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1.0. INTRODUCTORY REMARKS
1.1. THE REEF AND SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS FAMILY

The four languages located in the Reef and Santa Cruz Islands, east
of the Solomon Islands, constitute a family of Papuan languages which
have been very heavily influenced by Austroneslan languages of several
strata (Wurm 1969, 1970), both in vocabulary and structure. The family
has now been recognised as a sub-phylic member of the East Papuan Phylum
of Papuan languages as established by the present writer (Wurm 1973).

One of the structural features of these languages 1n which
Austronesian influence 1s strongly 1n evidence 1s the indication of
possession with nouns which follows Austronesian typological principles,
though it differs from Austronesian in some detalls. A brilef discussion
of these features 1n the four languages - one of them, Nea which consists
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of two highly aberrant dialects, represented by the two dialects - will
be given below.

The Reef and Santa Cruz Islands Family (7150 speakers) shows the
following internal composition:

Reefs Sub-Family (3600 speakers)
Reefs (3600 speakers)

Santa Cruz Sub-Family (3550 speakers)
Nambakaengd (or L&nd&i) (2200 speakers)
Nea

Western dlalect (800 speakers)
Eastern dialect (300 speakers)
Nanggu (250 speakers)

It has recently been established that the correct name for the
Nambakaengd language as used by at least a portion of the local pop-
ulation 1is L6nddi. Nambakaengd is a geographical term, and has been in
use for some time. The language consists of a number of closely related
dialects of which, in thils paper, the one of the village of Malo on
Trevanion Island (or Tdmotu Neo) will be used to represent the language.

The western maln dialect of the Nea language wlll be represented
here by the local dialect of the village of Nembol, and the eastern
main dialect by that of the village of Nooli.

Reefs and Nanggu show little dialect differentiation. The materials
presented here have been collected from speakers from the villages of
Tuwo and Nanggu respectively.

1.2. REMARKS ON THE PHONOLOGIES

All the languages have quite complex phonologies, with comparatively
large numbers of consonant and even larger numbers of vowel phonemes
(Wurm 1969, 1970). Reefs 1s phonologically markedly simpler than the
Santa Cruz languages.

In the followlng, only a listing of the phonemes of the languages
and dialects discussed here will be given. Doubtful phonemes are
followed by ?

Reefs

P t k (kh)? pv kv pY? b d g bv g¥?
dy? m nV? n n m" nv v s 1 W y

i e a a D p o u
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Nambakaengd (L8&nddi): Malo

P t k ph th kh pY tw kv

pY kY b d g bv dv gV by?
ny n n mWw nv nv \ svtY

] w y

: e a a D o u u o)

D o u 3

el

Nea: Nemboi

p t k ph th kh pv tv kW2
pY b dyndz d g bw dv? gV
m ny n N mY nwv nY? v S

| W y

i e € a D o u u o

U 5 5

ai el €i au ao

P t k ph th kh pv tv kW
b dyndz d g bW dv gV m nYy
mW nw W v ] W Y

i e € a a 2 o u u

3 v u 5 3

aj ej | oy ou ag

Nanggu

P t k ph th kb pW tv k W
b d g bW dwvw gVY by dy m

mW sk mY nyY 1Y | W Y

i e a a 2 o u u o

aj el ou au ou

LT
(V1]

T
?

Os
M
an

m
an
-
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NOTES

1. Volced stops are prenasalised in Reefs and Malo. In Nembol, Noolil
and Nanggu they are prenasalised 1n the majority of their observed

Instances of occurrence. The conditioning factors responsible for the
presence or absence of prenasalisation with them are still under study.

2. Vowel length seems to be phonemic in all five communalects, but
long vowels are rare in Malo, Nembol and Nooll. 1In Reefs and Nanggu
they are frequent. 1In all the languages and dialects treated here,
exception Nanggu, they manifest themselves phonetically as repeated
articulations of thelr short equilvalents, and will be written as double
vowels. In Nanggu, they appear phonetically as lengthened versions of
the short vowels, and will be written as V:.

3. Stress may prove to be phonemic, though some of the features of the
stress pattern are predictable.

4. To indicate the phonetic values of the monophthongal vowel symbols
used, a maximal vowel diagram will be given below. ~ 1indicates nasality

which 1s phonemic.

i u u i u i

e o e o

& ~ ~

€ o E) 2 [¢) 3 3

a D a D
a a

2.0. INDICATION OF POSSESSION
2.1. GENERAL REMARKS

In all the languages and dialects under discussion, possession 1s
indicated by the additlion of possessive suffixes to nouns denoting most
relationships and many parts of the body, as well as a few other things
(e.g. name ). In Malo, Nembol and Nooli, i.e. in the Nambakaengd (or
L5ndZ1i) and Nea languages, these suffixes appear in two distinct sets
with different nouns belonging to the above categories which allows the
sub-division of these nouns into two classes 1in these languages (see
23R I2e)ie

The possessive suffixes - in Malo, Nembol and Nooll one of the two
sets of possessive suffixes - are generally the same as those added to
the personal pronominal bases (see 2.2., 2.3.). Many nouns in the
Santa Cruz languages undergo more or less extenslve morphophonemic
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changes and appear in two or several allomorphic forms, when possessive
suffixes are added to them. Thls feature 1s more pronounced 1n Nanggu
than in Malo, and only weakly 1n evidence 1n the Nea dlalects. Most of
the changes are morphologically conditioned.

With nouns denoting other objects, possession 1s expressed in all the
languages by separate possession markers which follow the nouns, and to
which the possessive sufflixes are added. In Malo, Nembol and Nooli
these sufflxes are generally those of the set appearing in the formation
of the personal pronouns (see 2.2., 2.3.), though some special forms are
present (see 2.3.1., 2.4.). 1In all the languages, the number of distinct
possession markers 1s quilite considerable, and 1n consequence, the nouns
can be assigned to a range of possessive clauses which are different
from, and cross-cutting with, the article classes and semantic classes
which are also a feature of the languages of the Reef and Santa Cruz
Islands Family (Wurm 1969). At the same time, individual nouns can, for
semantic reasons, belong to several distinct classes, e.g. stone 1n
Malo can be a member of the holding class, i.e. apla sp-nd = my stone
(in my hand) 1f the emphasls 1s on the fact that 1t 1s a stone which is
held in one's hand, or of the utensils class, 1.e. apla kG-n3 = my stone
(for use as a tool) 1f 1t 1s used as a tool, or of the specific food
class, 1.e. apla na-nu = my stone (for use in the earth oven) 1if 1t 1is
a cooklng stone, etc. Simillarly, taki na-nu = my taro (for eating), and
taki nYsa-nd = my taro plant. However, in some cases, the membership of
a noun to a particular class 1s not fully predictable: for instance,
fighting arrows belongs to the utensils class, 1.e. niphna kd-n3d = my
(figihting) arrow, whereas fishing arrows are members of the holding
class, 1.e. totso sp-na = my (fishing) arrow. In thils case, the class
membership of tétso = fighing arrow reflects 1ts origin from the
Polynesian fishing spear (p0 *tao = gpear) which 1s a hand-held utensil
taken over by the Santa Cruz i1slanders from the Polynesians together with
1ts name, but used as an arrow like the fighting arrow whose name is
also of Austronesian origin (p0 *panaq = arrow).

The possession markers are also placed between nouns to indicate
possessive relations between them (e.g. the man's dog). In Reefs, they
appear 1n the third person singular forms in thils function, whereas in
the Santa Cruz languages, they are almost exclusively used 1n thelr
baslic forms, without possessive suffixes added to them.
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2.2. PERSONAL PRONOUNS

In all the languages of the famlly, the personal pronouns are formed
by the addition of suffixes which are largely the same as those added
to nouns and possession markers to denote possession, to an unchangeable
base which 1is iu- (in the first and second persons) and i- (in the third
person) in Reefs and ni- in the Santa Cruz languages. All the languages
have an inclusive-exclusive contrast in the first person non-singular,
and all distingulsh one extra number in the first person non-singular
inclusive: the Santa Cruz languages have singular and plural forms 1n
all persons, and a dual form in the first person inclusive, Reefs has
singular, dual and plural forms throughout, plus a trial form in the
first person inclusive.

The personal pronouns are as follows:

Reefs Malo Nemboi Nooli Nanggu
1sg. iu ni-na ni ni-na ni
2sg. fu-mu ni-m ni-m ni-m ni-m
3sg. i-na ni-de ni-de ni-de ni-de
1d1. inecl. ju-dvi ni-gi ni-gi ni-gi ni-da
1dl. excl. ju-nole - » - -
2dl. lu-mite - - - -
3dl. ju-dYile - - - -
1tl. incl. iu-dele
B o absent from the Santa Cruz languages.
2t1. =
3tl. =
Apily. Hmncd. iu-de ni-gu ni-go ni-gd ni-damVYe
1pl. excl. iu-no ni-go ni-gomu ni-go ni-go
2pl. ifu-mi ni-mu ni-mvYij ni-mu ni-m¥Ye
3pl. iu-dvi ni-do ni-go ni-ne ni-nod

2.3. POSSESSIVE SUFFIXES
2.3.1. Basic Forms

The possessive suffixes appearing with nouns and possession markers
differ from those entering into the formation of the personal pronouns
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in the followlng respects, or call for the following comments:
Reefs

The basic lexical form of those nouns to which possessive suffixes
are directly added, 1s at the same time the form denotling possession by
the first person singular. Possessive suffixes of the other persons
are added to this basic form, e.g. nime = hand = my hand; your (sg.)
hand = nime-mu.

Instead of by the appearance of the suffix -na as found with the
personal pronouns, possession by the third person singular is 1ndicated
by the change of the final vowel of the basic singular form to -3, e.g.
nimd = hige hand. To denote possession by the third person plural and

dual, -i and -i-le are suffixed to this -3, e.g. nimd-i = their hands,
nima-i-le = their two's hands.

Another example: n3ddnu = name = my name, n3anu-mu = your (sg.) name,
n3adana = hie name, naana-i = their name(g), nddnd-i-le = their two's
name(s8).

If the basic form of a noun ends in -u with -a- preceding 1it, -u is
dropped before a possessive suffix of a person other than the first
singular, and possession by the third person singular 1s indicated by
the -a of the basic form, with the stress remaining on -a if 1t carried
it in the basic form, e.g. nuo'tau = head = my head, nuo'ta-mu = your
(sg.) head, nuo'ta = higs head, nuo'ta-i = their heads, nuo'ta-i-le =
their two's heads.

The possessive suffix of the first person singular with possession
markers 1s -u or 6, but some speclal forms occur in addition which 1is
also the case with the third person singular forms of the possesslon

markers.
Malo

The followlng speclal possessive suffixes appear with possession
class markers in Malo: with the general food class marker (see 2.4.2.,
class 2.), the first person singular possessive suffix 1s -nu, e.g.
dakananl td-nu = my food; with the specific food class marker (see
2.4.2., class 3.) 1t 1is -nu, e.g. taki na-nu = my taro.

Nemboi

The suffix added to the personal pronominal base ni- 1n the first
person singular 1s -6, but the appropriate possessive suffix of that
person with nouns and possession markers is -nu, e.g. nawd = head,
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nawd-nu = my head (for the second series of possessive suffixes see
2.3.2.), 16k8 na-nu = my taro. In the utensils class marker (see 2.4.3.,
class 4.), the first person possessive suffix is -tu, e.g. niiwi go-tu =

my string.
Nooli

The possessive suffix of the third person singular with nouns and
possesslion markers 1s 1n some cases -dYe, and that of the third person
plural in some -nYe, e.g. le-dYe = hig father, laole-nYe = their mother.
In the first person singular, the special possessive suffix -m%¥a appears
with the food class marker (see 2.4.4., class 2.), e.g. bopi ne-m¥a =
my banana, and also as a suffix added to nouns denoting edibles which
are not accompanied by the food class marker, e.g. datanai-mW¥a = my
food. With the independent contents class marker (see 2.4.4., class 7.)
the first person singular possessive suffix is -na, e.g. kaki O6-na =

my wound.
Nanggu

The possessive suffix of the first person singular is -6, with
speclal forms appearing wlth the possessive markers, but 1n nouns which
have two or several allomorphic forms according to the person of the
possessive suffix added to them (see 2.1.) the form denoting possession
by the first person singular is either allomorphically unique, or the
same as that appearing in conjunction with one or two other possessive
suffixes, mostly of the first person in a non-singular number, e.g.
breast (female): my = ndthi, your (sg.) = ndyd-m, her = ndye-de, our
(excl.) = n8yo-go; mother: my = ise, with all other persons: iso- +
possessive suffix; nose: my = dothum, your (sg.) = déthi-m, his =
dothii-de, our two’s (incl.) = dothu-da, our (incl.) = dothii-damve, our
(excl.) = dothu-go, your (pl.) = dothii-m¥e, their = dSthii-nd.

2.3.2. Two Sets of Possessive Suffixes in Malo, Nemboi and Nooli

As has been mentioned before (see 2.1.), possessive suffixes
appearing with some of the nouns to which such suffixes are directly
added in the three communalects listed above differ formally from those
given and discussed in 2.2. and 2.3. for Malo, Nemboili and Nooll. This
makes it possible to assign the nouns which, 1n these communalects, take
possessive suffixes directly, to two distinct classes. In Nooll, this
phenomonon 1s only weakly in evidence, and nouns appearing with the
special possessive suffixes rarely display full ranges of them.
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Generally speaking, the second set of possessive suffixes differs
from the first in having mostly volceless initials in place of the
volced ones of the first set, but there are other differences as well.

The second set 1s as follows:

Malo Nemboi Nooli
1sg. -ka -lunv-tu -dav-ta
2sg. -p -pvi -p
3sg. -te -te -te
141. incl. -ki ~ki -ki
1pl. incl. -ku -ko -ko
1pl. excl. -kd ~-komu -ko
2pl. -pu -pY¥inv-nam¥i -pu
3pl. -td -ko -de

Examples: Malo: intestines = bs, my = ba-kd, your (sg.) = ba-p, his
= ba-te, our two's (incl.) = ba-ki, etc.; Nembol: eye = num¥s, my =
num¥e-1lu, your (sg.) = num¥ep¥i, hig = numVYas-te, our two's (incl.) =
nimYs-ki, our (incl.) = niim¥a-ko, etc.; Nooll: m¥3a-da = my eye, mYa-p =

your (sg.) eye, pulemWa-kd = our (excl.) forehead, etc.

2.4. POSSESSION MARKERS AND POSSESSIVE CLASSES
2.4.1. Reefs

In Reefs, ten different possession markers have been found to date,
which gives a total of eleven possessive classes with the class of
nouns to which possessive suffixes are added directly, unless those
nouns of the latter category which end 1n -a-u are regarded as an
additional class (see 2.3.1.) which would give a total of twelve. The
possession markers (and possessive classes) are as follows (because of
the presence of morphophonemic changes and some irregular suffixes, the
full range of the singular and plural forms willl be given with each
marker, with the incl. form preceding the excl. in the plural. Most
dual and trial forms are regularly derived from the plural forms
through the addition of -le, and the first person dual 1ncl. form in
-dYi 1s modelled on the first person plural incl. form in -de):

1. General possession class; marker: nou, nomu, no, noude, nouno,
noumi, noi.

Nouns belonging to 1t denote objects which do not fall under the
categories discussed below in connection with the other classes, and
which are possessed 1n a general way.
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Examples: nYiiva nou = my stone, nYena no = hig tree, numumulo nodVYi

our two's (incl.) butterfly.

2. Food class; marker: nugo, namu, na, nade, nugono, nami, nai.

Nouns of this class indicate articles of food and objects and utensils
which are assoclated with food in some way, such as fishing spears,
digging sticks, cookling stones for the earth oven, axes, knives, etc.

Examples: nub%ole nugo =-my taro, nYiivd na = hig (cooking) stones,

nawabV%i nai = their digging sticks, nuoli nugono = our knives.

3. Drink class; marker: num%o, numYomu, num%3d, num¥ode, num%ono,
num¥omi, numV%adi.
Nouns of thls class denote potables, as well as sugarcane.
Examples: nuoi num¥o = my water (for drinking), nau num%3d = hig

sugarcane.

4. Betel class; marker: dano, damu, da, dade, dano, dami, dai.
Nouns of thils class denote betel nuts and objects used in connection
with chewlng betel such as lime, lime gourds, lime spatulas, etc.

Examples: numatdpi dano = my betelnut, nep3a da = hisg lime spatula.

5. Utensils class; marker: nugu, nugumu, nogo, nugude, nuguno, nugumi,
nogoi.

Nouns belonging to thils class refer to tools, utenslls, and things
used for achieving some purpose, unless they belong to the food class
(see 2) above).

Examples: dY3adp%a nugu = my bow, sina nogo = his lie, lolopV¥a

nuguno = our (excl.) story, nY3awp nogoi = their talk.

6. Immovables and location class; marker: to, tomu, ta, tode, tono,
tomi, tai.

Nouns belonging to this class indicate things which are located
somewhere. Many of these are not readily moveable, such as houses,
1slands, valleys, etc.

Examples: nuop¥3d to = my house, temotu tdi = their igland, numoba

tono = our (excl.) valley.

7. Flower and fruit class; marker: denou, denomu, deno, donode, denono,
denomi, denoi.

Nouns denoting flowers and frults (as far as the latter do not
belong to the food class) and nuup¥a = flower and nua = fruit constitute
this class, e.g. nuup¥a denou = my flower, nua deno = his fruit (not for

eating).
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8. Toe class?; marker: nako, nakomu, nik3d, nakode, nakono, nakomi,
nikai.

Only the word nagago = toe has so far been found to belong to this
class; e.g. nagago nika = hig toe. There has been uncertalnty about
this class marker and disagreement amongst the informants about 1t.

Some of them used nuku = foot after nagago, adding the possessive
suffixes to nuku, 1.e. nagago nuku-mu = your (sg.) toe, and using the
form nYik3d for the third person singular. In thils usage, nuku functions
like a class marker and can be regarded as such.

9. Wound class; marker: npagu, nagumu, nago, nagude, naguno, nagumi,
nagoi.

This 1s basically not a real class marker, but the preposition
nag(u)- signalling the indirect object of verbs. However, when placed
after nouns 1t functlions as a possession marker and can be 1ncluded
here.

Nouns denoting wounds belong to thils class.

Example: nYeb%ali nagu = my wound.

10. Skin and bone class; marker: nisi, nisimu, nisa, niside, nisino,
nisimi, nisdi.

This marker 1s one of the words for body which functions as a
possession marker.

Nouns 1indicating bone, skin and skin blemishes belong to thils class.

Examples: neve nisi = my bone, lage nis3d = hig skin, topalu nisimu =

your (sg.) sore.

2.4.2. Malo

In Malo, fourteen different possession markers have so far been
found. Together with the two classes of nouns to which possessive
suffixes are directly added (see 2.3.2.) this gives a total of sixteen
possesslive classes. The semantic distribution of the classes 1is
somewhat comparable to that encountered 1n Reef, and there 1s formal
similarity between a few of the class markers 1in the two languages.

The possession markers (and possessive classes) are as follows
(only the basic forms of the markers will be given in most cases because
the addition of the possessive suffixes - see 2.2. for their forms - to
them is generally regular and most of the markers themselves are not
subject to morphophonemic changes. The few 1rregularitles occurring
will be indicated):
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1. General possession class; marker: na- " ne-.

The allomorph ne- appears in 1, 2sg. and 2pl. When the noun to which
the marker i1s added ends in -i or -iu.

Nouns 1ncluded 1n this class denote objects which do not belong to
the categorlies referred to below in connection with the other classes.
This includes nouns which may appear as members of other classes, but
which are referred to as possessed in a way which differs from the
possibilities discussed under the other class headings. For instance,
a plgeon looked upon as a food bird belongs to the specific food class
(see 2. below), 1.e. bona na-nu = my pigeon (for eating), whereas a
plgeon of the same kind kept as a pet belongs to the general possession
class, 1.e. bona n3-n3 = my (pet) pigeon. In general, this class
includes persons - except for relatives (see 2.1.) and affines (see
below, class 11.) - animals, birds and fishes and things associated
with them referred to without the purpose of eating in mind; reptiles
and insects, natural phenomena and obJects 1n nature such as the sun,
moon, stars, clouds, wind, rain, etc., and others.

Examples: noblo n3d-m = your (sg.) man, kuli ne-m = your (sg.) dog,
kiondwli ne-nd = my (pet) bird, neimd toakhe ni-nd = my seagull'’s egg
(for playing) (as opposed to neimd toakhe na-nu = my seagull's egg (for
eating)), bephu nd-nd = my liazard, mp ni-nd = my fly, nepi ne-nd = my

sun, vei ne-mu = your (pl.) stars.

2. General food class; marker: ta-.

The possessive suffix of the first person singular 1s -pu, not the
usual -np3.

Only the noun dakdnanu = food has so far been found to belong to
this class, e.g. dakdanenl td-nu = my food, dakdnanl t3d-de = hig food.
However, thls word can also be used with the possession marker na-nu
etc. of the specific food class (see 3. below).

3. Specific food class; marker: l1lsg. na-nu, 3sg., 3pl. na- + possessive
suffix, all others: na- + possessive suffix.

This class marker overlaps 1n the majority of 1ts forms with that of
the general possession class (see above, 1l.).

- Nouns of thils class denote specific foodstuffs, be 1t vegetable
(excluding sugarcane which belongs to the drink class) or animal, and
some utensils assocliated with cooking, eating, such as pots, plates,
cooklng stones, knives, axes and baskets. Some of the utensils
assoclated with garden food such as knives, axes and baskets can also
belong to the garden utensils clan (see below, 8.) 1f the focus 1s on
thelr use as gardening tools.
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Examples: taki na-nu = my taro, taki nd-m = your (sg.) taro, nalu
na-nu = my coconut (for eating), maliphs na-nu = my flying fox (for

eating), apla n3d-go6 = our (excl.) cooking stones, kandbp na-nu = my azxe.

4. Drink class; marker: pi-.
Nouns of this class indlcate potables and also sugarcane.
Examples: lue pli-nd = my water (for drinking), nali pii-d6 = their

sugarcane.

5. Betel class; marker: ma-.
Nouns of this class denote betel nuts and objects used in conjunction
with chewing betel such as betel lime, lime gourds, lime spatulas, etc.
Examples: kalva ma-n3a = my betel nut, pai ma-m = your (sg.) betel

leaf, ndak3d ma-go = our (excl.) betel lime.

6. Holding class; marker: so-

Nouns belonging to this class refer to objects that can, and often
or usually are, held in one's hand, e.g. a stone, bow, club, sand, soil,
etc., and also fishing arrows and bird arrows.

Examples: apls sp-nd = my stone (in my hand), d5thd sp-de = hig sand
(or soil) (in hie hand), pdpd so-m = your (sg.) bow, tobu sp-gu = our
(incl.) (flat-ended) bird arrow.

7. Utensils class; marker: ko-.

Nouns of thils class denote an array of utensils and similar objects
such as canoes, paddles, fishing nets, fighting arrows, bags, articles
of clothing, etc.

Examples: ndomu k&-nd = my canoe, n6a k6-d6 = their paddles, bo kd-m
= your (sg.) fishing net, (see also classes 10., 1ll. and 13.) n3ddku koS-de
= his clothing, niphna kd8-gd = our (excl.) fighting arrows, bdaki kd-gi =
our two's (incl.) bags.

8. Garden untensils class; marker:. no-.

Nouns of this class 1ndicate a number of tools and objJjects which are
linked with obtalning food from gardens, such as axes, knives, baskets
and the like (see also the discussion of the specific food class in 3.
above).

Examples: kandbp np-n3a = my aze, toki np-de = hig knife, topla no-m
= your (sg.) basket (can also be a member of the utensils class (see 7.
above).
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9. Location class; marker: nYs- " nYa- v nY8- % nYo-.

The allomorph nYa- appears when the noun preceding the marker ends
in -u or -i, nY6- after final -o, 6 and -s, nYo after final -a and -o,
and nYa- after other finals, with nasal vowels apparently having the
same influence as theilr non-nasal equivalents.

Nouns belonging to this class denote things which are located some-
where. Many of these are immovable or at least not readily movable.

Examples: tomotu nYa-gé = our (excl.) island, 1p16 nY6-nd = my garden,
déthd nYo-m = your (sg.) ground, bl nYa-dS = their ashes, taki nYo-n3 =
my taro plant, dop%e nYs-m = your (sg.) sea, esikapu nYa-na = my gmoke
(sitting in the air) (see also the purpose and fire classes in 10. and
11. below).

10. Purpose class; marker: no-.

Nouns belonging to thls class indicate objects which serve a certain
purpose.

Examples: nY6 n6-nd = my fire (which serveg a certain purpose),
esikapu né-mu = your (pl.) smoke (which serves a certain purpose) (see
also the location and fire classes 1n 9. and 13.), bd n6-n3 = a net for
me (compare also bS nd monidi = mosquito net, 1.e. net for mosquitoes).

11. Dependent contents class; marker: no-.

This class contains nouns indicating objects which constitute
contents of other things, on the understanding that the contents only
came into exlstence when the contalner came into being, or normally
cannot exist independently from thelr container. Alternatively, the
contents and the contalner form an inseparable whole and represent a
single concept. For instance, nouns of this class include names of
body parts with which possession 1s not expressed by the simple addition
of suffixes (see 2.1.), and also the words for husband and wife.

Examples: mapY8 nd-nd = my blood, toto ndé-m = your (sg.) (body) fat,
n6vé n6-g6 = our (excl.) bones, nowd n6-dé = their flesh, noblo nd-de =
her husband, doka nd-de = hig spirit (in the meaning of God in the
Christian Missionary usage, the word dok3d belongs to the general
possession class discussed above under 1.). The word b3 = net has also
been found as a member of dependent contents class, i1n the meaning of
a net full of fish, i.e. bS n6-nd = my full net.

12. Independent contents class; marker: o-.
Nouns of thils class indicate objects which are contents of other
things, but which existed in some form or other before their present
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contalner came into being, or which can be, and often are, separated
from thelr contalner and can exist independently from it.

Examples: n3kli 6-n3 = my (pre-European) clothing, n3aki &-m = your
(sg.) (pre-European) clothing. The word for liver, sate, also belongs
to this class, 1.e. sate 6-n3a = my liver - the reason appears to be
mythological.

The contrast between the dependent contents class (1ll.) and this
independent contents class can be seen very clearly in noun phrases
involving two nouns in possessive relation (see 2.1.), e.g. nptdpou nod
m¥a nYo-nd = a poet of my house, 1.e. a post already built into 1it,
notépou 8 m¥a nYo-nd = a post of my house, 1.e. a post which 1s ready
to be put into my house, but 1s not yet part of it, or alternatively,

a post 1n my house referred to with the focus on the fact that the post
pre-exlsted the house in the shape of a tree.

It 1s Interesting to see that the names of some body parts which are
denoted by noun phrases contalning two nouns 1n possessive relation
often 1nvolve the marker 6 though the parts referred to by the two
nouns can not in all cases move 1ndependently from each other, e.g.
ndatoki 6 mi = finger (of arm/hand), tdpuplii & mi = elbow (of arm/hand),

tokovi 6 mi = fingernail (of arm/hand) (analogy?).

13. Fire class; marker: mno-.

This class contains nouns which denote things assoclated with fire
and warmth such as fire itself, smoke (these can also be members of
other classes, see 9. and 10. above), firewood, blankets, mats, lamps,
light and also mosqulto bites and other things assoclated with mosquito
bites such as mosquito nets.

Examples: nY8 mnd-nd = my fire, esikapu mnd-g6 = our (excl.) smoke,
nand mné-de = his firewood, niini mnd-gu = our (incl.) mats, bd mno-na =
my mogquito net (in contrast to b6 k&-nd = my fishing net - see 7. - see
also 10.).

14. Parts of lower leg class; marker: nYpo-.

Nouns of thils class 1ndlicate parts of the lower leg such as calf,
shin bone, foot, etc.

This possession marker 1s derived from nanYp = leg through the
omission of the article na-.

Examples: sate nYp-nd = my calf (also sate 6 nanYp-nd = liver of my

leg), matovd nYon-m = your (sg.) shinbone.
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2.4.3. Nemboi

In Nembol, only eight possession markers have been found to date,
and 1t seems clear that thls comparatlive pauclty of possession class
markers and classes 1s a feature of the Nea language 1n which Nemboil
belongs to the western major dlalect, and not only due to the 1limited
amount of the materlals assessed. Some 1mportant classes met with in
the other languages such as the locatlon class, are absent from Nembol.
Together with the two classes of nouns to which possessive suffixes are
directly added (see 2.3.2.), this gives a total of ten possessive
classes.

The possessive class markers (and classes) are as follows (only the
basic forms of the markers will be given 1in each case because the
addition of the possessive suffixes - see 2.2. and 2.3.1. for their
forms - 1s generally regular, and the markers themselves are not subject
to morphophonemlc changes. The few 1rregularitles occurring will be

mentioned):

1. General possession class; marker: ne-.

Nouns belonging to thils class belong to a very wide range of
categories: persons (excluding relatives - see 2.1. - and affines - see
below, class 8.), inedible animals, birds, reptiles and fishes (or
edible ones referred to without the purpose of eating in mind), things
located somewhere and generally not readlly movable such as the ground,
1slands, valleys, paths, vlillages, houses, trees, etc., not directly
palpable objects and phenomena in nature such as the sun, moon, stars,
sky, raln, etc., flowers, and others.

Examples: niline ne-de = his man, ob%e ne-nu = my child, nd:lu ne-mu =
your (sg.) stingray, nib%¥a ne-gd = their shark (i.e. which they caught,
without thinking of eating it) (as opposed to nib%¥a na-g6 = their shark
(for eating)), uto ne-gomu = our (excl.) bird, bd ne-de = his butterfly
(also bd na-de), mejths ne-m¥e = your (pl.) ground, matalja ne-go = our
(incl.) village, bama ne-gi = our two's (incl.) house, ip”ﬁ ne-mYe =
your (pl.) rain, temV¥s ne-gomu = our (excl.) moon, ndphl ne-g6 = their

flowers, etc.

2. Food class; marker: na-.

Nouns of thls class 1include all sorts of food, both animal and
vegetable - except sugarcane which belongs to the drink class - parts
of fishes such as filns, scales, etc., and most insects even 1f they
are not eaten today. Even those 1nsects which usually belong to the
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general possessive class mentioned above under 1. can optionally belong
to the food class. In contrast to the other languages of the family,
nouns refering to utenslls assoclated with food in some way do not
belong to this class, but to the utensils class (see 4. below) except
for cooking stones. At the same time, nouns referring to betel nuts
and obJects connected with the chewling of betel such as betel lime,
lime gourds, etc., come under this class.

Examples: 18k6 na-nu = my taro, bOpi na-de = his banana, lobo na-go

[}

our (incl.) crabs, no na-gi = our two's (incl.) fieh, ndlawd no na-nu

my fish scale, naswi na-g6 = their lice, m¥okilala na-m%i = your (pl.)
mosquitoeg, opla na-gomu = our (excl.) cooking stones, ketli na-gomu =
our (excl.) betel nuts, do na-nu = my betel lime, etc.

3. Drink class; marker: mu-.
Nouns of this class indicate potables, and also sugarcane.
Examples: niiwe mu-nu = my water (for drinking), nalli mu-m = your (sg.)

sugarcane.

4. Utensils class; marker: go-.

The possessive suffix of the first person singular 1s -tu.

Nouns belonging to this class denote a range of things that can be
used for achleving some purpose, and also morning, evening, and throat
(i.e. a utensil used for producing voice and speech, etc.). In contrast
to the other languages of the family - but not to Nooll which also
belongs to the Nea language - tools and utensils assoclated with food
in some way, also belong to thls general utensils class.

Examples: 1etdl go-m = your (sg.) bow, niliwi g6-tu = my string,
niib¥a g8-go = our (incl.) net, toki go6-de = hig knife, tepola go-mV¥i =
your baskete, opla gb-gi = our two's (incl.) stone, bola g6-g6 = their

morning, nabaleno g6-tu = my throat, etc.

5. Dependent contents class; marker: nd-.

Nouns belonging to this class denote things which are inseparable
contents of a contalner, e.g. blood, fat and bones 1nside the human
body (compare 2.4.2. Malo, class 11l.).

Examples: m6pY8 nd-nu = my blood, tdto né-de = hig fat, naadu nd-m =
your (sg.) bone(g).

6. Independent contents class; marker: &-.

Nouns of this class indicate objects which are contents of other
things, but can exist separately from them or pre-exist them (compare
2.4.2. Malo, class 12.).



105

Example: talini 6-m = your (sg.) nose peg (can also be used as a

member of the utensils class - see above 4. - 1.e. talini g6-m).

7. Fire class; marker: m%ilo-.
Nouns of this class refer to fire and things associated with it such

as smoke, etc.
Examples: nY0 m¥ild-de = his fire, nekap3 m¥il6-go = their smoke.

8. Spouse class; marker: nslo-.
Nouns of this class denote spouses, 1.e. husbands and wives.
Examples: niina nald-nu = my husband (nline = man), ola naldé-m = your

(sg.) wife (ols = woman).

2.4.4. Nooli

Eight possessive classes have been found so far in Nooll which 1is an
aberrant dialect of the Nea language to which both Nemboi and Noolil
belong (see 1.1.). In contrast to Nemboi, Nooli has a separate betel
class like Reefs and Malo (see 2.4.1. and 2.4.2.), but lacks a separate
spouse class which Nemboi has (see 2.4.3.). Together with the two
classes of nouns to which possessive suffixes are directly added (see
2.3.2.) this gives a total of ten possessive classes.

The possession markers (and possessive classes) are as follows (only
the basic forms of the markers will be given 1n most 1nstances because
the addition of the possessive suffixes - see 2.2. for their forms -
to them is generally regular, and most of the markers themselves are not
subject to morphophonemic changes. The few 1rregularities occurring

will be mentioned):

1. General possession class; marker: ne-.

This class corresponds largely to the equivalent class in Nembol (see
2.4.3., class 1.), 1.e. 1t includes persons (except relatives - see 2.1.
- and affines - see below, class 9.), inedible animals, birds, reptiles
and fishes (or edible ones referred to without the purpose of eating in
mind), insects, things located somewhere and generally not readily
movable such as the ground, islands, valleys, paths, villages, houses,
trees and also fire, but not things closely associated with 1it, etc.,
not directly palpable obJjects and phenomena in nature such as the sun,
moon, stars, sky, rain, etc., and others.

Examples: ob%e ne-na = my child, kuli ne-g6 = our (excl.) dog, uton
ne-na = my bird, num¥é ne-mu = your (pl.) enake, numd ne-m = your (sg.)
fly, mathu ne-gi = our two's (incl.) house, nuwou ne-de = hig tree,
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d¥s ne-na = my fire, tem¥3d ne-gd = our (excl.) moon, ipli ni-mu = your
(pl.) rain.

2. Food class; marker: 1, 2sg. and 2pl. ne-, 3sg. and 3pl. na-, 1dl.
inecl., 1lpl. incl. and 1pl. excl. na-.

The possessive suffix of the first person singular is -mv¥a.

Nouns belonging to this class denote all kinds of food, both animal
and vegetable, except sugarcane which belongs to the drink class. In
contrast to Nembol, insects do not come under this class, but as 1in
Nembol, utensils assoclated with food do also not belong to 1t, except
for cooklng stones.

Examples: takd ne-m%a = my taro, bSpi na-de = hig banana, nap(u)b¥i
ne-m = your (sg.) coconut (for eating), klo ne-m¥a = my fowl (for eating),

n3 nd-g8 = our (excl.) fish, oths nd-go = our (incl.) cooking stones.

3. Drink class; marker: mu-.
Nouns of thils class 1ndicate potables, 1ncluding sugarcane.
Examples: duwe mu-na = my water (for drinking), nap(u)ga mu-m = your
(sg.Y drinking-coconut, nelu mu-de = hig sugarcane.

4. Betel class; marker: ma-.

This class 1ncludes nouns indicating betel nuts and objects used in
connection with chewlng betel such as betel lime, lime gourds, lime
spatulas, etc.

Examples: keta ma-na = my betel nut, pYe ma-m = your (sg.) betel
leaf, do ma-gd = our (excl.) betel lime.

5. Utensils class; marker: 1lpl. incl. go-, in the other persons: g&-.
Nouns of this class denote utensils and other objJects used to achileve
some purpose. As in Nembol, tools and utenslls associated with food in
some way also belong to this class (see above class 2.).
Examples: g6-na = my firewood, ldtan go-m = your (sg.) bow, tamata
go-de = hisg fish-hook, dYa go-go = our (incl.) string, oths go6-go =
our (excl.) stones.

6. Dependent contents class; marker: 106-.

This class includes nouns which are lnseparable contents of a
container such as the bones inside the human body, and as in Malo (see
2.4.2. class 11l.) - and in contrast to Nemboil which has a separate
spouse class (see 2.4.2., class 8.) - also includes spouses.

Examples: d%adu 16-na = my bones, nYoll 18-de = his (body) fat,
mana 16-m = your (sg.) husband.



107

7. Independent contents class; marker: 6-.

The possessive suffix of the first person singular 1s -na.

Nouns of thils class denote objects which are contents of other things,
but can exist separately from them or pre-exist them (compare 2.4.2.
Malo, class 12. and 2.4.3. Nembol class 6.). It also contains the word
for sore, wound.

Examples: kaki 6-na = my wound, kaki 6-g6 = our (excl.) wounds.

8. Fire class; marker: adYedgd-.
This class 1ncludes nouns denoting objJects closely assoclated with
fire, but not the word for fire 1tself (see above, class 1.).

Examples: okapu adYe6g6-na = my smoke, nobu adYedg6-de = his ashes.

2.4.5. Nanggu

In Nanggu, the limited materials perused to date have ylelded nine
different possessilve class markers, but 1t seems 1likely that there are
more 1n the language. With the class of nouns to which possessive
suffixes are directly added, this gives a total of ten possessive
classes.

Most of the class markers are affected by morphophoemic changes when
the possessive sufflxes are added to them, and whenever necessary, a
list of the forms of the markers + possessive suffilxes willl be given
below.

1. General possession class; marker: 1sg. nej, 2sg. and lpl. excl. ne-
+ possessive suffixes, all others neji- + possessive suffix.

Nouns belonging to thils class include mostly animals, birds, fishes,
Insects etc. which are not speclally thought of as food. Many of them
can optionally be used as members of this class and of the food class,
but some are exclusively members of the food class (see 1. above).

Examples: kuli nei = my dog, poi ne-m = your (sg.) pig, kukYe ne-go
= our (excl.) flying fox, niimYa nej-m¥e = your (pl.) gnake, kio nei-da
= our two's (incl.) fowl (also kio na-da) niig¥a nei = my shark (also

nlig¥a na:-nu), mum¥> nei-de = hig fly.

2. Food class; marker: lsg. na:-nu, 28g. na-m, all others: na- +
possessive suffix.

Nouns of thls class denote food and edible things which are thought
of 1n connectlon with eating. Nouns referring to food animals appear
optionally with the marker of thls class or the general possession class
(see 1. above) but some, especially marine animals, fishes ard
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crustaceans , are always found with the food class marker. Also
utensils connected with food and 1ts acquisition such as axes, knives,
paddles and the llke generally belong to this class, and also lime
gourd.

Examples: dakeland na:-nu = my food, napub¥i na-m = your (sg.)
coconut (for eating), nab¥o na-m¥e = your (pl.) pidgeon (also nab¥s
nei-m¥e), nata na-da = our two's (incl.) fish, top%Yae na-de = his
stingray, dY¥6 na-nd = their axes, pe:ki na-go = our (excl.) knives,

nd: na:-nu = my paddle, bejdo na-m = your (sg.) lime gourd.

3. Water class; marker: 1lsg. ko, 2, 3sg. and 1lpl. incl. ko- + possessive
suffix, all others: ko:- + possessive suffix.
Only lo:khm = water has so far been found to belong to this class.
Examples: lo:khm ko = my water (for drinking), lo:khm ko:-da = our
two's (incl.) water.

4. Drink class; marker: 1lsg. g2, 2, 3sg. and 1lpl. Iincl. go- + possessive
suffix, all others: go:- + possessive suffix.

Nouns belonging to this class refer to potables, including coconuts
for drinking and sugarcane (the latter can optionally also be used with
the location class - see 6. below), and also things connected with the
chewing of betel (except lime gourd which belongs to the food class -
see 2. above). The betel nut itself can optionally be used with the
marker of this class, or with that of the location class.

Examples: napub%i go-m = your (sg.) coconut (for drinking), tepYa
go:-n6 = their sugarcane, do go = my betel lime, p¥ej go-dam¥e = our
(incl.) betel leaf, khathii go-m = your (sg.) betel nut.

It seems possible to regard this class and the water class (see 3.
above) as sub-classes of one general potables class.

5. Utensils class; marker: lsg. telo, all other forms: telo- Vv tlo- +
possessive suffix.

Nouns of thils class denote utensils and objects which are used to
achleve a purpose or are simply held in one's hand. Also belts and
clothing comes under this heading in Nanggu. As has been mentioned
under the food class (see 1. above), utensils connected with food
generally belong to that class.

Examples: 13tii: telo = my bow, beli t(e)lo-m = your (sg.) basket,
nana: t(e)lo-n8 = their string, no:khd t(e)lo-dam¥e = our (incl.) belts,
newa t(e)lo-da = our two's (incl.) clothing.
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6. Location class; marker: 1lsg. nY>, 1lpl. excl. nY>-go, all others:
nYo- + possessive suffix.

Nouns of thils class indicate objects which are located somewhere and
usually not readily movable such as vilillages, houses, 1islands, valleys,
as well as trees, palms, bamboo and other plants and also frults of all
descriptions - coconuts, bananas, betel~nuts, taro, yams, etc. - while
growing and not thought of as food, even though they may have been
plucked or pulled up from the ground.

Examples: nelYanYo-go = our (excl.) village, ma:thu nY> = my house,
tomotu nY3-m¥e = your (pl.) Zsland, nanibi nYd-de = his bamboo, nuno
nYd-da = our two's (incl.) tree, noa nY5-nd = their fruit, watd nYo =
my taro, nobdti nY6-m = your (sg.) banana, tepYa nY¥Yo = my (growing)

sugarcane, nokhathlii n¥5-nd = their betelnut(e), etc.

7. Dependent contents class; marker: either: 1lsg. 1o, 2sg. 1lpl. excl.
and 2pl. lo- + possessive suffix, all others: 18- + possessive suffix,
or: lsg. no, lpl. excl. no- + possessive suffix, all others: no- +
possessive suffix. The occurrence of either of these markers 1is
morphologically conditioned. It appears that the alternative no may
also exlist in Nanggu.

This class 1ncludes nouns which are inseparable contents of a
contalner such as the blood and the bones inside the human body. However,
it does not include spouses as 1s the case in Malo (see 2.4.2., class
11.) and Nooli (see 2.4.4., class 6.): spouses are 1ndicated by the
addition of the possessive suffixes to the noun itself.

Examples: adu 1o = my bone, adu lo-go = our (excl.) bones, adu 16-de
= his bones, m6pYS8 no = my blood, mdpYS no-go = our (excl.) blood,

mépY8 nd-m = your (sg.) blood.

8. Independent contents class?; marker: lsg. ka:le, 2sg. ka:le- +
possessive suffix, 1lpl. excl. ka:le- + possessive suffix, 3sg., 1dl.
incl. and 1lpl. incl. ka: 18- + possessive suffix, 2pl. and 3pl. kili- +
possessive suffix.

The exlistence of thils class 1n Nanggu 1s not quite certain, and nouns
included 1n it have also been encountered 1n conjunction with the
dependent class marker (see 7. above).-

Nouns of this class denote objects which are contents of other things,
but can exlst separately from them or pre-exist them (compare 2.4.2.
Malo, class 12. and 2.4.3. Nemboi, class 6.). As 1n Noolil (see 2.4.4.,
class 7.), this class also contains the word for sore, wound in Nanggu.
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Examples: nab%a ka:le-m = your (sg.) sore, nabYa ka:16-de = his

wound, nab%a kili-m¥e = your (pl.) sores.

9. Fire class; marker: 1lsg. molo, 2sg. and 1lpl. 1incl. mola- + possessive
suffix, all others: molo- + possessive suffix.

Nouns referring to fire and things assoclated with 1t belong to this
class.

Examples: a:khu molo = my fire, o:ko mola-m = your (sg.) smoke,
a:khu mola-dam¥e = our (incl.) fire, niibu molo-de = his ashes.

It is of 1nterest to note that 1n Nanggu, the possessive interrogatives
are formed by prefixing the appropriate possessive class marker in its
first person singular form to y6 = who?, e.g. na:nu-y6 = whose? (referring
to food), telo-yo = whose? (referring to a utensil), ano-yo = whose?
(referring to a canoe), etc. If the noun indicating the obJect
possessed 1s mentioned, the possessive 1nterrogative follows 1t with
the ligative prefix ka- preceding i1t, e.g. dakeland ka-na:nu-yd = whose
food?

10. Louse class; marker: 1lsg. nau, all others: nau- + possessive suffix.
Only nawi = louse has so far been found to be a member of this class.
Examples: nawi nau = my louse (or lice), nawi nau-de = hig louse (or

lice).

11. Canoe class; marker: 1lsg. ano, all others: anu- + possessive suffix.
Only namibli = canoe has so far been found to belong to this class.

It can optionally also be a member of the utensils class (see 7. above).
Examples: namiibli ano = my canoe (also namiibli telos), namlibli anu-m =

your (sg.) canoe (also namibi t(e)lo-m).

2.4.6. Summary of Possession Markers and Classes

The possesslon markers and class systems 1n the languages of the Reef
and Santa Cruz Islands Famlly show a good measure of simlilarity in spite
of considerable differences 1n detaill.

For comparative purposes, the forms appearing in conjunction with
possessive suffixes of the third person singular, or, as 1n Reefs,
denoting possession by the third person singular by themselves, seem to
be most suiltable.

The followlng possession class markers occur in at least three of
the languages and dlalects treated here:
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Class: Reefs Malo Nemboi Nooli Nanggu
General Possession no na ne ne nei

Food na na na na na

Drink num¥3 pl mu mu go

Betel da ma = ma -

Utensils nogo ko go go telo

Location ta (to) nvYe - - nys

Dependent Contents B no no 16 16 ~ no (vnd?)
Independent Contents - o o ° ka:16?

Fire - mno m¥ilo 2dYedgo nolo

As can be seen from the table above, there is considerable formal

similarity between related markers in the individual languages and

dialects.

Only Malo pi and Nanggu go in the drink class, Nanggu telo

in the utensils class and Nooli adYedgd in the fire class are quite

aberrant.

In addition to the possession class markers listed, a varied number
of other such markers are met with in the individual languages and
dialects, 1i.e.

Reefs: deno Flower and fruit class

nika v nako Toe class

Malo: ta General food class
SD Holding class
no Garden utensils class
no Purpose class

Nemboi : nalo Spouse class

Nanggu: ko Water class
nau Louse class

anu Canoe class

In addition to these class markers, some nouns and prepositions

function as possession class markers, e.g.

Reefs:

Malo:

nago Wound class: this is the preposition nag(u)- signalling
the indirect object with verbs.

nisa v nisi Skin and bone class: this is one of the words for
body.

nYp Parts of lower leg class: this class marker is derlved from
nanYp = leg through the omission of the otherwise obligatory
petrified article na-.
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The largest number of class markers is met with in Malo (fourteen),
with Nanggu having eleven and Reefs ten, whereas Nembol and Nooli both
have eight. A striklng feature 1s the absence of the location class
from the last two, whereas Reefs lacks the dependent and independent
contents classes. The betel class 1s absent from Nembol and Nanggu,
and the fire class from Reefs.
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