
THE RELAT I ONSHI P  OF VERB AFF IXATI ON AND 

CLAUSE STRUCTURE I N  MURI NBATA 

C h e s t e r  S .  S t r e e t  

O.  A B B R E V I A T I O NS 

a-pa l .  

Appo s . 

Ben . 

Caus . 

Co-ord . 

Dem . 

du o 

e xc l .  

f .  

gen . 

hab . 

imp . 

inc l .  

Inst r .  

int err . 

Int err . 

Intran s . 

10 

IVP 

Lit . 

Loc . 

m .  

Mod . 

NC 

NM 

alveo-palatal 

Apposit i onal 

Bene fac t ive 

Causat ive 

Co-ordinat e 

Demonstrat ive 

dual 

exc lus ive 

female 

generic 

habitual 

imperat ive 

inclusive 

Inst rument 

int errogative 

Int errogat ive 

Intran s it ive 

Indirect Obj e c t  

Intransit ive Verb Phra se 

Lit e rally 

Loc ative 

mal e  

Modi fied 

Noun C la s s  

Number Marker 

8 3 

Street, C.S. "The Relationship of Verb Affixation and Clause Structure in Murinbata". In Street, C., Geytenbeek, H., Glasgow, K. and Garner, M. editors, Papers in Australian Linguistics No. 12. 
A-58:83-119. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1980.   DOI:10.15144/PL-A58.83 
©1980 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



8 4  THE RELATIONSHIP OF VERB AFFIXATION AND CLAUSE STRUCTURE I N  MURINBATA 

NP 

0 
P .  

pc . 

Per . 

pI . 

Po s s . 

Pr o 

Pre d .  

re f .  

sb . 

sg . 

subj unc . 

t .  

Tran s . 

TVP 

VP 

1 .  I NT RO D U C T I O N 

Noun Phra se 

Obj ect 

Phrase 

paucal 

P eriphe ry 

p lural 

Po s s e s s ive 

Predi c at e  

Predicate 

reflexive 

s ibl ing 

singular 

subj un ctive 

t en se 

Transit ive 

Transit ive Verb Phrase 

Verb Phra se 

The purpo se of this pape r is to give a detailed de s c ript ion o f  s ome 

C lause t yp e s  in the Murinbata language , name ly , the Transit ive , Di­

Transit ive , Int ransit ive , Re flexive and Stat ive Clauses in t he De c lara­

t i ve Indicat ive mode . 

Murinbata be longs t o  t he Garaman language fami ly whi ch is a member 

o f  t he Aust ralian Macro-phylum fami ly ( Voege lin and Voe ge lin , 1 9 7 7 : 1 3 5 ) .  

It i s  spoken by approximat e ly 9 0 0  people , the maj orit y o f  whom live at 

P ort Keats,  Nort hern Territ ory , 2 5 0  ki lomet res to t he s outh-west of 

Darwin . A small number live on nearby cat t le station s , with the 

large st group s at Auvergne Stat ion N . T .  and Kununurra W . A .  

Thi s paper has been written aft er approximately t hree years o f  study 

of t h i s  language . The ana lys i s  of t hi s  part icu lar paper was done during 

a five week Lingu i s t i c  Workshop at t he Summer Institute of Lingu i s t i c s  

( S . I . L . ) ,  Berrimah , N . T . , from 1 2 t h  July - 1 8 t h  August , 1 9 7 7 ,  c onducted 

by Alan Healey . 

The author i s  very grat e fu l  for the wil ling and able help given at 

the Workshop by l anguage helper Peter Kumyep Bunduck and for t he c on­

sultant help given by Alan Healey and Mike Ray also of S . I . L .  Thanks 

is a l s o  given to Harry Palada Kulampurut , who has given me a large 

quant ity of language mat e rial during my stay at Port Keat s ,  muc h  o f  

whi c h  w a s  a l s o  u s e d  for t he analysis of t hi s  paper . 

The previous work d one on t hi s  language by Mi c hae l Walsh has a l s o  

great ly h e l p e d  and enc ouraged m e  i n  t he st udy of Murinbat a .  
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The language spelling used t hroughout t hi s  paper i s  t he lit eracy 

orthography , whi ch i s  e xp lained more fully in Tab les I and 2 b e l ow .  

Voi c e l e s s  
Stops 

Vo iced 
Obst ruent s 

Nasals 

Lat eral s 

Medians 
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High 

Non-high 

Labial 
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* b 
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w 

TAB L E  1 

VOWELS 

Front 

i 

e 

TAB L E  Z 

CONSONANTS 

Ap i c o-
alveolar 
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r r  
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Retro- Lamino-
flexed a-pal . 

r t  t h  

r d  d h  

r n  n h  

r 1 1 Y 

r y 

d h  is a fricat ive , b ,  d ,  r d  and 9 are s t op s  

Velar 

k 

9 

n 9  

8 5  

The Lamino alveo-palat a l  voi c e l e s s  s t op , voiced obstruent and nasal 

each have t wo al lophone s as follows . The dent al a l lophones [!, e ,  �] 

only precede t he non- front vowe l s  a and u .  The Lamino a lveo-pa lat a l  

al lophone s [ � , 9 ,  n ]  o n l y  pre c e de t he vowe l s  i and e .  

Examp l e s  showing t he allophone s :  

t h a p a k  [.1a p a k ]  

t h i m u [ p m u ] 

ma d h a l n u [ ma e a l n u ]  

d h e k d h e k  [ 9 € k 9 € k ]  

p u n h u  [ p u.!!.u ]  

ka n h i  [ k a n i ]  

1 . 1 .  PER I PHERAL TAGMEMES 

' fog/dew ' 

' n o s e ' 

, I ' l l  op en 

' t o p lay ' 

, l i v er ' 

' t hi s /h ere ' 

i t .  ' 

Peripheral tagmemes o c cur in all Bi-dimensional Arrays for t he 

c lause types o f  t hi s  pap e r ,  and many t ypes are also given in t he 
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a c c ompanying example s . However , l i t t l e  informat i on i s  given about 

periphe ri e s  in t hi s  paper , other t han t he fact t here are five t yp e s  o f  

peripheral t agme�e s whi c h  are : -

i .  Time 

i i .  Inst rument 

iii . A c c ompaniment 

iv . Reason 

v .  Loc at ion 

1 . 2 .  SUBJECT,  OBJECT ANV I NV I R ECT OBJ ECT TAGMEMES 

At least a Subj e c t , Obj e ct , or Indirect Obj ect is shown in t he Bi­

dimen s i onal Array s for t he c lause t yp e s  in t hi s  paper . The fillers o f  

t he s e  s l ot s  have been merely s hown a s  ' Various Noun Phrase s ' ,  t h e  re ason 

be ing t hat Phrase Leve l as such has not been analysed t o  dat e .  However , 

many o f  t he Phra se t ype s pos sible are shown in t he e xamp l e s . 

1 . 3 .  PR EV I CA T E  

E a c h  C lause t ype i n  t h i s  paper shows in t he Bi-dime�sional Array an 

obligat ory Predicat e .  The Predicate s l ot can be filled by various 

types of Verb Phrase s .  

A Verb Phrase cons i s t s  o f  an obligat ory verb ( which i s  t he verb root 

p lus affixe s ) ,  p lus opt i onal auxil iary verb s whi c h  determine c ont inuous , 

non-c ont inuous and hab itual aspe c t s ,  and opt i onal modal words o f  various 

t ype s . 

A l l  Verb Phras e s  can be ne gat ed by t he addit ion of the negat ive word 

m e r e ,  whic h  precedes t he Verb Phrase . 

1. 4. V E R B  A F F I XES 

The verb can be affixed wit h  the following : 

1 .  Subj ect affixes - these are not listed in t hi s  paper ( Re fer S t re e t  

1 9 7 8 , Appendix 2 )  

2 .  Obj ect A affixes - ( s ee appendix ) 

3 .  Obj e c t  B affixes - ( s ee appendix )  

4 .  Inc orporat ed b ody part pre fixes - ( se e  appendix ) 

5 .  The S ource pre fix ma -

The fun c t i on of these affixes affixes and how they s how agreement 

with t he Clause structure , will be de s c ribed in each C lause type . 

Other affixat ion t o  t he verb include s Tense ( Street 1 9 7 5 : 2 4 - 6 ) . 

Thi s i s  not dealt with in t hi s  paper , however t he e xamp l e s  will give a 

good cove rage of the p o s s ible t en se s .  

Verb affixation follows a set order , and t he ful l  potential o f  t h i s  

affi xat i on i s  shown in Tab le 3 .  
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TAB L E  3 

VERB AFF I XAT I ON ORDE R 

Subj e c t  Obj e c t  A ma - verb Subj e c t  
root 

Obj e c t  B Inc orporat ed Obj ect A 
body part 
( IBP ) 

Obj e c t  B 

Tab le 1 3  in Se c t i on 1 1  shows ( apart from t ense ) t he affixat ion o f  

t he verbs for each Clause t ype . Not e t hat i n  Table 1 3  no affi xat ion 

is shown following t he verb root , t h i s  has been omi t t e d  for c larit y .  

Affixat ion w i l l  only follow the verb root when t he subj e c t  i s  in t he . 

pauc a l  number or when t he obj ect is in t he dual or paucal number . 

1 . 5 .  C L A US E T Y P ES 

Tab le 1 3  in Sect ion 1 1  a l s o  shows t he c lo s e  re lat ionship of t he verb 

affixat i on with t he c l ause s t ruct ure . For t h i s  reason it has been 

ne c e s sary t o  p o s it four Tran s it ive C lause s ,  a Di-Transit ive , a Stat ive 

and t hree Intransit ive C lause s .  

Quit e  a numb e r  o f  the same verb root s c an man i fest t hemse lves in al l 

four Transit ive C lause s .  However , t he maj ority o f  Di-Tran s i t i ve and 

Stat i ve C laus e s  uses a di fferent set of verb s for each part i c ular C lause 

t ype . 

The Intransit ive Clause verbs are man i fe s t e d  by only a small number 

of verb s ,  whereas the Int ran s it ive S ourc e and Intransit i ve Ben e fact ive/ 

Goal Clauses use a large variety o f  verb s whi c h  are mo st l y  inter­

changeab le . 

1 . 6 .  R E F L E X I V E  C LAUS ES 

Clause t yp e s  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  9 and 10 can all be refle xive in act ion . 

One refle xive e xample has been inc luded at the end o f  t he ot her e xamp l e s  

given f o r  e a c h  c lause type . 

A verb maybe t rans formed int o a reflexive verb by one of t he follow­

ing rule s : 

a )  Many verb c l a s s e s  have a c orresponding reflexive verb c l a s s  

( Street 1 9 7 8  - re fer Append ix 2 )  whi c h  i s  u s e d  when a re flexive act ion 

i s  required . ( S ee e xamp l e s  2 7 , 5 7 , 8 4  and 8 6 . )  

b )  Verb c la s s e s  whi c h  do not have a c orre sp onding refle xive verb 

c la s s  use t he prefix { n � -} p o s it ioned in t he verb adj acent t o ,  or in 
n l -

t he place o f  t he obj ect prefix ( s ee e xamp l e s  1 7 , 3 7 ,  4 5 , 7 3  and 8 0 ) .  
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This {n � - } pre fix c an a l s o  b e  used with verb t yp e s  ment ioned in a )  
n l -

above , but i s  opt i onal ( see e xamp l e s  2 7 ,  5 7  and 8 4 ) ,  whereas i t  i s  an 

o b l i gat ory prefix for verb s b e l onging t o  verb c la s s e s  without a c orre s ­

ponding reflexi ve verb c la s s .  

2 .  T H E  T RA NS I T I V E  G O A L / I N S T R U M E NT C L A U S E  

The Tran s i t ive Goal/Inst rument C lause c on s i s t s  o f  an o b l i gat ory 

Pre d i c a t e  and opt i onal Subj e c t , Obj e c t  and Goal or Inst rument Tagmeme s 

( b ot h  c annot o c c ur in the s ame c lause ) .  

The verb o f  the Tran s i t ive Goal/In s t rument C l au s e  has o b l i gat ory 

s ubj e c t  and opt ional obj e c t , goal or inst rument affixat i on . The s ubj e c t  

a f f i x  s hows agreement w i t h  t h e  Subj e c t  Tagmeme , t h e  obj e c t  affix s h ows 

agreement w i t h  the Obj e c t  Tagmeme and t he goal/inst rument affix shows 

agreement with the Goal or Inst rument Tagmeme s .  

The obj e c t  affixat ion i s  norma l ly only man i f e s t e d  in the verb when 

the obj e c t  is human , ( alt hough some t ime s  it is man i fe st e d  for non-human 

o b j e c t s )  in whi ch c a se the s e t  of Obj e c t  A a f f i x e s  are used . ( Examp l e s  

5 ,  6 ,  1 4 , 1 5  and 1 6  show no obj e c t  affi xat i on f o r  non-human obj e c t s  

within t h e  verb . ) A l t ho ugh t he Obj e c t  Tagmeme i n  t he C l au s e  and t h e  

obj e c t  affi xat i on in t he v e r b  a r e  b o t h  opt i onal , it i s  o b l i gat ory t o  

h a v e  o n e  o f  t h e s e  man i f e s t ed in the Clause structure . 

The goal/inst rument affixat i on c an only be man i f e s t e d  in the verb 

if the goal or inst rument o f  t he ac t ion is a b ody part , in whi c h  c a s e  

t h e  Incorporat e d  s e t  o f  b ody p art s are used . ( Examp l e s  4 ,  1 1 ,  1 2 , 1 3  

and 1 7 . )  

N ot e : See Append ix for ful l  l i s t  o f  Inc orporat ed b ody part s and 

Obj e c t  A affixe s .  

Tran s i t i ve Goal/In s t rument verb s c on s i s t  o f  such verbs as : t o  get , 

t o  le ave , t o  cut , t o  lay , t o  fo l l ow , t o  k i c k ,  t o  replac e , t o  make , t o  

draw , t o  h i t , t o  b it e ,  t o  r o l l  up , t o  eat , t o  brin g ,  t o  put , t o  c h a s e , 

t o  c at c h , e t c . 

TA B L E  4 

B I - D I MENS I ONAL ARRAY FOR TRANS I T IVE GOAL / I NSTRUMENT CLAUSE 

± Per . ± Subj e c t  ± Obj e c t  +Pred . ± Goal/ ± Per . 
Inst r . 

Various Various Trans . Goal P .  

NP N P  V P  

Po s s .  

Goal P .  

Inst r .  P .  

P o s s . 

In st r .  P .  
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PERMUTATION RULES : 

1 .  Obj e c t  c an a l s o  fol low t he Pred i c at e .  

2 .  Subj e c t  c an a l s o  f o l l ow t he Pred i c at e .  

Examp l e s : 

1 )  0 :  NP 

k a  r d u  w a ka l 

NC ( human )  sma L L  

, I g o t  t h e  chi ld . ' 

2 )  Pr : TVP 

t h i - n g i - p u p - n u  

you ( sg .  ) -m e - lay - t . 

Pr : TVP 

ma - n g a n - ¢ - b e r t  

[ ( sg . ) -t . - him- g e t  

' You wi l L  l a y  m e  down . ' 

3 )  0 :  N P  Pr : TVP Per : ( Loc . ) 

M a r r u  n g a - ¢ - r i wa k - n u  t h a r r a  n g i p i  1 i n h wa n g u  

Marru I ( sg . ) - him -fo l L ow- t . qui c k l y  r i v er way 

' I ' l l fo l L ow Marru to the r i v e r .  ' 

4 ) S : NP Pr : TVP Goal : Po s s . G o a l  P .  

n g a y  n g u n u - n g a m - n h i - n g u r r u - r i d a n g u r r u  n h i n h i  

I ( s g . ) I ( sg . ) -t . -you ( sg . ) - side-kick side your ( p o s s . )  

, I kicked you i n  t h e  side . ' 

5 )  S : Appo s .  NP 

n g a n k u n em e  

we ( e x c l . p c . m .  ) 

Pr : TVP 

n u g a r n - k a 

men- ( fo c us ) 

t e r e t  n g a r r a - m - ka - wa r l - n e m e  

O : Mod . N P  

ku 

NC (an ima l et c . ) 

many we ( e xc l .  ) -t . -NM- sp ear-we ( p c . m . ) 

, We men speared many turt l e s .  ' 

6 )  O : NP 

m i  d h e p d h e p  

NC (food) fo od ( gen . ) 

P r : TVP 

n g u l a - m - a t h  w e r r n g k a 

I ( sg .  ) -t . - e a t  quickly  

' I  a t e  t he food q u i c k ly . ' 

m e n t i  

tur t l e  

7 )  S : Serial N P  

y i 1 e 

fa t her 

n g a y  

my ( po s s . )  

Pr : TVP 

p e n em e - k a  

t h e y ( p c . m . ) - ( fo c us )  

O : Appo s .  N P  

k u  

NC (anima l et c . ) 

O : Appo s .  NP 

wa r d a  p a n t h e - ¢ - d ha - n em e  p u n n a  k u  

8 9  

l a wa r n ka 

wa l laby 

then t hey broug h t - i t - t . - (pc .m. ) ( as p e c t ) N C (anim a l  e t c . )  

n g a l a  

Large 

'My fa t her and the men were t h en bringing a wa l Laby, a big o n e .  

NOTE : In t h i s  e xamp l e  t he Obj e c t  i s  broken b y  t he Pred i c at e .  
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8 )  Pr : TVP O : NP Pe r : ( Loc . ) 

b a - n - ¢ - p a k  L a n d - R o v e r - y u  n g a m i m a r d a  wa n g u  

and h e - t . - i t - p u �  Land-Rover- ( rocus ) o t her8 ide way 

' . . .  and he p u t  (parked) t h e  Land-Rover on t h e  o t h er 8 ide . ' 

9 )  O : NP Pr : TVP Per : ( Loc . ) 

n u k u n u  n g u d u - ¢ - n g k a r l - n u  n g a r r a ka l e  n u k u n u  

h e  I ( sg . ) - him-rep tace - t . t o  m o t her h i s ( po s s . ) 

, I '  t t take him back to hi8 mot her . ' 

1 0 ) O : NP Pr : TVP Per : ( Lo c . ) 

k a r d u  m a - n - b e r t i - n u  W a d e y e  w a n g u  

NC ( human ) I ( s g . ) - t h em ( p l . ) - take-t . Wadeye way 

, I '  H take t h e  p e op t e  to Wadey e .  ' 

l l )  Pr : TVP Goal : P o s s . Goal P .  Per : ( In st r . ) 

n g a - n h i - me - wa r l - n u  n g a r r a m e  n h i n h i  t h a m u l - r e 

I ( sg . ) - you ( s g . ) - foo t - 8pear - t . a t  foo t  your 8pear-wi t h  

' I ' t t  8pear your fo o t  wi t h  t h e  spear.  ' 

1 2 ) O : NP Pr : TVP Goal : P o s s . Goal P .  

n a n t h i d u - n g i - ma - p a k - n u  n g a r r d m a n g e  n g a y  

NC ( thing)  you ( sg . ) -m e - hand-pu t - t . in hand my ( p o s s . )  

' You wi H p u t  the t hing in my hand . ' 

1 3 )  S : NP Pr : TVP O : NP 

1 4 ) 

D e t a - k a n u - n g a m - ¢- m e - r t a l m i  

D e t a - ( rocus ) 8 h e - t . - i t - fo ot-pick NC (food) 

Inst r : Po s s . Inst r .  P .  

y i d i  m e  n i g u n u - r e  

wi td app t e  fo o t  her ( po s s . ) -w i t h  

' D e ta p i c k e d  the wi td app t e  w i t h  her foo t .  ' 

Per : ( Loc . ) O : NP 

k a n g a n u  p a n � -wa ku  k a n a n g a n t h a n  

and ha t f  way t h e re - ( empha si s ) NC (an ima t e t c . )  emu 

Pr : TVP Pe r : ( Inst r . ) 

n g u ma - m - k a - t h a - n em e  n a n t h i  t r u c k  n g a r r a 

we ( e xc l . ) -t . -NM-c ha8e-we ( pc . m . ) NC ( t hing ) truck wi t h  

k a k a  n g a y  n u k u n u  

unc t e  my ( p o s s . )  hi8 ( po s s . )  

' . . .  and ha tf way t h e r e  we cha8ed 80me emU8 w i t h  my unc Z e ' 8  truc k . ' 
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Pe r :  ( Time ) 

n g u r l m i r l  d a  m a n a  

NC (an ima ls,  fi s h  e t c . ) fi s h ( gen . ) NC ( t im e )  whi l e  

Pr : TVP O : Appo s . NP S : NP 

d i - m - k u  k u  p a n g k  i t h a y Y e r d i 
he -t . - c a t c h  fi sh NC (an ima ls,  fi s h  et c . ) sword fi s h  Yerdi 

' Whi l e  there,  Yerdi caug h t  a fi s h ,  a sword fi s h .  ' 

1 6 ) S :  NP O : Mo d . N P  

k u  n g a l mu n g k i r r - k a k u  

9 1  

NC (an ima l s ,  birds, et c . ) p i e d  goose - ( focus ) NC (anima l s ,  birds, etc . )  

Pr : TVP 

d u m d u m  t e r e t  p a r n a - m - p awa k 

egg many they ( p l . ) -t . - l ay eggs 

'Pi ed g e e s e  lay many egg s .  ' 

1 7 ) Pr : TVP 

n g u n u - n g a m - n u - n g u r r u - r i d a 

I ( s g . ) -t . -re f . -side-kick 

, I kicked myse If in t h e  s i de . ' 

3 .  T H E  T R A NS I T I V E  S O U R C E  C L A U S E  

The Tran s i t i ve Sourc e  C lause c on s i s t s o f  an o b l i gat ory Predi c at e  and 

Obj e c t  and opt i onal Subj e c t  and Source Tagmeme s .  

The verb of the Tran s i t ive Sourc e C lause has ob l igatory subj e c t  and 

source affi xat i on on ly . The subj e c t  affi xat i on shows agreement w i t h  

the Subj e c t  Tagmeme a n d  t he s ource affi xat i on ( which i s  formed b y  adding 

the pre fix m a - d i re c t ly fo l l owing t he Obj e c t  A affixe s ) s hows agreement 

w i t h  t he Source Tagmeme . 

NOTE : See Appendix for ful l  l i s t  of Obj e c t  A affixe s .  

3 . 1 . THE S O UR C E  TAGMEME 

Normally , s ourc e  i s  s i gn a l l e d  b y  verbal affixat ion only a n d  doe s not 

man i f e s t  i t s e l f  a s  a s eparat e t agmeme . I f ,  however , t he i t em or 

part i c ipant fun c t i on ing a s  s ource is p o s s e s s e d , t hen t he re is l ikely t o  

b e  a s eparat e Source Tagmeme f i l l e d  by a Po s se s s i ve Source Phrase 

( e xamp le 2 2 ) .  

Tran s i t i ve Sourc e verb s c o n s i s t  o f  s u c h  verb s a s : t o  l eave , t o  

rep l ac e , t o  sme l l ,  t o  l i ft , t o  get wat er , t o  ki c k ,  t o  lay , t o  c o l l e c t , 

e t c .  



9 2  THE RELATIONSHIP OF VERB AFFIXATION AND CLAUSE STRUCTURE I N  MURINBATA 

TA B L E  5 
B I - D I MENS I ONAL ARRAY FOR TRAN S I T I VE SOURCE CLAUSE 

± Per .  ± Subj e c t  + Obj e c t  + Pred . ± Source 

Various Various Tran s . 

N P  N P  V P  

PERMUTATION RULES : 

1 .  Obj e c t  c an a l s o  fo l l ow t he Predicat e .  

2 .  Sourc e c an a l s o  prec e de the Pre d i c at e .  

3 .  Sourc e c an a l s o  p r e c e de t he Obj e c t . 

Examp le s : 

1 8 )  O : Dem . N P  Pr : TVP 

n a n t h i  p a n a  t h a n i - n g i - ma - p a r t - n u  

NC ( t h i n g )  that y ou ( s g .  ) -me- source- Zeave - t . 

' You ' H  Z e a v e  t ha t thing w i t h  m e . ' 

Sour c e  P .  

Pos s .  

Source P .  

( NOTE : The source o f  ' t hat thing ' in t h i s  c a s e  i s  'me ' )  

1 9 ) P e r : ( Time ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

k u n g i n i r a m i  l a w a m  w u d a - n - n g i - ma - n g k a r l  

y e s terday NC (food) damp er he -t . -me- s ource-repZace 

' Ye s t erday he t oo k  back t h e  damp er from me.  ' 

2 0 )  O : NP Pr : TVP 

m i  t h a t h a n g a d h a y  m e - n h i - ma - y i n g a p - n u  

± 

NC ( food)  w o Z Zybu t t  fZower I ( sg . ) -you ( s g . ) - sourc e- sme Z Z - t .  

' I ' Z Z  sme Z Z  t h e  fZower t h a t  y o u  are ho Zding . ' 

( Lit : ' I ' H  sme H the fZower from y ou . ' )  

2 1 )  O : NP Pr : TVP 

n a n t h i  n g a - m - n i n t h a - � - m a - w i r n t u r t  

NC ( t hi n g )  we ( e xc l . ) -t . -we ( du . m . ) -him- source - Zift 

' We two men Z ifted it from him. ' 

2 2 ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

k u r a  p a t h a  t h i - � - ma -ma r d a - w u r l - n u  

NC (wa t e r )  good y o u ( sg . ) - him- S ource - i n - ge t water- t o 

S ource : Po s s . Sourc e P .  

n g a r r a b i l l y c a n  n u k u n u  ka t h u 

a t  bi Z Zy can his from 

' Yo u ' H  ge t the fre s h  water from in h i s  bi Z Zy can . ' 

Per . 
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2 3 )  S : NP O : NP Pr : TVP 

n g a y  n a n t h i  f oo t b a l l  me r e  

I ( s g . ) NC ( t hing) foo tba Z Z  negat ive 

Sourc e : S ourc e P .  

n g u n u - n h i - ma - r i d a - n u k u n  n h i n h i - y u  

I ( s g . ) - yo u ( sg . ) - s ource - k i a k - t . y o u ( s g . ) - ( focus ) 

, I won ' t  k i a k  t h e  foo tba l l  from y o u .  ' 

2 4 ) O : NP Pr : TVP S ourc e : Source P .  

2 5 )  

2 6 )  

n a n t h i  k a r l a v n g a n a - m - ¢ - ma - p a r t  J o h n  

NC ( t hing) n e t  I ( sg . ) -t . - him - sourc e - Zeave J o hn 

' I  Zeft the n e t  w i t h  John . ' 

( NOTE : The s ource of ' t he n e t ' in t hi s  case i s  'Jo hn ' . ) 

O : NP P e r :  ( Time ) Pr : TVP 

wa k a l n g a y  n a k u r l n u ma - n a n k u - ma - b e r t - n u - n g i n t h a 

a h i Z d  I ( sg .  ) after I ( s g . ) - y ou - sourc e - g e t - t . - y ou ( du . f . ) 

, I ' z z  g e t  my a h i Z d  from y ou two women after . , 

O : NP Pr : TVP S ourc e : Source P .  

t h a m u l w a y a  p u ma - n g a n - ¢ - ma - r t  k a k a  n u k u n u  n u k u n  

9 3  

spear wire they ( p l . ) -t . - him- s ource- ge t una Z e  h i s  b e Z ong 

' They g o t  t h e  fi s h  spear (wire spear) from his 

2 7 )  O : NP Pr : TVP 

m i  t h a t h a n g a d h a y  me - n u - ma - y i n g a p - n u  

una Z e .  ' 

NC ( food) woo Z y b u t t  flower I ( s g . ) - re f . - source - sme l l - t . 

' I ' l l  sme Z I  t h e  flower t h a t  I ' m ho lding . ' 

( Lit : ' I ' Z I  sme l l  t h e  fZower from my s e lf. ' )  

4 .  T H E  T RA NS I T I V E  B E NE F A C T I V E / G O A L  C L A U S E  

The Transit ive Benefact ive/Goal C lause c ons i s t s  o f  an obl igat ory 

Predicate and Obj e c t  and opt ional Subj ect and Bene fac t ive or Goal 

Tagmeme s ( bo t h  cannot o c c ur in t he same c lause ) .  

The verb o f  t he Tran s i t i ve Benefact ive/Goal C lause has obl i gat ory 

subj e c t  and bene fac t i ve /goal and opt ional obj e c t  affi xat i on . The 

subj e c t  affix shows agreement with t he Subj e c t  Tagmeme and t he bene­

fac t i ve/goal affix shows agreement with t he Bene fact ive or Goal Tagmeme , 

and t he obj e c t  affix shows agreement with t he Obj e c t  Tagmeme . 

The benefact ive/goal affixation u s e s  t he Obj e c t  B set o f  affixe s , 

and the obj e c t  affixat ion c an only be manife s t e d  in t he verb i f  t he 

obj e c t  i s  a b ody part , in whi c h  case t he Incorporat ed set o f  b ody part s 

are used ( e xamp le 3 1 ) . 

In many o f  t he s e  c lause s  where a bene fac t i ve or goal do not o c c ur as 
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s eparate t agmeme s it i s  di fficult t o  know i f  t he actual meaning i s  

benefact ive o r  goal - i n  such cases t he c ontext i s  needed t o  provide 

t h i s  informat i on . 

Not e : See Appendix for full l i s t  o f  Obj e c t  B affixes and Inc orporated 

b ody part s .  

Transit ive Benefact ive/Goal verbs c on s i s t  o f  such verbs as : t o  t ake 

down , to replac e , to lay , to han g ,  to t urn around , to t hrow , to t e l l  a 

st ory , t o  cat c h  fi s h ,  et c .  

TAB L E  6 
B I - D IMENS I ONAL ARRAY FOR TRAN S I T I VE BENE FACT IVE / G OAL C LAUSE 

± Per . ± Subj ect + Obj ect + Pred . ± Ben . /Goal 

Various Various Tran s .  

N P  N P  VP 

PERMUTATION RULES : 

1 .  Obj e c t  can a l s o  fol low t he Predicat e .  

Ben . 

Po s s .  

Ben . 

Goal 

Pos s .  

Goal 

2 .  Bene fact i ve/Goal c an also pre cede t he Obj ect . 

E xamp l e s : 

2 8 )  O : NP P r : TVP 

ma r l u k p a - n g a r r u - t h u t - n u - n i n t h a 

P .  

P .  

P .  

P .  

didgeridoo h e - we ( exc l . ) - take down - t . - we ( du . m . ) 

'He ' Z Z  bring t h e  di dgeridoo down t o /for us two men . ' 

2 9 )  O : Po s s . N P  Pr : TVP 

n a n t h i  y i  n g a y  me r e  w u d i - n g a - n g k a r l - d h a 

N C ( thingJ  di Z Zy bag my negat i ve h e -m e - rep Zaae - t . 

d a  n g a t h a 

y e t  

'He hasn ' t  brought my di Z Zy bag back to/for m e  y e t . ' 

3 0 ) Per : ( Time ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

n a k u r l n u n a n t h i y i  ma - m p a - n g k a l e - n u  

after NC ( t hingJ di Z Zy bag I ( s g . ) - you ( sg . ) - hang - t . 

Per : ( Loc . ) 

n g a r r a t h a y  p a n g u  

a t  tree over t here 

± Per . 

'After I ' Z Z hang t h e  di Z Zy bag on t h a t  tree over t h e re for you . ' 
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3 1 )  O : NP 

p e l p i t h 

head 

Pr : TVP Goal : GoCll P .  

3 2 ) 

t h u d u - n g a - w e - r d u y - n u  

you ( s g .  ) -m e - head - t urn around- t o 

n g a r r a  

t o  

' You , � �  turn y o ur head around t o  me . ' 

O : NP P c : TVP Ben : Po s s . Ben . 

p i r u ma - m - n a -wa t h a  n g em n g a t h a n  n g a y  

bark I ( s g . ) - t . - him-make aspect brother my 

' I ' m  making a bal'k (pa i n t i n g )  for my bro t h e r .  ' 

n g a y  

me 

P .  

n u k u n  

b e �ong 

3 3 )  O : Mod . N P  Pr : TVP 

3 4 ) 

k u  n g u r l m i r l  n g a l a  n g e - m - n g e - k u 

N C (an ima � et c . ) fi s h ( gen . ) big I ( s g .  ) - t . - her-catch fi s h  

Ben : Po s s . Ben . P .  

k a l e  n g a y  

m o t her my 

'I caught a big fi s h  for my m o t h e r .  ' 

S : Po s s . NP O : NP Pr : TVP 

k a l e  n g a y  m u r r i n h w u d a - n - n g a - y i t h 

m o t h e r  m y  s t ory s h e - t . -me - t e  H 

y i I e  n g a y - t e  b a - n g a m - ¢ - l e l e  k u  

s t ory 

fa t h e r  I-when h e - t . - him- b i t e  NC ( anima � 

Per : ( Time ) 

d a  n g a r r a 

time at 

k a n a n t u r t u r t  

et c . )  crocodi � e  

'My mother t o �d m e  a s t ory about t h e  time when m y  fa t h e r  was 

b i t ten by a crocodi � e .  ' 

3 5 )  O : NP Pr : TVP Goal : Goal P .  

t h u  p a l y e r r  n u - n g a m - n a - k u n g a r r a k u  

9 5  

we r e  

NC (weap o n )  s t on e  h e - t . - him- t hrow a t  NC (an ima � e t c . ) dog 

' H e ' threw the s tone at the do g .  ' 

3 6 ) P R : TVP O : Dem. NP Goal : Goal P .  

p u n u - n a - b a t - n u  t h a m u l 

h e - him- t hrow- t .  spear 

'He ' � �  t hrow t h a t  spear 

3 7 ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

t h a m u l p u n u - n u - b a t - n u  

spear h e - r e f . - t hrow- t . 

p a n a  n g a r r a 

that a t  

a t  t h e  wa Haby . 

' He ' � �  t hrow t h e  spear a t  hims e �f . ' 

5 .  T H E  T RA NS I T I V E  B E NE F A C T I V E  S O U R C E  C L A U S E  

k u  

NC (an ima � 
, 

l awa r n k a 

e t c . ) wa Haby 

The Tran s i t i ve Ben e fac t i ve Sourc e C lause c ons i st s  o f  an o b l igat ory 

Predicate and Obj e c t  and opt ional Subj ect , Benefact ive and S ource 

Tagmeme s .  
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The ve rb o f  t he Tran s it ive Benefac t i ve S ource Clause has obl igat ory 

subj ect , benefac t i ve and s ourc e affixat i on .  The subj e c t  affixation 

shows agreement with t he Subj e c t  Tagmeme , t he bene fac t ive affixat i on 

shows agreement with the Bene fac t i ve Tagmeme and t he s ource affixation 

s hows agreement with t he S ource Tagmeme . 

The benefact ive affixat i on u s e s  t he Obj e c t  B set o f  affixe s ,  and 

t he s ource affi xat ion is derived in t he same way as for t he Transit ive 

Source Clause ( Se c t i on 3 ) , e xcept t hat with t h i s  c lause t ype t he source 

can only be in t he t hird person s ingular ( he/she ) whic h  i s  manife s t e d  by 

t he ¢ affix . 

Not e : See Appendix for ful l  l i s t  o f  Obj e c t  A and Obj ect B affixe s . 

Tran s i t i ve Bene fact ive S ourc e verb s c on s i s t  of such verb s as : t o  

c o l l e c t , t o  get , t o  rep lac e , t o  get wat e r ,  t o  l i s t en , et c .  ( They are 

t he s ame set of verb s t hat oc c ur in t he Tran s it ive Source C lause . )  

TAB L E  7 
B I - DI ME N S I ONAL ARRAY FOR TRANS I T I VE BENE FACT I VE SOURCE CLAUSE 

± Pe r .  ± Subj ect + Obj ect +Pre d .  ± Ben . ± S ource ± Per . 

Various Various Tran s .  Ben .  P .  Source P .  

N P  NP VP 

P os s .  Po s s .  

Ben . P .  Source P .  

PERMUTATION RULES : 

l .  Obj ec t  can a l s o  fo l low t he Predicat e .  

2 .  Source c an a l s o  pre cede t he Predicat e . 

3 .  Source can also precede t he Obj ect . 

4 .  Source c an a l s o  precede t he Benefac t i ve . 

Examp l e s : 

3 8 )  Per : ( Time ) O : Dem.  NP Pr : TVP 

n a k u r l n u 

after 

n a n t h i p a n a  n g a n i - m p a - ¢- ma - k u t - n u  

NC ( t hing) t ha t  I ( sg . ) - y ou ( sg . ) - him- s ource- a o Z Z e a t - t . 

' A ft er I '  Z Z ao Z Z e a t  t h o s e  things from him for y o u .  ' 

3 9 )  Per : ( Time ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

k u n g i n i r a k u  d u md u m  n g a d i - n g e - ¢ - ma - k u t - t h a  

y e s terday NC (an ima Z e t c . )  egg I ( sg .  ) - her- him- source- a o Z Z e a t - t . 

S ourc e : S ourc e P .  

n g a r r a n u k u n u  k a t h u 

a t  him from 

' Y e s t e day I ao Z Z e a t e d  

Ben : Ben . 

p a l n g u n  

wife 

eggs from 

P .  

n g a y - n u  

my-for 

him for my wife . ' 
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4 0 )  O : NP Pr : TVP 

k a r d u  wa ka l ma - m p a - ¢ - ma - b e r t - n u  

NC (human ) c h i Zd I ( sg . ) - y ou ( sg . ) - h im - s ourc e- g e t - t . 

' I ' Z Z g e t  t h e  c h i Zd for you from him .  ' 

4 1 )  ' O : NP Pr : TVP 

n a n t h i  m u r n u  t h u d u - n g a - ¢ - ma - n g ka r l - n u  

NC ( t hing ) bone you ( sg . ) -me- him- s ourc e-rep Z ac e - t .  

Sourc e : Source P .  

k u  w e r e  

NC (an ima Z e t c . ) dog 

' You ' Z Z p u t  the bone back from the dog for m e . ' 

4 2 ) 0 :  NP Pr : TVP 

k u r a  pa t h a y i - n g a m - n g a r r a - ¢ - m a - ma rd a - w u r l  

he - t . - we ( p l .  ) - h im - s ource - i n - g e t  wa ter NC (wa t e r )  good 

Sourc e : Sourc e P .  

n g a r r a  n u k u n u  k a t h u  

a t  him from 

, He g o t  the fre s h  water for us from him . ' 

( Li t :  ' from -i.n som e t hing - be Zong ing t o  h im ' . ) 

4 3 )  O : NP Pr : TVP Sourc e : Source P .  

m u r r i n h d i - n g a - ¢ - ma - y e p u p - n u  n g a r r a J o h n  k a t h u  

ta Z k  you ( s g . ) -m e - h im- sourc e - Z i s t en - t . t o  John from 

' Yo u  wi Z Z  Z i s t en to John for me . ' 

( Lit : ' t he ta Z k  fro7J1 John ' .  ) 

4 4 ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

n a n t h i  p a n a  n g u d u - n a - ¢ - m a - n g k a r l - n u  

N C ( t h i n g )  that I ( sg . ) - him- him - source - rep Zac e - t . 

S ourc e : Source P .  

k u  

Ben : Ben P .  

w e r e  N i n i t - n u  

NC (anima Z e t c . )  dog Ninit -for 

' I ' Z Z  put back t h a t  t hing from t h e  dog for Nini t .  ' 

4 5 )  O : NP 

k u r a  

NC (wa t e r )  

' I  g o t  t h e  

p a t h a 

good 

fr e 8 h  

Pr : TVP 

n g i - n g a m - n u - ¢ - m a - w u r l  

I ( sg . ) - t . -re f . - him- source-g e t  water 

wa t e r  from him for my a e Zf. ' 

6 .  T H E  V E R B A L  S T A T I V E  C L A U S E  

9 '1  

This t ype has been c alled a Verbal Stat ive C laus e  b e c au s e  t he verb s 

whi ch are manifested in t he Predicate are mo s t ly verb s o f  s t at e ,  e . g . 

t o  be hot , t o  be cold , t o  be t hirst y ,  et c .  Ot her name s given t o  t h i s  
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type o f  c lause are P sychologic al or Impersonal ( Tryon : 1 9 7 4 ) .  

The Verbal Stat ive C lause c onsi s t s  o f  an obl igat ory Predicate and 

opt ional Obj e c t  and Causat ive Tagmeme s .  

The verb o f  t he Verbal Stat ive C lau s e  has obl igat ory subj ect and 

obj ect affixat i on . The subj ect pre fix shows agreement with t he Subj e c t  

Tagmeme and t he Obj ect affix ( which t rans lates int o English as Subj e c t ) 

shows agreement with t he Obj ect Tagmeme . 

The only pos s ib le subj ect prefixat i on is the t hird person singu lar 

form . The obj e c t  affixation u s e s  t he Obj ect A set of affixe s . 

The incorporat ed body part pre fixes c an c oup l e  with t he obj ect t o  

form a p o s s e s s ive t ype obj ect ( e xamp le 5 1 ) . 

Note : See Appendix for a c omp lete l i s t  of Obj ect A affixes and 

Inc orporat ed body part s .  

The Verbal Stat ive verb s c onsist o f  such verb s as : t o  long for , t o  

have a headache , t o  b e  angry , t o  b e  hot , t o  b e  t hirst y ,  t o  have a 

t oothache , and t o  have various t ired body part s ,  etc . 

TAB L E  8 
B I - D I MEN S I ONAL ARRAY FOR VERBAL STAT IVE C LAUSE 

± Per . ± Obj ect + Pred . ± Caus . 

Vari ou s Stat ive 

NP VP 

PERMUTATION RULE : 

1 .  Obj e c t  c an also follow t he Predicat e . 

Examp le s : 

4 6 ) Pr : Stat ive VP Caus : Caus . P .  

4 7 ) 

d e - m - n g i - r a l a l  k u r a - n u  

i t - t . -m e - thirsty NC (wa ter ) -for 

' I 'm thirsty for wa ter . ' 

O : NP Pr : Stat ive VP C au s : Caus . P .  

n g a y  d a - m - n g i - m a r d a t h i n  k a k a  n g a y - n u  

I i t - t . -me- long for unc l e  my -for 

' I  am long ing for my unc l e .  ' 

4 8 )  Per : ( Time ) Pr : Stat ive VP 

k u n g i n i ra m e - n g i - n g ka w u r l - d h a  d i n i  

Caus . 

Po s s .  

Caus . 

y e s t erday i t -me- have headac h e - t o aspect 

' I  had a headac he y e s t erday . ' 

P .  

P .  

± Per . 
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4 9 ) Per : ( Loc . ) Pr : Stat ive VP 

n g a r r a mu r l u n b a - n g i - b u r r - n u  

in s hade i t -m e - a o o l/s hade -t . 

' I ' H  s i t  i n  t h e  aoo l/shade . ' 

5 0 )  Pr : Stat ive VP Per : ( Loc . ) 

d e - m - n g i - y e d e  d i m  n g a r r a t i n a 

i t - t . -me - s i t  in t h e  sun aspe ct in sun 

' I 'm s i t t ing in t h e  sun . 

5 1 )  Pr : Stat ive VP O : Po s s . NP 

p a - n - n g i - m e - r d e r d e  me n g a y  

i t - t . -me-fo o t - t ire fo o t  my 

'My foo t  i s  t i red. ' 

5 2 ) Caus : Caus . P .  Pr : Stat ive VP 

wo r k  k a n h i - k a p a - n - n g i - m a r d a b a y  

work t h i s - ( focus ) i t - t . -m e - tire of 

' I 'm t ired of this wor k .  ' 

7 .  T H E  D I - T RA NS I T I V E  C L A U S E  

9 9  

There are t wo t yp e s  o f  Di -Transit ive C laus e s , b o t h  o f  whi c h  are few 

in numb e r .  They have b e e n  c a l l e d  here Di -Tran s it ive A C lause and Di­

Tran s i t i ve B C laus e . They c on s i s t  of an obligatory Pre dicate and 

Obj e c t  and opt ional Subj ect and Indire c t  Obj e c t . 

The verb s of the Di-Transit ive A and Di-Transit ive B C lauses have 

ob ligat ory subj ect and indire c t  obj e c t  affixat i on . The sub j e c t  affix 

shows agreement with t he Subj e c t  Tagmeme and t he indirect obj ec t affix 

shows agreement with t he Indirect Obj ect Tagmeme . 

The indirect obj ect affixat ion of the Di-Tran s it ive A C laus e u s e s  

t h e  Obj e c t  A set o f  affixes ( example 5 6 ) ,  and t he indire c t  obj e c t  

affixation o f  t he Di -Transit ive B Clause u s e s  t he Obj e c t  B set o f  

affixes ( examp l e s  5 3 ,  5 4  and 5 5 ) .  

Note : See Appendix for c omp lete l i st o f  Obj e c t  A and Obj ect B 

affixe s . 

Di -Tran sit ive A verbs consist of such verb s as : t o  s how . 

Di-Tran s i t ive B verb s c on s i st of such verb s as : t o  give , t o  say/ 

t e l l , e t c . 
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TAB L E  9 

B I - D IMEN S I ONAL ARRAY FOR D I - T RANS I T IVE CLAUSES 

± Per . ± Subj e ct + Obj ect + Pred . 

Various Various Di-Tran s . 

NP NP VP 

PERMUTATION RULES : 

1 .  Obj e c t  can a l s o  fol low t he Predicat e . 

± 
Indire c t  
Obj ect 

Vari ous 

NP 

2 .  Indirect Obj ect can also precede t he Predi cat e .  

Examp le s :  

5 3 )  O : NP Pr : Di-Tran s .  VP 

m u r r i n h  ma - m - n g a - ¢  

ta l k  h e - t . -me-8ay 

'He 8aid ( ta l k )  to me . ' 

( Note : The verb root of this verb is ¢ . ) 

5 4 ) S : NP O : NP 

k a r d u  n u g a r n  k u  n g e n  

Pr : Di -Tran s . 

d a - m - n a - m u t 

± 

VP 

NC ( human ) man NC (anima l e t c . )  meat he-t . - him-give 

I O : NP 

k a r d u k i g a y  

NC ( h uman ) t e enage boy 

'The man gave the mea t t o  the t e enage boy . ' 

5 5 ) I O : NP Pr : Di-Trnn s . VP O : Po s s .  NP 

L a ka n  n g a - m - n a - m u t  ma r l u k n g a y  

Lakan I ( sg . ) -t . - him-giv e didg eridoo my 

, I gave my didgel'idoo to Lakan . ' 

5 6 ) Pr : Di -Tran s . VP O : Dem . NP 

Per . 

n g a - n h i - n g ka r r - n u  k u  p a n g k u y  p a n a  

I ( s g . ) -you ( s g . ) -8 how- t .  NC (anima l e t c . )  8nake ( gen . )  t h a t  

' I ' l l  8 how y ou t h a t  8nak e .  ' 

5 7 )  O : NP Pr : Di-Tran s . VP 

k u  t h i t h a y  n g e - m - n u - m u t  

NC (an ima l et c . ) wi ld honey I ( sg . ) -t . - re f . -g i v e  

' I  gave the wi ld honey t o  my 8 e lf. ' 
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8 .  T H E  I NT R A N S I T I V E  C L A U S E  

The Intransit ive C l ause c ons i st s  o f  an o b ligatory Pre dicat e  and 

opt i onal Subj e c t  Tagmeme s .  

1 0 1  

The verb o f  t he Intran s i t i ve Clause has obl igatory subj ect affixation 

only . The s ubj e c t  affix shows agreement with t he Subj e c t  Tagmeme . 

The subj e c t  affixes have not been l i s t e d  in t h i s  paper as t he re are 

far t o o  many of t hem vary ing with each verb c las s . 

Int ransitive verbs c on s i s t  of such ve rb s  as : t o  go , t o  wal k ,  t o  

s i t , t o  lie , t o  b e  aloft , t o  be , e t c . 

TAB L E  1 0  
B I - DIMENS I ONAL ARRAY FOR I NTRAN S I T IVE CLAUSE 

± Per . ± Subj e c t  + Pred . 

Vari ous Int ran s . 

NP VP 

PERMUTATION RULE : 

1 .  Subj e c t  c an a l s o  follow t he Predicat e .  

Examp le s : 

5 8 ) S : Co-ord . P os s .  Appos . NP 

n u k u n u - k a p e n i n t h a - k a 

± Pe r .  

8 a p e 

Bape & 
Pr : IVP 

y i 1 e 
fa t h er h i 8 - ( focus ) they ( du . m . ) - ( fo cus ) 

Per : ( Loc . ) 

n a - n i n t h a - d h a n g a r r a d a r r i m u n  

they g o - they ( du . m . ) -t .  t o  beach 

' Bape and h i 8  fa ther went t o  t h e  beac h .  ' 

5 9 )  S : NP Pr : IVP 

6 0  ) 

n e k i n g i m e t h u r r i n i - d h a - n g i m e 

w e ( inc l . p c . f . ) we g o ( inc l . ) - t . - we ( pc . f . )  

Per : ( Lo c . ) 

n g a r r a  N g a d i n i t h i  d a  

t o  Ngadi n i t h i  N C (p Z.ac e )  

' We women went to Ngadi n i t h i . ' 

S : Mod . NP Pr : IVP 

w i r r i r r  n g a l a  w u r r i n i - d h a 

and wind big he go -t o 

' . . .  and a b i g  wind came . , 
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6 1 )  

6 2 ) 

Per :  ( Loc . ) Pr : IVP 

k a n h i  m e r e.  p i  r r a n g  i - d h a  

here negat ive he s tand- t o 

'He didn ' t  s tand h e re . , 

b e  r e  

t h e n  

k u  

Pr : IVP 

n g u n a - d h a  

I go ( s g . ) -t .  

NC (anima Z ,  European 

' Then I went t o  the 

n g i n i  

aspect 

e t c . )  

offi c e  

Per : ( Loc . ) 

n g a r r a o f f i c e n g a r r a  

t o  offi ce where 

p u l e  t h a t h p i r r  d i m - v a  

boss true h e  s i t - ( emphas i s ) 

where t h e  b i g  boss i s . , 

6 3 )  Pr : IVP 

m e r e  n g u r r u - IZI  d a  

negat i ve I go ( s g . ) -t . y e t  

' I ' m  n o t  going y e t ! ' 

n ga t h a  

6 4 )  S : N P  Pr : IVP 

k a r d u  m u t h i n g ka y i b i - m - p u p  

NC ( human ) o Zd woman s h e - t . -die 

' Th e  o Zd Zady died.  ' 

6 5 )  Per : ( Lo c . )  S : NP Pr : IVP 

6 6 )  

6 7 )  

k u n g i n i r a 

y e s t erday 

n u k u n u  d i - m - e  

he h e - t . - v om i t  

' H e  vomi t e d  y e s terday . ' 

S : Mod . NP 

k u  b a m a m  

a n d  NC (an ima Z,  European e t c . )  w h i t e  

Per . ( In st r . ) 

n u m i - k a 

one- ( focus ) 

w a r d a  k a t h u  t h a r r a  n a n t h i  p a r a c h u t e - t e  

t h e n  t owards fa s t  NC ( thing)  parac h u t e - w i t h  

Pr : IVP 

w u d a - s6 - w a l 

h e - t . -jump 

' . . .  and t h en one w h i t e  man jumped o u t  wi t h  a parac h u t e . '  

S : N P  Pr : IVP Per : ( Time ) 

ka r d u  b e r e  rn a  t h a n g a d i - b i  r l b i  r l - d h a  d a  

N C ( human ) a Zway s  I ( sg .  ) -wake up-t o NC ( time ) 

t h i p i n h i  n h  i n i F r i d a y  n i g h t - y u  

n i g h t  t h a t  Friday night- ( focus ) 

' I  k e p t  on wa king up t h a t  n i g h t ,  Friday nigh t .  ' 

6 8 )  S : Mo d .  Appo s . NP Pr : IVP 

n g a n k  i k a  r d u  

w e ( e xc l . pc . sb . ) NC ( human ) 

' We were s t i Z Z  c h i Z dr e n . ' 

ma m a y  d a  n g a t h a n g a r d i - d h a  

chi Z d  y e t  we are (excl.pc . sb .  )-t . 
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9 .  T H E  I NT R A N S I T I V E S O U R C E  C L A U S E  

The Intransitive S ource Clause i s  very s imilar t o  t he Tran s i t i ve 

Source C lause ( Se c t i on 3 ) ,  but lacks an Obj ect . It c on s i s t s o f  an 

obligatory Pre dicate and opt i onal Subj ect and Source Tagmeme s .  

1 0 3  

The verb o f  t he Int ransit ive S ourc e C lause has obligat ory subj e c t  

and source affixat i on . The subj e c t  affix shows agreement w i t h  t he 

Subj e c t  Tagmeme and t he s ource affix shows agreement with the Source 

Tagmeme . 

The source affi xat i on is derived by adding t he prefix ma - t o  t he 

Obj ect A affixe s , as shown in t he e xamp le s .  

Not e : See Appendix for a complete l i s t  of Obj ect A affixe s .  

Int ransit ive Source verbs consist o f  such ve rb s as : t o  run , t o  j ump , 

t o  get up , t o  fal l ,  et c .  

TAB L E  1 1  
B I - D I MENS I ONAL ARRAY FOR INTRAN S I T I VE SOURCE CLAUSE 

± Pe r .  ± Subj e c t  +Pred . 

Various Int rans . 

NP VP 

PERMUTATION RULE : 

1 .  S ourc e can a l s o  precede t he Predicat e . 

Examp l e s : 

6 9 )  PR : IVP 

n g u n u - n g a m - n h i - m a - w i n h a t  

I ( s g . ) - t . - y ou ( s g . ) - source- run 

'I ran from y ou .  ' 

7 0 )  Pr : IVP 

n g u d i - n h i - ma - wa l - n u  

I ( sg . ) - you ( sg .  ) - source-jump - t . 

' I ' l l  j ump down from y ou .  ' 

7 1 ) Per :  ( Time ) Pr : IVP 

± S ource 

Source P .  

Pos s .  

S ource P .  

n a k u r l n u 

aft e r  

p e - n g a n k u - m a - w i r n t u r t - n u - n i n t h a  

h e - w e ( e xc l . ) -s ourc e-ge t up - t . -we ( du . m . ) 

'He ' l l  g e t  up from us two men l a t e r . ' 

± Per . 
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7 2 )  Pr : IVP 

b u y - 91 - ma - b a t - n u  

I ( s g . ) - him- s ource-fa L L-t . 

' I ' n  fa n from him.  ' 

7 3 )  Pr : IVP 

n g u n u - n g a m - n u - ma - w i n h a t  

I ( s g .  ) - t . - re f . -sourc e-run 

' I  ran from my s e Zf. ' 

( NOTE : C an also carry the me aning , 'I r'an by my s e Zf. ' )  

1 0 .  T H E  I NT RA NS I T I V E  B E NE FA C T I V E / G O A L  C L A U S E  

The Intransit ive Bene fact ive/Goal Clause i s  s imi lar t o  t he Tran s i t i ve 

Bene fact i ve /Goal Clause ( S e c t i on 4 ) ,  but lacks an obj e c t . It c ons i s t s 

o f  an o b li gatory Predicate and opt ional Subj e c t  and Bene fact ive or Goal 

Tagmemes ( b oth cannot o c c ur in t he same c lause ) .  

The verb o f  t he Int ransit ive Benefact ive/Goal C lause has obligat ory 

s ubj ect and opt i onal bene fact ive /goal affixat ion . The subj e c t  affix 

show s  agreement with t he Subj ect Tagmeme and the b en e fac t ive /goal affix 

shows agreement with t he Benefactive or Goal Tagmeme s .  

The bene fact ive/goal affixation i s  normally manife s t e d  in t he verb 

when t he obj e c t  is human and is o ft en ab s ent for non-human obj e c t s  

( e xamp l e s  7 5 ,  7 6  and 7 7 ) .  When i t  i s  used it i s  manife s t e d by t he 

Obj e c t  B set of affi xe s .  

Not e :  See Appendix for a comp lete list o f  Obj ect B affixe s . 

Intransit ive Bene fact ive /Goal verbs consist o f  such verb s as : t o  

go , t o  des cend , t o  t urn around , t o  look for , t o  whi s t le , t o  call out , 

t o  wait for , e t c .  

TAB L E  1 2  

B I - D I ME N S I ONAL ARRAY FOR I NTRANS I T I VE BENEFACT I VE / GOAL C LAUSE 

± Per . ± Subj ect + Pre d .  ± Ben . /Goal ± Per . 

Vari ous Intrans . Ben. P .  

NP VP 

Po s s .  

Ben . P .  

Goal P .  

Po s s .  

Goal P .  



CHESTER S .  STREET 

PERMUTATION RULE : 

1 .  Goal c an also precede t he Predicat e . 

E xamp l e s : 

7 4 )  Pr : IVP 

t h u r r u - n g a - n u  k a t h u  

you go ( s g . ) -me- t . towards 

, You ' l l come to me . ' 

7 5 ) Goal : Goal P .  Pr : IVP 

k u  b a l l i - k a  me r e  n g i r r a n g i - w a t - t h a 

NC (animal etc . )  mud crab- ( focus ) negptive we ( e xc l . pI . ) -go ( hab . ) -t . 

' We never wen t for mud crab s .  ' 

7 6 ) S : Co -ord . NP 

n g a y  k a w u  n g a y - k a 

Pr : IVP 

n g u d a - m - n g i n t h a - t h u t  

1 0 5  

I a n d  mother ' s  m o t h e r  my - ( focus ) we (excl.  )-t . - we (du . f. )-descend 

Goal : Goal P .  

k u  n g a l a r n a r n  

NC { anima l e t c . )  fi s h ( gen . ) 

'My Grandm o t h e r  and I w e n t  down for fi s h .  ' 

7 7 )  S : NP Pr : IVP 

n g a n k u n g i me n g a r n a - m - k a - r d i - n g i m e 

we ( e xc l . pc . f . ) we ( e xc l . ) - t . -NM- en t e r-we ( p c . f . ) 

Pe r : ( Loc . ) Goal : Goal P .  

n g a r r a d a r a  k u  b a l l  i " n u  

i n  mangroves NC {animal e t c . )  mud crab�for 

' We w omen w e n t  i n t ?  the mangrov e s  for mud crab s .  ' 

7 8 )  P r : IVP 

n e - n g a - b i r l - n u  k a t h u  

you ( s g . ) - m e - turn around- t o towards 

' You ' l l  turn around t o  me ( t o  face m e ) . ' 

7 9 )  Pe r : ( Loc . )  Pr : IVP Goal : Goal P .  

n g a r r a w i n d ow m i - m - n a - y e r r  n g a r r i m  N i n a l 

a t  window I ( s g . ) - t . - h im- l ook o u t  aspect Ni n a l  

' I ' m  l ooking o u t  the window a t  Nina l .  ' 

8 0 )  Pr : IVP S : NP 

n g a r r i - m- n u - w i n h ma n g e  n g a y  

I ( s g . ) -t . -re f . -whis t l e my s e lf ( i di om) 

, I wh i s t l e d  t o  my s e lf. ' 
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1 1  . S U M MA R Y  

A c lo s e  st udy o f  t h e  c laus e  t yp e s  de scribed i n  t h i s  paper wi l l  reveal 

a very c lo s e  re lat ionship between t he verb with it s affixations and t he 

c lause struc t ure . 

Tab l e  1 3  s ummari s e s  the verb s of t h i s  paper and shows c learly t he 

inter-re lat i onships of each c lause type bet ween the verb affixat ions 

and the c lause structure s .  

Notes re lated to Tab le 1 3  

1 .  The C lau se t ype numbers l i s t ed down the l e ft hand c olumn c orre spond 

to the S e c t i on numbering t hroughout t he paper . 

2 .  The t erm ' Ob l ique Affixe s ' refers t o  Obj ect A and Obj ect B 

affi xat i on .  The t erm ' Ob l ique Prefixe s '  refers t o  Inc orporat ed b ody 

part s and the s ourc e  prefix m a - . 

3 .  The cross reference c o lumns show t he agreement or re lat i onship 

between t he verbal affi xat ion and the c lause structure . 

4 .  The p o s it i on o f  the verb root has not been shown wit hin the verb 

affixation c olumn s ,  b e c ause it i s  irre levant to this Tab l e . 

1 2 .  C L A U S E  M O D E S  

Alt hough t h i s  paper basically deal s with t he Declarat ive or 

Indicative C laus e s , this s e c t i on at t emp t s  to explain brie fly , with 

e xamp le s ,  how these Dec larat ive C lauses can b e  t rans formed int o t he 

following mode type s . 

1 .  Imperat ive 

2 .  Subj un ct ive 

3 .  WH- Int errogat ive 

4 .  Y e s /No Int errogative 

1 2 . 1 .  THE I M PERAT I V E  C LAUS E 

Thi s c lause only oc curs in t he fut ure t en s e , sec ond pers on . In 

t rans forming a Dec larat ive C lause into an Imperat ive C lause only t he 

Predi cate i s  affe c t ed . 

The posit ive future t ense suffix - n u  on t he verb , and t he negative 

future t en s e  suffix - n u k u n  are replaced by t he imperat ive suffix _ ¢ , 

whi c h  t hen forms an Imperat ive C lause . 

Examp le s :  

8 1 )  O : Dem. Np Pr : TVP 

m i  ka n h i  t h u l a - t h - ¢  

NC (food) this y ou ( sg . ) - ea t - imp . 

'You e a t  t h i s  food ! ' 



TAB L E  1 3  

THE RELAT I ON SH I P  OF VERB AF F I XAT I ON AND CLAUSE STRUCTURE 

CLAUSE VERB AFFIXATION C LAUSE STRUCTURE TYPE 

Subj ect Oblique Ob . Affixes Obl ique Ob . Prefi x/Affix 

Affixes Affixes c ross Pre fixes cross referenc e 
re ferenc e 

2 + Sub j e c t  ± Obj ect A Obj ect ± IBP Goal/Inst rument ± S ± 0 + P ± Goal/Inst rument 

3 + Subj ect + Obj ect A ( + )  m a - Source ± S + 0 + P ± Sourc e  
� 

4 + Subj ect + Obj ect B Ben . /Goal ± IBP Obj ect ± S + 0 + P ± Ben . /Goal 

5 + Subj ect + Obj ect B Ben . + ¢ ( + )  m a - Source ± S + 0 + P ± Ben . ± Source 

6 + Subj e c t  + Obj ect A ( ± )  + IBP Obj e c t  ± 0 + P ± Causative 
� 

7 + Subj ect Obj ect A Indirect ± S + 0 + P ± 10 
+ Obj ect B Obj ect 

8 + Subj ect ± S + P 

9 + Subj ect + Obj ect A ( + )  ma - S ourc e ± S + P ± Source 
� 

1 0  + Subj ect ± Obj ect B Ben . /Goal ± S + P ± Ben . /Goal 
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8 2 ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

1 i t h p u r r  n a - n g a - y i t - ¢  

axe you ( s g .  ) - me - ho ld- imp . 

' You ho ld t h e  axe for m e ! ' 

8 3 )  Pr : IVP Pe r : ( Loc . ) 

t h u n g i - n i n t h a - w u y - ¢  n g a t h p a r r  w a n g u  

y ou ( du . m . ) -go outs ide- imp . far way 

' You two boys go o u t s ide and far away ! '  

8 4 ) Pr : TVP 

n e - n i - ma - p u r l - ¢ 

you ( s g . ) -ref . -hand -wash -imp . 

' You was h y o ur hands ! '  

1 2 . 2 .  THE S U BJUNCTI V E  C LAUS E 

This type of c lause d e s cribes a mode t hat i s  a potential fact , 

t rans lat ing int o English expre s s ions like ' might be . .  ' ,  ' c ould be . .  ' 

and ' nearly . .  ' . 

In t ran s forming a Dec l arative C lause int o a Sub j unct ive C lause only 

t he Predi cate is affec ted . The Subj unct ive future tense uses t he 

suffix - n u k u n  following t he verb root , and t he past t ense u s e s  t he 

suffix - d h a . 

Examp le s : 

8 5 )  Per : ( T ime ) Pr : IVP 

n a k u r l n u n g u r r u - n u k u n  

aft e r  I go ( s g . ) - subj unc . 

, I m i g h t  go l a t e r .  ' 

8 6 )  Pr : IVP 

b a - n a - b a t - t h a  

I ( s g . ) -ref · -fa l l - subj unc . 

' I  n ear ly fe l L ' 

8 7 )  O : Mod . Np Pr : TVP 

ka r d u  n g a l a  k u - n h i - ba t - n u k u n  

NC ( huma n )  big h e - you ( s g . ) - h i t - subj unc . 

' The big man migh t h i t  y ou .  ' 

1 2 . 3 .  WH- INTERROGAT I V E C LAUS E 

This t ype of c lause asks t he que stions : who ? , where ? ,  when ? , what ? ,  

what for? , ( why ? ) ,  how ? , and how many ? ( There are two int erro gat ive 

word s for ' what ? ' ) .  
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For t he WH- Int errogat ive Clause t he interrogat ive word i s  normally 

put at t he beginning of the c l aus e ,  and t he suffix c l i t i c  - y u  at t ac he s  

i t s e l f  t o  t he last word o f  the c lause . 

8 8 ) Interr . Pr : IVP S : NP 

m i n t h i r e pa - r u y - n u  n u k u n u - y u 

when he -arri v e - t . he-int err . 

' When wi l l  h e  arr i v e ? '  

8 9 )  Int err . Pr : Di-Trans VP 

n ga r r a 

what 

IO : NP 

p u ma - m - n g a r r u - ¢ - n g i n t h a  

t h ey ( p I .  )'-t . -we ( e xc I .  ) -'s ay-we ( du .  f .  ) 

n g a n k u n g i n t h a - y u  

we ( exc l . du . f . ) -int err . 

' Wha t did they say abo u t  us ? '  

9 0 )  Interr . Pr : IVP Pe r :  ( Loc . ) 

9 1 ) 

n g a r r a - r e t h u r r i n i - d h a  ka n h i - y u  

w ha t -means y ou go ( s g .  ) -t . here- interr . 
' How did y ou c om e  here ? ' 

Interr . O : NP Pr : TVP 

t h a n g k u n u ma p i r u m a - m - p a t h a - y u  

w ha t  n umber bark he -t . - make- int err . 

' How many bark (paintings ) did he make ? '  

92 ) Int err . Pr : IVP 

n g a r r a wa n g u  p u mpa - n - y u  

where way t h ey g o ( p l . ) -t . - interr . 

' Where are they going ? '  

9 3 ) Int err . Pr : TVP O : NP 

n a n g ka l y i - n g a - w u r l  k u r a  p a t h a - y u  

who h e - t . - g e t  water NC (wa t e r )  good- int err . 

' Who g o t  t h e  fr e s h  water ? ' 

9 4 ) Interr . Pr : IVP Per : ( Loc . ) 

t h a n g k u - n u  n a - n - a r r i  t h i m  ka n h i - y u  

wha t - for y ou ( s g . ) -t . -hide aspect her e - int err . 

' Why are y o u  hiding her e ? ' 

9 5 ) Int err . O : NP 

t h a n g k u n a n t h i  

what NC ( t hing)  

Pr : TVP 

n a - n g a n - a r t - y u  

y ou ( s g . ) - t . - g e t - interr . 

' What thing did y ou ge t ? ' 
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1 2 . 4 .  THE YES/NO I NTERROGAT I V E  C LAUS E 

Thi s  i s  also an int errogative c l ause , but one in which only t he 

an swer ' ye s ' or ' no '  need be gi ven . 

The Ye s/No Int errogat ive C lause also u s e s  the suffix c l i t ic - y u  

whi ch attaches it s e l f  t o  t he last word o f  the c lause . Int onat ion a l s o  

p l a y s  a n  important r o l e  i n  forming a Ye s /No Int errogat ive Clause . The 

int onation pat t ern has a sharp rise and gradual fa ll . 

Examp le s : 

9 6 ) Per : ( Time ) Pr : IVP 

9 7 ) 

ma r r a 

now 

t h a - n g a n - t u y - y u  

y ou ( s g . ) - t . -arr i v e - interr . 

'Did you j u s t  arri v e ? ' 

IO : NP Pr : Di-Tran s . VP O : Po s s . NP 

Y u n u m t ha - m - n a - m u t t h a m u l n g a y - y u  

Yunum you ( s g . ) - t . - him-g i v e  spear my- interr . 

'Did y ou g i v e  Yunum my spear ? ' 

9 8 ) O : NP Pr : TVP 

ku m e n t i - ka d a - m - p a r l - y u  

NC ( anima l et c . ) tur t l e - ( focus ) he-t . -sp ear-int err . 

'Did he spear t h e  turt l e ? ' 



Independent Form 

k a ma r I 

w u l u m u  

ka r d i r r a k  

t h e 

t h i m u 

t h a t h p i  

t h e m e n  

d i m u 

t ha mu r r u  

p e l p i t h 

p e m a r r  

t h a ma m a y  

t h a ma r l  

l a ma l a  

n i t h i  

ma n g e  

ma r d a  

m a r d a  y i d i  

p a n g k i n  

n g u r r u 

l u m p u  

l a wa I i  

p i n  9 ka r I 

m e  

n g i n i p u n h  

CHESTER S .  STREET 

A PPENV I X  

I NC O R PO RA T E D  B O D Y  P A R T S  

Inc orporat ed Form 

n g ka 

I u 

ka r d a r r i  

y e  

y i 

d h a w i  

t h a n m e 

d i 

d h a m u r r u  

w e  

w e  

d h a m u r r u 

d h a ma 

m a l a  

b e  

m a  

m a r d a  

ma r d a  

d a r r i 

n g u r r u  

r i 
b u  

w i  n g ka 

m e  

¢ 

1 1 1  

Meaning 

' face/ey e '  

'for e h e ad ' 

' ey e brow ' 

' ear ' 

' n o s e ' 

'mou t h/Zips ' 

' t ongue ' 

' to o th/t e e t h ' 

' s ide of fac e ' 

' h ead ' 

' hai.r> ' 

'b eard ' 

' n e c k ' 

' s h o u l-der ' 

' arm ' 

' hand ' 

' b e l- l-y ' 

' c h e s t ' 

' bac k ' 

' s ide ' 

' b u t tocks ' 

' l- P.g ' 

' kn e e ' 

'fo o t /fe e t ' 

' b ody ' 
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Free form Meaning Obj ect A Obj ect B 
Pronoun 

n g a y  s g .  n g  i n g a  

n g a n k u n i n t h a  d u o  · m .  n g a n k u - n i n t h a  n g a r r u - n i n t h a  

n g a n k u n g i n t h a  du o f .  n g a n k u - n g i n t h a n g a r r u - n g i n t h a  

Q) n g a n k u  du o sb . n g a n k u n g a r r u  
z :> 
0 -rl n g a n k u n ern e  pc . m .  n g a n k u - n e rn e  n g a r r u - n e rn e  CI) rn 
po: � 
� .--I n g a n k u n g i rn e p c . f .  n g a n k u - n g i rn e n g a r r u - n g i me 
p.., () 

>< n g a n k i  E-t Q) pc . sb . n g a n  n g a r r a 
CI) and p I .  
po: 
H Q) n e k i  du o n h e n h e  � :> 

-rl 
rn n e k i n e rne pc . m .  n h e - n e rn e  n h e - n ern e  � 

.--I 
n e k i n g i rn e f .  n h e - n g i rn e n h e - n g i rn e () p c . 

s:: 
-rl 

n h i n h i  s g .  n h i  rn p a  

z n a n k u n i n t h a du o m .  n a n k u - n i n t h a  n a r r u - n i n t h a 
0 
CI) n a n k u n g i n t h a  du o f .  n a n k u - n g i n t h a n a r r u - n g i n t h a  po: 
� 
p.., n a n k u du o s b .  n a n  k u  n a r r u 
Q n a n k u n ern e  p c . m .  n a n k u - n e rn e  n a r r u - n e rn e  z 
0 
(,) n a n k u n g i rn e p c .  
� 

r .  n a n k u - n g i rn e n a r r u - n g i rn e 
CI) n a n k i  pc . s b . n a n  n a  r r a  

and p I .  

n u k u n u  s g .  m .  ¢ n a  

n i g u n u  s g .  f .  ¢ n g e  
z 

p e n i n t h a du o n ku - n i n t h a  r r u - n i n t h a  0 m .  
CI) 
po: p e n i n g i n t h a du o f .  n k u - n g i n t h a r r u - n g i n t h a  � 
p.., 

p i g u n a  d u o  s b .  n k u  r r u  
Q 
po: p e n  e rn e  pc . m .  n k u - n e me r r u - n e m e  H 
::r: 

p e n i n g i rn e E-t pc . r .  n k u - n g i m e r r u - n g i m e 

p i g u n u  p c . s b .  n r r a 
and p I .  

PERFECT TENSE ONLY 

n u k u n u  sg . m .  ¢ n a  

z n i g u n u  sg . f .  ¢ n g e  
0 
CI) p e n i n t h a du o m .  p u n k u - n i n t h a  p i r r u - n i n t h a po: 
� 

p e n i n g i n t h a  p.., d u o  f .  p u n k u - n g i n t h a p i r r u - n g i n t h a 
Q p i g u n a  du o sb . p u n k u  p i r r u  po: 
H 
::r: p e n em e  pc . m .  p u n k u - n e m e  p i r r u - n em e  
E-t 

p e n i n g i rn e p c . r .  p u n k u - n g i rn e p i r r u - n g i rne 

p i g u n u  p c . sb . p u n  p i r r a  
and pI . 
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