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1 . 0 .  I N T R O D U C T O R Y  R E M A R K S  

1 . 1 .  TH E R E E F  ANV SANTA CRUZ  I S LANVS FAM I L Y  

The four languages located i n  the Ree f  and Santa Cruz I s lands , eas t 

of the Solomon I s lands , cons t i tute a fami ly of Papuan languages which 

have been very heavi ly influenced by Aus trones ian languages of  s everal 

s trata ( Wurm 1969 , 1 9 70 ) ,  b oth in voc abulary and s tructure . The family 

has now b een recogni sed as a s ub -phy li c member of the Eas t Papuan Phy lum 

of Papuan language s as e s t ab li shed by the present writer ( Wurm 19 7 3 ) .  

One of the s tructural feature s of the se language s in which 

Aus trone s i an influence is  strongly in evidence is  the indi cation of 

pos s e s s i on with nouns which follows Aus trone s ian typological princip les , 

though i t  differs from Aus trones i an in some details . A brief di s cu s s ion 

of these feature s in the four language s - one of them , Ne a which c ons i s t s  
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of  two highly aberrant diale c ts , represented by the two diale c t s  - will 

be  given be low . 

The Ree f and Santa Cruz I s lands Fami ly ( 7 150 speakers ) shows the 

following internal compos i ti on : 

Reefs Sub -Family ( 36 0 0  speakers ) 

Reefs ( 36 0 0  speakers ) 

Santa Cruz Sub -Fami ly ( 35 5 0  speakers ) 

Namb akaenge ( or Lendai ) ( 2 2 0 0  speakers ) 

Nea 

We s tern diale c t  ( 80 0  speakers ) 

Eas tern diale c t  ( 3 00  speakers ) 

Nanggu ( 2 50  speakers ) 

It has re cent ly been establi shed that the corre ct name for the 

Nambakaenge language as used by at least a portion of the local pop

ulation is Lendai . Nambakaenge i s  a geographical term , and has been in 

use for s ome time . The language cons i s t s  of a numb er of c losely re lated 

diale cts  of which , in this paper , the one of the village of Malo on 

Trevanion I s land ( or Tomotu Neo ) will be used to repre sent the language . 

The we s tern main dialect of the Nea language will be represented 

here by the local dialect of the �il lage of Nemboi , and the eas tern 

main diale c t  by that of the vi llage of Nooli . 

Reefs and Nanggu show l i t t le diale c t  differentiation .  The materials 

pre sented here have been colle cted from speakers from the villages of 

Tuwo and Nanggu respectively . 

1 . 2 . R EMARKS ON THE PHONO L OG I ES 

All the languages have quite comp lex phonologie s ,  with comparative ly 

large numb ers of consonant and even larger numbers of vowel phonemes 

( Wurm 1969 , 1 9 70 ) .  Reefs is phono logically markedly s impler than the 

Santa Cruz language s .  

In the following , only a l i s ting of the phonemes of  the languages 

and dial e c t s  discussed here will be give n .  Doub tful phoneme s are 

fol lowed by ? 

Reefs 

p t k ( k h ) ?  p W  k W  p Y ?  b d 9 b W  g W ? 

d Y ?  m n V ? n Q m W  Q W  v 5 1 w y 

e a a D p 0 u 

e l o �  



g o  • 

Nambakaengo (Londai ) :  Malo 

P t k p h  t h k h p W t W k W 

p Y  k Y b d 9 b W d W g W  b Y ?  

m n Y n I) m W n W I) w V s 'Vt Y 

1 W Y 
.. -U 

•• 

- n 

• 

• 
-

I e a a :0 0 U 0 a I a a 

- - - -

:0 0 U a 
• e l  

� 

Nea : Nemboi 

P t k p h  t h k h p W  t W k W ? 

p Y b d Y'Vd , d 9 b w d W ? g W  

m n Y n I) m W n W I) W ? v 5 

1 w Y 
• 

•• •• 
- -

I e e: a 0 u u 0 a a u 

- -

•• •• -

u 0 a 
• a l  

� 

• e l  
� 

• 

e: I 
� 

au 
� 

a o  
� 

Nea : Nooli 

P t k p h  t h k h p W  t W k W p Y t Y 'Vs 

b d Y'Vd , d 9 b W d W g W  m n Y n I) 

mW n W I) w v 1 w y 
• 

• •  

•• • • 
- -

I e e: a a 0 u u 0 e a 
- -

- - •• .. -

0 u u 0 a 
• • 

e: l a .l  e J.  a!:! ou a Q  
� 

Nanggu 

P t k p h  t h k h p W  t W k W p Y  t Y 

b d 9 b W d W g W  b Y d Y m n I) 

m W I) w  m Y n Y 1 Y 1 w y 
• 

.. 
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NOTES 

1 .  Voi ced s tops are prenasalised in Reefs and Malo . In Nemboi , Nooli 

and Nanggu they are prenasalised in the maj ority of their ob served 

instances of oc currence . The c ondi t ioning factors resp ons ible for the 

pres ence or ab sence of prenasalisat i on with them are s t i l l  under s tudy . 

2 .  Vowel length seems t o  b e  phonemic in all five c ommunalec t s , b u t  

long vowels are rare in Malo , Nemb oi and Nooli . In Reefs and Nanggu 

they are frequent . In all the languages and diale c t s  treated here , 

exception Nanggu , they mani fest thems elves phonet i cally as repeated 

articulations of  their short equivalents , and will be writ ten as doub le 

vowels . In Nanggu , they appear phonet i c ally as lengthened vers i ons of  

the short vowe ls , and will b e  wri tten as V : . 

3 .  Stre s s  may prove to b e  phonemi c ,  though s ome of the feature s of the 

s tres s  pattern are predi ctab le . 

4 .  To indicate the phone t i c  values of the monophthongal vowe l s ymbols 

used , a maximal vowel diagram will be  given be low . - indicates nasality 

whi ch is  phonemic . 

u u i U a 
e 0 e 0 

0 
" a 3 E a :> 0 

a 1) a i5 
a a 

2 . 0 .  I ND I CAT I ON O F  P OS S E S S I O N 

2 .  l .  G EN E R A L  REMARKS 

In all the languages and diale c t s  under discuss ion , p o s s e s s i on is  

indi cated b y  the addition of p o s s e s s ive suffixes t o  nouns denoting mos t  

relati onships and many parts o f  the b ody , as well as a few other things 

( e . g .  name ) .  In Malo , Nemboi and Nooli , i . e .  in the Namb akaengo ( or 

Londai ) and Nea languages ,  the se suffixes appear in two dis t inct s e t s  

with di fferent nouns belonging t o  the above categories which allows the 

sub -divi s i on of these nouns into two c las s e s  in these language s ( see 

2 . 3 . 2 .  ) . 

The p o s s e s s ive s uffixes - in Malo , Nemboi and Nooli one of the two 

sets  of p o s s e s sive suffixes - are generally the same as those added to 

the pers onal pronominal b ases ( s ee 2 . 2 . , 2 . 3 . ) .  Many nouns in the 

Santa Cruz language s undergo more or less extens ive morphophonemic 
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change s and appear i n  two or several allomorphic forms , when posses s ive 

suffixes are added to them . Thi s  feature is more pronounced in Nanggu 

than in Malo , and only weakly in evidence in the Nea dialec t s . Most of 

the changes are morphologically c ondit ioned . 

With nouns denot ing other obj ects , pos s e ss i on is expres sed in all the 

language s by separate posses sion markers whi ch follow the nouns , and t o  

which the p o s s e s s ive suffixes are added . In Mal o ,  Nemb oi and Nooli 

these s uffixe s are generally those of the set appearing in the format ion 

of the personal pronouns ( see 2.2 . , 2.3 . ) ,  though s ome special forms are 

present ( see 2 . 3. 1 . ,  2.4. ) . In all the language s ,  the number of di s t inct 

p os s e s s ion markers i s  quite considerab le , and in consequence , the nouns 

can be as s igned to a range of pos s e s s ive c laus es  which are different 

from , and cro s s - cutting with , the art i c le c lasses and semanti c  c lasses 

whi ch are also a feature of the language s of the Ree f  and Santa Cru z 

I s lands Family ( Wurm 1969 ) .  At the same time , individual nouns can , for 

semantic reasons , b e l ong to several dis tinct c lass e s ,  e . g .  s tone i n  

Malo c an be  a member of t h e  holding clas s ,  i . e .  ap l.a s n - o a  = m y  s tone 

( i n  my hand) if the emphas is i s  on the fact that it  is  a s tone which is 

held in one ' s  hand , or of the utens ils c lass , i . e .  ap l a  k o - o a  = my s tone 

(for use as a too Z )  i f  it is used as a too l ,  or of  the specific food 

c las s , i . e .  a p l a  n a - n u  = my s tone (for use i n  the earth ov e n )  i f  it i s  

a c ooking s tone , etc . Similarly , t a k i  n a - n u  = my taro (for e a ti ng ) ,  and 

t a k i n Y a - o a  = my taro p Za n t .  However , in s ome case s ,  the membership of 

a noun t o  a par t i cu lar c lass is  not fully predi ctab le : for ins t ance , 

fight ing arrows be longs to the utensi ls c las s , i . e .  n i p h n a  k O - Q a  = my 

(fi g h t i n g )  arrow, where as fishing arrows are members of the holding 

clas s , i . e .  t o t ao s n - o a  = my (fi s h i ng )  arrow . In this case , the c las s 

membership of t o t a o  = fi s h i ng arrow re fle cts  its origin from the 

Polynes i an fishing spear ( p O * t a o  = spear ) which is  a hand-he ld utensi l  

taken over b y  the Santa Cruz i s landers from the Polyne s i ans toge ther with 

i t s  name , but used as an arrow like the fighting arrow whos e name i s  

a l s o  of Aus trone sian origin ( p O  * p a n a q  = arrow ) .  

The p o s s e s s i on markers are also p laced b e tween nouns t o  indicate 

posses sive relat ions between them ( e . g .  the man ' s  dog ) . In Reefs , they 

appear in the third person s ingular forms in this function , whereas in 

the Santa Cruz languages ,  they are almost exc lus ive ly used in their 

basic  forms , without pos s e s s ive suffixes added to them . 
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I n  all the language s o f  the fami ly , the pers onal pronouhs are formed 

by the addition of suffixes whi c h  are large ly the s ame as those added 

to nouns and p o s s e s si on markers to denote posses sion , to an unchangeab le 

b ase whi ch is l u - ( in the first and s e c ond persons ) and i - ( in the third 

person ) in Reefs and n i - in the Santa Cruz language s .  All the language s 

have an inclus ive-exclus ive c ontrast in the first person non-s ingular , 

and all distingui sh one extra number in the first person non-singular 

inc lus ive : the Santa Cruz language s have s ingular and p lural forms in 

all persons , and a dual form in the first person inc lus ive , Reefs has 

singular , dual and p lural forms throughout , p lus a trial form in the 

first person inclus ive . 

The personal pronouns are as fol lows : 

Reefs 

ls g .  i u 

2s g .  i u - mu 

3 s g .  i - n a  

ldl . i ncl . i u - d Y i  

ldl . exc l .  j U - l)o l e  

2dl . ! u - m i l e  

3dl . i u - d Y i  I e  

ltl . inc l .  l . : d e l e} 
ltl . exc l .  

2t l .  

3 t l . 

lpl . inc l .  l u - d e  

lp l .  excl . I U - l) o  

2p l .  i u - m i  

3p l .  i u - d Y i  

2 . 3 .  POSSESS I VE S U F F I X ES 

2 . 3 . 1 .  B a s i c  Forms  

Malo Nemboi 

n i - I) a  n i 

n i -m n i - m 

n i - d e  n i - d e  

n i - g  i n i - g  i 

ab s ent from the Santa 

n i - g u  n i - g o  

n i - g o  n i - g o m u  

n i - m u  n i - m W i  

n i - d o  n i - g o  

Nooli Nanggu 

n i - I) a  n i 
n i - m n i -m 
n i - d e  n i - d e  

n i - g  i n i - d a  

Cruz languages . 

n i - g o  n i - d am we 
n i - g o  n i - g o  
n i - m u  n i - m w e  
n i - n e  n i - I) o  

The p o s s e s s ive suffixes appearing with nouns and p o s s e s s ion markers 

differ from those entering into the formation of the personal pronouns 
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i n  the following respect s ,  or call for the following comment s : 

Reefs 

The basic  lexical form of those nouns to whi ch p o s s e s s ive suffixes 

are dir e c t ly added , i s  at the same t ime the form denot ing p o s s e s s ion by 

the first person singular . Pos s e s s ive suffixes of the other persons 

are added to this basic form , e . g .  n i me = hand = my hand; y our ( s g . ) 

hand = n i me - mu . 

Instead of by the appearance of the suffix - n a  as found with the 

personal pronouns , p o s se s s ion by the third person singular is indicated 

by the change of the final vowe l of the basic singular form to - a ,  e . g .  

n i ma = his hand. To denote posses s ion by the third person plural and 

dual , - i  and - i - I e  are suffi xed to this - a , e . g .  n i ma - i = their hands , 

n i ma - i - l e  = their two ' s  hands . 

Another examp le : n aa Q u  - name = my name, naaQ u - mu = your ( sg . ) name, 

n a a Q a  = his name, naaQ a- i = their name (s ) ,  n aa Q a - i - l e  = their two ' s  

nam e ( s ) . 

If the bas i c  form of a noun ends in - u  with - a - preceding it , - u  i s  

dropped before a p o s s e s s ive suffix o f  a person other than the fir s t  

s i ngular , and p o s s e s s ion b y  t h e  third person singular is  indicated by 

the -a of the basic  form , with the s tress  remaining on -a i f  it  carried 

it  in the basic form , e . g .  n u o ' t a u  = head = my head, n u o ' t a - m u  = y our 

( s g . ) head, n u o ' t a = his head, n u o ' t a - i  - their heads ,  n u o ' t a - i - l e = 

their two ' s  he ads . 

The pos ses s ive suffix of the first person singular with p o s s e s s ion 

markers is -u or e ,  but s ome special forms occur in addition which is 

also the case with the third person singular forms of the pos s e s s i on 

markers . 

Malo 

The fol lowing special posses s ive s uffixes appear with poss e s s ion 

c la s s  markers in Malo : with the general food c lass marker ( see 2 . 4 . 2 . , 

c lass 2 . ) ,  the first person singular posses s ive suffix is - Q U , e . g .  

d a k a n a o U  t a - Q u  = my fo od ; with the specific food c las s marker ( see 

2 . 4 . 2 . , c las s 3 . ) it i s  - n u , e . g .  t a k i n a - n u  = my taro . 

Nemboi 

The suffix added to the personal pronominal base n i - in the first 

person singu lar i s  - e ,  but the appropriate p o s s e s s ive suffix of that 

person with nouns and p o s s e s s i on markers is  - n u ,  e . g .  n awQ = h e ad, 
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nawo- n u  � my head ( for the s e c ond series o f  p o s s e s s ive suffixes s e e  

2 . 3 . 2 . ) ,  l ok e  n a - n u  = m y  t aro . In the utens i l s  c l a s s  marker ( see 2 . 4 . 3 . , 

c las s 4 . ) ,  the fir s t  person posses s ive s uffix is - t u ,  e . g .  nUw i g a - t u  • 

my s tring . 

Nooli 

The posses s ive suffix of the third person singular with nouns and 

pos s e s s ion markers i s  in s ome cases - d Ye .  and that of the third person 

p lural in some - n Ye .  e . g .  I e - d Ye = his fa ther, l ao l e - n Ye = their mo the r .  

I n  the first person s i ngular , the spec ial p o s s e s s ive s uffi x - m W a  appears 

with the food c las s marker ( see  2 . 4 . 4 . , c la s s  2 . ) ,  e . g .  b o p i n e - mWa D 

my banana, and also as a suffix added to nouns denoting edip les whi c h  

are not accompanied by the food c lass marker , e . g .  d a t a n a i - m wa = my 

fo o d .  Wi th the independent content s c lass marker ( see  2 . 4 . 4 . , c las s 7 . )  

the fir s t  person singular p os s e s s ive suffix is - n a t e . g .  k a k i  o - n a  = 

my wound. 

Nanggu 

The p os s e s s ive suffix of the fir s t  pers on singular is - 9 ,  w i th 

special forms appearing with the p o s s e s s ive markers ,  but in nouns which 

have two or several allomorphic forms according to the p erson of the 

pos s e s s ive suffix added to them ( see 2 . 1 . )  the form denoting p o s s e s s ion 

by the firs t  person s ingular i s  either allomorphically unique , or the 

same as that appearing in conj unc tion wi th one or two other pos s e s s ive 

suffixe s , mos t ly of the first person in a non-s ingular number , e . g .  

breas t (fema Z e ) :  my = n o t h i .  y our ( s g . ) = n oy o - m .  her = naye - d e . our 

( ex c l . )  = ney o - g o ;  mo th e r :  my = i s e .  with all other persons : i s o - + 

p o s s e s s ive s uffix ; no s e :  my = d o t h u m .  y our ( s g . ) = d o t h U - m .  h i s  = 

d o t h U- d e . our two ' s  ( incl . )  = d o t h u - d a .  our ( incl . )  = d a t h U- d amwe . our 

( e x c l . )  = d o t h u - g o . y our ( pl . )  = d o t h U - m we . their = d o t h U - Q o . 

2 . 3 . 2 .  Two S e t s  o f  Po s s e s s i v e S u f f i x e s  i n  M a l o ,  N e m b o i  a n d  N o o 1 i  

As has b een mentioned b efore ( see 2 . 1 . ) ,  p o s s e s s ive suffixes 

app e aring w i th s ome of the nouns t o  which s uch suffixes are direc t ly 

added in the three communale cts  lis ted ab ove differ formally from those 

given and d i s cu s s e d  in 2 . 2 .  and 2 . 3 .  for Malo , Nembo i  and Nooli . This  

make s i t  pos s ib le t o  as s i gn the nouns which , i n  the se communale cts , take 

p o s s e s s ive suffixes direc t ly , to two di s t inct c las se s . In Nooli , this 

phenomonon i s  only weakly in evidence , and nouns appearing with the 

special p o s s e s s ive suffixes rarely disp lay ful l  rarlges of them . 
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Generally speaking , the s e c ond s e t  of p o s s e s s ive suffixes differs 

from the first in having mos t ly voiceless  initials in p lace of the 

voiced one s of  the fir s t  s e t , but there are other di fference s  as well . 

The s e c ond s e t  i s  as follows : 

Malo Nemboi Nooli 

lsg . k
·· 

- a - I u"'- t u  - d a"'- t a  

2 s g . - p  _ p w i  - p  

3s g .  - t e  - te - t e  

ldl . incl . - k i  - k l  - k i  

Ip l .  inc l .  - k u  - k o  - k o  

Ipl .  excl . k ·· - 0 - k omu k ·· - 0 

2p l .  - p u  - p w i "'- I) am w i  - p u  

3p l .  - t o k ·· - 0 - d e  

Examp l e s : Malo : i n t e s ti nes = b a ,  my - b e - k a , y our ( s g . ) = b e - p ,  h i s  

.. b e - t e , o u r  two ' s  ( incl . )  = b a- k i , e t c .; Nemboi : e y e " n u mwa , my .. 

n u m W a - 1 u ,  your ( s g . ) = n um wa p w i , h i s '" n u m W a - t e , our two ' s  ( incl . )  

nUmwa - k i , our ( incl . )  = n Um wa - ko , etc . ;  Nooli : m Wa - d a  = my e y e ,  m Wa - p  .. 

y our ( s g . ) e y e ,  p u l e m w a - k o  .. our ( e x c l . )  fore head, etc . 

2 . 4 .  POSSESS I ON MARKE RS ANV POSSESS I VE C LASSES 

2 . 4 . 1 .  Ree f s  

In Reefs , t e n  different pos s e s sion markers have b een found t o  date , 

which gives a total of e leven pos s e s s ive c las ses with the c la s s  of 

nouns t o  which posses s ive suffixes are added direc t ly , unles s  thos e 

nouns of the latter category whi ch end in - a - u  are regarded as an 

additional c las s ( see 2 . 3 . 1 . )  which would give a total of twelve . The 

p o s s e s s ion markers ( and p o s s e s s ive c la s s e s ) are as follows (be cause of 

the presence of morphophonemi c changes and s ome irregular suffixe s , the 

full range of the singular and p lural forms will be  given with each 

marker , with the inc l .  form pre ceding the excl . in the p lural . Mos t  

dual and trial forms are regularly derived from the p lural forms 

through the addit ion of - I e ,  and the first person dual inc l .  form in 

- d Y I is modelled on the first person plural inc l . form in - d e ) :  

1 .  General possession clas s ;  marker : n ou , nomu , n o ,  n o u d e , n o u l) o ,  
n o u m i , n o i . 

Nouns belonging to it denote obj ec t s  which do not fall under the 

categories dis cussed b elow in c onne c t i on with the other c las s e s , and 

which are p o s s e s sed in a general way . 
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Examp le s : n Y i i v a n ou c m y  s tone, n Ye n a  n o  

our two ' s  ( incl . )  b u t terfZy . 

h i s  tre e ,  n u mumu l o  n o d Y i  

2 .  Food clas s :  marker :  n u g o ,  n a m u , n a , n a d e , n u g o� o ,  n am i , n a i .  

Nouns of this c lass indicate arti c les  of food and ob j ec t s  and utens i ls 

whi ch are as s ociated with food in s ome way , such as fishing spears , 

digging s t i cks , cooking s t ones for the earth oven , axe s , knive s , e t c . 

Examp le s : n u b wo l e  n u go = · my taro, n V i  i v a n a  - h i s  (cook i ng )  s to ne s ,  

n aw a b w i  n a i = their digg i ng s ti c k s ,  n u o l i n u g o � o  - our knives . 

3 .  Drink clas s :  marker :  n u mwo , n u mwomu , n umwa , n u mwode , n u mwoQ o , 

n u m w om i , n u m wa i . 

Nouns of this c las s denote potab le s , as well as sugarcane . 

Examp le s : n u o i  n u m Wo = my water (for dri n k i ng ) ,  n a u  n um w a  - h i s  

s ugarcane . 

4 .  Be tel clas s :  marker : d a n o ,  d amu , d a , d a de , d a � o ,  d am i ,  d a i . 

Nouns of this class denote betel nut s and obj ects  used in connec t i on 

with chewing b e tel such as lime , lime gourds , lime s patulas , e t c . 

Examp l e s : n u ma t a p i d a n a  '" my b e te Znut,  n e p a  d a  - his Zime spa tu Za . 

5 .  Utensi ls class : marker : n u g u , n u g umu , nog o , n u g u d e , n u g u � o , n u g u m i , 

n o g o  i . 

Nouns belonging to this c las s refer t o  tools , utens i ls , and things 

used for achieving s ome purpose , unle s s  they be long to the food c las s 

( see 2 )  ab ove ) .  

Examp les : d Vaap wa n u g u  '" my b ow ,  s i l) a  nogo  = h i s  Z i e ,  l o l op wa 

n u g u l) o  = our ( ex c l . )  s tory , n VawD n og o i - their ta Z k .  

6 .  Immovables and location class : marker : t o , t omu , t a , t o d e , to�o , 
t om i , t a i . 

Nouns b e l onging to this c lass indi cate things which are lo cated 

s omewhere . Many of these are not readily moveab le , such as hous e s , 

i s lands , valley s , e t c . 

Examp les : n u o p wa t o  = my house,  t e mo t u  t a i c their i s Za nd, n u mo b a  

t o � o  = o u r  (excl . )  v a Z Zey . 

7 .  Flower and fruit clas s :  marker :  denou , d e nomu , d e n o ,  d o n o d e , d e n o� o , 
d e nom i , d e n o i . 

Nouns denoting flowers and fruits ( as far as the latter do not 

b e l ong t o  the food clas s ) and n u u p wa c fZowe r and n u a  '" frui t cons t i tute 

thi s  clas s , e . g .  n u u p wa d e n o u  - my fZower, n u a  d e n a  '" his fru i t  (no t  for 

e a t i n g )  . 
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8 .  Toe class ? ;  marker : n a k o , n a k om u , n i k a ,  n a kode , n a k o � o , n a k om i , 

n i k a i  . 

Only the word n a g a g o  - toe has s o  far been found to be long to this 

c las s ;  e . g .  n a g a g o  n i k a = h i s  toe . There has been uncertainty about 

this clas s marker and dis agreement amongs t the informants ab out it . 

Some of them used n u k u  z fo o t  after n a g a go , adding the posses s ive 

s uffixes to n u k u , i . e .  n a g a g o  n u k u - m u  = y our ( s g . ) t o e ,  and u s i ng the 

form n Y i k a for the third p ers on s i ngular . In this us age , n u k u  functions 

like a class marker and can be regarded as such . 

9 .  Wound clas s ;  marker :  � a g u , � a g u m u , � a g o ,  � a g u de , � a g u � o , � a g u m i , 

� a g o i  . 

This is basi cally not a real c las s marker , but the preposition 

� a g ( u ) - s ignalling the indirect obj e c t  of verb s .  Howeve r ,  when placed 

after nouns it  functi ons as a pos s e s s ion marker and can b e  inc luded 

here . 

Nouns denoting wounds be long t o  this c las s . 

Examp le : n Y e b wa l i � a g u  = my wound. 

10 . Skin and bone class ; marker :  n i s i , n i s i mu ,  n i s a ,  n i s i d e ,  n l s i � o ,  

n l s i m i , n i s a i . 

This marker i s  one of the words for b ody which func tions as a 

p o s s e ss i on marker . 

Nouns indi cating b one , skin and s ki n  b lemi shes be long to this c las s . 

Examples : n e ve n i s i  = my b one , l a g e  n i s a = h i s  s k i n ,  t o p a l u  n i s i mu '" 

y our ( s g . ) s ore . 

2 . 4 . 2 .  Ma l o  

In Malo , fourteen different poss e s s i on markers have s o  far been 

found . Toge ther with the two c l as ses  of nouns to whi ch p o s s e s s ive 

s uffixes are dire c t ly added ( see 2 . 3 . 2 . ) this give s a total of s ixteen 

p o s s e s s ive c lass es . The semantic dis tribution of the c las ses is  

s omewhat comparab le to  that encountered in Ree f ,  and there i s  formal 

s imi larity b etween a few of the c las s markers in the two language s . 

The pos se s s i on markers ( and pos s e s s ive c las s e s ) are as follows 

( only the b a s i c  forms of the markers will be given in mos t cases be cause 

the addition of the pos se s s ive suffixes - see 2 . 2 .  for the ir forms - to 

them is  generally regular and mos t  of the markers thems e lves are not 

s ub j e c t  to morphophonemi c changes . The few irregularities occurring 

wi ll be  indi cated ) :  
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1 .  General possess ion class � marker :  n a - � n e - . 

The allomorph n e - appears in 1 ,  2 s g .  and 2pl . When the noun t o  which 

the marker is  added ends in - i  or - U . 

Nouns inc luded in this c lass denote obj ec t s  which do not be long to 

the categori es referred t o  be low in conne c t i on with the other c lasse s . 

This includes nouns whi ch may appear as members of other c las s es , b ut 

which are re ferred t o  as p o s s e s sed in a way which di ffers from the 

pos s ib i lities dis cussed under the other c las s headings . For instance , 

a pige on looked upon as a food b ird b e longs to the specific food c lass 

( see 2 .  below ) ,  i . e .  b o n a  n a - n u  = my pigeon (for e a ting ) ,  whereas a 

pigeon of the same kind kept as a pet be longs to the general p o s s e s s ion 

c las s , i . e .  b o n a  n a - Q a  - my (pe t )  p i g e o n .  In general , this c lass 

include s persons - except for re latives ( s ee 2. 1 . )  and affine s ( see 

b elow , cla s s  11 . ) - animals ,  b irds and fishes and things associated 

with them referred to wi thout the purpose of eating in mind ; reptiles 

and ins e c t s , natural phenomena and obj e c t s  in nature such as  the sun , 

moon , s tars , c louds , wind , rai n ,  etc . ,  and others . 

Examp le s : nDb l o  n a - m  = y our ( s g . ) man, k u l i  n e - m  - your ( s g . ) dog ,  

k i o Q ow u  ne - Q a  = m y  (pe t )  b i rd, n e l mo t oa k h e  n a - Q a  - my 8 e agu l l ' 8  e g g  

(for p layi ng ) (as  opp osed to n e l mo toa k h e  n a - n u  D m y  8 e agu l l ' 8 egg (for 

e a t i ng ) ) ,  b e p h u  n a - Q a  - my li zard, mD n a - Q a  = my fly , n e p i n e - Q a  � my 

8 un ,  ve i n e -mu  = your ( pl . ) s tar8 . 

2 .  General food class ; marker : t a - . 

The pos s e s s ive suffix of the fir s t  person S ingular i s  - Q U , not the 

usual - Q a . 

Only the noun d a k a n a Q u  = food has s o  far b e en found t o  belong t o  

thi s clas s , e . g .  d a k a n a Q U  t a - Q u  = m y  food, d a k a n a Q U  t a - d e  = h i s  fo o d .  

However ,  t h i s  word can a l s o  be  u s e d  w i t h  t h e  posses sion marker n a - n u  

e t c . of the specific food c lass ( see 3 .  b e l ow ) . 

3 .  Specific food class ; marker :  lsg . n a - n u ,  3sg . , 3pl .  n a - + p os s e s s ive 

suffi x ,  all others : n a - + p o s s e s s ive s uffix . 

This c lass marker overlaps in the maj ority of i t s  forms with that of 

the general p o s s e s s i on c lass ( s ee ab ove , 1 . ) . 

. Nouns of this c lass denote specific foods tuffs , be it vege t ab le 

( ex c luding sugarcane which b e l ongs t o  the drink c las s ) or animal , and 

s ome utens ils  associated with cooking , eat ing , such as p ots , plate s , 

cooking s tones , knive s , axe s and baske t s . Some of the utens i l s  

assoc iated with garden food such as knive s , axes and b as ke t s  c a n  also 

b e l ong t o  the garden utens i l s  c lan ( see be low , 8 . ) i f  the focus is  on 

their use as gardening tools . 
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Example s :  t a k i n a - n u  = m y  taro. t a k i n a - rn  = y our ( sg . ) taro, n a l u  

n a - n u  = my coconut (for e a ting ) ,  rna l Up h a  n a - n u = my fZy i ng fox (for 

e a t i ng ) ,  ap I a  n a - g o  = our ( ex c l . )  cooking s t one s ,  k a n o b D  n a - n u = my axe . 

4 .  Drink clas s ;  marke r :  p U - . 

Nouns of this c lass indicate potab les and also sugarcane . 

Examp les : l u e p U - Q a  = my water (for drinking ) ,  n a l u  p U - d o  = their 

s ugarcane . 

5 .  Bete l class ; marker : rna - .  
Nouns of this class denote b etel nuts and obj ects  used in conj unction 

with chewing betel such as b etel lime , lime gourds , lime spatulas , e t c . 

Examples : k a l v a ma - Q a  = my b e te Z nut, p a i  rn a - rn  • y our ( s g . ) b e te Z 

Ze af, n o a k a  m a - g o  = our ( e x c l . )  be te Z Zime . 

6 .  Holding class ; marker : S D -
Nouns belonging t o  this c lass refer to obj e c t s  that can ,  and often 

or usually are , held in one ' s  hand , e . g .  a stone , b ow , c lub , sand , soil , 

etc . ,  and also fishing arrows and b ird arrows . 

Example s :  a p I a  s D - Q a  z my s t o n e  ( i n  my hand ) ,  d o t h v s D - d e  = h i s  sand 

( o r  s o i Z )  ( i n  his hand) , popa S D - rn  • your ( sg . ) b ow, t o b u  S D - g U  = our 

( inc l . )  (fZ a t - e nded) bird arrow . 

7 .  Utens ils clas s ;  marker : k o - . 

Nouns of this cla s s  denote an array of utensils and s imilar obj e c t s  

such a s  canoes , paddles , fishing net s , fighting arrows , bags , art i c l e s  

of c lothing , etc . 

Examples : nODmu kO- Q a  = my canoe, noa ko - d o  = their padd Ze s ,  b o  ko-m  
= y o u r  ( sg . ) fi s h i ng net,  ( see a l s o  c lasses 10 . ,  1 1 .  and 1 3 . )  n a a k u  k o - d e  

h i s  c Z o t h i ng ,  n i p h na k o - g o  - our ( ex c l . )  figh t i ng arrows, b a k i k o - g i  z 

our two ' s  ( incl . )  bag s .  

8 .  Garden untensils cla s s ;  marker : .  n D - . 
Nouns of this c lass indi cate a number of t ools and obj ec t s  which are 

linked with obtaining food from gardens , such as axe s , knives , b askets 

and the like ( see als o the dis cus s ion of the specific food c lass in 3 .  

above ) . 

Examp le s : k a nobD  n D - Q a  = my ax e, t ok i n D - d e  = his knife ,  t op l a  n D - m  
= y o ur ( s g . ) b a s k e t ( can a l s o  be  a member of the utensils c l a s s  ( see  7 .  

ab ove ) . 
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9 .  Location clas s ;  marker :  n Y a - � n Y a - � n Yo - � n Vo - . 

The al 1omorph n Ya - appears when the noun preceding the marker ends 

in -u or - u , n V o- after final - 0 ,  0 and - a ,  n Vo after final - a  and - D ,  

and n Y a - after other finals , with nasal vowe ls apparently having the 

same influence as their non-nasal equivalents .  

Nouns belonging to this c lass denote things which are located s ome

where . Many of these are immovab le or at least not readily movab le . 

Examp l e s : tom o t u  n Ya - g o = our ( ex c l . )  i s �and, I D l o  n Yo - ry a  = my garden, 

d o t h �  n Y o - m  = y our ( sg . ) grou nd, bu n Ya - d o  = the ir as h e s ,  t a k i  n Ya� ry a  -

my taro p �ant,  d o p we n Y a - m  = your ( s g . ) s e a, e s i ka p u  n Ya - ry a  - my smoke 

( s i t ti ng in the air) ( see also the purpose and fire c las s e s  in 10 . and 

11 . below ) . 

10 . Purpose class ; marker : n o - . 

Nouns belonging t o  this c la s s  indicate obj e c t s  which s erve a certain 

purpose . 

Examples : n Y o n o - ry a  = my fire (which s e rves a certain purp o s e ) ,  

e s i k a p u  n o - m u  = your ( p l . ) smoke (which s erves a certain purp o s e )  ( see 

also the location and fire cla s s e s  in 9 .  and 13 . ) ,  bo n o - ry a  - a ne t for 

me ( c ompare also bo no mDn i d U = mosqu i t o  ne t,  i . e .  ne t fo r mosqu i to e s ) .  

1 1 .  Dependent contents class ;  marker : ry o - . 

This clas s contains nouns indi cating obj e c t s  which cons t itute 

content s of other things , on the unders tanding that the contents only 

came into existence when the container came into being , or normally 

c annot exi s t  independently from their container . Alternat ively , the 

contents and the container form an inseparab le whole and repre sent a 

s ingle concept . For ins tance , nouns of this class inc lude names of  

body part s with whi ch p o s s e s s ion is  not expres sed by the s imple addit ion 

of suffixes ( s ee 2 . 1 . ) ,  and also the words for husband and wife . 

Examples : map Y o  ry o - ry a  = my b � ood, t o t o  ry o - m  = y our ( sg . ) (b ody ) fa t, 

novo ry o - g o  = our ( ex c l . )  bones,  n owo ry o - d o  = their f�e s h , nDb l o  ry o - d e  
h e r  husband, d o k a  ry o - d e  = h i s  spiri t ( in the meaning o f  God i n  the 

Chris t ian Mi s s ionary usage , the word d o k a  b elongs to the general 

pos s e s s ion c lass di scus s ed above under 1 . ) .  The word b o  - ne t has also 

been found as a member of dependent c ontent s c las s , in the meaning of 

a ne t fu � �  of fi s h ,  i . e .  b o  ry o - ry a  s my fu � �  ne t .  

1 2 . Independent contents class ; marker : 0 - . 

Nouns of this class i ndicate obj e ct s  which are contents of other 

things , but which existed i n  s ome form or other b e fore their pre sent 
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cont ainer came into b e ing , o r  which can be , and often are , separated 

from their container and can exi s t  independently from it . 

Examp le s : n a k U  o - D a  - my (pre - European)  c l o th i ng ,  n a k U  o - rn  - y our 

( s g . ) (pre - European)  c lo th ing . The word for liver, s a te , also b elongs 

to this clas s ,  i . e .  s a t e o - D a  = my liver - the reason appears to be 

mythologi cal . 

The contras t b e tween the dependent content s c lass ( 11 . ) and this 

independent content s clas s can be  s een very c learly in noun phras es 

involving two nouns in pos s e s s ive relation ( see 2 . 1 . ) ,  e . g .  nD t o p o u  DO  
rn w a  n Y o - D �  = a pos t o f  m y  hou s e ,  i . e .  a post already built into it , 

n D t o p o u  0 rn W a  n Y o - D a  = a pos t of my hous e ,  i . e .  a post whi ch i s  ready 

to be put into my hous e ,  but is not yet part of it , or alternat ive ly , 

a p o s t  in my house re ferred to with the focus on the fact that the p o s t  

pre-exis ted the house in the shap e  of a tree . 

It i s  intere st ing to see that the name s of some body par t s  whi ch are 

denoted by noun phrases containing two nouns in posses sive re lation 

often involve the marker 0 though the part s referred to by the two 

nouns can not in all cases move independently from each other , e . g .  

n o a t o k i 0 rn U  = finger (of arm/hand) , t o p u p l U  0 rnU = e lbow (of arm/hand ) ,  

t okov i 0 rnU = fi ngernai l (of arm/hand) ( analogy ? ) .  

13 . Fire c lass ;  marker : m n o - . 

Thi s  c la s s  c ontains nouns which denote things associated with fire 

and warmth such as fire it self , smoke ( these can also be  members of 

other c las ses , see 9 .  and 10 . above ) ,  firewood , b lanke t s , mat s , lamp s , 

light and also mosqUito b it e s  and other things assoc iated with mosqUito 

b i te s  such as mos quito net s . 

Examples : n Yo m n o - Q a  = my fi re, e s i k a p u  mn o - g o  - our ( exc l . ) smoke, 

n a n o  m n o - d e  = h i s  firewood, n U n i m n o - g u  = our ( incl . )  ma t s ,  bo rn no - Q a  = 

my mos qu i to n e t  ( in contrast t o  b o  k O - Q a  = my fi sh ing n e t  - see 7 .  - s ee 

also 10 . ) .  

1 4 . Parts of lower leg clas s ;  marker : n YD - . 
Nouns of this c lass indi cate parts of the lower leg such as cal f ,  

shin bone , foo t , e t c . 

This p o s s e s s i on marker is derived from n a n YD = leg through the 

omi ss ion of the art i c le n a - . 

Examp l e s : s a te n YD - Q a  a my calf ( al s o  s a te 0 n a n YD - Q a = Ziver of my 

Ze g ) ,  ma t o v o  n YD - m  = y our ( s g . ) s h inbone . 
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In Nemboi , only eight p o s s e s s ion markers have b een found to date , 

and it seems c lear that this comparative pau c i ty of p o s s e s s i on c las s 

markers and c la s s e s  is a fe ature of the Nea language in whi c h  Nemboi 

belongs to the we stern maj or diale c t , and not only due t o  the limited 

amount of the materials a s s e s s ed . Some important c las s e s  met with in 

the other language s such as the location c las s ,  are ab sent from Nemboi . 

Together with the two c las s e s  of nouns to which pos s e s s ive suffixes are 

dire ctly added ( see  2 . 3 . 2 . ) ,  this gives a total of ten p o s s e s s ive 

class es . 

The p o s s e s s ive c lass markers ( and c lasse s ) are as follows ( only the 

b a s i c  forms of the markers will be given in each case b e cause the 

addition of the posses s ive suffixes - see 2 . 2 .  and 2 . 3 . 1 .  for their 

forms - i s  generally regular , and the markers themse lve s are not subj e c t  

to morphophonemic change s .  The few irregularities occurring w i l l  b e  

menti oned ) :  

1 .  General possession c lass ;  marker : n e - . 

Nouns b e longing to this c lass be long to a very wide range of 

categorie s :  pers ons (excluding relatives - see 2 . 1 .  - and affine s - see 

be low , c las s 8 . ) ,  inedible animals ,  b irds , rep tiles  and fishes ( or 

edib le ones referred to wi thout the purpose of eating in mind ) ,  things 

located s omewhere and generally not readi ly movab le such as the ground , 

i s lands , valley s ,  paths , vi llages , hous e s , tree s ,  et c . ,  not dire c t ly 

palpab le ob j e ct s  and phenomena in nature such as the sun , moon , s tars , 

s ky , rain , et c . ,  flowers , and others . 

Examp le s : n U Q a  n e - d e = his man, o b w e  n e - n u a my chi Zd, n o : l u  n e - m u  -

y our ( s g . ) s ti ngray , n U b wa n e - go s their s hark ( i . e .  whi ch they caug h t ,  

wi thout thinking o f  e a ti ng i t )  ( as opposed to n U b wa n a - g o  = their s h ark 

(for eating ) ) ,  u t o n e - g omu  = our ( e x c l . )  b i rd, b o  n e - d e  = h i s  b u t terfZy 

( al s o  b o  n a - d e ) ,  me l t h a  n e - m We  � y our ( pl . ) ground, m a t a l l a n e - g o  = our 

( incl . )  v i Z Zage , b ama n e - g i  = our two ' s  ( incl . )  hous e ,  i p w U n e -m we = 

y our ( p l . ) rain, t em Wa n e - gomu  - our ( e x c l . )  moon, n op h a  n e - g o  = their 

f Z owers , e t c . 

2 .  Food clas s ;  marke r :  n a - . 

Nouns of this c lass inc lude all s orts of food , b o th animal and 

vegetab le - except sugarc ane which be longs to the dri nk class - parts 

of fishes such as fins , s cales , e tc . ,  and mos t  ins e c t s  even i f  they 

are not eaten today . Even those inse c t s  whi ch usually be long t o  the 
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general pos s e s s ive c lass mentioned ab ove under 1 .  can optionally be long 

to the food clas s . In contrast t o  the other languages of the fami ly , 

nouns refering to utensils associated with food in some way do not 

belong to this clas s ,  but to the utens i ls c las s ( see 4 .  be low ) except 

for cooking s tones . At the same time , nouns re ferring t o  betel nuts 

and ob j ects  c onne cted with the chewing of betel such as betel lime , 

lime gourds , etc . ,  come under this c las s . 

Examp les : l ok o  n a - n u = my taro, b o p i n a - d e  = his banana, l � b �  n a - g �  

our ( incl . )  ara b 8 ,  n �  n a - g i - our two ' s  ( inc l . )  fi sh,  n o l awo n �  n a - n u 

my fi 8h s aa L e ,  n aw i  n a - g o  = their L i a e ,  m W� k i l a l a  n a - m W i  = y our (p l . )  

mosqu i t o e s ,  o p l a  n a - g�mu - our ( ex c l . )  aooking s to ne s ,  k E tU n a - g �mu a 

our ( e x c l . )  b e te L  nu ts , d �  n a - n u  = my b e te L L ime , etc . 

3 .  Drink clas s ;  marker : m u - . 

Nouns of this clas s indicate potable s ,  and also sugarcane . 

Examp les : n Uwe mu - n u  = my water (fo r  drinking ) ,  n a l U  m u - m  = your ( sg . ) 

sugaraane . 

4 .  Utensils clas s ;  marker : g o - . 

The posses s ive suffix of the first person singular i s  - t u . 

Nouns belonging t o  this c lass denote a range of things t hat c an be  

used for achieving s ome purpose , and also morning , evening , and throat 

( i . e .  a utens i l  used for produc ing voice and speech , e tc . ) .  In contrast 

t o  the other language s of the family - but not to Nooli which also 

b e l ongs t o  the Nea language - tools and utensils assoc iated with food 

in some way , also be long t o  this general utensils clas s .  

Examp les ; I E t ou g o - m  a your ( sg . ) b ow, nUw i go- t u  = my s tr i ng ,  

n U b w a  g o - g �  - o u r  ( inc l . ) ne t, t � k i g o - d e  = h i s  knife , t E p � l a  g o - m W i -

your b a s k e t s ,  o p l a  g o - g i = our two ' s  ( incl . )  s t one, b � l a  g o - go - their 

morning, n a b a l e n o  g o - t u  = my t hroat, e t c . 

5 .  Dependent contents clas s ;  marker : Q O - . 

Nouns belonging to this c lass denote things whi ch are inseparable 

contents of a container , e . g .  b lood , fat and b ones inside the human 

body ( compare 2 . 4.2 . Malo , c lass 11 . ) .  

Examples : mop Y o  Q o - nu - my b l ood, t o t �  Q o - d e  = h i s  fa t, n a a d u  Q o - m  = 

y our ( sg . ) b one r s ) .  

6 .  Independent contents clas s ;  marker : 0 - . 

Nouns of this c lass indicate obj e ct s  whi ch are content s of other 

things , but can exist separately from them or pre-e x i s t  them ( compare 

2 . 4 . 2. Malo , class 1 2 . ) .  



Examp le : t a l i Q i  o - m  - your ( s g . ) nose peg ( can also b e  u s ed as a 

member of the ut ens ils class - see ab ove 4 . - i . e .  t a l l Q i  g o - m ) . 

7 .  Fire class ;  marker : m W i l o - . 
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Nouns of t h i s  c las s refer to fire and things associated w i t h  i t  such 

as smoke , e t c . 

Examp l e s : n Y o m W i  l o - d e  � h i s  fire,  n a k a p a  m W i l o - go - their smo k e . 

8 .  Spouse clas s ;  marker : n a l o - . 

Nouns of th is  c la s s  denote spous e s , i . e .  husbands and wives . 

Examples : n U Q a  n a l o - n u - my husband ( n U Q a  = ma n ) ,  o l a  n a l o- m  � y our 

( sg . ) wife ( o l a  = woman ) .  

2 . 4 . 4 .  N o o 1 ; 

Eight p o s s e s s ive clas s e s  have been found s o  far in Nooli which is an 

aberrant diale ct of the Nea language t o  which both Nemb oi and Nooli 

b e l ong ( see 1 . 1 . ) . In contras t t o  Nemboi , Nooli has a separate b e t e l  

c las s like Ree f s  and Malo ( s ee 2 . 4 . 1 .  and 2 . 4 . 2 . ) ,  but lacks a separate 

spouse cla s s  which Nemb oi has ( see 2 . 4 . 3 . ) .  Together with the two 

c la s s e s  of nouns to whi ch pos s e s s ive suffixes are dire c t ly added ( see  

2 . 3 . 2 . ) this give s a total of ten p o s s e s s ive c la s s e s . 

The pos s e s s ion markers ( and p o s s e s s ive c la s ses ) are as follows ( only 

the b a s i c  forms of the m�rkers will be given in mos t  ins tances b e c ause 

the addition of the posses s ive suffixes - see 2 . 2 .  for their forms -

t o  them i s  generally regu lar , and most of the markers thems e lve s are not 

sub j e c t  to morphophonemi c changes . The few irregularities oc curring 

will be menti one d ) : 

1 .  General pos sess ion clas s ;  marker : n e - . 

This class  corre spond s largely t o  the equivalent class in Nemboi ( see 

2 . 4 . 3 . , c las s 1 . ) ,  i . e .  it  includes per s ons ( except relative s - see 2 . 1 . 

_ and affine s - s ee be low , c la s s  9 . ) ,  inedible animals , b irds , reptiles 

and fishes ( or edible ones referred to without the purpose of  eati ng in 

mind ) ,  ins e c t s , things located s omewhere and generally not readi ly 

movable such as the ground , i s lands , valleys , paths , village s , hous es , 

trees and also fire , b ut not things c l'osely a s s o ciated with i t , e tc . ,  

not dire c t ly palpab le ob j e c t s  and phenomena in nature such as the sun , 

moon , s tars , sky , rain , e tc . ,  and others . 

Examp le s : o b we n e - Q a  _ my chi Ld, k u l i  n e - go a our ( ex c l . )  dog, u t OQ  

n e - Q a  = my b ird, n u mwe n e - m u  - your ( p l . ) s na k e ,  n u mo n e - m  = y ou r  ( s g . ) 

fLy , ma t h u  n e - g i  = our two ' s  ( inc l . ) hous e ,  n uwo� n e - d e  = h i s  tre e ,  
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d Y a n e: - r) a  = my fire , t e m Wa n e: - g o  '" our (exc l . ) moon, i p u n i - m u  
( p l . ) rai n .  

y our 

2 .  Food class �  marker : 1 ,  2 s g . and 2pl .  n e - , 3sg . and 3p l .  n a - , Idl . 

incl . ,  Ip l .  inc l . and Ip l .  exc l .  n a - . 

The p o s s e s s ive suffix of the first person singular i s  - m W a . 

Nouns be longing to this class denote all kinds of food , both animal 

and vegetab le ,  except sugarcane which be longs to the drink c las s .  In 

contras t to Nemboi , ins e c t s  do not come under this c las s , but as in 

Nemboi , utensi ls assoc iated with food do also not be long to it , except 

for cooking s tone s . 

Examp les : ' a k o  n e - m Wa '" my taro, b op i n a - d e  .. his banana, n a p  ( u )  b W  I 
ne - m  = y o ur ( s g . ) coconut (for e a ti ng ) ,  k l o  n e - m Wa '" my fow l (for e a ting ) ,  

n 5  n a - g o  '" our ( excl . ) fi s h ,  o t h a  n a - go .. our ( inc l . ) cook i ng s tones . 

3 .  Drink class �  marker :  m u - .  

Nouns of this class indicate potab le s , inc luding sugarcane . 

Examp les : d uwe m U - r)a '" my water (for dri n k i ng ) ,  n a p ( u ) g a m u - m  '" y our 

( sg . )' dri n k i ng - coconu t ,  n E;  I u m u - d e  = his s ugarcane . 

4 .  Betel class � marker : m a - . 

Thi s class include s nouns indicat ing b e t e l  nuts  and obj ec t s  used in 

conne ction with chewing betel such as betel lime , lime gourds , lime 

spatulas , e tc . 

Examples : k e t a  m a - r) a  '" my b e te l nut,  p W E;  m a - m  '" y our ( sg . ) b e te l 

le af, d o  ma - g o  '" our ( ex c l . ) b e te l l ime . 

5 .  Utensils c lass �  marker : Ip l .  inc l .  g o - , in the other pers ons : g o - . 

Nouns of this c la s s  denote utensils and other ob j ec t s  used to achieve 

s ome purpose . As in Nemboi , tools and utensils associated with food in 

s ome way also b elong to this clas s ( s ee above c lass 2 . ) .  

Examp les : g O - r) a  = my fi rewood, l a t a r)  g o - m  '" your ( s g . ) b ow, t a m a t a  

g o - d e  = his fi s h - h o o k ,  d Ya g o - g o '" o u r  ( inc l . ) s tring, o t h a  g o - g o  '" 

our ( excl . )  s t one s . 

6 .  Dependent contents c lass � marker : 1 0 - .  

Thi s  c lass inc ludes nouns which are inseparab le c ontent s of a 

c ontainer s uch as the bones inside the human body , and as in Malo ( see 

2 . 4 . 2 . c lass 11 . )  - and in contras t to Nemboi whi ch has a separate 

spouse class ( s ee 2 . 4 . 2 . ,  c lass 8 . ) - also inc ludes spous e s . 

Examp les : d Wa d u  1 0 - r) a  = my b o n e s ,  n Yo l 1 l o - d e  '" h i s  (body )  fa t ,  

mana  l o- m  a y our ( sg . ) husband. 
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7 .  Independent contents class ; marker : 0 - . 

The posses s ive suffix of the first person si ngular i s  - n a . 

Nouns of this c las s denote ob j ec t s  which are contents of other things , 

but can exist separately from them or pre-exis t  them ( compare 2 . 4 . 2 .  

Malo , class 1 2 .  and 2 . 4 . 3 .  Nemb oi c las s 6 . ) .  I t  also c ontains the word 

for s ore, wound . 

Examples : k a k i  o - n a = my wound, k a k i o - g o  • our ( excl . )  wou nds . 

8 .  Fire class ; marker : ad Y e o g o - . 

This class includes nouns denot ing obj e cts  c l o s e ly assoc iated with 

fire , but not the word for fire i t s e l f  ( see ab ove , c la s s  1 . ) .  

Examp les : � k a p u  ad Yeog o - Q a  = my smo k e ,  n � b u  ad Y e og o - d e  = h i s  a s he s .  

2 . 4 . 5 .  N a ng g u  

I n  Nanggu , the limited materials perused t o  date have yielded nine 

different pos s e s s ive c las s markers ,  but it  seems likely that there are 

more in the language . With the class of nouns to which p o s s e s sive 

suffixes are dire c t ly added , this gives a total of ten pos s e s s ive 

c la s s e s . 

Most  of the c las s markers are affe c ted b y  morphophoemic change s when 

the pos s es s ive suffixes are added to them , and whenever ne c e s s ary , a 

l i s t  of the forms of the markers + p o s s e s s ive suffixes will be given 

below . 

1 .  General possession class ; marker :  Isg .  n e l , 2s g .  and Ipl . exc l .  n e 

+ p o s s e s s ive suffixes , all others n e l - + p o s s e s s ive suffix . 

Nouns be longing to this c las s include mos tly animals , b irds , fishe s , 

i ns e c t s  e t c . whi ch are not specially thought of as food . Many of them 

can opti onally be  used as memb ers of this class and of the food c las s ,  

but s ome are e x c lus ively members of the food c lass ( see 1 .  ab ove ) .  

Examples : k u l l  n e l  = my dog ,  p � i  n E - m  � your ( s g . ) p i g ,  k u k W e  n E - g � 

our ( ex c l . )  f l y i ng fox , n Um W a  n e l - m we = y our ( p l . )  snake, k i �  n e l - d a  

our two ' s  ( incl . )  fow l ( al s o  k i �  n a - d a ) n U g Wa n e l  = my shark ( al s o  

n U g W a  n a : - n u ) ,  m u m w �  n e l - d e  - h i s  f ly .  

2 .  Food class ; marker : Isg . n a : - n u , 2 s g . n a - m , all others : n a - + 

pos s e s s ive suffix . 

Nouns of this c las s denote food and edib le thi ngs which are thought 

of in conne ction with eating . Nouns referring to food animals appear 

optionally with the marker of this c las s or the general p os s e s s ion c las s 

( see 1 .  above ) but some , e specially marine animals , fishes and 
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crustaceans , are alway s found with the food c las s marker . Also 

utensils  conne c ted with food and i t s  acqui s i t ion such as axes , knives , 

paddles and the like generally be long t o  this c las s , and also lime 

gourd . 

Examp le s : d a k e l a Q o  n a : - nu = my food, n ap u b w i  n a - m  - y our ( s g . ) 

coconut (for e a ting ) ,  n a b wo n a - m we = y our ( pl . ) p i dgeon ( also n a b wo 

n e i - m we ) ,  n a t a  n a - d a  '" our two ' s  ( incl . )  fi s h ,  t o p W a e  n a - d e  = h i s  

s ti ngray , d Yo n a - Q o  '" t h e ir axe s ,  p e : k i  n a - g o  = our ( e x c l . )  kni v e s ,  

n o :  n a : - n u  = my padd L e ,  b e l d o  n a - m  • y our ( s g . ) Lime gourd. 

3 .  Water clas s ;  marker : Isg . ko , 2 ,  3sg.  and Ipl .  inc l .  ko- + p o s s e s s ive 

suffix , all others : ko : - + posses s ive suffix . 

Only l o : k h m  - water has s o  far been found to b e long t o  this clas s . 

Examp le s : l o : k h m  ko • my water (for dri n ki ng ) ,  l o : k h m  ko : - d a  = our 

two ' s  ( incl . ) water . 

4 .  Drink c las s ;  marker : I s g .  g o ,  2 ,  3 s g .  and Ip l .  inc l .  g o - + p o s s e s s ive 

suffix , all others : g o : - + posses s ive suffix . 

Nouns belonging to this c las s refer t o  potables , inc luding coconuts 

for drinking and sugarcane ( the latter can opt ionally also be  used with 

the locat i on c las s - see 6 .  below ) ,  and also things c onne cted with the 

chewing of betel ( except lime gourd which be longs to the food c la s s  -

see 2 .  above ) .  The betel nut i t s e lf can optionally be  used with the 

marker of this c las s ,  or with that of the location c las s .  

Examp l e s : n a p u b w i  g o - m  = y our ( sg . ) coaonut (for dri n k i ng ) ,  t e p Y a  

g O : - Q o  • their s ugaraan e ,  d o  g o  = my b e te L L im e ,  p We l  g o - d am W e  = our 

( incl . )  b e te L Le af, k h a t h U  g o - m  '" y our ( s g . ) b e te L nu t .  

I t  s eems p o s s ib le t o  regard this clas s and the water c lass ( s ee 3 .  

ab ove ) as sub- classes of one general potab les c las s . 

5 .  Utensils c lass ; marker : lsg . t e l o ,  all other forms : t e l o - � t l o - + 

p o s s e s s ive suffix . 

Nouns o f  this c las s denote utens ils  and obj ec t s  wpich are used t o  

achieve a purpose o r  are s imply held in one ' s  hand . Also b e l t s  and 

c lothing come s under this heading in Nanggu . As has been menti oned 

under the food c lass ( see 1 .  above ) ,  utensils connected with food 

generally be long t o  that c las s . 

Examp le s : l a t U :  t e l o  '" my b ow, b e l i d e )  l o - m  '" y our ( s g . ) b a s k e t ,  

n a n a : t ( e )  1 0 - Q o  = their s tring, n o : k h o  t ( e )  1 0 - d a m W e  = o u r  ( incl . )  be L t s ,  

n ew a  t ( e )  l o - d a  - our two ' s  ( inc l . ) c Lo thing .  



6 .  Location class ; marker : lsg . n Y � ,  lpl .  excl . n Y � - g � , all others : 

n Y o- + p o s s e s s ive suffix . 
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Nouns of this cla s s  indicate obj e c t s  which are located s omewhere and 

usually not readi ly movable such as villages , houses , i s lands , valley s , 

as well as tre e s , palms , b amb oo and other p lants and als o fruits of all 

descriptions - coconuts ,  b ananas , betel-nut s ,  taro , yams , etc . - while 

growing and not thought of as food , even though they may have b een 

p lucked or pulled up from the ground . 

Examples : n e I Y a n Y � - g �  = our ( e x c l . )  v i l lag e ,  ma : t h u  n Y � D my hous e ,  

t �m � t u  n Y o - m w e  = y o ur ( pl . ) i s la nd, Q a n i b i  n Y o - d e  = h i s  bamb o o ,  n U Q �  

n Y o - d a  our two ' s  ( incl . )  tre e ,  n � a  n Y o - Q o  a their fru i t ,  w a t o  n Y � -

my taro , Q ob o t i  n Y o - m  = y our ( sg . ) b anana, t e p Y a n Y � = my (growing)  

s ugarcane , Q o k h a t h u  n Y o- Q o  = their b e t e lnu t ( s ) ,  etc . 

7 .  Dependent contents clas s ;  marker : either : lsg .  I � ,  2 s g . lp l .  exc l .  

and 2p l .  I �- + posses sive suffix , all others : 1 0 - + p o s s e s s ive suffix , 

or : Isg . n o , lpl .  exc l .  n o - + p o s s e s s ive suffix , all others : n o - + 
p o s s e s s ive suffix . The oc currence of e i ther of these markers is  

morphologically conditi oned . It appears that the alternat ive Q O  may 

also exist in Nanggu . 

Thi s  c las s includes nouns which are inseparab le contents of a 

container such as the b lood and the bones inside the human b ody . However , 

it does not inc lude spouses  as is the case in Malo ( see 2 . 4 . 2 . , c las s 

1 1 . ) and Nooli ( see 2 . 4 . 4 . , c lass 6 . ) :  spous es  are indi cated by the 

addit i on of the pos se s s ive suffixes to the noun i t s e lf . 

Examples : a d u  I �  = my b o n e ,  a d u  I � - g o  = our ( ex c l . )  b o n e s ,  a d u  l o - d e 

his b one s ,  mo p Y o n o  = my b l ood, mo p Yo n o - g � = our ( ex c l . )  b lood, 

mo p Y o n o - m  = y our ( s g . ) b Z o o d .  

8 .  Independent contents class ? ;  marker : I s g .  k a : l e ,  2s g .  k a : l e - + 

p o s s e s s ive suffi x ,  Ipl . exc l . k a : l e - + p o s s e s s ive suffix , 3sg . , Idl . 

inc l .  and Ipl . inc l .  k a : 1 0 - + posses s ive suffix , 2pl .  and 3p l .  k i  l i - + 

p o s s e s s ive suffix . 

The exis tence of this c las s in Nanggu is not quite certain ,  and nouns 

inc luded in it have also been encountered in c onjunc t i on with the 

dependent clas s marker ( s ee 7 .  above ) . '  

Nouns of this c la s s  denote obj e cts  whi c h  are contents of  other things , 

but can e x i s t  s eparately from them or pre-exis t  them ( compare 2 . 4 . 2 .  

Mal o ,  c lass 12 . and 2 . 4 . 3 .  Nemboi , c lass 6 . ) .  As in Nooli ( see  2 . 4 . 4 . , 
c la s s  7 . ) ,  this c lass also contains the word for s ore , wound in Nanggu . 
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Examples : n a b W a k a : l e - m  - y our ( s g . ) s ore . n a b w a  k a : l o - d e  � his 

wound. n a b Wa k i  l i - m we � y our ( p l . ) s ores . 

9 .  Fire class ; marker : Isg . m� I � ,  2 s g .  and Ip l .  inc l .  m� l a - + p o s s e s s ive 

suffi x , all others : m� I � - + pos s es s ive suffix .  

Nouns referring t o  fire and things associated w i th it b e long t o  this 

c las s . 

Examp les : a : k h u  m� l �  = my fi re. � : k � m� l a - m  = y our ( sg . ) smoke . 

a : k h u  m� l a - d a m We = our ( inc l . ) fi re. n u b u  m� I � - d e  = his ashes . 

It is of intere s t  to note that in Nanggu , the pos s e s sive interrogatives 

are formed by prefixing the appropriate posse s s ive c lass marker in its  

firs t pers on singular form to y o • wh o ? , e . g .  n a : n u - y o  = whos e ?  (referring 

to food ) ,  t e l o - y o  z whos e ?  ( re ferring t o  a utensi l ) , a Q o - y o c whos e ? 

( re ferring t o  a canoe ) ,  etc . If the noun indi cating the ob j e c t  

p o s s e s s e d  is mentioned , the p o s s e s s ive interrogat ive follows it  with 

the ligative prefix k a - preceding it , e . g .  d a k e l a Q o  k a - n a : n u - y o  = whose 

foo d ?  

10 . Louse clas s ;  marker :  I s g .  n a u , a l l  others : n a u - + posses s ive suffix . 

Only n aw i  � Zouse has s o  far b een found to b e  a member of this clas s . 

Examp le s : n aw i  n a u  = my Zouse (or Zice ) .  n aw i  n a u - d e c h is Zous e (or 

Zice ) .  

1 1 .  Canoe class ; marker :  I s g .  a Q o )  all others : a Q u - + p o s s e s s ive suffix . 

Only Q a mub u = canoe has s o  far b een found t o  be long t o  this clas s . 

It can optionally also b e  a member of the utens i ls c lass ( s ee 7 .  ab ove ) .  

Examp le s : Q a m u b u  a o o  z my canoe (also Q a mub u t e l o ) ,  Q a m u b u  a n u - m  = 

y our ( sg . ) canoe ( also Q a m u b u  t ( e ) l o - m ) . 

2 . 4 . 6 .  S umma ry o f  P o s s e s s i o n M a r k e r s  a n d  C l a s s e s 

The p o s s e s s ion markers and c lass sys tems in the languages of the Reef 

and Santa Cruz I s lands Fami ly show a good measure of s imi larity in spite 

of  cons iderab le differences in detai l .  

For c omparative purposes , the forms appearing in c onj unction with 

p o s s e s sive suffixes of  the third person s ingular , or , as in Reefs , 

denot i ng p o s s e s s i on b y  the third person singular by thems elves , s eem t o  

b e  mos t  suitab le . 

The following pos s e s sion c lass markers occur in at leas t three of 

the l anguages and diale c t s  treated here : 
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Class : Reefs Malo Nemboi Nooli Nanggu 

General Posse s si on n o  n a  n E  n e  n e l  

Food n a  n a  n a  n a  n a  

Drink n u m w a  p u  m u  m u  g o  

Betel d a  m a  m a  

Utens i ls n o g o  k o  g o  g o  t E  1 0  

Locati on t a  ( t o )  n Y a  n Y o 

Dependent Contents 1) 0  1) 0  1 0  1 0  '\, n o  ('\,1) o ? )  

Independent Contents 0 0 0 k a : l o ? 

Fire m n o  m W i  1 0  a d Y e o g o  n o l o  

As can be seen from the table above , there is  cons iderab le formal 

s imi larity between re lated markers in the individual language s and 

dialec t s .  Only Malo pu and Nanggu g o  in the drink c las s ,  Nanggu t E l o  

in the uten s i l s  class and Nooli a d Y e o g o  in the fire c la s s  are quite 

aberrant . 

In addi tion t o  the p o s s e s s ion c las s markers l i s t ed , a varied number 

of other such markers are me t with in the individual languages and 

dialec t s , i . e .  

Reefs :  d e no Flower and fruit class 

n i k a '\, n a k o Toe c lass 

Malo : t a  General food class 

5 1)  Holding c las s 

n 1)  Garden utensils  c lass 

n o  Purpose c lass 

Nernboi : n a l o  Spouse c lass 

Nanggu : k o  Water c la s s  

n a u  Louse class 

a l) u  C anoe c lass 

In addition to the s e  class markers ,  s ome nouns and prepos i t i ons 

func t i on as p o s s e s s ion c la s s  markers , e . g .  

Reef s : 

Malo : 

I) a g o  Wound c las s : this i s  the prep o s i t ion I) a g ( u ) - s ignalling 

the indire c t  obj ec t  with verb s . 

n i s a '\, n i s i  Skin and b one clas s : this i s  one of the words for 

b o dy .  

n Y 1) Par t s  of lower leg c las s : this c las s marker i s  derived from 

n a n Yll = Zeg through the omis s ion of the otherwi se ob ligatory 

petrified art i c le n a - . 
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The large s t  number of class markers is m e t  with i n  Malo (fourt e en ) , 

with Nanggu having eleven and Reefs ten , whereas Nemboi and Nooli b oth 

have eight. A s triking feature is the ab sence of the location class 

from the last two , whereas Reefs lacks the dependent and independent 

contents clas s e s . The b etel cla s s  is abs ent from Nemboi and Nanggu , 

and the fire class from Reefs . 
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