
1 .  I N T RODU C TIO N 

CHAMORRO PREF IXES : 

J EANNETTE W I TUC K I  

Thi s i s  t he first in a proj e c t ed seri e s  of papers describing the 

prefixes o f  Chamorrol Chamorro is the nat ive language of t he Mariana 

I s lands , and is a language e specially rich in affixes of many types . 

To be c overed here are the pre fixes having an initial / a / . 

Morpheme s discussed will be written phonemi c al l y ,  except where ap ­

propriat e for allomorphs t o  be given phonet ically , i n  which case the 

form wil l  be  enc losed in phone t i c  bracket s [ J . ( For t he phoneme s o f  

Chamorro , s e e  Witucki 1 9 7 5 , 1 9 76 . )  All  vowel s  which are uttered aft er 

pause are phonetically glottal p lus vowel . Two vowel phoneme s  p laced 

in sequence are separate d  by a glotta l ; i . e . ,  / I a a /  i s  [ l a 1 a ] .  Thi s 

doe s not , of c ourse , app ly t o  the second member of the diphthongs 

/ a u ,  a i l .  

Primary word stre s s  w i l l  not b e  marked unle s s  i t  differs from the 

general rule , according t o  whi c h  such stre s s  o c c urs on the penult imate 

syllable . Stre s s ,  t here fore , i s  not regularly phonemic in Chamorro , 

but it i s  used t o  dist ingui sh bet ween a fair number of homonymous words 

and affixe s . Thi s i s  true for several pairs o f  prefixes which , t hrough 

one or another hi storical proc e s s , have come to have the s ame segmental 

phonemic component s .  An examp le o f  t hi s  is the stre ss  opp o s i t ion be­

tween / a - /  and l a - I , prefixes discussed in the following s e c t ions . 

2 .  KNOW N  P R E FI X ES WITH I NITIAL / a /  

Topping ( 19 7 3 : 1 7 5 - 6 ) l i s t s  t he fol lowing / a /  initial prefixes for 

Chamorro : / a - /  rec iprocal ; / a n - /  ' Z eft- over ' ,  and / a t s a - /  equalit y . 

The se will be briefly discussed b elow . 
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2 . 1 .  l a - /  

Topping stat e s  t hat this  means rec iprocal , and that it  " i s  alway s 

attached t o  a verb " ( ibid . ) .  Thi s explanat ion i s  identical t o  t hat of 

Safford ( 19 04 : 6 . 52 8 ) .  When the affixed form i s  used as  a verb , it  

require s a further prefix and a noun phr�se t o  indicate dual or plural 

subj e c t  involvement . / - u m - /  plus / a - /  is used for dual subj e c t , I m a n - I  

plus / a - I  for p lura l . 

E xa.mpl e� : 

U ma p a t sa I d o s .  ' The two touched each o t h e r .  ' 
'I ta Zked w i t h  the man . ' U m a d l l)a n  d z u ?  d z a n  I l a h l . 

M a n a g u ? t  I h i t .  ' We ( plural ) grabbed each o t he r .  ' 

In addit i on ,  the prefix / a - /  i s  employed as a noun-forming prefi x .  

Nouns t hus formed sugge st the result o f  a reciprocal relation . The 

p lura l  takes / a - /  + I f a n - I . 

E xa.mple� : 

a t u l) u ?  ' friend ' < t U l) u ?  ' to know ' 

a g "a i d z a  ' Z o v e  a ffair ' < g "a 1 d z a  ' to Z o v e ' 

a f a n t u l) u ?  ' fri ends ' ( t erm of a ddr e s s )  

a f a n g a ? t s u l) ' companions ' ( t erm o f  addr e s s )  < g a ? t s u l) ' compa nion ' 

2 . 2 .  / a n - I  

Topping ( 1 9 7 3 : 1 7 5 )  a s s igns t o  this prefix the meaning o f  ' le ft -over ' .  

However ,  this gloss fit s the sense of only a few of the forms derive d 

from i t s  use . ' Left -over ' i s  c l early inadequat e ,  being t oo specific 

a meaning t o  sugge st t he fun c t i on o f  t he prefix with a variety o f  

root s .  The idea conveyed i s  more generally that which e x i s t s  beyon d ,  

o r  overrul e s , t h e  root - i dea . 

E xa.mple� : 

a n - b a  I i  

a n - ka n u ?  

a n - t u k  

a n - p u t  

' du s t  (exc e s s  from sweeping ) ' < Spani sh b a r r e r .  
' Z eft-over foo d  ( e xc e s s ,  uneaten ) ' < k a n u ?  ' to e a t ' 

[ a n . nu k ]  ' expo s ed, v i s i b Z e ' j  

* / t u k/ 2 ' to hide ,  conce a Z ' .  

change I n  + t /  + [ n n ] .  

'beyo nd cov er ' j  < 

Shows morphophonemi c 

[ am . mu t ] 'medi c i n e ,  cure ' .  A s  a root , * / p u t l  

means ' to swe Z Z  up, swe Z Zing ' .  The most t alked-about 

nat ive ailment on Guam is I t s l ? n u t  m a l p i l  ' ho t  sore,  

a swe Z Zing that fe e Z s ho t ' .  To count er or ' overrule ' 

such a swe l l ing i s  t o  cure it . The phonet i c  

repre s entat i on re sult s from t he morphophonemic change 

I n  + p i  + [ mm ] .  



� n - d i ?  

2 . 3 .  / a t s � - /  

CHAMORRO PREFIXES : I 1 3 7  

' s how- off, gaudy ' < * / d i ? / ' s ma l l , sma l l n e s s ,  sma l l  

bit ' .  / � n - d i ? / i s  beyond or overruling smallne s s . 

Equality , samene s s .  Alt ernat e s  with / t s � - /  in casual or rapi d  

speech ( Safford 1 9 0 4 . 6 : 11 0 ;  Topping 1 9 7 3 : 1 7 5 ) . 

E xamp.e.e� : 

a t s � - u � a k  ' to b a lance,  make equa l weights ' < / u � a k/ ' to ti l t ' .  

a t s � - t a U t a U 'pe er, equa l i n  age,  s tatus e t c . ' < / t a U t a u / 'person ' .  

'we < / h i t / 'we ( pI ) ' a t s � - h i t  

a t d - i g i  ' t o comp e t e ,  con tend ' < / I g l /  ' to o u tdo ' .  

Thi s prefix i s  almost certainly derived from the anc ient C hamorro 

numeral for ' o n e ' .  After the Spanish gaine d  c ontrol of the Mariana 

I slands in the middle of the 1 7 t h  c entury , Spanish number words were 

sub s t ituted for the c orre sponding nat ive words . The nat ive Chamorro 

word for 'one ' is / h a t s a /  ( Safford 1 9 0 4 . 6 : 9 5 , 9 7 )  which in this prefix­

usage t akes stre s s  on the second syllab le . The loss o f  t he init ial / h /  

i s  very common i n  modern casual C hamorro speech . ( For another instanc e , 

see section 3 . 2 .  o f  this paper . )  

As a prefix meaning ' e qua l i t y ,  s ameness ' ,  / a t s � - /  c onveys the idea 

t hat two or more ent i t i e s  share one qualit y ,  nat ure , or a c t ion . When 

used in an a s s ertion of equal it y ,  it is fol lowed by a subj e c t  phrase 

indicating the t wo or more ent i t i e s  being equated in some way . 

E xamp.e.e� : 

a t s� - i u ? ka ?  d o s . ' T h e  two are the same height . '  

Lit erally , ' one - h e i g h t  t h e  two ' . 

a t s � - d a � ku l u ? I t re s .  ' The three are equa l ly l arge . ' 

a t s � - t a u t a u 5 1  M a r l a  i 5 1  A n a . 'Maria a nd Ana are equa l 
( i n  s ta t u s ) . 

3 .  F U R THE R / a /  I N I T I AL P RE F I XES 

The prefixes in t h i s  sect ion have not , t o  my �nowledge , been di s ­

cussed previously by other student s o f  Chamorro . 

3 . 1 .  / a - /  

Thi s prefix i s  unstre s s e d ,  contrast ing i t  wit h  / � - /  re c iprocal prefix 

( 2 . 1 . ) .  / a - /  means somet hing l i ke ' s e l f ' or ' e s s e n c e ' .  I f  affix p lus 

root result s in a noun-usage 3 , it refer s t o  something whi ch is naturally , 

without cause , an instance o f  the root meaning . I f  affi x p lus root 
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resul t s  in a verb -usage , it i s  an int ransit ive verb , a verb of self­

ac t ion . 

E xample.h : 

a g a r)  

a t u k  

a ka r) k a r)  

a d u m r d i d l ?  

a g u a ?  

a s u 

a s u g u a ?  

3 . 2 .  / a - /  'V / h a - /  

' to ca � �  o r  b eckon ' < * / g a r) /  ' n o i s e ' .  The tran­

s i t ive is forme d by adding / - 1 / :  / a g a r) l /  ' to ca � �  

someone ' " 

' t o hide, conce a �  (onese � f) ' < * / t u k/ ' h ug, e n c � o s e ' .  

'mo � ar, tooth,  thing wi th mu � tip � e  proje c ti o ns ' 

< * / k a r) /  'pro j e c ti o n ' .  ( The root dup licat ion act s  

a s  pluraliser . )  Compare / ka r) h i l u n /  ' horn or 

a n t � e r  of anima � ' ,  from < * / ka r) /  p lus / h l l u ? /  'on 

top ' ,  plus / - n /  relator . 

' gradua � �y ,  a � i t t � e b i t  a t  a time ' ( adverb usage ) .  

From / d r d l d l ? / ' a  � i t t � e  b i t ' ,  plus / - u m - /  pro­

gre s sive act ion . 

' to make a s t ep up and over ' ;  the reference i s  to 

the p i c t ured sel f-movement , not t o  what was 

stepped over . From * / g u a ? /  ' upward, arching mo v e -

m e n t  " as in / g u a ? g u a ? /  ' to cause regurg i tation ' . 

' smoke ' < * / s u /  ' coming o u t ,  away ' . Compare 

/ n a ? s u ? i /  'make i t  come o u t ,  t a k e  i t  o u t ' (as  

guts of a fi s h ) . Smoke i s  t hat whi c h  alway s ,  

naturally , come s out o f  a fire . 

the 

' s upport, for house raft e rs ; that which comes o u t  

a n d  u p  i n  an arching �ine ' .  From / a - /  + / s u /  

'come o u t ' + / g u a ? /  'arching ' .  

In a numb er o f  word s ,  a prefix / h a - /  has a freely alternat ive form 

l a - I . It i s  not c lear at pre sent whether f h a - I , wit h i t s  / a - /  allo­

morp h ,  i s  a prefix separat e from t he / a - /  prefix di scussed in sect ion 

3 . 1 .  The funct ions of / h a - /  appear t o  fal l  wi thin the range of the 

usages o f  l a - I , which was glossed as ' s e �f- a c t , s e � f- e s s ence ' .  Topping 

doe s not give a / h a - /  pre fix wit hout stre s s ,  though he does ment ion a 

stre s sed prefix / h � - / , said t o  mean 'usua � �y ,  often ' ( 19 7 3 : 1 7 8 ) . 

The fol lowing examp l e s  o f  the un stre ssed / h a - /  prefix i l lustrate i t s  

free alt ernation with l a - I : 

h a t l r)  'V a t l r)  ' b �ack a n t ' < * / t l r) / ' carry ' 

h a ? i f  'V a ? l f  ' torch ' 

h a t s u n 'V a t s u n  ' t orch for night fi s hing ' 
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h a g a ? n a  � a g a ? n a  'Agana ' ( main town o n  Guam) 

h a g a t  � a g a t  'Aga t ' ( town on c entral we st c oast o f  Guam) 

That the meaning of / h a - / overlap s with the meaning o f  the / a - /  of 

3 . 1 .  can be  seen in t he fol l owing : 

h a d u k  

h a g u ? 1 

' dimp Z e ,  i n  t h e  s ki n  or f Z e s h ,  of human, fru i t ,  

or v e g e tab Z e ' .  Such a dimple i s  an uncaused or 

natural dent . From * / d u k/ ' de n t  or p i t ' .  Compare 

/ ma d u k/ ' a  dent made by s ome agent ' .  

' to reach for s om e t hi ng ' < / h a - /  ( probably ) 

se lf-act emphasi s , plus * / g u ? /  ' grasp ' ,  p lus I - i f ,  

t ransit ive marker . Note that the sense i s  not 

that someone grasp s something , as in / g u ? t i /  ( see  

2 . 1 . ) ,  but  rather t hat the actor moves to grasp 

something -- he reaches for it . Such di s t inctions 

in the pic torial quality of act ions are common and 

very important in Chamorro . 

The / h a - /  prefix ha s a low frequency of o c c urrence , and t h i s  i s  a 

further reason t o  assume t hat all  c a s e s  o f  t he / h a - /  � / a - /  prefix 

usage be long t o  j ust one morpheme . Given my pre sent data , I hypothe s i s e 

that a former prefix / ha - /  has i n  the maj ority of i t s  usage s come to  

be exp re s sed as the modern preferred allomorph , l a - I . The alternat i on 

in a great many words o f  / h /  and / ¢/ ,  in init ial , medial , and final 

p o s i t i ons , strongly support s t hi s  suggest ion . 

3 . 3 .  / � ? - /  

This affix i s  e s sent ially an augmentative o f  the previously des cribed 

prefix l a - I , s e l f-e s sence or s e l f-act . The addit ion of the glottal 

stop and stre s s  apparent ly adds forcefulne ss , and/or deliberat ene s s , 

to t he doing o f  an act , or the a c t or who does it . When the resultant 

form is used as a noun , it deno t e s  one who does such an act regularly 

or profe s s ionally . 

E xample� : 

� ? g a �  

� ? a d a ?  

� ? a d a h l  

� ? p l a t s a  

' ( to make ) a Zoud n o i s e ,  booming s o und ' < * / g a � /  

' no i s e ' .  Compare / a g a � /  ' to ca Z l ' ;  / a g a � l /  ' to 

ca l l  s omeone ' .  

' o n e  who mocks or mimics ' < / a d a ? /  ' to m o c k ' .  

'one  who pro t e c ts or guards ' < / a d a h l /  ' t o care for ' .  

' dirty, unc l e a n ;  imp uri ty ( e n tire ly unc l e a n ) ' 

< / p l a t sa /  ' sp o t ' .  
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� ? h a g a  

� ? a m u t i 

� ? a po s t a 

3 . 4 .  / a ka - /  

JEANNETTE WITUCKI 

[ � k . ka . g a ] ' fi c t i v e  daug hter, g i r l ,  miss ' < 

/ h a g a /  ' daughter ' .  An addre s s  t erm for one who 

' ac t s  like a daughter ' ,  in t erms of soc ial 

fun c t i oning . 

' do c t or, h e a l er ' < / a m u t  1 /  ' to h e a l ,  cure ' .  

' gamb l e r ' < / a po st a /  ' to b e t ' < Spanish a p o s t a r .  

Thi s i s  a rare prefix , which i s  c learly derived from a general root 

with the meaning of ' b i ting, piercing, sharp ' .  Compare / a ka ? /  ' t o 

b i t e ' . 

E xa.mp.e.e� : 

a ka - I i ? I i ? 

a ka - d i d u k  

a ka - d u k  

a ka - g w i 

' s harp - sigh t e d ' < / a ka - /  ' s harp ' + / 1  I ? I ? / ' to 

s e e ' .  Usually / a k . I I ? i ? / .  

' ha v i ng sharp point,  edg e ' < / d i d u k / ' deep ' ;  

hence ' ( i t )  b i t e s  deep ' .  

' nipp l e ,  tea t ' < / a ka - / ' b i ti ng ' + / d u k/ ' de n t ,  

bump ' + ' b i ting bump ' .  

' l eft (dire c t i o n ) ' ;  pos sibly refers t o  the 

' cu t ti ng dire ction ' ,  the s ide one cut s  t o  ( in 

fighti ng ,  et c . ) .  

Thi s prefix i s  also produc ed as / ka - / ,  and as such i s  ment ioned by 

Topping ( 19 7 3 : 1 7 8 ) . He stat e s  t hat this  prefix "is  no  longer pro­

duct ive and is not easily labelle d" . He give s as examp l e s  the fo llowing : 

k a - d i d u k  

k a - I a kt u s  

' s harp ' < / d i d u k/ ' de ep ' .  Thi s also o c c urs as 

/ a ka - d l d u k/ ;  see above . )  

' s harp ' < ' I a kt u s /  ' t horn ' .  

It  i s  probab le that many other words produced with an unstre ssed 

/ ka - /  prefix are likewise exhibit ing a reduced form of the / a k a - /  

prefi x .  There will b e  more on this  i n  a future paper c overing / k/ 

initial prefixe s .  
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N O T  E S 

1 .  My ana l y s i s  o f  Chamorro i s  based on speech data from four infor­

mant s ,  all o f  whom derive from the same general geographical area , the 

environs o f  Agana , the capital city o f  Guam . Two o f  these informant s ,  

Ruperta Blas and Robert Underwo o d ,  were Chamorro speakers t emporarily 

re s iding in Los Ange le s .  The other two were Rosario Sab lan and 

Remedios Pere z ,  who generously aided me during a summer ( 19 7 1 ) o f  

fiel dwork o n  Guam . 

2 .  Asterisked forms are general roots whic h  are not used in speech 

without grammatical alterat i on by affixing , dup li c at ion , etc . 

3 .  The basic  meaning forms in Chamorro are general root s , without 

di stinction as to  ' part s of speech ' ,  like nouns , verb s , adverb s ,  

adj e c t i ve s , etc . Roo t s  are c hanged ,  by c ontext as much as by affi xing , 

to have use as verb s , nouns , and so-on ; even pronouns may be used a s  

verbs i n  t h i s  way . Hence t h e  terms ' noun-usage , verb-usage ' ,  etc . are 

c onvenient lab e l s  when di scussing a root and i t s  fun c t i ons whic h  differ 

according to  how it is employed in a phrase , somet imes regardle s s  of 

its affixe s . 

1 4 1  
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