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I .  I N T R OD UCT I ON 

Th e intr i c a c i es o f  genetic r ela tionship and linguistic diffusi on in 

Australian l anguages are as y et not fully understood. The odd simi lar

i ti es b etw een l anguages even far apa rt are temp ting and may mislead us 

into thinking that we can explain any unusual ph enomenon in one 

Austral i an l anguage in terms o f  wh a t  we know of ano th er Australian lan

guage: we may imagine that ther e i s  no thing r eally unique. Tense

marking in th e pronouns o f  Gu�u i s  of p arti cu l ar in terest from thi s  

point of vi ew ;  there i s  noth ing exactly like i t  elsewh ere in Australia 

though th ere are some rough simi l ar i ti es as in Pi tta Pi tta wh er e  pronouns 

are marked for th e fu ture tense ( Blak e and Br een 1 9 7 1 ) ,  in Lardil ( H a le 

19 6 7 )  and prob ab ly in Murawari ( Oates 1 9 7 6 ) .  Thi s uniqu e  feature o f  

the Gunu pronoun has aroused R. M. W.  Dixon ' s  susp i c i on and h e  states • 

the fo l lowing in h i s  review in L anguage 5 2/1 , March 1 9 76 ) ,  o f  S. A .  

Wurm ' s work Th e L anguage¢ on  Au¢ ��alia and Ta¢ mania : 

W [ urm ] un c r i t i c a l l y  r e p e at s  grammat i c a l  mi s s t a tem e n t s  t h at 
o r i g i n at ed i n  the  ' amateur l i t e r at u r e ' ;  i n  n o  c a s e  has  any 
att empt b een made to  c h e c k  or i g i n a l  s o urc e s  a n d  r e - e xam i n e  
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a c on t r o ve r s i al p r ob l em . Thus W [ urm J ( 8 3 ,  1 3 3 ) �ol lows 
C ap e l l  19 5 6  i n  b e l i e v i n g  t h at ' i n s ome o �  t h e  d i a l e c t s  o �  
the  D a rl i n g  Gr oup , t he i n i t i al c on s on ant o �  t h e  p e r s o nal  
p r o n o un s  u n d e rg o e s  c h an g e �or t e ns e ; e . g .  i n  Kurnu t h e  � i r s t  
per s o n  s i ngular  pronoun �orms �or p r e s e nt , p a s t  and  �ut ure 
are  � a d u , w a d u  an d g a d u . '  Th i s  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  Mathews 19 04 . 

� � � 

Mathews w a s  a surveyor and amat eur l i ngui s t  who gat h er e d  
mat e r i al on  a c on s i d e r ab l e  numb er  o �  Aus t r al i an l a n g u age s 
b etween 1 8 9 1  an d 1 9 1 2 ; h e  �requently d o c t o r e d  h i s  � i e l d  n o t e s  
�or pub l i c at i o n  an d ,  as S ch m i dt ( 2 4 )  warn ed , all  h i s  work 
m u s t  b e  t r ea t e d  w i t h  c a ut i o n .  An exam i n at i o n  o� Mathews ' 
n o t eb o oks  ( t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o �  w h i ch was  c e rt a i nly known t o  
W [ u r m l  - s e e  p . 14 )  r e v e a l s  t hat what Mathew s  d e s c r ib e d  as 
i n � l e c t i o n  o �  pronouns  �or t en s e  was  i n  � a c t  t h e  o p e r at i o n  
o �  a p h o n o l o g i c al s andh i - ty p e  rul e . The c anon i c al �orms �or  
t e n s e  morph eme s appear to  h ave b e en PRE S - � u n a - ,  PAST - � g a w - , 
FUT - r a g - ; the  p r o n omi n al s ub j e c t  n ormally �ollowed t h e  verb , 
an d i t s  i n i t i al c o n s onant woul d b e  dropped a �t e r  a t e n s e
�i n al c o n s on ant . We t h u s  h ave b u l g a - ') u na - ') a � u ' I  am h i t t ing ' ,  
b u l g a - ,) g a w - a d u  ' I  h i t  ( p a s t ) ' ,  and b u l g a - r a g - a d u  ' I  w i l l  h i t ' . � � 

There  i s  n o  al t e rn a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n i t i al s egment o �  any p r o n o un 
when  i t  � o l l ows a vowe l - � i n al w o rd , o r  o c c urs  s e nt en c e 
i n i t i al ly . 

The p re se nt p ap e r  i s  intended to show that this view is u ntenab le and 

tha t  GUQu pronouns are indeed marked for tense and are thereby a 

strik i ng and very unusual characte ristic of thi s  language. 

I I .  THE G U N U  L AN G U AG E  • 

Tense -marking in pronouns was 

not only of Gunu (1904 )  b u t  also • 

Ba : ru ndj i ,  b ordering immediate ly 

found b y  R . H .  Mathews to b e  a feature 

of the south-eastern sub -di ale c t  of 

on Gunu ( Mathews MS. ) .  Both Gunu a nd • • 

Ba : rundj i are d i a l e c ts of the Ba : gandj i l anguage of the Darling Rive r 

of N . S . W. Knowledge of the Ba : gandj i diale c ts has declined d ramatic a l ly 

and tragically ove r the l ast few decades to the p oi nt of extinction. 

I n  195 7 S. A .  Wurm vIas ab le to rec ord grammatical data from spe akers of 

Poonc ari e Ba : gandj i ,  Wi lj agali , GUQu , Bandj igali and p articularly 

Ba : rundj i.  Hi s main i nformant, the last sp eaker of the language , was 

the n  living at Wi lc anni a ;  she was Mrs Hannah Quayle (Malj alari ) a Malj a�aba

Wa� gumara h a l f- c aste from the Salisbury Downs-Yancannia are a . Sh e 

sp oke Ma lj a � ab a  as her fi rst and mai n  language , b ut had l earnt Ba : rundj i 

as a child , and also used i t  dai ly i n  the late f i f ties when some of the 

materi als p rese nted he re were rec orded by S. A .  Wurm. She was the n  

around eighty -five years of age .  L. A. Hercus started work i ng exten

sively on Ba : gandj i dialects i n  1964 and was ab le to work with the l ast 

speaker of Bandj igali and w i th people who h ad a good knowledge of 

South e rn ( P ooncarie) Ba : gandj i .  Wi lj agali was the n  already exti nc t. 

Mrs Quay le (Ba : rundj i )  had died i n  1965, and GUQu b e c ame extinc t i n  

Feb ruary 1976 w i th the death of the l ast spe aker,  the ce nte narian 
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Grannie Moisey . Many of h e r  gran d-daugh ters had l ong b e e n  grandmo thers 

an d she was respe c te d  an d feare d thr o ughout the Ab original Commun i ty of 

the n orth we st o f  N . S . W. Sh e was b orn a h alf-caste, Annie Clarke , and 

was reare d by h e r  mate rnal grandpare n ts who knew h ardly any English .  

In her early childhood she was c ampe d  under the wi ld orange trees near 

where Gun dab ooka Station was j ust b eing built. In her long and hard 

l i fe she wi tnessed the total de c line of the tradi tions in which she had 

been reare d and saw her own pe ople ' forgetti ng all the language and 

marry ing the i r  o wn relati o ns ( people o f  the same moi e ty )'. 'GuQu is the 

same as Ba : gan dj i ( i . e. Pooncar i e  Ba: gan dj i )  b ut i t  is differen t, i t' s  

my people ' s  talk, from Louth along the rive r ' , she use d  to say . 

III . DI F F E RENCES BETWEEN S O U T HERN B A : GAN DJI AN D G U N U  
• 

GUQu vocab ulary i s  prac ti c a l ly i denti cal with Southern Ba : gandj i 

from the Poonc arie area , over 9 5  per cent o f  the voc ab ulary i s  shared 

b y  the two diale c ts. The speakers were con sc i ous of this and commen te d  

repeate dly on the few differences that there were: e. g .  Geo rge Dutton 

( Bandj i gali  diale c t  of Ba : gandj i ,  1967) : 'We say y a n ma l a  when we talk • 

about breaking some th in g ,  b ut that old woman (Grannie Mo i sey , GUQu )  

says y a � m a l a  Q a b a  and that means th at she i s  go ing away ' .  D e sp i te the 

gre at simi lari ty in vo c ab ulary there were two maj or di fferences in the 

pronoun sy stem b e tween Southern Ba : gan dj i 

the o ther : 

on the one hand and Gunu on 
• 

1 )  Pronominal forms are affixed in Sou thern Ba: gandj i but not in 

Gunu . • 

2 )  Tense i s  indi c a te d  by ve rb al affi x e s  in So uthern Ba: gan dj i and 

b y  pronouns in GUQu , where verb al affixes p lay only a limi te d  

role in marking ten se.  

(1) In Southern Ba: gandj i the possessive markers we re i dentical in form 

to free p ronouns wi th loss o f  the i n i tial c onsonan t. They were affixed 

to a noun denoting the third thing posse sse d ,  c ase marking affixes coul d 

then be adde d: 

y U Q g a  
own 

• 9 I : r a 
country 

• • Y U Q g a  g , : ra y , n a 

-

-

y a b a ra -

camp 
( a ) y i 
lsg. POS 

( a ) y i  - n a  
lsg. POS - LOC 

' i n  my own c o untry ' 

- n d u  
ABL 

y a b a ray i n d u  ' o ut o f  my camp ' 



...........-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b a l u  -• 
chi ld -

b a l u : m a • 

w a l) a n j a  
ne s t  

• w a l) anJ a � a  

u m a  
2sg . POS 

, your chi ld ' 

- n a  � 
- 3sg. POS 

' i ts ne s t ' 
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Only very rare ly , i n  case of spe c ial emphasi s was an indepe nde nt p ro

nomi nal form use d to i ndi cate possession .  

I) a y i g i : ra (S. Ba: gandji ) ' my country ' 

I) a : na g i  : ra 
� 

(Bandji gali ) ' my c ountry ' 

But i n  Guryu posse ssion was normally expressed b y  a ful l and indepe nde nt 

p ronomi nal form . 
• g and j a 

g randm o t h e r  
I) a r I 

• 
m'l..ne 

' my granni e ' 

I) uma  
y o u r  

b a l u  • 
chi ld 

' y o ur a h i  ld ' 

• w a l) a n J a  
ne s t  

i d u n a  � � 

h i s  

' i ts ne s t '  

I n  order to lend spe c ial emphasis the pronoun can b e  repe ate d  in Gunu . • 
• I) a r I y a r a - y a r a  

thing s  

• I) a r I 
• 

m'l.. ne 

' my very own b e  longings . . .  ' ( t hey s t o l e ) . 

The same di sti nc ti on b e tween the two dialects app l i e s  in nominal sen

te nces.  

B a : g and j i 
B a : g andj i 

n U : l) g ( u )  � 
w om an 

-
-

' I ' m  a Ba : g a ndj i  woma n ' 

G unu • 
Gunu • 

b a r a g a  • 
woman 

I) a b a  
I 

' I ' m  a Gunu woman ' • 

a b a  
I 

(2 ) Te nse i n  Southern Ba : gandji i s  expresse d by spe c i al affixes, whi ch 

are a dde d to a ve rb al roo t  o r  verb al root and asp e c t  marker.  

The te nse affixes are : 

zero o r  - r - for the p re sent 

- d -

- d j -

- I) g u -

fo r the future 

for the p ast 

fo r the hab i tual and causal past 
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The incorporated sub j ec t and obj ec t pronouns fo l l o wed that tense affix .  

b a m i  - ( i ) n d u  -

s e e  ( tense) y o u  AG -

z ero 

b a m i n d u a y i [ b ami n d o  i J 

b a m i  
s e e  

- d -
- FUT -

i n d u  -
y o u  AG -

a y l 
me OBJ 

' y ou s e e  me ' 

• a y l 
m e  OBJ 

b am i d i n d u a y i [ b a m i d i n d o i ]  ' y o u ' Z- Z- s e e  me ' 

b am i  
s e e  

- d j  
- PAST 

-
-

i n d u  
y o u  AG 

-
-

b a m i d j i n d u a y i [ b a m i d j i n d o i J  

• a y l 
me OBJ 

' y o u  s aw me ' 

Th ere i s  thus in South ern Ba : gan dj i a verb al c omp l ex as follows :  

verb ro ot ( ±  aspect) + ten se ± sub jec t ± ob jec t 

I n  Gu�u as exp l ained b el ow, th e situa tion i s  di fferent, an d in any c ase, 

pronouns maintain ed th ei r in dep en den c e  an d were not usually incorpor

ated: 

I) i n d u  
y o u  AG 

I) a : n a  
� 

me OBJ 
d a d a  
b Z- o ak 

' y ou ' re b Z- o a k i ng me ' 

-

IV . T H E  P O S I T I ON O F  B A : R UN D J I 

n a  
PART 

The Ba : rundj i dialec t  sp oken by Mrs Quayl e  is of p arti cu l ar in terest. 

Though i t  h as some minor charac teri sti c s  of i ts own, in th e important 

i ssues un der di scussion i t  i s  h a l f-way b etween Gunu and South ern • 

Ba : gandj i . 

1 )  Ba : rundj i go es wi th South ern Ba : gandji in affi xing pronominal 

forms in b o th th e nominal and v erb al system . 

2) Tense-marking by v erb al affix es i s  optional ( no t  ob l i gato ry as 

in Sou thern Ba : gan dj i ) an d the pronoun sub j ec t  i s  affix ed, but 

th e pronoun marker changes with tense an d there are a number o f  

morphophon emic rul es that may b e  ob served i n  the jun c ture. 

V .  AS PECT M A R K E R S  IN G UN U  • 

R . M. W . Di xon, in terp reting the evi den c e  o f  Mathews, quotes : 

b u l g a  - I) u n a  I) a d u  'I h i t ' ( presen t) 
� 

b u l g a - I) g aw a d u  
� 

' I  hi t '  ( p ast) 

'I s h a n  hi t '  ( fu ture) b u l g a - r a g  a d u  
� 

• 

Mathews o ften writes ' u '  for a .  The Ba : gandji word ' to h i t ' i s  b a l g a -

and ' I) u n a ' represents - I) a n a .  
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- Q a n a - is a stem-forming suffix use d  occa sionally in Gunu to mark a 
• 

con tinuative an d pre sent day ac tion - it is not a simple tense marker 

for the today present, wh ich is expre sse d o the rwise : 

b i d j a  
o u t s ide 

- • n a  Q l n a 
LOC we PRES 

• n l : Q g a  � 

s i t  

' w e ' r e  s i t t ing o u t s i de ' ( today , r i g h t  now)  

The following e xample s may illustrate the u se o f  - Q a n a - : 

Q i n d u  - Q a l i w a y u  - r i  - Q a n a 
PRES y o u  - w e  two wo rry - Incep tive - TODAY-CONT 

' th e  two of us are worry ing a � �  the t ime now ' 

( w i n b a d j a )  m u : y a - Q a n a  ' ( th e  p e op �e are) rowing a � �  t he t ime ' 

y u : g u Q a : r i l a - Q a n a  ' t he sun is j u s t now g o ing down . . .  ' 

- Q a n a  is a spe c ial asp e c t  marker: there is no chance of analYSing it 

as * Q a n a Q  in any of its o c currenc e s ,  still less is there any chan c e  o f  

a 'san dh i e ffe c t' on a pronoun. 

b a l g a - Q a n a  Q a � u  

or 

Q a � u  b a l g a - Q a n a  

It would b e  corre c t  in Gunu to say • 

This sentence wou l d  mean ' I 'm a n  the time h i t ting . . .  ' 

- Q g a - is interpr e te d  b y  Mathews as a tense marker o f  the past. It is 

a perfec tive -in tensive stem forming affix . Like - Q a n a - it is l imited 

in its use . 

b a r i  

b a r i - Q g a  
• y u r i  

' t o 

' to 

' to 

' t o 

g o ' 

g o  away ' 

t i s ten ' 

unde r s tand ' 

Again there is no evidence whatsoever that might enab le us to interpre t 

th is affix as Q g aw-, nor is there any 'sandhi effe c t '  on pronouns. 

- r a  

There is a stem-forming suffix - l a  used thr o ughout the B a : gandj i 

diale c ts; this h as a numb er o f  c omplex func tions, mainly that o f  top

icalising 

b a m  i ' t o s e e ' 

b a m i - l a  , to  � o o k ' 

When a verb -stem con tains - 1- there is a ten dency for dissimilation and 

- r a is use d  for - l a ,  unless ano ther asp e c tual affix in tervene s :  



g u l b a 

g u l b a - r a  

m a l b a 

TENSE-MARKING IN GUNU PRONOUNS 

' t o te l l '  

, to ta l k ' 

, to  throw ' 

• 
39 

ma l b a - r a ' t o t o s s  s ome t h ing around, t o  a c t  in a s i l ly fa s hi o n ' 

b a l g a - r a - is th erefore used instead o f  * b a l g a - I a  ' to s tr i k e ' .  

Again there is no means o f  analy sing, - l a ,  - r a as * - I a g - , * - r a g - . 

The suffix c an topicalise any tense, though it is possib ly more c ommon 

with the future. 

d a y i -
� 

e a t  -
I a 
TOP 

d a y i l a  g a l i 
� 

m u : y a  - l a  

9 a I i 
FUT w e  two 

• • m l rl g a n a  

w a  I i 

• • m l r l g a - n a 
fi rs t-LOC 

'we two s h a  l l e a t  fir s t ' 

quarre l - TOP PAST we two 

m u : y a l a  wa l i  

d a y i  
� 

e a t  
-
-

I a 
TOP 

d a y i l a  I) a d i 
� 

d i g a  - I a 

' w e  two had a row ' 

I) a d i  
PRES t h ey 

' th e y ' re e a t in g ' 

w a d u  
� � 

re turn - TOP PAST he 

d i g a l a  w a d u  ' h e  came b a c k ' 
� � 

Again there is no question o f  sandhi . 

-

There are a n umb er o f  o ther aspec tual and t ac tion typ et  markers in 

Gu�u - some difficu l t  to analyse, they are a l l  independen t o f  b o th tense 

and pronoun . 

VI . P R ON OUN S AN D TEN S E  

Pronouns in Gu�u v ary with th e tense. The pr esent (and also the 

general n eutral form) is marked b y  an initial 1) - (z ero in th e c a se of 

th e demonstrative pronoun of vic in ity ) , the future is marked by an 

initial g - and th e p ast b y  initial w- . The materials c o l l ec ted in Gu�u 

in th e field al low th e follo wing p aradigma tic tab les o f  tense forms o f  

the pronouns to b e  set up : 
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l sg .  sub j 

l sg .  agent 

2sg . sub j 

2sg . agent 

3sg . sub j 

3sg . ob j 

l du .  1 

2du . 

3 du .  

lpl .  

2p l . 

3p l .  

dem. pron.  o f  
vic inity 

Present 

� a b a  

� a d u  
� 

� i mb a  

� i n d u  

n a d u  
� 

� a : n a  
� 

� a l i 

� u b a  

� a d u : l u  � 

• � I n a  

� u d a  • 

� a d i 

I d i " 

dem . pron. of � a � a  
distanc e 

Past 

w a b a  

w a d u  
� 

w i m b a  

w i n d u  

w a d u  
� 

w a : n a  
� 

w a  1 i 

w u b a  

wa d u : l u 
� 

• w l n a 

w u d a  • 

w a d i 

w i d i � 

w a � a  

Future 

g a b a  

g a d u 
� 

g i m b a  

g i n d u  

g a d u  � 

g a : n a 
� 

g a l  i 
g u b a 

g a d u : l u  
� 

• g i n a 

g u � a  

g a d i 

g i s! i 

g a �a 

( Ba: rundji, l ike S .  Ba: gandji, has i d u , no t i d i  as a pro noun of vic inity ) 
� � 

On th e who l e  ex c ep t  in cases of special emphasis , only one pro noun 

in a senten� e rec eives a special tense form; it is usual ly the sub jec t 

or the pronoun r eferring to the main topic . The o ther pronouns r etain 

th eir pr esent/neutral form . The pronoun sub jec t usua l ly fo llows th e 

verb , b u t  as the examples quo ted bel o w  will sho w ,  th e system o f  tense

mark ing canno t be link ed immedia tely with th e verb in Gunu . Even if • 

th e c hanges in th e pronoun had their origin in phono logic al co ndition-

ing it seems c l ear tha t  in th e present form o f  th e l anguage they have 

to b e  analy sed as changes for tense . This c an b e  demonstrated in th e 

fo l l o wing manner: 

a )  Th e pronouns are not linked with any par ticu l ar phonological 

environment, they can fol low any verb or verb + aspec t  marker; a nd 

different tense forms can oc cur in th e same co nditions: 

i) After all simpl e  verb s 

b a r i d j i  
far away 

-

-

• 
r l  
ALL 

d a n i � . 

g o  

' I ' l l go a l o n g  way off ' 

d a n i 
� . 

g o  
w a d i 

� 

P AST they 

' th ey ' v e gone ' 

g a b a  
FUT I 

l I n  t h e  t h i r d  p er s on s i n gul ar and t h r o ug h o ut the  dual and  p l u r a l  
form f un c t i o n s  as b ot h  i n t ran s i t i ve s ub j e c t  and  a s  agent , th o ugh 
l a t t e r  i s  s om e t i m e s  m arked by - r u . 

o n e  
t h e  
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Q u l a rd j i m a n i b a m i 
many corrob o r e e  s e e  

• 

• 
W I  n a  
PAST w e  

' w e ' v e s e e n r o t s  of corrobore e s ' 

m a n d i  • • 

ground 
- n a  g a : n d a ra 
-LOC b r ood 

b am i  
s e e  

g i n d u  
FUT y o u  A G  

' y ou ' r r  s e e  t he b r o o d on the pav emen t '  

b a m i  Q a d u  
-

s e e  PRES I A G  

' I  c an s e e ' 

i b a g a d i 
ray FUT they 

b a d i 
• 

e g g  

' they ' r r ray e g g s ' 

i b a 
ray 

• w l n a 
PAST we 

' w e  p u t  i t  down ' 

• 
- r I 
-DAT 

41 

i i )  after verb + aspec t marker (such as • - r I and - l a ,  examp l es for 

th e l atter are given in sec tion 

g i l  a d i Q g a  • w a b a  - r I -

n o t  
• -INC PAST I r'/.. s e  

' I  d i dn ' t  ge t up ' 

g i l a 
n o t  

d i Q g a  - • 
r 'l- s e  

• - r I Q a d u  -

-INC PRE S he 

' h e ' s  n o t  g e t ti n g  up ' 

b i n a 
c U mb 

• - r I 
- IN C  

g i m b a  
FUT y o u  

' y o u ' r r c Umb up ' 

V )  

b )  The pronouns, marked for tense, can fol l o w  words o ther than v erb s :  

w i  1 9 a 
hungry 

- w i l g a Q a d i 
PRES they 

' t hey ' re hungry ' 

d i g a - l a  g a d i g i : ra g i !! i  
-
re turn -TOP FUT t h ey coun try FUT t h i s  

' they ' r r  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  coun try ' 

g a n d j a l g a n U : Q g u  . -

good woman 
w i d i  - n a  

- -

PAST this  -GEN 

' he had a good w i fe ' 

, 

- n a  -

-GEN 

. - . m I r I 
towards 
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c )  In iso la ted instanc es an d in o rder to fo cus on the sub j ec t ,  th e 

pronouns were p l aced initially in an utteranc e ,  an d this naturally pre

c l u des any possib il ity whatsoever o f  exp laining the changing in itial 

con sonan t  o f  th e pronoun b y  means o f  sandh i; th e c hanging initial simp ly 

expresses tense: 

m u : y a  w a 1 u  w i mb a r a  - n a : ' w i n d u  g a b a  - n j a  m a l i  D u m a ' 
s c o l d PAST I AG daug h t e r  -LOC: ' PAST y o u  AG fo l l ow -CONT man yo urs ' 

' I  r o u s e d  on my dau g h t e r  (and I said to her) : "Yo u ' v e b e e n  running 

after t his man of y o ur s  (wh i l e  I have b e e n  minding the k i ds ) " .  ' 

wa d u  � 

PAST he 

' i t  was 

g a : n d i  
c arry 

him that 

b a l u - b a l u  • • 

sma l l - ch i  ld 

carried t h e  sma l l  chi l dre n ' 

Th e fol l owing two instances of pronouns b eginning an utterance were 

h eard in conversations b etween Grannie Quayle (Ba: rundj i) and Grannie 

Moisey (Gul)u): 

1 )  Mr s Quay l e: 

Mr s Moisey : 

d a y a : d u « d a y i 
� � � 

e a t - I  e a t  
g a d u ) w a n g a  

� 

FUT I AG m e at 

' I ' l l  e a t  t he mea t '  

g a d u  
� 

d a y i 
� 

FUT I AG e at 

' I ' m  t h e  o ne t ha t ' s  g oing t o  e a t  i t ' 

2 )  an d in answer to a question a s  to who ate it 

Mrs Mo isey : w a � u  Q a y i 
PAST I AG e a t  

'I was t h e  one who a te i t '  

Th e fac t that pronouns change with tense in GUl)u is thu s  proved b y  

a) the free use o f  all pronominal forms in identic al environments 

a fter verb s and verb + aspec t marker ; 

b )  the oc curren c e  o f  pronouns a fter a djec tives and nouns ; 

c )  the o c c urren c e  o f  pronouns initially in an utterance. 

V I I .  A N O T E  ON B A : R U N D J I P RO N O U N S  

Th e Ba : rundj i dialec t  sp oken by Mrs Quale differs from th e Gunu dia-• 

l ec t  mainly in the fo llowing features : 

1 )  Some words differ in their phonological form , e . g .  th e demon

strative pronoun o f  vic in ity is i Q u (GuQu i Q i ) ;  th e nominative 

plural o f  demon strative an d th ird per son pronouns is formed 

by th e addit ion of a furth er su ffix - i g a .  
2 )  The sub j ect pronouns are suffixed to the verb and morphophon-

em ic changes affec ting both the pronominal forms and th e final 

vo wel of the verb s are in eviden c e. 

3 )  The same ten se-marking verb a l  affix es as in Southern Ba : gandj i 
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are optional ly use d  in Ba : rundj i as is see n  from some of the 

examples quote d ,  and so tense may b e  marke d b o th by the verb 

and b y  the pronoun. 

4 3 

The purp ose of this paper is the demonstration and il lustratio n o f  

the change s  of pronouns in two Ba : gandji diale c ts for te nse . This is 

therefore not the place for a de ta iled discussion of the morphophonemic 

phenomena ob servable in the Ba: rundji materia l , but a fe w remarks may 

be given on them : 

with past pronoun forIns 

the first syl lab le of the pronoun is dropped a fter verb -final 
• - u  or - I ,  e . g . 

b a r i b u l i  « b a ri b u -wa l i) ' w e  two came ' 

ma n g u  y a n ma l u - d u  . . -
« y a n ma l u -wa d u ) ' h e broke h i s  arm ' . -

b a : ra y i - d j i - d u  
- « b a : ra y i - d j i  -wa d u ) 'I h e a rd ' 

-

h e ar PAST-PAST I 
After verb -final - a  and - a y  i ( wh ic h  change s to - a y a  [ - a y e ] whe n  

a pronoun is added) , - a  in the first sy l lab le o f  the pronoun 

changes to - u ,  e . g .  

I) u l j a - w u � u  « l)u l j a -w a 1 u ) 

d a y a - w u d u [ d a Y e -w u d u ] « d a y i-wa d u ) 
.... .... ,.. ..... .... ..... 

With present and future pronoun forms 

verb-final - a  and - u  b e c ome - a : , and the initial sy l lab le of 

the pronoun is droppe d. Verb -final - a y i  b e c omes - a y a : , e . g . 

w a g a : - � u  « w a g a - g a � u ) 'I w i l l  chop ' 

I) u l j a ma l d a : - � u  « I) u l j a - ma - I d a - I) a � u )  
was h -verbal iser-REFL-PRES he 

' h e  can was h h i ms e l f '  

ma � g u  y a � m a - l a ; - � u  « y a � m a - l u  - g a � u ) ' h e  w i l l  break h i s  arm ' 
break- TOP-FUT 3 sg .  

Whe n  pre cede d  by a consonant sub je ct to non-phonemic gemination 

(a typ ical feature of a numb er of consonants in Ba: gandji) , ve rb

final -i remains unchange d, and the initial consonant of the pro

noun is dropp e d ,  e . g. 

b a m i- a d u  [ b a m m i- a d u ] « b a m i - g a d u )  'I wi l l  s e e ' 
- - -

There fore in all the se c ase s the distinc tion b e twe e n  Present and Future 

has been ob scured and we simp ly have a Pa st/No n-past distinc tion.  There 

is , however , one group o f  verb s that form an exceptio n to this: Verb 

fina l - i  pre c e de d  b y  a consonant not subj e c t  to non-phonemic gemination 

b e c omes - i: , and the pronoun remains unaltere d ,  e . g. 

b a ri: - g a l i  « b a ri- g a l i )  ' w e  two w i l l  go ' 

Examples i l lus trating the use of a s ingle pronoun 
derivative ) : 

m i n a ma n d i  I) im b a  b a rib u w a l)a g a  'why did 
why neutral t h o u  come PAST here 

• 

(or pronominal 

y o u  come h e re ? ' 
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g i � u - r u - d a  � a d j a - w a  g a m b i d j a - a y i - n a  
FUT t h i s - AG-EMPH b i t e - INT fat h e r- my - OBJ 
' t his [ s nake ] w i r r  b i t e [ my ]  fa the r '  

Tense marking through more than one changeable pronoun : 

d u l a g a  g i d i : g a « g i d u - i g a )  w i mb a d j a - r u  b a l g a - n d a : - d i : g a 
,.. . ,.. .... 

bad FUT- they p l .  man AG 
« b a l g a - n d a - g a d i - i g a )  f) a l i - Qa 

k i r r - ASP-FUT they - p l . w e  two- OBJ 
' t h o s e  b ad men w i r r  k i r r  us two ' 

g i � u - wu : l u w i mb a d j a - u : l u  b a ! g u g u l b a n j a l a : - d u : l u  
FUT - th i s  du o man- du o s p e e ch 

« g u l b a - n j a - l a - g a d u : l u )  
� 

s p e a k -CONT-TOP- FUT they two 
' th e s e  two men wi r r  t a r k  (wi th e a ch o th e r ) ' 

Examples of sentences with a s ingle suffixed changeable pronoun 
on ly : 

w i m b a d j a - f) u : l u b a d a f) g a : d u : l u  « 
� 

man tw o 
' t h e  two me n w i r r  fi gh t ' 

b a d a 
fi gh t 

b u g a ma l a -w u d u  g a m b i d j a - a y i g a l j b u  -
die PAST he fa ther -my n o t  n ow 

f) ga - g a d u : 1 u )  
-

INT FUT they two 

' my fa t h e r  di e d  a r ong time ago ' ( g a l j b u  indicates ' non
pr esent' :  past or future) 

g a l j b u  
n o t  n ow 
' I  w i n 

d i g a - l a : -b a  « 
-

r e t u rn rate r ' 

d i g a - l a - g a b a ) 
� 

re turn-TOP-FUT I 

V I I I .  CON C L U S I ON 

Th e manner in whi c h  pronouns change wi th ten se in Gunu i s  of inter-
• 

est not only b ecause i t  is unique to Guryu : it poses furth er questions. 

Th e morphologi c a l  differen c es b etween Gunu and S. Ba : gan dji are consi d-• 

erab l e  and not confined to pronouns: 

S . Ba : gand j i  

1 .  P ersonal possessi on markers affixed 

2. Pronoun sub jec t and ob jec t incorporation 

3 .  Tenses marked only by affixes 

4 . 

5 .  

6 .  

Pronouns may vary 

( Non-ob l igatory ) 
nouns 

( Non-obligatory) 
on demonstrative 
nouns 

for ten se 

ergative marking 

ergative marking 
pronouns affi xed 

7 .  Bound morpheme for a l lative 

o f  

only 
to 

+ 

+ 

+ 

-

-

+ 

+ 

Gunu • 

-

-

-

+ 

+ 

-

-

Yet th e vocabulary of Southern Ba: gan dji i s  almost i dentical to that of 

Guryu. By l ex i c o stati sti cal evaluation th erefore Guryu an d S. Ba : gandji 

are dia l ec ts of the same l anguage but a more thorough grammatic al and 

general evaluation ( as described b y  Dixon 1970) would l eave us wi th 

grave doubts on thi s  top i c . 
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• 

For the speakers t here was no doub t at all : Gunu was a form o f  • 

Ba : gandj i .  Peop le do not normally speak more than one dialect  of t he 

same language : t hus nob o dy ever c laime d in our hearing t o  speak both 

GUQu an d S .  Ba : gandj i, t here was no nee d as GUQu was fe lt t o  be a form 

of Ba : gandj i .  George Dut t on, the l ast speaker of Bandj igal i ,  was a 

b r i l l iant man (Beckett 1 9 5 8 )  who knew Ma lj a 8 ab a ,  Wa8 gumara ,  YandruwaQ�a , 

and Arab ana and often t alke d ab out these languages b ut he di d not speak 

Gunu . He wou l d  o ften converse wit h  Mrs Moisey , b ut he would t alk in 
• 

Ban dj igali and she in Gunu; t hey agreed t o  differ , as t o  t hem it was • 

a l l  Ba : gandj i anyway . The most c ommon ob servat ions by S .  Ba : gandj i 

spe akers ab out Gunu were o f  a phone t ic nature : 'they speak heavier ' ,  • 

'they speak broader'; some ob servat ions con c e rn e d  the few lexical it ems 

that differe d. We st i l l  have muc h  t o  learn , not only ab out t he gene t ic 

affi l iat ions of Aboriginal l anguage s, but also ab out language percep

t ion and evaluat ion . The Gunu examp le seems t o  point t owards t he im-• 

port ance of le xical similarit ies rather t han morphology wit h  regard t o  

what was fe lt t o  b e  a different language an d what was a dialect . 

• 

• 
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AG 

ASP 

CONT 

INC 

INT 

PART 

TOP 
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S PE CIAL ABBRE VIATIONS 

Agentive c ase 

Asp e c tual affix 

Con tinuative 

Inceptive 

In ten sive 

Participial form marking con tinuous 
and contemporary ac tion 

Topicalising ve rb al affix 

Note : For simp l i c ity n d j  has been used 
throughout fo r nj d j . 
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Looking across towards Ba : rundj i country from the McCulloch Range . 
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Recording Southern Ba: gandj i (1964 ) . 
The late Gladys Smith with her fami ly and L .  Hercus . 
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Malj alari (Mrs Hannah Quayle) (Ba: rundj i) 
at Wilcannia in 19 5 7 .  
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Mrs Elsie Jones (Southerll Ba: gandj i) in foreground 
with the late Grannie Moisey . the last Gunu (1972)  • • 
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