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FINITE CONJUNCT AND DISJUNCT VERB FORMS IN NEWARI
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AUST I N  HALE 

1 .  T H E  P R O B L E M  

Anyone who att empts  t o  learn Newari s oon becomes aware that i n  

certain declarative clauses there i s  one form o f  the verb ( the conj unct 

form) t hat normally occurs with first person actors and that there i s  

another form of t he verb ( the disjunct form ) that normally occurs with 

non-first person actors . 2 Thus , with the verb , w a n e  ' to go ' ,  we get 

the following forms in t he past tense : 

1 .  J i  a n a  wana . I went there ( aonjunat) . 

2 .  C h a  a n a  wa n a . You went there ( di8junat) . 

3 .  Wa a n a  wa n a . He went there ( di8junat) . 

One might be tempt ed s imply t o  cons ider wana  to b e  the first person 

form except for the fact that in que st ions this i s  the normal second 

person form , 

4 .  C h a  a n a  wana l a7 Did you go there ( aonjunat) ? 

and for the fact t hat the conj unct form can be a normal third person 

form in c ertain embeddings , as , 

5 .  w��  wa a n a  wana d h a kaa 
d ha l a .  

for example , in Sentence 5 :  

He 8aid that he  went there ( him-

8 e z,f} . 3 

In this context the disj unct form also occurs but with a d ifferent 

meaning : 

6 .  W��  wa a n a  wa n a  d h a kaa 
d ha l  a .  

He 8aid that he (8omeone e Z,8e)  went 

there . 

Sent ence 6 could in fact b e  an example of direct quotation where 

Sent ence 5 could only be an indirect quotat i on .
4 

As a direct quota­

t ion Sentence 5 would have to be recast as follows : 

7 .  Waa  " J I a n a  w a na , "  d h a kaa  
d ha l  a .  

He 8 aid. "I went there . " 
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To complicat e  matters s t i l l  further , one soon discovers that there are 

impersonal verb s which have no finite conj unc t  forms at all . 5 

8 .  J i i wa k h�  s l l a .  I came to know that fac t  ( disjunc t ) . 

C h � �  wa k h �  s l l a .  
WH wa k h �  s I I  a .  

9 .  J l i wa s a a  ta l a .  
C h � �  wa s a a  ta l a .  

You came to know that fac t  (disjunct ) .  

He came to know that fac t  (disjunc t ) . 

I heapd that noi s e  (disjunct) . 

You heapd that noise (disjunct) . 

W��  wa s a a  ta l a .  He heapd that noi s e  (disjunct ) .  

The problem to which this paper i s  addres sed , then , i s  t hat of determin­

ing what it i s  t hat controls t he use of finite conj unct and disjunct 

forms of the verb . 

2 .  C O N J U N C T , D I S J U NC T ,  A N D  T H E  T R U E  I N ST I GATOR  

The prob lem regarding impersonal verb s point s up a very central fact 

about the conj unct-disj unct pattern in Newar i . Finite conj unct forms 

are appropriate only where the actor of the c lause i s  p ortrayed as a 

true instigator, one respons ible for an int ent ional act . Even with 

pers onal verb s d i s j unct forms replace conj unct forms where the actor 

is not portrayed as true inst igator . Thus t he c erb pa l a  in Example 10 

i s  conj unc t , 

1 0 . J i ! l a  p a l a .  I cut the meat ( intentiona Z Zy ) . 

whereas in Example 11 pa l a  i s  d i s j unct : 

11 . J i i  l a  p a l a  - c h a  k h a na I cut the meat (quite by accident) 

makh u  l a? y ou saw me didn ' t  you?  

The same distinction i s  made in questi ons . As shown in Example 4 a 

conj unct form will normally accompany a second person quest ion which 

has a personal verb . Thus Sent ence 12 has a conjunct verb as one would 

normal ly expect : 

12 . C h a  d a na l a? Did you get  up (vo Zuntapi Zy ) ?  

Thakurlal Manandhar has pointed out , however , that where the action i s  

port rayed a s  invo luntary and the actor for thi s reason does not figure 

as a true inst igator , the disjunct form will occur , as it does in 

Example 13 : 
13 . C h a  d a n a  l a? Did you g e t  up (invo Zuntapi Z y ) ? 

The reason that impersonal verb s have no finite conj unct forms i s  thus 

qui t e  c lear . They have no actors that qualify as true inst igators . 

So , while taye ' to heap ' i s  impersonal and has no finite conj unct form , 

n e ne ' to Zis ten ' does have a fini te conjunct form s ince it also can 

have a true inst igat or . Similarly , d u ne  ' to co Z Zaps e ' is impers onal 

but t h u n e  ' to paz e to the gpound ' is personal . Signifi cantly , those 
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verb s whi ch lack personal conj unct forms also lack normal imperatives . 

The few impersonal verb s , such as s l ye  ' to die ' that do oc cas ionally 

occur in the imperative have rather special semant ic interpretations 

in this usage . 6 They are not thought of as commands in the ordinary 

sense . 

3 .  Q U OT E S , Q U O T E  F RA M E S ,  A N D  C O - R E F E R E N T I A L  A C T O R S7 

Consider again the following sentenc e s : 

1 .  J I  a n a  wana . I went there . 

5 .  w��  wa a n a  w a na d h a kaa " d ha l a .  He said that he went there (him­

se �f) . 

7 .  w��  " J I a n a  wana" d h a kaa d ha l a .  He said "I went there . " 

Let us refer to the underlined c lauses in Sentences 5 and 7 as q UOZ�4 

and t o  the non-underlined portions as q u o z �  6 �am�4 . In 5 the actor of 

the quot e  frame , w�� 'he (agentive form) ' refers to the same individual 

as the actor of t he quote ,  wa ' he ' .  In Example 7 the act ors w�� ' he ' 

and j i  ' I ' both refer t o  the same person . In both 5 and 7 the verb of 

the quote ,  wana  ' went ' ,  i s  conj unct in form . This correlation sugges t s  

that t h e  u s e  o f  conj unct forms is not related t o  t h e  person o f  t he 

actor as such but i s  re lat ed rather t o  co-reference of actors . If the 

actor of the quote refers t o  the same individual as the actor of the 

quote frame , then the verb of the quote i s  conj unct in form . 

Can this observation b e  extended t o  account for the c onj unct forms 

in unembedded c lauses such as Sent ence l? If we follow Saddock , 1 9 7 4 , 

in positing an abstract performati ve for all such sent enc e s  then t here 

appears to be quite a natural extensi on of t hi s  ob servation which 

account s for the conj unct form of wani 'went ' in Sentence 1 as we ll as  

for the di s j unct form of d hi l a  ' said ' in Sentences 5 and 7 .  From this 

general point of view we can look at Sentence 1 as a qubt e  within a 

quot e frame where t he quot e  frame i s  a verbalisation of the speech act . 

For a declarat ive sentence such as Example 1 the quote frame could be 

supplied as follows : 

la o [ J  i I c h  i t a ]  " J  i a n a  wa na" 
[ d h ayi] . 

[ I say to you ] "I went there . " 

An imp l i c it quote frame of this sort const itut e s  an abs tract perform­

ative in Saddock ' s  view . Once such a quote frame is supplied it i s  

easy t o  s e e  how the account of conj unct and disjunct forms that has 

been suggested above for the verb s of emb edded quot es can be naturally 

extended t o  ac count for unembedded c lauses as well . Sentence 1 has the 

conjunct form , wa na ' went ' ,  because its actor , J I  ' I ' , refers t o  the 

actor of the implicit  quote frame . Sent ences 5 and 7 have the disjunct 
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form, d ha l a ' said ' ,  because in each case the actor , w�� ' he ' ,  does not 

refer to the same individual as the actor of the implicit  quote frame , 

name ly the speaker . This also exp lains why the conj unct form i s  as­

sociated with first person actors in independent declarative c lauses . 

Direct quotes involve the same pattern of verb forms as unembedded 

c lauses . Where the quote has a first person actor it also has a con­

j unct main verb regardless of the form of the quote frame subj ect . 

14 . J i i  " J l a n a  wa na" d h a k a a  I said "I went there . "  

d h aya . 
15 . C hH " J i a n a  wa na" d h a kaa You said "I went there . " 

d ha l a .  
16 . WH " J i a n a  wa na" d h a k a a  H e  said "I went there . "  

d ha l a .  

17 . J i i  " C h a a n a  wa n a "  d h a kaa I s aid "You went there . " 

d h aya . 
18 . C hH " C h a  a n a  wana"  d h a kaa You said "You went there . " 

d ha l a .  
19 . WH " C h a  a n a  wana"  d h a kaa He said "You went there . " 

d ha l a .  
2 0 . J i I "Wa a n a  wana"  d ha kaa I said "He went there . "  

d h aya . 
2 l .  C h {l {l  I OWa a n a  wana"  d h a kaa You s aid "He went there . "  

d ha l a .  
2 2 . WH I OWa  a n a  wana"  d h a kaa He said "He went there . " 

d ha l a .  
In Sentences 14 through 22 the conj unc t  forms are underlined . For every 

conj unct form there is a first person actor . In 14 , 15 , and 16 the 

actor of the quote refers t o  the same individual as the actor of the 

quote frame . In 14 , 17 , and 2 0  the actor of the quote frame refers t o  

t h e  same individual a s  the actor of the implicit  quote frame , name ly 

the speaker.  

4 .  Q U E S T I ON S  A N D  T H E  C O - R E F E R E N C E  R U L E  

Consider now Examples 2 and 4 .  
2 .  C ha a n a  wa n a . You went there (disjunct) . 

4 .  C h a  a n a  wa na l a? Did you go there ( conjunct) ? 

To thi s poiQt we have seen t hat the disjunct form in Example 2 can be 

explained on the basis of the fact that even though cha 'you ' is 

p ortrayed as true inst igator it does not refer t o  the same individual 

as the actor of the implicit  quote frame , namely the speaker . What 

explanat ion , then , can be offered for the faot that the verb in 
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Example 4 is  conj unc t ?  Two possible lines of explanation can be given 

whi ch are very nearly equivalent . One i s  that in true questions the 

conj unct-disj unct patt ern is det ermined by the form ant i c ipated in the 

answer . Thus , Example 4 ant i c ipates some reduced form of Example 1 as 

an answer . 

1 .  J I  a n a  wan a .  I went there ( aonjuna t ) . 

Simi larl y ,  Examples 12 and 13 also have verb forms which differ in their 

expected responses , 12 expect ing 12a :  

12a . J I  d a na .  I g o t  u p  (vo luntari l y ) . 

and 1 3  expecting 13a : 

1 3 a .  J i  d a n a . I go t up (invo luntari l y ) . 

Another way of accounting for these examples i s  t o  say that the conj unct 

form is required in true quest ions whenever the actor-instigator of the 

verb refers t o  the same individual as the g o al of i t s  quote frame , 

whether stated or implicit . The norm i s  i l lustrat ed by the following 

paradigm . 

2 3 . W{I{I  J l t a a  " C h a a n a  w a n a  
l a? "  d h a kaa d ha l a .  

2 4 .  W{I{I  c h a n t a  " C h a  a n a  wana 
l a? "  d h a kaa d ha l a .  

2 5 . W{I?  wa i t a " C h a  a n a  wana  
l a? "  d h a kaa dha l a .  

2 6 . W{I{I  j l t a a  I O W a  a n a  wa n a  
l a?"  d h a kaa d ha l a .  

2 7 . W{I \I  c h a n t a  I O Wa a n a  w a n a  
l a? "  d h a kaa d ha l a .  

28 . W\I{I  wa l t a I O Wa a n a  wana  
l a? "  d"h a kaa d ha l a .  

He asked me "Did you go there ? "  

He asked you "Di d  you go there ? "  

He asked him "Di d  you g o  there ? "  

He asked me "Di d  he go there ? "  

He as ked you "Did he go there ? "  

He asked h im "Did h e  go there ? "  

The conj unct forms in 2 3-28 are underlined . 

One might say ,  then , that in statements the inst igative or perform­

at ive focus is upon the speaker but that in true questions t he focus i s  

upon t he hearer . Alternatively one might say that the conj unct­

disjunct form of a true question anti cipates  t hat of its answer . 

5 .  T R U E  Q U E S T I O N S . R H E T O R I CAL  Q U E ST I ON S . A N D  T H E  F I RS T  P E RS O N  

The paradigm given in Examples 23  through 2 8  contains no  first person 

quest ions , no rhetorical questions , and no que s t i ons that portray the 

action as involuntary . The lack of first person quest ions in this 

paradigm i s  not an overs ight . First person quest ions are tri cky . If a 

question i s  a true request for informat ion , the questioner profe s s e s  

not t o  know t h e  answer . In a first person que s t ion , however , the 
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speaker cannot ask a true question about an action in which he portrays 

himself as a voluntary insti gator . Either he was the voluntary insti­

gator and knows perfec t ly well what he did or else he performed the act 

unwittingly and was not the voluntary inst igat or .  Newari grammar allows 

no other options . It  i s  possible to have a true que st ion such as 2 9-B 

in which t he speaker has forgotten the act in quest ion . 

2 9 . A :  C h � �  n haca I p ! ! I waag u Did you see  them fighting some time 

k h �  l a7 back? 

B:  J i  ugu i l ae ana w a n a  
l a7 

'Did I go there at that time ( I  don ' t  

reca t t ) ? 

A :  C h a  d u  t h � �  cw� � .  It s e ems that you were there . 

But even here the speaker can be an inst igator only from someone else ' s  

point of view . For true first person ques tions , then,  i t  i s  the im­

personal pattern that is followed . There is no personal int errogative 

form for true first person quest ions . The gap in the paradigm is real . 

Of course not all questi ons are true que stions . The que stion in 

3 0-B is a rhetori cal quest ion used as an emphatic denial . 

3 0 . A :  C h a  n � �  a n a  wana . You went there too . 

B :  J i  a n a  wana l a7 Did I go there ? (I mos t certai n ty 

did no t ! )  

Sentence 3 1  would be t he second person form of such an emphati c  denial . 

3 1 .  C h a  wa l a  l a 7  Did you come ? (Most  certain ty no t ! )  

Rhetori cal questions are different from true quest ions bot h  in form and 

in interpretat ion . As far as conj unct and disjunct forms of the verb 

are concerned they follow the dec larative pattern . Neither 3 0 -B nor 3 1  

expect an answer . They are not reques t s  for information . The inter­

rogative part i c le ,  la has a strong negative interpretat ion in these 

examples and both of the actors , J I  and c h a  figure as voluntary 

ins t i gators . 

Intere st ingly enough , Example 3 0-B could also be used as a test 

que st ion in a s ituat ion in which the speaker knows t he answer . Test 

questions do expect answers but they are not reque sts  for information . 8 

6 .  S UMMA R Y  O F  T H E  F I N I T E  C O N J U N C T - D I SJ U N C T  PATT E R N S  

There are t hree maj or patterns o f  finite conjunct and disjunct forms : 

an imper sonal pattern , a declarative pattern , and an interrogative pat­

tern . In the dec larative pattern t he conj unc t  form i s  used with finite 

verbs whose actor-instigator refers t o  the same individual as t he actor 

of the quote frame ( the speaker ) ,  whether expres sed or implicit . In 

the interrogat ive pattern the conj unct form i s  used where the proposed 

actor-instigator of the verb refers t o  the same individual as t he goal 
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of the quote frame ( the hearer ) .  Otherwi se , disjunct forms are used . 

These patterns are summarised in Figure 1 . The numbers in the cells  

. refer t o  the examples c ited above . 

( Ac.�olr.. it. no� 
( Ac.�o lr.. it. r nt.�iga.�olr.. ) r nt. �iga.�olr.. ) 

Ac.�olr.. it. Declarative Interrogative Impersonal 
c. o - lr.. e 6 elr.. en�ia..e. Pattern Pattern Pattern 
wi�h : 

Quote Frame Conj unct ( 1
4 

Dis j unct ( 8 ,  
Actor ( Speaker ) 5 ,  7 ,  10 , 1 - ( Gap ) 9 ,  11 ,  1 3 a )  

16 , 1 2 a ,  30-B ) 

Quote Frame Disj unct ( 2 ,  Conj unct ( 4 ,  Disj unct ( 8 ,  
Goal ( Hearer ) 17-19 , 3 1 )  12 , 23-2 5 )  9 ,  13 , 2 9-B ) 

Other Disj unct < 3 ,  Disj unct Dis j unct 
6 ,  20-22 ) ( 2 6-28 ) ( 8 ,  9 )  

F igure 1 .  SUMMARY OF F I NITE CONJUNCT - D I SJUNCT PATTERNS IN 
NEWARI VERBS 



NOTES 

1 .  This paper is a revised vers ion of a paper written in 1 9 7 1  and 

circulated in mimeographed form . The analysis of the 1 9 7 1  paper was 

restated and incorporated in Sresthacharya , Maskey , and Hale 19 7 1 ,  

pp . 9 9 - 10 0 .  The writer wishes to expre ss appreciation to Mr Thakurlal 

Manandhar , Mr Punya Ratna Baj racharya , Mr I swaranand Sresthacharya , 

Mr Tej Ratna Kansakar , and Mr Jagan Nath Maskey for their help in 

approaching this problem . 

The transcription used in this paper is a phonemic representation of 

spoken Kathmandu Newari . The transcription distinguishes five short 

vowels : i ,  e ,  a ,  a ,  and u ;  seven long vowe ls : 1 i ,  e e , aa , a a , u u , a e , 
and ae ; and five diphthongs :  a i , au , a i , a u , and u i . The s equences ,  wa 
and waa  could alternatively have been interpreted as  the vowels 0 and 

00 respectively . The nasalisation of vowels is contrastive and is re­

pres ented by a subscript hook ( i , � � , etc . ) .  All oral vowels have 

nasal counterparts .  For a discussion of the phonetic variants of Newari 

vowels see Friedman , Kansakar , Tuladhar , and Hale , forthcoming . For a 

statement of the relat ionship of this transcription to the Devanagari 

repres entation see Hale and Hale 19 7 6 . 

As for consonants ,  the transcription distinguishes four maj or series 

of consonants ,  a voiceless serie s : p ,  t ,  c ,  k ,  5 ;  a voiced series : b ,  
d ,  j ,  g ,  m ,  n ,  n [ � ] ,  I ,  r ,  w ,  y ;  an aspirated series : ph , t h , c h , k h ; 
and a breathy s erie s : b h , d h ,  j h ,  g h , mh , n h , I h ,  r h , and h .  

2 .  Conj unct and dis j unct forms are distinguished both in the past and 

future tenses of the verb . Past disj unct forms end in a ,  past conj unct 

forms in a ,  and future disj unct forms in I .  Future conj unct forms end 

in e except following w and 1 where e becomes I .  Thus the verb wane  
' to go ' has four forms ( past disj unct : wa n a ; past conj unct : wana ; 
future disj unct : wa n i ; and future conj unct : w a n e )  whereas a verb such as 

b l y e ' to give ' in normal speech has but three ( past disj unct : b l l a ;  

102  
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past conj unct : b i ya ;  future dis j unct : b i  I ;  future conj unct : b l l ) .  
For a fuller treatment see Hale 19 71c ; Sresthacharya , Maskey , and Hale 

19 7 1 ,  pp . 7 9 ff . ; Hale 19 7 3 ;  and Sresthacharya 1 9 7 6 .  For a discus sion 

of Newari tenses see Bendix 19 7 4 .  

3 .  d h a kaa i s  invariant and cannot be negated . For this reason it is  

better to view it as  a quotative comp lementiser than as the irregular 

causative absolute form of d haye ' to say ' .  It is optional and may be 

omitted , though in natural speech it is normally pres ent . With other 

verbs of saying its omiss ion is even less natural . Other verbs that 

take the quotative complement include taye ' to hear ' ,  n e n e  ' to ask,  to 

�is ten ' ,  ka ne ' to te � � ' ,  s i ye ' to know ' ,  cwa n e  ' to be under the impres­

s ion that, to s eem that ' ,  g yaye ' to b e  afraid ( thinking) that ' ,  and 

many others . 

w��  in Sentence 5 is the agentive form of wa ' he ,  she,  i t ' .  For a 

fuller account of Newari noun inflection and classification see Ha le 

19 7 1b ;  Hale and Manandhar 1 9 7 3  ( reprinted in this volume , pp . 7 9 - 9 3 )  

and especially the very valuable work of Kolver and Kolver 19 7 5 . 

4 .  Direct quotation in Newari is ent ire ly natural and exhibits the 

full range of forms . Indirect quotation is somewhat less natural . 

Speakers with whom I have checked generally rej ect indirect quotation 

of questions as well as indirect quotations of statements which involve 

first person actors in construction with dis j unct verbs . Thus , a 

sentence such as 

W�� j i  wa J a  d h a kaa d ha J a .  He said that I cam e .  

i s  normally disallowed as an indirect quotation , though i t  would be 

acceptable as a direct quotation , 'He said "I came ( invo �untari �y ) . " ' 

5 .  Impersonal verbs do , of course ,  have non-finite conj unct forms in 

constructions such as the following : 

J i i  wa s a a  taya cwa n a . I was hearing that nois e .  

where taya i s  conj unct in form due to its occurrence with the continu­

ous auxiliary , cwa n e . The auxiliary is the finite form in this example . 

6 .  Impersonal verbs comprise a significant s et of verbs in Newar i .  

O f  the four sets o f  clause types distinguished by Manandhar and Hale 

( MS ) only one set has actors . The verbs of actorle s s  clause types are 

all impersonal . Included here are verbs such as d h u ne ' to be finished ' ,  

ch i n e ' to b e  comfortab � e ' ,  ba J J ay e  ' to b e  s trong, durab � e ' ,  d u n e  ' to 

co � �aps e ' ,  b u y e  ' to be we � �  cooked ' ,  and say e ' to tas te good ' .  

7 .  In the 1 9 7 1  vers ion of this paper the term ,  sentential matrix , is 

used in place of the term quote frame . The term ,  sentential matrix , is  
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also to be found in Schottelndreyer , ' Person Markers in Sherpa ' ,  in the 

same sense as the term , quote frame , in this paper . Schotte lndreyer ' s  

paper is to be found in this volume , pp . 1 2 5 - 3 0 . 

8 .  Such questions , which test the hearer ' s  knowledge ,  may pose 

problems parallel to those mentioned above for true questions with first 

person actors . When one is asked whether or not he did something and 

is cast as the instigator of the act , he is then presumed to know the 

answer . If both the speaker and the hearer know the answer and if the 

speaker p4 e4um e4 that the hearer knows the answer , it is pointless even 

to ask a test question . Test questions thus appear to have a second 

person gap parallel to the first person gap which exists for true 

questions . 
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