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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1 in

relation to the category of focus. The parts of speech described in

In a published article I have discussed word bases in Bilaan

that paper were prefocus (that is, unaffixed) subject, object and
instrument verbal bases; and noun and adjective bases. This paper will
briefly summarize the presentation on focus affixes. It will then deal,
in more detail, with parts of speech, verbal aspect affixes, nominal-
izing affixes, and adjective affixes.

2.0 FOCUS AFFIXES

In addition to verbal bases occurring unaffixed in the three focal
constructions of subject, object and instrument, the object prefocus
base occurs with -n- 'non-subject focus'2 as direction focus; the
instrument prefocus base with -n- occurs as object focus; and the
object and instrument prefocus bases with -m- 'subject focus' occur as
subject focus verbs. The following table will illustrate the basic
focal constructions.
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TABLE 1
Prefocus Bases and Focus Inflections

Columns are focus constructions; rows are prefocus bases: S for
subject prefocus, 0 for object prefocus, | for instrument prefocus.
# indicates absence of inflection, i1.e. the occurrence of a prefocus
base; space indicates non-occurrence or infrequent occurrence. Inflec-
tion of noun and adjective bases is not represented (see my Word Base
Classes in Bilaan, Lingua 10:391-402).

Subject Object Instrument Direction

S #
0 -m=- # -n-
| -m=- -n- #

Examples: (Topic is in capitals.)3

Subject Prefocus Base: fusuk 'enter'.

fusuk AGU di gumne 'I enter the house'.

Object Prefocus Base: bat 'throw out'.
m-bat AGU bula 'I throw the ball’.
bat-gu BULA 'I throw the BALL'.
n-bat-gu bula DIDING 'I throw the ball at the WALL'.

Instrument Prefocus Base: klang 'cut'.
k-am-lang AGU kayu 'I cut the tree'.
k-an-lang-gu KAYU 'I cut the TREE'.
klang-gu kayu FALAKOL 'I cut the tree with the HATCHET'.

Subject prefocus bases, in addition to their uninflected occurrence
in subject focus constructions, occur rarely in my data with -m-
'subject focus' and with -n- 'non-subject focus' in subject focus and
object focus constructions respectively. 1In each of these constructions
an object 1is obligatory.

Examples:

stifun ale ASSEMBLE THEY, 'They assemble’.
s-am-tifun ale dad to 'They assemble the people’.
s-an-tifun-la dad to 'They assemble the people’.

It will be noted in Table 1 that an instrument prefocus base in
uninflected form is the only predicate for an instrument focus con-
struction, and that an object prefocus base inflected with -n- is the



only predicate for a direction focus construction. Both of these con-
structions require in the linguistic context or imply in the nonlin-
gulstic context a subject and object in addition to the topic element.

3.0 PARTS OF SPEECH

In addition to the five parts of speech (or syntactic classes)
listed in the introduction there are in Bilaan the additional syntactic
classes of (1) pronouns, (2) adverbs, (3) prepositions, (4) special-
ized words, and (5) a large class of particles. All syntactic classes,
except adjectives and prepositions, are determined by uninflected
occurrence in the utterance not following nominalizing particles or the
potential occurrence of a nominalizing particle (see below under part-
icles).

Bases that can occur unaffixed as predication heads are termed
verbals. In their actual occurrences in utterances (with and without
inflections) they are called verbs. Numbers are classed with adjec-
tives. Cardinal numbers may occur with g(a)- as ordinals: Ilwe 'two',
ga-lwe to 'second man'. Bases, prepositions, and to a lesser extent,
locative and temporal words are the syntactic classes involved in
affixation in Bilaan. When the term 'base' 1is used in this paper it
will include all these classes involved in affixation. The five syn-
tactic classes listed above will now be dealt with in detail.

3.1 PRONOUNS

Pronouns occur in three parallel sets (see my Word Base Classes in
Bilaan, L4ingua 10:394). The third person plural of each set will be
used to represent any member of that set: ALE represents the topic
set, -LA the clitic non-topic set, and DALE the set that can occur as
(a) pre-verb emphatic topic, or (b) post verb nonemphasized non-topic.

3.2 ADVERBS

These are particles that can occur in sequence with the -LA pronoun
followed by the ALE pronoun, all in pre-verb position. The -LA will
be non-topic subject and the ALE pronoun will be topic. Example with
adverb LE 'again'; fa-tlo-la ale dad nga CAUSE-CALL-THEY THEM PLURAL
CHILD, 'They have them call the children'; lé-l1a ale fatlo dad nga
'They have them call the children again'. Other adverbs are: LA 'not’,
FAN 'about to', GAL 'habitual', NANG 'don't!', (A)LO 'only', Tl1 'inten-
give’, TO0 'very'.



3.3 PREPOSITIONS

Certain items that can occur following DI 'directional; non-topic
phrase marker' and before nouns, denote specific location. These will
be termed prepositions. Each of the following prepositions may occur
with verbal inflection except TAH 'on top of': LWA 'outside', LAM
'ingide', BLENG 'between', TAH 'on top of', DUNGAN 'under', TALA
'within the border of', SAFED 'beside'.

Example:

kmaan agu di lwd gumné 'I will eat outside the house'.

3.4 SPECIALIZED WORDS

The term 'word' is used to designate three syntactic classes:
locative words, temporal words, and sentence words. Members of the
first two classes are occasionally inflected; uninflected, they may
occur singly or with expansions as locative and time phrases respec-
tively. Locative words include: DINI 'here', DEE or DYE 'there
(near)', DITﬁ, TG '"there (far)’.

Example:
mimd agu dini 'I will work here'.

Temporal words include: FLAFUS 'morning’', FAYAH 'tomorrow', GINE
'earlier today', KADANG 'later’.

Example:
mda agu fayah GO I TOMORROW 'I will go tomorrow'.

Temporal words and TA 'completive' are the chief markers of tense
in a Bilaan discourse. There are no tense affixes in Bilaan. One
utterance may depend on another utterance in a discourse for its tem-
poral setting.

Sentence words may occur singly as sentences and include responses
or exclamations such as HAE 'yes', EYEY (fear), OHO (pleasure), ADE

(paitn), ETIS (concern for others in imminent danger).

3.5 PARTICLES

Particles do not, except in rare instances, occur with inflection.
They can be further divided into the following sub-classes (represent-
ative examples follow below):

(1) Demonstrative particles: ANI 'this', AYE or AYE
'that (near)’, ATU 'that (far)’.



(11) Interrogative/relational particles: DET 'what’,
SIMTO 'who', KILEN 'when', KAN 'why'. These occur
(1) as terminals in non-verbal predications: DET
i nimoam aye 'What are you doing?' (2) in a non-
interrogative sense: ga-dean ku dét knayean
KNOWS-HE (KU) WHAT WANTS HE, 'He knows what he
wants'.
(ii1) Coordinating particles: NA 'and', GABAY or KABAY
'but'.
(iv) Subordinating particles: KU 'if', DU 'because’'.
(v) Relational (nominalizing) particles: ©O0! 'non-
personal directional', KU or KANE 'personal
oblique (directional)'.
(vi) Sentence qualifiers: K&, KADY, DE, SA (all are
intensives).
(vii) General particles: DAD 'plural, nominalizer', TA

'‘completive', |

'specifier, nominalizer'.

Excluding particles, syntactic classes with representative members
are listed in the following table.

TABLE 2
Bases: Subject pre- fanak 'stop, be qutiet'’
focus verbal
Object pre- ble 'give'
focus verbal
Instrument pre- klang 'eut'
focus verbal
Noun ulu 'head'
Adjective fye 'good'
General: Pronoun ale dale '3rd pers.
-la plural’
Adverb le 'again'
Preposition 1wa 'outside'
Words: Locative word dini '"here'
Temporal word flafus 'morning’
Sentence word hae 'yes'



4.0 ASPECT AFFIXES

Aspect morphemes dealt with in this section are all verbal. They
consist of: F- 'causative' (4.1.1), S- 'distributive' (4.1.2), G-
'non-volitional' (4.1.3), MA- or M(A)G(A)- 'intensive-repetitive'’
(4.2), K- 'perfective' (4.3), T(G)- 'pre-emptive' (4.4), and -L-
'simultaneous' (in combination with F- 'diversitive') (4.5).

The morphemes of section 4 will be dealt with as sole inflections
before bases, in combination with focal morphemes, and less extensively,
in combination with other aspect morphemes before bases.

An immediate constituent approach will be followed. The sequence
analyzed in this study of inflection consists of a stretch of speech
that can stand in isolation, and that is not a response. It will be
called the utterance, or the sentence.

Whereas focal inflection portrays attention or highlight placed on
an item of a verbal prediction, e.g. actor or goal, setting it forth
among other possible alternatives, e.g. I not you; HORSE not dog;
aspect inflection portrays modification of the predicate, e.g. from
that of voluntary to non-voluntary action.

In verbal predications in Bilaan the grammatical category of aspect,
which is always overtly marked (see however section 4.5.3 for homo-
phonous morpheme of two aspects) always occurs with the category of
focus which is often not overtly marked.

4.1 F- 'CAUSATIVE’, S- 'DISTRIBUTIVE', G- 'NON-VOLITIONAL'

These inflections will first be considered together in relation to
their similar distribution with bases in two focus constructions.
They will then be separately treated in the focal constructions in
which they occur. Finally they will be discussed in their distribution
in combination with each other as prefix combinations with bases. For
a statement of morphophonemic alternations of these affixes, see my
The Verb Complex in Bilaan, Interdepartmental Linguistics, University
of Washington (1966), pp. 28 ff.

Bases inflected only with aspect morphemes F-, S-, or G- may occur
in either subject focus or object focus constructions without overt
focal inflection. 1In the following const
unit is the topic pronoun or the substantive for which it may substi-
tute in its role in the sentence, and not such focus signals as pre-
focus base or focal inflections -M- and -N-. Examples with BAT (object
prefocus) 'throw out':



1. f-bat ale deg ditu di yeel CAUSATIVE-THROW THEY BY-ME THERE
INTO WATER, 'They have me throw them there into the water'. ALE (topic
pronoun) 1s actor in this subject focus construction.

2. f-bat-la deg batu ani CAUSATIVE-THROW-THEY BY-ME STONE THIS,
'They have me throw this rock'. ALE may substitute for batu 'rock,
stone', 1f plural, as the goal of this construction, identifying it as
object focus.

3. s-bat ale batu DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW THEY ROCK, 'They are throw-

ing rocke at each other'.

b, s-bat-la batu na kayu DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW-THEY ROCKS AND WOOD,
'They were throwing (during the same period of time) the rocks and
wood'.

5. g-bat ale tising di mahin NON-VOLITIONAL-THROW THEY RING INTO-
THE OCEAN, 'They (out of fear) threw the ring into the ocean'.

6. g-bat-la yaw di yeel NON-VOLITIONAL-THROW-THEY CAT INTO-THE
WATER, 'They were obliged to throw the cat into the water'.

Sentences 1, 3, and 5 above are subject focus constructions, with
ALE as actor. Sentences 2, 4, and 6 are object focus, with the sub-
stantive (which may be substituted for by ALE) occurring as goal of the
construction.

Examples with KLANG ‘'cut’, an instrument prefocus base, follow.
Again, as in the preceding examples, the focus of the construction
must be demonstrated by some element outside the predicate. This
element can be (1) the pronoun set ALE, or a substantive in the same
form class, and the role expressed by it, or (2) the substantive that
can occur preverb and its role in the construction.

The prefocus property of the base, essential to its description in
the focal constructions without aspect morphemes, is neutralized when
the base occurs with aspect morphemes.

1. fa-klang ale deg kayu CAUSATIVE-CUT THEY BY-ME WOOD, 'They
have me cut the wood'.

2. fa-klang-la deg kayu ani CAUSATIVE-CUT-THEY BY-ME WOOD THIS,
'They have me cut thie wood'.

3. sa-klang ale sufe DISTRIBUTIVE-CUT THEY BAMBOO, 'They cut one
another's bamboo'.

4. sa-klang-la kayu na sufe DISTRIBUTIVE-CUT-THEY WOOD AND
BAMB0OO, 'They cut the wood and the bamboo'.



5. ga-klang ale sufe NON-VOLUNTARY-CUT THEY BAMBOO, '"They were
obliged to cut the bamboo'.

6. ga-klang-la mangga NON-VOLUNTARY-CUT-THEY MANGO, 'They were

obliged to cut the mango tree'.

The following utterances with SUDENG 'sit’, a subject prefocus base,
display subject focus in sentences 1, 3, and 5; and object focus in 2,
4, 6:

1. f-sudeng ale deg ngs CAUSATIVE-SIT THEY ME CHILD, 'They have
me 8eat the child’'.

2. f-sudeng-la deg nga CAUSATIVE-SIT-THEY ME CHILD, 'They have me
geat the child'.

3. sa-sudeng ale b11 DISTRIBUTIVE-SIT THEY FEET, 'They s8at on
each other's feet'.

4, sa-sudeng-la lata na kahun DISTRIBUTIVE-SIT-THEY CAN AND BOX,
'"They sat on the can and box'.

5. g-sudeng ale di fitak NON-VOLITIONAL-SIT THEY IN-THE MUD,
'They 8at in the mud (they slipped)’'.

6. g-sudeng-la fitak NON-VOLITIONAL-SIT-THEY MUD, 'They happened
to 8it in the mud'.

The affixes F-, S-, and G- may occur in additional focal construc-
tions and these will be dealt with later in this section. Only the
basic distribution uniting them as alike in occurrence has been thus
far described. These three affixes will now be considered separately
in the various constructions in which they occur in relation to focus.

4.1.1 F- ‘'Causative'

In 4.1.0 subject and objJect focus constructions with causative pre-
fix plus base have been illustrated. These two constructions will be
further treated and two more construction types with causative presented.

The causative affix expresses action willed or ordered by someone,
or in a weaker sense, action tolerated by someone. 1In the first sense,
that of action willed or ordered, the causative affix appears to be the
opposite of G- 'non-volitional', which represents action unwilled (see
4.1.3). Illustrations:

(1) Action willed or ordered:
f-tam-gu dale salo CAUSATIVE-LIGHT-I THEM LAMP,
'T have them light the lamp'.



(2) Action tolerated:

f-kef agu di dad nga CAUSATIVE-CLIMB ME PLURAL CHILD,
'I let the children climb me'.

4.1.1.1 Subject Focus with Causative

In subJect focus with causative (1) the subject is both causer and
goal if there is no goal occurring separately in the utterance, or (2)
the subject is causer only, if a separate goal occurs.

Examples:

SubJect focus construction without object:
f-alob ale ku ye CAUSATIVE-WASH THEY BY MOTHER,
'They have mother wash them'.

Subject focus construction with objJect:
f-alob ale nga ku yé CAUSATIVE-WASH THEY CHILD BY MOTHER,
'They have mother wash the child’'.

In subject focus with causative, the agent (the one caused to per-
form an action) is not obligatory.

Example:
f-alob ale CAUSATIVE-WASH THEY, 'They have themselves washed’'.

There are in my data subject focus utterances with causative plus
-M- 'subject focus' in combination with the base. (This combination
could not be elicited with a number of bases.)

Example:

dale f-am-kef dad ng3a mangga THEY CAUSATIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS-
CLIMB PLURAL CHILD MANGO 'They have the children get mangoes'.

The DALE is emphatic topic and subject as causer. With ALE as non-
emphatic (post-verb) topic replacing DALE in the above construction,
one informant allowed the -M- affix with the verb, though the usual
occurrence with post-verb ALE is the verb plus causative affix alone.

Example:
f-am-kef ale dad ngd mangga, or f-kef ale dad nga mangga

'They have the children get mangoes'.

Other examples of causative in subject focus with co-occurring
objJect:
fa-blé ale ge sde CAUSATIVE-GIVE THEY YOU PIG, 'They will

have you give a pig’'.
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f-imo ale deg alat CAUSATIVE-MAKE THEY ME BASKET, 'They

have me make a basket (for them)'.

f-eye ale deg fuli di mahin CAUSATIVE-FIND THEY ME SEA
SHELL IN-THE OCEAN, 'They have me find a sea shell for

them in the ocean'.

f-ebe ale deg sfalo fisus CAUSATIVE-BRING THEY ME TEN
PESOS, 'They have me bring ten pesos'.

Examples of causative in subject focus without goal (AGU 'I' is both
subject as causer, and goal in each of the following):

fa-klang agu dale 'I let them cut me'.

f-bat agu dale tu gumngalaman 'I let them throw me into
deep water'.

f-akét agu di kuda 'I let the horsge bite me'.

f-kef agu di dad nga 'I let the children climb me'’.

4.1.1.2 Object Focus with Causative

In causative sentences with object focus, as in causative sentences
with subject focus, elements unique to causative constructions again
occur: (1) subject (non-topic in this case) as causer, and (2) agent,
or the person or thing caused to perform an action.

In such a sentence as f-alob-la deg fligo 'They have me wash dishes',
the DEG 'me' 1is the agent. The agent is the primary object, while the
FLIGO 'dishes' 1is a secondary object (in non-causative sentences this
item would be the direct object). If the agent is the topic, e.g. the
pronoun AGU (falobla agu fligo 'They have me wash dishes') the utter-
ance will be called agent focus (see 4.1.1.3). If the topic pronoun or
a substantive in the same form class 1s the secondary object, the utter-
ance will be termed object focus. In this case the agent will be the
oblique pronoun (or its substitute) as the following examples show. In
object focus the agent and the goal are both obligatory.

Examples:

f-alob-gu dale fligo CAUSATIVE-WASH-I THEY (agent) DISHES
(object), 'I have them wash dishes'.

f-ebe-la deg mseh CAUSATIVE-BRING-THEY ME RICE, 'They have

me bring the rice’.

f-tam-gu dale salo CAUSATIVE-LIGHT-I THEM LAMP, 'I have
them light the lamp'.
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f-agot-am dale tali CAUSATIVE-HOLD YOU THEM ROPE, 'You have
them hold the rope'’.

Depending on the context, what occurs as the non-topic agent
(represented by DEG or DALE in the sentences above) may also occur as
the prime causer. That 1is, the form class filled by the DEG pronoun
or its substantive substitute, may denote those who cause others to

cause an action to be performed.
Example:

f-ebe-la deg kayu CAUSATIVE-BRING THEY ME WOOD, 'They have
me bring the wood' or 'I have them send the wood (by someone

else)’'.

In the second translation of the preceding Bilaan sentence, the DEG
occurs as 'for me' or benefactive, not the agent. In the first trans-
lation the DEG occurs as an alternate of DI DEG 'by me' or agentive.

4.1.1.3 Agent Focus with Causative

Object focus sentences (with non-topic agent) contrast with agent
focus sentences (with topic agent) in that the former must have an
obJect and the latter need not have an obJect. The focussed agent may
function as the object in addition to its function as agent, similar
to the occurrence of the topic in subject focus sentences with causa-
tive, and no separate objJect. This occurrence, however, appears to be
rare.

Examples:

Object focus (incomplete):
f-alob-la deg CAUSATIVE-WASH-THEY ME (as prime causer),
'I cause them to wash ...'. This sentence 1is incomplete;
an obJect 1s expected.

Agent focus without separate object:

f-alob-la agu CAUSATIVE-WASH THEY ME (topic), 'They have
me wash (myself)'. AGU 1s both agent and obJject. A sep-
arate object may also occur:

Agent focus with obJject:
f-alob-la agu fligo CAUSATIVE-WASH-THEY ME DISHES, 'They

have me wash dishes'.

Other examples with focussed agent:
f-ebe-la agu bong blat kayu CAUSATIVE-BRING-THEY ME BIG
HEAVY WOOD, 'They have me bring a very heavy (plece of)

wood'.
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f-eye-la agu i nga ani CAUSATIVE-WATCH-THEY ME (i)
CHILD THIS, 'They have me watch this child'.

fayah f-imdo-la agu lamisa TOMORROW CAUSATIVE-MAKE
THEY ME TABLE, 'Tomorrow they'll have me make a
table'.

fa-fusuk-la agu di fulis CAUSATIVE-ENTER-THEY ME INTO
POLICE, 'They let me enter the police force'.

4.1.1.4 Dinection Focus with Causative

The fourth focus construction with causative, direction focus, occurs
with a topic that may or may not be the recipient of the action, depend-
ing on the semantic components of the base that occurs as verb.u -N-
'non-subJect focus' occurs with the causative affix to mark direction
focus in this construction. Such bases as EBE 'bring', BAT 'throw out',
AGIN 'accompany', and KEL 'arrive' can occur with the topic expressing
the direction or recipient idea, i.e. the idea of 'to’, 'at', or 'with'.

Examples:

f-n-ebe-la agu satu kuda CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION FOCUS-BRING-
THEY TO-ME ONE HORSE, 'They have a horse brought to me'.

fa-n-bat-la deg |ifoh i bali ayé CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION-FOCUS-
THROW-THEY ME FIRE THE HOUSE THAT, 'They had me set fire to
that house'.

f-n-ulé-la agu satu to CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION FOCUS-LAUGH-THEY
AT-ME ONE MAN, 'They made the man laugh at me'.

Some bases with causative and -N- do not carry the idea of direction,
but their focus complements assume the role of agent or goal.

Examples:

f-n-imé-1a agu i malimah nimé CAUSATIVE-OBJECT/DIRECTION
FOCUS-MAKE-THEY ME THE HARD WORK, 'They have me do the
hard job'.

fa-n-bek-la agu bong kayu du malweh agu CAUSATIVE-OBJECT/
DIRECTION FOCUS-FELL-THEY ME BIG THREE BECAUSE LAZY I,
'They have me fell the big tree because I'm lazy'.
f-n-imd-la ale mlahil nimd du landé alila gagan nimd
CAUSATIVE-OBJECT/DIRECTION FOCUS-MAKE-THEY THEM EASY WORK
BECAUSE NONE ALWAYS-THEY ABLE WORK, 'They let them do the

easy job, because they can't do much work'.
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In direction focus the non-focus agent may be expressed. In the
following examples the agent is in capitals:

f-n-agin-am agu nga ku maam ku ta mulé agu CAUSATIVE-
DIRECTION FOCUS-ACCOMPANY-YOU ME CHILD THE FATHER WHEN
ALREADY GO-HOME I, 'Have YOUR FATHER have the child go

with me when I go home'.

fa-n-tuda-an ale kayu di dad to CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION
FOCUS-THROW-HE AT-THEM WOOD BY PLURAL MAN, 'He has the
MEN throw wood at them'.

The non-topic (oblique) pronoun is second post-verb position, as in
obJect focus, and can occur as prime causer or agent in direction focus.

Example:

f-n-ebe-la deg dad ngad fali CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION FOCUS~
BRING THEY ME PLURAL CHILD RICE, 'I have them gend rice
to the children', or 'They esend rice to the children

for me'. This sentence cannot mean 'They send rice to

the children by me'.

4.1.1.5 Double Occurrence of Causative Affix

Some bases that are intrinsically intransitive occur with a doubling
of the causative morpheme in constructions in which transitive bases
will occur with the single F-. Examples with TADAG 'stand’, and AYENG
'fly':

faf-tadag-am dun saal CAUSATIVE-STAND-YOU HIM THE FLOOR,
'You cause him to stand the flooring up (for drying)’'.

faf-ayeng-am to ayé i anuk CAUSATIVE-FLY-YOU MAN THAT
THE BIRD, 'You have that man make the bird fly away'.

When there is a doubling of the causative morpheme with basically
transitive bases (e.g. BAT 'throw'’, TAM 'to light') there also occurs
three obligatory elements: (1) prime causer, (2) either a secondary
causer, or an agent, and (3) a goal.

Examples:
Subject focus:
faf-bat ale dad nga tu di mahén CAUSATIVE-THROW THEY
PLURAL CHILD THERE IN OCEAN, 'They have the children

get (someone) to throw them into the ocean'. Subject
as causer 1is also goal (see 4.1.1.1).
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faf-bat ale dad nga sabat CAUSATIVE-THROW THEY PLURAL
CHILD REFUSE, 'They (prime causer) have someone get
the children (agent) to throw out the refuse (goal)'.

Agent focus (with prime causer, agent, object):

faf-bat-qgu ale batu CAUSATIVE-THROW-I THEY ROCK, 'I have

gomeone get them to throw the rock'.
Object focus (a) (prime causer, secondary causer, goal):

faf-bat-gu (di) dale batu CAUSATIVE-THROW I (BY) THEM
ROCK, 'I (prime causer) have them (secondary causer)
get someone to throw the rock (object)’.

Object focus (b) (prime causer, agent, object):

faf-bat-gu dale batu 'I have someone get them (agent)

to throw the rock’.

The sequence D | DALE, with optional DI, can occur only in object
focus (a). This sequence occurs as the secondary causer with the
unexpressed, though understood, element (represented by 'someone' in
the examples of this section) occurring as the agent which performs
the action.

If DI cannot occur with DALE, as in object focus (b), the DALE
represents the actual performer or agent, with the secondary causer
understood.

Direction focus:
fanf-ebe-gu le lime kuda CAUSATIVE-DIRECTION FOCUS-
BRING-I THEM FIVE HORSE, 'I will have sent with them

five horses'.

The utterance f-bat-la deg batu 'I cause them to throw (or find a
thrower for) the rock' differs from the utterance in agent focus above,
in that in the former utterance the prime causer 1s actually directing
the action, while in the latter the causer 1s not present at the scene
of action (see 4.1.1.2).

4.1.1.6 Summanry of Causative Utterances

Obligatory sentence elements and the optional occurrence of a poten-
tial topic element are outlined in Table 3 below. Pronouns represen-
ting sentence elements are -LA 'non-topic subject'; ALE 'topic', and
DALE 'oblique'.5 These pronouns portray obligatory sentence elements.
Expansions in the illustrations below and in succeeding tables usually,
though not always, consist of the addition of one or more sentence
elements.
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TABLE 3
Focus Verb affix Subject Agent Object Direction
Subject f- ale * *
ObJect 5 -la dale ale
Agent fi- -la ale *
Direction f-n- -la + + ale

Subject focus: (topic will be in capitals)
Minimal: falob ALE "THEY have themselves washed'.

Expanded: fimo ALE deg alat 'THEY have me make a basket
for them'.

Object focus:
Minimal: falobgu dale FLIGO 'I have them wash DISHES'.

Expanded: fbatla deg BYALA di gumngalaman ayeé 'They
have me throw the NET into the deep water'.

Agent focus:
Minimal: falobla AGU 'They have ME wash (myself)’.
Expanded: Falobla AGU fligo ’'They have ME wash dishes'.
Direction focus:

Minimal: fnebela AGU kuda 'They have a horse brought
TO ME'.

Expanded: fantudaan ALE kayu di dad to 'He has the men
throw wood AT THEM'.

4.1.2 s- 'Distributive'

In 4.1 two types of constructions with the distributive affix were
111ustrated.6 These two types will be further described and two more
construction types presented.

The distributive morpheme expresses the idea of distribution of the
action of the verb in relation to (1) the actor(s), (2) the goal(s),
and (3) the duration of action. When action is distributed among
several actors, all of them participate and some help each other; when
the action is distributed among several goals, all are acted on; when
duration 1s expressed the action 1s considered to continue until it 1is
completed (if actor 1is singular), or the action occurs repeatedly. At
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least one of the above three semantic components of the distributive

signal must be present in the utterance. More than one of these three

components may be present simultaneously.

These three components of the distributive affix will now be brief-

ly illustrated without reference to the particular focus involved in
|

the distributive utterance.
Examples:
(1) Distributive of actors:

san-klang-la bateng kayu DISTRIBUTIVE-CUT-they
LOG TREE, 'They (all of them took part) cut the
log'. Compare k-an-lang-la bateng kayu 'They
cut the log'. A group is involved, but not

necessarily each one.

s-fatan ale DISTRIBUTIVE-WAIT THEY, 'They (two

people, or two groups involved in reciprocal action)

wait for each other'.

sams-akét ale kuda DISTRIBUTIVE-BITE THEY HORSE7
'They (at least two owners are involved) bring
their horses to fight'.

(2) Distributive of goals:

s-imd-la lnigo na lawig DISTRIBUTIVE-MAKE-THEY
FARM AND TEMPORARY-HOUSE 'They make (alternately
until both are finished) the farm and the small

house'.

malbut agu du san-bat-la deg i dad kalyakgu dini
ANGRY 1 BECAUSE DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW-THEY MY THE
PLURAL POSSESSIONS-MY HERE, 'I was angry because
they (all participate) threw away my possessions
here (all are thrown away)’.

(3) Distributive of time:

(a) Duration of time:
sans-imd-an gumneé DISTRIBUTIVE-MAKE-HE HOUSE 'He
makes a house (he worked until it was finished)'.

i fnu kanen sans-ebe-n i balin THE TURTLE HE
DISTRIBUTIVE-CARRY-HE THE HOUSE, 'The turtle
(always) takes along his house'.
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(b) Repetitive action:
sans-uluk-la i bateng DISTRIBUTIVE-PUSH-THEY THE LOG,
'They push the log (from one to another)’.

sams-ifa bkuku tek i kay kuda DISTRIBUTIVE-KICK CAGE
IRON THE SMALL HORSE, 'The small horse kicked and
kicked the iron cage'.

4.1.2.1 Subject Focus with Distaibutive

There are two subject focus constructions with distributive. One,
with distributive morpheme and base denotes reciprocal action and can
occur without direct object. The other, with distributive morpheme
and -M- 'subject focus' portrays distribution of action that is not
reciprocal and occurs with an obligatory direct object. This section
will deal with the reciprocal action construction.

The base with distributive morpheme, S-, with or without object in-
dicates reciprocal action. The topic is subject and it must be plural.

Examples without object:

s-bat ale ditu di yéél DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW THEY THERE INTO
RIVER, 'They throw each other into the river'.

s-eye ale du man slame ale dad mgal to DISTRIBUTIVE-WATCH
THEY BECAUSE EACH ALIKE THEY PLURAL STRONG MAN, 'They are
testing each other's strength because they are all strong

men'.

s-kitek ale DISTRIBUTIVE-TICKLE THEY, 'They are tickling
each other'.

s-fatan ale DISTRIBUTIVE-WAIT THEY, 'They are waiting for
each other'.

sas-itong ale DISTRIBUTIVE-MEET THEY, 'They meet each other'.
Examples with object:

s-ibal ale knun DISTRIBUTIVE-LIKE THEY POSSESSION, 'They

covet each other's things'.

s-tabeng ate mdak DISTRIBUTIVE-HELP WE POUND, 'We'll help
each other pound rice’.

too sa-kdo i dad to ayé du gal ale sa-blé knaan VERY DIS-
TRIBUTIVE-PITY THE PLURAL MAN THAT BECAUSE CUSTOMARY THEY
DISTRIBUTIVE-GIVE FOOD, 'Those people are very kind because
they usually give food to one another'.
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s-agot ale lyak DISTRIBUTIVE-HOLD THEY THINGS, 'They care

for each other's things'.

s-fusuk ale gumné DISTRIBUTIVE-ENTER HOUSE, 'They enter

each other's houses'.8

4.1.2.2 Subjfect Focus and Distributive with Obligatory Object
In this construction S- plus -M- occur prefixed to the base.

sam-tunda ale lyak tu di gumné DISTRIBUTIVE-CONDUCT THEY
THINGS, 'They take the things to the house (many separate
trips are involved)'.

sams-agot ale lyak DISTRIBUTIVE-HOLD THEY THINGS, 'They
(two) cared for the things'.

kanen sa sam-bat i dad batu di ba dalan ani HE INDEED
DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW THE PLURAL ROCK ON WAY PATH THIS,
'He 18 the thrower of rocks on this path (repetitive
and distributive of goals)'.

agu sa samsa-klang i dad kafi ani du dee i dad salangan

I INDEED DISTRIBUTIVE-CUT THE PLURAL COFFEE THIS BECAUSE
MANY THE PLURAL ANT-IT, 'I cut these coffee trees because
they had many ants on them (repetitive action on many
objects).

dad to ani sa gatu sam-weé i benge mangga ito ani PLURAL
MAN THIS INDEED ALWAYS DISTRIBUTIVE-GET THE FRUIT MANGO
OURS THIS, 'It was these people who always get the fruit
of this mango tree of ours'.

4.1.2.3 Object Focus with Distributive

The highlight of this construction is diversity of goals. Two or
more different goals, or two or more different groups of goals make up
the focus complement (topic). The distributive morpheme with the base
and non-topic subject occur as sentence elements with this focussed
complex goal.

Examples:

s-bayad-la mlunu na saging DISTRIBUTIVE-PAY-THEY GREENS AND
BANANAS, 'They bought vegetables and bananas'.

s-kaan-la i dad knaan DISTRIBUTIVE-EAT-THEY THE PLURAL RICE,
'"They eat different types of rice’.

s-tam-la Inigo na kanlo DISTRIBUTIVE-LIGHT-THEY FARMLAND
AND WEEDS, 'They lit (burned) the farm and the weeded area’.
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s-tugad-la tali na lamli DISTRIBUTIVE-JOIN-THEY ROPE AND
WIRE, 'They join together the rope and the wire'.

s-timbak-la i angok, sladang, sdé DISTRIBUTIVE-SHOOT-THEY
THE MONKEY, DEER, PIG, 'They shoot the monkey, deer and pig'.

4.1.2.4 Dinrection/Object Focus with Distributive

This construction occurs with the S- morpheme plus -N- 'non-subject
focus' as either direction focus or as object focus. As with causative,
some bases with direction focus marker co-occur with a toplic that is
not directional. 1In one instance, the same base with S-N- has been
found to occur alternately as direction focus and as object focus.

Thus, with this occurrence of S-N- plus base in object focus con-

structions there is a contrast between object focus with at least two
diverse groups or items as the goal (4.1.2.3), and object focus con-
struction with distribution of action over many items of one homogen-
eous group as goal. Examples of base with direction focus and object

focus constructions with S-N-:

Direction focus:
san-bat-la agu falak DISTRIBUTIVE-DIRECTION FOCUS-THROW-
THEY AT-ME SAND, 'They (repeatedly) throw sand at me'.

Object focus:
né flayamgu du san-bat-la agu di mahin WHAT SUFFERING-MY
BECAUSE DISTRIBUTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-THROW ME INTO OCEAN,

'"How I .suffered when they continually threw me into the ocean’.

In the object focus example above the only element that can occur as
topic is AGU ’'me' which occurs as topic goal. In the direction focus
example above, besides the AGU there is a second potential topic item,
FALAK 'sand'. This distribution is similar to that of the minimal
direction focus utterance without aspect morphemes; it too has two
potential topic elements outside the predicate and subject, e.g. n-bat-
la batu gumne DIRECTION FOCUS-THROW-THEY ROCK HOUSE 'They throw a rock

at the house'.

Examples of distributive direction-object focus (topic will be in
capitals in Bilaan and in the free translation):

i dad ayem tila sans-akét deg i dad AGAFGU ani THE PLURAL
DOG INDEED-THEY DISTRIBUTIVE-BITE MY THE PLURAL PET-MY THIS,
'These dogs bit all of MY PETS (goal is topic)’.

sans-kel-la ale dini du dini gumnéla DISTRIBUTIVE-ARRIVE-
THEY TO-THEM HERE BECAUSE HERE HOUSE-THEIR, 'They come TO
THEM here because their house 18 here (direction is topic)’.
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The concluding illustrations occur with topic as goal.

Examples:

13 san-laloam AGU NOT DISTRIBUTIVE-FOLLOW-YOU ME, 'You
don't follow ME (to the end)'.

sans-ebe-la bong BLAT DISTRIBUTIVE-BRING-THEY BIG HEAVY,
'They (unite to) carry the very HEAVY OBJECT'.

san-kaanjla KNAAN DISTRIBUTIVE-EAT-THEY FO0OD, 'They (all)
eat the FOOD (until it 1is finished)’'.

san-bat-la deg i DAD BATU di lnigogu ayé DISTRIBUTIVE-
THROW-THEY FOR-ME ROCK ON FARM-MY THERE, 'They (all take
part) throw (to a pile) THE ROCKS on my farm'.

4.1.2.5 Summary of Distrdibutive Uttenrances

Obligatory sentence elements, and the optional occurrence of a
potential topic item are outlined in table 4. Topic will be in cap-
itals in Bilaan and the gloss. Pronouns representing sentence elements
are: -LA 'non-topic subject'; ALE 'topic', and DALE 'oblique'.

TABLE 4

Focus Verb Affix Subject Object Direction
Subject
(Reciprocal) s- ale +
Subject
(Non-reciprocal) s-m- ale +
Object s- -la ale(dual)
Direction/
Object s-n- -la ale(non- ale

dual)

Subject focus (reciprocal):
Minimal: saklang ALE 'THEY cut each other'.

Expanded: nang GAMO simd nimd ku 13 GAMO sakdo 'Don't YOU

do one another's work unless YOU like each other'.
Subject focus (distributive):

Minimal: samsagot ALE lyak, 'THEY (two) cared for the
things'.
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Expanded: GAMO i gatu samsudeng i saku ani duenan kasé,

'YOU always 8it on this sack; that's why it's torn'.
Object focus:

Minimal: simdla LNIGO NA LAWIG, 'They make the FARM AND
the HOUSE'.

Expanded: sebem i KNAAN na sebem i IGEMAM na DADEME DAD
KDEEN fa, 'You are bringing the FOOD, the MAT and also
the OTHER THINGS'.

Direction/object focus:

Minimal: sansbatla batu BALIl, 'They throw the rock AT THE
HOUSE (direction focus)'.

Minimal: sansbatla BATU di bali, 'They throw the ROCK at
the house (object focus)'.

Expanded: sanskella ALE dini du dini gumnéla, 'They come
TO THEM here because their house is here (direction
focus)'.

Expanded: begyu sansaklang deg fa i DAD KAYU di saféd
baligu ani, 'Please cut for me these TREES near my house
(object focus)’.

4.1.3 G- 'Non-voh‘tional'lO

The signal of prefix G- covers a wide range of behaviour which will
be given the general term of non-volitional. Four types of construc-
tions with this morpheme are described in this section.

The non-volitional affix expresses action more or less unwilled or
uncontrolled by the actor. In the various focal constructions in which
it occurs this morpheme describes (1) compulsion, (2) unintentional
action, or (3) circumstantial action, i.e. action the outcome of which
is dependent on the circumstancec that take place. Illustrations of
these three categories:

(1) The compulsion expressed may be from within the actor of the
sentence or from without.

From within:

g-dalong agu du sé katduk ulugu NON-VOLITIONAL-GROAN I
BECAUSE BAD PAIN HEAD-MY, 'I groaned because of my bad
headache'.

too malbang lwek yé duenla g-bat tising di mahin fye
manak, VERY BIG WAVE THAT REASON-THEIR NON-VOLITIONAL-
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THROW RING INTO OCEAN SO CALM, 'The waves were so big
that they were obliged (from fear) to throw the ring

into the ocean, 8o it would be calm’'.
From without:

g-bat-la deg i byala di gumngalaman du gnagagu le
NON-VOLITIONAL-THROW-THEY FOR-ME THE NET INTO DEEP
BECAUSE FORCE-I THEM, 'They were forced by me to
throw the net into the deeper (area)’.

ga-blé-la deg i falimakla bong NON-VOLITIONAL-GIVE-THEY
TO-ME THE GONG-THEIR BIG, 'They were persuaded to give
me their big gong'.

(2) The unintentional action is accidental (or happenstance):

gam-kaan lnawan sde NON-VOLITIONAL-~EAT MUSLIM PIG, 'The

muglim accidentally ate pork'.

g-ile-la i mati bkong di dungan igem NON-VOLITIONAL-
LIE-THEY THE DEAD LIZARD (DI) UNDER MAT, 'They lay

(unknowing) on a dead lizard under the mat'.

(3) The circumstantial action may indicate, from the positive
point of view, a possibility, or from the negative point of view, a
restraint.

Possibility:

nun uten ito ani ku gam-bat agu byala di fisfanla aye
HAVE VIAND WE NOW IF NON-VOLITIONAL-THROW I NET IN FISH
POND THAT, 'We'll have viand now if I can throw the net
in their fishpond'.

nang gamo magu di to saseé du ayé i gam-g-ebe gamo di saséll
DON'T YOU GO WITH MAN BAD BECAUSE THAT-ONE THE LEAD YOU
INTO EVIL, 'Don't go with the wicked man because he can
lead you to evil'.
Restraint:
ku kné kabtas kayu ani 13 agu gamg-imo bali di lam i fali ni

IF THIS PRICE WOOD THIS NOT I NON-VOLITIONAL-MAKE HOUSE
(DI) WHILE THE YEAR THIS, 'If this is the price of wood I

can't make a house this year'.

13 gam-klang agu deg sufe du dee sualan NOT NON-VOLITIONAL-
CUT I FOR-MYSELF BAMBOO BECAUSE MANY THORNS-IT, 'I can't
cut bamboo for myself because it has a lot of thorns'.
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4.1.3.1 Subjfect Focus with Non-volitional

The non-volitional prefix occurs in two types of subject focus con-
structions. When the G- is prefixed directly to the base the goal 1is
optional, though it usually occurs; when G- is prefixed in conjunction
with -M- 'subject focus', a goal 1s obligatory. The construction with
non-obligatory goal will be illustrated first.

Examples:

g-kel ale di dale du gami tmabeng dale NON-VOLITIONAL-
ARRIVE THEY TO THEM BECAUSE WE HELP THEM, 'They reached
them because we helped them'.

silang g-agin ge ku funam mbal di ku maam UNLESS NON-
VOLITIONAL-ACCOMPANY YOU IF FIRST ASK (DI KU) FATHER-
YOUR, 'You can't go unless you ask permission from
your father'.

g-imd ale deg knaan NON-VOLITIONAL-MAKE THEY FOR-ME FOOD,
'They were obliged to make food for me'.

13 ito g-lald i kdee tdoan ayé, malimah NOT WE NON-
VOLITIONAL-FOLLOW THE ALL TEACHING-HIS THAT, HARD,
'We can't follow all his teachings; they are difficult’.

4.1.3.2 Subject Focus and Non-volitional with OblLigatory Goal

When G- co-occurs with -M- as the verbal prefix combination, a goal
is obligatory; the pre-verb emphatic subject topic usually occurs with
this affix combination, though there are a few examples in my data of
pre-verb topic occurring with G- plus base.

Examples:

né i to gam-fatan ye alo gam-weé i dad mseh bléla ani WHICH
THE MAN NON-VOLITIONAL-SUBJECT FOCUS-WAIT THAT ONLY NON-
VOLITIONAL-SUBJECT FOCUS-GET THE PLURAL RICE GIVE-THEY,
'He who watits will get the rice they give'.

gamg-ebe dunuk sufe du tukay NON-VOLITIONAL-SUBJECT FOCUS-
CARRY FLOOD BAMBOO BECAUSE LITTLE, 'The flood carried away
the bamboo because it was small'’.

gam-sakay ale atu du fye sa i mahin NON-VOLITIONAL-SUBJECT
FOCUS-RIDE THEY THAT BECAUSE GOOD INDEED THE OCEAN, 'They

can ride that because the sea is calm'.
4.1.3.3 Object Focus with Non-volitional

In object focus the G- 1is prefixed directly to the base, and non-
topic subject and topic object co-occur.
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Examples:

g-sakay-la i kudd ayé du funala nebe di gumngalam i yéeéel
NON-VOLITIONAL-RIDE-THEY THE HORSE THAT BECAUSE FIRST-

THEY BRING INTO DEEP THE WATER, 'They were able to ride
that horse, because they first brought it into the deep

water'.

g-wé-la bong sdé di bulul ayé NON-VOLITIONAL-GET THEY BIG
PIG ON HILL THAT, 'They happened to get a big pig on that
hill'.

g-dadu-la i bong datal ayé ku ta minit i du NON-VOLITIONAL-
PLOW-THEY THE BIG PLAIN THAT IF ALREADY HOT THE DAY, 'They'll

be able to plow that big plain when the dry season comes'.

g-agot-la agu malbutang di bl?gu NON-VOLITIONAL~HOLD-THEY
ME LAST-NIGHT BY FOOT-MY, 'They happened to get ahold of
me by my foot last night'.

4.1.3.4 Dinection Focus with Non-volitional

This construction appears only a very few times in my data. The
non-volitional morpheme combines with -N- 'non-subject focus' with the
base. -LA or its substantive substitute is subject; the topic is the
direction of the action of the utterance.

Examples:

gan-kel-la ale tabeng dini du man dee to dini NON-VOLITIONAL-
DIRECTION FOCUS-ARRIVE-THEY TO-THEM HELP HERE BECAUSE (MAN)
MANY PERSON HERE, 'They came here to them with help, because

there were many people here'.

gan-bat-la agu fan du too agu mni NON-VOLITIONAL-DIRECTION
FOCUS-THROW-THEY TO-ME BREAD BECAUSE VERY I REQUEST, 'They
were constrained to throw bread to me, because I asked so

much'.

4.1.3.5 Surmary of Non-volitional Constructions

Obligatory sentence elements and optional elements that contrast in
distribution in closely related utterances are outlined in table 5.
Topic will be in capitals in Bilaan and the gloss. Pronouns represent-
ing sentence elements are: -LA 'non-topic subject'; ALE 'topic', and
DALE 'oblique'. The -LA.and ALE pronouns occur as obligatory sentence
elements:
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Focus Verb affix Subject Object Direction
Subject
(Optional goal) g- ale +
Subject
(Obligatory g-m- ale +
goal)
Object g- -la ale
Direction g-n- -la + ale

Subject focus (optional goal):

Minimal: gkel ALE kadang, 'THEY were obliged to come later'.

Expanded: malfabi gaklang ALE kayu di tah bulul,
THEY were able to cut wood on the hill'.

'Yesterday

Subject focus (obligatory goal):
Minimal: gamgimd GAMO knaan, 'YOU were able to cook food'.

Expanded: gamtinggal! AGU to lande salad, 'I happened to
shoot the innocent man'.

Object focus:

Minimal: gtulenla SALA, 'They were obliged to confess their
SINS'.

Expanded: gablégu kanen SAULGU du too landé saulan, 'I was

obliged to give him MY SHIRT because he didn't have even
one'.

Direction focus:
Minimal: ganbatla saul MARA,'They give a shirt TO MARA'.

Expanded: ganbatla deg dalmita i BONG MNGALAM AYE, du
nun bong kili déé gal makét to, 'They were obliged to
throw dynamite for me INTO THAT DEEP PART there, because
there t8 a big eel there that bites people’.

4.1.4 Combinations of F-, S-, and G- with the Base

Prefix combinations of three morphemes are rare. When two of the

aspect morphemes, F-,

inner layer affix 1s subordinate to the outer layer affix.
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S-, or G- occur together prefixed to the base the



Examples:

ga-f-tunda-la agu knaan di ge du lingela na lande
knaanam sdu ani NON-VOLITIONAL-CAUSATIVE-TAKE-THEY
ME FOOD TO YOU BECAUSE HEAR-THEY THAT NO FOOD-YOUR
ONE-DAY THIS, 'They were constrained to have me take
food to you because they heard that you haven't had
food the whole day!

fa-g-kaan-am knaan ayé CAUSATIVE-NON~VOLITIONAL-EAT -
YOU FOOD THAT, 'You eat very much (though no appetite)’'.
The prefix combination FAG- often has the connotation
of expenditure of effort.

g-s-akét-la dad kudala ball mulen NON-VOLITIONAL-
DISTRIBUTIVE-BITE-THEY PLURAL HORSE-THEIR EVEN RAIN,
'They were constrained (out of interest) to have the

horses fight, even though it rained’.

sa-g-bat-la falnas na filak DISTRIBUTIVE-NON-VOLITIONAL-
THEY CLOTHES AND MONEY, 'They accidentally threw out
clothes and the money'.

f-s-alob-am i dad nga ani tnaldla CAUSATIVE-DISTRIBUTIVE-
WASH-YOU THE PLURAL CHILD THIS HAND-THEIR, 'You have these

children wash each others hands'.

sa-f-kaan-la nga na bong to DISTRIBUTIVE-CAUSATIVE-EAT-
THEY CHILD AND BIG PERSON, 'They feed the child and the
adult'.

The above six examples are in object focus. The same combinations
of affixes also occur in subject focus. Example of causative plus dis-
tributive in subject focus:

fa-sa-klang ale di ge tali CAUSATIVE-DISTRIBUTIVE-CUT THEY
FOR YOU ROPE, 'They have the rope cut in many pieces (dis-
tributive idea) for you'.

There are in my data some examples of combinations of two of the
aspect morphemes, F-, S-, or G-, with an overt focal morpheme with the
base.

Examples:

alo satu to ga-m-f-imd kanen knaan dini, senan maan ONLY
ONE PERSON NON-VOLITIONAL-SUBJECT FOCUS-CAUSATIVE-MAKE HER
FOOD HERE, ONLY FATHER-HER, 'There i8 only one man that can
make her cook, her father'.
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ge fa-m-g-eye i dad nga ani du ge sa i tuala dini YOU
CAUSATIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS-NON-VOLITIONAL-LOOX THE PLURAL
CHILD THIS BECAUSE YOU INDEED THE PARENT-THEIR HERE,

'You 8should look after these children because you are
their parent!'’

1ami ga-n-s-bat dun du blat NOT-WE NON-VOLITIONAL-OBJECT
FOCUS-DISTRIBUTIVE-THROW IT BECAUSE HEAVY, 'We can't

throw it back and forth because it is heavy'.

4.2 MA- OR M(A)G(A)- 'INTENSIVE-REPETITIVE’

This prefix will first be discussed in its distribution with bases
without other co-occurring aspect morphemes. Then combinations of this
morpheme with other affixes will be considered.

Morphophonemic alternations of the intensive-repetitive morpheme are
as follows: MA- and MAGA- occur before bases beginning with two con-
sonants; MG- occurs before vowel-initial bases, and MAG- occurs before
bases beginning with a single consonant. Examples (see 4.2.2 for
special distribution of MA- and MAGA-):

ma-fwes; ma-klang, maga-fwes; maga-klang
mg-imo; mg-idul; mg-alob

mag-kaan; mag-bat; mag-kef

The ma- allomorph contrasts in distribution with -M- 'subject focus'
in that MA- 1is prefixed to bases beginning with two consonants while
-M- is infixed with bases beginning with two consonants:

klang 'cut'; ma-klang; k-am-lang (see section 6.1 for
restrictions on affixation of -M-).

4.2.1 The Intensive-repetitive Idea in Bilaan

The affix MA- and its allomorphs MG-, MAG-, and MAGA- express (a)
vehemence or strength of action and (b) repetitive action. Sometimes
only one of these semantic components is evident, but expansions of
the sentence may bring the second component into view. Examples
portraying intensity (Intensive-repetitive will be written Int/Rep):

fye ku mag-we i katduk ulugu ani GOOD IF Int/Rep-TAKE-AWAY
THE ACHING HEAD-MY THIS, 'It would be good if this headache
of mine were (completely) relieved’.

lwe bulen 13 mag-weé i katduk ulugu ani TWO MONTH NOT Int/Rep-
TAKE-AWAY ACHING HEAD-MY THIS, 'For two months my headache
hasn't left me completely’'.
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Examples of repetitive action:

deg kalabaw an

i i too mag-dem i dad to MY CARABAO THIS

THE VERY Int/Rep-BORROW THE PLURAL MAN, 'The men often
borrow my carabao'. Intensifying forms, such as TO0O

'very' (see preceding example) often occur with the

Int/Rep morpheme, though not in every case.

mag-sifa kay k

uda bkuku tek Int/Rep-KICK SMALL HORSE

CAGE IRON, 'The small horse kicked the iron cage again

and again'.

Example of both intensive and repetitive action portrayed by the

base plus Int/Rep af

ku toomi mag-k
SHOUT THE PIG
loudly at the
caught’.

Either intensive
following sentences

Examples:

mag-fas yée dad
times or hard

ngaan 'The mot
whipping being

ku too mag-dak
THE RICE THIS
pounded it wil

ta mag-we dad
PLURAL PERSON

£l xe:

it i sde dluh ayem ta gwé IF VERY WE Int/Rep-
CHASED DOG ALREADY GET, 'If we had shouted
pig chased by the dog it would have been

or repetitive action or both may be involved in the
with FAS 'whip', DAK ’'pound (as rice)' and WE 'get'

ngaan 'The mother whips the children (many
or both of these ideas). Compare n-fas yée
her whips the children', the general act of
in view.

i fali ani fye neman IF VERY Int/Rep-POUND
GOOD TASTING-IT, 'If this rice i8 well
1l taste good'.

to benge mangga ani ALREADY Int/Rep-GET
FRUIT MANGO-TREE THIS, 'The people have

taken a lot of the fruit of this mango tree'. This

sentence portr
and possibly t
when the fruit

ays the taking of a lot of fruit (not all)
he taking of the fruit more than once, 1i.e.
again matures.

4.2.2 Special Distribution of MA- and MAGA-

If the base begin
or MAGA- (see 4.2.0)
action are separated
and the allomorph ma

ning with two consonants can occur with either MA-
, the ideas of intensive action and repetitive

, with the allomorph MA- denoting intensive action
ga- denoting repetitive action.
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Examples:

ma-klang-gu kafi ani du dee salangan Int/Rep-CUT-1 COFFEE-
TREE THIS BECAUSE MANY ANTS-IT, 'I cut (with force) the
coffee tree because it had many ants'.

maga-klang-gu kafi ani du dee salangan, 'I cut down the
coffee tree (and cut it again when new branches sprouted)
because it had many ants’'.

ma-fwes nus safyu satu ma Int/Rep-TAKE-OFF WIND HAT OTHER
FATHER, 'The wind blew off uncle's hat (with force)'.

maga-fwes nus safyu satu ma, 'The wind blew off (and blew

off again) uncle's hat'.

4.2.3 Focus and Topic in Intensive-repetitive Constructions

The Int/Rep morpheme, if it 1s the only affix on a base, occurs in
object focus constructions only. The usual order of post-verb elements
is subject-object as in object focus constructions. If the ALE pro-
noun is topic goal it usually occurs first. The non-topic actor is

frequently omitted.
Examples:

mag-kef dad to i 1fé6 ani Int/Rep-CLIMB PLURAL PERSON THE
COCONUT-TREE THIS, 'The men fairly thoroughly picked the

coconuts from this tree'.

mg-akét agu ayem Int/Rep-BITE ME DOG, 'The dog severely bit

me', or 'I was severely bitten by the dog'.
The non-topic subject may be omitted.

Examples:

mag-kef i 1fd ani Int/Rep-CLIMB THE COCONUT-TREE THIS,

'Thie coconut tree has been well picked over'.

mag-we benge mangga ayé Int/Rep-TAKE FRUIT MANGO-TREE
THIS, 'The fruit of this mango tree has been fairly
thoroughly picked'.

The topic goal may occur in first post verb position.
Example:

mag-kef i 1fo ani dad to (see first sentence in this

section).

The topic goal may be transposed to pre-verb emphasis position with
or without co-occurring post-verb goal.
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benge mangga ayé mag-we(la) FRUIT MANGO-TREE THAT Int/Rep-
TAKE(THEY), 'They have fairly thoroughly picked the frutit
of that mango tree'.

If the subject is not expressed, the state of the focussed goal 1is
in view: mg-alob dad fligo ani Int/Rep-WASH PLURAL PLATE THIS, 'These
plates have been thoroughly washed'. If non-topic subject is expressed
the action of the actors on the goal is in view: mg-alob-la dad fligo
Int/Rep-WASH-THEY PLURAL PLATE, 'They thoroughly washed the plates'.

4.2.4 Comparison of Int/Rep Affix with Related Affixes

Affixes related to the intensive-~-repetitive prefix include the fol-
lowing morpheme combinations: SAN- (see 4.1.2.4), FAG- (see 4.1.4),
and SAL (see 4.5). See 4.3 for 'perfective' morpheme which is also
allied to these affixes in the shared idea of 'intensity'.

mag-we dad to benge manggd ani Int/Rep-TAKE PLURAL PERSON
FRUIT MANGO-TREE THIS, 'The people fairly thoroughly picked
the fruit of this mango tree'.

san-we dad to benge manggd ani, 'All the people thoroughly
pick the fruit from this mango tree'.

fag-we dad to benge manggd ani, 'The people pick more
thoroughly (because of outside pressure) the fruit of

this mango tree'.

sal we dad to manggd kadet, 'The people always get mangoes
with a picking stick (long stick with a hook on the end)’.

The Int/Rep, HAG-VE, expresses the taking of a lot of fruit, not
necessarily all of it, and, if the viewer 1is present or has knowledge
of it, the taking of the next crop that matures.

The distributive affix combination, SAN-, portrays each member of
the actor group being involved in taking fruit, and their picking of it
until it 1is completely harvested.

FAG-WE, in this context, expresses a good job of picking the fruit.
It implies earlier fallure or inadequacy.

SAL WE specifies the picking stick that is eommonly used to get the
fruit.

Examples will now be cited of these related affixes with ALOB 'WASH',
and TAM 'ignite':

mg-alobla dad fligo ani, 'They washed the dishes well'.
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sans-alobla fligo, 'They all (helping one another) wash
dishes'.

fg-alobla dad fligo ani, 'They washed the dishes well
(under pressure)’'.

sal alob dad to €€l lam lata, 'They always use water in

the can for washing'.

mag-tamla sald, 'They lit the lamp (many times, before
it burned)'.

san-tamla sald, 'They help each other in lighting the
lamp'.
fag-tam dad to sald, 'The men lit the lamp well (under

pressure)’.

sal tam dad to kugit, 'They always use matches to light
the lamp'.

4.2.5 Negatives with the Intensive-repetitive Affix

The negative with the intensive-repetitive morpheme ranges in mean-
ing from (a) the partial negation of repetitive action, i.e. a very
few times, to (b) a complete negation, i.e. no action at all.

Examples:
(a) Partial negation:

satu bong batu ani 1a mg-igefgu fa ONE BIG ROCK THIS NOT
Int/Rep-SEARCH-I STILL, 'I haven't searched (for seafood)

around this big rock completely yet'.

13 mag-kef dad to 1fd ani NOT Int/Rep-CLIMB PLURAL PERSON
COCONUT-PALM THIS, 'The people haven't taken much fruit
from this coconut palm'.

(b) Complete negation:

lwe fali 13 mag-kef i 1fd ani TWO YEAR NOT Int/Rep-CLIMB
THE COCONUT-PALM THIS, 'For two years no one has taken

fruit from this coconut palm’'.

4.2.6 Intensive-repetitive Combined with Other Aspect Morphemes

Whereas MAG- indicates the complex idea of intensive-repetitive with
no clear idea of non-volitional (G-), MA-F- and MA-S- indicate respec-
tively intensive-repetitive plus causative (F-), and intensive-repeti-
tive plus distributive (S-).
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Examples:

ma-f-kaan-la dad ng3d bangbang Int/Rep-CAUSATIVE-EAT-
THEY PLURAL CHILD COOKIE, 'They fed and fed the
children (even though full) the cookies'. This con-
struction is in object focus. Those that follow in
this section are in subject focus:

gal ma-s-kaan i dad kayu ku mingok duenan tfd CON-
TINUALLY Int/Rep-DISTRIBUTIVE-EAT THE PLURAL WOOD IF
RUB THAT-IS-WHY BREAK, 'These pieces of wood broke
because by rubbing against each other they wore each
other out'.

Examples of intensive-repetitive affix in combination with two other
aspect morphemes:

ma-sa-f-kaan ale di ta lime fali i klon Int/Rep-
DISTRIBUTIVE-CAUSATIVE-EAT THEY AT ALREADY FIVE YEAR
THE DURATION, 'They feasted each other over a period
of five years'.

ma-sa-g-kaan ale bnatu Int/Rep-DISTRIBUTIVE-NON-
VOLITIONAL-EAT THEY PROVISIONS, 'They accidentally

ate each other's provisions (several times)'’.

4.2.7 Summary of the Intensive-repetitive Utterance

In the following table obligatory sentence elements and the optional
occurrence of a potential topic element are outlined. The topic in
Bilaan and its English gloss will be in capitals. ALE represents an
obligatory sentence element.

TABLE 6
Focus Verb Affix Subject Object
Object ma-/m(a)g(a)- t -la ale

Object focus:

Minimal: mg-alob DAD FLIGO 'The DISHES are quite thoroughly
washed’.

Expanded: mg-alobla DAD FLIGO 'They quite thoroughly wash
THE DISHES'.
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4.3 K- 'PERFECTIVE'

The prefix combinations K-AM- 'perfective-subject focus' and K-AN-
'perfective-object focus' represent the complete distribution of the
perfective morpheme. This affix always occurs with focal morphemes;
K- 'time/manner' morpheme never occurs in combination with focal mor-

phemes (see 5.0).

4.3.1 The Perfective Idea in Bilaan

The perfective morpheme occurs with certain bases indicating states
of emotion, to express an intensity of feeling; it occurs with FULUNG
'understand' to express a high degree of competence.

Examples with BAYAN 'be interested', and FULUNG 'understand’:
bayan Dulan i tulenla INTEREST DULAN THE STORY-THEIR,

'Dulan i8 interested in their story'.

kan-bayan Dulan i tulenla, 'Dulan has a sustained interest

(to the end) in their story’'.

fulung to ayé mimd been UNDERSTAND MAN THAT MAKE BASKET,
'That man knows how to make baskets (a certain type)'.

kam-fulung to ayé mimd been PERFECTIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS-
UNDERSTAND MAN THAT MAKE BASKET, 'That man i8 skilled
(all processes involved) in making baskets (including
other types of baskets)'’'.

kan-fulung to ayé manem been PERFECTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-
UNDERSTAND MAN THAT WEAVE BASKET, 'That man is skilled

in weaving baskets (weaving other objects also)’.

4.3.2 Comparison of Perfective Affix with Related Affixes

The affix combinations KAM-/KAN- share the idea of intensity of
feeling with the affix combinations FAG- and with the intensive-
repetitive affix MA-/M(A)G(A)-. The distributive morpheme, SAN- (with
object focus), mentioned along with FAG- and MA- in section 4.2.3 has
other ideas associated with it (see 4.1.2) and will not be dealt with
in this section.

With the base LEHEW 'happy' the perfective morpheme expresses a
pervading joy, FAG- expresses a shorter period of rejoicing and MAG-
expresses a happiness that comes and goes depending on the presence or

absence of its source.
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Examples:

kan-lehew (or kalnehew) dad to gamdawat bong filak
PERFECTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-HAPPY PLURAL PERSON RECEIVE
BIG MONEY, 'The men who receive a lot of money are

happy (happiness pervades until the money is used up)’.

fag-lehew dad to gamdawat bong filak, 'The people are
happy when they receive a lot of money (the reception
of the money is in view)'.

mag-lehew dad to gamdawat bong filak, 'The people are
happy when they receive a lot of money (but sad until
they get money again when the first is used up)’.

Examples of these affixes with YA 'be ashamed, bashful':

kan-yala dademe di nimdla PERFECTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-
ASHAMED-THEY COMPANIONS AT DEEDS-THEIR, 'They are
hurt (for a period of time) at the deedes of their
companions (their companions have rebuked them)’.

fag-yala dademe di nimdola, 'They bring shame on
their companione by their deeds (e.g. they falsely
accuse thelr companions)’.

mag-yadla dademe di nimdla, 'They bring shame on their
companions by their deede (again and again their actions
bring shame to their companions)'.

With the base TEEN 'see, find', the perfective morpheme denotes

have a

visgion, or a premonition’'.

Examples:

4.3.3

kam-teen to ayé to di gukudangan PERFECTIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS~-
SEE MAN THAT MAN AT TIME-OF-SLEEPING, 'That man had a

viston of a person while he slept’.

kan-teengu 13 mayé ge du 13 sa gafles ate swe PERFECTIVE-
OBJECT FOCUS-I NOT LIKE YOU BECAUSE NOT INDEED PROCEED WE-
TWO MARRY, 'I had a premonition that I should not love you;

you see how thinge turned out to prevent our marriage’'.

Summary of Perfective Utterances

"to

In the following table topic will be underlined in Bilaan and the
-LA and ALE pronouns represent obligatory sentence elements.

gloss.
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TABLE 7
Focus Verb affix Subject Object
Subject kam- ale +
Object kan- -la ale
Subject focus:
Minimal: kam-y3a AGU mimd sasé nimd, 'I am ashamed of the
bad deeds done'.
Expanded: | TO KU KAMYA sasé& kastulen Datl to ayé, 'THE

MAN WHO IS ASKRAMED of evil words i8 like a chieftain’.
Object focus:
Minimal: kanyaan TALU BLAAN, 'He i8 ashamed to TALK BILAAN'.
Expanded: kanyala WIS, duerla 13 kmaan, 'They are ehy in
the presence of the JUDGE, that i8 why tkey don't eat'.
4.4 T(G)- 'PRE-EMPTIVE'

This morpheme will be treated In its occurrences with and without
focal morphemes -M- 'subject focus', and -N- 'object focus'. Without
focus morphemes T(G)- occurs in an instrument focus construction.

Before bases beginning with a consonant the pre-emptive morpheme is
simply T-; before bases beginning with a vowel the morpheme occurs as
TG- or as T...G- if focal morphemes co-occur. The base UNA 'be first'
occurs with either of the allomorphs of the pre-emptive morpheme.

Examples:
Base Base with Pre-emptive
kifuh 'darkness' t-kifuh
gumah 'overtake' t-gumah
ilah 'run' tg-ilah
una 'be first' tg-una or t-una

4.4,1 The Pre-emptive Idea in Bilaan

The pre-emptive affix in Bilaan expresses the doing of an action
sometime before a desired goal is reached (the actor's desired goal or
another's), or the doing of an action before another operation 1s com-
menced. For example, a person can have as a goal the reaching of a
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certain destination or the actual time that person will depart to

reach that destination. With the pre-emptive affix, GUMAH 'overtake'
will express the action of someone (a) overtaking this person or join-
ing him on his journey before the destination 1s reached, or (b) join-
ing him before the actual time of departure has arrived. Illustrations
of these concepts:

(a) E leg, tam-gumah ge do dad to fadyan mlius falami ani
gine OH FRIEND, PRE-EMPTIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS-OVERTAKE
YOU FOR-ME PLURAL MAN MARKET PASS-BY NEW NOW A-WHILE-
AGO, 'Oh friend, overtake for me, before they reach
the market, the men who passed here just a little
while ago’'.

(b) tan-gumaham agu fayah laman fala kel i du tah bulul
PRE-EMPTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-OVERTAKE-YOU I TOMORROW WHILE
NOT-YET ARRIVE THE SUN ON-TOP-OF HILL, 'Join me to-
morrow before seven o'clock (for our trip)’. (In the
speaker's locality it is about seven when the sun
'sits' on top of a prominent hill).

An operation (before which an action is done) can be, for example,
work done by hired hands. With the pre-emptive morpheme, {LAH 'run'’
will express the action of a hired hand in taking off before work be-
gins.

Example:

~

t-an-g-ilahan nun nimo13 PRE-EMPTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-RUN-HE
THERE-IS WORK, 'He takes off before the work begins'.

If a desired goal is getting the harvest in, for instance, the base
AFAT 'reach' with the pre-emptive affix will express the action of a
person harvesting the crop before the owner gets to it.

Example:

t-an-g-afatan nwe do fale PRE-EMPTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-
REACH-HE GET MY PLANTING, 'He harvests my crop before I do'.

If the goal is to have a certain desired possession, IMEN 'obey,
desire' with the pre-emptive affix will express the anticipating of
the acquisition of this possession.

Example:
t-am-g-imen ale mimd bong fye gumne PRE-EMPTIVE-SUBJECT

FOCUS-DESIRE THEY MAKE BIG GOOD HOUSE, 'They anticipate
(hopefully) the building of a beautiful house'.
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The base IMEN 'obey, desire' with pre-emptive can mean the recount-
ing of evil deeds done before the actor turned good, or the description
of evil deeds already done, as if in anticipation of their being done
for the first time.

Example:

t-an-g-imen to ayé ksase nimoan kyeh PRE-EMPTIVE-OBJECT
FOCUS-DESIRE MAN THAT EVIL DEED-HIS BEFORE, 'He recounted
his past evil deeds (done before he turned good, or he
takes the listeners to the time before they were done)’.

4.4.2 Focus with the Pre-emptive Affix

The pre-emptive morpheme occurs in constructions with the focusses
of subJect, object and instrument.

Subject focus:

maflayam agu t-am-g-afat mwe kanen fali SUFFER I PRE-
EMPTIVE-SUBJECT FOCUS-REACH GET HIS RICE, 'I gacrifice to

harvest his rice before he does'.
Object focus:

t-an-kifuhan falmawi agul PRE-EMPTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS-DARK-
HE DRY CORN, 'He spreads out the corn to dry before the
sun riges (while still dark)'.

Instrument focus:

tg-unagu dun kudagu aye di kaskuyami PRE-EMPTIVE-BE-FIRST-I
IT HORSE-MY THAT AT RACE-OURS, 'I use my horse to pass him

up (and win) in the race’.

Aspect markers F- 'causative', S- 'distributive', and G- 'non-
volitional' may occur before the pre-emptive morpheme in combination
with bases. The following illustration of non-volitional with pre-
emptive morpheme is in object focus:

ga-t-gumahgu kanen du fan mati yean di kakubuhan NON-
VOLITIONAL-PRE-EMPTIVE-OVERTAKE-I HIM BECAUSE ABOUT
DEAD MOTHER-HIS ON LEAVING-HIS, 'I was obliged to go
after him after he left because his mother was about to
die'.

4.4.3 Comparison of the Pre-emptive Affix with Phonetically Similar
Sequences

The particle TA 'completive' and the adverb TANA (synonym of TAGNE)

'former state of affairs' enter into certain combinations with verbs
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that phonetically resemble or duplicate the pre-emptive affix plus
verb combination. The verbs involved all begin with vowels.

Examples:

TANA compared with T-AN-G- before ilah ’run’:
tana gilahla m3 kyeh gabay ani ta 13 FORMER-STATE
NON-VOLITIONAL-RUN-THEY FATHER BEFORE BUT NOW
ALREADY NOT, 'Formerly they could run away from
father, but now they can't .

t-an-g-ilahla nun nimé PRE~EMPTIVE-OBJECT FOCUS—-RUN-
THEY HAVE WORK, 'They take off before the work begins'.

TA compared with t-am-g- before inum 'drink’':
ta mg-inumgu kdee €él ALREADY INTENSIVE-REPETITIVE-
DRINK-I ALL WATER, 'I drink all the water'.

t-am-g-inum di fala kel i dad to PRE-EMPTIVE-SUBJECT
FOCUS-DRINK I ON NOT-YET ARRIVE THE PLURAL PERSON,

'I drank before the people arrived’.

Though those contrastive pairs are distinguishable from each other,
especlally in the context of the utterance, there are certain signif-
icant distribution differences relating to them which it 1is helpful to
display.

The adverb TANA may occur in sequence with following pronoun subject
and pronoun object before the verb. The pre-emptive affix 1s insep-
arable from the verb.

Example:

tana-m agu gilah (or tan-am gilah agu, or tana gilaham agu)
kyeh bay ani ta 13, 'Formerly you could escape from me, but
now you can't '.

With KILEN 'when?' TANA GILAH occurs as: kilen tana kgilah?
TANGILAH occurs with KILEN as: kilen katgilah?

The base with pre-emptive morpheme can itself be preceded by TA
'completive'.

Example:
ta t-am-g-inum agu, 'I already drank before...’
ta mginumgu, 'I already drank (intensive)...'

4.4.4 Summary of Pre-emptive Utterances

In the following table topic will be in capitals Bilaan and the
gloss. -LA and ALE pronouns represent obligatory sentence elements.
ALE 1s topic; -LA is non-topic subject.
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Table &
Focus Verb affix - Subject Object Instrument
Subject t-am-(g) - ale +
Object t-an-(g)- -la ale
Instrument t(g)- -la + ale

Subject focus:

Minimal: tamgumah ALE to muna, 'THEY are catching up with
the leader (before destination is reached)'’.

Expanded: tamgumah GE do dad to fadyan magu ni fayah,
'YOU please join the men who are going to market to-

morrow somewhere along the way'.
Object focus:

Minimal: flaan ge, tangumaham ALE, 'Hurry, catch up
with THEM'.

Expanded: tangumaham AGU fayah lamgu 13 mda, ’Catch up
with ME tomorrow before I start off'.

Instrument focus:

Minimal: tgumahgu dale i bong FALIMAK, 'I get a big
GONG to them (before they need it)'.

Expanded: tgumahta ge FILAK fayah flafus laman 13 mda magu,
'I will have given MONEY to you tomorrow morning before

you leave'.

4.5 -L- 'SIMULTANEOUS' AND F- 'DIVERSITIVE'

Two sequences will be discussed in this section: (1) the adverb
SAL which expresses simultaneous concordance and (2) the affix cluster
FAL- which expresses simultaneous diversity.

The adverb SAL contains the components of S- 'distributive' (see
4.1.2) and -L- ‘'simultaneous' (see 4.5.1). The distributive idea in
this case is that of all possible actors or all possible goals in the
construction being involved in the action. The SAL sequence, though
probably historically an affix cluster, now occurs as an adverb with
its own accent and with the alternate co-occurrence of -LA and ALE
pronouns in pre-verb position (see 3.2). The affix cluster FAL- is a
combination of F- 'diversitive' and -L- 'simultaneous'. The diver-
sitive morpheme is homophonous with F- 'causative', but it occurs
only in combination with the -L- morpheme.
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SAL can occur 1in sequence with verbs inflected with any of the affix-
es dealt with in this paper except that of KA- 'time/manner'. Before
vowel initial bases the sequence FAL- occurs with empty morph -G- as
FALG-. FAL- can occur with following S- 'distributive' with certain
bases. With this combination before vowel initial bases the -G- empty
morph is dropped. Examples of occurrences with UTENG 'debt'’, and
SALEK 'question':

sal m-uteng, sal s-uteng, sal uteng, sal s-n-alek, sal
f-salek.

falg-uteng, fal-s-uteng, fal-salek.

4.5.1 The Simultaneous and Diversitive Ideas in Bilaan

The -L- morpheme represents simultaneous action. In combination
with S- 'distributive' one or more actors or groups of actors or goals
are involved in an action at the same time, or at the same general
period of time. In combination with F- 'diversitive' there 1s a
simultaneous situation in which some do the action while others abstain,
or 1n which two diverse goals are in view. Both of these situations
may be present in the same construction if the subject 1s plural.

Examples:

sal kudang ale, 'All of them are sleeping at the same time'.

falkudang ale, 'Some of them sleep (at the same time); others
do not'.

fal-salekla i ktulengu ktatek flanu DIVERSITIVE-SIMULTANEOUS-
QUESTION-THEY THE TALE-MY FALLING PLANE, 'Some ask varied

questiong (some don't) about my report of the plane that
crashed’'.

With FAL- there 1s minimally present the idea of two diverse groups
(actors or goals) involved in an action; if actors, one group can be
conspicuous non-participants as 1s i1illustrated in the examples above.

Other examples:

falg-una ale di dad kuda bukay DIVERSITIVE-SIMULTANEOUS-
BE-FIRST THEY OF PLURAL HORSE WHITE, 'Some non-white horses
are ahead of the white ones, and some non-white horses are
behind the white ones'.

fal-kaan dad to myak DIVERSITIVE-SIMULTANEOUS-EAT PLURAL
MAN CLIMB-UP, 'Some of the men who climb into the house
eat, (others don't), or 'Those who climb eat (those who do
not go up into the house do not eat)’.
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fal-salek agu di dale di kalmo Mgangeh DIVERSITIVE-
SIMULTANEOUS-QUESTION I TO THEM ABOUT DESTRUCTION
DADIANGAS, 'I ask them different types of questions
about the destruction at Dadiangas (some of them are

questioned, some not)’.

With SAL all actors or goals are involved at the same time in the
same type of action. A singular actor can repeat an action during a
certain given period of time.

sal smalek ale di dale DISTRIBUTIVE-SIMULTANEOUS QUESTION
THEY TO THEM, 'Each of them asks the same question to each
of them (hearers)'.

sal smalek agu di kanen DISTRIBUTIVE~SIMULTANEOUS
QUESTION I TO HIM, 'I ask him again and again the

same question'.

4.5.2 Focuses with SAL and FAL-

Constructions with SAL take their focus from that of the verb with
which SAL occurs.

Examples:

sal ale k-m-aholg SAL THEY SUBJECT FOCUS-SWIM, 'They are

all swimming'; this construction is subject focus.

sal kahongla blila SAL SWIM-THEY FEET-THEIR, 'They all
swim with their feet'; wunaffixed KAHONG 'swim' is
instrument prefocus, so the construction is instrument
focus.

sal f-salekan agu di dad to ayé SAL CAUSATIVE-ASK-HE ME
TO PLURAL MAN THAT, 'He incessantly causes me to question
those people'; the construction is agent focus with
causative.

FAL- does not occur in constructions with overt focal morphemes.
However, FAL- plus base can occur in all the focus constructions that
the particular base can occur in, including that of the prefocus base
as predicate. As with some constructions with other aspect markers
constructions with FAL- display focus 1in sentence elements outside the
predicate.

When FAL- occurs in an object focus construction with an agent
expressed, the causative idea 1s also present. In this case the
single F- of FAL- occurs as a portmanteau morpheme with both the
causative and diversitive ideas. Illustrations of constructions:
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Subject focus:

falg-una ale di dad kuda bukay FALG-BE FIRST THEY TO
PLURAL HORSE WHITE, 'Some non-white horses were ahead
(and some behind) the white horses'.

Object focus:

fal-salekla i ktulengu ktatek flanu FAL-QUESTION-THEY
THE TALE-MY FALLING PLANE, 'Some ask varied questions

(some don't) about my report of the plane that crashed'.
Direction focus:

fal-tudala agu dad batu FAL-THROW-THEY ME PLURAL ROCK,

'Some throw (some don't) the rocks at me'.
Object focus with causative:

(a) fal-salekla do i ktulengu ktatek flanu FAL-QUESTION-
THEY ME THE TALE-MY FALLING PLANE, 'I have some ask

questione (some do not) about my tale of the airplane
that crashed’'.

(b) fal-salekla di do i flanu tatek FAL-QUESTION-THEY TO
ME THE PLANE FALL, 'I have them ask me about the plane
that crashed'. This can also be a non-causative utter-
ance: 'They asked questions of me about the plane that
erashed’.

Distributive S- with FAL-:

fal-s-uteng dad to FAL-DISTRIBUTIVE-DEBT PLURAL MAN,
'Some loan to each other (some don't). This is subject
focus; FAL- plus S- also occur in object focus and

with causative 1in object focus.

4.5.3 Comparison with Other Affixes

In the following examples the base TUDA 'throw' will be used to
portray the differences among several affixes that bear some relat-
ionship to SAL and FAL-.

sal ge, 'It's all yours'.
sal tudala batu, 'All of them throw all the rocks there'.
fal-tudala batu, 'Some throw rocks (some don't)’.

san-tudala batu' (Distributive), 'They all throw the rocks
(helping each other)’.
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mag-tudala batu (Intensive-repetitive), 'They accidentally
(with force) bump the rocks (while doing something else)’.

fag-tudala batu (Repetitive/non-intensive), 'They repeatedly
(in order to complete the task) throw the rocks'.

In the above examples the plural marker, DAD, may vary with its
absence; hence, the gloss 'rocks', even though the DAD is not present
as DAD BATU.

4.5.4 Summary of Utterances with FAL-

Topic in Bilaan and the gloss 1s in capitals. -LA and ALE pronouns
represent obligatory sentence elements. Optional direction element
can not always occur and is therefore not represented in the table.

TABLE 9
Focus Verb affix Subject Object Direction
Subject fal(g)- ale +
Object fal(g)- -la +
Direction fal (g)- -la +

Subject focus:

Minimal: falsalek DAD TO MAGU, 'THE MEN WALKING are asking
questions (some are not)'.

Expanded: falsalek DAD TO MAGU di dale i kalmo déé, 'THE
MEN WALKING ask them (some don't ask) about the calamity
there'.

Object focus:

Minimal: falsalekla i KTULENGU ktatek flanu, 'Some ask
(some don't) varied questions about MY TALE of the
plane crash'.

Expanded: falsalekla kane Jan i KTULENGU ktatek flanu,
'Some ask John (some don't) about MY TALE of the plane
crash’.

Object focus with causative:

Minimal: falsalekla do i FLANU TATEK, 'I have them ask
questions about the PLANE CRASH'. falsalekla di do ©
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FLANU TATEK, 'I have them ask me about the PLANE
CRASH'; or 'They ask me (some don't) varied questions
about the PLANE CRASH'. (Non-causative)

Expanded: falsalekla do di dad to i FLANU TATEK,
'I have them ask the men about the PLANE CRASH'.

Direction focus:
Minimal: falsalekan ALE, 'He asks some of THEM (not all)'.

Expanded: falsalekan ALE di ktatek flanu, 'He asks some
of THEM about the plane crash’.

5.0 NOMINALIZING AFFIXES

Nominalizing affixes in Bilaan are: K(A)- 'time/manner' (see 5.1)
and GU- 'location/recipient' (see 5.2).

The two nominalizing morphemes have extensive distribution prefixed
to bases that are heads of item or comment phrases in non-verbal pred-
ications. They also occur prefixed to bases that occur as heads of
noun phrases in verbal predications.

These two affixes never occur together before a base. They may
occur as the sole affix with bases or in combination with other affixes,
but always occur first in a string of affixes. K(A)- never occurs in
combination with focus affixes -M- and -N-, nor with the perfective
morpheme (4.3), nor with MAG- or FAL- affixes. GU- never occurs with
the focus affix -N-, nor with the perfective morpheme. When GU- occurs
with a verbal without aspect inflection, the verbal occurs with -M-
'subject focus', unless it 1is subject prefocus. Examples of inflec-
tions with nominalizing morphemes occurring with verbals: GUMAH
'overtake', KAAN 'eat', KUDANG 'sleep', BAT 'throw', FWES 'take off’,
UNA 'be first', KAHUNG 'swim'.

ka-kaan gu-kudang
ka-s-kaan gu-k-m-aan
ka-t-gumah gu-sa-g-bat
ka-sa-f-kaan gu-ma-~-fwes
ka-ga-t-gumah gu-tam=-g-una
ka-ga-sa-f-kaan gu-fal-kahung

K(A)- and GU- can also occur with noun and adjective bases, as well
as with prepositions and locative words. GU- can occur with adverbs
and temporal words. Examples: BATU 'rock' (rioun), FYE 'good' (adjec-



tive), LWA 'outside' (preposition), DEE 'there’ (locative word), LA
'not' (adverb), FLABI 'afternoon' (temporal word) (see footnote 14 for

K(A)- with temporal words):

k-batu gu-batu
ka-fye gu-fye
ka-lwa gu-1lwa
k-déé gu-déé
gu-13
gu-flabi

In questions, K(A)- occurs prefixed to bases following particles
KILEN 'when' and DET KIBO 'how'. These occurrences summarize the
'time/manner' elements of the affix in 1ts basic occurrences in all

types of constructions.

Examples:
kilen k-ulé-an, 'When did he go home?'
dét kibd k-ulé-an, 'How did he go home?'

There is a third occurrence of K(A)- showing 'process' or 'circum-

stance'.
Example:

12 mayé maan i ka-blé-la do falimak, NOT LIKE FATHER-HIS
THE PROCESS-GIVE-THEIR ME GONG, 'The father did not like
the fact that they gave a gong to me'. Thils contrasts
with 13 mayé maan | blé-la (their gift) do falimak, 'His
father did not like the (type of) gong they gave me'.
In questions, GU- can occur prefixed to bases following particles
NE 'where' and SIMTO 'who'. These occurrences bear out the 'location/

recipient' idea of the prefix.

Examples:
né gu-k-m-aan-an, 'Where i8 his place of eating?'
simto gu-m-1é-n, 'To whom did he give (it)?'

Various inflections other than GU- with the base may follow occur-
rences of NE and SIMTO. These provide contrast with the occurrence of
GU- following these particles. Examples with TULEN 'tell’, and BLE
’give’ (in the examples NE TO 'which person' often substitutes for
simto 'who'):

né (to), or simto gu-t-m-ulen-am, 'Who are you talking about?’

né gutmulenam, 'What place are you talking about?' or 'Where
did you talk?'
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né, or simto t-n-ulen-am, 'What (particular) person are you
talking about?'

né tulen-am, 'Which report did you give?'
simto tulenam, 'Whom did you report about?’

né (to), or simto gu-m-lé-m, 'To whom (generally) did you
give 1t?' (see 5.2.1).

né gumlén, 'Where did you give (it)', or 'From which (of
several sources) did you get it (to give)?'

né, or simto b-an-lé-m, 'What person (particular, i.e. the
owner) did you give it to?'

né blé-m, 'Which thing did you give?'

simto blém, 'What person did you give?' This is unlikely,
but 1s included to complete the paradigm.

5.1.1 K(A)- 'Time/manner', in Non-verbal Predications

Bases with K(A)- prefix occur as the item or as the comment.
Either time or manner can be expressed by the affix. If a temporal
word or phrase occurs as the item, time 1is highlighted with K(A)- plus
base 1n the comment. If an adJective occurs as the item, manner 1is
highlighted with K(A)- plus base in the comment of the construction.
Time or manner forms in verbal predications do not occur as the high-
light. Examples (hereafter T will represent 'time' and M will repres-
ent 'manner'):

fayah k-tamgu sald TOMORROW T-LIGHT-I LAMP, 'Tomorrow I will
light the lamp'. Time 1is the highlight in this example.

sasé ka-fnila kahl BAD M-ASK-THEY SALT, 'They ask for salt in
a bad way'. The manner of asking is the highlight in this
example. The glosses given the base with K(A)- have been
verbal. A literal translation of the preceding sentence
could be: 'Bad i8 their manner of asking fos ealt'.

There are three variations of the preceding construction when

elther time or manner 1s expressed.
Examples: (The particle | may occur before the KA- plus base.)
sasé i kafnila kahi (this adds emphasis to the manner).

i kafnila kahi, sasé (with a slight pause before SASE;
the expression has the same emphasis as the previous
one).
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kafnila kahi sasé (with a pause before SASE); the expression is
the same as the first citation in the preceding paragraph with the
same gloss: 'sasé kafnila kahi'.

Both time and manner can be expressed in the same construction:

sasé malbutang kafnigu kahi, 'My manner of asking for salt

last night was bad'.

The complete construction with time or manner highlight described
in this section may occur as the item only, with the comment comple-
menting either the time or the manner idea of the item phrase. The
particle, DI, may optionally precede the base inflected with K(A)-.

Examples with the comment in capitals in the Bilaan:

(di) ka-fnigu kahi malfabi KTALUAN DI DEG (DI) T-ASK-I
SALT YESTERDAY T-TALK-HE TO ME, 'While I asked for salt

yesterday, he was talking to me'.
(di) ka-fnigu kahl sasé DUENLA LA MLE (DI) M-ASK-I SALT
BAD REASON-WHY-THEY NOT GIVE, 'They did not give salt

because I asked in a bad manner'.

5.1.2 K(A)- in Verbal Predications

Bases with K(A)- prefix occur as heads of noun phrases in verbal
predications.

Example of K(A)- time phrase:

ta mdd agu kafnigu kahi malbutang ALREADY GO I T-ASK-I
SALT YESTERDAY, 'I left after asking for salt yesterday'.

Example of K{A)- noun phrase: (Here the phrase 1s topic goal.)

teengu k-alobla dad fligo gine SEE-I T-WASH-THEY PLURAL
DISH WHILE-AGO, 'I saw their washing of the dishes a

while ago'.

5.1.3 Summary of Utterances with K(A)- 'T/M'

Table 10 summarizes distribution in non-verbal predications and in
verbal predications. In the table below the -LA or a phrase sub-
stitutable for it occurs as possessor. NPh is for a phrase consisting
of a noun as head with optional expansions. The DALE pronoun set can
occur as this phrase or KA- + base + -LA can potentially occur as the
head of this phrase. AdJjective is Adj.; temporal word is TW. Item
will be in capitals.
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TABLE 10
Non-verbal Predications
1) + TW + k(a)- + base + -la + NPh
2) + Adj. + k(a)- + base + -la + NPh

3) + di + k(a)- + base + -la + NPh + TW + comment

4) + di + k(a)- + base + -la + NPh + Adj. + comment

Verbal Predications

5) Predi-

cation + k(a)- + base + -la + TW (Time Phrase)
6) Predi-

cate + k(a)- + base + -la + TW (NPh - Time)

Non-verbal predications:
1) Minimal: fayah ktamgu salo, 'Tomorrow I will light the lamp'.
Expanded: fayah flabi ktamgu sald dale, 'Tomorrow afternoon
I will light the lamp for them'.
2) Minimal: sasé kafnigu kahi, 'My manner of asking for salt
18 bad’'.
Expanded: beg sase kafnigu kahi di dale, 'My manner of
asking for salt from them i8 quite bad'.
3) Minimal: kafnigu kahi ktaluan di deg, 'When I asked for
salt he was talking to me'.
Expanded: di kafnigu kahi malfabi ktaluan di deg, 'When I
asked for salt yesterday he was talking to me'.
4) Minimal: kafnila kahi sasé duenla 13 mlé dale, 'The reason
they didn't give salt was that they asked in a bad manner’.

Expanded: di kafnila kahi sasé duenla 13 mlé, 'The reason
they didn't give the salt to them was that they asked in
a bad manner'.

Verbal predications:

5) Minimal: ta md3a agu kafnigu malbutang, 'I left last night
while making a request’.

Expanded: ta mda agu kafnigu kahi malbutang, I left while
requesting salt last night'.
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6) Minimal: teengu kalobla gine, 'I saw their washing (of
the dishes) a little while ago’.

The three basic sentence types of Table 10 are numbers 1, 3, and 5.

5.2.1 GU- 'Location/recipient' in Non-verbal Predications

The occurrence of GU- in non-verbal predications closely parallels
that of K(A)-. Bases with GU- may occur as the item or as the comment
in such predications. Either location or recipient may be expressed
by the GU- inflection. If a locative word or phrase occurs as the
item, location is highlighted; if a personal noun or personai noun
phrase occurs as the item, a recipient is highlighted.

Location and recipient cannot be highlighted in verbal predications
expect by use of direction focus which 1is signalled by -N- on obJect
prefocus verbals. Verbals that are not object prefocus must use non-
verbal predications for location and recipient highlight. When -N-
‘direction focus' constructions and GU- highlight closely contrast,
the direction focus portrays a particular person or thing, while GU-
with base portrays a person or thing in general.

Examples:
blé 'give'; b-an-1é 'a particular person, e.g. one well-
liked'. gqu-m-1é 'any person; or place of giving'.
bat 'throw’; n-bat 'an intended destination’'; gu-m-bat
'an object (person) not intended; a place of throwing'.
dsu 'sacrifice'; d-an-su 'thing sacrificed to'; gu-d-am-su
'place of sacrifice’.

Examples of bases with GU- in non-verbal predications (L will represent
location; R will represent recipient):

déé gu-k-m-aangu anuk THERE L-EAT-I CHICKEN, 'I will eat
chicken there'. As was noted with K(A)- constructions a
gloss can be given which translates the GU- form as a

noun: 'There i8 my place of eating chicken'.

yé gu-m-legu liblu THAT (ONE) R-GIVE-I BOOK, 'I give the

book to that one'.

Alternate forms for this construction are:

yé gu-m-légu liblu
yé i gumlégu liblu
i gumlégu liblu yé

gumlégu liblu yé
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The last two examples occur with a slight pause before YE 'that
(one)'. The examples with particle |, give more emphasis to the
recipient, YE.

Both location and reciplient can be expressed in the same construc-
tion:

Example:

déé gu-m-légu to aye THERE R-GIVE-I MAN THAT, 'There 1is
that man whom I gave (something to)'.

The construction with location or recipient highlight described in
this section can 1itself occur as the item, with the comment phrase
complementing either the location or the recipient idea of the item
phrase. The particle, 01, may optionally introduce the item phrase.

Examples:

(di) gu-m-tamgu sald gumdagu kudang (D!) L-LIGHT-I LAMP
PLACE-BEGIN-I SLEEP, 'Where I lit the lamp i8 where I'm
going to sleep’'.

(di) gu-m-1égu to ayé yé to fagingu (DI) R-GIVE-I MAN

THAT THAT MAN BRING-ALONG-I, 'That man I gave (something to)

18 the man I bring along'.

5.2.2 GU- in Verbal Predications

Bases with GU- prefix can occur as heads of noun phrases in verbal
predications.

Example of location phrase:

kmaan agu déé di gumtamgu sald EAT 1 THERE AT PLACE-LIGHT-
I LAMP, 'I eat there where I lit lamp'.

Example of GU- noun phrase (a potential topic):

teengu i gu-m-l1éla anuk SEE-I THE R-GIVE-THEY CHICKEN,

'I see the one to whom they gave the chicken'.

5.2.3 Summary of Utterances with Gu- 'L/R’

Table II summarizes distribution in non-verbal predications and in
verbal predications. 1In table 10 variant phrases were summarized in
order to display the highlights of K(A)-. 1In that table sentences 1,
3, and 5 are basic types, and sentences 2, 4, and 6 are variants, with
sentence 6 containing a repetition of the K(A)- phrase, but this time
as topic or potential topic.
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In Table 11, only the basic sentence types will be portrayed. For
locative word (LW), personal noun can be substituted. -LA or a phrase
substitutable for it occurs as possessor in the table below. NPh is
for a phrase consisting of a noun as head with optional expansions.

The DALE pronoun set can occur as this phrase or GU- + base + -LA can
potentially occur as the head of this phrase. Item will be in capitals.

TABLE 11
Non-verbal Predications

1) 4+ LW + gu- + base + -la + NPh

2) + di + gu- + base + -la + NPh + LW + comment

Verbal Predications

3) Predicate + gu- + base + -la

Non-verbal predications:
1) Minimal: déé gukmaangu anuk 'There ig where I eat chicken'.

Expanded: dée di gumneé gukmaangu anuk safedla 'There at
the house i8 where I'll eat chicken with them'.

2) Minimal: gqumtamgu sald gumdagu kudang 'Where I lit the
lamp 18 where I'm going to sleep’'.

Expanded: di gumtamgu saldo déé gumilégu gumdigu kudang
'The bedroom where I lit the lamp is where I'm going

to sleep’'.
Verbal predication:

3) Minimal: teengu i gukmaanla 'I see their eating place’.

Expanded: teengu i gukmaanla felbalét tulan 'I see their
eating place scattered with bones'.

6.0 THE ADJECTIVE AFFIX

There is an adjective morpheme, M(A)- that occurs with certain bases
and is homonymous with verbal affixes -M- 'subject focus' (see 2.0) and
MA- 'intensive-repetitive' (see 4.2). It differs however, from these
two affixes in its occurrence relative to the base (see 6.1).

Certain non-adjectival bases, when affixed with the morpheme M(A) -
occur as adjectives and not as verbs.



52

Examples of adjectives (adjective base, and adjective by inflection):
fye (adjective base) 'good'.
fye agu 'I am good'.

teenan i fye dad nga SEE-HE THE GOOD PLURAL CHILD, 'He sees
the good children'.

lungay (instrument prefocus verbal) 'tired'’
m-lungay agu ADJECTIVE-TIRED I, 'I am tired’.
teenan i mlungay dad ngad 'He sees the tired children’'.

Example of M- 'subject focus' contrasting with adjective affix (see
4.2 for contrast between subject focus affix and intensive-repetitive
affix):

m-alob agu SUBJECT FOCUS-WASH I,'I wash myself'.
teenan i dad nga malob, 'He sees the children washing'.

If the position of the verb MALOB coincides with that of MLUNGAY in
the example above--teenan i mlungay...--the MALOB will then not modify
the following noun, as does MLUNGAY, but occur as a substantive.

Example:

teenan i malob dad ngd SEE-I THE SUBJECT-FOCUS-WASH
PLURAL CHILD, 'I see the one who washes the children'.

6.1 DISTRIBUTION OF THE ADJECTIVE AFFIX WITH BASES

In my data only one base has been observed that can occur with
adjectives, subject focus, or intensive-repetitive affixes: BTAS
'cost, measure'; adjective: MA-BTAS ’‘costly, precious'; subjJect focus:
M-TAS 'to measure'; intensive-repetitive: MAGA-BTAS 'to measure again

and again'.

Of these three affixes Jjust referred to above (and not considering
the uninflected occurrence of adjective and subject focus bases), (a)
some bases occur with only the adjective affix: M-ANGFEL 'thick';
M-NGIFIH 'thin'; (b) others occur with either the adjective or the
intensive-repetitive affix (the intensive-repetitive morpheme will have
the MAG- or MAGA- allomorphs): M-LUNU ’'green’; MAG-LUNU 'make really
green'; (c) the majority of bases can occur with either subject focus,
or the intensive-repetitive affix, but without the adjective affix
(except for BTAS 'measure', adjective and subject focus affixes are
mutually exclusive on the same base): M-ALOB 'wash'; MG-ALOB 'thor-
oughly wash'.
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The subject focus marker differs from both the adjective affix and
the intensive-repetitive affix in the method of affixation before bi-
syllabic bases beginning with a single consonant that is not b, f, 1,
or n. The subject focus marker is infixed after the first consonant
of the base, while the other two affixes are prefixed to the base:
subject focus: K-M-AAN ’'eat’'; intensive-repetitive: MAG-KAAN 'thor-
oughly eat'; adjective: M-DADONG ’'near'. (For subject focus affix-
ation with bases of other canonical forms see my The Verb Complex in
Bilaan. Interdepartmental Linguistics, University of Washington,
pp. 12-14.)

Other examples of adjective distribution:

m-dadong i gumnean ADJECTIVE-NEAR THE HOUSE-HIS, 'His house

18 near'.

m-awag i gumnean, 'His house 18 far away'.

ma-lbal i éél ADJECTIVE-TURBID THE WATER, 'The water tis
turbid’'.

teengu | mawag gumne, 'I gee the house that is far away'.
Other examples of subject focus distribution:
k-m-aan i to EAT-SUBJECT FOCUS THE MAN, 'The man i8 eating'.

teengu i to kmaan, 'I see the man who t8 eating'.

6.2 INTENSITY WITH ADJECTIVES

There is a morpheme K(A)- that occurs prefixed to adjective bases,
or to bases that can occur with M(A)- as adjectives, that expresses an
intensification of the idea of the adjective root.llI

Examples:

fye 'good'; ka-fye 'very good'.

ka-fye fali aye, 'How good i8 that rice’.

sase 'bad'; k-sase 'very bad'.
k-sase kakaan to ayé, 'How bad are the eating habits of
that man'.

This K(A)- 'adjective-intensitive' is homophonous with nominalizing
affix K(A)- 'time/manner' (see 5.0), and may occur alternately with
this affix on the same root. However, occurrence with bases in the
same form class with adjectives as the descriptive item in a non-
verbal predication identifies k(A)- as adjectival and not nominal.
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Examples:
baltik i tadak ayé FAST THE TRUCK THAT, 'That truck is
fast'.
ka-baltik i tadak aye INTENSIVE-FAST THE TRUCK THAT, 'That
truck is very fast'. (Non-verbal predication.)
fye i kuda ayeé GOOD THE HORSE THAT, 'That horse is good'.
ka-fye i kudd ayé, 'That horse is very good'.

ka-fye kmaan to ayé INTENSIVE-GOOD EAT MAN THAT, 'How very
good that man eats'. In this example immediately preceding,
the KA-FYE 1s part of the verb phrase.

Adjective bases, or bases that occur as adjectives with M(A)-,
when affixed with K(A)- and occurring in noun phrases of verbal pred-
ications, do not occur as descriptives, but as nouns.

Examples with BALTIK 'fast':

teengu i baltik tadak ayé, 'I see the fast truck’.
teengu i ka-baltik tadak ayé, 'I see the speed (noun)

of that truck', not 'I see the very fast truck'. This
nominal occurrence of BALTIK 1s as 'nominal-process' not

as 'time/manner' (see 5.0).

Adjectives with K(A)- have about the same area of meaning as the
basic adjective with an intensifying form such as TAY 'very' or TO0O
'very'.

Examples:
tay fye, or ka-fye 'very good’'.
too baltik, or ka-baltik 'very fast'.

Adjectives with K(A)- often occur with TAY 'very', FYE ’'good' and
St or SASE 'bad’ to indicate great intensity.

Examples:

seé ka-baltik kmaan to ayé BAD Adj.-INTENSIVE-FAST EAT
MAN THAT, 'How very fast that man eats'.

sé k-ngalam eéel ayé BAD Adj.-INTENSIVE-DEEP WATER THAT,

'"How very deep is that water'.

seé ka-baltik ka-kaan to ayé BAD Adj.-INTENSIVE-FAST MANNER-
EAT MAN THAT, 'How very fast is the manner of eating of

that man'.
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6.3 SUMMARY OF ADJECTIVAL DISTRIBUTION

In noun phrases, immediately before the phrase head and after par-
ticles |, or DAD (which may vary with their absence) or after particle
DI (see particles in section 3) there can occur adjective bases or
other types of bases inflected with the adjective morpheme M(A)-.
Intensive forms, e.g. TO0 'very' may optionally precede the adjJective.
AdJectives can also occur as descriptives in the predicate of non-
verbal predications with or without intensive forms or the intensive
morpheme K(A)-.

TABLE 12

Adjectives in Substantive Phrases

Particle Adjective Substantive
+ 1, di, base or base +
dad + m(a)-

Non-verbal Predications

Descriptive in
predicate (item) Particle Comment

+ k(a)- + Adj. t +

Adjectives in substantive phrases:
Minimal: fye to 'good man'; m-laneb fligo 'clean plate’.

Expanded: i fye to 'the good man'; dad fye to 'good men';
too fye to 'very good man'.

Non-verbal predications: -
Minimal: fye i to atu, or, fye to atu, 'That man ig good'.

Expanded: ka-fye i to atu, 'That man is very good'.

7.0 SUMMARY OF OCCURRENCES OF ASPECT AND FOCAL MORPHEMES

The following table illustrates occurrences of aspect morphemes
with overt and covert focal morphemes. The first row in table 13
shows focus morphemes without aspect morphemes. All focusses except
direction can be represented by prefocus verbals. (Direction focus
is marked by -N- affixed to object prefocus verbals.) On the other
hand, each focus except instrument can be expressed by focal mor-
phemes -M- and -N-. Instrument focus 1s marked by instrument prefocus
bases.
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In table 13, in the focus only row, # represents the prefocus occur-
rence of a verbal. In other cells it represents an occurrence in a
focal category with no overt focal signal. In the two cells for sub-
Ject focus only, optional and obligatory occurrence of a goal is
differentiated. Subject prefocus verbals never occur with a goal;
many subjJect prefocus verbals may occur with -M-, in which case they
require a goal; other parts of speech occurring as subject focus only,
occur with -M- and may or may not have obligatory goal, depending on
the form that is so inflected.

In focus constructions without aspect markers, no one verbal base
can occur in more than three of four possible focusses, and one of

these focusses will be that of the uninflected verbal base as a pre-
focus.

Verbals have extensive occurrence with aspect markers. Noun bases
have limited occurrences as verbs with focal morphemes and with aspect
morphemes. AdJective bases have no occurrence with focal morphemes
only, but have extensive distribution with aspect morphemes in various
focal categories. Similar to some constructions of aspect morphemes
with verbal bases, so with some constructions of aspect morphemes
with adjective and other types of bases: focal categories which are
not marked overtly in the verb will be determined by the presence of,
and role assumed by, the sentence topic.

Prepositions frequently occur with focal and aspect morphemes,
while temporal and locative words sometimes occur with focal and aspect
morphemes.

Uninflected prefocus verbals and bases inflected for focus only
have by far the largest distribution in predications in Bilaan.

K(A)- 'time/manner/circumstance' and GU- 'location/recipient’
affixes are nominal affixes and not represented on this chart. Adj-
ective bases (uninflected) and bases with the adjective morphemes
occur only as attributes to phrase heads, or as predicates in non-
verbal predications.

In table 13 the basic idea of the affix plus base is stated in the

cells. FAL- in object focus can also occur as causative-object focus
with the same diversitive idea (see 4.5.2).
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NOTES

1. Norman Abrams. 1961. 'Word Base Classes in Bilaan.' Ldingua
10:391-402.

The Bilaan orthography is as follows: consonants B, K, D, F, G, H,
L, M, N, NG, S, T, W, Y, and ~ (glottal stop--represented only before
space); vowels A, é, I, 0, U, E. é is front mid; E is central, mid to
high. £ plus glottal becomes E.

Informants for this work were Termasa Tao and Ricardo Baro, both of
whom had a fair grasp of English and of one of the Visayan dialects, in
addition to their native Bilaan. The article on word bases, in addition
to classifying these bases, deals with the subjects of focus and topic
and the use of the pronoun sets in various constructions. In that
article instrument and direction focus categories are grouped under the
title of indirect object focus. In the present paper they are not so
grouped.

Other subjects are presented in an unpublished thesis: Norman
Abrams. 1960. 'The Verb Complex in Bilaan.' Interdepartmental
Linguistics, University of Washington. This work deals with canonical
forms of word bases (p. 5), some aspect markers (pp. 23-35), adverbs
(p. 39), some particles (p. 40), and includes a short text.

2. Hyphens will be used in the paper to indicate relevant morpheme
boundaries in the citations. Focus markers will be represented as
infixes (-m- and -n-) though they also occur prefixed to non-syllabic
bases beginning with a single consonant. A complete definition for
-n- is objJject/direction focus marker, for in focus constructions with-
out aspect markers it can occur as a marker of object focus or of
direction focus depending on the prefocus of the base. In construc-
tions with aspect morphemes it can indicate direction or object focus
in certain cases, regardless of the prefocus of the base. It will be
given the gloss appropriate to each example.
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3. The item of a verbal predication that can occur as the focussed
subject, object, instrument or direction 1s called the topic or focus
complement. In Bilaan, if a pronoun is topic, it is the ALE set; if
the pronoun occurs pre-verb it may be the DALE set also. The topic
pronoun constitutes a toplic phrase or may occur with expansions in
such a phrase: m-tam ale sald SUBJECT FOCUS-LIGHT THEY LAMP, 'They
light the lamp'; m-tam ale Lat sald, 'Lat and his companions light the
lamp'. ALE and LAT occur as topic subject in these subject focus con-
structions.

Any item or sequence following nominalizing particles |, or DAD, or
that can be expanded to so occur, can potentially substitute for the
ALE pronoun and therefore occur as topic. Items that, without preced-
ing 1, or DAD can substitute for the ALE (topic) pronoun, are syntactic
classes of nouns and demonstrative particles, and any form occurring
with nominalizing affixation (see section 5.0). Bases, with or with-
out further verbal inflection, can occur with nominalizing affixation.
All these items, in their occurrence as potential topic will be termed
substantives. If they do not complement the focus category of the
verb, i.e. do not occur in the same distribution as the ALE pronoun,
they occur as non-topic substantives in the predication.

Examples of substitutions for ALE:

b-an-1é-n ale liblu GIVE-HE THEM BOOK, 'He gives the
book to them'.

banlén i dekan liblu, 'He gives the book to his servant'
(DEKAN 'his servant' 1s topic).

banlen to ayé liblu, 'He gives the book to that man'
(TO 'man', is topic).

Items that are potential topic sequences (the subject, object,
instrument, or direction of an occurrence) that occur pre-verb or can
be transposed to this position in a verbal predication, occur as
topic.

Example of instrument topic changed to pre-verb position:

tam nga sald kugit LIGHT CHILD LAMP MATCH (instrument),
'The child lit the lamp with a match'. kugit tam nga

sald 'The child lit the lamp with a match'. In the last
example the meaning 1is basically the same, but the instru-
ment as topic, KUGIT 'matech' when transposed to pre-verb
position receives more emphasis in the utterance.
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4, Of the bases that follow in this paragraph, none, except BAT can
occur in direction focus without co-occurring causative affix and -n-.
This suggests that certain semantic properties of bases can come to
the forefront in certain constructions. Here, direction can occur for
certain bases when causative also occurs.

5. Two sentence types are not represented in table 3: causative sub-
Ject focus utterances with -m-, and double-causative-marked construc-
tions. Both require more research. It i1s possible that these have
variants among individual speakers.

In the illustrations of this and following tables, expansions
represent only some of the possibilities.

6. The distributive affix is homophonous with S(A)- ’'one’. The latt-
er affix is a contraction of SATU ‘one’.

Example:

kam 'handful'; s-kam 'one handful'.

7. Bases beginning with vowels (i.e. glottal plus vowel) prefix an
additional -S- when occurring with S- plus focus marker.

Example:

S-N- + IMO occurs as SANSIMD. In addition there are
examples in my data in which S(A)M-, SASAM, and SAMS-;

or S(A)N-, SASAN-, and SANS carry no meaning difference

as prefix combinations before vowel or consonant initial
bases, but share the meaning of S-M- and S-N- respectively.

SAS(A)- and S(A)- appear to be variants. However, with reciprocal
utterances, one informant differentiated some bases with S(A)- prefix
from those with SAS(A)-.

Example:

sasa-blé ale saging DISTRIBUTIVE-GIVE THEY BANANA, 'They
give bananas to each other'. sa-blé ale saging, 'They
(one party) receive bananas from the other party (false
reciprocal)’.

8. The expressions thus far in this section have portrayed both
parties of a plural subject complex actively involved in a reciprocal
action. There are variations of the reciprocal idea, as suggested in
part in note 7 under the designation of 'false reciprocal’.
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A close relationship between two parties may be in view though (1)
one party may be actively participating in the event and the other not,
(2) both parties may be passively involved, with the relationship tak-
ing prominence or (3) both parties may be involved.

Examples in this order:

(1) kibdo gami s-uhag sugen ani, i gal fitam lawehgu HOW WE
DISTRIBUTIVE-SMOKE BEE THIS, THE CUSTOMARY BLACK CLOTHES-
MY, 'I always get my clothes black when I smoke out the
bees'. In this sentence the plural subject GAMI 'we'’,
includes the idea of both man and bees in relationship
to each other. kibo gami s-basa liblu, 13 mlo ta fnge
HOW WE DISTRIBUTIVE-READ BOOK, NOT LONG ALREADY FINISHED,

'IT read the book so fast it was finished in no time'.

(2) sa-flanek ale DISTRIBUTIVE-FRIEND THEY, 'They are friendly
(in relation) to each other'. sa-kdo ale DISTRIBUTIVE-
PITY THEY, 'They are loving to each other'.

(3) s-tabdo i fali na i bnas DISTRIBUTIVE~GROW THE RICE AND
THE WEEDS, 'The rice and the weeds grow together'.

9. Two actions, instead of two goals may be exoressed in this con-
struction.

Example:

s-akol-an kasild na s-tagah-an dun DISTRIBUTIVE-DIG-HE
SWEET POTATOES AND DISTRIBUTIVE-COOK-HE IT, 'He dug up

sweet potatoes and cooked them'.

10. Location words can occur with the GA- prefix to indicate voluntary
action.

Examples:

dini 'here'; gadini ale (or dini ale). 'They come'; ditu,
or tu 'there (far)'; gatu ale 'They go there'.

When ordinals occur with prefix G(A)- they occur as cardinals.
Example:

Iwe 'two'; galwe 'second'.

11. Bases beginning with vowels prefix an additional -G- when occur-
ring with G- plus focus markers.
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12. As with constructions without the Int/Rep morpheme, the non-topic
subject may be omitted. The resultant utterance is a variant that can
be given a passive gloss.

Example:

n-fas-la ayem BEAT-THEY DOG, 'They beat the dog'; n-fas
ayem 'The dog was beaten'.

13. Another informant uses SANGILAHAN as predicate for what appears
to be the same construction as this one.

14. There are in my data examples of intensification of the idea of
a temporal word, when it occurs with the K(A)- prefix.

Example:

tay ka-flafusan meye nalaf VERY INTENSIVE-MORNING LOOK-FOR
FISH, 'How very early in_the morning he looks for fish'.

Abrams, N, "Bikaan Morphology". In Abrams, N., Forster, . and Brichous, R. editors, Papers in Philippine Linguistics No. 3.
A-24:1-62. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1970. DOI:10.15144/PL-A24.1
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