo mepeeveenge Ng 

n umom i mi peeveeng� 

numwa i m i l i eveeng� 

lsg. 

2sg.  

3sg. 

lpl . 1ncl . 

lpl.excl. 

2pl . 

3P1. 

ldl . 1ncl. 

ldl . excl. 

2d. 

3d1 .  

ltl.1ncl. 

ltl .excl. 

2t1. 

3tl. 

Examp l e s : nwo i n umo 'my water ( for dr inking ) ' ,  n e n u  n u mwa ' hi 8  coconut 

( for drinking ) ' ,  n�u n um o n g o  ' our ( ex c l . )  8 ugar cane ' .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 4 . B e�ei P066 e6 6 � v e  Cia6 6 

Nouns whic h belong to this posses sive class indicat e bet el nut s and 

t hings used in conne c t ion wit h chewing bet el such as lime , lime con

tainers , lime spat ula s ,  et c .  The posses sive c la s s  marker s of t he bet el 

possessive class are as follows : 

dana 'my ' lsg. 

damu 'thy ' 2sg. 

da 'm8, her, its ' 3sg . 
dade etc .  lpl. 1ncl. 

d�ngopu lpl. excl. 
dam i 2p1. 

da i 3P1. 
dady i ldl. 1ncl. 
d�ngo l e  ldl .excl.  
dam i  I e  2dl. 

da i I e  3dl. 
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dade l e  
dade depeeveenge} Itl . 1ncl.  

dango mapeeveenge N } d�ngo mepeeveenge Ng Itl. excl.  

dam i  m i peeveeng� 2t1 . 

da m i l  i eveeng� 3t1 .  

Examples : n u m a t a p i d�no 'my be te lnut ' ,  n a t o  d a  ' hi s  l im e  con tainer ' ,  

n u p u  d�n g o p u  ' our ( exc l . ) be te l l eaf ' .  

Nouns whic h belong to t his po ssessive class  indicate utensil s ,  tool s ,  

and t hings used for ac hieving some purpo se , suc h  a s  bows , net s ,  adz e s  

for carving , fire , l ies , talks , unl e s s  t hey belong to  t he food po s s e s 

sive c la s s  ( e . g .  kniv e s ,  basket s ,  digging sticks , etc . ,  s e e  3 . 2 . 2 . 2 . ) .  

The possessive c l as s  markers of  t he utensils  possessive class  have t he 

base form n u g u in al l persons except t he 3rd in whic h  it c hanges t o  

n og o :  

nugu 

nugumu 

nogo 

nug ude 

nugungo 

nug um i  

nogo i 

nugudy i 

nug ungol e 

nug um i  I e  

nogo i  I e  

'my ' 

'thy ' 

'his, her, its ' 

etc . 

nugude I e } 
nugude depeeveenge 

nug ungo mapeeveenge N } nugungo mepeeveenge Ng 

nugum i m i peeveeng� 

nogo m i l i eveeng� 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ip1. inc1 . 

Ip1 . exc1. 

2p1 . 

3P1 .  

Id1 . 1nc1 .  

Idl . excl .  

2dl . 

311.  

It1 . 1nc1 . 

It1 . exc1.  

2t1 .  

3t1 .  

Examples : d y a a pw� n ug u  ' m y  b ow ' ,  s a l o ko n o g o  ' h i s  adz e ' ,  s i ng a  n u g u m u  

' yo ur ( sg . ) l i e ' ,  l o pw� n ug u n g o  'our ( exc l . ) s tory ' ,  n y i e u n a  n o g o i ' t he i r  

spe e c h ' ,  n y i e  n u g um i  I e  'your ( d l . )  fir e ' ,  et c .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 6 .  I m m o v able4 and L o ea�io n P0 4 4 e4 4 iv e Cla4 4 

Nouns whic h belong to thi s possessive c la s s  indicat e t hings whi c h  

a r e  loc ated somewhere ,  and which are not movabl e ,  such as is lands , 

val leys , hil l s ,  or which are not normally moved while 'they are what 

t hey are , e . g .  house s ,  trees , etc . The po ssessive c lass  marker s o f  t he 

immovab les and loc at ion possessive c lass  are as fo llows : 
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to 

tomu 

ta 

to de 

tongo 

tom i 

ta i 

tody i 

tongo l e 

tom i I e  

ta i I e  

'my ' 

'thy ' 

'his, 

etc . 

tode l e  } tode depeeveenge 

her, 

tonga mapeeveenge N } 
tongo mepeeveenge Ng 

tom i m i peeveeng� 

ta i mi I i eveeng� 

its ' 

S . A .  WORM 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl . incl.  

lpl .excl. 

2pl. 

3Pl.  

ldl. incl .  

ldl . excl.  

2dl . 

3dl . 

ltl .incl. 

ltl .excl.  

2tl . 

3t1. 

Examp l e s : n w o p w a  to 'my hous e ' ,  t emo t u  t a i  ' their i s 'Land ' ,  n u m o b a  t o n g o  

'our ( exc l . )  va 'L 'Ley ' ,  n y e n a a  tom i 'your ( p l . ) tre e ' .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 7 .  F L OWER ANV F R U I T  POSS ESS I V E  C LASS 

Nouns belonging to t hi s  posses sive class indic at e  flowers and fruit 

( as long as t he latter do not belong to  t he food clas s ,  see 3 . 2 . 2 . 2 . ) .  

The p o s s e s sive c l a s s  marker s of t he flower and fruit posses sive class 

seem t o  b e  t he pos se ss ive c lass  marke rs of t he general po s s e s sion class 

no- , etc .  ( see 3 . 2 . 2 . 1 . ) ,  with t he t hing and non-per son noun c l ass  

marker d e - ( Wurm 1 9 8 1b ) prefixed to  it : 

denou 

denomu 

dena 

denoude 

denoungo 

denom i 

den o i  

denoudy i 

denoung o l e  

denom i I e  

deno i I e  

'my ' 

'thy '  

'his, her, its ' 

etc . 

denoude l e  } denoude depeeveenge 

denoungo mapeeveenge N } denoungo mepeeveenge Ng 

lsg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

lpl. incl. 

lpl. excl. 

2pl. 

3Pl.  

ldl. incl. 

ldl. excl. 

2dl . 

3dl.  

ltl. incl. 

ltl . excl . 
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denom i m i peeveeng� 

denoi  m i l i eveeng� 

2tl .  

3t1 .  

Example s :  n u pwa d e n o u  ' m y  fLower ' ,  nuwa d e n a  ' hi s  frui t (not for eating ) ' .  

3 . 2 . 2 . 8 .  Wound Po � � e���v e Cla�4 

Nouns belonging to t h i s  possessive class ind i cate wounds and sore s . 

The possessive class marker of t he wound class seems t o  be t he deict ic 

verbal n g �- which indic ate s  t hat somet hing i s  de st ined for someone , is 

for someone ( e . g .  n g�g u ' i t  i s  for me ' ) .  The forms of t he possessive 

class marker s of t he wound c l a s s  are as fol lows : 

ng�gu 

ng�g umu 

ng�go 

ng�gude 

ng�gungo 

ng�gum i  

ng�go i 

ng�g udy i 

ng�g ungo l e  

ng�g um i  I e  

ng�go i I e  

'my ' 
'thy ' 

'his, her, its ' 

etc .  

ngag ude l e  } ng�ude depeeveenge 

ng�gungo mapeeveenge N } 
ng�g ungo mepeeveenge Ng 

ng�g um i  m i peeveeng� 

ng�go i m i l i eveeng� 

Isg. 

2sg. 

3sg. 

Ipl. incl. 

Ipl. excl.  

2p1.  

3P1 .  

Idl. incl. 

Idl . excl. 

2dl . 

3dl . 

It 1 .  inc 1 .  

Itl .excl. 

2tl .  

3tl . 

Examples : n y e bwa l i n g �g u  'my wound ' ,  n y e t o pwa l u  n g �g u  'my ( Larg e )  sore,  

t he sore par t of me ' .  

3 . 2 . 3 .  Ty p e  C N o u n s  

Wit h one o f  t he t ypes o f  t he range o f  verbal nouns i n  Aiwo , per sonal 

posse ssion is indicat e d  t hrough t he verb sub j e c t  suffix es whic h  are very 

similar to t he per son suffixes given in 2 . , + spec ial verbal noun pos

ses sive suffixes of  which some appear t o  be formally t he same as t he 

construct possessive c l a s s  suffixes ( see 3 . 3 . ) ,  though wit h  verbal 

noun s ,  t he ir forms appear to be d etermined by t he person of t he pos

se s sor rat her t han by t he factors ob served with construct possessive 

c lasse s in general ( see 3 . 3 . ) .  Suc h verbal nouns have t he pre fix n y e 

and c ont ain t he real is progre ssive aspect pr efix k i - � k u - .  With many 
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o f  t hese verb al nouns , n y e - i s  t he nouh class prefix n y e l - of the 

locat ion noun class ( Wurm 1 9 8 1b ) . Wit h others , it is t he general 

verbal noun class pre fix n y e 2 - indicat ing the manner of doing somet hing . 

An examp le is n y e k u l u n o n g a  'my hear t ' ( verbal noun pre fix n y e l - -

rea l i s  progre s sive aspect prefix - ' Z ive ' - lsg . subj ect suffix - verbal 

noun po s s e s sive suffix 1st per son singular and non-singular inclusive , 

l it . ' t he p Zace where I am a Z i v e  a Z Z  the time ' ) .  The range of forms 

i s : 

Verb sub j ect suffix Verbal noun possessive suffix 

-no -nga lsg. 

-mu -a 2sg. 

-9 - na 3sg. 

-de -nga lpl. incl . 

-ngo -pwa ('" -nga) lpl. excl. 

-m i -a 2pl . 

- i  I "  - a 3P1. 

-dy i - nga ldl . incl. 

-ngo l e  -na ldl . excl. 

-m i I e  - na 2dl. 

- i  I e  -na 3dl. 

-de l e  - na 
depeeveenge} ltl . incl. -de -nga 

-ngo .p� mapeeveeng a N } ltl . excl.  - ngo -pwa mepeeveenge Ng 

-m i -a m i peeveeng2,. 2tl . 

- i - I a  m i l  i eveeng2,. 3t1. 

It c an be seen t hat t he posses sive suffixe s are as follows : 

- n g a  wit h l sg . , ldl . inc l ,  lp l . inc l . ,  l t l . in c l .  posses sor 

- a  wit h  2 s g . , 2p l . , 2 t l . posse ssor 

- n a wit h 3sg . possessor and wit h all d l .  (and lt l . inc l . l  

numbers containing t he dl . suffix - I e  

I ·· - a wit h 3pl . , 3tl . posse ssor 

- pwa wit h lpl . exc l . , lt l . exc l .  possessor 

Examp le s :  n y e k u l umwa « n y e k u l um u - a )  ' thy heart ' ,  n y e k u l u d e l e n a  ' o ur 

t hre e ' s  ( inc l . )  hear t s ' ;  n y e k i v a do l a n o ng a  'my appe arance ' ( verbal noun 

prefix n y e 2 - ;  lit . the manner of my appearing a Z Z  the t ime ) ,  
n y e k i v a d o l 2,.m i y a  « n y e k i v a d o l 2,.m i - a )  'your ( p l . )  appearance ' ( t he verb i s  

v a d o l a  ( - I a  > - 1 2,.) ' to appear, to Z o o k  Z i ke ' ) ;  n y e k i v e b i n o n g a  'my wai s t ,  

f l an k ' (verbal noun pre fix n y e l - ;  lit . the p la ce whe r e  I ha b i t ua Z l y 
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pu t a b e L t  on ) ,  n y e k i v e b i n g o l e n a  ' our two ' s  ( excl . )  wai s t s ' ( t he verb 

is v e b i ' to p u t  a b e L t  on ' ) ;  n y e k i - i  i e n o n g a  'my Ladder ' ( verbal noun 

prefix n y e 1 - ;  lit . t he p La a e  wher e  I ha bi tua L L y step on s om e t h i ng ) ,  

n y e k i - i i e n a  ' hi s  Ladder ' ( t he verb i s  i i e ' to step on som e thing ' ) ,  e t c . 

3 . 3 .  THE C O NSTRUCT POSS ESS I V E  NOUN C LASS S YST EM 

3 . 3 . 1 .  One  I t em P o s s e s s i n g Anot h e r  

The possession of a person o r  t hing which i s  indic ated b y  a noun , 

by someone or somet hing whic h i s  al so denot ed by a noun,  i s  expre ssed 

in Aiwo as  fol lows : 

3 . 3 . 1 . 1 .  Type A N o u n¢ 

A t ype A noun ( see 3 . 2 . 1 . )  indicat ing a pos sessed item appear s in 

t he 3rd per son possessed form ,  and the noun indicat ing t he possessor 

follows it , e . g . n y i m a s i n g e d� ; t he hand of the woman ' ,  n u wo t a a  s i me 

e n g e  ' t he head of t h i s  per son ' .  

3 . 3 . 1 . 2 .  Typ e  8 N o un¢ 

The noun indicat ing t he possessed item is placed first , followed 

by t he 3 s g .  form of t he posse s s ive class marker of the pos se s s ive c lass  

t o  whi c h  that noun belongs , and t he noun indicat ing t he po sses sor is 

added , e . g .  k u l i n o  s i m e  e�n g �  ' t he dog of t ha t  person ' ,  n y i i b a n o g o  

i s o ' t he ba s k e t  of m y  mo t her ' .  n w o i n umwa k u l i ' t he wa t e r  o f  t h e  dog 

(for i t s dri n k ) ' .  

3 . 3 . 1 . 3 .  Type C N o un¢ 

I f ,  in a construct , t he noun indic at ing the po s s e s sed item is a 

verbal noun of t he t ype discus sed above in 3 . 2 . 3 . , it appear s without 

t he verbal noun po s s e s sive suffix , and the noun denot ing t he posse ssor 

fo llows . If t he noun denot ing t he po ssessor is it sel f subj ect to per

sonal p o s s e s s ion ( e . g .  in ' t he heart of MY fa t he r ' ) ,  the verbal noun 

possessive suffix indicat ing t he per son of t h i s  per sonal posses sion i s  

added t o  t he per sonal possession marker whi c h  it self appear s wit h  t he 

noun denot ing t he pos se ssor . Examples : n y e k u l u  s i m e  e n g e  ' t he hear t 

of t h i s  person ' .  n y e k u l u  t u m omwa « t umomu mwa l ' t he he ar t of t hy fa ther ' .  

n y e k i v e b i t um o n g o pwa ' t he b e L t  of our ( exc l . )  fa ther ' ,  n y e k i v a do l �  

t um o n g a  ' t he appearanae of my fa t her ' .  n y e k i - i i ee i g i s i n g a  ' t he Ladder s  

of my bro t her (man speaking ) ' .  
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3 . 3 . 2 .  T wo I t em s B e l o n g i ng Tog e t h e r  

S it uat ions i n  whic h t he relat ionship between t he two it ems referred 

to by t wo noun s  in a c onst ruct relationship is not one of one item 

actual ly possessing t he o t her , but one in whic h t he nouns either refer 

to items whic h  b elong t oget her or form a unit , or re fer to something 

whic h is in reality a single item, are expre ssed in Aiwo in a variety 

o f  way s .  

3 . 3 . 2 . 1 .  Ju xzapo� izio nal C o n� z4ucz Po� � e� � iv e  N o u n  Cla� � 

Two nouns in j uxtaposition may refer t o  sit uat ions in whi c h  t he two 

nouns t ogether denote a single it em only, and one of the nouns i s  used 

e i t her figurat ivel y ,  or by way of explanat ion , with t he noun t hus used 

const itut ing vaguely t he po s se ssor of t he item referred to by t he other 

noun , e . g .  pw�p u nwo l ' dragonfLy ' ( lit . virgin of the wa t e r ) ,  n y i l u u 

n y i b e  'my e y e Las h ' ( lit . the hair of my ey e ) ,  n y i l u u  t a i g o ' e y ebrow ' 

( li t . hair of the e y e brow , but t a i g o is never used alone for ' e y ebrow ' ) ,  

n y i p a a  n a t e  ' a  c hip o f  fir e wo od, a fir ewood c hi p ' ( n y i p a a  ' a  c hi p ,  a 

sma L L  piece cut off from s om e t hing ' ,  n a t e ' firewoo d ' ) ,  n y i m a a  b o b�g o 

' w h i t e  ant ne s t ' ( n y i m a a  ' ne s t ' ,  b o b�g o 'white ant ' ) ,  n y i l e y a a  n y i d e i  

' r ipp L e s  (on wate r ) ' ( n y i l e y a a  ' L in e s  or mar k s  of a curre n t ' ,  n y i d e i  ' a  

current ' ) ,  t a b u t e p a a  ' a  na i L ' ( t a b u  ' arrow ' ,  t e p a a  ' iron ' ,  but an ' i ron 

arrow ' i s  t a b u  wa t e p a a ,  see 3 . 3 . 2 . 2 . ) .  

3 . 3 . 2 . 2 .  Ba� e ,  Backg40und 04 M az e4ial C o n� �ucz Po� � e� � i v e  Noun Cla�� 

The marker of this c on st ruc t p o s se ssive noun class is a whi c h  i s  

placed between t wo nouns whic h are in a construct relat ionship with 

each ot her . When t he first noun ends in -u  or - 0 ,  t hi s  a usua l ly c hanges 

t o  wa ( or y a  after - u u ) . A construct ion cont ain ing a indicat e s  t hat t he 

it em d enoted by t he second noun const itut e s  t he b ase or bac kground , or 

somet hing o f  importance for t he exi st ence o f ,  the item referred t o  by 

t he first noun . This inc ludes s ituat ions in which t he second noun indi

c a t e s  t he material from whic h t he item referred to by t he first noun is 

made o f .  Example : mw�l u w a  nwopwa 'mi ddLe of the ho use ' ,  t omwa k i  a 

n u k u m u  ' a  sore of ( i . e .  o n )  t hy Leg ' ,  s�l o ko wa n e d u  'my j aw ' ( l it .  

adze of my mouth ) ,  n a b l e l �  a nwo pwa ' L a dder of the house ' ,  s a p u l a u w a  

n u u m a  ' t h e  men ' s  house of t h e  vi L Lage ' ,  n e v e  a t o p�pwa a g o  ' hi s  shou Lder 

b Lade ' ( lit . t he bone of the upper par t of his bac k ) , uu ya nwopwa ' th e  

upp er par t of t he hou s e ' ,  nwopwa a n y l i v a ' s tone hou s e ,  h o u s e  (bui L t )  
o f  s t one ' ,  et c .  
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3 . 3 . 2 . 3 .  Pu�po4 e o� A44�g nm en� C o n4 ��uc� P04 4 e4 4 � v e  N o u n  Cla4 4 

The marker of t his const ruct po ssessive noun class i s  n a .  In a 

construc t i on cont aining n a ,  the item referred t o  by t he second noun 

spec ifies t he purpose or part icular role , or assignment to a part icular 

cat egory , of t he item denoted by t he fir st noun . Example s : n u p o  na s i  i 

'a fi s h  n e t ' ( lit . a n e t  of fi s h ,  i . e .  a ' n e t  for the p urpose of catching 

fi s h ) , n u po n a  d e k um wa n g e 'mo squito n e t ' ( l it . a ne t of mosqui to , i . e . 

a n e t  for the purp08e of ke eping m08qui toe 8 away ) ,  m e v a  n a  s i n g e d� ' a  

woman ' s  babie 8 ' ( lit . babies of woman , i . e . ba b i e s  i n  who s e  production 

a woman p Z ay8 a par ticu Zar r o Z e ) ,  nwo s i n a  n wo l i ' a  kind of knife ' 

( i . e .  a ca tegory a 8 s i g n e d  to t he conc e p t  of ' kn ife ' ) , et c .  

3 . 3 . 2 . 4 .  Ve��va�� o n  o� R e4 ul� C o n4 ��uc� P04 4 e4 4 � v e  Noun Cla4 4 

The marker of t h i s  construct possess ive noun cla ss i s  l a . In a 

construct ion cont aining l a , t he it em referred to by t he first noun 

const itut e s  somet hing derived from , or result ing from , t he item indica

ted by t he second noun . Example : n wo i l a  n y e n a a  ' tree sap ' ( l it .  water 

of the tree ) ,  nwo i l a  s a po l o  'pawpaw j uice ' ( l it . water of pawpaw ) .  

It seems likely t hat ad dit ional construct possessive noun classes 

exist in Aiwo , but t he evidence for t hem i s  as  yet inconclus ive . 

3 . 4 .  CONC LUVING R EMARKS \ 
Though t he complex po sses sive c lass  sys t ems in Aiwo , and what has 

been discussed here of t he per son marking sy stem in i t ,  most ly refle c t  

Austrone sian princ ip le s ,  t heir very complexity is at ypical of most o f  

t he Austrones ian languages o f  Melane s i a .  Some of t h e  featur e s , e . g .  

t hose conne c t ed wit h t he indicat ion of personal posses sion wit h t ype C 

nouns ( see 3 . 2 . 3 . ) ,  are not typic ally Aust rone sian . The un-Austrones ian 

and in some instanc e s , t ypically East Papuan Phylum ( see 1 . ) ,  c haracter
istics o f  Aiwo are muc h more st rongly in evidenc e in it s comp lex noun 

class system whic h has been di scus sed el sewhere (Wurm 1 98 1b ) in some 

detai l ,  in i t s  verb structure , and in it s semant ic featur e s . 
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