
THE NOM I NAT IVE SH I FT I N  HAWA I IAN CREOLE PRONOM I NAL I SAT I ON* 
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O .  I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Some chi ld 

( h r ,  h i m , a s ,  

speakers o f  Hawaiian Creole ( HC )  use a c c usat ive pronouns 

d e m ) in s ubj e c t  p o s i t ion , e . g . : 

1 .  H r  n o  1 e t  m i . 1 

She di dn ' t  t e t  m e . 

2 .  A s  t u  s ma w l . 

We ' r e  too sma t L  

Pre liminary evidence from both informant s '  account s and several d i f

ferent types o f  t e xt 2 indicat e s  t hat : 

a .  There i s  a st rong ' nominat ive shi ft ' gradually replacing 

ac cusat i ve subj e c t  pronouns with their nominat ive count erpart s 

in the lexicons of HC speakers as their grammars develop . 

b .  The ' nominat i ve shi ft ' has at least one apparent constraint : 

c .  

Subj e c t s  o f  copular sent ences such as 2 above retain the 

accusative form longe st . 

A c c usative subj ect pronouns are repre sentat ive o f  b a s i l e c t a 1 3 

4 HC , chi l d  HC , and ' p lantation ' pidgin . 

1 .  H Y P HO - E L I C I TA T I O N  I N  L I N G U I S T I C  A N A L Y S I S  

I t  i s  p ert inent here t o  c a l l  t o  the reader ' s  at t ention the nove l  

e l i c i t at i on t e c hnique - ' hypno - e l i c i t at ion , 5 - which provided t he aut hor 

with a re lat i vely instantaneous longitudinal analy s i s . One maj or goal 

of  this paper is t o  demonstrate the e ffe c t i vene s s  o f  hypno-el i c i t at ion 

and i t s  promi se for the creoli s t  and general lingu i s t  alike . Through 

* 
Thi s paper was presented at the Pidgin and Creole Conference in Honolulu in 1975 . 
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t he use of hypnot ic age-re gres sion , t e xt s  were e li c i t e d  from Tere sa 

Makuakane ( hereafter S )  - 2 1  years old;  born and rai se d  in Hilo , on 

t he i s land o f  Hawaii and a polylectal speaker of Hawaiian Engli s h .  The 

unique aspect of t he s e  t e xt s  is t hat they repre sent suc c e s s ive point s 

on t he devel opmental continuum . The average lengt h  o f  utterance in

creas e s  from 3 . 1 0 in s e s sion one , then up to 3 . 8 8 in s e s s ion two and 

3 . 8 7 7 in s e s s i on three , and then up t o  4 . 18 in ses sion four . In the 

fi rst s e s s i o n ,  S was regre s s e d  t o  about age t hree , in t he s econd and 

t hird to abo ut four , and in the fourth to about five . 

2 .  T H E  NOM I NAT I V E  S H I F T 

Tab l e  IA b elow s hows t hat in s uc c e s sive t e xt s ,  S uses  increasing 

numb ers o f  nominat ive s h i as s ub j e c t  pronoun versus a c c usat i ve h r .  

Tab le IB and Ie  b elow show an apparently simi lar increase in percent age 

o f  s h i  use in dire c t ·  relat i on t o  age for the t hree He-speaking sib lings 

from Kalihi ( on Oah u )  in 1 9 7 1  and from t he two He-speaking sib lings 

from Punaluu ( also on Oahu ) in 1 9 5 1 . Thi s  increase in s h i percentage 

is t entat ively lab e l l e d  a ' nomi native shift ' .  

' HR '  TOTALS 

TABLE IA 

Tokens from S at D i fferent Regre s s e d  Age - l eve l s  

Session It Suggested Age ItHr ItShi %Shi 

1 3 3 2  6 1 6  

2 4 2 1  5 1 9  

3 4 +  16 6 2 7  

4 5 2 6 7 5  

TABLE I B  

Tokens from Ka l ih i  S ib l ings ( 19 7 1) 

Subj ect Age ItHr ItShi %Shi 

Bo . 3 3 1 2 5  

Do . 4 1 1  5 3 0  

C l .  5 4 4 5 0  

TABLE I e  

Tokens from Puna l uu S ib l ings ( 19 5 1)  

Subj ect Age ItHr ItShi % Shi 

A .  6 2 0 0 

D .  7 9 9 5 0  
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I t  i s  e specially s igni f i c ant that the older children i n  both the 

Kalihi ( Table IB ) and Punaluu ( Table I C )  samples  use more s h i  t han the 

younger one s . Thi s  sugge st s that differences in the data obtained 

from 5 at di fferent regre s s e d  age-levels correspond t o  di fferences 

ob serve d between sib lings o f  various age s both in 1 9 7 1  and 1 9 5 1 . Whi le 

data are s t i l l  very l i mi t e d , this corre spondence between the data ob 

t ained from 5 under age-regre s sion and that obtained from actua l  chi l

dren doe s  seem to lend credence t o  the hypothe s i s  of nominat ive shift . 

I t  i s  a l s o  inte re s t ing that the Punaluu children , who were b orn only 

a few years b e fore 5 ,  s upply evidence t hat nominat i ve shi ft may have 

e x i s t e d  at t he t ime t hat 5 was re gre s sed to and earlier . Thi s provides 

t entat ive support for the reality of  the hypno - e l i c i t ed- t e x t s . 

The third person s ingular feminine sub j e c t  pronoun ( h r / s h i )  was 

chosen here for comparison , due mainly to the ab sence of  enough tokens 

o f  the other forms in the t e xt s  from the Kalihi and Punaluu chi l dren . 

The Kalihi children produced only one first person p l ural subj e c t  pro

noun and t hat was the accusative a s .  The Punaluu children produced 2 0  

tokens of  first person plural s ubj e c t , a l l  o f  t hem being a s . For the 

Punaluu chi l dren then - at least for the first person p lural - t here 

is no nominat ive s hi ft apparent . Thi s could sugges t  that the pro c e s s  

moves fas t er in s ome envi ronment s t han others . Thi s  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  

exp lored further b e low , o n  t he b as i s  of  the hypno-eli c ited dat a .  But in 

any case , t here b eing no other t okens for the Punaluu and Kalihi sib

lings , we now turn to the ri cher hypno - e l i c i t e d  dat a . 

As Tab le I I  b elow shows , S produce s  enough t okens o f  a s  and w i  t o  

demonst rate a n  apparent nominat i ve shift qui t e  l i ke that ob served for 

all s ubj e c t s  in Tab le s  IA-C . 

' AS '  TOTALS 

TABLE I I  

(Al l  Tokens from 5 a t  D i fferent R e g r e s s e d  Age - l ev e l s )  

Session # 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sugges ted Age 

3 

4 

4 +  

5 

#As #Wi %Wi 

1 1 5 0  

4 5 5 6  

4 39 9 1  

0 2 1 0 0  

Again t here i s  a ri sing perc entage o f  t h e  nominat ive a s  i n  dire c t  re

lation t o  age , from 50% to 1 0 0 % . There is s t i l l  que s t i on whether t here 

i s  any s i gnificance in t he distinct ions between the l e s s -populated 

c e l l s  of  s e s s i ons 1 and 4 and the more populat ed cells o f  s e ss ions 2 

and 3 .  Yet the fac t  5 uses considerab ly greater percentages o f  w i  in 

s e ss ions 3 and 4 than in s e s sions 1 and 2 i s  quite c lear . 
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S u s e s  virtually no third p erson p lural subj e c t  pronouns ( d e m/ d e i ) ,  

t here are enough third person s ingular mas culine subj e c t  pronouns 

( h i m/ h i )  to make analysis  intere s t ing . Tab le I I I  indicate s  an increase 

in nominat ive pronoun use rel at ive t o  age s imi lar to Tab l e s  IA and I I ,  

yet t here are some marked difference s . 

' H IM '  TOTALS 

TABLE I I I  

(Al l  Tokens f rom S a t  D i fferen t  R e g r e s s e d  Age - l eve l s )  

Session It S ugge s ted Age ItHim #Hi %Hi 

1 3 3 16 16 

2 4 0 1 0  1 0 0  

3 4+ 0 7 1 0 0  

4 5 [ 1 ] 1 7  9 4 

Though t he percentages of nominat i ve h i  are the same a s  t ho s e  o f  nomi 

nat ive s h i in s e s s ion 1 ( See  Tab l e  IA for s h i  percentage s ) , they j ump 

a l l  the way t o  1 0 0% for s e s s ions 2 and 3 ,  and t o  9 4 % for s e s si on 4 .  

Aga i n ,  i t  i s  far too early t o  att empt any conclusive analys i s ,  b ut t he s e  

figure s d o  s ugge st  t hat nominati ve shi ft move s much more rap i dly for 

t he mascul ine than for the feminine third person s ingular . There i s  

one anomaly i n  Tab le I I I : the appearance o f  a s ingle h i m  s ubj e c t  

( bracketed in Tab le I I I ) in s e s s ion one . There does seem t o  b e  an 

e xp lanat ion for thi s , whi ch i s  presented in part 3 ,  page 1 56 b e low . 

3 .  C O N S T RA I NTS  O N  T H E  N O M I NAT I V E  S H I FT 

There i s  an apparent constraint on t he nomi native shift in S ' s  t e xt s .  

It seems that there are con s i st ently fewer nominative subj e c t  pronouns 

u s e d  j us t  in case  the sentence i s  copular , 2 above and 3 below . 

3 .  H r o n i s maw l . 

She ' s  o n ly sma l l .  

Note that there i s  no copular in e i t her 2 or 3 .  Thi s absence o f  Engli sh 

copula in c opular sentence s  i s  a dominant feat ure of b a s i le c t al HC ( see 

Day 1 9 7 3 ) ,  e spec ially i n  sentence s  l i ke 2 or 3 ,  where the predicate i s  

adj e c t ival . I t  seems that the pre s s ure t o  nominat i vi s e  s ubj e c t  pronouns 

is s omehow reduce d  in s uch s entenc e s . 

Tab le IV below s ugge s t s  mo st  strongly ( though not conclus ive ly , of 

course , due t o  the sma l l  amount o f  dat a ) t hat there is the fo l l owing 

constraint on nomlnat ivi sat ion based upon sentence t ype : Copular sen

tences  do not allow a s  many nominat ive subj e c t  pronouns , nor do they 

allow t hem a s  soon in deve lopment . 
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TABLE IV 

(Al l Tokens from 5 a t  D i f f e r ent R e gr e s s e d  Ag e - l ev e l s )  

H R  SHI 

Session # Suggested Age +Cop -Cop +Cop -Cop 

1 3 1 1  2 1  0 6 

2 4 1 0  1 1  0 5 
3 4 +  5 1 1  0 6 

4 5 2 0 2 4 

AS WI 

1 3 0 1 0 2 
2 4 3 1 0 5 
3 4 +  2 2 1 4 0  
4 5 0 0 0 2 

MI AI 

1 3 3 0 2 35 

2 4 1 0 1 3 7  

3 4 +  1 0 0 2 7  
4 5 1 0 6 3 8  

HIM HI 

1 3 1 2 2 1 1  
2 4 0 0 0 1 0  
3 4 +  0 0 0 7 
4 5 1 0 2 1 5  

Looking first a t  t h e  figur e s  for H R  vs . SHI a t  t he t op o f  Tab le I V ,  in 

s e s si on 4 ,  a l l  +Cop sentences and about 8 0 %  of -Cop sent e n c e s  require 

HR . In s e s sion 3 ,  all +Cop sent enc e s  and about 6 8 %  -Cop sentences 

require HR . In s e s s ion 2 ,  a l l  +Cop and about 65% -Cop have HR . But in 

s e s s i on 1 ,  only hal f  o f  t he +Cop and none of  t he -Cop sent e n c e s  require 

HR . What conc lusions can be  drawn from t h i s ?  It i s  apparent that al

t hough nominat i ve shift i s  observab l e , for b o t h  + and -Cop sent ence s , 

it i s  more rapi d  and earl ier in -Cop t han in +Cop sentenc e s . 

Tokens o f  the o ther pronoun pairs are again nowhere nearly as numerous 

as  tho s e  for HR-SHI ,  but they do indicate cons iderab le support for the 

hypoth e s i s e d  c opular sentence constraint . Not i c e  e sp e c ially 4 ,  5 ,  and 

6 b e low from s e s s i on 1 .  

4 .  H i  an i sma w l . 

I 'm o n ly sma l l .  
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5 .  M i  mo b i g .  

I 'm more big (bigger) . 

6 .  M i  mo - a - m i  mo b i g .  

I 'm more-a - I 'm more big . 

that the only o c c urrenc e s  o f  ac cusati ve subj e c t  pronoun m i  are in +Cop 

sent e nc e s ,  and t hat there are alway s high numbers of nominati ve a i  ( 35 ,  

3 7 ,  2 7 ,  and 2 8  tokens , respe c t ively ) in -Cop sent ence s .  That i s ,  there 

are suffic ient opportunit ie s  for the appearanc e  of the a c c usat ive in 

-Cop sentenc e s ,  and the fact t hat it  does not appear at all in the text s  

seems one of t he stronge st support s for the hypothe si s .  As for the 

pronoun pair AS-WI , the data are really too s c anty t o  contribute much 

s upport to the argument . They have b e en included in the t ab l e  mainly 

to show t�at they do not harbour any counter-evidence . 

There i s  one point o f  int ere st in t he HIM-HI figures in Tab le IV , 

however . In s e s si on 4 ,  there i s  a single h i m .  It i s  sugge s t i ve t hat 

thi s single t oken oc curs in a +Cop sentenc e . ( See 7 below)  

7 .  A i  s k e e d  . . .  M a i b r a d a  h i m  n o  s k e e d . 

I 'm s cared ( o f  dog s )  . . .  My b r o t h e r  he ' s  n o t  s care d .  

Thi s could provide an explanat ion for the anomalous appearance o f  a 

h i m  in s e s s ion 4 when t here were no h i m s in s e s s i ons 2 or 3 .  Not ic e  

t hat t here are n o  +Cop sentenc e s  at a l l  in s e s s ions 2 and 3 .  A l l  en

vironments are favourab le for the nominat ive ( h i )  and unfavourable for 

t he accusat ive ( h i m ) . I t  is perhap s only b e c ause there are 3 +Cop sen

tenc e s  i n  s e s s ion 4 t hat the s ingle ac cusative subj ect appears . 

4 .  A C C U S A T I V E  S U B J E C TS I N  P I DG I N S  A N D  NOM I NA T I V E  S H I F T I N  
D E - C R E O L I SA T I O N 

Ac cusat ive subj ect pronouns seem t o  b e  a general feature o f  the 

pidgini sat i on proce ss . Accusat ive pronouns are used as subj e c t s  by 

manY" i f  not a l l , Engli sh-based pi dgins and creoles  the world over ( Derek 

B ickerton , persona l c ommun i c at i on ) . It i s  only when de-creo l i sat ion 

has b egun t hat the nominat i ve -ac cusat ive dist inct i on b egins t o  be s t rong

ly e s t ab l i shed in t he l e xi con . 

Thi s general feat ure o f  Engli s h-based pidgins and creo l e s  i s  support ed 

by t he HC evidence . 

I t  seems t hat as de-creo li sat i on began in HC , t here was a ' phylogenet ic ' 

nominat i ve shi ft whi ch i s  in some sense re capitulated ont ogene t i cally 

in t he l ingui s t i c  deve lopment o f  the chi l d . In the extensi ve t e xt s  

( 2 0 0+ tapes of 3 0 0 +  speakers ) c o l lected b y  t h e  Non-St andard Hawa i i an 

Engl ish Proj e c t , only t rue pidgin speakers use a c c usat i ve pronouns as 
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subj e c t  with any frequency . Four pidgin speakers ' t e x t s  were analysed 

for accusative subj e c t  pronouns with the fo llowing re s ul t s :  Two 

speakers - a 6 0  year o l d  Japane s e  woman and a 7 3  year old F i l ipino man 

- had obligatory a s ,  but no other apparent accusative subj e c t s . The 

other two - a Japane se coup l e  of 7 7  and 70 who came to Hawa i i  t o gether 

in their t eens - had s light ly over 4 0 %  m i  ( vs .  a i l ,  b ut no othe r  

apparent a c c usat i ve subj ect s .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  that t h e  semi-formal 

atmosphere of  t he NHEP interview created a somewhat d i s tort ed p i cture 

for these speakers of  pidgins in Hawai i . I t  may we l l  b e  t hat they use 

much more a c cusat ive sub j e c t  when monit oring l es s ,  b ut their texts do 

provi de c lear evidence that they at least use the ac cusat i ve forms of  

some p ronoun set s .  Thi s i s  not  at all  the case for He  speakers . 

In even t he mo st casual sett ings obtainab le , speakers b orn and rai sed 

in Hawaii use very l i t t l e  accusative subj e c t  pronoun . A group o f  four 

plantat i on workers on Kauai ( perhaps t he se cond mo s t  b a s i l e c t a l  i s l and , 

based on preliminary findings ) produce d  only one a c cusat ive subj e c t  

pronoun in over three hours of  casual , beer-drinking interaction ( at 

l east half o f  which took place without the pre s ence o f  anyone o ut side 

the peer group ) :  

8 .  I f  m l  was da ga l hu  get jab  awred i ,  a l  no kam baek . 

If I were the guy who had a job atready, I woutdn ' t  (have come/come) back. 

( The speaker was a 50 year o l d  man o f  Filipino ance stry . )  

Another group o f  middle-age d p lant at ion workers from the Big Is land of  

Hawaii ( perhap s the mo st b a s i lectal i s land ) produced no a c cusative sub 

j ec t s .  The mo st care ful l i stening revealed only one or two pos s ible 

t okens of the feat ure in another b e er-drinking s e s sion with a group o f  

p lantat i on workers i n  rural Oahu ( generally-speaking t he mo s t  de

c reo l i s e d  i sland ) . 

The maj or point o f  a l l  this i s  c lear : A ccusat ive subj e c t s  are -

synchronically-speak ing - features o f  pi dgins and chi ld speech in Hawai i ,  

although they may b e  used infrequently b y  adult s  in the mo st informal 

atmosphere in certai n  as yet undetermined environment s .  I t  may wel l  b e  

t hat t he p i c t ure has changed over the years in a diachronic  nomina t i ve 

shift . Further inve s t i gat i on wi l l  compare o lder speakers o f  HC with 

pidgin-speaking count erpart s - as we ll as  with younger speakers o f  HC -

through use of both t he usual e l i c itat ion t echnique s and hypno

e l i ci t at ion . Hopefull y ,  this further st udy wi l l  de t e rmine whether there 

act ually was such a diachroni c shift and if s o ,  how it  was constrained -

by a copular sentence const raint or otherwi se . 
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5 .  CO N C L U S I O N 

To summarise brie fly , t hough no conclusions may be drawn at this  

p o i nt , it  seems t hat the data s upport the hypotheses of nomina t i ve shift 

and i t s  copular sentence const raint . Both the t e x t s  from Ms . Makuakane 

and those from the two s e t s  of sib lings c oncur in s upport ing nominat ive 

shift , and on the b a s i s  of this  c oncurrence , the author fee l s  some c on

fidence in using the more numerous hypno-e l i c i t e d  data in the argument 

for the copular sentence c onstraint . As for diachronic nominat ive 

shi ft , t here is no s o l i d  support in the data yet , though t here are in

dications t hat it  i s  at l east a vali d  hypothe s i s . 

The analys i s  o f  nominat i ve shift i n  this  paper does sugge s t , however , 

t hat longitudinal analy s i s  of a specific feature t hrough hypno

e l i c i t at ion i s  both feasible and valuab le . The reader is referred to 

a forthcoming paper by Bickert on , Peet , and Steadman for detailed d i s 

c ussion of t h e  te chnique s and promi se t o  lingui s t i c s  o f  hypno-eli c i t at ion 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  All  HC examp l e s  here are written in a broad phone t i c  trans cript ion 

( devi sed by Carol Odo ) with a rough gloss in Standard English ( SE )  

below . 

2 .  ' Te xt ' ,  as  used in thi s paper , means a sample o f  tape-recorded 

spee c h ,  e li c it e d  e i t her in an interview , in peer intera c t i o n ,  or through 

hypno t i c  age-regre s s i on .  

3 .  By ' ba s i l e c t al ' here i s  meant , a s  commonly used in t he literat ure , 

mo st creole or l east standard . 

4 .  By ' p lantation p i dgin ' here i s  meant the contact  language o f  immi

grant labourers who ret ain their mother t ongue for home and peer int er

act i on . 

5 .  ' Hypno-e l i c i t at ion ' i s  a t e c hnique conc e i ved b y  thi s writer and 

developed under t he ausp i c e s  of t he Non-Standard Hawai ian English 

Proj e c t  ( NHEP ) in col laborat ion with NHEP ' s  Principal Inve s t i gator 

Derek Bi ckerton , and psychotherap i s t  Clarence Steadman . I t  involve s  

regre s sion of  hypnot i sed s ubj e c t s  to earlier t ime s in their lives , at 

which point speech i s  e l i c it e d  in much the same way as  in normal 

e l i c itat ion . 

6 .  ' Po lylectal ' here means capab l e  o f  using several di fferent lect s  

from the creole cont inuum - spe c i fical ly , i n  Ms . Makuakane ' s  case , 

meso lectal HC l e c t s  and Standard Engl i sh . 

1 5 9  
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7 .  The di fference in average length of utt erance ALU b etween s e s s i ons 

2 and 3 is obviously insign i fi cant , yet t here is an overall increase 

in ALU in the four s e s s ions . Thi s  i s  t he import ant point here . ALU 

i s  int roduced here as a gro s s  veri ficat ion of increasing age in t he 

s uc ces sive sessions . There are other more soph i s t i c at e d  te chnique s 

c urrently b eing used ( repet i t ion t e s t s  courte s y  of Ric hard Day and 

Kamehameha Schools and analysis  of other features relate d  to pro

nominali sat ion ) but as yet unavai lab le for scrutiny . 



THE NOMINATIVE SHIFT IN HAWAIIAN CREOLE 

B I B L I O GRAPH Y 

BICKERTON , Derek ; William PEET , Jr and Clarence STEADMAN 

to 
appear 

E l i c i t at ion of Lingui s t i c  Data Under Hypnot ic Age 

Regre ssion . MS . 

1 6 1  



Peet Jr., W. "The Nominative Shift in Hawaiian Creole Pronominalisation". In Mühlhäusler, P., Lattey, E., Woolford, E., Camden, W., Steffenson, M., Clyne, M., Peet Jr., W., Mosel, U., Smith, I., Gebhard, J., Nguyen, D., Dreyfuss, G.R., Oka, D. and Reigo {de, M.D.} editors, Papers in Pidgin and
Creole Linguistics No. 2. 
A-57:151-162. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1979.   DOI:10.15144/PL-A57.151 
©1979 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.


	William Peet, Jr�151
	THE NOMINATIVE SHIFT IN HAWAIIAN CREOLE PRONOMINALISATION.
	0. INTRODUCTION�151
	1. HYPNO-ELICITATION IN LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS�151
	2. THE NOMINATIVE SHIFT�152
	3. CONSTRAINTS ON THE NOMINATIVE SHIFT�154
	4. ACCUSATIVE SUBJECTS IN PIDGINS AND NOMINATIVE SHIFT IN DE-CREOLISATION�156
	5. CONCLUSION�158
	NOTES�159
	BIBLIOGRAPHY�161

