
CASE AND ROLE I N  NEWARI1 

AUST I N  HALE 
THAKURLAL MANANDHAR 

This brief paper represents an attempt to answer j ust one quest ion : 

What are the maj or pairings of semanti c  role and morphological case in 

the c lause structure of Newari ?  The same quest ion c ould be asked dif

ferent ly . What deep structure relat ionships are s ignalled by each of 

the various case endings and in which context s do these oc cur ?  How are 

the roles of deep or conceptual structure mapped ont o  the morphological 

cases of surface s tructure in Newar i ?  

I n  Section 1 we introduce the six morphologi cal cases whi ch are of 

primary importance in the study of semanti c  role . In Section 2 we ex

amine the p airings of case and role that oc cur within t he actor complex . 

In Section 3 we consider those of the site  complex and in Section 4 we 

look at those pairings which b elong to the undergoer complex . We pre

suppose an acquaintance with the system of roles presented in Chapter 8 
of Grimes ( 19 7 5 )  and with the system of role complexes presented in 

Hale , 1 9 7 3 . 

1 .  Any analys i s  of c lause structure in Newari must deal in one way 

or another with six morphological cases . We use the t erm ,  cas e ,  t o  

refer to the morphological forms of noun phrases . 2 Following Grimes 

( 19 7 5 ) we reserve the term , role , for the deeper semant ic relations 

whi ch Fil lmore and others refer to as case relations . 

The cases of Newari which are central t o  the description of the 

clause are the following : t he nominativ e ( cons i sting o f  the uninflected 

stem ) , the e4g ative ( cons i sting either of the uninflected stem followed 

by " ? ?  or of the ob lique stem followed by or ending in a long nasal 

vowel ) ,  the dativ e ( consi s ting of the uninflected stem fol lowed by 
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yata ) ,  the eo m�����ve ( consist ing o f  the uninfle cted stem followed by 

yake ) , the lo e���v e ( consi s ting of the oblique stem followed by -e or 

of the ob lique stem with a lengthened final i ) ,  and t he g en��� v e  ( con

s i s t ing of the uninflected stem followed by ya) . These case name s wi l l  

be used exclus ively with reference to spe c i fic morphological forms . A 

sample of the morphological forms t o  which these labels  refer i s  given 

in Figure 1 .  
The ergative and locat ive forms often pre serve stem final consonant s 

which have been lost in the nominative form , though even the se c onso

nant s may s oon be lost . The ergat ive form , c e l � � ,  for example is on i t s  

way t o  ob soles cence and i s  being replaced by cyaa  " � � . The form m�� " � �  
now occurs alongside the ergati ve , mam�� . The all-purpose ergati ve , 

"� � ,  i s  paralle led by the locat ive , l ae ( or khae  in Bhaktapur ) for 

those speakers who have lost the oblique stem forms of various nouns . 

For further de tails on noun morphology see Hale , 1971 . 

chi Ld s Lave mother I he  

Nominative ma ca cyaa  mH j I w a  
Ergative macH cyaa  "H mamn J ! i wn 
Dative maca yata cyaa yata mH J a t a  j l t a a  wa l t a 
Comitative maca yake cyaa  yake mH yake j i ke wa l ke 
Locative 

Genitive maca  ya  cyaa  ya mH ya j i waya 

shop book lJater s hoe ins e c t  

Nominative p a s a a  s a p h u u  l a a l akn k I I  
Ergative p a s a l H s a p h u l l !  l a k h U  l akamu k i l n 
Dative p a s a a  yata s a p h u u  yat a  l a a  yata  l akn yata k l  i yata  
Comitative k I i  yake 
Locative p a s a l a e s a p h u l i I l a k h a e  l akamae 
Genitive p a s a a  ya s a p h u u  y a  l a a ya l akH ya k I i  ya 

F i gure 1 .  SAMPLES OF MORPHOLOG I CAL CASE FORMS IN NEWARI 

2 .  These six case forms operate within three funct i onal comp lexes 

in surface s tructure . We dist ingui sh an �e�o4 comp lex , a ���e complex , 

and an und e4g o e4 comp lex . Consi der first the actor complex . 

Within the actor comp lex we distinguish three d i s t inct role s ,  �g en� , 

�n��4um en� , and p���en� ( experiencer ) .  The only roles in Newari that 

have agreement pat terns with the verb are the agent and patient roles 

of the actor comp lex .
3 
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The form of t h e  agent i s  determined not only by i t s  underlying role 

but also by the c lause type in whic h  i t  occurs . Agent s are nominative 

in intransi tive and semitransitive c lauses .
4 

( 1 )  wa d a na He g o t  up . 

( 2 )  wa t h a n a  wa l a  He oame here . 

But are ergative in transitive and bitransi t ive c laus e s : 

( 3) � J a  n a l a  He ate rioe . 

( 4 )  � j i t a a  s a p h u u  b I I  a He gave me a boo k .  

Instrument s are relatively l imited in the ir occurrence but are ergative 

wherever they do oc cur . 5 

( 5 )  wH I haatj I n a l a  He ate with (his)  hands . 

( 6 )  wH � cu l a  He s tood on (his ) �. 
( 7)  wH m l khaa k h a n a  He s aw with (his)  eyes . 

Patient s within the actor complex are even more l imit ed than instru

ment s ,  oc curring only with a relatively smal l  number of verbs of s ense 

or cognition in which the actor i s  an experiencer . Such pat i ent s are 

also ergat ive . A number of t hese  verb s are impersonal . 

( 8 ) III wa k h� s l l a 
( 9) III s a a  ta l a 

( 1 0 )  III ka rma k h a n a  

I oame t o  know that faot .  

I heard the sound . 

I underwent the r i tua ls inoumbent 

upon a man during his l ife time . 

Where an actor i s  s imultaneously cast as an experiencer or as one who 

chooses  to have the experience of performing a given act , the genit ive 

form rep laces the nominative or ergat ive form . 

( 1 1 )  � j l t a a  k h l ca ke n a  
waya J l t a a  k h l ca k e n a  

( 1 2 )  wa khwa l a  
waya khwa l a  

( 1 3 )  wa s l mae g a l a  
waya s l mae g a l a  

� s howed me the dog . 

He was qui te happy to s how me the 

dog . 

He wep t .  

He ohose t o  weep . 

He sat  up in the tree . 

He ohos e to have the ezperienoe of 

s i tting in a tre e .  

Agent s differ from both pat ient and instrument s within t he actor complex 

in that agents c an be cast as genit ive experiencers but patients and 

instrument s cannot . 

Agent s and patients of the actor comp lex , but not instrument s ,  can 

appear in t he dative form when t hey occur in embedded s truc ture s  which 

induce doub le function . 
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( 1 4 )  � j a  n a l a  
waya  mam��  wa l t a j a  

n a ka l a  

( 1 5 )  � n a g u  k h a n a  
wa l t a J I I  n a g u  k h a n ka 

( 16 )  w\l? j l g u  k h �  s l l a 

J l i wa l ta j l g u  k h �  s i l ka 

He ate pice . 

Bis mothep fed him with pice (caused 

h im to eat pice ) . 

He saw the e ta!' . 

I made him e e e  the e ta!' . 

He came to know my e e c!'e t .  

I made my e ec!'e t  known to him . 

In Example 1 4 , wa l t a i s  a dat i ve form in doub le function . It i s  both a 

site  with respect t o  the causat ive construction and an actor with re spect 

to t he verb , n a l a  ' eat ' .  

The choice of case forms within the actor comp lex may be summarised 

as in Figure 2 .  

Role 

Nominative 

Ergative 

Agent 

Genitive 

Dative 

<Ergative 

Patient 

Dative 

Instrument� Ergative 

C o ndition� o n  the choice 0 6  ca� e 

In intrans itive and semi transi
tive clause types . 

In transitive and bitransi tive 
clause types . 

In choice-experiencer derivat
ives . 

In certain embeddings . 

In transitive ( stative) clause 
types .  

I n  certain embedding s .  

F i gure 2 .  PAIRINGS OF ROLES AND CASES WITHIN THE NEWARI ACTOR 
COMPLEX 

3 .  Consider now the site  complex . The site complex consi s t s  of 

cons t ituent s which in other languages have been called indirect obj e c t s  

and inner locat ives . 6 We cons ider here only those sites  which are 

marked by the six primary morphological cases listed above . Though many 

other forms occur , the maj or kinds of site are represented by the 

primary morphological case s . 

Within the site complex we distinguish three kinds of roles . There 

are s ources to whi ch we assign the role , 6 0�m e� .  There are goals t o  
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which we ass ign the role , lazz e� .  There are locations or limi t s  o f  ex

tent to whi ch we assign the role , �ang e .  Each o f  these roles i s  real

i sed in terms of two morphological case s ,  one for sent i ent beings and 

the other for insentient b e ings . The site  comp lex differs from the 

actor complex in that the choice of case forms i s  d ictated mostly in 

terms of c lause funct ion and only t o  a l imited extent in terms of con

struct ional constraint s whi ch stem from a choice of c lause types . 

Sentient latters ( goal s )  appear in the dat ive case in Newari . 

( 1 7) waa  � s a p h u u  b 1 1  a He gave a book to me . 

( 1 8 )  w a a  � c l t h i  cwa l a  He wro te a letter to me . 

( 1 9 )  wa i t a J wa r wa l a  He got a high fever (a high fever 

oame to him) . - --

Senti ent ranges ( limit of ext ent , effect ) likewis e  appear in the dative . 

( 2 0 )  j i t a a  l a a gaa The wqter is  s uffioient for �. 
( 2 1) wa i t a J ya d u  There i s  work for him . 

( 2 2 )  wa l t a t hwa s a p h u u  J y u u  The book is  suitab l e  for him . 

( 2 3) wa l t a t hwa s a p h u u  j h ya t u  The book is heavy for him . 

Sent·ient latters ( goals ) and ranges ( l1mi t of extent , effect ) appear in 

the genit ive case when they doub le as experiencers or possessors , but 

only in c lause types which lack actors . 

( 2 4  ) waya l a a gaa He has enough water . 

( 2 5 )  waya j ya d u  He has wor k .  

( 2 6 )  waya t hwa s a p h u u  J y u u  h \l  He says the book is  sui tab le . 

( 2 7) waya t hwa s a p h u u  j h y a t u  He says the book is  heavy . 

h \l  
( 2 8 ) waya jwa r wa l a  He suffered an attaok of fever . 

With certain verbs there are sent i ent ranges ( limit of effect ) whi ch 

appear in the genit ive ( and not in the dative ) due t o  their inherent 

experiencer or pos s e s sor relat ionship with the verb . 

( 2 9 )  M i ra � j ya t haku h \l 
( 3 0 )  M i ra � tyan h u l a  
( 3 1 )  waya kae c hamha  d u  

Mira says the work is  diffi ou l t . 

Mira beoame tired . 

He has a son . 

Ranges which are sentient locations and formers which are senti ent 

sources are both marked by the comitative case . 

( 3 2 )  wH � s a p h u u  nyata  He bought a book from �. 
( 3 3 )  wH � t hwa kh\l  n e n a  He asked me about this matter . 

( 3 4 )  wH � d heba p hwana  He begged money from �. 
( 3 5 )  wH � d heba ka l a He took money from me . 
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( 36 )  j i ke s a p h u u  d u  £ possess some books . 

( 3 7 )  W�y  j i ke d h e ba k h a n a  H e  saw money in � pos s e s s ion . 

Formers which are insent ient s ources are marked by ergative case forms . 

( 3 8 )  wH d hampu l a a t h  I I  a 
( 3 9 )  wH j i t aa � p l t l n a 
( 4 0 )  wa 5 i mH' kwa beata  
( 4 1 )  waya m i k hH khwa b i wa l a  

He 

He 

He 

got water 

chas ed me 

[rom the jar . 

out � the hous e .  

jumped down [rom the tre e .  -- ---

Tears came [rom his eyes . 

Ranges which are insent ient locations and latters which are insentient 

goals are both marked by t he locat ive case form . 

( 4 2 )  waya m i k hae p i ca a  wa l a  
( 4 3 )  Wyy  j i t a a  I haata e  da l a 
( 4 4 )  W�y  d a raJae  s a p h u u  t a l a  
( 4 5 )  ke b ae  kh l ca c hamha  d u  

A s ecre tion came into his  �. 
He s truck me on the �. 
He put the book on the s h e Z[. 

There is a dog in the garden .  

With certain verb s , ranges whi ch are insentient locat ions and latters 

whi ch are insentient goal s  are expres sed by the locat ive when physical 

locat i on i s  t o  be made prominent and by the nominative where the act ion 

as a whole i s  more prominent than the physical location involved . 

( 4 6 )  wa � wana  
wa � wa na  

H e  w e n t  home ( Zocativ e ) . 

He went home (nominativ e ) . 

Benefactives whi ch appear as sent ient goal sites with the benefact ive 

auxiliary , b l l a ,  are marked by the dative case form . 

( 4 7 )  Wyy  j i t a a  p a e n y y  b i ya 
b i I a .  

He did me the s ervice o[ financing 

my wedding . 

The choice of case forms within the site  comp lex i s  summari sed in 

Figure 3 .  An alternative representation in matrix form in which t he 

columns are headed by role names and the rows by the features , sentient 

effect , sentient location , and insent ient location is given in 

Figure 4 .  

4 .  Cons ider finally the undergoer comp lex . The undergoer complex 

cons i s t s  of constituents which have been grouped t ogether in other 

languages under the heading of direct obj ect . The undergoer c omplex 

inc ludes nominative patients whi ch are physi cally affected such as the 

following : 

( 4 8 )  Wyy  j l k e maca ka l a  
( 4 9 )  Wyy' j l t a a  s aph uu  b l l a  
( S O )  wu J i g u j h l r ka dH p u l a  

He took the ch i Z d  [rom me . 

He gave me the boo k .  

H e  paid m e  � ten rupees . 
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Role 

Dative 

Genitive 

Latter 

Locative 

Nominative 

Dative 

Genitive 

RangeE-----+ Comi ta ti ve 

Locative 

Nominative 

< comitative 

Former 

Ergative 

Benefactive---+ Dative 

C o nd���on� o n  �he cho�ce 0 6  ca� e 

Sentient goal s ites . 

Sentient goal s ites which are a l so 
experiencers or possessor s . 

Insentient goal site s .  

Insentient goal s ites with certain 
verb s ,  location not in focus . 

Sentient or insentient l imit of 
extent , effect . 7 

Sentient l imits of extent , effect 
which are also experiencers or 
possessors . 

Sentient location . 

Insentient location . 

Insentient location with certain 
verb s ,  location not in focus . 

Sentient sources . 

Insentient sources . 

Sentient goal s  with benefactive 
auxiliary . 

F i gure 3 .  PAIRINGS OF ROLES AND CASES WITH I N  THE NEWARI 
S ITE COMPLEX 

Latter I Range Former 

Sentient effect Genitive 

Sentient location Dative I Comitative 

Insentient location Locative / Nominative Ergative 

F igure 4 .  MATRIX REPRESENTATION OF THE RELAT ION BETWEEN CASE AND 
ROLE WITHIN THE NEWARI S I TE COMPLEX 

85 
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( 5 1 )  w�� j i t a a  � t hu l a  She �oo ked me some ri�e . 

( 5 2 )  wH j l t a a  c i t h i  cwa l a  He wrote me a Z e t te r .  

The undergoer complex a l s o  includes pat ient s which are abnorlnal , and 

which thus cannot be physically affected , but rather are brought into 

force , or into exi s t ence in some sens e ,  and are therefore ab strac t ly or 

metaphorically affected . 

( 5 3) w��  j l t a a  � t a l a  He imposed � fine on me . 

( 5 4 ) w��  j i t a a  c h a g u u  � kana  He to Zd me something. 

The undergoer comp lex also inc ludes ranges whi ch contrast with the 

ranges of the s ite complex in not being locational and whi ch contrast 

with the patient s of the undergoer comp lex in that they are neither 

physical ly nor metaphorically affected . 

( 5 5 )  w��  j i ke d heba k h a n a  
( 5 6 )  w��  bakh�� nena  

H e  saw some money in my possession.  

He  Zis tened to the s tory. 

There is a contrast in surface form between patient and range of the 

undergoer comp lex whi ch relates t o  personal pronouns . In the abs ence 

of dative sites , personal pronouns which are pati ent s of transitive set 

c lauses  can occur only in the dative . 

( 5 7) wH � da l a  He b ea t  me . 

( 5 8 )  wH j i t a a  bwa a b I I  a He s�oZded me . 

( 5 9 )  wH � heeka l a  He de�eived me / humoured me . 

( 6 0  ) wH � t hwa na  He �heated me . 

( 6 1 )  wH � s e n a  He ins tru�ted me . 

Personal pronouns which are range s can oc cur in e ither the dati ve or 

the nominative . The use of the dat ive serves t o  bring the pronoun into 

focal prominence within the c lause . 

( 6 2 )  wH j i t a a  l umanka l a  He 

( 6 3 )  wH l..!.. l uma nka l a  He 

( 6 4  ) wH � I wa am a n ka l a  He 

( 6 5 )  wH l..!.. I wa amanka l a  He 

( 66 )  wH j i t a a  k h a n a  He 

( 6 7 )  wH l..!.. k h a n a  He 

The nominative form i s  nonfoca1 . 

remembered me (fo�a Z ) . 

remembered me (n"nfo�a Z ) . 

forgo t 

forgo t 

saw me 

�aught 

me (fo�a Z ) . 

me (nonfo�aZ ) . 

(fo�a Z ) . 

sight 5?.l. me (nonfooa Z ) . 

The choice of case forms for patient s within the undergoer comp lex 

which are not personal pronouns may be des cribed as follows . If t here 

is no dativ& site , if the undergoer is sent ient and focal , and if i t  

oc curs in a c lause type of t h e  transit ive o r  stative set , then the 

undergoer is dati ve . Otherwise it i s  nominative . 

For a patient to occur in the dati ve case it must be sent i ent , focal , 

and an undergoer of a bitransi t ive , transitive , or stat ive c lause type 
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which has no dative goal-site . In the fol lowing c lauses , the choi ce of 

the dative or t he nominative form for the patient depends upon the 

degree t o  which the subj ugation of a pati ent t o  an action or state i s  

prominent o r  focal . 

( 6 8 )  w��  s a l a  g a l a  

( 6 9 )  w�� s a l a  yata  g a l a  

( 7 0 )  kha k h ya !  

( 7 1)  k h a  yata khya ! 

He rode the horse (neutra Z focus 

upon the act as a who Ze ) . 

He rode the horse (subj e cted h im to 

be ing ridden, pa tient re Zation is 

foc a Z )  . 

Scare the hens away (fo cus is upon 

the act as a who Z e  or perhaps even 

upon some grain that the hens are 

not to eat) ! 

Scare the hens away (patient re Za

Hon is  foca Z ) ! 

Patients which occur in receptive , b irecept ive , attributive , or bi

attribut ive c lause types can be nominat ive but not dati ve . 

( 7 2 )  wa s l t a He died.  

( 7 3) waya maca b u l a  She de Z ivered a c h i Z d .  - ---

(Example 73 is ambiguous . It could also be glossed , 'His (or her) chi Zd was born. ' }  
Pati ent s whi ch are insent ient can b e  nominat ive but not dat ive . It i s  

not possible t o  make the patient relat ion of insent ient undergoers 

prominent by use of the dat ive . 

He beat the mattres s .  

Insentient obj ects  appear i n  the dative only within the range role of 

the site comp lex ( limit of extent , effect ) .  

( 7 5 )  t h u k i yata  j ! j  d he ba 
b l  i d h u n a 

( 7 6 )  t h u k i yata  c h u  yae t e na? 

I have a Zready paid money for this . 

What are you go ing to do about this 

mat ter ? 

With certain verbs a certain amount of prominence can be gained by 

sub s t itut ing a locative range of . the site complex for a nominative 

insenti ent pati ent of the undergoer comp lex . 

( 7 7 )  w��  l asae da l a  He beat upon the mattress . 

The choi ce of case forms within t he undergoer comp lex i s  summarised 

in Figure 5 .  
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R o l e  C a4 e 

Dative 

Patient 

Nominative 

Range 

< Dat,ve 

Nominative 

Co nd���o n4 on �he cho�c e 0 6  ca4 e 
( any 4�ng l e- num b e4ed 4 e� 0 6  con
d���on4 4 u 6 6�ce4 �o allow a 
mapp�ng ) 

1 .  No dative s ite l BT , T ,  or S 
clause l personal pronoun . 

2 .  No dative site l BT , T ,  or S 
clause l sentient noun l patient 
relation is focal . 

1 .  Dative site . 

2 .  BR , R, BA, or A clause type . 

3 .  Patient relation is nonfocal 
for a sentient noun . 

4 .  Insentient noun . 

1 .  No dative sitel BT , T ,  or S 
clause l personal pronoun or 
sentient nounl range relation 
is focal . 

1 .  Dative s ite . 

2 .  BR, R ,  BA, or A clause type . 

3 .  Range relation is nonfocal .  

4 .  Insentient noun . 

F i gure S .  PAIRINGS OF ROLES AND CASES WITHIN THE NEWARI 
UNDERGOER COMPLEX 

In Figure 6 we summarise the relationships of semanti c  role to sur

face case in Newar i . Figure 6 has the names of the various case s as the 

headings of i t s  columns , the names of the semant ic roles as the headings 

of its rows , and an indicat ion of the sememi c complex and function in 

the cells . Empty cells represent pairings whi ch have not been found 

and which presumab ly do not belong to the system . The relevance of the 

three functional complexes ,  actor , undergoer , and site , should not be 

difficult t o  see , given the rather comp lex mapping relations between 

role and case in Newari that are pictured here . 
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Comi-
Nomina:ti.ve El[.ga..ti.ve Ge.rU:Uve Va..ti.ve .ta.t.(.ve Lo c..a.ti.v e 

Agent Actor Actor Actor- Actor-
ST , I BT, T Experiencer embedded 
( 1 ,  2 )  ( 3 ,  4)  T-Set (11 ,  Site (14) 

12 , 13) 

Iru.Vtu.- Actor 
ment peripheral 

( 5 , 6 ,  7 )  

Pa..ti.ent Undergoer Statant Patient-
non-focal S embedded 
(48-54) (8-10) Site ( 15 ,  16) 

Undergoer 
focal (57-61) 

FOlUneJL Site Site 
insentient sentient 
Source Source 
(38-41) ( 32-35) 

Range Site Site- Site Goal Site Site 
non-focal Experiencer unaffected/ sentient insentient 
Location (46) (24-27 , limit (20-23 )  Location Location 

undergoer 
29-31) 

Undergoer 
(36 , 37 ) (45 , 46,  77)  

non-focal unaffected 
(55 , 56 , 63 ,  (62 , 64 , 66 , 
65,  67 , 68 , 69 , 7 1 ,  75 , 
70) 76) 

La..tteJL Site Goal Site- Site Goal Site Goal 
insentient/ Experiencer sentient insentient 
non-focal (28) (17 , 18 , 19) focal 
(74) (42-44) 

Bene6c:td.ive Site Goal 
benefactive 
auxiliary 
(47) 

F i gure 6 .  PAI RINGS OF SEMANT IC ROLE WITH MORPHOLOG I CAL CASE W I TH
IN THE CLAUSE IN  NEWARI . 
Numbers  in the c e l l s  refer t o  examp l e s  g i ven in the 
text above . 
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NOTES 

This is a revised version of an article published in N ep�l 
Szudie� in Ling ui�zic� I ,  pages 3 9 - 5 4 , published by the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics , Institute of Nepal and 
Asian Studie s , Kirtipur , 19 7 3 .  

1 .  Newari is  a Tibeto- Burman language spoken by approximately 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 

over half of whom live in Kathmandu Valley . The theoretical framework 

of this paper incorporates both the deep structure roles of Grimes 19 7 5  

and the role complexes of Hale 19 7 3 .  The transcription scheme for 

Newari consonants here employed uses the stops , p ,  p h ,  b ,  b h ,  t ,  t h ,  d ,  
d h ,  k ,  kh , g ,  g h ;  the affricates , c ,  c h ,  j ,  j h ;  the nasal s ,  m , mh , n ,  
n h ,  n [ Q ] ; the liquids , 1 ,  l h ,  r ,  r h ;  the fricatives , s ,  h ;  and the 

glides w, and y .  The vocalic nuclei o f  Newari include the short vowels , 

I ,  e ,  a ,  a ,  and u ;  the long vowels , I I ,  e e , aa , a a , and u u ; the complex 

nuclei a e  [ E ]  and ae [ � ] ; and the diphthongs ,  a i , au , a i , a u ,  and u l . 
For each of the oral nuclei listed here there is a corre sponding nasal 

nucleus . Nasality is indicated by a subscript hook : i ,  T '  etc . 

We wish to thank Mr David Watters , Professor Kenneth L .  Pike , and 

Dr Joseph E .  Grimes for stimulating discussions on grammar in general 

and Mrs U .  Kolver for discussions of Newari in particular that have 

proved helpful and enlightening . The stimulation we enj oyed from Pike 

came in a workshop conducted pursuant to contract No . OEC- 0 - 9 - 0 9 7 7 2 1-

2 7 7 S ( 014 ) with the Institute of International Studies , U . S .  Department 

of Health , Education and Welfare . Our contact with Grimes was made 

pos s ible by NSF grant GS- 3 1 S 0A 1 .  We wish to express our deep apprecia

tion to both of these agencies . None of those who have helped us is to 

be blamed for any defects of presentation or fact that may be found 

herein . It is quite unlikely that any of them would have put things 

together quite the way that we have . 
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2 .  The case marker constitutes the last element o f  the noun phrase in 

Newari . It may fol low the noun directly as in s a p h u u  'book ' ,  s a p h u l l l  
' in the book ' ,  s a p h u 1 i i  ' from the book ' .  If a quantifier follows the 

noun , the case marker will follow the quantifier as in s a p h u u  c h a - g u u  
' one  book ' s a p h u u  c h a - g u  1 i i ' i n  one boo k ' s a p h u u  c h a - g u  1 i I ' from one 

book ' .  The case marker will attach to a pronoun , a determiner , or even 

an adj ective provided only that the element in question occurs at the 

end of the noun phrase . For this reason we refer to case as a morpho

logical form of a noun phrase rather than as the morphological form 

of a noun or pronoun . The case labels ,  nominative , ergative , dative , 

comitative , locative , and genitive used in this paper correspond re

spectively to the terms , unmarked , agent-marked , goal-marked , 

associative , locative , and genitive used in Hale 1 9 7 3 .  

3 .  There are two pos s ible agreement patterns , a conj unct pattern in 

which the actor is inflectionally ident ified in the verb as the speaker 

in indicative sentences : 

j I a na wa na I went there . 

or as the hearer in the interrogative : 

c ha g a n a  wa na Where did you a!!...? 

and a disj unct pattern in which the actor is viewed as distinct from the 

speaker in indicative s entences :  

wa a na wa na  H e  went there . 

wa g a n a  wa n a ?  Where did h e  a!!...? 

Where the actor is not viewed as identical with either the first person 

of the indicative or with the second person of the interrogative , only 

the disj unct inflection can occur in the finite verb of a s imple c lause . 

With first person actors in the indicat ive , however , e ither a conj unct 

or a disj unct form can occur depending upon whether the speaker wishes 

to identify himself as the conscious actor as he would in 

j I a n a  wa na  I went there . 

or as an unconscious or involuntary qctor viewed by the speaker t emporar

ily as having the status of a third person as in 

j i  a n a  � I went there ( inadverte n t Zy or a8 a 

third per8on ) . 

In questions , this kind of shift in agreement pattern is used to mark a 

rhetorical question . 

j l  a n a  w a na l a? Ma w a na r a e !  Did I a!!... there ? Certa inZy no t !  

I t  should also b e  mentioned that there are impersonal verbs which can 

occur only in the disj unct form as the finite verb of a s imple claus e . 
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4 .  The names for the various claus e types are taken from Hale 1 9 7 3 . 

In that work , c lause types are defined in terms of the predicate cate

gories , state and event , and in terms of the role complexes , actor , 

undergoer , and s ite . Bitransitive ( BT )  clauses have actors , undergoers , 

and s ites and are events . Transitive clauses ( T )  have actors and under

goers and are events . Semitransit ive ( ST )  clauses have actors and 

s ites and are events . Intransit ive ( I )  clauses have actors and are 

events . These four clause types constitute the tAan�itiv e � et ( T-set)  

of c lause types . Parallel to this are three other sets of clause type s , 

the �eeepti v e  � et ( R-set)  consisting of the types , bireceptive ( BR)  

( undergoer , s ite , event ) ,  receptive ( R) ( undergoer , event ) , semirecept

ive ( SR)  ( s ite , event ) ,  and eventive ( E )  ( event ) ; the � tativ e � et 

( S- s e t )  cons isting of the types , bistative ( BS )  ( statant , undergoer , 

s it e , state ) ,  stat ive ( S )  ( statant , undergoer , state ) ,  semistat ive ( SS )  

( statant , site , state ) ;  and descriptive ( D )  ( statant , state ) ;  and the 

att�ibutiv e � et ( A- set)  cons isting of the types , biattributive ( BA )  

( undergoer , site , state ) ,  attributive ( A )  ( undergoer , state ) ,  semi

attributive ( SA )  ( site , state ) ,  and circumstantial ( state ) . 

5 .  The instrumental role is somewhat marginal in Newari . I t  is 

certainly by no means the case that instruments can be used naturally 

wherever an agent can occur . There seem to be relatively few in

stances in which an instrument surfaces as an ergative noun phrase 

within an independent clause .  We do have examples such as those given 

here but the more general pattern for the expression of the instru

mental is that of the conj unctive clause . 

w� �  bepaar  yanaa d heba muna  He accumu �ated money � doing 

bU8 ine8 8 .  

J ha n g a a  � s a n kaa bwa l a  The b ird f�ew � moving its  wing8 . 

6 .  The terms , indirect obj ect and inner locative , are here viewed as 

names of grammat ical functions in contrast to the term , site , which is 

viewed as the name of a s ememic function . Similarly , the terms , 

subj ect and obj ect , are grammatical functions in contrast to the terms , 

actor and undergoer , which are s ememic functions . Languages differ ac

cording to whether grammatical function or sememic function is more 

accessible to beginning analysis . In Newari , s ememic function is much 

eas ier to work with than grammatical function at early stages of the 

analysis . 

7 .  For an illustration of an ins entient range ( limit of extent , effect ) 

which is dative , see Examples 7 5  and 7 6  below . 
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