
KAUGEL VERB MORPHOLOGY 

BRUCE L .  A N D  RUTH BLOWERS 

Verbs are present ed as fol l ows : ( 1 ) verb root s ;  ( 2 ) verbs ; 

( 3 ) verb spe c i f iers ; ( 4 )  verb a l s . 

S I G N S  

1 o b l i gat ory ; p lus 

1 - o p t i onal 

* unp redic t ab le d i a l e c t i c a l  fluctat ion 

I p red i c t able phonemi c vari at ion ; a l t e rnat ing w i t h  

n o  suc h  form in t he language 

minus ; bound morpheme 

o meaningful absence 

V vowe l 

C consonant 

morp heme break 

fol lowing phoneme has been subst ituted or dropped 

# number ; rule number 

( order 

A B B REV I AT I ON S  

Ben Benefact ive 

T Te nse 

M Mood 

A Asp e c t  

Ind I nd i c at or (for t e nse, mood and asp e c t  c omb ined ) 

Imp Imperat ive 

Hort Hort ative 

sg singular 

pl p lural 

dl dual 
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Inc l Inc l usive 

Asrt Assert ive 

Qual Qua l i fy i ng 

Pol P o l i t e  

Quo Quot at ive 

Emph Emphat i c  

Ant Ant i c ipat ive 

Int Int errogat ive 

Asm Assump t ive 

Exc Exc ept ion 

V E RB ROOT S 

V e rb roo t s  are b ound forms which take "t ense " and as many as six 

other su ffixes . ( A bound fo rm is a word form w h i c h  is i n c omp le t e  in 

i t se l f  and needs a suffix to make its meaning comp l e t e. ) 

A .  S imp l e  v e rb ro o t s  may c onsist of from one t o  thre e  sy l lab les . 

t o - ' h i t ' p f l i - ' u nders tand ' k u b u l u - ' e x t ing u i s h ' 

Subc lass 1 1  consists of a single vowe l or one sy l l ab le nasal root s .  

0 - ' c ome ' n i - ' s peak ' no - ' e a t ' me - , carry ' 

Subc lass 1 2  co nsists of verb roots o f  i rregular st ress patt e rns . 

t u d u -
� k u -

' dr i v e  i n t o  t h e  ground ' 
' wa s t e ' 

t u d u - ' i nab i L i t y t o  do corre c t Ly ' 

a k u - 'dig ' 

B .  Compound verb roo t s  are t wo or mo re verb roots j o ined . The se c ond 

root i s  usua l ly a form o f  p u -
, 

T E . P U . yo 
, 

N O . P , A . bo 
' y o u  GO DO ' 
' L e t  me GO EA T '  

I R REG ULA R I T Y : 

L I . P , l . b o ' L e t  me GO EA T '  
N I . P , l . bo ' L e t  me GO SPEA K ' 

' g o ' . 

Phonemic explanation o f  t i l(; c O I�p ound VC1'U root irregulari t y :  

T h e  h i gh front vow e l  of t h e  i n i t ial verb r o o t  draws t he p o i nt o f  

art i c ulat i on of t h e  fol lowing root vowe l t o  a mid-front posi t ion . 

C .  Mu l t i p l e  verb roo t s  are a comb inat ion of four verb roots w i t h  only 

t he i n i t i a l  root subst i t u t ab le - t he mu l t ip l e  form i s  fol lowed b y  t h e  

final verb ,  te- ' do ' .  This denotes a c t ion o f  c ommut at ion . 

wa l t i . p u . 6 . p u T E - ' as k ing GOING AND COMING A ND GOING ' 
t e . P U . 6 . p u T E - ' do i ng GOING COMING AND GOING ' 

D .  F r e e  v e r b  ro o t s  are unbound verb roots fo l l owed by t he i dent i c a l  



root wh i c h  i s  infle c t e d . This denot e s  i rre l e vant act ion . "  

KANO  KAN O . d u ' Se e !  - I saw i t  ( b u t i t  was i rre Z e van t ) . ' 
K U B U lI J  n a a  KUBU L U . p i l i  ' D i e  - don ' t  Ze t i t  die ( t he fi re ) . '  

V E R B S  
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I n  t h e  Kauge l verb , t e nse , mood and asp e c t  do not always form a 

sep arat e syst em . The division b e tween mood and asp e c t  is a fine l ine 

and in some verb s  t hey c omb i ne to form a single syst em . S i n c e  t hey are 

st ruct ura lly para l le l  with t he t e nse system they w i l l  be c onsidered as 

one cat egory . 

A l l  examp les using forms o f  t h e  verb s  are given in first person 

singular , except when there is no su c h  form in t he language , in which 

case t h e  examp le wi l l  b e  given in second person singular - when c on­

t rast is necessary . 

V E R B  C L A S S E S  

1 .  N o n - a c t i o n  

There are two k i nds of verb s ,  non-a c t i on ve rb s ,  which are t h e  e q u i ­

valent of stat e-of-b e i nB-verbs in Engl ish . These a r e  l i st e d  herewith . 

The sub j e c t  o f  these verb s  is used with out t he a c t o r marke r .  

m6 1 0 - ' be ' p e - ' Z ay ' 

�9 i l i - ' s t and ' 

2. A c t i o n  

I e - ' p Zace ' 

A c t ion verb s  may or may not b e  use d w i t h  t he a c t o r  marke r on t he 

sub j e c t . A c t ion verbs are a l l  verbs wh i c h  are not inc luded in t he c lass 

of non-act ion verb s .  A few are l i st ed . 

t o - ' h i t ' 
t i - ' g i v e ' 

M o r p h o - p h o n em i c r u l e s 

n o - ' e a t ' 

t e - ' do ' 

* 1  ( -v I - a )  root final vowe l i s  dropped when - a  is added . 

p ( - u / a ) 1 - b o  is p . � . bo ' Z e t  me go ' 
t { - o / a ) 1 - b o  is t . � . bo ' Z e t  me h i t ' 

I R REG U LA R I T Y : for root 0 - ' come ' ;  0 I a is wa  ' y o u  <,orne ' .  

* 2  - j i * - dV vowe l agrees w i t h  vowe l of p re c eding sy l l able ( i n  some 

d i a l e c t s ) . 

n i . j  f . yo / n i  . d t  . y o ' s peak fo r . . .  ' 

t e . j f . y o / t e . d ' . yo ' do fo r . . .  ' 

*3 When an alternate form i s  gi ven , fi rst form fo l lows - i  and - u ;  
se c ond fo rm foll ows - e  and - 0 .  
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Verb Chart 1 

IMPERATIVE VERBS 

( I  ) , ( 2  ) ( 3  ) ., 

R O O T  B E N .  I N D I C AT O R  P E RS O N - N U M B E R  E N D I N G S  

n I - I I I 

Singu l. a r  Dua l. P l. u ra l. 

- i 1 - - - - -- --
Polite 

- u  - j i 2 - yo # 4 - I  r 0 - y o  

#l 3 -- -- --

* - e  1 -- -bo l o  - mo l o  

-0 
Empha- / 2 " - I e -me 

# 1 tic 
- dV - a  3 -- - I e  - me # 1  
# 2 : 3  

- e  1 -- -- --
Quota-

tive 2 - i # 4  - I e  - I 

3 -- -- --

( On the c hart , - u  is ruled by rule # 1 . ) 

n r . e . bo ' I  may speak ' 
t e . a . b o ' I  wi H do ' 

# 4  No indicator use d . 

p G . yo ' y o u  go ' 
p G . p i l i  ' l. e t h im go ' 

p G .  i 
p 6  

S t re s s  ru l e s 

( 4  ) ( 5  ) ( 6  ) 

A S S R . I N C L .  Q U A L . MO O D S  

I- I - 1 -

Asm. 

- j e  

Int . -m u - I a  
- i / 
- e  

Ant . 

( -VI a )  

Def .  

- ko 

When not designated on t h e  c hart , stress o c curs on the final sy l lab le 

o f  the root . 

mo l , . L b o 'I wi l. l.  s t ay ' 
m u d , � . bo ' I  wi l. l.  s e n d ' 

I M PE R A T I V E  V E RBS 

NOTE: Each s�t of examp les use verb roots o f  each o f  t h e  four vowe ls . 

Imp e rat i ve verbs express c ommands , exhortati ons and suggest ions. 
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Po lit e verbs express commands only in se cond p e rson ; t hese may also 

be used as gree t i ngs and farewe l l s . 

n r . yo ' Sp e a k . ' 
p � . yo ' Go . ' 
mo 1 6 .  yo  'Stay·. ' 
t e . yo ' Do .  ' 

Emphatic verbs express emphasis in c ommands but may o r  may not b e  

demanding . ( Translat ions of Emp ha t i c  wi l l  c arry t h e  exc lamat i on point. ) 

n r . e ' Sp e a k ! ' 

p , a  ' G o ! ' 

mo 1 , �  ' S tay ! ' 
t e  . ·a ' Do ! ' 

Quo tati v e  verbs express a direct quoted c ommand , and are fo l l owed b y  

a quotat ive verb fo rm. Translat ions o f  Quota t i ons are enc l osed i n  c om­

mas . Since it is a Med i a l  verb fo rm , a final verb must b e  inc luded i n  

the examp l e s  fo r c learer t ranslat i on . 
. . , . n  I .  I .  n I mu  

. p � . i .  n t m u  
• m o  1 6 . i .  n t m u 
• t e • i .  n t m u  

' ''Sp e a k , '' h e  s a i d . ' 
"'Go , " h e  s a i d . ' 
, "Stay , " h e  said . ' 
' ''Do ( i t ) , "  h e  s a i d . ' 

H o �tati v e  verbs express an exhort ation , suggest i on , desire or in­

v i t at io n . They also express the Near Future mean i ng . See F i nal Verb s , 

C hart 2 .  

n t i e . b o  
p , a . bo 
mo 1 , a . b o  
t e . a . b o 

, L e t  me s p ea k . ' 
'I w i s h  t o  go . ' 
'I de s i r e  to s tay . ' 
'I wi Z Z  soon do ( i t ) . ' 

O P T I O NA L  S U F F I X ES 

B e n e 6 acti v e  denotes act ion done for the benefit o f  anot her . 

n i . J r .  e .  bo  ' L e t  me s p e a k  FOR . • •  ' 

I n clu4 i v e  denotes a c t ion inc luded , meaning ' t o o ' o r  ' a L s o ' .  
n r  . e . bo . LA ' L e t  me speak TOO . ' 

A 4 4 e�ti v e  denotes action asserted , meaning ' do ' or 'mu s t ' .  
n f  . e . bo . MO 'I MUST spea k . ' 
n f . e . n i . M U , DO speak . ' 

A nticipati v e  denotes a c t ion ant i c ipa�ed or l onged for , most c ommonly 

o c c urs on Near Fut ure verb s .  

n f . e . SA , I LONG TO speak . ' 
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A6 6 umptiv e i s  act ion assumed or supposed . 

n t  . e . bo . J E  ' PERHA PS I wi n spea k . ' 

I nt e��o gativ e i s  a c t i on inte rrogat ed or asked . 

n t . e . bo . E  
n t . e .  n i . I 

' Sha n I speak?. ' 
' wi L L  you speak?. ' 

S u ff i x  comb i n a t i o n s  may inc lude from t w o  t o  four opt i onal suffixes . 

n i . J r . e . b o . lA . J E ' PERHA PS I wi n speak FOR . . .  TOO . ' 

I M P E R A T I V E  V E R B  COMB I NA T I O NS 

are c omb inat ions o f  various verbs on Chart 1 .  Only t he short est 

expansions are given . 

H o �tati v e - Emp hatic : 

' Te L L  h i m  t o  come ! ' 
6 . p i l i  n f . e 
l e t .  him . come y o u . sp e a k !  

' Come . l e t ' s  g o  
t , � . m i i i  
l e t . us . hi t 

hit ( him ) ! '  
p , � . m i i i  
le t . u s . go 

w , � . mo l o  
we . come ! 

H o �tativ e - Po lite : 

' Te l l  him t o  come . 
6 . p i  1 i n f  . y o 
l e t .  h im .  come y o u . speak 

' Come . l e t ' s go h i t ( him) . '  
t , � . m i l i  p , � . m i l i  w , � . yo 
l e t . u s . h i t  l e t . u 8 . go you (p l . )  come 

Quo tativ e oc c urs w i t h  Medial or Fina l  verb forms , so do not appear 

w i t h examp les i n  this se c t i on . 

M o r p h o - p h o n em i c  r u l e s  f o r  V e r b  C h a r t  2 ( for rules 1 - 4  se e Chart 1 )  

* 5  In some dial e c t s ,  t he fi rst form o c c u rs w i t h ' i '  and ' e '  root s ,  t he 

se c ond w i t h  ' u '  and ' 0 ' roo t s .  

t i r t . d u ' 1  gave ' 
p u . r 6 . d u ' 1  w e n t ' 

t e . r t . d u ' 1  did ' 
n o . r 6 . d u ' 1  a t e ' 

* 6  C lass 1 roots have p renasa l i sed b i labial stop in i nd i c at o r . 

( Nasa l isat ion o f  indicator o c c urs w i t h  sub c lass : 1  root s . ) 

n i . b l L ro ' 1  am spea king . ' 
n o . b � . ro  . ' 1  am e a ting . ' 
t e . p � . ro ' 1  am doing . ' 
t o . p� . r o ' 1  am hit ting . ' 
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Verb Chart 2 

FINAL VERBS 

( I )  ( 2  ) ( 3  ) ( 4  ) ( 5  ) ( 6  ) 

R O O T  B E N. I N D I C A T O R  P E R S ON - NUMB E R  E N DI N G S  A S S R . I N C L .  QUA L . MO O D S  

f f - f 1 f f - f - f -

S i ngu Lar Dua l. P L u r a l.  

* # 5  1 - d u  b u l u  -mu l u  
- i Past , Asm . - r 1 

- r u 2 - n u  - g i l i - g i - j e  
Near g 3 - m u  g i l i - g i 
Past 

- - _ . 
, 1 - r u / - ro  b u l u l -mu l u l - m u  

Pres- - kV - b o l o  -mo l 0  Int . - u  
ent 11 7 2 - n u l - n o  b i I i  I -m i I i  I - j i - b e l e  -me l e  I - 1 a - i / - e  

Pres . 115 

* -pe 3 - m u / - mo - b i I i  I - m i  1 i I -mo 
Ins t .  - b e l e  - me l e  - p a  

- - - .  

Near 1 - b o  - b i I i  - m  i I i  Ant . - 0  - dV Fut . 1  - e  - n i - g i l i - g i 2 Hort- ( -Vfa ) 
ative - a  3 -p i I i  : 4  - g  i I i  - g  i 

-- - . 

1 - b u / - b 6  - b u l u l -mu l u l 
- b o l 6  -mo l 6  

- e  Fu- g 2 , - g  i 1 ( j  - g  r ;  Def .  - n l 
ture - g e l e  - ge - ko 

3 - b e l  - g  i 1 r ;  - g  ( j  
- b a  - g e l e  - g e  

- - _ .  

Cus- 1 - 6  - b6 1 0  -m6 1 0  
to- - 1 i 2 - n 6  - b e l e  -me l e  
mary # 7  3 -m6 - b e l e  -me l e  

- - -
Sub- - 1  e 1 - k e / - ka - b o l k a  -mo l ka 
j unc-

1/7 ,  
2 - n a  - b e l ka -me l ka 

tive 
8 3 - ke / - ka - b e l ka -me l ka 

# 7  When mult iple roo t s  ending in - I V are followed by - k  the final vowel 

of the root is  dropped . 

p i  1 i - f - 1  i f - ke b ecome s p i  . I , k e 
mo l o - f - I e  f - ka become s mo l , k a  
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# 8  Whe n  - I V i s  fo ll owed b y  - k , the vow e l  i s  dropped b e fore the su ffix 

i s  adde d . 

p u - I - 1  i I - k e b e c ome s 

t e - I - I e  I - k a b e c omes 

p u . l  , k e  
t e . l  , k .i  

# 9  When mul t i p l e  roots end i n  - I V and are followed b y  a n  indicator o f  

- I V ,  t he IV  o f  t h e  root is dropped b e fore the final suffix is 

adde d . 

mo l o - I - I e b e c omes mo l e - t he n  m6 , l e . n a ' y o u  wou L d  b e ' 
a g i l i - I - I i  b e c omes a g i l i - t hen .i g i . l i . o ' I  s tand ' 

NOTE: If the final su ffix b e gins w i t h  I k I t he n  

mo l o - I - 1  e I - k a b e c omes mo l k .i ' h e  
p i  1 i - I - 1 i I - ke b e come s p i  1 k e  ' h e 

F l u c t uat ion o ft e n  oc c urs on - 1 i roots : 

p i  1 i k i  r u  / p i  l k f r u ' I  kno w ' 
a g i l i k i r u / a g i l k f r u ' I  s t and ' 

S t r e s s  r u l e s 

wou Ld 
wou L d  

both # 8  and # 9  

be ' 
unde r s t and ' 

app l y . 

St ress i s  predi c t ab l e  on verb s ,  as it i s  always on t he i nd i c at o r  e x ­

c e p t  in c ase o f  t he z e ro morpheme when i t  is on the final sy l lab le o f  

the root . (Th is is for verbs on Chart 2 . ) 

F I NA L  V E RBS 

Final verbs o c c ur c lause and sent enc e final ly . On Chart 2 ,  the final 

verb s  are l ist e d  ac cording to their posi t ion o f  t ime - the farth e st 

distant past fi rst , and then on t o  the most dist ant future . Examples 

i n c lude roots which are nasal , non-nasal , and two sy l lab le ve lar roots. 

Chart 2 v e rb s  state acts which i ndi c at e  t e nse , o r  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  ac­

t i on , e x cept Cust omary and Subj unc t i ve which are st ruct urally the s ame 

t h e r e fore o c cur on t he same chart . 

Pa� t t e nse indicates act ion t aken place long ago o r  some t ime b e yond 

y est e rday . 

1 - n i . r f . d u I spoke 
2 .  p u . r 6 . d u I w e n t  
3 .  mo l 0 . r6 . d u I was 
4 .  t e . r f . d u  I did 

N �a� . Pa� t t e nse ind i c ates action t aken place yest e rday o �  b et we e n  

t h at t ime and now . 

5 .  n f . d u 
6 . p 6 . d u 

I s p o k e  
I w e n t  



7 .  mo 1 6 . d u 
8 .  t e . d u 

PlLefl ent tense 

9 .  n i . k f . r u 
10 . p u . k u . r u 
l l .  mo 1 , k 6 . r o  
12 . t e . k e . ro 

I was 

I did 

indi c a t e s  a c t ion t ak i ng 

I spea k /am s p e a k i ng 
I go /am going 
I am/I am b e ing 
I do/am doing 

P lL efl ent I nfl tanta n e o ufl t en s e  i n d i c at e s  

t h i s  i n s t ant , o f  wh i c h  one was not aware 

13 . n i b e . ro I am speaking 
14 . 1 i . p e . ro  I am taking 
15 . t o . p � . ro  I am h i t t i ng 
16 . no . b � . ro  I am e a t i ng 
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place now . 

a c t ion i n i t i a l l y  e xperienced 

b e fore . 

N eall FutulLe t en s e  ( a l s o  c a l led Hort at i ve A s p e c t  - see Chart 2 ) indi­

t omorrow . cat e s  a c t ion which wi l l  t ake place s oon , or 

17 . n f . e . bo I wi l l  ( s o o n )  s p e a k  
18 . p , � . bo I wi L L  ( s o o n )  g o  
19 . mo , 1  , � . b o I wi Z Z  ( s o o n )  be 
20 . t e . � . bo I wi Z Z  ( s o o n )  do 

FutulLe t e n s e  i nd i c a t e s  a c t ion which wi l l  t ake p l a c e  later t han t o -

morrow . 

2l . n i . b u I wi Z Z  speak ( l a t e r )  
22 . p u . b u I wi Z Z  go ( l a t e r )  
23 . mo 1 0 . b6 I wi L L  be ( l a t e r )  
24 . b e . b 6 I wi Z Z  do ( l a t e r )  

CUfl tomalLY a s p e c t  deno t e s  a c t ion which i s  t he usual or c u s t omary 

hab i t  . 

25 . n i . 1 r . 0  
26 . p u . 1 r . o 
27 . mo . 1 f . 0  
28 . t e . 1 r . o  

S u b j unc.t.i.v e 

29 . n i . 1 , k e  
30. p u . 1  , k e  
3 l . mo , 1  , k �  
32 . t e . 1  , k �  

I ( u s u a l l y )  s p e a k  
I ( u s u a Z Z y )  go 
I ( u s u a Z Z y )  am 
I ( u s u a Z Zy )  do 

mood denot e s  doub t fu l  

I wou l d  s p e a k  
I wo u l d  go 
I wou l d  be 
I wou l d  do 

or p o s s i b le or des i rable a c t i on . 
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O PT I O NA L  S U F F I X ES 

A l l  opt ional s u ffixes found on t he Final Verb Chart have p reviously 

b e e n  defined in t he Imperat i ve , Chart 1 s e c t ion . The verb s wi l l  b e  

u s e d  i n  t h e  s ame manne r except t hat t h e  t ime o f  t he act i on wi l l  ch ange . 

One new one on the Verb Chart 2 for Final Verb s w i l l  b e  explaine d . 

V e 6 i ni�i v e  i s  a c t i on wh i c h  is defini t e , regarded as final , i r revo­

c ab l e . 

3 3 .  n i . k f . r u . KO I speak ( a s  fina Z )  

34 . t e . k e . ro . KO I d o  ( a s  fina Z )  

F I NA L  V E R B  C O M B I NA T I O NS : 

Two Final verb s comb ined in the p roper s equence c reate aspe c t s  whi c h  

are not indicated b y  t h e  s ingle verb form and c annot b e  l i t e ra l ly t rans ­

l a t e d . 

P lI.epaJI.a�o II. !/  

Two Final Verb s from Chart 2 may b e  c omb ine d  wi t hout t he use o f  a 

c onne c t o r . A Fut ure t ense verb fo l lowed by any t en s e  of t he Final 

Verb s b e c omes ac t i on p repared , t o  or about to happen . The l a t t e r  verb 

is us ual ly t e - ' do ' .  

35 . ' I  am a b o u t  t o  go . , 

p u . b u t e . ke . r o 
I . wi Z L g o I . am . doing 

36 . ' I  was abo u t  to h i t  ( h im) . ' 
t o . b 6 t e . r r . d u 
I . wi Z L h i t  I . di d  

C a u. �  e - R e� u.l�i v e.  

Two S ub j unc t ive verb s may b e  comb ined , w i t h  o n e  or b o t h  o f  t hem 

u s ing the A s s ump t i ve suffix de not ing a result  which is the cause o f  a 

former a c t ion . Used s i ngly 1S a s ugge s t e d  c ommand . 

37 . ' If y o u  wou Z d  spe a k .  he wou Z d  go . ' 
n i . l i . n � . j e  p u . I , k � 
y o u . wou Z d . spe ak . p e rhaps he . wou Z d . go 

3 8 . ' If y o u  wou Zd spe a k .  h e  mig h t  go . ' 
n i . l i . n � . j e  p u . I , k� . J e  
y o u . wo u Z d . speak . p e rhaps h e . wo u Z d . go . p e r haps 

39 . ' Y o u  s p e a k .  and p e rhaps he wi Z Z go . ' 
n i . I I  . n �  
( I  s�gg e s t ) . y o u . � peak 

p u . I , ka . j e  
he . wo u Z d . go . p e rhaps 



E x. p elt.ientia.! 

A Chart 2 verb fol lowed by a C u s t omary verb ut i l i s ing l e - ' p l a c e ' 
denot e s  an a c t ion which i s  a c omb inat ion of t ense , a s p e c t  and moo d . 

Th e f i nal verb of t h e  c omb i nat ion always o c c urs in the t hi rd person 

s ingular , s ince t he f inal ac t i on c omplement s the firs t  one . 

4 7  

The Experi e n t i a l  verb c omb i nat i on deno t e s  t en s e  - now , t h i s  i n s t ant ; 

a s p e c t  - init i a l  knowl edge o f  t h e  a c t i on pers onal ly experienced ( not 

previously aware of ) ; and mood - a s  an at t i t ude t oward an a c t ion . 

E s tab l i shed fact ( p a s t  t e n s e ) 

4 0 . ' I t ' s  a fa c t  t ha t  h e  came . 
6 . m u l e . mo 
h e . came he . wa s . p l aced 

4 1 .  ' I t ' s  a fa c t  t h a t  h e  d i e d .  ' 
ko . 1 6 .  mu  I e .  mo  
he . d i e d  he . wa s . p l aced 

Obvious fact ( pres ent t e nse ) 

4 2 .  ' I t ' s  o b v i o u s  t ha t  I am h e re . ' 
6 . d u l e . k e . mo 
I . came i t . i s . p l a c e d  

4 3 . ' I t ' s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i t  i s  don e . ' 
t e . mo l e . k e . mo 
h e . d i d  i t . i s . p la c e d  

Accepted fact ( present instant ane ous ) 

4 4 . ' I t ' s  accep t e d  t ha t  he i s  here . ' 
6 . mu l e . p� . mo 
he . came he . i s . p l a ce d . pe r s ona l l y 

4 5 . ' I t ' s  acce p t e d  t h a t  he i s  a l i v e  ( t hough i t  do e s  n o t  s e em ) . ' 
m6 . I e .  m6 I e .  p�  . mo 
h e . i s . l i v i ng he . i s . p l aced . p e r s ona l ly 

M ED I A L  V E RBS 

Med i a l  verb s o c c ur s entence me d ia l ly , agre e i ng in person and part i a l l y  

in numb e r  w i t h  t h e  Final verb . S e e  Chart 3 . The subj e c t s  o f  t he Me dial 

and Fi nal verbs are the s ame . 

Some t ime s , t h o ugh rare l y , a Medial verb o c c urs u t t eran c e  finally . I t  

indi c a t e s  a t hought c ut i n  half o r  an u t t eran c e  s t opped , leaving t he 
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main verb understood b y  t he cont e xt . 

Verb Chart 3 

MEDIAL VERBS 

( I )  ( 2  ) ( 3  ) ( 4  ) 

R O O T  B E N . I N D I C A T O R  P E R S O N - N UMB E R  E N D I N G S  QU A L . M O O D S  

f f - f I l- f -

Singu l. a r  Dua l. P l. u ra l.  

- i Comple- � 1 - p u t - po - p u l u / - po l o  - p u t - po Incl . 

tive 
2 - k u / - ko - k u l u / - k o l o - k u / - ko - I  a 

- u  - j i Simu l - - I i 
taneous 3 - p e / - p a  - k u l u / - ko l o  - k u / - ko Conn . - l i e 

Nasali sat ion o f  p e rs on-numb e r  endings o c c urs 
- u  * with s ub c la s s  # 1  root s , mak ing the p e rs on-

numb er endings contain p renasalised b i labial 
- dV s t op s . See s e c t ion b e low . 

-0 1 - b u / - b o  - b u l u / - b o l o  - b u / - b o  

2 - g u t - go - g u l u / - g o l o  - g u t - go 

- e  3 - b e / - b a  - g u l u / - go l o  - g u t - go 

M o r ph o - p h o n em i c  ru l e s 

See Chart s 1 and 2 .  Rule * 5  does not go vern when the S imul t aneous 

i nd i c a t o r  is used : 

I i i i  p u  ' I, wh i L e h a v i ng t a k e n ' 
n i l  i p u  ' I ,  w.h i l. e  hav ing spoken ' 

I i  p u  ' I  h a v i ng t a k e n ' 
n i b u ' I  hav ing s p o k e n ' 
topo ' I  hav ing h i t '  

nobo  ' I  h a v i ng e a t e n ' 

S t re s s  on Me dial verb s  seems t o  o c c u r  more on t he final vow e l  o f  t he 

root , e x c ep t  in mul t i p l e  roo t s  when it may be on t he p e rs on�numb e r  

ending . 

A l l  Medial , verb e xamp l e s  w i l l  b e  used w i t h  a Final verb for t he s ake 

of meani ngful t ran s lat ions . 



C o mpieti v e  medial verb s deno t e  a c t ion c omp l e t ed b e fore ' t he a c t ion 

of t he Final verb t ak e s  place . 

1 .  ' I  k i  n e d  and am e a t ing . ' 

2 .  

t 6 . po n o . k6 . ro  
I . having - h i t  I . am . e a t i ng 

' I  have a s p e e c h .  ' 
n r . b u t i . r f . d u 
I . having . s p o k e n  I . gave 

Simuitan e o U4 med i a l  verb s den ote a c t ion o c c urring at the s ame t i me 

o r  s i mu l t aneous ly w i t h  the a c t ion o f  the Final verb . 

3 .  ' He s p e a k s  wf, i 'l e  ( a s ) he go e s . ' 
n f . l i . p e p u . k u . m u 
h e . wh i 'l e . speaking he . go e s  

' Wh i 'l e  e a t i n g ,  h e  i s  going . ' 
n 6 . l i . pe p u . k 6 . mu 
h e . wh i 'l e . e a t i ng he . i s .  going 

M EV I A L  VERB O PT I O NA L  S U F F I X E S  

4 9 

C o n n ecti v e  medial verbs denote one kind and t ime o f  a c t ion c onne c t ed 

t o  t hat o f  anot her t ype by the suffix - I  i e  ' and ' .  
I f  the speaker o f  t he sentence c ons iders t he s e c ond a c t ion a d i fferent 

kind o f  a c t ion or p s y c ho l ogi c a l ly s eparat e s  it from t he first ac t i on , he 

u s e s  t he s u f fix - l i e .  If he w i s he s  to fol low an a c t ion with another a c ­

t ion c o n s t i t ut ing a fu l l  c l ause by t he same ac t or as t he f i r s t  c lause , 

- I  i e  i s  suffi xed t o  the Me dial verb . This i s  e sp e c ially s o  i f  
,
t he 

s e c ond a c t ion o c c urs at a di f fe rent t ime from t he first ac t i on . The 

C onne c t ive Medial verb may have t wo like subj e c t s . 

5 . ' Having brough t i t ,  I am t a k i n g  i t . ' 
me . b o p u . p u . L I E  l i . U .  r u  
I . having . carr i e d  I . h a v i ng . gone , A ND - t he n  I . am . t a k i ng 

6 . ' I  spoke and t he n  came . ' 
n L b u t i . p 6 . L I E  o . k6 . ro 
I . hav i ng . sp o k e n  I . ha v i ng . g i v e n . A ND- t he n  I . come 

M E V I A L  V E R B  C OM B I NAT I O NS 

St�ing me dial verb s cons i s t  o f  a s t ring o f  two or more me dial verb s , 

whi c h  o f t e n  are used w i t h  t he Spec i f i e r . ( For examp l e s  o f  Spec i fier : 

s e e  S p e ci 6ie� . )  The subj e c t  remains t he same . 
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7 . 

8 .  

, Hav i ng brought i t  I s e e  i t . ' 
me . b o 6 . bo k a no . k6 . r o 
I . having . aarr i e d  I .  hav i ng . aome I . s e e  

, Hav. i ng go t t e n  i t  a n d  b r o u g h t  i t ,  I s e e  i t .  ' 
I f . p u me . bo 6 . bo k a n o . k6 . ro 
I . h a v i ng . t aken I . havi ng . aarr i e d  I . havi ng . aome I . s e e  

9 . ' Having t a k e n ,  k i H e d, and broug h t  i t ; I s e e  i t .  ' 

1 f . p u k 0 j f • p u me . b 0 

I . having . t aken I . having . k i L L e d  I . h a v i ng . aarr i e d  
6 . b o k a n o . k6 . r o 
I . having . aome I s e e  

Vu�at� v e  med i a l  verb s cons i s t  o f  t wo or more ident i c a l  Medial verb s 

wi t h  t h e  s ame inflect ion as wel l ,  denot ing durat ion o f  act ion . 

10 . ' I  w e n t  fo r a Long t ime . ' 
p u . p u p u . p u pu . r u . d u 
I . h a v i ng . gone I . having . gone I . we n t  

1 1 . ' I  t a L ke d  fo r a L ong t ime . ' 

n f . b u n f . b u  n i . k r . r u 
I . having . sp o k e n  I . h a v i n g . spoken I . s p e a k  

Rep et�t�v e medial ve rb s c on s i s t  o f  a S imu l t aneous med ial verb j o ined 

by a hyphen to a s e cond form which is like t he first , e x c ep t  fo r t h e  

i ni t i a l  s y l l ab le sub s t itut ion o f  ma - .  Thi s deno t e s  repe t i t ion o f  ac­

t i on . 

12 . ' Wh i L e  s p e a k i ng rep e a t e d L y ,  I am aoming . 
n f . l i  . p u - ma . l i  . p u 0 . k6 . ro 
I . wh i L e . e a t i ng . rep e a t e d L y  I .  am . aoming 

I M P E R AT I VE ,  F I NA L  ANV M EV I A L  C O M B I NAT I O NS 

( The s e  comb inat ions do not necessarily form new aspe c t s . ) 

M ed.i.al - Emphat�c. 

1 3 .  ' Go ge t i t ! ' 

14 . 

p u . k u l r . e  
y o u . h a v i n g . gone y o u . t a k e  

' Come on p a s t ! ' 
6 . go p , a  
y o u : having aome y o u . go 



M ed.<.a i - Poi.tte 

15 . ' Go ge t i t . ' 
p u . k u 1 r . y o  
yo u .  having . gone you . t a k e  

16 . ' Go o n  pa s t .  , 

6 . 90 p u . yo 
y o u . havi ng . come you . go 

M e d'<'ai - Ho ��a�'<' v e  

1 7 .  ' Go ge t i t . ' 

18 . 

p u . k u I f . e . n i  
y o u . having . g one y o u . may . t a k e  

' Come o n  pas t .  ' 
6 . 90 p , c L n i 
y o u . having . come you . may . g o 

A l l  the above comb i nat ions may o c cur with t he final Quo t a t i v e  ve rb 

n i - ,  i . e .  p u . k u 1 r . e n i . r f mu  
y o u . having . g one you . t a k e  he s a i d  
' ''Go ge t i t , " h e  s a i d .  ' 

Quo �a�'<' v e - Med'<'ai - F'<'nal 

19 . , "Go , " h e  s a i d ,  and t h e n  h e  we n t .  ' 
p u . i ,  n t . b e . l i e p u . r u . mu 
y o u . go h e . having . s a i d . a nd - t h e n  he . we n t  

Quo �at'<'v e - F'<'nai - I mpe�at'<' v e  

20 . ' ''Go, '' h e s a i d ,  "Go ! " . ' 
p u  n i . k f . mu p , a  
yo u . go h e . i s .  s a y i ng yo u . go 

Med.<.al - F.<.nai ( mo s t  c ommonly used ve rb s t ruc t u re in t h e  language ) 

S imple : 

2 1 .  , I am b r i nging . ' 
me . bo o . k6 . r o 
I . having . carri e d  I . am . coming 

22 . ' I  am ma k i ng a s pe e c h . ' 
n r . b u t i . k f . r u 
I . hav i ng . sp o k e n  I . am . g i v ing 

51 
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Continuous : 

2 3 . ' I  am wai t i ng . ' 
no . ko . po mo . l k o . r o 
I . having . wa i t e d  I . am . be i ng 

2 4 . ' I  am do i ng ( i  t )  . ' . 

t e . p a mo . I , k 6 .  r o  
I . wh i L e . do i ng I . am . b e i ng 

Reckoning : 

25 . ' I  t h i n k  i t  i s  t he r e . ' 
l e . p a t e . k e . mo 
i t . having . p Laaed i t . i s . do i n g  

26 . ' I  t h i n k  he i s  t h e re . ' 
m6 1 6 . p a t e . k e . mo 
h e . having . b e e n  he . i s . do i ng 

M�d�al V��b 1 � � �g ula������ ( t hese app ly to the verb s in Chart 3 ,  

Medial Verb s )  

1 .  With verb root me- ' aarry ' - I e  i s  used i n  some dialect s non­

inflected , inst ead of the inflected person-numb er endings . 

2 7 .  

Compare : me . bo p u . k u . r u with me . I e  p u . k u . r u ' I  am t a k i ng ' 
me . go w , a with me . l e w , a  'you bring ' 

2 .  Two verb roo t s  occur as only Med ial forms : 

a I t o - ' again ' 
n odo- ' c Lo se ' 

'Do i t  agai n ! ' 
a l t 6 . ko t e . a  
y o u . h a v i n g .  aga i n  you . do 

2 8 . ' He w i L L  soon aome . ' 
n 6do . pa o . b a 
he . having . a L o s e  he . w i L L . a om e  

3 .  Two verb roots which can never o c cur final ly except a Med i a l  

form i s  used with it : 

k e j  i - ' ba d Ly ' 
k6 j i - 'good l y ,  we L L '  

29 . ' I  am do i ng i t  badLy . ' 
t e . po ke j i . k r . r u 
I . ha v i ng . done I . am . do i n g . badLy 



3 0 . ' I  am k i Z 'l i ng .  ' 

t 6 . p o k6 j i . k f r u 

I . h a v i ng . h i t  I . am . do i ng . g o o d  

V E P E N V E N T  VE R BS 
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D e p e ndent verb s are F i n a l  verb forms f o l l o w e d  b y  an o b l i gat ory C o n ­

n e c t o r  o r  S lot Mark e r , wh i c h  o c c u r  s e n t e n c e  me d i a l ly , ne ver a l one o r  

s e n t e n c e  f i n a l l y . T h e y  c o n t a i n  f u l l y  i n f l e c t e d  F i n a l  v e r b  forms e x ­

c e p t  f o r  t he s i xt h  order s u f f i xe s . 

A .  C o n n ecto� d e p e n d e n t  v e rb s : 

1 )  j o i n  t o  anot h e r  c l a u s e  by a C onne c t or ; 

2 )  may o r  may not have t he s ame s ubj e c t  as t he f o l l ow i n g  v e rb ; 

3 )  f un c t i o n s  a s  a c l a u s e  on a s e n t e n c e  l e ve l . 

C o nn e c t o r  d e p e n d e n t  verb e xamp l e s  g i v e n  u s e  t h e  s imp l e s t  grammat i c a l  

s t ru c t ure a n d  vo c ab u l ary i n  order t o  f o c u s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  C onne c t o r . 

1 .  Contrad ictive * 1 : n a ko l o / n a l o / k u l u  ' b u t ' 

' Th e  ra i n  i s  c o m i n g  B U T  I wi L l g o . ' 

1 0  0 . k 6 . mo N A K O L O  n a  p u . b u 

ra i n  i t . i s . co m i n g  I I . w i L L . go 

( The l a s t  t w o  fo rms are d i a l e c t i c a l  c o n t ra c t i o n s  o f  n a k o l o  and may 

be u s e d  the s ame . )  

2 .  Contradict ive * 2 : m a g a l i ' b u t ' 

' I t  w i L L  ra i n  BUT I w i L L  go . 

3 .  

1 0  o . b a M A G A L I p u . b u 

ra i n  i t . w i L L . come b � !  I . w i n . go 

Concess ive : k e p e  ' e v e n  t h o u g h ,  e v e n  i f ' 

' E VEN IF i t  ra i n s ,  I w i n  g o . , 

1 0  6 . b a 
I 

p u . b u K E P E  n a  

r a i n  i t . w i l l . come n e ;) c  l' t h e  l e s s I 1 .  w i Z Z .  g o  

4 .  Re sultive : k e n e  ' t h e re fo r e , s o ' 

' Th e  ra i n  i s  c o m i n g  SO I w i L l  s o o n  g o . 

1 0  o . b a K E N E  n a  p , a . b o 

r a i n  i t .  w i l l .  c o m e  3 0  I I .  w i Z Z .  go 

5 .  Causative : - n a  ' b e ca u s e ' 

' I  w i L L  go BECA USE i t  i s  g o i n g  t o  ra i n . 

1 0  o . b a . N A  n a  p u . b u 

ra i n  i t . w i L l . come . b e c a u s e  I I . w i l l . go 

S t ru c t ura l ly , t h i s  c onne c t or i s  a free form , b ut i n  order t o  p re ve n t  

amb i gu i t y  i t  i s  u s e d  a s  a s u f fi x . 
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6 .  Indeci sive : - n e . . .  - n e  'whe t h e r  o r  n o t ' 

, WHETHER i t  rains OR N O T ,  I wi t z  go . ' 
1 0  o . b a . N E mo l o  n a a  o . b a . N E n a  

rain i t .  wi l l .  come . whe t h e r  n o t  
p u . b u 

no i t . wi l l . come . o r . n o t  I 

I .  w i Z L  go 

7 .  Conditional : I i e mo ' i f ' 
' IF i t  rains , I w i l l  n o t  go . ' 

1 0  o . mu ( al s o  o . b a )  L I E H O  n a  n a a  p u . b u 

ra i n  i t .  w i l l .  come i f I n o t  I . wi Z L go 

8 .  Purposive : - d u / - d o ' fo r  t h e  purp o s e  of ' 
' I  have come T O  ta l k .  , 

, n i . b u . DU 0 . k 6 . r o u g u  

s p e e c h  1 .  wi l L speak fo r - t h e -purp os e - of I . am . coming 

B .  sto t  Ma�ke� dependent verb s : 

1 )  are j o ined to t he main c lause by a Slot Marker ; 

2 )  may o r  may not have t he same subj ect  as the fo llowing verb ; 

3 )  func t ion l i ke a s ingle word , on the c lause leve l . 

S lot Marke r Dependent verb examp l e s  are found on the page fo l lowing 

t h i s  l i s t  of S lot Markers with Engl i sh meani ngs . 

Subj ect or Obj ect ( S ingular ) : - m u / - m o  r ,r'e :'-;, n 1' t e  a r t i c l e  ' t he o n e ' )  

1 .  - mu ' t h e  one who ' 
2 .  a k u m u  ' t h a t  o n e  who ' 
3 .  a d u m u  ' t h a t  one spo k e n  of b e fo re ' 
4 .  k a d u m u  ' t ha t  o n e  s e e n  be fo re and now be ing s e e n  
5 .  k a n u m u  ' t h a t  one s e e n  b e fo re and now n o t  b e i n g  
6 .  - mo ' t he one who . . .  ' 
7 .  k a l i e mo ? 

Subject or Obj ect ( Plural ) : - m a l - me ' t h o s e  on e s ' 
8 .  - m a  ' t h e  o n e s  IJ h o  . . .  ' 

9 .  a k u ma ' t ho s e  o n e s  who . . .  ' 
1 0 . - me ' t he ones who . . .  ' 

o r  spo k e n  of, 
s e e n ,  w h o  . . .  , 

Subject or Obj ect ( S ingular ) :  - r i / - re ( Indefi n i t e  a r t i c l e )  
1 1 .  - r i  ' a  one IJho . . .  ' 

12 . - re  ' a one IJho . . .  ' 

Subject or Obj ect ( Plural )  : 

1 3 . - m a r e  ' s ome o n e s  who . . .  ' 

Actor - n i / - n e  (may o c c ur only in the Subj ect  s lot , whi ch deno t e s  em­

pha s i s  on the s ubj e c t  as a c t or of the ve rb ) : 

who . . .  ' 



1 4 . - m u n i  ' t h e  o n e  who . . .  , i t ' 

1 5 . a k u mu n i  ' t h a t  one who . . .  , h e ' 

1 6 . - r i n i ' a  one who . . .  , h e ' 

1 7 . - mo n e  ' t he one who . . .  , h e ' 
1 8 . - re n e  ' ao one who . . .  , h e ' 

19 . - ma n e  ' t h e  o n e s  who . . .  , t h e y ' 
2 0 . � k u m a n e  ' t h o s e  w h o  . . .  , t hey ' 

Possessive - g a / - ge ( may o c c ur in the P o s s e s s i ve or Obj e c t  Slot , whi c h  

whi l l  show p o s se s s ion ) : 

2 1 . - g a ' of t h e  one ' 
2 2 . - ge ' of t h e one ' 
2 3 .  - mu g a  ' of t h e  o n e  w h o  . . .  , 

2 4 . - mo g a  ' of t h e one who . . .  , 

2 5 . - ma g a  ' of t h e o n e s  who . . .  ' 

5 5  

Locative - n a  ( oc c urs in the Locat ion s lot ) - n a  / - n e ( denot es  spec i fi c  

locat i o n )  : 

2 6 . - n a  ' a t ' 
2 7 . - n e  ' a t ' 

Direction - d u / - do ( denot e s  gene ral 

2 8 .  - d u  ' t oward ' 

2 9 . - k u d u  ' toward the dire a t i o n ' 

3 0 . - k i d u ' t oward t h e  di re a t i o n ' 

3 1 .  - r i d u ' t oward a . . .  , 

3 2 . - d 6 ' t oward ' 

3 3 . - k o d o  ' t oward t h e  dire a t i o n ' 
3 4 . - ke d o  ' t oward t h e d i re a t i o n ' 

3 5 . - r e d o  ' t oward a . . .  , 

dire c t ion ) : 

Adverb k i n i e  ( o c c urs in the Time s l ot ) : 

36 . k i n i e ' when ' 

Instrument k i n f e ( o c c urs in the Manner s lot ) ? 

3 7 . k i n f e ' wi t h ' 

S l o t  Ma r k e r  D e p e n d e n t  V e r b E x amp l e s  

The fo l lowing examp l e s  show how the c lause o f  t he Dependent verb 

fun c t ions like a wingle word . There is person agreement between t he 

verb o f  t he two c lauses . 

S lot Markers # 1 - 1 3  ( on p rec eding page s )  may o c cur i n  the Subj e c t  or 

Obj e c t  Slot s . 

subj ect ( s ingular s ubj e c t  with s i ngular verb ) : 
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( 1 ) ' T HE ONE who spoke work e d .  ' 
6 g u  n i . r f . mu . MU kog6no  t e . r f . m u 
word h e . spoke . t h e - o n e  work h e . did 

( 6 )  ' THE ONE who u s u a Z "l y  s p e a k s  i s  t h e re . ' 
G g u  n i l i  . m6 . M O we mo l , k6 . mo 
word he . u s u a Z Z y - s p e a k s . t he - one j u s t  he . i s . b e i ng 

NOTE: Examp les not l i s t e d  - s i ngular subj ect  wit h  p lural verb or 

p lural subj e c t  with s ingular verb . 

Obj ect (plural)  -ma l - me : 
( 8 )  ' I  saw THE ONES who u s u a Z "ly spoke . ' 

n a  
I 

6 g u  
word 

n i . r r . 9 i . MA 
t h e y . spo k e . t he - o n e s  

' I  s aw THE ONES w h o  u s u a Z Zy speak . ' 

k � n o . d u 
I .  saw 

na 6 g u  n i . l i . me l e . M E k a no . d u 
I word t h e y . u s ua Z Z y . s pe a k . t h e - o n e s  I . saw 

NOTE : Examples not li s t e d  for s i ngular obj ec t  with p l ural verb . 

Slot  Markers # 1 4 - 2 7  may oc c ur in t he Sub j e c t  s l ot o �l y .  

( 14 )  ' THE ONE who spo ke , h e  worked.  ' 
G g u  n i . r f . mu . MU . N I  kog6no  t e . r f . mu 
word h e . spok e . t h e -one . h e work he . di d  

' T HE ONE who u s u a Z Z y  s p e a k s ,  work e d . ' 
G g u  n i . I i . m6 . M O . N E kog6no  t e . r r . mu 
word h e . u s ua Z Zy . s p e a k s . t h e - o n e . h e work h e . d i d  

S lot Markers #21-24  may o c c ur in the Pos s e s s i on S lot  on t he Phrase 

le ve l .  

Pos se s sion - g a / - ge : 
( 2 1 )  ' Th e  w i fe OF t h e  one who spo k e ,  wo r k e d . ' 

G g u  n l . r f . m u . GA � b o  kog6no  t e . r f . mu 
w o rd h e . spoke . of woman work h e . d i d  

Slot Markers #25-34  may o c cur in the Locat ion S lot . 

Location - n a : 
( 26 )  'A man w e n t  t o  t he p Z ace WHERE J e s u s  was . ' 

y e  t e  J r s a s  mo l o . r 6 . mu . NA p u . r 6 . mu 
man one J e s u s  h e . wa s . b e i ng . a t  h e . w e n t  

Directional may o c c ur in the Location S lot : 

( 2 7 ) 'A man w e n t  TOWARD w h e re J e s u s  was . ' 

y e  t e  J r s a s  mo l o . r d . mu . D U p u . r G . mu 
man o n e  J e s u s  h e . wa s . b e i n g . t o ward h e . w e n t  

Slot Marker # 3 5  may o c c ur i n  the Time S lot . 
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Adverb k r n i e : 
( 35 )  ' WHEN he spo ke , he wo r ke d .  ' 

u g u  n i . r L mu K l N I E  kog6no  t e . r f . mu 
word h e . spoke w h e n  w o r k  h e . did 

VERB S PE C I F I E RS 

A verb Sp �c� 6 � �� i s  a word which immediat ely precedes t he verb and 

spe c i fi e s  t he act i on of t he verb . There is no equivalent in Eng l i s h  

grammar . There i s  no rule for p redict i ng whi ch verb root i s  u s e d  w i t h  

e a c h  Spe c i fier s o  t h e s e  mus t  be learned empirically . 

1 .' ' I  am m a k i ng ( s o me t h ing) . '  

2 .  

m r m t  t e . ke . r o 
make I . am . doing 

, I dm t e ac h i ng . ' 
ma ne  t i . k L r u 
i n s t ru c t i o n  I . am . g i v i ng 

A l l  verbs have a b a s i c  meaning which i s  c lear when t hey s t and alone 

or with obj e c t  nouns . 

3 .  ' I  am h i t t i n g .  ' 
t o . k6 . ro 
1 .  h i t  

4 .  ' I  am h i t t i ng a p i g . ' 
k6g i t o . k6 . r o  
p i g  1 . h i t  

Si mple speci fiers used w i t h  t he verb create a new meaning which often 

obs c ur e s  t he bas ic  meaning o f  t he verb form . 

5 .  ' I  am CA RRYING on t h e  s hou Lders . '  
I 

A P U  t o . k6 . r o 
r i de I .  h i t  

6 .  ' I am PEELING . ' 
P E KE  t o . k6 . ro 
p e e L I . h i t  

R � p ����� v �  spec i fiers are repeat ed s p e c i fier forms , e xcept for t he 

s ub s t i t ut ion o f  the s y l lab le ma - on t he repeat ed form whic h  i s  j oi ned 

by a hyphe n ,  The init ial form may st and alone , t he second never . The 

repet i t ive spec i fier denot e s  a repeat ed manner o f  act ion . 

7 . ' I , am TURNING a round . ' 
r 6 P E L E  t o . k6 . r o 
t u rn I . h i t  
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8 .  ' I  am TURNING ( i t )  A ROUND A ND A RO U N D .  ' 

T OP E L E - MA P E L E  t o . k6 . r o  
t u r n i n g - around-and-around I . h i t  

9 . ' I  am C U TTING ( i t ) . ' 

KA'R O  l i . k f . r u 
c u t  I . am . t a k i n g  

10 . ' I  am C U TTING i t  i n  s Z i c e s . ' 

KAR O - MA R O  I i  . k f . r u 
c u t t i ng -a n d - c u t t i n g  I . t a k e  

1 �� egula� R e p et�t�v e4 

There are s ome Repet i t i ve spec i fiers whi c h  do not t ak e  the usual m a ­
s y l lab le denot ing repe t i t i on . 

1 1 . ' I  am A NT IC IPA T ING . ' 

N O L L EA - WA L L E A  mo . 1 , k6 .  r o  
a n t i c ipa t i o n  I . am 

1 2 . ' I t  i s  L IGHTNING . ' 

KAR I YA P O - O I G I YA P O  t e . ke . mo 
Z i g h t n i ng i t .  i s . go i ng 

Dupl icative spec i fiers appear t o  be dup l i cate forms whic h  a c t ual ly 

are not , t here fore are cons idered a s ingle word . 

1 3 . ' I  am SHA KING . ' 
, 

P U R U P URU  n i . k f . r u 
s ha k e  I . am . spe a k i ng 

1 4 . ' I  am j umping w i t h  FRIGHT . ' 
, 

P UG U P U G U  n i . k f . r u 
fri g h t  I . am . s p e a k ing 

Adverb spe c i fiers c on s i st of an adverb of manner spe c i fy ing i t  as an 

act ion of manner .  

1 5 . ' I  am HURRYING . ' 

TABU RABU p u . k u . r u 
hurry 

16 . ' I t  i s  STRONG . ' 
, 

I . g o  

T O O O L O  l e . ke . mo 
s t ro ng i t . i s . p Z a c e d  

Complement spe c i fiers are adj e c t i ve s  or nouns found i n  construct ions 

c omparab le t o  t he Eng l i s h  predicate adj ect ive stat ements s u c h  as ' i t  i s  

h o t ' o r  ' I  am hungry ' .  These are formed by a Compl ement spec i f i e r  fol­

lowed by a verb always in  the t hird person s ingular , since the spec i fi e r  

complement s the s ubj ect . 



1 7 . ' I  am COL D . ' 

A L I t e . k e . mo 
co L d  i t . i s . do i ng 

1 8 . ' I  am HUNGR Y .  ' 

l G E l E  t e . ke . mo 
hung e r  i t . i s . do i ng 

I R REGULA R I TY 

There are a few Spe c i fiers which mU4t b e  p r e c e ded by a Medial verb 

and fo l l owed by a Fi nal verb . 

1 9 . ' I  am SHO WING . ' 

2 0 . 

I f . p u O RA t i . k f . r u 
I . hav ing . t a k e n  s ho w  I . am . g i v i n g  

' T hey are GA Tflt:RING t o ge t he r .  ' 

I f . k u M A KU t o . r f . g i  
t he y . h a v i ng . t a k e n  a s s emb L y  t h e y . h i t  

V E R B A L S  

Verb a l s  are a c la s s  o f  words which -

1 )  are ve rb s 1 n  form but func t i on as nouns ; 

2 )  are i n f l e c t e d  fo rms ; 

3 )  have no p e rson -numb e r  endings ; 

4 )  may b e  s u ffixed w i t h  any c l i t i c  whi ch may o c c ur on a noun ; 

5 )  on t h e  word l e ve l  are used as adj e c t i ve s , t h at i s ,  fo l low t he 

noun wh i ch t hey modi fy ; 

6 )  i n  a ve rb al phrase are used as nouns ; 

7 ) are o f  two c la s s e s , Fact ual and Potent i al ; 

8 )  are analy sed on Chart next page . 

Factual ve rb a l s  have the - I  i i nd i c at o r . 

1 i I i  ' re c e i v i n g ' 

a b o  1 i I i  ' woman re c e i v i n g ' 

a b o  l i l i  ye  ' a  man - re c e i v i ng man ' (man who i s  ge t t i n g  marri e d )  

mane t i l i ' i n s t ru c t i o n - g i v i ng ' ( t e a c h e r )  

u g u  p i  l i l i  ' wo rd - un de r s t a n di n g ' ( o n e  w h o  u n de r s t ands ) 

Pot ential verb a l s  have t he - i  o r  - u  i nd i c at o r . 

t o - ' h i t ' 

t o u - ' a  h i t t i n g  one ' 

opa  t o u  ' a n  a rrow h i t t i n g  o n e ' ( e nemy ) 

kewa  n o u. ' a  fo re igne r e a t e r ' ( canni b a L )  

l a g i  m i m i  t e i  ' a  fo o d  m a ke r ' ( c o o k  n . )  

59 
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Verb Chart 4 

VERBALS 

( I )  ( 2  ) ( 3 )  ( 4  ) 

R O O T  B E N . I N D I C A T O R  P E R S O N - N UM B E R  E N D I N G S  Q U A L . MOO D S  

I I - I 1 -

- mo 
Fac-

- i - 1 i " - m a  
tual 

- me l e  
- u  - j i 

- - - -- -

-0 Po- - i 

ten- / " 
- u  tial - u  

NOTE 

Gawigl i s  t he Medlpa p ronunc iat ion o f  t he name o f  t he Kauge l river , 

l anguage , or peop le . Gawigl i s  the term used by Gordon Bunn and Graham 

S c o t t , in t he i r  Languag e� 0 6  t h e  Mt . Hag en Su b - Vi� t�ict ( DIES , Port 

More s b y , 1 9 6 2 ) . Kakol i  is t he form used in the language i t s e l f  

( phonemic s p e l ling o f  Kauge l ,  whi c h  i s  t he form u s e d  o n  Admini s t ration 

map s )  . 
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