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O. I N T R O D U CT I ON 

I n  Yany u l a ,  adj ect iv e s , numeral s ,  demonstrat iv e  and p os s e s s iv e  

pronouns , and al lot iv e  spe c i f i er oc cur as noun mod i f i ers . A l l  of 

t h e s e  agre e  with t he nouns they modify in c l as s ,  num b er ,  and t agmem e

marking , but they do not  all  take ident i cal aff i xat ion t o  do so . Noun 

modif iers oc cur a lone , or they co-oc cur with nouns and/or other m od

i f i ers , t o  f orm noun phras e s . 

1 .  N OU N  M O D IF I E R S  

Noun m o d i fiers  are described as inc lud ing 1) adj e c t ives  and numer

al s ,  2 ) demonstrative and pos s e s s iv e  pronouns , and 3) the al lot ive 

s p e c i f i er . The s e  three types of mod i f i ers all agree with the noun 

t he y  modify in c l as s ,  number , and tagmeme-marking , but t here i s  

variant affixat i on for each t ype . 

1 . 1  AVJ E C T IVES  A N V  NUM E R A LS 

The stems of adj ect iv e s  and numera l s  t ake the same c la s s -marking 

pre f i x  s e t s  and tagmeme -marking su f f i x  s e t s  as t h o s e  whi ch oc cur w i t h  

Typ e  1 nouns . Adj ect iv e s  and numera ls  are d i s t ingui shed from nouns , 
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howev e r ,  in that 1 )  they occur without c l as s -marking pre f ixat i on in a 

Manner tagmeme where nouns do not o c c ur ,  2 )  the stems may oc cur w.ith 

c la s s -marking pref i x e s  from every Typ e  I c lass l i st . Whi l e  nouns may 

s ometime s occur in more than one l i st ,  they remain in either the p er-, 

sonal or nonpers onal subtype s , but noun modifiers have no such 

restriction . 

Adjective stems include the fol lowing : 

yab i n i c e ,  g o o d ,  pre t t y ,  k i nd, wa� i bad, naug h t y ,  

unp l ea s an t ,  wu g u�u s h o r t ,  dj u ma j  f) j g a r a  t a l l ,  long ,  

wa l g u r a  b ig ,  b u y i sma l l , wu r i r i big , fu l lgrown, y u mbu 

sma l l , y ou ng ,  b u l u l u  l ig h t  (in w e ig h t ) ,  wu n u f)u heav y ,  

� i y a f)u new, bu n a l g a r a  whi t e ,  wU f) g u wU f) g u  b l a c k ,  wu n u n u  

r i p e ,  coo ked, mawu n g u  raw, g r e e n  ( of fru i t ) ,  w i �9a j g u 

hung r y ,  wa r g i g r e e dy ,  m u � u / y a g a y a g a  deaf, s t up id, 

men tany in, I i f) i  i n t enig e n t ,  keen of hearing ,  

ma �a l m a �a l  s of t ,  wa y a r wa yar  hard, t ou g h ,  s trong , m a � u  

co ld, wu�a warm , harm l e s s ,  nonv enomou s ,  I ada I ada h o t ,  

harmfu l ,  v e nomo u s ,  w i l d ,  f) a r a  warm, hot  

Numeral stems are : 

a r g u l a  o n e ,  g a n j ma � a  two, g u l a r g u l a r  a few, d j a g a � a  many 

The stems yab i g o od, n i c e ,  and a r g u l a  one, are l i sted b e l ow oc cur

ring with each Type I c la s s -marker . 

Classes 1 Female 
and 3 Feminine r a - y ab i fa - a r g u l a  

Class 2 Male n j a - y ab i n j a - a r gu l a  

Class 4 Masculine y ab i a r g u l a  

Class 5 Food m a - y ab i ma -a r g u l a  

Class 6 Arboreal na - y a b i  n a - a r g u l a  

Class 7 Abstract na � u - yab i n a � uw- a r g u l a  

Adj ective s  also take the p ers onal dual and p lural prefixe s .  The 

numeral g a n j ma � a  two oc curs with the dual prefix , and the stems 

g u l a r g u l a r  few and dj a g a � a  many o c c ur with the p lura l prefix . 

Dual 

Plural 

r i - y ab i ( d-g o o d )  

l i - y ab i ( pI-go o d )  

r i - g a n j ma � a  (d- two ) 

I i - g u l a r g u l a r ( pI -few ) 

I i  - d j  a g a � a  ( p I -many ) 



3 

The nonpersonal c la s s e s ,  c la s s e s  3-7 , do not d i st ingu i s h  b etween 

s i ngular and nons ingular by u s e  of dual or plural pre f i xe s , but number 

may b e  ind i cated by u s e  of the re levant c lass-marker pr e f i xed to a 

numeral . Singu lar , dual , and plural of pers onal and nonper sonal i t ems 

w i l l  be i l lus trated b e l ow u s i ng numeral s t ems and referring to a per

s onal ma le i t em i n  the first c olumn and a nonper s onal food c lass  i t em 

i n  the s ec ond . 

s 

d 

pI 

n j a-a � g u l a  (m-one ) 

r i - g a n j ma � a  ( d- two ) 

l i -g u l a � g u l a r ( pI -few ) 

1 i -dj a g a � a  ( pI -many ) 

m a - a � g u l a  ( fd -o n e ) 

ma - g a n j ma � a  ( fd - two ) 

ma - g u l afg u l a r ( fd -few ) 

ma-dj a g a � a  ( fd -many ) 

Both adj e c t i v e s  and numerals t ake tagmeme -mark i ng suf f i x e s  and 

tagmeme-mark i ng pr e f i x  s e t s  in pre c i s e ly the same way as t h e  nouns 

t hey mod i fy . 

Poly sy l lab i c  s t ems , w i t h  the e x c e p t i on o f  l a - ,  l u -, and 1 i -f inal 

s t em s , o c c ur with s e t  I tagmeme-marking su f f i x e s . 

Nue 

Ref 

D ir 

Ace 

l i -wu r i r i  ( pI -big ) 

1 i y i -wu r i r i -yu  

1 i n j d j i -wu  r i r i - I  u 

1 i n j  d j i -wu r i r i -1 a 

n a -g a n j ma � a  ( arb-two ) 

n u -g a nj ma � a -wu 

n U Q g u -g a nj ma � a - l u  

n U Qg u -g a n j ma � a -la 

P o ly sy l lab i c  l a- and l u - f i nal s t em s  and d i sy ll ab i c  a- and u - f inal 

s t ems o c c ur with set 2 tagmeme -mark i ng suf f i xe s . 

Nue 

Ref 

Dir 

Ace 

a r g u l a  ( rnase-one ) 

dj i y - a r g u l a -wu 

dj i y-a r g u  l a - Q g u  

d j  i y - a r g u  l a - Qg a 

r a -m u � u  ( f -deaf ) 

r u  -mu � u  -wu 

ru -mu � u -Q g u  

P o ly sy l l ab i c  1 i - f inal s t ems and d i sy l lab i c  i - f inal st ems oc cur w i t h  

s e t  3 tagmeme -mark i ng suffix es . 

Nue r i -wa � i ( d - b a d )  naQu - y ab i ( abstr-g o o d )  • 
Ref r i y i -wa � i - y u  n u waQu-yab i - yu  

Dir r i n j dj i -wa� i - n j dj u n U Q g a Qu - yab i - n j dj u  

Ace r i n j d j i -wa � i - n j d j a nU Qg aQu - y ab i - n j dj a  
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Consonant-f inal s t ems are infrequent among adj e c t iv e s  and numeral s .  

The few � - and I - final s t ems take s e t  5 tagmeme-marking suffixe s . 

Nue fa -g u l afg u l af ( fern-few ) ma -ma�a l ma�a l ( fd-s oft ) 

Ref � u -g u l a � g u l a � - u mu -ma nd a l ma n d a l -u  

Dir � u -g u l a � g u l a � - u m U Qg u -ma�a l ma �a l - u 

Aee � u - g u l a � g u l a � - a m U Q g u -ma�a l ma �a l -a 

Adj e ct iv e  st ems a l s o  oc c ur with t h e  morpho l ogical ly-defined a l l o 

morphs of s e t s  8 and 9:  

Nue Q a � a  ( rnase-warm ) 

Ref 

D ir 

Aee d j  i - Q a � a - n d a  

� a  - b u y  i ( f /f em-sma l l )  

� u - bu y i -n j u  

� u - bu y i  - n j a  

I n  the s ame way that certain nouns may opt i ona l l y  t ake an irregu lar 

var iant s uffix f or dire c t ive and a c c e s sory marking , c ertain adj e c t i v e s  

may a l s o . The s e  are l i sted b e low w i t h  t he regular direct ive suffix 

and the variant dire c t ive suffix respec t ive ly , in brackets f o l l owing 

t h e  s t em :  

Nue 

Dir 

l a d a l a d a  ( - l u /-Q g u )  h o t, wa l g u r a ( - l u / - Q g u ) b i g ,  

wu r i f i  ( - l u / - n j d j u )  b ig ,  fu Z Zgl'own 

walg u r a  (rnase-big ) 

d j  i -wa l g u � a - l u  

/ d j i -wa l g u r a - Qg u  

wu r i f  i (rnase-b ig ) 

d j  i -wu r i f  i - l u  

/ d j i -wu � i f i - n j d j u 

The numeral g a n j ma � a  two, and adj ect ive s t ems also t ake the animate 

dual suffix -wu d j a � a in agreement with the noun they modify . Any s t em 

which t akes set  9 tagmeme-marking s u ffixes takes the variant from 

- Q g u d j a r a . 

, 

1.2 

g a n j ma Q a -wu d j a ra two (an ima t e  b e ing s), wa l g u r a -wu d j ara 

two b ig (an ima t e  b e i ng s ) , wa� i -wu d j a�a two bad (an ima t e  

b e i ng s ) , bu y i - Q g u d j a r a  two s mal l (an ima te b e i ng s) 

V E MONSTR A T I V E  ANV POSS ESS IV E  PR ONO U NS 

The s t ems of demonstrative and pos s e s s ive pronouns oc�ur with c lass

mar k i ng prefixes in agreement with the nouns whi c h  they modify . 

N e i t her of these pronoun types takes tagmeme-marking suff i xe s ,  and 

t he refore the c la s s -marking pref i x  s e t s  may make more d i s t i nc t i ons 

than t h o s e  of the nouns which they modify . 



1 . 2 . 1  Demonstrative Prono uns 

The demonstrative pronoun s t ems are - d j a this, -ma � a d j  i that 

(s pecific) , -m ba � u that (nonspecific). In the mas c u l ine c las s ,  c la s s  

4 ,  -dj a has t h e  var iant d j  i n a in Nu c l ear o c currenc e only . T h e  s t em s  

are l i s t e d  b elow w i t h  t h e  var i ous c la s s -markers as t hey oc c ur in  

Nuc l ear tagmemes . 

Classes 1 & 3 r a -d j a  r a  -rna �a d j  i r a  -m b a � u  

/ a -d j a / a -maJja d j  i / a -m b a � u  

Cla s s  2 n j a - d j a  n j a -ma �adj i n j  a -mba  �u  

C la s s  4 dj i na n j a -ma �adj  i n j a -m ba �u  

C lass 5 rna -d  j a ma -ma �adj i rna -m ba � u  

Class 6 na  -d  j a n a -ma �a d j i n a  -m ba �U  

C lass 7 n a � u -dj a nal)u  -rna  �adj i na � u -m ba � u  

Dual r i -dj a r i -ma �a d j i r i -m b a � u  

Plural 1 i -d j a l i -ma �adj i l i -m ba � u  
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The ab ove pre f i x e s  are ident ical with t hose of the r e sp e c t iv e  nouns 

w i t h  whi c h  t he d emonstrative pronouns agr e e , w i t h  the except i o n  of 

c lass  4.  T h e  masc u l i ne demonstrat ive this has t he var iant s tem d j  i na 

i n  Nuc l ear oc currence dnly . The remaining two demonstrative s t ems 

occur with the same prefix as t he ma le c la s s  2 i n  t he Nuc lear oc cur

renc e ,  but c la s s  d i s t inct i on is ma intained in  non-Nuc l ear tagmem e s . 

Demonstrat ive pre f i x e s  of all  c la s s e s  d i st i ngu i s h  Nuc l ear , Referent , 

and Direct i ve/Acce s s ory tagmem e s , howev er , it i s  rare t o  f ind t he s t em 

- m baJju  w i t h  any other than nuc l ear pr e f i xe s . A s i ng l e  o c c urrenc e i s  

r e corded o f  1 i n j dj i -m baJju ( pl : dir/acc -that:nonspecific ) to/with those 

peop�e (that we do not rea��y know about ) .  The demonstrat ive c la s s 

mar k i ng pref i x  s et s  l i sted b e low w i t h  t h e  s t em -maJja d j  i that (specific) 

norma l ly only oc cur with - d j a this and -ma �a d j  i in non-Nu c l ear tagmeme s .  

Nuclear Referent D ir/Acc 

C la s ses r a -maJja d j  i r u wu -ma � a d j  i r UJjg u -maJja d j  i 
1 and 3 

/ a -maJja d j i / wuwu -ma Jjadj i / wUJjg u -maJjadj i 

Class 2 n j a -ma � a d j  i n j uwu -ma � a d j  i n j u �g u - maJjadj i 

C lass 4 n j a-maJjadj i y i -maJja d j i dj i Jj g u -maJjadj i 

C la s s  5 ma -maJjadj i m uwu -ma � a d j  i mUJjg u -maJjadj i 

C lass 6 n a -ma �adj i n u wu -ma � a dj i n UJjg u -maJja d j  i 
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Class 7 n ar;tu -mal) a d j  i n uwar;tu -ma l) a d j i nU l) g ar;tu -ma l) a d j  i 

Dual r i - m a l) a d j i 'f i y i -ma l) a d j  i 'f i n j d j i - ma I) a d j i 

Plural l i - mal)a d j i 1 i y i - ma I) a d j i 1 i n j d j i - ma I) a d j i 

The mas culine c la s s  takes up the regu lar s t em -d j a  for non-Nuc l ear 

o c c urrenc e , and takes d i s tingu i s hing prefixes for Referent and 

D i re c t i ve/Acc e s s ory . 

The s t em - ma l) a d j  i i s  the only demonstrat ive pronoun t o  take an 

a l t ernative prefix set . Thi s  s et i s  found in Nu c le ar tagmemes only . 

I t  i s  f ormed from the respe c t i ve nuc le ar prefix minus the f inal vowel 

plus u l u  for c la s s e s  1-7 or i l  i in p l ac e  of the final vowel for dual 

and p lu ra l . The meaning of the res u l tant demons trat i ve i s  �hat s am e  

one . 

Classes 1 & 3 r u l u -ma l)a d j i 

Classes 2 & 4 n j u l u -m a l) a d j  i 

Class 5 m u l u -ma l)ad j i 

Class 6 nu l u -ma l)a d j  i 

Class 7 n a � u l u - ma l) a d j  i 

Dual 'f i l i -mal)a d j i 

Plural l i l i -ma l)a d j i 

1 . 2 . 2  P ossess i ve P rono uns 

When p o s s e s s ive pronouns occur as noun modifier s  t hey t ake the s ame 

c l a s s -marking pref i x e s  as the three demonstrat ive pronouns des cribed 

above or al lomorphs of those prefixe s . 

The s ingu lar s tems y i n g u  y our, a n g u  her, y i g u  his, al l occur with 
I the su f f i x  - I) U  in Nu c lear tagmeme s .  

The prefix s et s  l i s t ed in 1 . 2 . 1  above have certain variant s when 

they occur with p o s s e s s ive pronouns . A l l  pref i x e s  lose t he f inal 

vowel when prec eding a vowe l-ini t i a l  s tem , and such st ems inc lude the 

y - init ial pronouns which lose the initial  s emi-vowe l whe n they are 

pre f ixed . The mascul ine c lass  4 referent prefix has t he v ar i ant form 

d j  i- whi ch occur s  with free pr onouns .  

Exampl e s  of the p o s s e s s ive pronoun s e t  are l i sted as they oc cur 

w i t h  the mas c ul ine prefix n j a - in Nuc lear occurrenc e : 
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1 s n j a - I)a�a 2 pl n j - i r u l)a 

1 d excl n j a - I)a �a r a l)a 3 f s nj - a ng u - I)u 

1 d incl n j a - I)a l  i l)a  3 m s n j - i g u - I) u  

1 pl excl n j a-l)a n ul)a 3 d n j a-wu l a l)a 

1 pl incl n j a - I)a m ba l a l)a  3 pl n j -a l u l)a  

2 s n j - i n g u - I) u  3 fern s , d , pl nj -a ngu - I) U  

2 d n j - i m ba l a l)a  3 masc s , d , pl n j - ayu 

Exampl e s  of p o s s e s sive pronouns are given b e low as t hey oc cur with 
tagmeme-marking pre f i x  s et s : 

Nuc l - i g u -I)u ( pl -his-rel ) n j  a - I) a�a (m-my ) 

Ref 1 i y - i g u  n j  u -I)a�a 

D ir/Acc l i n j d j - i g u  n j u l) g u - I)a�a 

Nuc n j  -a n g u  - I)u (masc- n a � - a l u l)a (abstr-
her-re Z )  their:pl )  

Ref d j -a n g u  n u wa �-a l u l)a 

D ir/Acc d j i l)g-a n g u  n U l) g a � -a l u l) a  

1 .3 A L LOT I V E  S P EC I F I ER 

The allotive s p e c i f i er a r g u  other, different, some ( or as in c om

par i s on : a r g u  . . . a r g u  one .. . another, s ome . . .  some others ) ,  i s  

d i ff e rent from other noun modi fiers  i n  two respe ct s . Thi s  s t em takes  

two sets  of  pref ixes ,  and i t  t akes  a ref erent suffix whic h  has  occur

rence unique to  this stem . 

Third p e r s on pre f i x e s  of s e t s  I and I I  occur with a r g u . Set I i s  

c l o s e ly re lated i n  form to  t h e  demonstrat ive pronoun prefix s e t  a s  i t  

o c c u r s  w i t h  -ma l) a d j  i that (specific) , b u t  with l o s s  o f  t h e  final vowel 

from each pref ix . Thi s  loss of vowe l c au s e s  l o ss of d i s t inc t ion 

between the f ema l e/feminine prefix ra- and the dua l  pre f i x  r i - in 

Nuc l ear occurrence . To retain the d i s t inct i on t h e  dual suffix 

-wu d j ara always c o-oc curs with the dual prefix in Nuc lear tagmemes .  

Set I I  i s  c lo s e ly r e l at ed in form to  body-part pos s e s s ive pre f i x e s  of 

Typ e  II nouns with the f ol lowing mod ificat ions : 1 )  the f i nal v owe l 

i s  l o s t  from the f ema le , mal e , and arboreal prefixe s ;  2 )  the c ons onant s 

land w are added to mas cu l ine and food prefixes respect ively ; 3 )  dual 

and p lura l pref i x e s  oc cur . Ru l e s  1 ) - 3 )  a l s o  appl y  t o  non-Nu c l ear pre

f i xa t i on . The two prefix s et s  are lis t ed b e l ow with t he s t em in 

Nuc lear o c c urrenc e . 
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Set I Set II 

3 s f/3 f ern v v 
na nd - a r g u  r - a r g u  

3 s m n j - a r g u  v n i w - a r g u  

3 masc n j - a r g u n i .!. - a r g u  

3 fd v v m -a r g u  n u w - a r g u  

3 arb n - a r g u  n a n-a r . gu  

3 abstr na � - a r g u  

3 d r-a r g u -wu d j ara n awu l - a r gu 

3 pI 1 -a  r g u  na l - a r g u  

The choice  of prefix from set  I or set  I I  i s  det ermined by whether 

c ont ra s t  or c ompari s on i s  intended , and by whether the i t em under 

review is unfami liar or known and fami l iar , whether i t  c ome s from 

s ome out s id e  s ourc e or be long s . Set I prefixes are used where the 

c ontrast  is t o  b e  highl ighted , and with it ems which are unfami l i ar or 

from an out s ide s ou rc e . Set I I  prefixes are u s e d  in comparison , and 

with i t ems which are fam i li ar or part of a known whole . 2 

Pre f i x e s  of both set s  I a nd I I  d i s t ingu i s h  Nuc l ear , Referent , and 

D i r e c t ive/Ac c e s s ory . Ru l e s  prev ious ly s tated for nuc lear pre f i x  oc c ur 

rence wit h a r g u  apply t o  the non-nu c l ear a l s o ,  but w i t h  t w o  exceptions 

i n  set  I .  I n  Referent occurrence the mas c uline and ab s tract pref i x e s  

are d j - and n u waQuw- respectiv e l y . The only 3 suff i x  whi ch o c cu r s  is 

the r e f erent suffix - l u  which has unique occurrence with t h i s  s t em . 

The f o l low i ng are the affi xed forms of a r g u  as it occurs with set  I 

pre f ix e s  in  the various tagmeme s :  

Nuclear Ref erent D ir/Acc 

3 s f/3 f ern r - a r g u  r uw - a r g u - l u  r Ul)g - a r g u  

/ a r g u  / wuw- a r g u - l u  / wUl)g - a r g u  

3 s m n j  - a r g u  n j u w - a r g u- l u n j u l)g -a r g u  

3 ma sc nj -a r g u  d j - a r g u - l u  d j i l)g - a r g u  

3 fd m - a r g u  muw- a r g u - l u  mUl)g - a r g u  

3 arb n - a r g u  nuw-a r g u - l u  nu  I)g  -a  r g u  

3 abstr nai;l-a r g u  n uwai;lu w - a rg u - l u  nUl) g ai;l - a r g u  

3 d r - a r g u -wu d j ara r i y - a r g u - l u  r i n j d j -a r g u  

3 pl l - a r g u  l i y - a r g u - l u 1 i n j d j -a r g u  
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The f o llowing are the affixed forms of argu as it occurs with set  I I  

pre f i x e s  in  the various t agmeme s :  

Nuclear Ref erent Dir/Acc 

3 s f/3  f ern nand-argu nuwand-argu- 1 u  nUl)gand-argu 

3 5 m niw-argu niyiw-argu- 1 u  nil)giw-argu 

3 ma sc ni.!..-argu niyi.!..-argu- 1 u  n i.1) 9 i .!.. -a r 9 u 

3 fd nuw-argu nuwuw-a rgu - 1  u nUl)guw-argu 

3 arb y nuwan-argu- 1 u  nUl)gan-argu nan-argu 

3 d nawu 1-argu nuwawu 1 -argu - 1  u nUl)gawu 1-argu 

3 pI na 1 -argu nuwa 1 -argu- 1 u  nUl)ga 1 -argu 

1 . 4 PR E F I X  A L LOMOR PHS U S ED B Y  A MA L E  S PE A K ER 

There are variants in noun mod i f ier pre f i xe s  for men s pe akers for 

mal e  and masculine c la s s e s  2 and 4 as t here are i n  noun prefixe s . I n  

a l l  instances  prefixat i on for t h e  t w o  c la s s e s  i s  ident i c a l . 

1 . 4.1 Adjectives and Nume ra l s  

Adjec tives  and numeral pre f i x e s  oc cur in  prec i s e ly the s ame form a s  

wit h noun s . Both c la s s e s  2 and 4 t ake 0 ( Nuc l ear) , and gi- ( non

Nu c lear) . I n  the examples l i s t ed b e l ow ,  the forms used by a male 

speaker will be  shown in c omparison with those used by a f ema l e  sp eaker 

for the same two c la s s e s . 

Nuc 

Ref 

Dir 

Acc 

M ya b i (m/masc
good ) 

gi-yabi-yu 

gi-yabi-njdju 

9 i -yabi -njdja 

F nj a -yab i (m-good ) 

nju-yabi-yu 

nju-yabi-njdju 

nju-yabi -njdja 

1 . 4.2 Dem ons tra t ive and P ossess i ve P rono uns 

F yabi (masc
good ) 

dji-yabi-yu 

dj i-yabi-njdju 

dj i-yabi-njdja 

Demon s trat ive occurrenc e for c l a s s e s  2 and 4 i s  as for the mascu l ine 

class i n  wome n ' s  speech . The near demons tra t iv e  this i s : djina 

( Nu c lear) , njuwu-dja ( Referent) , njul)gu-dja ( Dire c t iv e/Ac c e s s ory) . 

Both -mal)adj i that (specific) and -mbal)u that (nonspecific) t ake the 

pre f i x e s  nja- ( Nu c l ear) , nju- ( Referent) , njul)gu- ( D irect iv e/A c c e s s ory) . 

The p o s s e s s ive pronoun for c l a s s e s  2 and 4 i s  yigu, whi ch occur s  as  

t he male c la s s  2 pronoun i n  wome n ' s  speech. The c las s-mark i ng pre

f ix e s  whi c h  i nd i c ate both c la s s e s  2 and 4 are the s ame as for t he 
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demonstrative pronouns -ma8adj i and -mba8u a s  descr ibed in the preced

i ng paragraph . 

1 .4.3 A l l o t i ve Spe c i f i e r  

The allotive spe c if i er argu other takes i dent i c a l  prefixes for 

c la s s e s  2 and 4 i n  both s e t s  I and I I , and in each inst ance the prefix 

i s  the same as  that of ma le c lass 2 i n  women ' s  speech : nj-argu 

( Nu c lear ) ,  njuw-argu-lu ( Referent ) ,  nju8g-argu ( Dire c t ive/Ac c e s sory ) 

i n  set I ,  and niw-argu ( Nuc lear ) ,  niyiw-argu-lu ( Referent ) ,  ni8giw

argu ( Direct ive/Ac c e s s ory ) in s et I I . 

2 .  N O U N  M O D IF I E R O C C U R RE N C E  I N  N O U N  P H RAS E S  

Adjec t ives , numera ls , demons trat ive or posse s s ive pronouns , and 

a l l ot ive spec if ier may all c o-occur w i th each other and/or w i t h  nouns 

to form noun phrases . The re i s  no rigid order of word occurren c e  i n  

such phrases , but t h e  f o l l owing i s  t h e  preferred order : 

±demonstrative ± argu ±numeral/adj ee ti ve/possess i ve ±noun 

Ru le : Demonstrative and pos s e s s ive pronouns do not oc cur 

together . 

There i s  ob l igat ory oc currence of one of the s e  words and frequent ly 

two o c c ur . The s e  are a few phrases of this type cons i s t i ng of three 

words , but no exampl e s  of phrases with more than t hr e e  words . 

I n  such phrases there is agreement i n  c lass and number of the pre

fix on each word , and with animate dual suffixat ion where this oc cur s . 

There i s  a l s o  agreement in t agmeme -marking i n  pre f i xat i on ,  and i n  

suff ixation for a l l  su f f i x i ng st ems . 

Nue 'a-dja 'a-a�u ( f -this f -child ) this girl 

Ref 'uwu-dja ruw-a�u-wu 

Ace rU8gu-dja ruw-a�u-8ga 

Nue li-ma8adji li-wulu ( pI-that pI-people ) 

Ref liyi-ma8adji liyi-wulu-wu 

Dir linjdji-ma8adji linjdji-wulu-89u 

Ace linjdji-ma8adji linjdji-wulu-89a 

.. those people 



Nue F awara ( rnase -other rnase-country ) 
another country 

Ref dj-argu-lu dj iy-awara-wu 

Dir dj i I)g-argu d j i y -a wa r a-I u 

Aee djil)g-argu dj iy-awara-la 

Nue M nj-argu awara ( rnase-other rna se -country ) 

Ref njuw-argu-lu giy-awara-wu 

Dir njul)g-argu giy-awara-lu 

Aee njul)g-argu giy-awara-la 

another country 

Nue F nja-argula nja-miQil)!ya (m-one m-man ) one man 

Ref njuw-argu la-wu nju-mi�il)iya-wu 

Dir njuw-argula-I)gu nju-mi�il)iya-lu 

Aee njuw-argula-I)ga nju-mi�il)iya-la 

Nue M mi�il)iya (m-one m-man ) one man 

Ref giy-argula-wu gi-mi�il)iya-wu 

Nue 

Ref 

na-yabi 

nu-yabi-yu 

na-wulal)i ( arb-good arb-river ) 
a good river 

nu-wu lal)i-ngu 

D ir nUl)gu-yabi-njdju nUl)gu-wulal)i-ndu 

Aee nUl)gu-yabi-njdja nUl)gu-wulal)i-nda 

Nue F nja-I)a�a �ulun ( rnase-my rnase-bed ) my bed 

Ref d j i -I) a � a d j i -� u 1 u n -9 u 

Dir djil)gu-I)a�a dji-�ulun-du 

Aee d j i I) 9 u -I) a � a d j i -� u 1 u n -d a 

Nue �ulun ( rna se-my rnase-bed ) my bed 

Ref n j u -I) a � a 9 i -� u 1 u n -9 u 

Dir nj u I)gu -I)a�a 9 i -�u 1 un-du 

Aee njul)gu-I)a�a gi-lulun-da 

1 1  
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Nue 

Ref 

D ir/ 
Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

D ir 

Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

Dir 

Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

D ir 

Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

D ir 

Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

Oir 

Aee 

Nue 

Ref 

Dir 

Aee 

f a - m b a l)u  f - a f g u  ( f -that:non8pecific f -other) 

� u wu -m b a l) u  � u w - a r g u - l u  
that other one ( f) 

F n j a -mal) ad j i  9 i yal)u (rnase-that rnase-new) 
that new one 

y i -ma l) a d j i .d j i - � i yal) u - wu 

d j i l)g u -ma l) ad j i  d j i -9 i ya l) u - l a  

M n j a -mal)ad j i � i ya l)u (rnase -that rnase-new) 

n j u - m a l) a d j  i g i - � i ya l) u - wu 

n j U l)g u -ma l) a d j  i g i -9 i ya l) u - l u  

n j u l)g u-mal)a d j i g i -9 i ya l)u - l a  

that new one 

F n i .!.. -afg u wa l j a (rnase-other mase-dugong) 

n i y i .!.. -a r g u - l u  d j  i - wa l j a -wu 

n i l) g i .!.. - a � g u  

d j  i -wa l j a - I)g u  

d j  i -wa)j a -I) g a  

another dugong 

M n i w - a r g u  wa l j a  (rnase-other mase-dugong) 
another dugong 

n i y i w - a r g u- l u  g i - wa l j a - wu  

n i l)g i w - a r g u  g i - wa l j a - I) g u  

n i l)g i w - a r g u  g i - wa l j a - I)g a  

1 i -mal) a d j  i 1 i - d j a g a9a 1 i -wulu ( p1-that p1-many p1-
peopte) tho8e many peopte 

l i y i -mal)a d j i l i y i - d j a g a � a -wu l i y i - wu l u -wu  

1 i n j d j i -ma l) a d j  i 1 i n j d j  i -d j a g a � a- l u  1 i n j d j i -wu l u - I) g u  

1 i n j d J  i -mal)a d j  i 1 i n j d j  i -d j a g a � a - l a  1 i n j d j  i -wu l u - I)g a  

F d j  i n a n j - a r g u  d j a j l) j g a  (mase : thi8 rnase-other mase-
rock) this different rock 

y i - d J a  d j -a r g u - l u  d j i -d j a j l) j g a -wu  

d j i l)g u -d j a  d j i l)g - a � g u  d j i - d j a j l) j ga -wu 

dj i l) gu-d j a  dj i l) g - a r g u  dj i - d j a j l)j g a -a 



Nue M d j  i n a n j -a r g u  d j a j � j g a (ma s e : this rnase-other rnase
rock ) this different rock 

Ref n j u wu -d j a  n j u w - a r g u - l u  g i - d j a j � j g a -wu 

Dir n j u �g u -d j a  n j u �g - a r g u  g i -d j a j � j g a -wu  

Aee n j u �g u - d j a  n j u �g - a r g u  g i -d j a j � j g a -a 

1 3  

Phra s e s  inc luding the dua l suff i x  - wu d j a�a usua l ly oc c ur in Nuc lear 

t agmem e s  only : 

r i -ma � a d j  i m i � i �u - wu d j a r a  (d-that man-d ) those two men 

g a n j ma � a - wu d j a r a  r i -wa � u - wu d j a r a ( two-d d-spouse-d ) two husbands/wives 

a � u -wud j a r a  bu y i - �g u d j a r a g a n j ma � a - w u d j a r a  ( chiZd-d s maZZ-d two-d ) the 
two s maZZ chiZdren 

In the above d e s cr ip t i on i t  w i l l  b e  not ed that only common nouns o f  

T y p e  I are referred t o ,  and w i t h  a s i ngle r ecorded exc e p t i on , t h e s e  

are the o n l y  nouns whi c h  otcur with mod if i ers t o  form a phras e .  The 

exc e p t i on is the Type II s tem - w i n i  name, and t h i s  s t em may occur w i t h  

a d emons tra tive o r  a numeral modi f y i ng i t . The s t em - w i n i  i t s e lf t ak e s  

a b ody-part pos s e s s iv e  pref i x  acc ording to  the c lass  of t h e  i t em ,  and 

the demonstrative or numeral agrees  with t he s t em ac c ording to c la s s  

b u t  takes a nonp o s s e s s ive prefix of t h e  kind whi c h  oc c ur s  w i t h  Type I 

nouns. Avai lab l e  e xamples  are a l l  from Nuc lear tagmem e s : 

F d j a g a � a  n i - w i n i  M d j a g a � a  n a -w i n i  ( rna se-many its :mase

name ) their (mase ) many names; F n j a -g a n j ma � a  n i ya - w i n i  M 

g a nJma � a  n a -w i n i  (m-two his-name ) his two names; r a -m a � a d j  I 

n a nd a -w i n i  ( f -that her-name ) that name of her's . 



N OT E S 

1. The suffix - QU s e ems l i k e l y  t o  b e  the same morpheme which o c curs 

as a r e l at or , d e s c ribed with der iva t i onal suffixes  in Compex�t�e� 0 6  

Y anyula N oun� 7.1 .  I t  is  not ed that t h i s  suffi x  a l s o  oc curs with t h e  

d emonstrat ive pronoun d j  i na this i n  Nuc lear occurrenc e . 

2. Thi s u s age i s  shown in t hree i l lustrat i ons : 1) A car t on of mangoes 

( fruit and therefore of  food c l ass) was under insp ect ion and it was 

c omment ed t hat s ome were r ipe and others were green . The word used for 

b o t h  s ome and for others was n u w - a r g u  with a set I I  food c l a s s  prefix . 

When a b ag of mangoes was brought t o  add t o  the c art on , the s e  were 

m - a r g u  others from an out s ide sourc e ,  and a set I food c lass pre f i x  

w a s  u s ed . 2 )  The neighbour ing Garawa tribe have been re ferred t o  a s  

n a l - a r g u  the other people (known t o  us ) ,  w i t h  a s e t  I I  pr ef i x . A n  

Afr i can t r i b e  s e e n  in a photograph were referred t o  as I - a r g u  the other 

people (not known to us ) ,  with a set I pref ix . 3 )  When a s e t  I dual 

f orm was e l i c it ed from an inf ormant , she at first misund er s tood and 

gave the more frequent ly used form with the set II pref ix. When a 

further effort was made the informant gave the required set I form and 

added , when they are two strangers . 

3. The s tem a r g u has mo s t  frequent oc currenc e in Nuc lear t agmeme s ,  

and t o  obtain non-Nuc lear forms , part icu lar ly of s e t  I I  pre f ixes , i t  

was ne c e s sary t o  e l i c i t  data . In r e s ponse to e l i c it ing ,  the informant 

gave the suf f i x  - I u  to indicate Direct ive in n U Q g a wu l -a r g u - I u  to the 

two others and nU Qga l -a r g u - I u  to the others ( p l );  the suffix - I a  was 

given to  indicate A c c e s sory in the word nU Qg a wu l -a r g u - I a  with the two 

others but there was zero suff ixat i on for A c c e s sory in the word 

n U Q g a l - a r g u  with the others ( pl ) . However , there seemed some h e s i t ancy 

in the giving of these forms , and at this  t ime t here i s  ev idence of 

only referent suffix oc currence in non- e l i c ited data . 

1 4  
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